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OORBESPONDENOE. 


Franklin,  Lee,  and  Adams  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  January  1, 1779 

Sib:  Some  late  proceediogs  of  the  enemy  have  induced  us  to  subi 
a  few  observations  to  your  excellency's  superior  light  and  Judgment 

His  Britanuio  Majesty's  commissioners,  in  their  manifesto  of  the 
of  October,  have  denounced  "a  change  in  the  whole  nature  and  fntt 
conduct  of  the  war;"  they  have  declared  ^'  that  tlio  policy  as  well  as  t 
benevolence  of  Great  Britain  has  thus  far  checked  the  extremes  of  wa 
when  they  tended  <'  to  distress  the  people  and  desolate  the  country 
that  the  whole  contest  is  changed ;  that  the  laws  of  self-prcsorvati 
must  now  direct  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain ;  that  these  laws  \i 
direct  her  to  render  the  United  States  of  as  little  avail  as  possible 
Fnuice  if  they  are  to  become  an  accession  to  her,  and  by  every  men 
in  her  power  to  destroy  the  new  connnection  contrived  for  her  ru 
Motions  have  been  made  and  supported  by  the  wisest  men  in  b( 
Houses  of  Parliameut  to  address  the  king  to  disavow  these  clans 
but  these  motions  have  been  rejected  by  majorities  in  both  Houses, 
that  the  manifesto  stands  avowed  by  the  three  branches  of  the  legis 
ture. 

Ministers  of  state  made  in  Piirliament  a  question  concerning  I 
meaning  of  this  manifesto,  but  no  man  who  reads  it  and  knows  I 
history  of  their  past  conduct  in  this  war  can  doubt  its  import.  Th( 
is  to  be  a  "change  in  the  nature  and  conduct  of  the  war."  A  cliai 
for  the  worse  must  be  horrible  indeed !  They  have  already  burned  1 
beautiful  towns  of  Gharlestown,  Falmouth,  Norfolk,  Kingston,  Bedfo 
Egg  Harbor,  and  German  Flats,  besides  innumerable  single  buildii 
and  smaller  clusters  of  houses  wherever  their  armies  have  marched. 
is  true  they  left  Boston  and  Philadelphia  unhurt;  but  in  all  probabil 
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it  waa  merely  tlie  dread  of  a  8upenor  army  tbat  in  tbese  cases  restraioe 
tlieir  liauds,  not  to  mention  tliat  burning;  tlieso  towns  would  have  bee 
tbo  ruiu  of  the  few  secret  friends  tbey  Lave  still  loft,  of  whom  tUoi 
are  more  in  those  towns  than  in  all  America  besides.  Tbey  bavo  no 
indeed,  uurderod  upon  tbe  spot  every  woman  and  child  tbat  fell  in  the 
way,  nor  have  they  in  all  cases  refused  quarter  to  tbe  soldiers  that  i 
times  have  fallen  into  their  power,  though  tbey  have  in  many.  The 
have  also  done  tlieir  utmost  in  seducing  negroes  and  Indians  to  comm 
inhuman  barbarities  upon  the  iuhabitants,  sparing  neither  age,  so 
nor  character.  Although  they  have  not  in  all  coses  refused  quarter  I 
soldiers  arid  sailors,  they  have  done  what  is  worse  than  refusing  qua 
ter — they  bavo  thrust  their  prisoners  into  sucb  dangoous,  loaded  the 
with  sucb  irons,  aud  exposed  them  to  such  lingering  torments  of  cob 
hunger,  and  disease,  as  have  destroyed  greater  numbers  than  tb( 
could  havo  bad  an  opportunity  of  murdering  if  tbey  bad  made  it  a  ru 
to  give  no  quarter.  Many  others  tbey  havo  compelled  by  force  to  sen 
and  llgbt  on  board  their  ships  against  fathers,  brothers,  friends,  an 
countrymen — a  destiny  to  every  sensible  uiiad  more  terrible  than  deal 
itself. 

It  is  therefore  dtOicult  to  apprehend  what  they  mean  by  a  cbanf 
in  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  war ;  yet  there  seems  to  be  no  room  to  doubt  tbi 
they  mean  to  threaten  something  more  cruel,  greater  extremes  of  wa 
measures  tliat  shall  distress  the  people  aud  lay  waste  the  country  moi 
than  anything  tbey  have  yet  done.    The  object  of  the  war  is  now  ei 
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October,  solemnly  and  unanimously  declared  that  they  will  retaliate. 
Whatever  may  be  the  pretenses  of  the  encm}*,  it  is  the  manifest  drift 
of  their  policy  to  disgast  the  people  of  America  with  their  new  alliance, 
by  attempting  to  convince  tliem  that,  insteiul  of  shielding  them  from 
distress,  it  has  accumulated  additional  calamities  upon  them. 

Nothing,  certainly,  can  more  become  a  great  and  amiable  charactei 
than  to  disappoint  their  purpose,  stop  the  progress  of  their  cruelties, 
and  vindicate  the  rights  of  humanity,  which  are  so  much  injured  by 
this  manifesto.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  excellency's 
consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  his  majesty  to  in- 
terfere, by  some  declaration  to  the  court  of  London  and  to  tlie  wovUl, 
bearing  the  royal  testimony  against  this  barbarous  mode  of  war,  and 
giving  assurances  that  he  will  join  the  United  States  in  retaliation,  ii 
Oreat  Britain,  by  putting  her  threats  in  execution,  should  make  it  nec- 
essary. There  is  another  measure,  however,  more  eHectual  to  control 
their  designs  and  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  conclusion ;  that  ol 
sending  a  powerful  fleet,  suilicient  to.  secure  a  naval  superiority  over 
them  in  the  American  seas.  Such  a  naval  force,  acting  in  concert  with 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  would,  in  all  human  probability,  take 
and  destroy  the  whole  British  power  in  that  part  of  the  world.  It 
would  put  their  wealth  and  West  Indian  commerce  into  the  power  ol 
France,  and  reduce  them  to  the  necessity  of  suing  for  peace.  Upon 
their  present  naval  superiority  in  those  seas  depend  not  ou]y  the  do- 
minion and  rich  commerce  of  their  islands,  but  the  supply  of  their  fleets 
and  armies  with  provisions  and  every  necessary.  Tlioy  have  nearly 
four  hundred  transports  constantly  employed  in  the  service  of  their 
fleet  and  army  in  America,  passing  from  New  York  and  Rhode  Island 
to  England,  Ireland,  Nova  Scotia,  and  their  West  India  Islands,  and 
if  any  one  link  in  this  chain  was  struck  off,  if  their  supplies  from  any 
one  of  the^so  places  should  bo  interrupted,  their  forces  could  not  subsist. 
Great  numbers  of  these  vessels  would  necosscirily  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  French  fleet  and  go  as  prizes  to  a  sure  market  in  the  United 
States.  Great  numbers  of  seamen,  too,  would  become  prisoners,  a  loss 
that  England  can  not  repair.  It  is  conceived  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  Great  Britain  to  send  a  very  great  fleet  after  the  French  into 
those  seas.  Their  men-of-war  now  in  Europe  are  too  old,  too  rotten, 
too  ill  manned,  and  their  masts  and  yards  arc  of  too  bad  materials  to 
endure  such  a  navigation.  The  impossibility  of  their  obtaining  pro- 
visions, artists,  and  materials  in  that  country,  which  would  be  easy  to 
the  French,  makes  it  still  clearer  that  they  can  not  send  a  great  addi- 
tional force,  and  the  fear  of  Spain's  interfering  with  her  powerful  navy 
would  restrain  them.  Whereas  France  has  nothing  to  fear  in  Europe 
from  them,  as  the  number  and  excellence  of  their  armies  are  an  ample 
security  against  the  feeble  land  forces  of  Great  Britain. 

This  navalsui>eriority  would  open  such  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Fi^nch^Vest  India  Islands  as  would  enable  our  people 
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to  supply  themselves  with  the  European  and  West  India  articles  they 
want,  to  send  abroiwl  the  produce  of  the  country,  and,  by  giving  fresh 
spirit  and  vigor  to  trade,  would  employ  the  paper  currency,  the  want 
of  wliich  employ  has  been  one  cause  of  its  depreciation.  The  mainte- 
nance of  such  a  licet  in  America  would  circulate  so  many  bills  of  ex- 
change as  would  likewiRC  in  a  great  measure  relieve  them  from  that 
dangerous  evil ;  and  these  bills  would  all  return  to  France  for  her  manu- 
factures, thereby  cementing  the  connection  and  extending  the  trade 
between  the  two  countries.  Such  a  naval  superiority,  would  contribute 
very  much  to  extinguish  the  hopes  of  the  remaining  number  of  persons 
who  secretly  wish,  from  sinister  motives,  to  again  become  subjected  to 
Great  Britain,  and  would  euable  the  people  of  the  several  States  to  give 
such  consistency  and  stability  to  their  infant  governments  as  would 
contribute  greatly  to  their  internal  repose,  as  well  as  to  the  vigor  of 
their  future  operations  against  the  common  enemy.  The  late  speedy 
supply  and  reparation  of  his  majesty's  fleet  at  Boston  will  show  the  ad- 
vantages which  this  country  must  enjoy  in  carrying  on  a  naval  war  on 
a  coast  friendly  to  her  and  hostile  to  her  enemy.  And  these  advantages 
will  in  future  be  more  sensible,  because  the  appearance  of  the  fleet  be- 
fore was  unexpected,  and  the  harvest  in  that  part  of  the  country  had 
been  unfavorable.  It  is  obvious  to  all  Europe  that  nothing  less  is  at 
stake  than  the  dominion  of  the  sea,  at  least  the  superiority  of  naval 
power,  and  we  can  not  expect  Great  Britain  will  ever  give  it  up,  with- 
out some  decisive  efibrt  on  the  part  of  France.  With  such  an  exertion 
as  that  of  sending  a  superior  fleet  to  America  we  see  nothing  in  the 
course  of  human  afifairs  that  can  possibly  prevent  France  from  obtain- 
ing such  a  naval  superiority  without  delay.  Without  it  the  war  may 
languish  for  years,  to  the  infinite  distress  of  our  country,  to  the  exhaust- 
ing both  of  France  and  England,  and  the  question  left  to  be  decided  by 
another  war. 

We  are  the  more  earnest  in  representing  these  things  to  your  excel- 
lency, as  all  our  correspondence  from  England  for  some  time  has  uni- 
formly represented  that  the  intention  of  the  cabinet  is  conformable  to 
the  spirit  of  the  manifesto ;  that  all  parties  grow  more  and  more  out  of 
temper  with  the  Americans ;  that  it  has  become  fashionable  with  the 
minority  as  well  as  the  majority  and  administration  to  reproach  us 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament;  that  all  parties  join  in  speaking  of  us 
in  the  bitterest  terms  and  in  heartily  wishing  our  destruction ;  that 
great  clamors  are  raised  about  our  alliance  with  France  as  an  unnatural 
combination  to  ruin  them  ;  that  the  cry  is  for  a  speedy  and  powerful 
reenforcement  of  their  army  and  for  the  activity  of  their  fleet  in  making 
descents  on  the  seacoast,  while  murdering  and  desolating  parties  are 
let  loose  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  Garoliuas,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  New  England,  and  that  very  early  in  the 
year  they  will  carry  all  these  projects  into  execution.  The  whole  system 
may,  as  we  conceive,  be  defeated  and  the  power  of  Great  Britain  now 
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in  America  totally  sulxlucd  (and  if  thoir  power  i8  subdued  there,  it  u 

reduced  everywhere)  by  the  measure  we  have  the  lienor  to  pro|K)se. 

We  submit  the  whole  merely  as  our  opinion  to  your  excellency's 

superior  wisdom. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

b.  fuanklin. 

Abthuu  Lee. 

JouN  Adams. 


FraukliD,  tiee,  and  Adams  to  Sartine/ 

PAssy,  Jamutry  2, 1779. 

Sir:  We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 
22d,  and  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  intere^iit  you  fake  in  wliat  con- 
cems  the  unhappy  prisoners  who  may  escai)e  from  Englnnd.  We  have 
not  been  inattentive  to  that  subject.  There  are  persons  who  supply 
them  at  Bonleaux,  Brest,  UOrien t,  Nantes,  and  Dunkirk.  A  gentleman 
at  Calais  has  voluntarily  done  this  service,  for  which  we  have  directed 
him  to  draw  on  us  for  his  disbursements ;  and  we  shall  as  readily  dis 
charge  what  may  have  been  disbursed  by  your  commissaries  when  wc 
have  their  accounts. 

As  there  is  very  little  probability  of  prisoners  coming  to  other  portS] 
we  will  not  give  your  excellency  the  trouble  you  are  so  good  as  to  ollci 
to  take. 

The  regulation  your  excellency  proposes  relative  to  the  prisoners  wc 

may  take  from  the  enemy  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  France  is  entirclj 

agreeable  to  us;  and  we  shall  direct  our  agents  accordingly,  who  will 

readily  deliver  such  prisoners  to  the  persons  your  excellency  may  ap 

point  to  receive  them,  having  already  requested  us  to  procure  written 

orders  from  you,  without  which  your  commissaries  were  unwilling  tc 

take  charge  of  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

AiiTHuu  Lee. 

John  Adams. 


A.  Lee  to  Vergennes.f 

CiiAiLLOT,  January  3,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  your  excellency  the  co[)y  of  a  letter 
which  I  received  yesterday.  It  is  from  the  same  j)erson  as  the  othei 
which  Ihad  the  honor  of  communicating  toyou  through  Mr.  Grand.     Itie 


•  1  fiparkh'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir.,  'Mi, 

tMSS.  Dop.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.   liov.    Corr.,  5:51.     Sco  iii/ra,  Vergcnuoa  to 
Lee,  Jan.  4,  177U;  Loe  to  Borkcnlioiit,  Jan.  7,  1779. 
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fourteen  months  since  the  writer  has  been  proposing  a  rendezvous  with 
Mr.  Franklin  and  myself  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  conditions 
of  an  accommodation.  This  gentleman,  who  is  named  Berkenhout, 
has  since  that  time  been  sent  to  America  with  the  British  commis- 
sioners. Ho  has  been  imprisoned  in  Philadelphia  on  suspicion  of  the 
object  of  his  mission  and  released  for  want  of  proofs.  He  has  again, 
as  you  see,  returned  to  his  country,  and  to  his  endeavors  to  seduce,  by 
offers  of  emoluments  and  titles  of  honor ^  which  we  call  in  our  language 
honors. 

If  your  excellency  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  any  utility  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  proofs  of  authority  for  what  he  offers  I  will  answer 
him  accordingly ;  if  otherwise,  I  will  not  return  him  any  answer.    This 
is  also  the  opinion  of  my  colleagues. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc, 

Artuur  Lbb. 


Vergennes  to  Arthur  Lee.* 
[Translation.] 

Versailles,  January  4, 1779. 

Sm :  I  did  not  find  annexed  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  ot 
writing  to  me  yesterday  the  one  from  England  which  you  mentioned, 
and  which  you  say  is  from  Dr.  Berkenhont  who  rendered  himself  sus- 
pected at  Philadelphia.  But  without  seeing  his  letter  I  think,  sir,  that 
after  what  has  passed  between  Congress  and  the  English  commissioners, 
it  would  be  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  your  commission  to  grant  a 
rendezvous  to  agents  who  did  not  bring  the  palm  of  sovereign  independ-| 
ence  in  their  hands.  My  opinion  would  be,  therefore,  that  you  should 
answer  in  plain  terms  to  this  agent  that,  unless  he  assures  you  of  the 
most  entire  acknowledgment  of  your  independence,  and  brings  you 
propositions  conformable  to  the  fidelity  with  which  your  nation  and 
Government  glory  in  fulfilling  their  engagements,  that  you  can  not 
consent  to  any  interview  with  him  or  with  any  other  emissary.  You 
and  your  colleagues  both  perceive  that  these  people  wish  to  negotiate 
with  you,  not  for  the  purpose  of  granting  you  suitable  conditions,  but 
to  hold  up  an  appearance  that  there  is  little  agreement  between  you 
and  us,  by  means  of  which  illusion  the  purse  of  the  English  is  drained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

•  MSS.  Dcp.  of  Slato ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  535.  Soo  supra,  Loo  to  Vorgcnnos, 
Jan.  3,  1779;  ivfrCf  Leo  to  Berkeubout,  Jan.  7,  1779.  For  notice  of  Borkeuhout,  see 
Introduction,  i\  150,  204. 
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Qeraid  to  the  President  of  Cougress.* 

[Translation.] 

PuiLADBLPniA,  January  4, 1779. 

Sra:  The  minister  pleuipoteiitiary  of  France  Icarus  by  M,  Fraiicy 
that,  from  the  offer  which  he  made  iii  relation  to  the  payment  by  com- 
pensation of  a  part  of  the  sums  due  from  the  United  States  to  M.  de 
BeaumarchaiSy  consequences  have  been  drawn  which  are  contrary  to 
the  intentions  of  the  undersigned. 

He  finds  himself  obliged,  to  prevent  all  mistakes,  by  declaring  in 
writing,  as  he  always  has  done  verbally,  that  all  the  supplies  furnished 
by  M.  de  Beaumarchais  to  the  States,  whether  merchandise  or  cannons 
and  military  goods,  were  furnished  in  the  way  of  commerce,  and  that 
the  articles  which  came  from  the  king's  magazines  and  arsenals  were 
sold  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais  by  the  department  of  artillery,  and  that  he 
has  furnished  his  obligations  for  the  price  of  these  articles.  He  is,  con- 
sequently, a  debtor  to  the  war  department,  whilst  he  is  a  creditor  of  the 
United  States  by  the  sale  of  these  same  articles,  which  had  become  his 
property.    On  the  other  side,  the  king  is  a  debtor  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  this  situation,  namely,  the  diiliculty  which  Congress  finds  in  pay- 
ing M.  de  Beaumarchais  by  return  of  merchandise,  and  the  considerable 
saving  which  would  result  to  Congress,  that  has  determined  the  under- 
signed to  offer  a  mutual  compensation,  and  to  pay  the  king's  debts  to 
the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  the  receipts  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais, 
which  Congress  will  receive  in  ready  money. 

This  is  the  simple  and  natural  operation  which  the  undersigned  has 
offered,  and  which  ought  not  at  all  to  change  the  situation  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais  with  regard  to  Congress,  since  ho  is  and  continues  to  be 
a  creditor  in  his  own  name  of  the  United  States,  and  since  the  under- 
signed simply  offers  to  pay  to  the  discharge  of  Congress  a  certain  sura, 
which  the  undersigned  will  determine  in  concert  with  M.  de  Francy 
when  Congress  shall  have  passed  a  resolution  on  tliis  offer. 

The  undersigned  thinks  that  he  owes  these  explanations  to  his  respect 
for  Congress,  and  he  hopes  that  if  there  may  remain  any  false  ideas  on 
this  subject,  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  place  him  in  a  situation  to 
supply  all  the  information  which  may  yet  be  desired. 

Gerard. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

PniLADELPniA,  January  4, 1779. 
Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
to  Congress  a  circumstance  which  made  me  very  solicitous  for  a  final 
issue  of  my  afflairs,  which  was  the  illiberal  and  abusive  attacks  made  on 

•5  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  571. 
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my  character,  08  tho  public  agent  and  miniAter  of  these  States,  by  a 
certain  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  styling  himself  secretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
and  pretending  to  address  the  public  in  his  official  capacity.  This  per- 
son has  since,  in  Mr.  Dunlap's  paper  of  the  2d  instant,  ventured  to 
assure  the  public  that  the  supplies  which  I  contracted  for  with  Mons* 
Beaumarchais  were  promised  and  engaged,  and  that  as  a  present,  before 
I  arrived  in  France,  and  that  he  has  in  his  possession  full  proof  of  this* 
I  can  not  suppose  that  Mr.  Paine  is  possessed  of  any  letters  or  papers 
on  this  subject  which  are  not  before  Congress,  or  to  which  the  honor- 
able members  are  strangers.  I  will  not  trouble  Oongress  with  any  ob- 
servations on  the  many  groundless  and  extravagant  assertions  of  this 
writer;  but  justice  to  my  own  character  obliges  mo  to  entreat  that,  if 
what  he  has  asserted  on  this  subject  is  a  fact,  I  maybe  made  acquainted 
with  it.  Mons.  Beaumarchais,  in  his  letter  to  Congress  of  the  23d  of 
March  last,  asserta  directly  the  contrary  to  what  this  man  has  ventured 
to  publish ;  and  as  my  engagements  with  Mons.  Beaumarchais  were 
made  on  a  very  different  ground,  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to  me  to 
know  if  I  have  been  deceived  in  the  whole  of  this  transaction  and  how, 
that  I  may  be  able  to  regulate  my  conduct  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Franklin  to  Ralph  Izard.* 

Passy,  January  4, 1779. 

Sir:  Your  intimation  that  you  expect  more  money  from  us  obliges 
us  to  expose  to  you  our  circumstances.  Upon  the  supposition  that  Con- 
gress had  borrowed  in  America  but  five  millions  of  dollars,  or  tweuty- 
flve  millions  of  livres,  and  relying  on  the  remittances  intended  to  be 
sent  to  us  for  answering  other  demands,  we  gave  expectations  that 
we  should  be  able  to  pay  here  the  interest  of  that  sum,  as  a  means 
of  supporting  the  credit  of  the  currency.  Tho  Congress  have  bor- 
rowed near  twice  that  sum,  and  are  now  actually  drawing  on  us  for 
the  interest,  the  bills  appearing  here  daily  for  acceptance.  Their  dis- 
tress for  money  in  America  has  been  so  great,  from  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  the  war,  that  they  have  also  been  induced  to  draw  on  us 
for  very  large  sums  to  stop  other  pressing  demands,  and  they  have 
not  been  able  to  purchase  remittances  for  us  to  the  extent  they  pro- 
posed ;  and  of  what  they  have  sent  much  has  been  taken  or  treacher- 
ously carried  into  England  j  only  two  small  cargoes  of  tobacco  having 
arrived,  and  they  are  long  since  mortgaged  to  the  farmers-general,  so 
that  they  produce  us  nothing,  but  leave  us  expenses  to  pay. 

The  Continental  vessels  of  war  which  came  to  France  have  likewise 
requireil  great  sums  of  us,  to  furnish  or  refit  them  and  supply  the  men 

•8  Sparks*  Franklin,  308;  G  Bigelow's  Franklin,  292. 
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with  necessaries.  The  prisoners,  too,  whoe8cni>eil  from  England  claim 
a  very  expensive  assistance  from  us,  and  are  mucli  dissatisfied  with  the 
scanty  allowance  we  are  able  to  afi'ord  them.  The  interest  bills  above 
mentioned,  of  the  drawing  of  which  wo  have  received  notice,  amount 
to  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  we  have  not  a  fifth  part  of  the  sum  in 
our  banker's  hands  to  answer  them ;  aud  large  orders  to  us  from  Con- 
gress for  supplies  of  clothing,  arms,  and  ammunition  remain  uncom- 
plied  with  for  want  of  money. 

In  this  situation  of  our  affairs  we  hope  you  will  not  insist  on  our 
giving  you  a  farther  credit  with  our  banker,  with  whom  wo  are  daily  in 
danger  of  having  no  farther  credit  ourselves.  It  is  not  a  year  since  you 
received  from  us  the  sum  of  two  thousand  guineas,  which  you  thought 
necessary  on  account  of  your  being  to  set  out  immediately  for  Florence. 
Ton  have  not  incurred  the  expeuseof  that  journey.  You  are  a  gentle- 
man of  fortune.  You  did  not  come  to  France  with  any  dependence  on 
being  maintained  here  with  your  family  at  the  cx])cnse  of  the  United 
States  in  the  time  of  their  distress,  and  without  rendering  them  the 
equivalent  service  they  expected. 

On  all  these  considerations  we  should  rather  hope  that  you  would  be 
willing  to  reimburse  us  the  sum  we  have  advanced  to  you,  if  it  may  be 
done  with  any  possible  convenience  to  your  affairs.  Such  a  supply 
would  at  least  enable  us  to  relieve  more  liberally  our  unfortunate  couu- 
trymcn,  who  have  long  been  prisoners,  stripped  of  every  thing,  of  whom 
we  daily  expect  to  have  near  three  hundred  upon  our  hands  by  the 
exchange. 

Wo  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. f 

[Translation.] 

ruiLADELPiiiA,  January  6,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  can  not  forbear  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  passages  underscored  in 
the  two  gazettes  annexed,  under  date  of  the  3d  nnd  5th  of  this  month. 
He  has  no  doubt  of  the  indignation  of  Congress  at  the  indiscreet  asser- 
tions contained  in  these  passages,  wliich  equall}"^  bring  into  question 
the  dignity  and  reputation  of  the  king,  my  nuister,  and  that  of  the 
United  States.  These  assertions  will  become,  in  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emies of  the  common  cause,  a  weapon  the  more  powerful  and  dangerous 

*  This  letter  was  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  bnt  intondcd  to  bo  signed  by  tbo  com- 
missioners jointly.  On  tbo  back  of  tbo  ninnnscript  is  tbo  following;  indorscmont: 
"Rongh  draft  of  a  proposed  lottor  in  answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Izard  to  tbe  conirois- 
sioners  dated  Jan.  2,"  As  it  is  boro  called  tbo  draft  of  a  projfoacd  lottor,  it  may 
possibly  never  bave  been  sent.— Sparks. 

to  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  572. 
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as  the  author  is  an  ofQcer  of  Oongress,  and  as  he  takes  advantage  of  his 

situation  to  give  credit  to  his  opinions  and  to  his  affirmations. 

The  aforesaid  minister  relies  entirely  on  the  wisdom  of  Oongress  to 

take  measures  suitable  to  the  circumstance.    It  has  not  been  owing  to  him 

tbat  the  author  has  not  himself  repaired  the  injury  which  he  has  done, 

the  minister  plenipotentiary  having  hastened  to  convince  him  of  the 

wrongs  of  which  he  was  guilty  when  the  first  of  these  gazettes  appeared 

in  public* 

Obbard. 


The  passages  referred  to  in  the  above  were  contained  in  a  piece  pub- 
lished in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  under  the  title, "  Common  Sense  to 
the  Public  on  Mr.  Dcano's  AfTair,"  written  by  Thomas  Paine,  then  sec- 
retary to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  are  as  follows: 

If  Mr.  DeanOy  or  any  othor  gentleman,  will  procare  an  order  from  Congress  to  iu- 
Bpect  an  account  in  my  ofllce,  or  any  of  Mr.  Doano's  friends  in  Congress  will  take  the 
trouble  of  coining  themselves,  I  will  give  him  or  thorn  my  attendance,  and  show  them 
in  a  handwriting  which  Mr.  Dcane  is  well  acquainted  with  that  the  supplies  he  so 
pompously  plumes  himself  npou  (namely,  those  which  were  sent  from  France  in  the 
Amphitritef  Sdne^  and  Mercury)  were  promised  and  engaged,  and  that  a$  a  pre$ent,  be- 
fore he  even  arrived  in  France,  and  that  the  part  which  fell  to  Mr.  Deane  was  only 
to  see  it  done,  and  how  he  has  performed  tbat  service  the  public  are  now  acquainted 
with.  The  last  paragraph  in  the  account  is,  upon  Mr.  Deane's  arrival  in  France  the 
business  went  into  his  hands,  and  the  aids  were  at  length  embarked  in  the  Jmjphi' 
trite,  Mercury,  and  Seine,  I  have  been  the  more  explicit  on  this  subject,  not  so  much 
on  Mr.  Deane*s  account,  as  from  a  principle  of  public  Justice.  It  shows,  in  the  iirst 
instance,  that  the  greatness  of  the  American  cause  drew  at  its  first  beginning  the  at- 
tention of  £urope,  and  that  the  justness  of  it  was  such  as  appeared  to  merit  support; 
and  in  the  second  inst.ance,  tJmi  thote  who  are  now  her  allies  prefaced  that  alliance  by 
an  early  and  generoiie  friendship;  yet,  that  wo  might  not  attribute  too  much  to  hu- 
man or  auxiliary  aid,  so  unforlunate  were  those  supplies  that  only  one  ship  out  of  the 
throe  arrived;  the  Mercury  and  the  Seine  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  t 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Paris,  January  5, 1779. 
Gentlemen:  My  dispatxshes  of  April  14 ;  May  9, 20,  and  23 ;  Junel, 
9, 15,  aud  17 ;  July  G,  IG,  20, 26  and  29 ;  August  21  and  31 ;  September 
9  aud  30 ;  October  5  and  19 ;  November  4, 18,  aud  20 ;  aud  December  5 
remain  unanswered. 


*  See  as  to  qnoBtion  of  fact  in  this  caHO,  Introdnction,  (^  52,  G2. 

t  Of  Paine,  Washington,  in  a  letter  of  June  12,  1784,  to  Uicbard  II.  Lee,  thus  speaks: 
"Unsolicited  by  and  nnknown  to  Mr.  Paine,  I  take  the  liberty  of  hinting  the  services 
and  distressed  condition  (for  so  I  think  it  may  be  called)  of  that  gentleman.  That 
his  '  Common  Sense,'  and  many  of  his  *  Crises'  wore  well  timed,  and  had  a  happy  effect 
npon  the  public  mind,  none,  I  believe,  who  will  recur  to  the  epochs  at  which  they 
were  published,  will  deny. 

X  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.    Rev.  Corr.,  536,  with  omissions  and  verbal 
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Nothiug  material  has  since  happened  in  Europe.  The  late  proceed- 
ings in  Holland  discover  that  the  English  party  have  gained  ground 
there.  The  truth  is  that  the  English  borrow  their  money  and  then 
bribe  them  with  it ;  for  it  is  so  manifestly  their  interest  to  join  against 
England,  and  their  advantages  from  the  trade  of  America  being  free, 
are  clearly  so  much  greater  than  those  of  *any  other  nation,  that  unless 
their  rulers  were  blinded  by  some  powerful  application,  it  is  impossible 
but  that  they  should  bo  active  and  earnest  in  promoting  this  revolu- 
tion. The  court  of  France  is  acting  with  firmness  and  wisdom  to  re- 
strain them  by  powerful  motives  of  interest. 

There  does  not  at  present  seem  any  probability  of  an  accommodation 
in  Germany.  The  ordinary  of  the  expense  our  enemy  is  to  incur  this 
year  stands  thus : 

ExoUeqnorbillatobepAidoff £2,500,000 

British  troopa 3,640,000 

Foreign  troops 713,000 

Navy 4,589,000 

MUitia 700,000 

12, 142, 000 
To  this  add  transport  service  and  eztraordinarlee,  which  can  not  bo  loss 
than 5,000,000 

17, 142. 000 

Troops* 

They  purpose  having  on  the  British  establishment 82, 744 

Forcigucrs 24,600 

Aiiguieutatioii  t^)  the  Britisli  by  new  lovios 14,  440 

Militia,  including  fenciblo  men , 39,701 

American  tories 0, 000 

Irish  establishment 14,685 


181,085 

Though  they  will  never  bo  able  to  realize  this  number  or  near  it,  yet 
the  expense  will  not  therefore  bo  diminished.  With  their  taxes  doubled 
and  such  an  enormous  increase  of  expense,  while  her  coiuniorce  is  so 
greatly  abridged,  it  may  easily  be  judged  how  long  Great  Britain  can 
continue  so  ruinous  a  contest.  Nothing  seems  more  sure  than  that  she 
will  not  get  even  the  stipulated  number  of  recruits  from  Germany, 
much  less  has  she  any  chance  of  an  augmentation. 

Yet  all  the  advices  concur  in  assuring  us  that  the  cabinet  is  deter- 
mined on  pushing  the  war  in  America,  for  which  purpose  they  propose 
sending  the  following  regiments:  1st  and  2d  battalions  of  royals; 
3d,  11th,  13th,  19th,  25th,  30th,  32d,  3Cth,  and  C9th ;  the  18th,  CCth, 
and  67th  from  Ireland.  These  fourteen  regiments  may  contain  from 
five  to  six  thousand  men.  One  of  my  correspondents,  in  whom  I  have 
much  reliance,  thinks  they  will  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies  and  not  to 
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the  contiueut.  In  truth,  I  bolievo  tboy  will  wait  till  the  operations  of 
Ooaut  d'Estaing  enable  them  to  deeide  whether  they  can  venture  to 
send  them  to  New  York,  or  must  necessarily  re-enforce  the  troops  ia 
their  islands  in  order  to  preserve  them, 

I  send  yon  copies  of  the  bill  of  lading  and  the  invoice  of  supplies 
shipped  from  Bilboa,  which  I* hope  will  arrive  safe.  You  also  have  an 
account  of  the  money  I  have  been  intrusted  with  and  how  I  have  ex- 
pended it.  The  vouchers  are  the  merchants*  accounts,  which  I  have 
regularly  transmitted  as  I  received  them. 

[The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Berkenhout,  by  which  Congress 
will  see  how  much  our  enemies  are  distressed,  and  yet  how  inveterate 
they  are  in  their  persuasion,  that  because  everything  is  venal  among 
themselves,  therefore  it  must  be  so  among  us.  It  looks  like  a  visita* 
tion  upon  the  King  of  England  and  his  advisers  that  experience  never 
makes  them  wise.  They  see  and  have  seen,  or  rather  they  feel,  the 
necessity  of  making  peace.  They  have  tried  all  undue  means  in  vain, 
and  yet  they  still  persist  in  dishonoring  and  disgracing  themselves  by 
a  repetition  of  ineffectual  attempts,  and  neglect  the  only  obvious  means 
pointed  out  to  them  by  Oougress  of  obtaining  upon  honorable  terms 
the  pacification  for  which  they  will  shortly  be  obliged  to  sue  most 
humbly.J* 

We  wrote  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais  upon  our  receiving  your  letter  and 
the  agreement  with  his  supposed  company  that  we  were  ready  to  set- 
tle accounts  with  him  whenever  he  chose.  lie  has  made  no  answer. 
If  your  commercial  agents  do  not  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  marks 
of  what  they  receive  on  the  public  svccount,  and  count  or  weigh  what 
is  delivered,  you  will  want  the  means,  as  we  do,  of  checking  the  demands 
made.  For  example,  M.  Monthieu  brings  in  an  account  to  us  for  so 
many  uniforms  of  blue  cloth  and  so  many  pounds  of  rose  copper ;  and 
Mr.  Williams,  the  agent,  gives  a  receipt  for  so  many  bales  of  uniforms 
and  so  many  casks  of  copper,  without  specifying  the  number,  weight, 
or  quality,  so  that  we  are  as  little  able  to  judge  whether  what  we  are 
to  pay  for  has  been  received  as  if  no  receipt  at  all  was  produced.  Nor 
is  the  receipt  of  the  agent  on  your  side  of  the  water  in  the  least  more 

explicit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

P.  S.— Circumstances  Jire  such  that  it  is  not  prudent  to  say  much 
about  my  particular  department,  but  I  think  Congress  will  have  reascm 
to  be  satisfied  with  that  quarter. 

January  28. 


Passago  JD  brackets  omitted  iu  Sparks'  ed. 
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ruhlic  moHpy  expended, 

1777.  LIrrei. 
May      25.  Power  of  attorDcy  to  Dr.  Frankliu  to  dispose  of  tbe  first  remit- 

iaiico 9 

Kemittecl  to  Gardoqui,  at  liilboa  (for  supplies  sent  to  Cougress), 
1777,  November  29,  G0,790 ;  May  V9,  1778,  14,r>lHj ;  September  25, 

24,054;  January  3,  1779,19,905 119,948 

1778. 

Feb.        7.  Courier  with  dispatches  to  Nantes 120 

20.  A  person's  expenses  to  and  from  London  to  get  intolligenee 1, 1()5 

Mar.     30.  Remitted  to  tbe  prisoners  at  Portsmouth  by  Mr.  Thornton 495 

Advanced  fur  tbe  State  of  Virginia , 35,585 

Cost  and  expenses  of  800  fusils 22, 548 

Jane     10,  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  the  Providence^  his  exxtenses  for  bringing  dis* 

liatches 347 

June     23.  Mr.  Thornton's  expenses  to  Portsmouth,  etc , 480 

My  own  expenses , 2,232 

Bept,     25.  Mr.  nonfiehl's  account  for  supplies  sent 52, 501 

Banker's  commi88ion 1,037 

30,000  blankeU  onlered  from  IMlboa 210,000 

Charges  on  them 18,000 

404,567 
Puhlio  money  received, 

1777,May.  Remittance  from  Spain , 187,500 

1778, Oct.    Two  remittances  from  Spain 187.500 

Interest  on  the  last  for  three  months 2,000 

377, 000 
Debit 87,567 

404, 567 
Januauy  1,  1779. 


A.  Lee  to  Dr.  Berkenhout.* 

Paris,  January  7, 1779. 

Your  favor  of  tlio  25th  did  not  reach  mo  so  soon  as  by  the  date  it  should 
have  done.  1  congratulate  the  ladies  very  sincerely  on  your  safe  return 
from  an  expedition  the  fruitlessness  of  which  I  could  easily  have  fore- 
told. My  ^vakiug  opinion  is,  that  a  meeting  anywhere  will  be  equally 
fruitless  on  any  other  plan  than  that  marked  out  by  Congress:  that 
Avithout  tbe  concurrence  of  our  allies  no  conference  will  be  held  or  treaty 
made.  That  you  will  come  with  safety  [safe  conduct!]  and  effect,  if 
armed  with  adequate  powers  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  content  with  terms  consistent  with  the  most 
perfect  good  faith  to  our  allies. 


•MSS.  D<!p.  of  State ;  see  Iiitrmhictiou,  $$  150, 204 ;  Lee  to  Vergenncs,  suprOf  Jan.  4, 
1779;  Vergennes  to  Lee,  Jan.  5,  1779. 
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On  these  couditions  oar  jarring  worlds  may  harmonize  again,  and  I 
am  fully  persuaded  that  delay  will  only  add  to  these  demands  and 
render  the  blessed  work  of  peace  more  difficult.  However  we  may  la- 
meutthe  calamities  of  war,  we  are  determined  it  shall  not  end  but  in 
permanent  peace  and  safety. 

You  have  always  known  me  to  be  sincere,  and  you  may  be  most  as- 
sured that  I  never  was  more  so  than  at  present.    Adieu. 

Arthur  Lee. 


A.  Lee  to  Vergexmee.* 

CUAILLOT,  January  8, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  your  excellency  the  answer  which  I 
should  have  written  to  Dr.  lierkeuhont,  had  I  sent  one.  I  have  studied 
the  court  of  London  and  its  agents  very  much  and  for  a  long  time,  and 
I  conceive  that  it  is  most  for  our  interest  to  treat  them  with  pride,  if 
not  with  an  appearance  of  contempt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

P.  S. — My  letters  from  Eugland  announce  that  a  fleet  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  sail,  with  provisions  for  the  English  islands,  is  to  sail  from 
Oork  in  a  short  time  with  an  escort  of  two  sail  of  the  line  and  one  frigate. 


Gerard  to  the  Piesideut  of  CougreBe.t 
[TraDslaiion.] 

PniLADELPHiA,  Januaiff  10, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  can  not  forbear  to  present  to  Congress  the  striking  observa- 
tions occasioned  by  the  delay  which  the  answer  to  my  representation  of 
the  beginning  of  the  piist  month  meets  with.  Already  the  enemies  of 
the  common  cause  represent  it  as  a  proof  of  the  diversity  of  the  opinions 
which  prevail  in  Congress,  as  if  there  could  exist  a  contrariety  of  senti- 
ments upon  a  subject  so  simple  and  a  matter  so  clear  that,  to  call  it  in 
question  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  to  call  in  question  the  solidity,  and 
even  the  existence,  of  the  alliance.  Certainly,  sir,  no  one  is  further  than 
myself  from  adopting  suspicions  which  would  bo  so  fatal  to  the  common 
cause ;  but  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  explain  the  motives  which  should 
induce  Congress  to  give  to  this  subject  a  ready,  formal,  and  explicit 
declaration.  They  know  that  erroneous  opinions  become  more  difficult 
to  destroy  when  they  have  had  time  to  take  root  in  men's  minds ;  it  is 
then  wished  to  remedy  the  evil,  but  it  is  found  irremediable.     The 

•  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  535.  1 5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  574. 
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greater  part  of  these  reflections  is  applicable,  in  an  equal  degree,  to  tbe 
declaration  which  I  had  the  honor  to  nisike  to  Congress  on  the  5th  of 
this  month,  and  I  wait  impatiently  for  answers  which  may  quiet  my 
court  against  the  efforts  made  by  the  enemies  to  draw  from  the  facts 
in  question  inferences  injurious  to  the  allies  and  the  alliance,  efibrts  of 
which  Congress  alone  can  avoid  the  dangers.  My  zeal  and  my  respect 
do  not  allow  me  to  conceal  from  them  apprehensions  which  seem  to  mo 
but  too  well  founded  and  worthy  of  all  their  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Obraud. 


On  the  12th  of  January,  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  publi- 
cation in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  the  2d  and  5tli  instants,  under  the 
title  of  <'  Common  Sense  to  the  Public  on  Mr.  Deane^s  Al!*air,"  of  which 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
has  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author,  and  also  tlie  memorials  of 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  of  the  5th  and  10th  instant,  re- 
specting the  said  publication,  '^liesolved,  unanimousl}',  that  in  answer 
to  the  memorials  of  the  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty 
of  the  5th  and  10th  instant,  the  President  be  directed  to  assure  the  said 
minister  that  Congress  do  fully,  in  the  clearest  and  most  explicit  man- 
ner, disavow  the  publications  referred  to  in  his  said  memorials,  and  as 
they  are  convinced,  by  indisputable  evidence,  that  the  supplies  shipped 
in  the  Amphiirit^y  Seine^  and  Mercury  were  not  a  present,  and  that  his 
most  Christian  majesty,  the  grejit  and  generous  ally  of  these  United 
Stiites,  did  not  preface  his  alliance  with  any  supplies  whatever  sent  to 
America,  so  they  have  not  authorized  the  writer  of  the  said  publication 
to  make  any  such  assertions  as  <ire  contained  therein,  but,  ou  the  con- 
trary, do  highly  disapprove  of  the  same.''* 


Vergcmics  to  Arthur  Lce.t 
[Translation.] 

Versailles,  January  10,  1770. 

Sir:  I  received  with  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
me  the  8ih  a  copy  of  your  answer  to  Dr.  Berkenhout,  which  is  noble 
and  frank.  These  are  not  qualities  the  most  cherislied  in  Enp^land,  but 
it  is  gooil  they  should  know  there  that  your  intentions  are  not  dilTer- 
eut  from  those  of  your  constituents,  and  that  they  in  vain  attempt  your 


•  Tlio  conference  of  CJcranl  with  Congross  in  respect  to  Paino's  nsaortion  that  the 
funds snpplied  in  Franco  to  Donne  were  "  pronii8(Ml  and  on<;aj;<'<l,  and  thataan  prcfietitf 
before  he  (Deane)  ever  arrived  in  France,"  which  Gerard  denied,  is  given  in  MS8. 
voL  114,  Records  Dep.  of  vState.     (See  Introdnction,  $  52.) 

tl  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  539. 
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and  titoir  fidelity.    Agreeable  to  onr  advices  from  England,  the  gal 
of  wind  towards  tlie  end  of  last  month  liave  much  disordered  the  numt 
0U8  convoys  that  wore  prepared  for  the  two  Americas.    I  am  going 
acquaint  M.  de  Sarliue  of  the  one  that  is  about  sailing  from  Cork. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  eto., 

Db  VBItQENNBS. 


DunUM  to  the  Commlaalooera  at  Poria.' 

Tub  IIaque,  January  12, 1779. 
Gentlemen:  The  States  of  Holland  assemble  to-morrow.  Ourfriei 
comes  this  evening,  and  I  shall  see  him.  Tbey  are  here  every  <Ii 
more  embarrassed.  Far  from  tbe  answer  to  the  memoir  sent  by  the 
high  mightinosses  to  their  ambassador  at  Paris  Iwiug  accepted,  tl 
ambassador  of  Fr;uico  has  received  an  express  from  his  court,  tl 
purport  of  which  we  shall  know  at  the  same  time  with  the  result  of  tl 
deliberations  of  tbe  States  of  Holland. 

Januabt  13. 

The  assembly  to-day  has  been  occupied  only  with  simple  fonnalitie 
I  know  on  very  good  authority  that  Amsterdam  will  have  permissit 
to  trade  to  the  French  Isles  in  America,  as  well  directly  as  by  the  wi 
of  St.  Eiistatia  and  Gura^oa;  and  I  have  been  authorized  to  infor 
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January  16  (morning). 

Yesterday,  the  15th,  in  the  evening,  the  ambassador  sought  me  out 
to  go  and  confirm,  on  his  part,  to  our  friend  that  this  morning  he  should 
present  a  memorial  to  the  president  of  their  high  mightinesses  with 
the  new  order  of  the  king,  which  excludes  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  from  the  favors  which  France  permits  neutrals  to 
enjoy  on  the  sea  and  in  her  ports,  and  preserves  them  only  to  the  flag 
of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  after  that  he  should  (though  against 
usage)  make  the  circuit  of  the  hotels  of  all  the  cities  of  Holland,  and 
testify  to  their  resi)ective  pensionaries  the  regret  and  repugnance  with 
which  the  king  will  see  himself  forced  by  themselves  to  publish  the 
said  order.  I  waited  at  the  Hdtel  de  France  till  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing to  give  to  the  ambassador,  who  supped  abroad,  the  answer  of  our 
friend.  He  sent  it  off  the  same  night  by  express  to  bis  court,  and  I  hold 
myself  ready  this  morning  to  report  on  his  part  to  our  friend  the  manner 
in  which  all  shall  pass. 

16  (evening). 

This  morning  the  ambassador,  after  having  presented  his  memorial 
to  the  president  of  their  high  mightinesses,  made  the  rounds  to  give  in- 
formation of  it  to  the  grand  pensionary  of  Holland,  to  the  secretary  of 
their  high  mightinesses,  to  the  prince  stadtholder,  to  the  pensionaries 
of  the  cities  of  Amsterdam,  Dort,  Brille,  and  liotterdam.  He  was  nearly 
two  hours  with  the  deputies  of  this  last  city.  He  testified  to  all  of  them 
the  regret  of  the  king  in  having  to  withdraw  from  them  his  favors,  and 
to  permit  one  patriotic  city  alone  to  enjoy  them.  All  manifested  more 
dis(M)ntent  at  this  distinction  than  at  the  privation,  and  there  is  danger 
of  1  know  not  what  Hital  conseciuences.  They  pretend  that  it  is  a  thing 
without  example,  and  against  their  constitution,  to  treat  with  one  city 
only.  The  ambassador  replied  to  them  tiiat  this  was  a  wrong  view; 
that  there  was  neither  treaty  nor  convention  between  France  and  Am- 
sterdam, but  that  he  merely  let  this  place  continue  to  enjoy  what  she 
enjoyed  before,  and  that  the  republic  ought  to  be,  on  the  contrary,  well 
satisfied  that  by  means  of  this  city  she  would  not  lose  all.  The  next 
week  he  will  see  the  pensionaries  of  the  other  cities.  For  the  rest  I  am 
of  opinion  that  all  this  will  be  arranged  yet  satisfactorily,  and  that  the 
republic,  seeing  that  the  thing  is  serious,  will  take  the  part  of  giving 
satisfaction  to  France. 

January  17. 

I  gave  the  ambasador  to-diiy  an  account  of  the  discourse  that  I  held 
yesterday  with  our  friend.  I  must  return  to  morrow  with  the  ambassa- 
dor. I  only  tell  you,  gentlemen,  the  essentials,  and  spare  you  the  de- 
tails of  messages  which  they  charge  mo  with,  whose  result  only  is  inter- 
esting. My  interposition  saves  the  noise  there  would  be  from  too  fre- 
quent interviews  between  persons  who  are  watched. 
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January  20. 

Tho  two  pensionaries  of  Amsterdam  went  this  morning  on  the  part 
of  tbeir  city  to  the  house  of  the  ambassador  to  give  thanks,  and  to 
say  that  they  hoped  his  majesty  woald  not  deprive  the  other  confed- 
erates of  favors  which  he  is  willing  to  preserve  to  them.  Thence  they 
went  to  the  grand  pensionary,  to  give  him  information  of  this  proceed- 
ing. In  place  of  sour  looks  and  altercations,  which  they  expected  as 
well  at  the  States  of  the  Province  today  as  elsewhere,  they  were 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  themselves  treated  everywhere  with  much 
respect.  Those  of  Rotterdam,  among  others,  sought  their  intercession 
for  their  city.  The  merchants  of  Rotterdam  came  to  implore  the  pro- 
tection of  the  gentlemen  of  Amsterdam,  who  properly  sent  them  away 
to  their  own  magistrates.  The  ambassador,  on  his  part,  notified  this 
morning  the  grand  pensionary  by  word  of  mouth,  and  afterwards  at 
his  request  by  a  note  in  form  of  a  letter,  that  the  king  has  fixed  the 
26tli  of  January  to  publish  the  new  order,  if  he  should  not  receive  such 
an  answer  as  he  demands. 

January  21.* 

Nothing  is  done  yet.  The  advice  of  the  admiralty  proposed  to-day 
to  the  States  of  Holland  is  in  contradiction  with  itself.  They  annul, 
in  truth,  their  famous  resolution  of  the  18th  of  November  as  to  the  re- 
striction of  convoy  (from  which  they  wished  then  to  exclude  ship  tim- 
ber), but  would  suspend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  to  the  exten- 
sion of  these  convoys  until  the  time  when  they  would  assign  their 
crews.  This  is  only  pushing  time  by  the  shoulders;  it  is  the  Lernean 
hydra,  whose  heads  started  up  in  place  of  those  that  were  de- 
stroyed, for  they  agree  on  all  the  rest  There  were  yesterday  only 
altercations  and  reproaches,  to  which  those  of  Amsterdam  answered 
with  as  nmch  moderation  and  decency  as  firmness.  All  has  been  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow,  and  if  they  will  decide  the  affair  by  the  majority, 
Amsterdam  will  protest  anew. 

January  22. 

-Nothing  yet  is  done  in  the  assembly  of  Holland.  The  grand  pen- 
sionary had  x)roposed  a  dr<ift  of  a  resolution,  which  Amsterdam  would 
not  agree  to,  because  there  were  terms  which  appear  deceptive,  and 
which  were  susceptible  of  a  different  explanation  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don from  what  it  might  receive  at  that  of  France.  The  principle  is 
this:  Tliey  would  delay  the  final  resolution  for  the  extension  of  convoy 
to  the  2Gth,  the  day  when  the  admiralty  must  assign  the  crews  and 
armament.  Now,  this  extension  will  only  signify  in  roliitiou  to  one 
of  the  powers  the  force  of  the  convoys;  in  relation  to  the  other,  the 
suspension  of  convoy  for  ship  timber.  Those  of  Haarlem  have,  there- 
fore, proposed  some  amendments.  If  all  acquiesce,  they  may  to-mor- 
row adopt  a  unanimous  resQlution  that  ma^  perhaps  satisfy  France. 
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January  23. 

Yet  undecided.  All  the  cities,  meanwhile,  arc  of  one  mind  with 
Amsterdam  on  the  plan  proposed  by  Haarlem.  But  a  great  personage 
with  the  majority  of  the  nobility  still  dispute  about  the  terms.  Pend- 
ing this,  a  courier  has  been  dispatched  to-day  to  Paris  to  obtaiu,  if 
possible,  a  further  delay  of  a  week  in  favor  of  the  city  of  Amstenlam, 
which  strongly  iuterceded  in  behalf  of  the  othei*s.  It  remains  to  be 
known  if  this  courier  can  arrive  in  time  on  the  2Gth.  Amsterdam  has 
declared  today  that  she  will  remain  firm  and  immovable,  and  will 
neither  suffer  herself  to  be  forced  nor  deceived — a  very  strong  expression. 

January  29. 

Oontrary  to  all  appearances,  they  have  not  resolved  anything  to- 
day. The  answer  proposed  by  the  admiralty  was  so  obscure  and  am- 
biguous, that  Amsterdam  has  given  notice  that  she  will  protest  again 
that  it  was  only  necessary  to  communicate  to  France  the  resolution  of 
the  26th  instant,  by  which  the  republic  repealed  that  of  the  .18th  of 
November,  which  displeased  France,  and  embraced  the  most  perfect 
neutrality.  T|iey  were  not  willing  to  follow  this  advice,  and  they  have 
again  prolonged  the  assembly  till  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next.  They 
wish  to  deceive  us,  said  our  friend,  but  they  will  not  succeed. 

February  4. 
The  assembly  of  Holland  resolved  to-day,  by  a  majority,  on  the  an- 
swer to  be  given  to  France,  referred  from  yesterday,  against  which 
Amsterdam,  with  Haarlem,  has  renewed  formally  her  protestation  of 
the  lUth  of  December;  after  which  the  assembly  separated.  It  will  meet 
again  the  25th  of  February. 

February  16. 

The  States-General  hiive  not  yet  made  answer  to  the  ambassador. 
The  deputies  of  the  provinces  have  declared  that  they  were  not  au- 
thorized thereto  by  their  constituents. 

I  am  returned  from  Amsterdam,  where  I  have  t  ecu  to  see  if  the 
lour  new  burgomasters  who  have  entered  npon  oflice  are  in  the  same 
disposition  as  those  of  the  past  year;  and  1  have  Ibund  that  all  goes 
on  well;  as  also  if  the  merchants  intend  to  profit  forth  with  by  the  priv- 
ileges conceded  to  them.  A  letter  will  not  admit  of  the  details,  which 
1  have  communicated  hereon  to  the  ambassador  of  France.  The 
paper  here  annexed,  which  I  have  drawn  np  and  circulated,  will  give 
you  a  summary  view  of  all  that  has  passed  of  interest. 

Our  friend  has  sent  me  the  materials  for  a  ])lan  of  a  treaty  between 
the  two  republics.  I  am  occupied  with  it.  As  soon  it  is  drafted  li 
will  make  copies  for  America  and  Paris. 

The  long  silence  that  America  keeps,  and  the  rumors  which  are  in- 
dustriously spread,  and  which  nobody  has  authentically  contradicteil, 
of  divisions  that  prevail  there,  of  the  submission  even  of  two  or  three  of 
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the  most  Soutliorn  States,  and  oven  of  Vtrgiiiin,  make  me  see  and  e 
porieuce  uioru  roscrve  aud  tiuiidity,  on  tbe  part  oveu  of  tbose  of  Ai 
stenlam,  tliau  in  the  pust  year.  I  iiray  God  to  guard  Aiaerioa  fro 
trnitors  as  well  aa  from  oi>eu  eneuiies. 

FXOBUAilT  34. 

Tliei-e  i8  a  letter  from  Uie  prince  Btatltliolder  to  the  States  of  ti 
Province  of  Friosland,  whioli  wtll  have  sflrions  consequences,  l>ooau 
it  is  very  partial  to  Enghmd  and  against  Franco.  I  lind  tlio  good  fc 
tunc,  Friday,  the  19th,  to  be  able  to  procure  an  nuthontio  copy  of  it  I 
the  ambassador.  I  learned  tlie  same  day  that  it  was  printoil  at  Ai 
8t«rdani.  It  soIIh,  circnlates  rapidly,  and  makes  much  uoise. 
I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  etc, 

DUHAS. 


Sardna  to  th«  CommlHtonvrB  at  pMris.* 

[Tianalfttinn.] 

Vrrkaillks,  January  13,  1779. 

Obntlehbn  :  I  havo  received  your  letter  of  tliu  2d  inntant.     I  kiic 

that  yon  direct  yonr  agouti,  in  difjeront  portH  of  tlio  kingdom,  to  nn 

ply  American  prisoners  escaped  or  roliirning  from  Kngland  with  wbn 

ever  may  be  uecossary  on  their  arrival;  but  you  apiiear  not  to  ha' 
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HoweyeFi  whether  there  be  »  cougress  or  not,  we  can  not  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  geutlemau  you  meutiou,  uor  advise  him  to  take 
auy  steps  in  the  business. 

We  have  also  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  December,  inform- 
ing us  of  your  draft  upon  us  for  twenty-four  thousand  livres,  at  one 
mouth's  date,  payable  to  Mr.  Grand.    The  bill  of  exchange  itself  has 
also  been  presented  to  us,  and  accepted. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
Arthur  Lbe« 
John  Adams. 


Congress — ^Fidelity  to  French  AlUanoe.* 

January  14,  1779. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  House  by  the  honorable 
Sienr  Oerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  that  'Mt  is  pretended 
the  United  States  have  preserved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great 
Britain  separately  from  their  ally  as  long  as  Great  Britain  shall  not 
have  declared  war  against  the  king  his  master :  Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  as  neither  France  nor  these  United  States 
may  of  right,  so  these  United  States  will  not,  conclude  either  truce  or 
peace  with  the  common  enemy  without  the  formal  consent  of  their 
ally  first  obtained^  and  that  any  matters  or  things  which  may  be  insin- 
uated or  asserted  to  the  contrary  thereof  tend  to  the  injury  and  dis- 
houor  of  the  said  States.t 


Q^erard  to  the  President  of  Congress.^ 
[Trauslaiioii.] 

PHiLADELPntA,  January  14,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  you  honored  mo  on  the 
13th  of  this  month,  on  sending  me  the  resolution  of  Congress  in  answer 
to  the  representations  which  I  had  the  houor  to  make  to  it  on  the  5th 
and  10th. 

I  request  you  to  receive,  and  to  offer  to  Congress,  all  the  sensibility 
with  which  1  have  seen  the  frank,  noble,  and  explicit  miiuuer  in  which 
they  have  destroyed  false  and  dangerous  insinuations,  which  might  de- 
ceive the  misinformed  people,  and  give  arms  to  the  enemies  of  the  com- 
mon cause. 

The  king,  my  master,  sir,  does  not  need  these  proofs  in  order  to  place 


•  MSS.  Dop.  of  State;  printed  socrot  jounmlH  of  Conjjress. 
t  See  infraf  procoediiijrs  of  Congress,   ITeb.  15,  23,  21,  1779. 
I  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  575. 
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Lia  connilciico  in  tbo  (lintMisitioii  of  flrmiiotw  and  constancy  wliicli  ia  o 
liibitol  l>y  UoiigrcHs  iu  tbu  pnnufplcs  of  tho  alHiuioo;  but  liis  mfyea' 
will  lUwiiya  sco  with  ploasuro  tlio  iiiuimiret)  that  OougreSB  sbull  take 
mniutjuu  its  reputation  iiniolate,  aud  it  is  from  tbia  saniu  cousiderstit 
tliat  I  flatter  myself  be  will  bave  fonod  my  ropresentatioa  of  tbe  7th 
Ueccmber  last  equally  wortby  of  bis  atteutiou. 
1  am,  with  losiKct  and  esteem,  etc., 

Gkrard. 


FruilclU)  to  th«  Conuutnee  of  Forolgn  Affaira.* 

PA88Y,  January  15, 1779. 
Okmtlembn  :  It  being  undoubtedly  our  duty  to  give  tbe  clcare 
account  to  (.'ougrcss  of  tbe  diabursemeiit  of  tbeir  money  intrusted  to  u 
aiul  as  I  apiiretieiid  our  advauciug  to  Hr.  Wlltlaui  Lee  aud  Mr.  Ual[ 
Izard  so  largo  a  sum  ns  four  tbouaaod  gaiueas  at  oiiu.-,  in  February,  177 
witbout  any  order  of  Congress  for  so  doing,  and  at  a  time  when  mouc 
was  most  nauted  to  fulfill  their  nctual  orders  in  the  ]>urcha8e  of  arm 
etc.,  may  snbject  the  commissioners  to  censure,  I  tbiuk  itriglit  ai 
necessary  to  relate  tbo  cireumstaiices,  tlint  tliey  may  bo  coiuniuuicati 
to  onr  constitutenls.  Tboee  gentlemen,  then,  having  represented  to  M 
Dennc,  Mr.  Lee,  aud  myself  that,  though  they  bad  received  commissioi 
to  go  and  reside  nt  tbectmrta  of  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Florence,  uo  pr 
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handB,  but  requiring  bis  receipt  for  it  siS  tbeir  iiiouoy,  for  wbicli  bo  was 
to  be  accountable  to  tbcin  only.  Tbis  enormous  sum  liaving  been  re- 
ceived by  tbose  gentlemen  not  above  ton  montbs,  I  was  still  more  sur- 
prised wben  tbe  following  letters  were  communicated  to  me  by  my 
present  colleagues,  requiring  more  money.  My  colleague  Mr.  Adams 
was  at  first  as  mucb  surprised  as  myself * 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Pahis,  January  15, 1779. 

OENTLEBfEN :  [I  bave  tbe  bonor,  gentlemen,  of  enclosing  you  copies 
of  my  answer  to  Dr.  Berkenbout  and  my  correspondence  witb  tbe  min- 
ister U]>ou  tbe  same.  Knowing  bow  little  sincerity  or  bonor  tbere  is  in 
the  intentions  of  tbe  King  of  England  and  bis  agents,  I  expect  to  bear 
Dotbing  more  ui)Ou  tbe  subject.]| 

Our  enemies  are  in  as  mucb  confusion  and  disorder  as  possible.  Ad- 
miral Kepi>el's  trial,  wbicb  is  considered  as  a  sort  of  an  assassination, 
bas  revolted  all  men's  minds.  Tbose  of  Sir  Uugb  Palliser  and  tbe 
Howes  are  soon  to  follow.  Tbe  demon  of  discord  bas  ligbted  among 
tbem  bis  most  destructive  torcb.  Tboy  bave  made  some  attempts  on 
tbe  lauded  ]>roperty  in  Wales,  wbicb  is  likely  to  raise  tbsit  ]>nncipa1ity 
against  tbem  if  tbey  persist ;  and  tbe  king  is  not  remarkable  for  tbe  wis- 
dom of  retracting  from  what  be  bas  once  comnicncod.  It  is  at  ])resent 
by  no  means  improbable  tliat  tbey  will  bave  intestine  commotions  to 
emi>loy  tbem  in  tbe  course  of  tbis  year,  and  tlicir  possessions  arc  so  ill 
provided,  tbat  many  of  them  must  fall  an  easy  prey  to  our  ally.  The 
parting  proclamatiou  and  manifesto  of  their  commissioners  has  dis- 
graced them  mucb  in  Europe,  and  tbe  counter  manifesto  of  Congress 
is  generally  api)roved. 

A  large  West  India  ileet  and  transport,  victuallers  of  two  hundred 
sail,  witb  twenty-live  sail  of  men-of-war  to  convoy  them,  were  lately 
dispersed  by  a  terrible  storm  in  the  channel.  A  most  valuable  East 
Indiamau  was  sunk  to  the  bottom  by  the  Russel^  a  74gun  ship,  which 
was  greatly  damaged.  Many  of  their  transi)orts  were  forced  into  the 
harbors  of  France  and  captured.  The  loss,  damage,  and  delay  are 
very  considerable,  and  the  more  distressing  to  them,  as  they  are  with 
great  reason  under  infinite  apprehensions  for  the  fate  of  their  islands. 
It  is  supposed  that  only  five  of  the  menof-war  are  to  continue  witb 
them  quite  to  tbe  West  Indies. 


*  Here  tbo  maiuiscript  breaks  ofT,  iipparontly  in  an  nnfiuislied  8t:iic. — Spaiiks'. 
tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  SpiirkH*  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  539,  with  omissions  and  verbal 
changes. 
t  Passage  io  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
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There  are  many  doubts  of  their  being  able  to  raise  the  loan  they 
want,  and  it  certainly  will  not  be  procured  but  on  most  ruinous 
terms.  In  short,  their  distress  begins  to  be  proportioned  to  their  deserts, 
and  is  only  exceeded  by  the  folly  of  their  councils. 

There  is  not  yet  any  appearance  of  a  pacification  in  Germany ;  and 
the  city  of  Amsterdam  is  exerting  its  utmost  to  pi'eserve  the  States- 
General  in  their  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Oerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[TraDslatioD.] 

Philadelphia,  January  15, 1770. 

Sir  :  With  all  my  eagerness  for  whatever  can  be  agreeable  to  Con- 
gress, I  have  made  use  of  their  resolution  relative  to  M.  Duportail  t  and 
the  officers  who  accompany  him.  They  feel  much  honored  by  the  praises 
which  their  services  and  conduct  have  merited,  as  well  as  by  the  confi- 
dence which  Congress  shows  in  them,  by  desiring  them  to  pass  another 
campaign  in  the  service  of  the  Cnited  States.  Their  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed,  expresses  their  resolution  to  accept  this  invitation, 
and  moreover  contains  proofs  of  an  unlimited  confidence  in  the  justice 
and  goodness  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  doubt,  sir,  that  these  sentiments  will  increase  the  degree  of 
esteem  and  good  will  which  they  already  deserve  on  account  of  their 
distinguished  services.  This  afi:air  being  thus  settled,  I  shall  lose  no 
time  in  asking  of  the  king  the  consent  which  the  ofiicers  of  engineers 
need.  My  knowledge  of  the  dispositions  of  the  king  and  his  ministry 
in  relation  to  whatever  may  be  useful  to  the  United  States  does  not 
allow  me  to  doubt  that  my  conduct  and  the  attachment  of  these  ofiicers 
to  the  American  service  will  be  approved. 
I  aui,  with  respectful  esteem,  etc., 

Gerard. 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  G7G. 

t  Duportail  (Louis  Lebegne)  was  ono  of  tlio  first  engineers  engaged  by  Deane  in 
Paris  in  1776.  He  was  appointed  colonel  of  engineers  on  his  arrival  at  Piiiladelpbia, 
and  became  brigadier- general  on  Nov.  17,  1777,  and  major-general  on  Nov.  10,  1781, 
in  recognition  of  bis  services  in  the  command  of  tbe  engineer  department  at  York- 
town.  He  materially  aided  La  Fayette  during  the  latter's  Virginia  campaign.  Du- 
portail on  bis  return  to  France  became  mar^^cbal  de  camp ;  and  was  at  tbe  bead  of 
tbe  war  department  in  1790-^91.  He  escaped  to  America  during  tbe  reign  of  terror,  but 
died  at  sea  on  tue  return  voyage.     See  Introduction,  i  78. 
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Duportail,  La  Radiere,  and  Laumoy  to  M.  Grerard.' 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  January  15, 1779. 

Sm :  We  have  been  penetrated  with  gratitude  on  seeing  in  the  resola- 
tiou  of  Congress,  annexed  to  your  excellency's  letter,  proofs  of  esteem 
with  which  we  are  honored  by  our  illustrious  general,  and  which  gives 
occasion  to  the  proposition  which  is  made  to  us  of  continuing  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  through  the  next  campaign.  We  willingly  con- 
sent to  it,  since  your  excellency  thinks  that  we  shall  thereby  fulfill  the 
intentions  of  the  court,  and  since  you  are  so  kind  as  to  take  upon  your- 
self the  trouble  of  asking  from  it  the  necessary  permission.  Eelying  also 
on  the  justice  of  Congress  for  the  favors  which  we  may  merit  from 
longer  services,  wo  affix  no  conditions  to  the  continuance  of  our  resi- 
dence in  America.  But  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  state,  that  being  deter- 
mined to  remain  here  by  our  desire  of  serving  and  of  being  useful  to 
the  United  States,  if  the  means  of  usefulness  should  disappear  on  any 
account  whatsoever  we  shall  be  desirous  of  preserving  the  liberty  of 
returning  into  our  country.  Sensible  of  the  interest  which  your  excel- 
lency is  80  kind  as  to  take  in  this  affair,  we  beg  you  to  accept  our  most 
humble  thanks. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants, 

dupobtail. 

La  Kadikre. 
Laumoy. 

P.  S. — M.  de  Goudion  has  said  that  he  would  agree  to  whatever  we 
should  do. 


Price  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Newington-Gbeen,  January  18, 1779. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  most  kind  and  excellent  letter,  together  with  the 
letter  conveying  the  resolution  of  Congress,  hiis  made  the  deepest  im- 
pression on  my  mind.  I  entreat  you  to  accept  yourself  and  to  deliver 
to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams  my  best  acknowledgments.  Though 
I  can  not  hesitate  about  the  reply  addressed  to  the  honorable  commis- 
sioners, and  through  them  to  Congress,  which  accompanies  this  letter, 
yet  so  flattering  a  testimony  of  the  regard  of  an  assembly  which  I  con- 
sider as  the  most  respectable  and  important  in  the  world  can  not  but 
give  me  the  highest  ))leasure,  and  I  shall  always  reckon  it  among  the 
first  honors  of  my  life. 

There  is  an  indolence  growing  upon  mo  as  I  grow  older  which  will 
probably  prevent  me  forever  from  undertaking  any  i)ublic  employment. 


•  r. 


5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  G76.  *  1  Sparks*  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  540. 
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When  i  am  in  iiiy  study  mid  among  my  books  aud  have  iiotbiug 
cucumber  inu  I  am  liuppy,  btit  so  weak  are  triy  spirits,  that  the  smolle 
hurry  ami  oven  uousciousiiess  of  having  anything  to  do  which  must  I 
done  will  sometimcB  distress  and  overpower  me.  What  I  have  writt4 
on  the  subject  of  linances  has  beeu  chiolly  an  amusement  whieb  I  In 
pursued  at  my  leisnro,  with  some  hope,  indeed,  but  very  little  expect 
tion,  of  its  being  useful.  Notliing  can  be  more  melanuholy  than  to  s< 
Boiuany  groat  Europonn  statos  doprossod  and  cripplotl  by  having  dob 
whitib  have  been  the  growth  of  agc»,  and  which  in  the  end  must  ru 
them,  but  which  a  small  appropriation  faithfully  applied  might  hn' 
always  kept  within  the  bounds  of  safety.  This  is  particularly  true  of  th 
country.  Hero  our  debts  mast  soon  produce  a  shocking  catastroph 
The  new  world  will,  I  hope,  take  waruiiig  and  profit  by  the  follies,  co 
ruptious,  and  miseries  of  the  old. 

My  pamphlets  on  the  principles  of  goveruineut  and  the  American  w 
were  extorted  from  mo  by  my  judgment  and  my  feelings.  They  ha' 
brouj;ht  upon  me  a  great  deal  of  abuse;  but  abundant  amends  ha' 
been  made  mo  by  the  apitrobatiou  of  many  of  tlie  best  men  here  ai 
abroad,  aud  iiarticularly  by  that  vote  of  Congress,  to  which  I  suppo 
they  may  have  contributed.  When  you  write  to  any  of  tbo  members 
that  assembly  be  so  good  as  to  rcprcsout  nie  na  a  zealous  frioud  to  1i 
erty,  who  is  anxiously  attentive  to  the  great  struggle  in  wbiuh  they  a 
engaged,  and  who  wishes  earnestly,  for  tbo  sake  of  Ihe  world,  tli 
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Congresa— Conduct  of  CommisBioners  abroad.* 

January  20, 1779. 

Resolvedj  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  State  be  ap- 
pointed, to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign  aifairs  of  these  United 
States,  and  also  the  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  commissioners  of 
these  States  in  Europe,  and  report  thereon.  Tlie  members  chosen :  Mr. 
Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duane,  IVIr.  Fell,  Mr. 
Searle,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens, 
and  Mr.  Langworthy.t 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

Philadblphia,  January  21, 1779. 

Sir  :  When  I  had  the  honor  of  waiting  on  Congress,  you  were  pleased 
to  inform  me  that  if  Congress  had  any  further  commands  for  me  I 
should  be  notified  thereof.  Not  having  receiveil  any  notice  from  you 
on  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  that  my  affairs  are  be- 
come so  pressing  and  so  peculiarly  circumstanced,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  attend  longer  without  doing  greater  prejudice  to  myself  and 
interest  than  lam  able  to  sustain.  1  must  therefore  request  of  you  to 
remind  Congress  of  my  situation,  and  that  you  will  inform  mo  of  their 
determination  respecting  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deank. 


Congress,  f 


January  21,  1770. 
Amemorial  fromM.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  and 
consul-general,  was  read,  enclosing  a  commission  of  consul  in  tlic  port 
of  Boston  and  other  ports  in  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  Sicur  .Valnais. 
The  commission  was  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  they  were 
instructed  to  register  it,  and  to  return  the  original  to  M.  Valnais,  and 
to  take  measures  for  making  him  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern 
as  consul  of  France  in  the  State  of  Mavssachusetts. 


•  M8S.  Dep.  of  Stato  ;  secret  journals  of  Congress. 

t  See  action  of  Congress,  supraj  Sept.  22,  1778 ;  infra ;  Mar.  24,  27,  Apr.  3,  15,  20, 
30,  June  10, 1779. 
tMSS.  Dep.  of  Stato;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  132. 
f  MSS.  secret  journals,  Dop.  of  Stato  ;  printed  journals  of  Congress. 
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Franklin  Lee  and  Adams  to  Vergennes/ 

Tassy,  January  24,  1779. 

We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  20th,  en- 
closing M.  de  Sartine's  answer  relative  to  the  convoy  which  we  requested 
of  your  excellency  for  the  ships  now  assembled  at  Mantes. 

We  are  totally  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  M.  de  Sartine  writes  of 
four  vessels  mentioned  by  us  as  ready  to  sail  and  a  convoy  having  sailed 
with  two  of  them.  We  never  mentioned  anything  concerning  those  four 
vessels,  nor  has  the  appointment  of  a  convoy  been  announced  to  us,  nor 
to  those  who  have  applied  through  us,  and  consequently  they  remain  in 
expectation  of  an  answer,  and  of  a  favorable  one,  through  his  mi^esty's 
goodness  and  our  application.  Wo  therefore  apprehend  that  M.  de 
Sartine  is  under  some  misinformation  on  that  subject. 

On  the  29th  of  December  we  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  excel- 
lency that  we  had  received  a  letter  signed  by  many  gentlemen  at  Nantes 
and  dated  the  15th  of  that  month,  informing  us  that  most  of  their  ves- 
sels were  ready  to  sail  to  America  and  that  others  were  expected  to  be 
ready  immediately,  so  that  the  convoy  might  be  ordered  as  soon  a  con- 
venience would  permit;  that  they  were  desirous  of  a  convoy  quite  to 
America,  if  consistent  with  his  majesty's  service,  or  at  least  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  Western  Islands ;  that  it  was  of  so  mncli  importance  to  our 
countrymen  to  be  supplied  with  goods  of  various  kinds,  and  especially 
with  warlike  stores,  and  there  are  so  many  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  individuals  now 
ready  to  go,  that  we  can  not  avoid  interesting  ourselves  with  your  ex;- 
cellency  that  a  sufiicient  convoy  may  be  appointed,  and  that  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  rendezvous  at  Nantes. 

On  the  9th  day  of  this  month  your  excellency  wrote  us  desiring  to 
know  at  what  port  the  vessels  for  wliich  we  solicited  a  convoy  were 
collected.  To  this  we  replied  on  the  15th,  those  vessels  are  at  Nantes, 
where  they  wait  for  the  convoy,  which  we  hope  may  be  ordered  immedi- 
ately, as  a  letter  we  received  yesterday  from  a  large  number  of  gentle- 
men at  Nantes  informs  us  that  many  vessels  with  valuable  cargoes 
have  been  waiting  a  considerable  time  for  the  convoy. 

We  are  since  well  informed  that  the  number  of  vessels  is  about  fif- 
teen. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  by  these  proceedings  that  from  the  mid- 
dle of  Inst  month  to  this  time  the  gentlemen  who  have  applied  through 
us  for  a  convoy,  and  aniong  whom  are  some  as  respectable  as  any  in  our 
country,  have  been  waiting  at  a  considerable  expense  in  expectation  of 
their  request  being  granted.  They  had  so  full  a  confidence  that  such 
an  application  would  be  successful  that  they  for  some  time  im2)uted 
their  disappointment  to  our  neglect. 

We  therefore  beseech  of  your  excellency  that  as  strong  a  convoy  as 


MSS.  Dcp.  of  state. 
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can  bo  spared  either  quite  tlirough  or  to  the  westward  of  the  Western 
Islands  may  be  granted  immediately ;  as  we  conceive  the  supplies  that 
are  to  go  are  of  very  great  importance  to  the  UnitcdStatcs,  and  that 
they  will  certainly  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands  if  unprotected. 


Franklin  to  Hartley.* 

Passy,  January  25,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  a  long  time  believed  that  your  Government  were  in 
earnest  in  agreeing  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  begin  now  to  think 
I  wsis  mistaken.  It  seems  they  can  not  give  up  the  pleasingidea  of  having 
at  the  end  of  the  war  one  thousand  Americans  to  hang  for  high  treason. 
You  were  also  long  of  opinion  that  the  animosity  against  America  was 
not  national  or  general ;  but  having  seen  the  exterminating  proclama- 
tion of  the  commissioners  approved  by  king,  lords,  and  commons,  and 
that  not  attended  by  any  marks  of  popular  disapprobation,  perhaps  you 
too  begin  to  think  you  are  mistaken.  I  thank  you  for  writing  those 
excellent  letters  to  your  constituents.  1  like  all  but  your  reflections 
against  the  King  of  France  for  assisting  us.  In  my  mind  the  coming 
to  the  relief  of  an  innocent  people  under  the  bloody  oppression  your 
ministers  were  exercising  over  them,  and  exposing  himself  and  nation 
to  a  war  on  their  account,  was  not  only  what  any  prince  had  a  right  to 
do  for  the  sake  of  common  humanity,  but  was  a  magnanimous  and 
heroic  action,  that  is  admired  at  present  by  the  wise  and  good  through 
all  Europe,  and  will  hand  his  name  down  with  glory  to  posterity.  Our 
different  ways  of  thinking  in  this  particular  will  not,  however,  diminish 
our  private  friendship,  nor  impair  the  sentiment  of  sincere  esteem  and 
respect  with  which, 

I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  yours, 

B.  Franklin. 


Congress— Ford's  Treachery,  t 

January  2C,  1779. 

The  honorable  Meriwether  Smith  laid  before  Congress  sundry  papers, 
which  he  informed  the  House  coutained  matters  of  public  information, 
and  which  the  delegates  of  Virginia  were  instructed  to  lay  before 
Congress.    The  papers,  being  read,  are — 

1.  An  account,  headed  **  Sums  advanced  for  the  State  of  Virginia  by 
the  honorable  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  dated  the  3d  of  September,  1778," 
and  undersigned  "  A  true  copy,  n.  Ford,  secretary,"  on  which  is  en- 
dorsed as  follows:  "The  delegates  from  the  State  of  Virginia  are  in- 
structed to  lay  this  paper  before  Congress,  with  a  view  to  inform  them 
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that  Hezekiah  Ford,  who  sigus  it  as  socrotary  to  tbo  lionorable  Arthnr 
Lee,  hath  been  and  is  considered  by  the  governor  and  council  of  this 
State  as  an  enemy  to  the  American  cause  of  independeoce,  and  by  no 
means  a  fit  subject  to  be  near  the  person  of  an  American  commissioner 
in  Europe,  or  intrusted  with  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  United  [sic,]  or  of 
their  allies.    January  the  25th,  1779.'' 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  communicate  to  the 
honorable  Mr.  A.  Lee  by  the  first  opportunity  the  purport  of  the  above 
endorsement,  that  he  may  be  acquainted  with  the  character  of  Mr. 
Ford.» 


Franklin,  Lee,  and  Adams  to  John  Lloyd  and  others,  t 

Passy,  January  20,  1779. 

GENTLE3IEN :  We  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  21st 
of  this  month. 

You  desire  to  know  what  port  or  i)orts  is  or  are  made  free  pursuant 
to  the  treaty.  'We  believe  that  none  hs>s  as  yet  been  determined  on; 
at  present  all  the  ports  of  France  are  open  to  American  vessels  of  all 
denominations,  and  we  are  at  present  rather  doubtful  whether  it  would 
be  politic  in  us  tx)  apply  to  have  any  distinction  made.  If  the  appoint- 
ment of  free  ports  would  relieve  us  from  the  payment  of  duties,  import 
or  export,  we  should  apply  immediately;  but,  as  we  apprehend  this 
advantage  would  not  be  the  consequence,  the  limits  of  the  free  ports 
would  be  prescribed,  and  the  same  duties  must  be  paid,  upon  removing 
goods  within  or  without  those  limits,  as  are  now  paid  upon  the  imports 
and  exports.  Goods,  however,  might  be  brought  into  such  free  ports 
from  abroad  and  then  landed,  and  stand  for  a  time  and  then  exported 
without  paying  duties;  but  whether  tliis  would  be  any  great  lulvantage 
to  our  trade  you  are  better  judges  than  we.  We  shall  bo  glad  of  your 
advice  upon  this  head;  and,  if  you  think  of  any  advantages  of  consid- 
erable moment  that  would  arise,  we  shall  be  always  ready  to  apply  for 
such  an  appointment. 

We  are  sorry  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  you  any  acceptable  infor- 
mation respecting  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  Bar- 
bary  corsairs.  All  we  can  say  is,  that  wo  have  applied  to  the  ministry 
upon  this  head  some  months  ago,  and  received  satisfactory  expressions 
of  the  disposition  of  this  government  to  do  everything  which  is  stipu- 
lated in  that  article  of  the  treaty.  But  some  things  remain  to  be  de- 
termined by  Congress,  to  whom  we  have  written  upon  the  subject,  and 
we  must  necessarily  wait  their  instructions. 

There  are  two  inquiries  to  be  made,  viz :  which,  of  all  the  nations  who 

*  Seo  Introduction,  ^LHO. 
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uow  trailo  with  France,  is  tlic  most  fuvorui],  and  what  dtitieH  are  paid 
by  that  nation  ?  Those  diitien,  and  the«e  only,  we  8ai)po8e  we  are  to 
pay;  and  as  soon  sis  cironnisUuices  will  permit  (I  wo  ofns  liavin^i^  been 
for  a  fortnight  very  ill  and  one  of  ns  continning  so)  we  shall  apply  to 
the  luinistry  for  an  eclaireissenient  npon  this  head,  which  we  will  en- 
deavor to  communicate  to  you  as  soon  im  we  shall  obtain  it. 

Wo  have  received  an  answer  to  our  hist  ai)2)lication  for  a  convoy  from 
their  excellencies  Count  do  Ycrgonnes  and  M.  do  ISartine;  but  the  an- 
swcra  convinced  us  that  M.  do  ISartino  was  under  some  misinformation  or 
misunderstivnding  relative  to  the  business,  which  obliged  us  to  write 
again.  As  soon  as  wo  shall  bo  honored  with  an  answer,  we  will  com- 
municate the  result  of  it  to  you. 

Meantime  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedieut  humble  servants, 

li.   FuANKlilN. 

AuriiUR  Lkk. 
John  Adams. 


Izard  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affaira.  * 

Pauls,  Jnnnary  Ii8,  1771). 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  Congress  that  the 
political  state  of  iOuroi»e  has  prevented  the  Grand  J>uke  of  Tuscany 
from  receiving  me  in  the  character  of  tlu'ir  representative,  and  ns  I 
thought  it  would  be  injurious  to  them  it'  I  had  resided  at  his  court  in 
any  other  character  1  have  remained  in  France,  ready  to  embrace  the 
lirst  opi)ortunily  of  obeying  the  orders  of  Congress  if  any  change  of 
circumstances  should  i^utit  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

In  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  "that  the  commissioners 
at  the  other  courts  in  Europe  be  empowerecl  to  draw  bills  of  exchange 
from  time  to  time  for  the  amount  of  their  expenses  upon  the  commis- 
sioners at  the  court  of  France,"  1  drew  a  bill  of  exchange  on  the  iLMIi 
instant  for  live  hundred  louis  d'ors  on  the  connnissioners  at  this  court, 
and  1  waited  on  them  at  Fassy  with  it  myself  for  acceptance.  I  pre- 
sented it  to  Dr.  Franklin,  as  eldest,  who  refused  to  accej^t  it.  lie  said 
the  two  thousand  louis  d'ors,  which  I  had  already  had  were  so  extrav- 
agant a  sum  that  he  was  sure  I  could  not  have  spent  it;  and,  if  1  had, 
ho  saw  no  rcjison  why  Congrcvss  should  maintain  my  family.  Congress 
will  bo  plciised  to  recollect  that  my  connnission  is  dated  July  1,  1777, 
and  that  1  received  it  the  September  following.  Dr.  Franklin  atlded 
that  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  May,  1778,  to  which  I  referred  him, 
directed  that  the  commissioners  aMhe  other  courts  of  Europe  should 
draw  bills  for  the  amount  of  their  expenses  ;  but  as  I  was  not  at  Flor- 

^  MSS.  Dop.  o£  Slato  ;  1  Sp.iiks'  Dip.  Kov.  Ct»rr.,  7UU,  Nvilh  vcubal  cliangoM. 
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encCylie  wa.8  deteiiiiiiiod  not  to  consent  tliat  any  nioru  money  Bbould 
be  paid  ine,  and  I  might  protest  the  bill  if  1  plejised.  I  desired  that 
he  would  favor  me  with  his  reasons  in  writing,  which  ho  promised  to 
do;  but  though  I  wrote  him  eight  days  after  about  it,  and  received 
a  repetition  of  his  iiromise  under  his  hand,  lie  has  not  to  this  di^y  paid 
the  least  regard  to  it.  Congress  will  judge,  when  thry  consider  the 
differences  which  have  for  some  time  pivst  unhappily  subsisted  between 
us  by  what  motive  Dr.  Franklin  hsis  been  actuated  in  the  conduct 
which  I  have  just  stated,  and  will,  I  hope,  take  such  measures  as  will 
for  the  future  prevent  any  such  unjustifiable  proceedings. 

As  the  commissioners  at  the  other  courts  of  Europe  are  directed  to 
draw  bills  of  exchange  for  their  support  on  the  representatives  of  Con- 
gress at  the  court  of  France,  the  situation  of  the  former  will  bo  very 
dei»lorablo  if  the  latter  are  allowed  the  liberty  of  disobey  ing  those  orders 
of  Congress,  whatever  may  be  the  pretence  for  such  disobedience.  At 
the  time  of  Dr.  Franklin's  refusal  to  accept  my  bills  for  five  hundred 
louis  d'ors  there  were  in  the  hands  of  the  ])ublic  banker  between  two 
hundred  thousand  and  three  hundred  thousand  livres.  Dr.  Franklin  is 
not  empowered  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  my  going  into  Italy  or  stay- 
ing in  France.  I  consulted  him,  however,  about  it,  and  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  situation  of  affairs  did  not  admit  of  my  going  to  Flor- 
ence. After  Dr.  Franklin  had  refused  to  accept  the  bill  I  presented  it 
to  Mr.  liCe  and  Mr.  Adams,  who  accepted  it  immediately.  It  is  with 
reluctance  that  I  lay  this  matter  before  Congress,  but  it  is  my  duty  to 
do  it,  as  it  is  an  evil  that  requires  an  immediate  remedy.  Our  disagree- 
ments are  much  to  be  lamented  by  every  friend  to  our  country.  I  can, 
with  the  most  perfect  truth,  declare  that  I  have  done  everything  in  my 
power  to  prevent  them,  but  I  have  found  it  impossible.  I  have  a  most 
grateful  sense  of  the  goodness  of  Congress  to  me  in  appointing  me  one 
of  their  representatives  in  Europe.  It  has  been  my  cunstant  wish  to 
prove  myself  worthy  of  the  confidence  with  which  they  have  honored 
me,  and  I  consider  it  as  my  greatest  misfortune  that  I  have  not  had  it 
in  my  power  to  render  them  any  service. 

As  there  does  not  ap])ear  to  be  any  prospect  of  my  being  received  in 
my  public  character  at  Florence,  nor  any  olher  means  of  my  being  of 
service,  I  am  desirous  of  returning  to  America.  I  should  take  the  first 
good  oi»pintunity  of  doing  so,  but  do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  leave 
Europe  witliont  the  ])erinission  of  Congress.  You  will  very  much  oblige 
me  if  you  will  hr  so  good  as  to  obtain  that  ])ermission  for  me,  and  send 
me  copies  of  it  by  several  opportunities. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

liALril    IZAKI), 
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Lovell  to  Fraiikliii/ 

PiiiLADKiaMiiA,  January  129,  1770. 

Sir  :  By  Hio  way  of  Martinique  I  Heml  you  jv  lai-ffo  course  of  news- 
papers, hi  those  of  late  date  you  will  see  that  the  enemy  aie  ex- 
erting tlieir  force  but  too  successfully  in  Geor;;iji.  AVe  hope  the  Count 
(I'Estaing  will  be  able  to  operate  with  us  by  a  detac^hment  from  his  fleet, 
so  that  we  may  wrest  from  our  foes  the  fruits  of  their  present  success. 
You  will  know  by  letters  from  Martinique  whether  those  our  ho[)es  are 
well  or  ill  founded. 

We  have  not  had  a  line  from  you  since  the  shortlettcr  of  information 
respecting  Byron's  sailing,  which  you  signed  jointly  with  Mr.  Adams. 
I  hope  this  does  not  arise  from  any  other  circumstance  than  a  want  of 
a  good  conveyance  for  important  dispatches.  We  have  had  a  few  short 
letters  from  Mr.  Adams,  with  gazettes.  Lateas  it  ivS,  I  enclose  a  quadru- 
plicate of  your  credentials ;  and  I  wish  you  success  and  every  satisfac- 
tion in  3'our  important  agency,  being  with  much  respect, 

Sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 

For  the  CommiUce  of  Foreian  All'airs. 


FraukJiu  to  Lloyd  ct  nLf 

Passy,  February  1,  1770. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  this  moment  the  ln)nor  of  your  letter  of  the 
28th  of  last  month,  and  slmll  give  the  e:irliest  attiMitionto  its  im[M)r- 
t;uit  contents,  but  we  cnre  unhappy  to  think  that  it  is  not  iu  our  power  to 
give  elVectual  relief. 

By  this  treaty  consuls,  etc.,  are  to  be  Jippointcd  in  the  several  i^orts, 
but  the  power  of  appointing  such  important  ollieer.s  is  wholly  with  the 
Congress.  They  have  not  delegate<l  it  to  us,  and  it  is  not  inobable  that 
they  will  delegate  it  at  all,  at  least  it  is  onr  oinnion  that  so  inqtortant  a 
trust  would  not  be  so  sale  in  any  other  hands  as  in  theirs.  We  therefore 
Ciin  not  presume  to  appoint  any  such  ollicers.  Indeed,  we  have  not 
power  to  ap|)oint  any  oflicers  but  agents  to  execute  any  orders  we 
may  have  occjvsion  to  send  to  the  sea[)orts,  excepting  that  Congress 
some  few  days  before  they  received  the  news  of  the  treaty  passed  a 
resolution  enq)owering  us  to  api^oint  commercial  agents  for  the  United 
Slates.  But,  supposing  that  this  resolution  would  not  have  been  passed 
if  they  had  been  apprised  of  the  treaty  ami  expecting  that  soon  after 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  thoy  would  ai)point  consuls,  we  have  as 
yet  done  nothing  in  consequence  of  that  resolution. 

We  have  long  since  written  to  Congress  advising  and  re(iucsting  that 
consuls  might  be  appointed,  and  we  have  expected  every  day  for  some 
months  intelligence  of  such  ap[)oiutments. 


-  2  Sparkif'V/p.  Kov.  Coir.,  4h\  f  M^s.  1)o\k  ot  SUlo. 


Tbero  in  iiotliiii[;,  llici'ufuK',  I'OiiiiiiiiH  in  our  jiowur  tu  do  iit  pi'OHeiit  f< 
your  ruliut'  Imt  to  Iiiy  yoiii'  Ivttcr  and  Miu  oIIkii'  rv|ire>H;iitiitiuii  wliii 
twcmiipniiicd  it  lieforu  llio  miiilHti'y,  wliitili  wo  will  do  witlioiit  loss 
tiiiiv,  ntul  i'uqiii!8t  timir  itdvico  tiituii  it  niid  tliuir  iiiMrpositious  in  yoi 
fiivor  lis  fur  as  tlioy  sliall  Jiidgo  it  (wiitisteiit  witU  tbcir  vUanictcrH 
itileiTeru. 

Wo  liavo  the  liiiitor  to  be,  etc., 


FroaUin  to  Haitlejr.* 

I'ASSY,  Fcbnuirff  a,  177!). 

1>KAB  Sl«:  I  liavojimt  received  your fiivor  of  llio  ;K<1  [met,  in  wliit 
you  luention  "tlint  tliu  utliitiiuo  between  Fraiiue  und  Aiiioricii  is  (I 
fireiklstituibtiii;;  bluclc  in  the  way  of  iimkiiig  [icsiw; "  and  you  gn  on 
iibNerve  that  "  wlmlever  en^ttgemvnls  Atnoriea  may  Iiavo  enluivd  inl 
tlitiy  may,  at  leiist  by  coitBeiitof  jiiirtios,  be  reHwpiMeil,  for  tlio  pnrjio 
of  I'emoviii^  so  inalurial  an  obsUicIc  (o  iiiiy  {general  truaty  of  free  ai 
nriciigiiged  iiiuiics;"  luUIiiii;,  ILat,  "if  llio  parlies  could  mewt  lor  tl 
siiku  of  iwnee  upon  free  and  ojten  ground,  you  aliould  think  that  a  re 
fair  proposition  to  buolfured  to  the  people  of  Knglaud,  and  an  i-qnilab 
pi'oposiliou  in  itself." 

I'liu  long,  steady,  and  kind  regard  you  have  sliown  for  tlio  wetfaru 
America  by  tlic  wliolo  tenor  of  your  (M)iiduet  in  L'atlianti'nt  BalisEi 
nie  that  this  ]iroposition  never  \uoV.  ilsrise  with  yon,  but  bus  been  su 
gestetl  I'roni  some  other  tpiarleis;  and  tliatyour  exeetut  of  Iiumanily,  yu 
love  of  jieiici.',  and  your  fear  for  ns  that  Uie  desliuctioti  we  aru  thiei 
eiii'd  with   will  eerlaiidy  be  ellwtud,  have  thrown  a  mist  before  yo 
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ScoMuiid,  before  wo  could  treat  with  you.  OurK  is,  tliorcfore,  no  mate- 
rial obstiicle  to  a  treaty,  as  you  suppose  it  to  bo.  Had  Lord  Nortli  been 
the  author  of  such  a  proposition  nil  the  world  would  have  said  it  was 
insidious,  and  meant  only  to  deceive  and  divide  us  from  our  frieiuls 
and  then  to  ruin  as,  supposing  our  fears  nii<j>ht  bo  so  strong  as  to  pro- 
cure an  acceptance  of  it.  But,  thanks  to  (lod,  that  is  not  the  cnse. 
Wo  have  long  since  settled  all  the  account  in  our  own  minds.  We 
know  the  worst  you  can  do  to  us,  if  you  have  \our  wish,  is  to  confiscate 
our  estates  and  tiike  our  liveS|  to  rob  an<l  ninrdrr  us ;  and  this  you  have 
seen  we  are  ready  to  hazard,  rather  than  come  a<^ain  under  yourde- 
tei^ted  government.  You  must  obsei  ve,  my  deur  friend,  that  1  am  a 
little  warm;  excuses  me;  it  is  over.  Only  let  mo  counsel  you  not  to 
think  of  being  sent  hither  on  so  fruitless  nn  ernind  as  that  of  making 
such  a  proposition,  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  comic  farce  entitled  God- 
send, or  the  Wreckers.  You  nnvy  have  forgotten  it,  but  1  will  endeavor 
to  amuse  you  by  recollecting  a  little  of  it. 

SCKNK.— iVoiin/'«  Bay. 

[A  ship  rilling  at  anclior  in  a  great  slorin.    A  loaslioro  fiiU  of  rocks,  and   hned 

with  ]>cop1c,  fiirniMhcd  with  ar.os  and  carriagCN  to  cut  np  wrcckn,  knock  the  Rallors 

on  tho  head,  and  carry  off  tho  phinder,  according  to  cnstoni.] 

Fi  mi  wrecker.  Thin  Bhip  rides  it  out  longer  than  1  expected;  hIio  must  have  good 
gronnd  tacklo. 

Second  wrecker.  Wo  hail  bettor  send  out  a  boat  to  her,  and  per.snade  hor  to  take  a 
pilot,  who  can  aftorwardH  run  hor  ashore,  whoro  wo  can  best  conin  at  iior. 

Third  wrecker.  I  donbt  whether  tho  boat  can  live  in  thin  si*:i ;  but  if  tliere  are  any 
liiuvo  fellows  willing  to  linznid  thcniselvos  for  tho  good  of  the  public  and  a  double 
KJiare,  let  them  say  ay. 

Sercrat  wrvckern.  I,  I,  I,  1. 

[The  boat  goes  olV,  and  couMrs  uniler  the  ship's  stern.] 

Sitokvumati.  8o  ho,  the  ship,  ahoa! 

Ciipla'ni.  lliilloa. 

»SitokcJt»ian.  Would  yon  have  a  ]iilotf 

Captiiiii.  No,  no. 

Spokenmaii.  tt  blows  hard,  and  j'on  are  in  danger. 

Captain.  1  know  it. 

Spokctmati .  Will  you  buy  .'v  better  cable  ?     W<>  have,  one  in  the  boat  here. 

(.■apiuin.  What  do  you  ask  for  itT 

Sltokvsman.  Cut  that  you  have,  and  thon  we*ll  talk  about  the  price  of  this. 

Captain.  I  shall  do  no  such  foolish  thing.  I  have  IIvimI  in  your  jinrish  formerly, 
and  know  the  heads  of  ye  too  well  to  trust  ye;  ke,ep  oM"  from  my  cable  there  ;  I  see 
you  have  a  mind  to  cut  it  youi-bolvos.  If  you  g«»  Jiuy  nearrr  to  it  I'll  lin^  into  you  and 
KJuk  yon. 

Spoke»nmn.  It  is  a  damned  rotten  French  cable,  and  will  yr.iri  of  itself  in  half  an 
hour.     Whero  will  ycm  be  then,  captain  ?     You  lia<l  better  i.ike  our  ofl'er. 

Captain.  You  olfer  notliint;,  you  rogurs,  but  treachery  ami  mischief.  My  cable  is 
g(Mul  and  strong,  and  will  hold  long  enough  to  balk  all  your  ]u-oje.cts. 

Spokesman.  You  talk  unkindly,  captain,  to  ])eoide  who  came  here  only  for  your 

gO<Ml. 

Captain,  I  know  yon  came  ft»r  all  <nir  goods,  but,  by  (Jod's  lu'lp,  you  shall  have 
none  of  them  ;  yon  shall  not  serve  us  as  yon  did  the  Imliameu. 

Spokrsman.  t!ome,  my  lads.  let's  hr.  gone.     'I'iiis  fellow  is  not  bo  jjteat  a  (ooVuvi  v;^ 
took  him  to  be. 
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Grerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[TraiiRlation.] 

riiiLADELPniA,  February  3,  1779. 
Sir  :  Tlio  ininiHU't*  |>1cni])otcntiary  of  Franco  li.os  tlio  lionor  to  reprc- 
Bent  to  the  Congro^H  of  tlie  United  States  that  it  iR  of  infinite  importance) 
to  the  safety  of  the  king's  squadron  stationed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
determine  the  supply  of  provisions  on  wliicli  it  nnvy  rely.  And  several 
vessels  being  ready  to  sail  for  Martinique,  the  wisdom  of  Congress  will 
show  to  that  body  the  necessity  of  informing  the  commander  of  this 
squadron  of  it  without  delay. 

Gbrard. 


LoveU  to  Franklin,  t 

PiiiLADKLPniA,  February  8,  1779, 

Sir  :  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  having  sailed  from  Boston  the  day 
before  the  arrival  there  of  letters  sent  from  hence  for  yon  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  I  now  ibrward  to  you  dnpliciites  of  those  letters,  with 
a  course  of  newspapers,  via  St  Eustsitia,  having  a  very  fine  o]>portuuity 
to  that  island,  and  hoping  they  will  reach  you  seimrely  from  thence  in 
a  Dutch  bottom. 
1  am,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.] 

[TraiiRlntioii.J 

rniLADELPlliA,  February  8,  1779. 

Sir  :  The  minister  idenipotcntinry  of  France,  being  ordered  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  subjects  of  the  highest  importance,  has  the  honor 
to  inform  the  President  of  it,  and  requests  him  to  inform  him  whether 
he  wishes  him  to  execute  his  orders  through  him,  or  if  he  prefers  that 
he  should  communicate  them  to  Congress  in  an  audience. 

\  Geraud.§ 

"  5  SparkH*  Dip.  Jiuv.  (><»rr.,  r»77. 

f  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Jiov.  Coir..  41). 

I  .5  SparkH'  Dip.  Kcv.  Corr.  578. 

^  OviU'rrdf  Tliat  tlio  JVi'slilont  acqiinint  M.  fJoranl,  iiiiniRtcr  plciiipotoiiiiary  of 
Franco,  that  Coiigrcna  will  admit  him  to  a  ]>rivato  aiMlieiico,  when  \w  nhaU  present 
himself,  to  make  the  conimnnicatton  ho  is  instnicled  to  make  to  Congress. 
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Franklin,  Lee,  and  Adams  to  Vergeuucs** 

Tassy,  February  9,  1770. 

Siu:  It  is  now  six  moiitlissiiico  Gsiptjiiii  McNeal,  of  tlio  MiJJlin^  priva- 
tetT  from  America,  luis  bocn  cmbarrasscMl  with  a  process  on  account  of  a 
French  ship  which  he  retook  from  tlie  English  after  she  had  been  three 
da^s  in  their  ])osses.sion.  The  laws  of  France  are  clear  willi  re^jfard  to 
tlio  validity  of  this  prize,  and  our  captains  liavo  orders,  contained  in 
their  commissions,  to  submit  their  prizes  to  the  hiws  of  the  country  into 
which  they  carry  them,  and  tliey  ought  undoubtedly  to  regulate  their 
own  conduct  by  those  laws,  without  any  regard  to  the  laws  of  America 
relating  to  this  matter,  which  may  be  dlHerent  in  every  one  of  the 
United  Statei),  and  therefore  too  uncertain  to  be  made  the  rule  for  judg- 
ment in  the  courts  here.  But  the  persons  reclainnng  this  prize  insist, 
among  other  reasons,  that  their  cause  should  be  judged  by  the  hiws  of 
Captain  McNefil's  country,  because  more  favorable  for  them. 

We  believe  that  no  Americans  in  France  will  ever  think  of  claiming 
here  any  advantage  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  (heir  own  country,  an<l  it 
seems  not  Just  to  put  those  laws  in  force  against  them  in  France,  when 
it  may  be  done  to  tlseir  detriment.  The  vexation  of  these  kinds  of  pioc- 
esKes,  and  the  slowness  and  length  of  these  expensive  proceedings  be- 
fore a  decision  can  be  obtained,  discourage  our  arnjed  vessels,  and  have 
tended  to  impress  them  with  an  opinion  that  their  operations  against 
the  English  can  not  be  carried  on  to  advantage  in  the  Euroi^ean  seas. 
We  therefore  request  your  excellency  to  join  your  solicitations  to  those 
wo  have  had  the  honor  to  make  to  M.  de  Sartine,  that  these  processes 
may  be  more  speedily  determined,  and  that  the  Americans  in  France 
may  be  treated  in  those  resi)ects  on  the  same  footing  with  the  subjects 
of  his  majesty;  of  w^iicli  we  shall  be  glad  to  give  inlbrmation  to  the 
Congress,  that  so  some  i)opular  ])rejudices  occasioned  by  these  ad'airs 
may  be  efl'ectually  removed,  and  the  American  armed  ships  be  encour- 
aged to  return  and  cruise  again  upon  the  coiists  of  ICngland. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  witji  the  greatest  consideration  and  respect, 
etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
Arthur  Lee. 
J  GUN  Adams. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 
[Translation.] 

riiiLADELniiA,  February  9,  1779. 

Sir:  The  nndersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  re- 
ceived a  formal  order  from  the  king,  his  master,  to  make  known  to  Con- 
gress that  the  King  of  Spain,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  tergiversa- 


•  I  SparkB*  Dip.  }iei\  Con.,  .77/.  t  5  Sj»ailvb'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  lu^. 
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tions  of  England,  has  determined  upon  a  decisive  and  peremptory  pro- 
ccedin^;^.  IIih  csitliolic  majesty  has  consequently  made  to  the  King  of 
Enghuid  a  flnaiofler  of  his  mediation;*  butwith  the  declaration  that  it 
was  the  last,  and  if  it  was  as  fruitless  as  those  which  preceded,  it  would 
only  remain  to  him  to  i)erform  the  duties  wjiich  his  alliance  with  the 
king  imposes  upon  him. 

The  King  of  Spain,  by  taking  this  proceeding  upon  himself  in  a  friendly 
manner,  lias  shown  a  disposition  most  favorable  to  the  alliance.  The 
king,  my  master,  on  his  side,  i>ersists  in  the  invariable  resolution  not 
to  separate  his  interests  from  those  of  America,  and  to  supiiort  the 
cause  of  the  United  States  as  if  it  were  his  own  personal  cause. 

His  majesty  thinks,  while  fullilliug  the  duties  of  the  alliance  b^'  this 
confidential  communication,  tliathe  ought  to  invite  and  urge  Congress  to 
furnish  immediately  with  the  necessary  powers  and  instructions  the 
])erson  or  persons  whom  they  shall  think  proper  to  authorize  to  assist 
in  the  deliberations  and  in  the  conclusion  and  signing  of  the  tresity. 
His  majesty  trusts  that  Congress  will  perceive  the  inestimable  value  of 
time  in  a  juncture  so  critical  and  so  im])ortant,  and  that  the  iujuriejs 
caused  by  any  delay  would  be  irreparable  both  to  the  alliauce  aud  the 
allies.  In  complying  with  theinvilaticnisof  the  king,  the  United  States 
wonhl  regard  equally  their  dignity  and  their  interests.  The  place  of 
the  negotiation  is  Axed  at  Madrid. 

His  majesty,  while  engaging  in  everything  that  cnn  hasten  the  happy 
moment  in  which  Americ^'i  can  enjoy  peace^^bly  internal  and  external 
prosperity,  which  is  the  object  of  the  revolution  and  the  limit  of  his 
majesty's  wishes,  has  instructed  the  undersigned  to  suggest  to  Congress 
that,  at  a  time  in  which  they  are  enqiioyed  in  llxing  their  political  ex- 
istence, it  seems  to  belong  to  their  foresight  to  consider  the  sentiments 
of  the  States  as  to  the  peace  in  relation  to  Spain  ;  and  they  will  perhaps 
think  that  the  means  of  preventing  all  future  disconlents  merits  their 
attention,  and  ought  to  be  one  of  the  subjects  of  the  positive  and  defi- 
nite instructions  which  the  Stsitcs  will  give  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace. 

GEBABD.t 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congresa.  t 

[Tr:iiisl:i(ioii.] 

PiiiLADKLniiA,  February  9y  1779. 

Sir  :  hy  instructions  addressed  to  the  undeisigned  on  the  20th  of 
October  last  lie  is  ordered  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  answer  of  the 
king  to  certain  communications  made  to  his  mnjesty  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  tlie  United  States. 


"As  to  tlii.s  mediation,  hco  liitnxliictioii,  ^1)8 

t  For  ]»roctMMlin;»;s  of  Com;;I"^ks,  hvv  infra,  Fobruaiy  1^1, 15. 

t  r)  bpaikH*  Dip.  IJcv.  Con.,  r>i'8. 
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1.  TlieBC  coDimissiouera  having  desired  liiK  nnijesty  to  continuo  the 
8al>6idy  >vhich  be  had  granted  them,  ho  gave  them  to  nnderstivnd  that 
his  affairs  did  not  permit  him  to  maice  tliis  engagement,  since  the  war 
which  he  is  canning  on  against  England  and  the  general  sitnation  of 
Euroi)e  reqnire  cx])enses  which  absorb  all  his  n^sonrces,  yet,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  representations  made  by  the  deputies  of  the  didicnlty 
which  tJiey  found  in  honoring  the  bills  of  exchange  which  Congress  had 
drawn  upon  them  for  the  interest  due  upon  money  which  had  been 
borrowed,  liis  majesty  linsbeen  plesised  to  gnint  a  sum  of  750,000  livres, 
as  a  newproof  of  his  friendship  for  the  United  States. 

2.  The  same  commissioners  mailo  known  to  the*,  king  that  Congress 
had  reason  to  presume  that  a  part  of  the  articles  furnished  to  the 
Uniti'd  States  was  a  present  on  the  part  of  his  majesty.  The  under- 
signed is  authorized  to  declare  that  this  intention  never  existed,  that  it 
was  an  affair  entirely  commercial,  in  which  the  ministry  had  no  other  part 
than  thatof  i>ermitting  M.  de  Beaumarchais  to  take  from  the  magazines 
and  arsenals  of  the  king,  on  condition  of  reiihicing  them,  the  articles 
with  which  commerce  could  not  supply  him ;  that,  consequently,  the  min- 
istry had  no  other  power  in  this  aifair  than  that  of  preventing  Con- 
gress from  being  ])ressed  too  soon  for  payment  for  the  articles  taken  from 
the  magazines  and  arsenals  of  the  king.  As  to  the  contract  made  with 
lioderique  Ilortalez  &  Co.,  the  ministry  luis  declared  to  the  American 
(le]m tics,  who  asked  their  advice  upon  the  rat itication  or  rejection  of 
this  contract,  tliat  they  did  not  know  the  house  of  Jvo<1erique  Ilortalez 
&  Co.,  and  that  they  could  not  answer  for  it,  nor  express  an  opinion  as 
to  its  stability  and  iidelity  in  the  performance  of  its  engagements. 

Gerard.* 


Franklin  and  Adams  to  M.  Schweighauser.t 

Tassv,  Fvhruiiry  10,  1779. 

Sir:  Captain  Jones  Inis  represented  to  us  his  desire  and  intention 
of  returning  to  the  Countess  of  Selkirk  some  plate  wliich  his  people 
took  from  lier  house.  { 

We  apprehend  that  Congress  would  not  disai)i)n)ve  of  tliis  measure 


•  For  proceedings  of  CoiiRrcwj,  so©  iw/irt,  Feb.  \\\  ir». 

\  1  SiKirks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  'MU  ;  sec  Fr.iiikliii  to  .Joiiom,  infra,  Fob.  94,  177i>. 

I  Of  the  Selkirk  plato  tbe  LoihIuii  Cbroniclo  for  Scptcinltcr  *Jl-i:{,  1771),  givos  iis 
tbo  roHowing  infoniiatioii : 

"  Paul,  aft^r  ibifl  plunder,  put  into  one  of  tbo  ports  of  Franco,  aiid  ininiodiatoly, 
wrolo  an  account  of  tbe  particnlnrH  to  Dr.  Franklin,  but  tbat  HtatoMuian  condonmod 
tbe  measiiro,  and  ininiediatcl3*  tobl  bini  bo  ninst  ninko  n'slitntion.  *  •  «"  Lord 
S«*lkirk  refused  tbe  plate  on  tliose  icrniH,  but  wroln  bini  Avord,  ns  it  bad  been  in  bis 
family  f«)r  a  long  time,  be  would  osteoni  it  a  favor  if,  wiiou  it  was  put  up  at  auction 
besbould  buy  itin  for  bim.  J^iul  fiirwnrdod  Lord  8olUirk'.s  iottor  to  i)r.  Franklin, 
wbo  took  care  to  have  few  bidHorn  for  tbo  pbito,  :ind  b:ui  it  all  bon^bt  in  :it  a  very 
low  price  for  Lord  Selkirk,  to  wboni  be  f«»rwardcd  it  by  tlio  first  n\>\mr\uu\Vy.'^ 
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as  fur  as  it  should  cicpeiicl  upon  tlictii,  and  wo  therefore  consent^  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  that  this  plate  should  be  returned.  This 
consent  is  to  be  undci^tood  to  extend  no  furtlier  than  to  the  share  to 
which  the  United  Statx»  may  be  supiK>sed  to  liave  a  claim.  The  claim 
of  the  ofliccrs  and  men  Gapt4iin  Jones  must  bo  rcsiK)nsib1e  to  them  for. 
This  plate,  in  the  whole,  is  represented  to  Ih)  worth  alK>ut  100  guineas. 
We  are,  sir,  et4».., 

15.  Franklin. 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  and  Adams  to  John  Paul  Jones.  * 

Passy,  February  10,  1779. 

Sir:  As  your  separation  from  the  Kangernud  the  apiK>intment  of 
Lieutenant  Simpson  to  the  command  of  her  will  be  liable  to  misinter- 
pretations and  misrepresentations  by  persons  who  are  unacquainted 
wiMi  the  real  cause  of  those  facts,  wo  hereby  certify  that  your  leaving 
the  Ranger  \<as  by  our  consent.,  at  the  express  re<iuest  of  his  excellency 
Monsieur  do  Sartine,  who  informed  us  that  he  had  occasion  to  employ 
yon  in  some  public  service ;  that  Lieutenant  Simpson  was  appointed  to 
thecommand  of  iXxo^Ranger  with  your  consent,  aftiT  having  consented 
to  release  him  from  an  arrest  under  which  you  had  put  him. 

That  your  leaving  this  Ranger^  in  our  opinion,  ought  not  and  can  not 
bo  any  injury  to  your  rank  or  character  in  the  service   of  the  United 
States;  and  that  your  commission  in  their  navy  continues  in  full  force. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Fuanklin. 
John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Passy,  Feltruary  11,  1779. 

Sir:  As  your  excellency  reads  English  ])crfectly  well,  my  first  re- 
quest is  that  you  would  do  me  the  favor  to  read  this  without  a  trans- 
hition,  after  which  I  submit  it  to  your  exceDency  to  make  what  use  of 
it  you  shall  think  proper. 

I  have  hitherto  avoided  in  my  single  capacity  giving  your  excellency 
any  trouble  by  letter  or  conversation;  but  the  i)re8cnt  emergency  de- 
mands that  I  shall  ask  the  favor  to  explain  my  sentiments  either  by 
letter  or  in  j>er8on.  If  you  will  permit  a  personal  interview,  I  am  i)er- 
suaded  I  can  make  myself  understood.  If  you  prefer  a  corresi)ondence, 
I  will  lay  open  my  heart  in  writing  before  your  excellency. 

•  1  Sparks*  Dip.  Hpv.  Cnrr.,  n7r». 

t  MSS  Dop.  of  State;  1  Sparkh',  J)ii).  Krv.  (;«»rr.,  ri4'J ;  7  John  A'auis'  Works,  79. 
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It  is  tlio  address  to  tbo  people  in  America  under  tbe  name  of  Mr. 
Silas  Deauc  that  has  occasioned  this  boldness  in  me.  *  It  is  to  me  tbe 
most  unox|)ected  and  unforeseen  event  that  has  lia]>[)ened.  I  hope 
your  excellency  will  not  conclude  from  thence  that  L  despair  of  the 
cjmmonwealth.  Fur  otherwise.  I  know  that  the  body  of  the  people 
in  the  United  States  stand  immovable  aj};ainst  Great  Britain;  and  I 
hoiK)  that  this  address  of  Mr.  Dcane^s  (although  it  will  occasion  much 
trouble  to  individuals)  will  produce  no  final  detriment  to  the  common 
cause;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  will  occasion  so  thorougit  an  investi- 
gation of  several  things  as  will  correct  many  abuses. 

It  is  my  indispensable  duty  upon  this  occ:\sion  to  inform  your  excel- 
lency, withont  consulting  either  of  my  colleagues,  that  the  honorable 
Arthur  Lee  was  as  long  ago  as  1770  appointed  by  the  honse  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  of  which  I  had  then  the  honor  to 
be  a  member,  their  agent  at  the  court  of  London  in  case  of  the  death 
or  absence  of  Dr.  Franklin.  This  honorable  testimony  was  given  to 
Mr.  Lee  by  an  assembly  in  which  he  hsid  no  natural  interest,  on  ne.- 
count  of  his  intlexible  attsichment  to  the  American  canse,  and  of  the 
abilities  of  which  lie  had  given  many  proofs  in  Uh  defense.  From  that 
time  to  the  year  1774  he  held  a  constant  corrcitpondence  with  several 
of  those  gentlemen,  who  stood  foremost  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
against  the  innovations  and  illegal  encroachments  of  Great  Britain. 
This  correspondence  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  and  I  assure  your 
excellency  from  my  own  knowledge  that  it  breathed  the  most  intlex- 
ible attachment  and  the  most  ardent  zesil  in  the  cause  of  his  country. 
From  September,  1774,  to  November,  1777,  1  had  the  honor  to  be  in 
Congress,  and  the  opportunity  to  see  his  letters  to  Congress,  to  their 
co!nmitte«*s,  and  to  several  of  their  individual  members.  Through 
the  whole  of  both  these  periods  he  communicated  the  most  constant 
and  c<^rtaill  intelligence  which  was  received  from  any  individnal  within 
my  knowledge,  and  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  joined  with  him 
here  I  have  ever  found  in  him  the  same  fidelity  and  zeal,  and  have 
not  a  glimmering  of  suspicion  that  he  ever  maintained  an  improper 
correspondence  in  England  or  lield  any  conference  or  negotiation  with 
anybody  from  thence  without  communicating  it  to  your  excellency 
and  to  his  colleagues.  I  am  confident,  therefore,  that  every  insinua- 
tion and  suspicion  against  him  of  infidelity  to  the  Unite<l  States,  or  to 
their  engagements  with  his  majesty,  is  false  and  groundless,  and  will 
aa<<u redly  be  proved  to  be  so. 

The  two  honorable  brothers  of  Mr.  I^ee,  who  are  members  of  Congress, 
I  have  long  and  intimately  known;  and  of  my  own  knowledge  1  can 
say,  that  no  men  have  discovered  more  zeal  in  snpport  of  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  United  States  and  in  promoting  from   the  beginning  a 


*  D('«inu\s  .'iddrcRH  in  the  people  of  llio  United  StutcH,  piihlislied  in  tlie  riiiladelpliia 
Gazette,  Dec.  5,  1778. 
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friondsliip  and  allianco  with  Franco,  and  Mioro  is  nothing  of  whicli  I 
am  uioro  firmly  i>crsuaded  tlian  tli:|t  every  insinuation  Unit  is  tiirown 
out  to  the  disadvantage  of  tlie  two  Mr.  I^ecs  in  Congress  is  groundless. 
It  would  be  too  tedious  to  enter  at  present  into  a  more  particular  con- 
sideration of  that  laddress.  I  shall  therefore  conclude  this  letter,  already 
too  long,  by  assuring  your  exct^lleney  that  1  am,  with  the  most  entire 
consideration,  3'our  most,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Committee  of  Foreigu  Affairs.  * 

Passy,  February  13,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  28th 
October,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
month,  to  which  I  shall  give  all  the  attention  in  my  ])ower.t  I  have 
great  satisfaction  in  the  rellection  that  1  have  hitherto  endeavored  with 
much  sincerity  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  it.  Wiiat  you  recommend  to 
n'.e,  viz.,  to  communicate  to  the  ministers  of  other  courts  such  intelli- 
gence as  I  may  receive,  will  not  in  future  be  so  much  in  m^'  power; 
but  as  far  as  1  can,  while  I  sUiy  in  Europe,  1  shall  endeavor  to  comply. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  long  time  that  we  have  had  no  intelligence  to  communi- 
cate. Three  vessels  we  know  have  been  t:iken,  each  of  which  had 
many  letters  and  two  of  them  public  dispatches;  one  that  sailed  from 
rhiladelphia 4th  November,  another  24th,  and  one  from  Boston  the  20th. 
And  we  fear  that  nuiny  others  are  lost.  The  dispatches  in  all  these 
were  sunk  and  the  letters  too. 

It  would  be  agreeable  to  mo,  indeed,  if  1  were  able  to  throw  any 
light  on  the  subject  of  finances.  As  to  a  loan  in  Europe,  all  luis  been 
done  which  was  in  our  power  to  do,  but  without  the  desired  eilect. 
Econom3'  and  taxation  comprehend  all  the  resources  that  I  can 
think  of. 

We  expect  the  honor  of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  this 
morning,  whom  we  shall  receive  with  gratitude  for  his  gallant  and 
glorious  exertions  in  one  of  the  best  causes  in  which  a  hero  ever 
fought. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  wishes  for  my  happiness,  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be  your  all'ectionate  JViend, 

John  Adams. 

*2  .Si»arU8*  ])ip.  Kov.  Corr.,  fiT'i,  witli  v«».rl»nl  rli:iii«^«'H;iml  oiiiiNsioii.s  ;  7  .John  Adaiim* 
WoikH,  hi. 

f  S<M>  the  i»roceciliii«^H  of  Cuii^rrsH  on  ron!i|;ii  jiUjiirH,  Oct.  2'J,  177S,  in  (ho  Mccrot 
jonrnaln,  vol.  11,  p.  107. 
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Fkhuitauy  13. 
Tlio  PieHidont  WII8  directed  to  inform  tlie  iiiiniMtcr  lliat  (JongresH  will 
take  tbe  siibjeftt  of  his  uiemoriiUH  ot*  the  Uth  iiilo  iininediato  coiiHidera- 
tioii,  ni:d  tliat  if  he  >Yi8hes  to  coiiiiiiiiiiicate  any  thing  fat  tlier  lo  Iheni, 
Congress  will  receive  the  same  from  him  in  a  ]>rivale  andience.  And 
it  was  at  the  same  time  resolved  that  all  [aivate  audiences  given  to  for- 
eign ministers  be  held  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 


Franklin  to  Jonathan  Williams,  jr.  t 

PA8SV,  Fehnmry  13, 1779. 

Dear  Cousin  [src*] :  1  have  the  pleasnre  of  acijnainfing  you  that 
the  Congress  have  been  plesised  to  honor  me  with  a  sole  appointment  to 
bo  their  minister  plenipotentiary  at  this  court,  and  I  have  just  received 
iiiy  credentials.  This  mark  of  ])ublic  confidence  is  the  more  agreeable 
t4>  me,  siS  it  wivs  not  obtiiitied  by  any  solicitation  or  intrigue  on  my  part, 
nor  have  I  ever  written  a  syllable  to  any  i)erson,  in  or  out  of  Congess, 
magnifying  my  own  services  or  diminishing  those  of  others. 

William  Greene,  esq.,  present  governor  of  the  Slate  of  Hhode  Island, 
lias  sent  me  some  bills  of  exchange,  amounting  to  1,080  livres,  which 
be  desires  may  be  laid  out  in  the  following  articles:  One  piece  dark 
calico,  one  piece  bedtick,  best  silk  handkerchiefs  and  linen  ditto,  hol- 
lands,  ciimbries,  muslins, sewing  silk,  and  one  box  of  wimlow  gla^ss  seven 
inches  by  nine.  I  send  you  the  commission,  and  desire  you  to  forward 
the  things  by  the  first  good  opportunity,  drawing  u[)on  me  for  the 
money. 

I  am  told  you  have  laid  aside  your  thoughts  of  going  to  America  for 
the  present,  so  that  you  will  not  have  the  opportunity  you  wished  for 
of  settling  your  su^count^  there.  ]No  resolution  has  been  yet  taken  by 
the  commissioners  here  relating  to  your  proposition  uf  seltling  them  by 
arbitration  sit  Nantes,  and  though  I  couhl  now,  perhaps,  do  myself  what 
i8  necessary  to  (inish  the  affairs  in  that  way,  yet,  as  the  transactions 
were  in  their  time,  it  seems  to  ine  most  pio|)er  that  they  should  consent 
toit.t 

I  am  ever,  your  atVectiouate  uncle, 

1>.    I'llANKMN. 


•  M8S.  mxrct  jouriialH  j  prinlcd  joiirimU  of  C<m«;n'ns. 

t  MSS.  Dop.  f>f  Stato;  0  Higolow'H  Franklin,  3(XI,  nvIhsio  "ccmsiii ''  ;it  tlu;  bfginninj; 
•jf  thin  lott^r  i\\\i\  *'  undo"  at  tho  cn«l  aro  transpostMl. 
t  As  to  Jonathau  Willianm,  seo  Introduction  ;  ^^  18(^188. 


VerEeuiics  to  John  Adama.* 
LTtBualatiuu.] 

Veksailles,  Fthruary  13, 1779. 
Sir:  [  b!ivo  reucivcd  the  letter  wliicli  yoii  did  ino  the  honor  of  wri 
iiig  to  nio  thu  lUh  iiislniit,  aud  ngreuable  to  your  desire  1  have  m 
Hiibtnitted  ii«  contents  to  the  inspection  of  a  trnuslator,  I  itm  ito  Ic: 
coiiuonied  tliati  yourself,  sir,  at  the  Ap|>cul  whitsh  Mr.  Silati  Dcatio  In 
niado  to  the  peoido  of  America.t  H  does  not  belouf^  to  mo  to  quuti 
Uiisstc[);  your  respective  sovereigns  uiust  Judge  of  the  incHsurc,  »i 
decide  the  differences  ivbicb  have  adson  between  their  coiniiiissionci 
The  niaiiiicr  in  which  you  have  Iwen  tre  itcd  hen<,  conjointly  and  soii 
rately,  must  have  convinced  you  that  if  we  hml  been  informed  of  yoi 
disputeB  wo  should  have  paid  no  i-cgard  to  thciu,  and  the  person 
esteem  which  we  liave  euiteavored  to  show  eucb  of  the  coinnUKsionc 
is  a  proof  that  we  have  not  adopted  the  pn^udiecs  with  wliich  it  seen 
it  biis  lieen  endeavored  to  iusptro  Anioricit,  and  the  fouudatiou  of  whit 
is  unltnown  to  ns. 

AlUiougli  this  disagrcenblo  disunion  is  foreign  to  us,  nud  it  boeomi 
ns  liy  all  means  to  rofrniu  from  tailing  part  therein,  1  shall  not  bu  tl 
less  pleased  to  see  you,  sir;  and  whatever  day  you  lix  will  lie  tigrc 
.tide  to  me.  I  only  request  you  to  iiequ*^'"''  "'0  beforehand  with  tl 
Lime  you  shall  ulioose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  et«., 

J)B  Vergennbs. 


Fraukliii  to  Vcrgeiiiiea.t 
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sented  to  his  majesty.  I  beg  thereupon  your  excelleucy's  advice  and 
direction. 

I  have  need  also  of  your  counsel  with  regard  to  th<»  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  some  conspirators  on  board  our  frigate,  the  Alliance,  which  is 
just  arrived.  I  wouUl  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  your 
excellency  to-day,  but  am  not  quite  well  enough  to  go  abroad  in  such 
weather. 

I  have  received  a  number  of  letters  from  America,  (ill  ex[)ressing  the 
highest  esteem  for  the  Count  d'EsUung  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
As  I  think  they  will  give  you  and  M.  de  Sartino  some  pleasure,  I  send 
you  the  origiimls,  praying  only  to  have  them  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.;  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  excel- 
lency's. 


J.  Adams  to  Samuel  Adams.* 

Tassy,  February  11,  1779. 

My  Dear  Sie:  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  did  me  the  honor  of  a 
visit  yesteixlay,  and  delivered  me  your  favor  of  the  li5th  of  October.  I 
am  not  sorry,  as  things  hcive  been  ordered,  that  mine  of  May  24  did 
not  resich  you  till  the 24th  of  October,  because  as  tlie  new  arrangement  t 
was  previously  maile,  it  ctui  not  be  said  that  1  had  any  hand  in  accom- 
plishing it.  Yet  I  am  ghul  the  letter  has  arrived,  because  it  will  show 
that  the  new  system  is  quite  agreeable  tome — that  is,  tlie  appointment 
of  a  single  minister  here.  Believe  me,  sir,  it  was  become  very  neces- 
sary. 

How  Congress  will  dispose  of  mo  1  do  not  know.  If  it  is  intended 
tbat  1  shall  return,  this  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me ;  and  I  tliink  that 
tills  is  the  most  probable  opinion,  because  Mr,  Deane's  **  address"  was 
on  the  5th  of  December.  Congress  soon  after  resolved  to  enter  on  lor- 
eign  all'airs  and  go  through  them.  The  Alliance  sailed  on  the  11th  of 
Januiuy,  and  there  is  no  resolution  arrived  Iiere  respecting  me.  I  tliink, 
therefore,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  return,  and  that  is  my  ])resent  dc^ter- 
mination;  but  whether  I  shall  qo  to  Amsterdam,  and  from  thence  to 
St.  Eustatia,  or  to  Spain  and  thence  home,  or  in  a  French  man-of  war 
to  Martinique,  or  an  American  frigate  to  America,  1  iiave  not  decided. 
Some  hint  that  I  am  to  go  to  Holland,  others  to  Si)ain.  This  last  im- 
plies the  removal  of  Mr.  Lee,  which  would  give  me  much  pain  on  many 
accounts.  I  tliink  him  a  faithful  man  and  able.  Yet  what  the  deter- 
mination will  be  upon  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Deane  1  can  not  say.  Tliis 
is  a  subject  which  1  cfin  not  write  or  talk  about :  1  would  not  feel  such 
another  sensation  to  be  made  a  prince.    I  confess  I  expected  the  most 

•2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  573.    The  original  of  this  letter  is  among  tlio  S.  Adams 
papers  in  the  Bancroft  CoUection  of  MS8 
tDissolviog  the  commissiou  in  Paris,  aud  appointing  Dr.  FraukUn  minister  ploni- 


48  DIPLOMATIC   COUKKSPONDENCE. 

dismal  coiLscqiioiicoH  (loin  it,  bocaitKC  I  thought  it  wouhl  render  busi- 
ness and  conlidenco  between  us  three  totally  iinpriietic^iblc;  that  it 
would  destroy  all  eoniidenee  between  this  court  and  us,  and  that  it 
woidd  startle  Spain;  that  it  wonUl  alienate  nniny  in  Holland  from  us, 
and  that  it  would  encourage  the  ministry  in  England  and  disconcert 
opposition  so  nnich  that  they  wouUl  even  luake  another  vigorous  cam- 
paign, besides  all  the  evils  it  would  produce  among  you.  But  the  ar- 
rival of  Dr.  Franklin's  connnission  has  relieved  mo  from  many  of  these 
fears.  This  court  have  conlUlence  in  him  alone.  But  I  think  they  were 
cautions,  even  of  him,  when  he  had  two  colleagues  to  whom  lie  was 
obliged  to  communicate  every  thing,  one  of  whom  was  upon  as  bad 
terms  with  him  sis  with  Mr.  Deane.  I  have  had  a  kind  of  a  task  here, 
as  Mr.  Lovell  expresses  himself;  determined  to  be  the  partisan  of 
neither,  yet  to  be  the  Ti  lend  of  both,  as  far  as  the  service  would  admit. 
1  am  fixed  in  these  two  oi)inions,  that  leaving  the  doctor  here  alone  is 
right,  and  that  Mr.  Lee  is  a  very  honest  and  faithful  man. 

You  say  that  France  should  be  our  polar  stsir  in  case  war  should 
take  phice.  I  was,  I  confess,  surprised  at  this  expression.  Was  not 
war  sudlciently  declared  in  the  King  of  England's  speech,  and  in  the 
answers  of  both  houses,  and  in  the  recall  of  his  ambassadorY  lias  it 
not  been  sufltciently  declared  by  actual  hostilities  in  most  parts  of  the 
world?  I  suspect  there  will  never  be  any  other  declaration  of  war. 
Yet  there  is  in  fact  21s  complete  a  war  as  ever  existed,  and  it  will  con- 
tinue;  for  you  nniy  dei»end  upon  it,  the  King  of  France  is  immovably 
iixed  in  your  support,  and  t^o  are  his  ministers.  Every  suspicion  of  a 
wavering  disi>osition  in  this  court  concerning  the  support  of  American 
independence  is  groundless,  is  ridiculous,  is  impossible.  You  nniy  re- 
member that  several  years  ago  several  gentlemen  wore  obliged  to  rea- 
son to  show  that  American  independence  was  the  interest  of  France. 
Since  my  arrival  in  this  kingdom  I  never  yet  found  one  nnm,  nor  heard 
of  more  than  one,  who  doubted  it.  If  the  voice  of  popularity  is  any- 
thing, I  sissure  you  that  this  voice  was  never  so  unanimous  in  America 
in  favor  of  our  independence  sis  it  is  here.  It  is  so  much  so,  that  if  the 
court  were  to  depart  from  its  present  system  in  this  respect  it  is  my 
clear  opinion  it  would  make  this  nation  very  unhappy  and  the  court 
too;  but  I  again  rei»esit,  that  the  court  is  sis  fixed  as  the  nation.  And 
this  union  of  sentiment  sirises  out  of  such  principles  of  nature  sis,  with- 
out SI  miracle,  can  not  silter.  Common  sense  in  America  supported  in- 
dependence; connnon  sense  in  Franco  supports  the  siUiauce,  and  will 
support  it  to  the  last.  Nsiy,  the  common  sense  of  Europe  supports  the 
common  sense  of  France. 

J5y  the  wsiy,  my  regards  to  Mr.  Paine,  ami  tell  him  that  I  do  not 
agree  with  him  in  his  ideas  sibout  natural  enemies.  It  is  because  Eng- 
land is  the  natursil  enemy  of  France  that  America  in  her  present  situ- 
ation is  her  natural  friend ;  sit  least  this  is  one  cause,  although  there 
are  many  others.    Some  of  them  sire  more  glorious  for  human  nature. 
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Fnince  scarcely  ever  iiimlc  i\  war  before  tbat  was  popular  in  Europe. 
There  is  not  a  sUite  tluit  I  caii  hear  of  but  applauds  her  and  wishes 
her  success.  And  in  point  of  finance  and  naval  strength  and  in  skill 
and  bravery  of  oflicers  she  seems  to  be  superior  to  England.  You  may 
boBurpriseil  to  hear  me  say  naval  strength,  yet  if  you  consider  the 
wretched  stale  of  the  British  navy  sws  to  nnvsts,  yards,  rigging,  and 
men,  you  will  not  wonder,  although  their  number  of  ships  may  bo 
8Ui)orior.  I  therefore  think  that  all  is  safe.  We  nuvy  have  further 
trouble  and  trials  of  our  faith  and  patience.  But  trouble  is  to  you  and 
me  familiar,  and  I  begin  to  think  it  necessary  for  my  health. 

There  is  one  thing  in  my  letter  to  you  exaggerated,  the  expenses  of 
the  commissioners.  I  had  been  here  but  a  short  time,  and  WTote  ac- 
cording to  the  best  guess  I  could  make  from  what  L  heard  ;  but  I  now 
think  I  put  it  much  too  high,  yet  I  can  not  say  exactly.  * 

February  20.  There  is  not  the  least  appearance  of  the  embarkation 
of  troops  for  Amoiica,  nor  any  intelligence  of  traiisports  taken  up.  The 
national  discontent  is  great,  and  tumults  have  arisen  in  Edinburgh  and 
London.  According  to  present  np[)earances,  they  will  have  occasion 
for  so  many  of  their  troops  to  keep  their  populace  in  order  as  to  be 
able  to  spare  few  in  America.  Their  proclaunitions  are  all  alike,  from 
Burgoyne's  to  those  of  the  commissioners.  The  weaker  they  are,  the 
wore  they  pulf, 
I  am,  etc* 

John  Adams. 


CougresB.t 

February  15,  1770. 

The  President  acquainted  the  House  that,  pursuant  to  their  ordei\ 
lie  hiul  informed  the  minister  of  France  that  Congress  will  take  his 
memorials  of  tlieOth  into  immediate  consideration,  and  tiiat  if  he  wishes 
to  communicate  anything  farther  to  them  Congress  will  receive  tiie 
same  in  a  private  audience;  that  the  minister  wished  to  make  further 
communications  to  Congress,  and  would  attend  the  House  at  113  o'clock 
this  day. 

The  minister,  agreeably  to  his  appointment,  was  introduced,  and  had 
a  free  conference  with  Congress,  in  which  ho  represented  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  the  dispositions  of  the  8panis!i  court,  and 
the  mesisures  it  was  about  to  take  in  order  to  restore  peace ;  from  thence 
he  took  occasion  to  press  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  having  a  niin- 
isler  in  Europe  properly  empowered  and  instructed,  lie  further  sig- 
nifiwl  that  it  wsvs  the  desire  of  his  most  Christian  nnijesly  that  the 
United  States  would  speedily  put  themselves  in  a  condition  to  take 


*  See  tlio  stntonicnt  lioio  lufcrrojl  to  in  a  hittrr  dattMl  May  21,  1778,  supra, 
tMSS.  secret  jourualH ;  ])riiitcd  joiirnaU  of  CongrcKH. 

wii — VOL  III y 
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that  part  in  tho  negotiation  for  peace  ai)[)areiitly  about  to  take  place 
which  their  dignity  and  iiitercHt  required;  and  that  they  should  lay  a 
solid  foundation  for  obUiiniug  a  speedy  peace,  agreeably  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  by  giving  their  jdenipotentiary  the  most  ample  instruc- 
tions and  full  ]>ower8.  This  he  enforced  by  suudry  argumeuts,  aud 
pressed  the  utmo:jt  dispatch.* 


Vergonnes  to  Arthur  Leo.t 

[Translntiou.] 

Verbailles,  February  15,  1779. 

The  Count  deYergeunes  has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Lee,  and  to  inform  him  that  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  of  coming 
to  Versailles  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  next,  a't  shall  be  most  con- 
venient to  him,  he  will  be  very  glad  to  converse  with  him.| 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennea.^ 

Passv,  February  10,  1779. 

Sir:  Liist  evening  I  had  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  of  this 
month  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  11th. || 

1  thank  your  excellency  for  tlie  politeness  with  which  you  haveagn  ed 
to  my  proposition  of  a  conference  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Deane's 
"Address  to  the  People  of  the  United  States." 

At  the  time  when  my  letter  of  the  lltli  was  written  and  sent  to  your 
excellency  there  were  three  commissioners  here,  representatives  of 
Congress,  between  whom  it  appeared  to  me  Mr.  Deane's  address  had  a 
tendency  to  destroy  all  confidence,  as  well  as  between  your  excellency 
and  them,  for  which  reason  1  thought  it  iny  duty  to  endeavor,  by  a 
conference  with  your  excellency,  to  lessen  those  evils  as  far  as  should 
be  in  my  iiower. 


*A  fuH  roport  of  Gcnird's  address,  taken  by  W.  JI.  Driiyton,  is  givou  iu  )i  Gibbes' 
Doc.  Hist.,  101. 

t  Sparks'  Dip.  Ucv.  Corr.,  515. 

t  NoTK  nv  Mk.  Lkk.— Went  next  day  to  Connl  do  Vergonnes;  showed  bini  my  books 
concorniug  llio  troatiuM  and  lliu  French  and  KngliKh  pn)p(>8ilioiiH.  11  was  agreed  that 
1  should  have  the  paHsages  iranshited  for  him  to  lay  heforo  the  king  and  conncil.  IIh 
said  that  Mr.  Deane's  charges  were  inapt;  that  it  was  Hnrprising  ho shonUl  bring 
them  into  his  personal  dispnte;  that  he  had  much  wished  Mr.  Franvois  to  go  as  min- 
ister to  America.  Upon  my  saying  the  canso  of  Mr.  Deane's  recall  was  his  having 
sent  over  so  many  ofllcers,  ho  said  it  was  what  ho  always  disapjiroved  of,  bocanso 
bo  knew  that  multitndes  of  tlio.se  who  were  applying  were  neither  oniccrs  nor  any- 
thing else. 

^2  Si)ark8'  Dip.  l^iv.  Corr.,  570,  with  verbal  changes;  7  John  Adams'  Works,  8*i. 
il  See  index. 
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But  witbiii  Si  few  bours  after  my  letter  of  the  lltli  was  sent  tlio  aid- 
do-camp  of  tlie  Marquis  do  la  Fay^'^^^  arrived,  with  dispatches  from 
00051*088  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  from  their  cunnnittee  of  foreign  ail'airs  to 
mo,  informing  nio  of  the  new  arrangement  by  which  Dr.  Franklin  is  con- 
stituted minister  plenipotentiary  here  and  I  am  restoretl  to  the  character 
of  a  private  citizen  ;  so  wholly  changed  are  the  scene  and  the  characters 
here,  that  I  now  think  I  have  no  right  to  do  what,  if  I  had  continued 
iu  tlio  character  of  a  commissioner  here,  I  should  have  thought  it  my 
indispensable  duty  to  do. 

This  masterly  measure  of  Congress,  which  has  my  most  hearty  ap[»ro- 
bation,  and  of  the  necessity  of  which  I  was  fully  convinced  before  [ 
hiul  been  two  months  iu  Europe,  has  taken  away  the  possibilities  of 
those  dissensions  which  I  so  much  apxneheuiled.  I  shall  not,  there- 
foro,  give  your  excellency  any  further  trouble  than  to  take  au  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  my  respects  in  order  to  tiike  leave,  and  to  assure  you 
that  I  shall  leavo  this  kingdom  with  the  most  entire  conlldenco  in  his 
majesty's  beuevolcuco  to  the  United  Stiit(*s  and  inviolable  adherence  to 
the  treaties  between  the  two  powirs,  with  a  similar  conlidence  in  the 
good  disposition  of  his  majesty's  ministers  of  state  and  of  this  nation 
towards  us,  and  with  a  heart  impressed  with  gratitude  for  the  many 
civilities  which  I  have  received  in  the  short  simce  1  have  resided  here, 
at  court,  iu  the  city,  and  iu  the  couutry,  and  particularly  from  your 
excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Frankliu  to  A.  Loc* 

Passy,  Fchrunn/  18,  1770. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  herewith  copies  of  res- 
olutions of  Congress  of  yeptember  the  llth  and  1  Jtli  and  October  the 
I32d.  I  shall  endeavor  strictly  to  comply,  on  my  i>jirt,  with  the  com- 
mands of  Congress  contained  in  tlie  letter,  which  are  at  the  same  time 
perfectly  agreeable  to  my  inclinations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

1>.  Franklin. 


A.  Lee  to  Frajiklin.t 

CllAiLLOT,  Fchniary  18,  1779. 

Sir:  I  this  moment  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  this  d:ite, 
contiiining  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  September  the  llth 
and  14th  and  October  22d.  1  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  paying  my 
compliments  to  you  on  your  appointment  to-morrow  about  12  o'clock. 


•  MSS.  Dei.,  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  r>ir>. 
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Kotliiiig  can  be  more  agreeable  to  ine  iliaii  your  inteution  of  cultivat- 
ing tlie  liariiiony  recoinmendeil  iu  tlie  last  resolve,  because  I  always 
lamented  the  interruption  of  it  as  detrimental  to  the  public  ami  dishon- 
orable to  ourselves. 

[As  Mr.  Deane  has  used  your  name  in  his  letter  to  the  i>eoplo  in  order 
to  support  his  accusations  of  and  invective  against  me,  and  has  done 
the  same  in  a  piece  given  in  by  him  to  Congress  and  by  their  order  sent 
to  me,  to  authorize  the  most  outrageous  abuse  of  me  that  can  be  im- 
agined, it  was  my  intention  to  have  written  to  you  to  know  whether 
this  Wits  done  by  your  authority  ;  but  I  shall  not  carry  this  intention 
into  execution  without  an  sissuranco  from  you  that  it  will  not  prevent 
the  X)romised  harmony  and  conlidejice  which  from  my  heart  I  believe  to 
be  essential  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States.  leather, 
therefore,  than  hazard  these  by  an  act  of  mine  1  will  combat  Mr. 
Deaue's  calumnies  without  endeavoring  to  take  from  hlin  the  appear- 
ance of  your  concurrence,  under  which  he  shelters  himself.]* 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

AuTUuu  Lee. 


Franklin  to  A.  Lee.t 

Passy,  February  18,  1779. 

Sir:  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  by  the  bearer  all  the  pub- 
lic pai)ers  in  your  hands  belonging  to  this  department. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FllANKLIN. 


J.  Adams  to  LoveU.t 

Passy,  February  20,  1779. 

I  can  not  lay  aside  my  pen  without  saying  that  the  accusations  before 
Congress  against  the  Messrs.  Ijcc,  and  I  know  not  who  besides,  distress 
me  beyond  me^isure.  1  fear  they  will  perpetuate  altercation  without 
bringing  any  great  truths  to  light  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  I  have 
sighed  and  mourned  and  wept  for  that  intemperance  of  passion  which 
1  very  early  discovered  here,  without  being  able  to  soften  or  to  cool  it 
in  the  Iciist  degree.  I  wish  1  could  draw  the  portrait  of  every  char- 
acter here  as  it  appears  iu  my  eyes,  but  this  would  be  imprudent,  and 
if  it  should  be  known  would  do  public  mischief,  full  enough  of  which 
has  been  done  already  by  indiscretion. 

Our  old  incidentid  agent  is  an  honest  man,  faithful  and  zealous  in 


•Passage  iu  brackotfl  omitted  in  Sparks*  and  Bigolow's  cd. 

tMSS.  Dcp.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corn,  r»46;  «  Uigolow's  Franklin,  :JOH. 

;  9  J.  Adijus*  Works,  476. 


FEBBUAUY   20,    1779.  63 

our  cause;  bat  there  is  an  acrhnouy  iu  his  t>einper,  there  is  a  jealousy, 
there  is  sin  obntiuacy,  and  a  want  of  candor  at  tinies,  and  an  afVectation 
of  secrecy,  the  fruit  of  jealousy,  which  renders  him  disagreeable  often 
to  his  friends,  makes  him  enemies,  and  gives  them  iuflnite  advantages 
over  him.  That  he  has  had  great  provocations  here  I  never  doubted, 
aud  since  the  nppeamnce  of  the  a<hlres8  less  than  ever.* 

There  is  another  character  here,  exceedingly  respectable  in  fortune, 
education,  travel,  honor,  inU'.grity,  love  of  his  country,  and  zeal  in  its 
cause,  but  Tacitus  would  sny  his  passions  are  always  strong,  often  vio- 
lent, and  he  has  not  experience  in  public  life.f  These  two  gentlemen 
have  been  very  intimate,  and  have  encouraged,  no  doubt,  and  often 
irritated  each  other.  Another  thing:  I  think  that  other  gentleman 
ought  not  to  have  been  here ;  he  should  have  been  in  Italy  or  in  Amer- 
ica, or,  being  here,  I  really  think  he  ought  not  to  have  interfered  so 
much.  This  is  simply  my  opinion  ;  I  may  l>e  wrong.  That  that  gentle- 
man thought  he  WHS  doing  his  duty  I  am  clear.  JU\t  of  this  I  am 
persuadeil,  that  if  he  ha<l  been  in  Italy,  things  would  never  have  gone 
to  the  lengths  they  have.  On  the  other  hand,  most  of  the  old  con- 
nections of  the  doctor  and  Mr.  Deane  wereiilled  with  prejudices  against 
those  two  gentlemen.  One  party  was  striving  to  get  the  better  of  the 
other,  toloworits  reputation  and  diminish  its  authority. 

In  this  chaos  I  found  things  and  have  been  tossed  in  it;  on  the  other 
hand,  there  wsvs  a  monopoly  of  reputation  here  and  an  indecency'  in  dis- 
playing it  which  did  great  injustice  to  the  real  merit  of  others  that  I  do 
not  wonder  was  resented.  There  was  an  indolence,  there  was  a  dissipa- 
tion, which  gave  just  occasion  of  com]>laint,  and  there  was  a  complai- 
sance to  interested  .•ul venturers.  There  was  an  intimacy  with  stockjob- 
bers; there  was  an  accjuaintance  with  persons  from  J^ngland  which 
giive  just  occasion  of  jealousy,  however  innocent  the  i n ten tJons  were. 
1  have  learned  that  total  silence  is  enougli  to  procure  a  character  for 
prudence,  whatever  indiscretions  ci  nuui  niay  commit. 

In  this  state  of  things  Congress  have  had  the  wisdom  and  the  forti- 
tude to  do  the  onl3'  thing  which  could  be  done  for  putiing  matters  on  a 
better  footing;  but  this  will  last  a  very  little  while  if  money  matters 
are  not  separated  from  political.  Some  other  thing  must  be  done ;  some 
resolution  must  be  passed  forbidding  every  man,  in  the  most  positive 
terms,  who  has  any  connection  with  your  minister  here,  from  having 
any  connection  with  English  stocks,  insurances,  etc.,  and  forbidding  all 
correspondence  with  them.  There  is  in  England  a  )>ractice  of  nniking 
insurances  on  ])olitical  events  which  has  interested  the  whole  alley  iu 
American  politics,  and  has  thrown  all  into  distraction. 

I  have  been  wholly  without  infonnation  of  what  was  i)assing  in  Con- 
gress, and,  indeed,  in  America,  especially  in  Philadelphia.     j\Iy  friends, 


*ArMiiir  Jj(m».     TIio  nthlreHH  alludeil  to  is  Slhw  Doaiie's. 
t  Kalpk  Izard. 
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I  know,  have  Deeii  eup^agcd  in  doing  the  pnblic  busiuoss,  not  in  strength- 
cning  the  hands  of  individnals  or  parlies  liere.  But  bnshels  of  letters 
liave  come  to  ad  vent  n  vers  here  containing  information  more  exact  in 
some  things,  and  not  so  true  in  others  as  they  ought  to  be. 


A.  Lee  to  Fraiiklin.* 

Ghaillot,  February  21,  1779. 

Sm :  Your  grandson  delivered  to  me  between  10  and  12  o'clock  on 
the  19th  your  letter  dated  the  18th,  in  which  you  desire  I  "will  send 
by  the  bearer  all  the  pai)ors  belonging  to  this  dejiartment.'* 

I  have  no  papers  belonging  to  the  department  of  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles.  But  if  you  mean,  sir,  the  papers 
relating  to  the  transactions  of  our  Into  joint  commission,  I  am  yet  to 
learn,  and  can  not  conceive,  on  wliat  reason  or  authority  any  one  of 
those  who  were  f<mner1y  in  that  commission  can  alone  claim  or  demand 
possession  of  all  the  papers  evidencing  their  transactions,  in  which,  if 
they  should  appear  to  have  been  equally  concerned,  they  are  equall}' 
responsible. 

Of  these  papers  Mr.  Deane,  by  his  own  account,  has  taken  and  secured 
such  as  he  chose.  The  rest,  a  very  few  excepted,  you  have.  Many  of 
these  I  have  never  seen,  but  have  been  favored  with  copies.  Of  the 
few  originals  in  my  jiossession  there  nre,  I  know,  dui)licat  es  of  the  most 
part  at  Passy,  because  it  was  for  that  reason  only  that  I  took  them. 
The  rest  are  evidence  necessary  to  answer  Mr.  Deane's  accusations 
[which  you  know  to  be  most  bjise  und  false  that  ever  the  malice  or 
wickedness  of  man  invent<;d.]t 

If  it  were,  indeed,  agreed  that  all  the  i>aprrs  belonging  t<>  our  late 
commission  should  be  brought  together,  numbered,  docketed,  and  de- 
jiosited  where  the  late  commissioners,  and  they  only,  might  have  access 
to  them,  I  would  very  readily  contribute  the  few  I  have.  But  on  no 
other  terms  can  I  i)art  with  them,  and  must,  therefore,  desire  yon  to 
command  me  in  some  other  service. 

Still,  however,  I  am  in  the  judgment  of  (Congress,  and  if,  upon  our 
mutual  representations,  should  you  think  it  worth  troubling  them  with, 
they  should  be  of  a  diirerent  opinion,  T  shall  abide  by  their  decision  and 
obey  their  orders. 

I  hope  your  gout  is  bettx»T,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  et<j., 

AllTIIUU   liEE. 


•  MSS.  l)(^ii.  of  Stato;  I  SpnrkH'Dip.  K«v.  Corr.,  54G,  with  oiiiisHiouH;  i)  Jiigelow'a 
Fraiikliu,  '.\0\\  wlioro  tlic  original  \h  corredly  given, 
t  Passage  iu  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
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Vergeimes  to  J.  Adams.* 
[TraiiKlatioii.] 

Veusaillks,  February  21,  1771». 

Sm :  I  have  received  the  letter  wliicli  you  h:ive  done  mo  the  honor  to 
write  me  on  the  IGMi  of  this  month.  Although  you  are  to  be  henceforth 
without  a  public  chara(;ter  in  France,  bo  ])erHua(1eil  that  the  esteem 
and  consideration  which  you  have  justly  acquired  are  by  no  means 
diminished,  and  1  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  you  will  not  deprive  me  of  the 
plesisuro  of  ;iSHuring  you  of  it  by  word  of  mouth,  and  being  at  the  same 
time  the  interpreter  of  the  favorable  sentiments  with  which  tlie  king 
honors  you.  Tliey  are  the  consequence  of  the  particuhir  satisfaction 
which  his  majesty  has  received  from  the  wise  conduct  you  have  held 
during  the  whole  tinu)  of  your  commission,  as  well  as  the  zeal  you  have 
constantly  displayed  both  for  the  cause  of  your  country' and  for  the 
support  of  the  alliance  which  attsiehes  it  to  his  majesty. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  groat/ost  respect,  etc., 

I)E  Vercjennks. 


J.  Adams  to  La  Fayette,  t 

Passv,  Fehru((ry2\yll79. 

My  Dear  Marquis:  The  conversation  with  which  you  honored  me 
last  evening  has  induced  me  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  (his  letter  upon 
the  same  subject. 

It  is  certain  that  a  loan  of  money  is  very  much  neocled  to  redeem  the 
redundancy  of  our  ])aper  bills,  and  without  it,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
what  will  be  the  consequence  to  their  credit,  ami  therefore  every  service 
that  may  be  rendere<l  in  order  to  obt:iin  it  from  this  kingdom,  from 
Spain  or  Holland,  will  be  a  most  ae>ceptable  servicre. 

But  without  some  other  exertions  even  a  h)an  jierhnps  would  be  but 
a  temporary  relief;  with  them  a  smaller  lo:in  niiglil  suHiee.  You  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  enemy  in  Anierica  are  at  present  very  weak  and 
in  great  distress  in  ev(»ry  ])art.  The3'  are  weak  in  Canada,  weak  in 
Halifax,  weak  in  JUiodo  IslancI,  we.vk  i.'i  New  V(Hk,  weak  in  the  Flori- 
diUM,  smd  weak  in  every  oin^  of  the  West  India  Islands.  A  strong  arma- 
ment of  ships  of  the  line,  with  five  thousand  troops,  direct (d  against 
Halifax,  Rhode  Island,  or  New  York  must  infallibly  sueeeed.  So  it  must 
against  th(»,  Floridas,  so  it  must  against  Canada  or  any  one  ot  the  West 
India  Islands. 

You  are  very  sensible  that  in  this  state  of  weakness  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  America  depend  ujmn  each  other  for  n^ciproeal  support. 
The  troops  a\u\  ships  <h'rive  such  suppli<'s  of  ])rovisi(nis  from  Canaila 


•2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir.,  fiT'J  ;  7  .John  Adams'  Works,  s:?. 
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jiinl  Novii  Sfolij,  lliiiL  if  IIh*c  jiliiccs  i>r  i-JUid'of  tliciii  wi-rc  lost 
would  liB  Oillluiilt^  if  not  impoMsible,  lot  tliu  oUivr  to  mtbaint.  Tlio  Wv 
Iiiiliii  iHliiiidtt  dci'ivu  Hiiuli  Kii|>i>li<ui  twm  Lliu  riuridiis,  1-litil  il'  Uicy  ue 
lost  IlieotliorscoiiUI  liaiilly  subsist  Tlieir  fleets  ami  nriiiics  In  Canwl 
Iliilirax,  Ulioilo  IsIiiikI,  New  York,  niiil  ttio  Floridns  receive  8u|>i>1le8 
riini,  Kti^iir,  iiii)]ii<v:cs,  etc.,  frupii  tlic  Wont  IiiilJn  Islmids,  vitlioiit  whl 
ttipy  could  scarcely  siib^^JsL  lilvery  pnrt  oftlicir  pnasessioiis  in  Anieiic 
Ik)Ui  on  llii>.  conlinciihiiiid  in  UioiBlandK,  n^coivo  constant  sn)i|>lirs  Trii 
Kurupn,  IVoiii  I'lnglainl,  Seollnnd,  and  Iiistand,  witliout^rliicb  tbey  niii 
fall.  You  percHvn,  tbcreforo,  that  tlicir  donnniona  in  Aiiicrica  nt  pn 
cnk  foni)  sncli  ivcbaiu,  Ibnt  tlio  links  nintiially  snpitort  cacb  otiicr 
sncli  a  manner  tlial  if  one  or  tivo  were  taken  away  tlie  wbole,  or 
least  llie  f;roati-r  |>art,  niiist  fall.  In  this  state  of  tbings,  tbou,  tbe  o 
vionsiiolicyis  to  send  a  strong  s<]uadroii  of  sliipsof  tboliiiotoco-oper:i 
witli  tlic  Count  d'Enlaing  and  tbe  Anierioau  army  in  some  exiieditii 
direclod  agiiint;!,  New  York,  Itliodo  Islntul,  Ualirux,  or  i)or]rai>8  all 
tboiii  ill  c.out'so.  Kivo  or  six  tlionsand  troops  would  be  quito  enoug 
Above  all,  it  in  inrli8]ii-nsably  necessary  tn  kei^p  a  clear  8n]>eriority 
naval  power  botb  on  tbe  coast  of  tlie  ctnitiiiont  and  iu  tbo  West  Iinl 
Islands.  Tliis,  lx)gotber  witli  Frciinb  and  Aniei-u^iii  privateers,  won 
make  sucli  liavo<!  among  tbe  enemy's  transport-s  jmssing  from  one 
tlicii'  possossions  to  anotbor  as  must  ruin  tlieir  aHairs.  'J'bo  Vivii 
Iiave  il  groat  advantage  in  carrying  on  tliis  kind  of  war  in  America 
lircKcnt.  Tim  ]>i'ilis1i  ships  are  badly  manned  nnd  in  l>ad  rejiair,  Tb 
mil  not  send  tbein  into  (bo  AiiierieAU  seas  witlionttbe  utmost  terror  I 
Ibeir  own  coasts.  And  when  tliey  arc  in  Amerieii  tbey  liavo  not  sii 
advantages  for  Knp)dies  of  provisions,  naval  sUircs,  etc.,  as  Uio  Fruii< 
Tiic  (Icviistation  wliicli  wiis  made  among  tlieir  sliijis  ol'llie  line,  fri 
ides,  Irniisporls,  and  Iraders  in  tbe  Amerie^tn  m-.in  tlie  last  siiinni 
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Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

riiiLADKLPiiiA,  Fib)  vary  22,  1779. 

Sir:  III  obedieuce  to  the  orders  ol'  Congress  of  the  8lh  of  December, 
1777,  which  1  received  the  4th  of  March,  1778,  1  embraced  the  first 
opiiortunity  of  returniug  to  Atnerica,  and  on  iiiy  arrival  repaired  with 
all  ])os8ible  dispatch  to  Congress  on  the  13th  of  July  hist,  since  which 
time  I  have  attended  their  orders  in  this  city.  1  beg  leave  to  remind 
Congress  that  early  in  January,  177G,  1  hsid  the  honor  of  being  engaged 
by  their  committee  to  go  as  their  agent  to  France,  to  transact  important 
business  for  them  in  the  commercial  as  well  as  ))olitical  departments, 
and  that  I  have  over  since  been  in  their  service,  in  which  I  ilattor 
inyself  1  have  been  of  some  utility  to  them  and  to  my  country;  but 
that  an  absence  of  almost  four  years  from  my  family  aud  private  atlairs, 
more  than  seven  months  of  which  1  have  waited  to  know  their  jileivsure 
respecting  me  here,  has  so  exceedingly  embarnissed  and  distressed  me, 
that  J  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  unbecoming  impatience 
in  pressing  to  know  if  Congress  have  any  further  commands  for  me, 
and  in  what  manner  my  psist  transactions,  as  their  agent  and  commis- 
sioner, are  to  be  jvdjusted  and  closed.  I  have  heretofore  written 
repeatedly  and  particularly  to  Congress  on  this  subject  and  will  not 
enlarge  upon  it  at  present,  but  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost 

respect,  etc., 

Silas  Dkank. 


Franklin  to  Hartley,  t 

Passv,  F<hntanj22,  1770. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  proposition  for  reinovin;^  tli<*  stumbling- 
block.  Your  constant  desire  of  ]>eace  ought  to  endear  you  to  both 
sides;  but  this  ])roposition  seems  to  be  naUually  impnieticable.  We 
can  never  think  of  quitting  a  solid  alliance,  made  and  ratilied,  in  order 
to  be  in  a  state  for  receiving  unknown  proposals  of  prace,  which  nia^' 
vanish  in  the  discussion.  The  truth  is,  we  have  no  kind  of  faith  in 
jour  government,  which  a])pears  to  us  as  insidious  and  deceitful  as  it 
is  unjust  and  cruel ;  its  character  is  that  of  the  s])id('r  in  Thomson, 

cunning  an<l  fierce, 


Mixture  abhorred ! 

Besides,  we  cjin  not  see  the  necessity  of  our  re1in(|nishing  our  alliance 
with  Franco  in  order  to  a  treaty,  any  more  than  of  your  relinquishing 
yours  with  Holland. 

I  am,  very  alfectionately,  yours, 

N.  A4 


•  M8S.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sp.irk.s'  Dip.  Uvv.  Coir.,  VW). 

ta  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  4l»;  G  Higelow's  Franklin.  310. 

t  North  America. 
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Fraukliu  to  Harley.* 

Tassv,  February  22,  1771). 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  fnvor  of  Jniuiary  ^3,  coiitfliiiiiig  the 
answer  you  had  received  from  the  board  of  sick  aud  hnrt^  in  which 
they  Bay  they  are  tnking  measures  for  the  immediate  sending  to  France 
the  number  of  Americans  first  proposed  to  be  chnnged,  etc. 

I  liavo  heanl  nothing  since  of  tlie  measures  taken.  The  prisoners 
grow  more  and  more  uneasy  with  us.  They  are  told  that  we  neglect 
them.  We  sent  the  passport  required  in  September  last  We  were 
soon  after  assured  that  a  passport  was  actually  t^iken  up  and  victuale<l 
for  100  men  to  be  sent  to  France  with  so  many  prisoners.  That  vessel 
has  never  appeared. 

We  relied  upon  the  agreement  to  exchange  and  the  X)romise  of  doing 
it  speedily,  and  we  advised  our  ])eop1e  thereupon  not  to  attempt  es- 
cjipes.  We  seem  to  have  been  deceived  or  trifled  with,  but  perhaps  it 
is  rather  owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  business  the  board  lias  on  its 
hands,  and  your  important  occupations  not  permitting  you  to  follow  it 
with  such  frequent  solicitations  as  are  necessary  to  keep  up  its  attention 
to  this  particular  affair.  1  liave,  therefore,  tliought  of  sending  over  a 
person  for  that  pur])Ose,  empowering  him  to  stipulate  readily,  without 
the  delay  attending  letters.  By  this  means  I  would  save  you  some  of 
tliiit  trouble  which  your  goodness  and  humanity  might  otherwise  con- 
tinue to  lead  you  into.  I  wouhl  only  desire  you  at  present  to  procure 
a  safe  conduct;  his  name  is  Edward  Bancroft;  he  is  a  gentleman  of 
character  and  honor  who  will  punctually  observe  such  restrictions  re- 
specting his  conduct  when  in  England  as  it  may  bo  thonght  reasonable 
to  la3'  him  under.  If  this  is  or  is  not  obtainable,  L  beg  you  will  signify 
it  l>y  a  line  directed  for  him  at  M.  [jeveaux^s,  merchant,  in  Calais ;  and 
that  as  soon  as  possible,  that  he  may  uot  be  fruitlessly  detained  long 
there  in  expectation  of  it. 


Proceedings  of  Congress  as  to  conditions  of  paciGcation,   and  particularly 

as  to  tlie  Mississippi  and  Fisheries.! 

Fe«ruary  23,  1779. 

The  committee,  to  v.  horn  were  referred  the  letters  from  Mr.  A.  Lee 
and  the  communications  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  in 
his  memorial  of  the  Otli  and  in  the  private  audience  of  the  15th,  report : 

That  upon  consideration  of  nil  the  nmtters  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee they  are  of  opinion  that  his  catholic  majesty  is  disposed  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  United  States  of  America.  That  he  hath 
manifested  this  disposition  in  a  decisive  declaration  lately  made  to  the 
court  of  Great  J^ritain.  That  in  consequence  of  such  doclaration  the 
indei>endence  of  these  United  States  must  be  finally  acknowledged  by 


m;  nijrciow'8  Fniiiknii,  :ni. 

t  Si-'o  secret  M8S.  joiiniiils,  Dcp.  oi'  State,  wbtcb  aro  t'olluwed  with  variutious  aud 
ou)i80iou8b3'  the  priuted  secret  juu malt). 
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Qreat  Britain,  and  immediately  tliereou  a  uegotiatioii  for  peace  will  be 
set  on  foot  between  the  powers  of  France,  Great  Britain,  and  these 
UnitcMl  States  under  the  mediation  of  his  catholic  majesty;  or  that 
Spain  will  take  pari  in  the  war,  and  his  catiiolic  majesty  will  unite  his 
force  with  the  most  Christian  kin^  and  the  United  States. 

That  in  the  event  of  a  negotiation  for  peace  your  committee,  pur- 
suant to  the  declaration  of  Congress  that  they  would  not  make  nor 
even  treat  of  peace  until  the  independence  of  these  United  Stati'S 
should  be  acknowledged,  or  all  the  forces  of  their  enemy  withdrawn, 
pursuant  to  the  guaranty'  of  his  most  Christian  maj*  sty  by  the  treaty 
of  alliance  eventual  and  defensive,  made  and  subsisting  between  him 
and  these  United  States  as  sovereign  and  inde])endent,  they  assume 
it  first  as  a  ground  and  preliminary,  that  previous  to  any  treaty  or 
negotiation  for  peace  the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  imlependence,  abso- 
lute and  unlimited,  of  these  United  states,  as  well  in  matters  of  gov- 
ernment as  of  commerce,  be  acknowledge*!  on  the  ])nrt  of  Great 
Britain. 

And  if  the  same  shall  be  done,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
minister  of  these  United  States  ought  on  the  jmrt  of  the  said  States  to 
assist  at  and  contract  and  Kti))nlate  in  such  negotiation  for  peace  as 
may  beset  on  foot  under  the  m<Mliation  of  his  catholic  majestty. 

That  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  such  event  the  said  ministers 
ought  to  be  instructed  by  Congress  in  the  several  following  particulars, 
to  wit: 

(1)  What  to  insist  on  as  the  ultimatum  of  these  States;  and 

(2)  What  to  yield  or  require  on  terms  of  mutual  exchange  or  compen- 
sation. 

On  the  first  head,  your  connuillee  ar<»  of  opinion  that  the  following 
articles  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  and  indepcMuleuce  of  the 
United  St4ites,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  insisted  on  as  the  ultimatum 
of  thei^e  Stat<»,s. 

(1)  That  the  bounds  of  the  United  States  be  acknowledged  and  rati- 
fied as  follows;  Northerly  by  tlieancientlimitsof  (Ijiuada  as  contended 
for  by  Great  Britiun,  running  from  Nova  Scotia  southwesterly  west  and 
northwesterly  to  Lake  Nipissing;  thence  a  west  line  to  the  Mississi]>pi 
easterly  by  the  boundary  settled  between  M.issachusetts  and  Nova 
Scotia;  southerly  hy  the  boundary  settled  between  Georgia  and  East 
and  West  Florid:!,  and  westerly  by  the  river  Mississippi. 

(15)  That  every  i»ort  and  place  within  the  United  States,  and  every 
island,  harbor,  and  road  to  thein,orany  of  them  belonging,  be  absolutely' 
eva(!nated  by  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

(3)  That  a  right  of  fishing  Jind  curing  fish  on  the  banks  and  coasts  of 
the  island  of  Newfoundland  ecpially  with  the  subjects  ol  France  and 
Great  Britain  be  reserved,  acknowledged,  and  ratified  to  the  subjects  of 
the  United  States. 

(4)  That  the  uavi^atio//  of  tlio  river  Mississippi  as  low  Olowu  wvi  W\^ 
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Roiitlieru  t>ouii(l)try  of  llitt  United  Statc»  l>6  ttckiiowledgetl  iiiiil  niUfif 
absi)lii(oly  free  to  the  subjects  of  tbo  Uiiitui)  Stntcu. 

(S)  Tlint  I'i'cu  cuiiniivrco  bo  ullowcil  to  tbo  8iibje(.-ti)  of  tbo  lliiil< 
States  witb  some  [tort or  imrta  lielow  tbe  soatlieni  boiiutlary  of  tbe  Ba 
Stntes  on  tbe  riror  Minsissippi,  except  for  sucli  articles  as  may  bo  pa 
ticularly  eiiiiii)orate<I;  iin<l 

(0)  I II  ease  tUoniliesof  tbcsoUtiiUMl  States  will  agree  to snpiKtrt  the 
ill  sucb  claim  by  continuing  liostilitiea,  tUon  to  insist  tbat  Nova  Seot 
and  its  (lei)eii<lei)eies  bo  ce<1eil  to  tbe  Uiiiletl  Stales  or  declared  iitd 
IMMideiit. 

Uii  Uio  present  liead  your  coiuiiiitlco  are  of  opinion — 

(1)  Tbat  tlio  claim  to  Nova  Scotia  onglit  to  be  given  np  in  Ueu  oftl 
equal  slmre  in  Mie  Nowfonndland  fisliery,  or  siicli  sbnro  of  tlio  flsbci 
in  lien  of  Nova  Scolia  if  botb  cnii  not  Iw  obtained. 

(2)  Tlint  in  case  iiriMier  of  tlie^o  can  l>e  obtained  in  lieu  of  tlie  otlii' 
tben  if  tlie  benninla  Islmids  can  lie  obtatntMl  tbe  claim  to  Nova  Sejtt 
bo  ceiled  in  lieu  Ibci-oof. 

(,'l)  That  it  niny  bo  sMpiilaled  that  Uic  snbjccls  of  tlio  lTniie<1  Stat 
sball  not  trade  to  (lie  Knnt  Indies,  or  engage  in  llie  slave  trade,  it  ad 
(jiiHlu  cumpcnsntion  can  be  obtaiiieil. 

( I)  That  tbo  lJiiit(Ml  Stiitos  will  not  eslablisli  any  Hetllcment  or  d 
minion  beyond  tliu  liiiiits  of  tlie  said  Still  eH  ;\h  KclLlcd  at  tlieeonclusit 
of  I  bo  treaty  of  j)eacp. 
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a  well-appointed  force,  not  exceed iii|;  ed'eotive  infiintry,  with  all 

cainp  and  niarcliin^^  requi»ile8,  with  suitable  aiins,  artillery,  and  other 
equipments  for  war,  to  be  employed  in  cou<iueriii^  tiie  Floridas.  That 
the  Siiid  countries  when  coiKiuered  shall  be  ceded  and  guarantied  to 
his  catholic  majesty  by  the  United  States,  rcservinij  always  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  to  the  subjects  of  the  LTniled  States 
as  well  as  to  the  subject^}  of  his  catholic  majesty,  if  possible,  in  the  full- 
est extent  of  egress  and  ingress,  but,  if  this  can  not  be  obtained,  then 
that  a  port  be  reserved  for  the  delivery  and  sale,  purchsiseand  huliiig, 
of  all  commodities  excepting  such  articles  as  shall  be  particularly 
enumerated. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  tiie  opinion  that  the  ministers  of  these 
United  States  shouhl  be  instrucUMl  and  empowered  to  stipulate  ami 
contract  for  the  delivery  of  masts  for  the  royal  navy  of  Spain,  at  some 
convenient  x>ort  or  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  above  report  being  rciul : 

Ordered^  Thsit  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  the  members 
and  that  it  be  taken  up  on  Thursday  next. 

Resolved^  That  on  Thursday  next  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  take  into  consideration  the  foregoing  report.* 


Fraukliu  to  Paul  Jones. t 

Passv,  FehrHanj24,  1770. 
Dear  Captain:  M.  Alexander  called  here  this  njorning  to  deliver  a 
little  message  to  be  communicated  to  you  from  Jjord  Selkirk.  The  pur- 
port was  that  his  lordship  had  written  an  answer  to  your  letter,  which 
answer,  after  having  been  detained  many  months  in  the  postoflice,  luul 
been  sent  back  to  him.  Tlnit  <as  to  the  pro[H)8ition  of  returning  the 
plate,  if  it  wjw  made  by  order  of  Congress  or  any  public  bod^',  he  would 
accept  of  it,  and  endeavor  to  make  suitable  returns  for  the  favor;  but 
if  by  a  private  person's  generosity,  the  captain's  for  instance,  ho  could 
by  no  means  receive  it.  You  will  now  judge  whether  it  is  worth  while 
to  give  yourself  any  further  trouble  about  that  matter. 
I  am,  with  great  regard,  dear  sir,  etc. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Barbary  Treaty. t 

Fkukuarv  li4,  1779. 
A  letter  of  7th  November,  1778,  from   1>.  Franklin,  A.  Lee,  ami  J, 
Adams,  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  was  read,  indors- 


■  Soo  proceedings  of  Feb.  U7,  1779,  infra. 

t  MSS.  Dop.  of  Slate;  see  as  to  tho  Selkirk  plate,  Franklin  and  Adams  to  Schwoig- 
baiTHor,  Feb.  10,  1779,  supra. 

I  Secret  jonruals,  MSS.  J>cp.  of  Slate;  in  printed  sccri't  journals,  with  verbal  cUaw^^ift^ 
nuder  date  of  Feb.  If),  1779. 
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iiig  copies  of  letters  between  tlieiii  and  tbe  Count  de  Vergennes  relative 
to  a  negotiiilion  with  the  Butbary  SUitcs,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  anibiissador  of  Naples  to  the  connnissiouerS|  informing  them 
that  the  king,  his  master,  1n»  oi>ened  his  ports  to  the  flag  of  the  United 
Stiites  of  America,  and  desiring  at  these  times  when  the  sea  is  covered 
with  the  privateers  of  diderent  luitionn,  and  also  with  x)irateS|  to  know 
the  colors  of  the  flag  and  tlie  form  of  the  sea  papers. 

Ordered^  That  the  [>a[»ers  relative  to  a  negotiation  with  the  States 
of  Barbary  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chosen :  Mr.  GarniichiU5l,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  the  minister  of  Naples  be  referred  to 
the  marine  committee ;  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
forms  of  proper  conunissious,  ship  [tapers,  and  the  likCi  with  the  means 
of  authenticating  them  and  of  notifying  the  same  to  the  several  x)owers 
who  shall  be  disposed  to  open  their  ports  to  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States. 

On  p<i{$sing  the  instruction,  the  yciis  and  nays  being  required  by  IVIr. 
Burke: 


Now  liatiipsliire Mr. 

I  Mr. 

MasBJichiiHoltB  Hay <  Mr. 

^Mr. 

Rhode  IhIuikI <  »,  ' 

Counccticiit 5  ^''** 

>  Mr. 


New  York 


New  Jcrbcy 


PeiiiiHylvHtiia 


Delaware Mr. 

Mr. 

Maryiaiul 


Virginia. 


r  J\ir. 

)  Mr. 

]  Mr. 

I  Mr. 

rMr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

)  Mr. 

I  Mr. 

I  Mr. 

North  Carolina <  Mr. 

<Mr. 

South  Carolina J  j||j;' 

Georgia Mr. 


Whipple No.. 

S.  AdaniH No . . 

(Jorry Aye. 

IIoltcMi No. . 

Kllery  Aye. 

Collins Aye. 

Dyer Aye. 

Koot Aye. 

Jay Aye. 

Ct.  Morriti Aye. 

Floyd Aye. 

Lewis Aye. 

Witherspoon Aye. 

Frolingliiiysun Aye. 

Fell  Aye. 

Clingaii Aye. 

Sliippeii Aye. 

Atlee Aye . 

Searle Aye. 

McKvau Aye. 

Plater No.. 

Paca No. . 

Canuichael No.. 

Henry No. . 

T.  AdaniM No . . 

F.  L.  Ijim) Aye. 

M.  Smith Aye- 

K.  U.  Leo  (excused) 

CirilVni No   . 

Nelson Aye . 

PtMin Ayo. 

Hill No.. 

Burke No.. 

Drayton No.. 

Ilutson No.. 

Langworthy No. 


No. 


No. 


I  Aye. 
I  Aye. 

Aye. 

Aye. 

Aye. 
Aye. 
No. 


Aye. 


No. 

I  No. 
No. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflirmative. 
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Fraukliii  to  Voigeimos.* 

Passy,  February  25j  1779. 

Sib  :  I  received  duly  your  cxcclleiicy'8  iiioHt  ol)li;;iii;;  letter  of  tlie  I7th 
instant.  I  wii«  then  so  ill  with  the  gout  and  u  fever  that  I  could  neither 
write  nor  think  of  anything.  This  necessarily  prevented  my  attending 
at  court  to  present  my  letters  of  credence  on  Tuesday  last,  agreeably 
to  his  majesty's  gnicious  permission;  but  as  the  (it  seems  to  be  going 
off,  I  hope  that  in  two  or  three  days  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  my  respects 
to  your  excellency  at  Versailles. 

I  thank  your  excellency  for  your  kind  notice  of  the  aflairs  of  Captain 
McNeill. 

I  have  ordered  the  Alliance  frigate  to  [>repare  for  returning  immedi- 
ately to  America,  in  order  to  convoy  thither  about  lifteen  sail  of  sliips 
going  from  Nantes.  As  this  ship  is  said  to  be  an  admirable  swift  sailer 
I  mention  her  ns  nn  oi>portunity  by  which  dispatches  may  probably  go 
safely  if  your  excellency  should  think  fit  to  write  by  her. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.  t 

Tassy,  February  25,  1779. 

SiB:  1  thank  your  excellency  for  the  appointment  of  a  frigate  to 
escort  the  ships  from  Nantes  to  the  Isle  of  Aix,  and  tlie  assurances  of 
protection  to  our  vessels  who  nniy  join  the  convoy  there. 

Our  frigate  the  Allia7icej  is  ordered  to  i)re])are  for  returning  immedi- 
ately to  America.  If  your  excellency  sliould  think  lit  to  send  some 
dispatches  by  her  they  nniy  probably  go  safe,  as  slie  is  a  reuiarkably 
swift  sailer. 

I  thank  your  excellency  also  for  your  favorable  dispositions  towsirds 
the  Chevr.  de  Marigni,  expressed  in  the  letter  you  honored  me  with  of 
the  13tli  instiint.  I  have  been  ever  since  severely  handled  by  llie  gout 
and  unable  to  write  or  think  of  business.  But  J  now  hope  I  shall  soon 
be  able  to  pay  my  respects  to  your  excellency  in  ])(5rsun  at  Versailles 
and  congratulate  yon  on  better  news  I'rom  the  West  Indies. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

»  Paris,  Fvbnuiry  li5,  1779. 
Gentlemen;  1  received  the  remarks  of  JMr.  Deanc,  dated  the  llith 
of  October,  1778,  on  my  letter  of  the  Jstof  June,  1778. 
The  banker's  account  proves  what  1  said,  that  mUlions  have  been  ex- 

*  M8S.  Dep.  of  state;  6  Bigelow^s  Frjiukliii,  'Mf5. 

t  MSS.  Dop.  of  8Ute. 

1 1  Sjtarka'  Dip.  Jiov.  Corr,,  54  7. 
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licifhul;  l)iJl  it  ilurs  iidL  pn.vi;  ivlmt  i  wiiiiLi;.!  lu  Imsiili.sfniil  til'  Unit  t 
vnliitioCtliisuxiKJiulitun)  lisui  been  recuivwl  liy  tlio  iigvutHofUoiigross 
liun>|ii>.  NvitlKTllicii'  rc(M.'i|i(8  nor  Uio  bills  oriiidiii^  npi)care<l  iiri»>i 
Ibu  pivjicrs  ho  MX  ut  Pii»(<y.  Ulioii  n  sunt))  ot  ]iii|)cr  Ur.  Ueiuie  bud  It 
uutcH  tliat Hiicli  and  siicb  suitia  were  iiiiiil  in  gcncnil  fur  sudi  aud  stii 
l>iii']>()»c:4.  TliU  was  »  tiiiunier  uf  iWMMMiiiliiii;  C(|iiiiUy  lucrcantilu  ai 
sitisliivtor.v.  U  W)U)  nut  oven  su  i'X|iliuil  tw  tliu  summary  of  tbu  bun 
cr's  account  bo  hna  Hiibjonicd  to  Uio  rciiiiirkH  I  uin  answering.  It  nev 
8[ie<!iliod  tiic  <iii)intity,  and  nut  uflcn  Ibu  iiiiality,  uf  what  the  bin 
wore  paid  for.  It  wits  nut  iiucuini»:iniud  with  accuuuts  and  rcceili 
tvotn  tito  gicrsons  In  wliuai  tbo  aiuiicy  wiw  said  lo  havu  been  paid,  u 
tbo  receipts  of  oai'  a^ual,  tu  whom  (liu  (liingH  aiUHt  bu  sup[K>8<Ml  to  ha 
bcoii  delivered.  It  is  inanifeHt  why  tlmagont,  Mr.  Williams,  did  nt 
and  will  not,  to  tlii!)  nionicat  give  leeeiplS)  speuifying  tbo  quantity  ai 
qiialily  of  what  lie  leeeived  for  tlie  public  uue,  beuaiiiiv  such  recoi[i 
would  make  him  I'espoUHible  to  the  public  Cor  their  cuutunls ;  which  m 
hu  is  not. 

This,  then,  is  distinctly  tho  subject  of  my  complaint,  that  Mr.  Dean 
who  assnined  to  himself  tho  niaii:i(;einentor  tliouo  albitis,  left  them 
such  confusion  Unit  iicithur  was  tliuro  any  usual  or  satisriictoryovidon 
(d'tlie  things  said  lohavubcondotiverod,  nor  wero  thero  any  means  h 
of  Knowing  how  to  settle  tho  accounts  that  remained  un|)itid,  so  as 
do  justice  to  tbo  public.  Tbcro  were  no  books  of  aceonnts — notbii 
but  a  confused  nniss  of  molloy  refuse  papers,  without  unler,  i-efercnc 
or  elTect.  I  do  not,  nor  ever  did,  say  that  Mr.  Deano  has  not  tbo  rvg 
bir  responsible  accunnU)  and  vouchers ;  but  I  said,  and  still  say,  I 
did  not  leave  them  with  us.  rerhaim  tliey  -vio  among  tlioso  lie  infori 
tbo  public  ho  \M}i\ placed  in  in/ety — tlmt  iH,  in  fitter  biuids  than  those 
the  cotninissJoiiers  appuintod  by  GonF;i'e!j!<. 
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wliat  tlicotlicr  coiimiiHHioiiers  received.  Wliat  J  took  for  luy  expenses 
I  gave  sepiinite  aud  distinct  receipts  for.  By  misstating  what  I  say 
of  my  expenses  he  would  induce  Congress  to  suppose  that  I  had  half 
of  that  sum.  This,  too,  is  not  a  fact,  as  my  receipts  will  show.  When 
1  said  that  from  my  experience  I  judged  a  public  minister  could  not 
live  ou  less  than  three  thousand  a  yesir,  I  did  not  mean  that  1  had  actu- 
ally spent  that  sum ;  but  that,  as  the  expenses  of  a  public  minister  must 
be  greater  than  those  of  a  commissioner,  I  could  judge  from  my  expe- 
rieuceof  theexpeuse  of  thelatter  what  must  be  necessary  for  the  former. 
I  had  not  been  a  public  minister,  and  therefore  could  not  si)eak  from 
exiierience  in  that  or  from  any  other  judgment.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


W.  Leo  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  AfTairs.t 

Frankfort,  February  25, 1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  with  this  a  fourth 
copy  of  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  arranged,  as  you  will  see,  between  M.  John 
de  Neufvilleon  the  part  of  the  pensionary  and  burgomasters  of  Amster- 
dam, aud  myself  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America.  This 
plan,  I  presume,  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Congress;  aud  if  it 
can  be  carried  through  iu  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Seveu  United 
suites  of  The  Netherlands,  America  can  not  have  any  just  ground  for 
complaint.  If  any  further  steps  are  taken  by  }ou  iu  this  business,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  authorize  some  person  to  com])lete  it  iu  your  name, 
who  must  sulvance  it  willL  the  States-General  as  he  finds  the  temper 
of  the  times  and  politics;  for  it  is  to  be  observed  that  by  their  con- 
stitution, in  all  cases  of  treaties,  new  alliances,  peace,  or  war,  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  all  the  sf^'vtes  is  requisite.  However,  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  1  inform  you  that  in  conseipience  of  the  negotiation  with  Amster- 
dam and  the  corres[>ondence  I  have  since  kei)t  up  witU  the  parties, 
that  city  (by  far  the  most  important  uuMuber  of  their  union)  hsis  with 
infinite  lirmness  and  resolution  opposed  all  the  intrigues  of  Great 
Britain,  countenanced  as  it  is  said  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  involve 
the  republic  iu  a  war  against  France,  and  conse<]nent1y  against  America. 

The  eflorts  of  Amsterdam  have  at  last  ])re  vailed  on  the  States-General 
to  come  to  a  resolution  Isitely  much  in  our  favor;  that  is,  that  they  in- 
sist on  Great  Britain's  strictly  adhering  to  the  treaty  of  1(>74,  whereby 


•  Mr.  Leo  wrote  »  very  long  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  Feb. 
10,  vindicating  liiinHelf  ugainHt  Btatoniouts  of  SihM  Doano.  Tliiu  letter,  Honiowhat 
altered,  was  published  under  the  title  of  *'  Extracts  from  a  letter  written  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  Congress  by  the  honorable  Arthur  Lee  in  answer  to  a  libel  publiMliod  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  thor)th  of  December,  1778,  by  Silas  Doane,  in  which  every 
charge  or  insinuation  against  him  iu  that  libel  is  fully  aud  clearly  refuted.  Philadel- 
phia, 1780.''    See  also  Sihis  Deane  in  France,  151,  (T. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  025,  with  verbal  cUiU\*^^^% 
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the  Dutch  comnierco  is  allowed  to  be  entirely  free ;  and  if  Great  Britain 
will  not  accede  to  tliis,  they  will  convoy  tlieir  trade  with  sbips  of  war 
and  repel  force  by  force.  They  are  accordingly  making  a  very  respect- 
able addition  to  their  navy,  the  care  of  which  Amsterdam  has  taken  ou 
herself. 

With  respect  to  Germany,  our  aflairs  seem  to  wear  a  more  promising 
aspect  than  they  have  done  for  some  time  past.  Letters  of  good  au- 
thority from  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Breslau,  the  present  residence  of  the 
King  of  PrusHia,  speak  with  confidence  of  the  terms  of  peace  being  fully 
settled  between  the  House  of  Austria  and  Prussia  under  the  mediation 
of  France  and  lUissia,  that  of  Great  Britain  being  equally  slighted  by 
both  parties.  There  has  been  above  ten  thousand  men  raised  iu  this 
country,  nnder  the  title  of  free  corps,  for  the  two  contending  powers, 
all  of  whom  will  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  the  peace  is  signed,  and  will 
be  ready  to  cuter  into  any  service  that  will  pay  them.  It  will  require 
infinite  siddress,  industry,  and  management  to  prevent  Great  Britain 
from  gaining  advantage  from  this  circumstance,  which  will  no  doubt  be 
attempted  by  tlieir  agent,  General  Faucet,  who  is  now  in  this  country, 
endeavoring  to  buy  more  human  iiesh  to  s^icrifice  to  the  demon  of 
tyranny  in  America.  To  this  object  I  shall  apply  at  ))reseut  my  prin- 
cipal attention,  at  the  same  time  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  favorable  opening 
for  us  that  appears  at  either. 

I  think  it  most  probable  that  one  or  both  of  those  courts  will  begin  a 
negotiation  with  us  in  a  very  little  space  of  time  after  the  peace  be- 
tween them  is  finally  settled.  Uowever,  for  the  present  the  King  of 
Prussia  has  ibrmally  engaged,  by  a  letter  from  his  minister,  who  writes 
in  the  king^s  nnine,  the  17th  of  this  instant  (February),  ^'  that  the  mer- 
chants of  North  America  who  should  come  with  their  merchant  vessels 
into  the  ports  of  his  majesty  to  trade  there  in  merchandise  that  is  not 
prohibited  should  have  full  liberty,  and  should  be  received  in  all  re- 
spects as  the  merchants  of  other  countries."  This  looks  to  me  as  if 
they  begin  to  wish  for  the  trade  to  be  commenced  between  America  and 
the  Prussian  dominions,  but  the  European  merchants,  and  especially 
those  who  are  not  accustomed  to  a  foreign  commerce,  which  is  almost 
universally  the  case  with  the  merchants  in  the  Prussian  dominions,  are 
cautious,  and  do  not  care  to  venture  hastily  in  a  trade  which  they  do  not 
understand.  A  vessel  or  two  from  America,  arriving  in  the  port  of 
Embden,  would  convince  the  Prussian  nuTchants  more  of  the  practica- 
bility of  this  commerce  than  a  volume  of  the  most  demonstrative  reason- 
ing that  ever  was  written.  You  will  judge  then  of  the  propriety  of 
encouraging  the  American  merchants  to  undertake  a  trial  of  this  com- 
merce. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  esq.,  of  New 
Jersey,  who  has  been  with  me  some  months  in  the  capacity  of  secre- 
tary to  the  commission  at  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berliuj  fo^*  >yhicU 
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purpose  lie  left  Loudon  in  May  last,  where  ho  hiul  bceu  some  years 
pursuiuj?  the  study  of  the  law.  He  now  returns  to  his  country,  because 
we  do  not  see  clearly  how  the  expense  of  a  secretary  is  to  be  supported, 
since  the  American  commissioners  at  the  Court  of  Versailles  have  lately 
demurred  at  paying  my  draft  on  them  for  my  expenses,  conformable  to 
the  resolve  of  Congress;  and  though  they  have  allowed  me  some 
money,  I  am  given  to  understand  that  it  is  the  last  I  am  to  ex[)ect  from 
them;  therefore,  if  you  should  agree  in  opinion  with  most  others  on 
the  propriety  of  keeping  up  the  commissions  in  Germany,  it  will  be 
quite  necessary  to  establish  some  sure  funds  to  support  the  expense. 
Mr.  Stockton  hsis  received  from  me  3,732  livres  for  his  expenses,  and  I 
am  obliged  to  refer  him  to  Congress  for  such  further  consideration  as 
they  may  judge  he  deserves,  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  make  him 
that  compensation  for  his  services  to  the  public  which  I  think  him  en- 
titled to.  However,  justice  calls  upon  me  to  ssiy  that  he  merits  con- 
sideration and  esteem  for  his  zeal  and  readinf^ss  to  serve  his  country 
whenever  it  was  in  his  power,  and  therefore  I  am  sure  Congress  will 
render  him  ample  retribution. 

To  Mr.  Stockton  I  refer  you  for  further  information  relative  to  the 
general  state  of  political  aifairs  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  and  expect- 
ing shortly  another  opportunity,  I  shall  write  again,  when  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  you  very  pleasing  accounts  of  the  progress  of  my  negotia- 
tions in  this  country.  1  have  not  received  any  letter  or  intelligence 
from  you  of  a  later  date  than  May  last,  therefore  I  have  nothing  to 
reply. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Lke. 


Franklin  to  Patrick  Henry.* 

Tassy,  February  2G,  1779. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  letter  of  March 
3,  1778,  by  Captain  Leinairo,  acquainting  me  that  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia has  desired  Mr.  Wiiliani  Lee,  your  agent,  to  procure  a  quantity 
of  arms  and  militiiry  stores,  and  requesting  me  to  assist  him  with  my 
influence  in  obtaining  them  on  credit. 

Being  glad  of  any  opportunity  of  serving  Virginia,  and  showing  my 
regard  to  the  request  of  a  person  whom  1  so  liighl}'  esteem,  and  Mr. 
Willijvm  Lee  being  absent,  1  found  immediately  three  different  mer- 
chants here,  men  of  fortune,  who  were  each  of  them  willing  to  under- 
take furnishing  the  whole,  and  giving  the  credit  desired.  But,  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee  being  understood  to  have  taken  the  management  of  the 
afiair  into  his  own  hands,  one  of  the  three  soon  alter  refused  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  it;  a  second,  whose  letter  to  me  I  enclose,  appre- 
hending difficulties  from  Mr.  Lee's  temper,  required  my  name  and  Mr. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  G  Jiigelow's  Franklin,  Ml, 
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Adams'  to  the  agrocmeiit,  which  ho  supi>o8CS  Mr.  Leo  did  not  like,  as 
his  olTer  was  not  accopted.  1  kuow  not  why  the  ofTor  of  the  third  was 
not  taken.     I  was  afterwards  not  at  all  consulted  in  the  business. 

Poor  Leiuairo  was  sent  about  Gernhiny  to  find  goods  and  credit, 
which  consumed  a  great  deal  of  time  to  little  purpose.  Several  of  the 
manufacturers  wrote  to  mo  that  they  would  furnish  him  on  my  promise 
of  payment.  I  reierred  them  to  Mr.  Lee.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Lee  and 
ho  difl'ered  about  his  expenses.  He  complained  frequently  to  me  of 
Mr.  Lee's  not  supplying  him  with  necessary  subsistence,  and  treating 
him  with  great  haughtiness  and  insolence.  I  thought  him  really  atten- 
tive to  his  duty  and  not  well  used,  but  I  avoided  meddling  with  his 
affairs,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  being  engage<l  in  quarrels  myself.  Mr.  Lee, 
in  flne,  contracted  with  Messrs.  Ponet  and  Dacosta  to  supply  a  great 
l>art  of  tlio  goods.  They,  too,  have  differed,  and  I  have  several  letters 
of  complaints  from  those  gentlemen,  but  I  cau  not  remedy  them,  for  I 
can  not  change  Mr.  Lee's  temper. 

They  have  offered  to  send  the  things  you  want,  which  he  has  refused, 
on  my  account ;  but,  not  knowing  whether  he  has  not  provided  them 
elsewhere,  or  in  what  light  he  may  look  upon  my  concerning  myself 
with  what  he  takes  to  be  his  business,  I  dare  not  meddle,  being  charged 
by  the  Congress  to  endeavor  at  maintaining  a  good  understanding  with 
their  other  servants,  which  is,  indeed,  a  hard  task  with  some  of  them. 
I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  at  length  be  provided  with  what  you 
want,  which  I  think  you  might  have  been  long  since  if  the  affair  had 
not  been  in  hands  which  men  of  honor  and  candor  here  are  generally 
averse  to  dealing  with,  as  not  caring  to  hazard  quarrels  and  abuses  in 
the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Our  public  affairs  at  this  court  continue  to  go  on  well.  Peace  is  soon 
expected  in  Germany,  and  we  hope  Spain  is  now  near  declaring  against 
our  enemies. 

I  have,  etc., 

B.  FUANKLIN. 


FroceedingB  of  Congress  as  to  conditious  of  pacification,  and  particularly  as 

to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[Coutiuuatiou  of  proceedings  of  Fobnuiry  2:J,  177U,  supra.] 

Saturday  Fcbrnary  27,  1770. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  tho  letters  from  A.  Lee  and  tiie  com- 
munications of  the  minister  of  France,  and  after  some  time  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  consideration  the  report  referred  to  them  and  have 


M2SS.  secret  jouruals  of  CougrosH,  coinpuring  printed  report  of  saiue. 
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iihmIo  Roino  i)roj:^rei^8,  Imt  not  1isiviii|<:  <*.oiiid  to  a  <MHicliiHioii  doKiro  loavo 
to  Rit  again. 

Ijcav©  granted. 

On  Monday  Cougn'sa  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  tlie  whole  on 
the  above  report,  and  on  Thursday  resumed  the  same  subject  in  com- 
mittee; on  tlie  lOtli,  11th,  15th,  and  10th  of  March  the  same.* 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Passy,  February  27, 1779. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Ihe  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  on  the  21st  of  this  month.  This  testimony  from  your 
excelleucy  of  those  indulgent  sentiments  with  which  his  majesty  is 
plesised  to  honor  my  sincere  intentions  can  not  fail  to  be  preserved  by 
me  and  my  posterity  as  a  most  precious  monument;  and  what  is  of  in- 
finitely more  importance,  it  can  not  fail  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  my 
country  to  find  that  a  servant  of  theirs,  who  has  been  honored  with  no 
small  share  of  their  confidence  in  the  most  dangerous  of  times  and 
most  critical  circumstances,  has  been  so  happy  as  not  to  forfeit  the  con- 
fidence of  their  illustrious  ally. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JonN  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay,  President  of  Congress.! 

Passy,  February  27,  1779. 

Sir:  By  the  new  arrangement  which  was  brought  by  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fa3'ette  I  find  myself  restored  to  the  character  of  a  ])rivate  citizen. 

The  appointment  of  a  single  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles  was 
not  unexpected  to  me,  because  1  had  not  been  two  niontlis  in  Europe 
before  I  was  convinced  of  the  policy,  and  indeed  of  the  necessity,  of 
such  a  measure.  But  1  ever  entertained  hopes  that  when  the  news  of 
such  an  alteration  should  arrive  the  path  of  my  own  duty  would  have 
heen  made  plain  to  me  by  the  directions  of  Congress,  either  to  return 
home  or  go  elsewhere.  But  as  no  inform«ntion  we  have  received  from 
Congress  has  expressed  their  intentions  concerning  me,  1  am  obliged 
to  collect  tlieqi  by  implication,  according  to  the  best  of  m^'  understand- 
ing; Jind  as  the  election  of  the  new  minister  plenipotentiary  was  on  the 
14th  of  September,  and  the  Alliance  sailed  from  Boston  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, and  in  this  space  of  four  months  no  notice  appears  to  have  been 
taken  of  me,  I  think  the  only  inference  that  can  be  made  is,  that  Con- 
gress have  no  further  service  for  me  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  that 


•  For  fnrthor  procccdinga  flco  iw/ni,  March  17,  1779. 

1 2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  571)";  7  John  Adams'  Works,  80. 

1 2 Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  580,  with  verbal  changes;  7  John  Adaraa*  \Vot\LB,  ^^. 
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all  my  <liilUvs  nio  oti  tlie  otlior.  1  linvo  iicc(>rdii)gly  given  notice  to  li 
excellency  M.  <1o  Siirtiue,  an*!  (o  his  Kxcullciicy  tlifl  miiimtcr  plcni]) 
tttiitiiMy  '<i)>^  of  '".V  intenUons  to  rcliini,  wliicli  I  aiiall  do  by  tliu  lir 
frigiito  Uiat  sails  for  niiy  part  of  tlie  United  Stntcn,  nnlosa  I  should  r 
ceivo  counter  orders  in  the  mean  time.  In  a  niutt«r  of  bo  macli  nncc 
tiiiiity  I  iKipn  I  »li!dl  not  incnr  tbe  disnpprobiition  of  Congress  even 
]  sliould  not  Jiidgo  arigbt  of  tlieir  intcntioiia,  wliicb  it  is  my  desire  : 
well  ns  my  duty  to  observe  as  far  as  I  can  know  tliem, 

Uy  tlie  papers  enclosed  with  this  Uongreaa  will  perecive  the  disco 
tented  and  tumnltnons  state  of  the  tliree  kingdoms  of  England,  Set 
land,  and  Ireland,  which  is  so  great  ami  so  rapidly  increasing,  that  tl 
United  States  will  have  little  to  fear  from  rc-enforcement«  of  their  en 
mies  the  ensuing  campaign.  All  tlicir  forces  wilt  lie  necei^sary  to  kei 
in  order  their  own  riotous  ^wpnlaee  and  to  replace  tlioao  which  a 
diuly  consuming  in  the  West  Iiidion.  There  is,  however,  no  prospe 
of  their  eracnating  either  Now  York  or  Ubo<le  Island.  The  possessit 
of  those  places  ia  so  in(Ies))ensable  for  the  preservation  of  their  We 
India  and  other  trailo,  as  well  as  of  their  other  dominions  in  Americ 
that  nothing  Imt  the  last  necessity  will  induce  tlioni  to  give  them  up 

The  greatest  source  of  danger  and  nidiappiiicas  to  the  StiUes,  the 
probably  will  be  a  dcprecinting  enrrcmiy.  The  jirospect  of  a  tuau 
Euro|M3,  after  every  measure  that  has  Iwen  or  conld  bo  taken,  I  thli 
it  my  duty  to  say  frankly  to  Congress,  ik  very  un[>romi8ing.  The  ciuisi 
of  this  are  very  obvious,  and  can  nut  bo  icniovcd;  the  sttite  of  oi 
country  itself  and  the  eoui-seof  exchange  would  be  snfUeient  to  di 
courage  such  a  loan  if  there  were  no  other  obstruction,  but  there  a 
many  others.  Theiv  are  mure  borrowers  in  I''nropo  than  lenders;  ai 
the  British  loan  itself  will  not  bo  made  this  year  at  a  less  interest  thu 
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Sartiue  to  Johu  Adams.* 

Vkiisah.lks,  le  28,  Ferricr  1779. 

J'ai  re(u,  Monsieur,  la  Icttre  quo  vouh  in'ave/.  fait  riioiiiieur  de 
ni'6criref  le  16  do  co  uiois,  pour  mo  prevenir  quo  vous  Gtes  daus  I'intou- 
tion  de  retournor  i\  FAiDorique,  et  que  vous  desirez  y  passer  sur  uti 
bfitimeut  du  roi.  J'ai  lieu  do  croire  que  lorsquo  vous  avez  forino  cette 
demaiide,  vous  u'aviez  pas  conuoissauce  des  ordres  ciui  out  (Ue  donnas 
au  capitaiiie  do  la  fr6gi\tQ  P  Alliance  apparteuatit  aux  EtatsUuis,  de 
faire  ses  dispositions  pour  luettro  s\  la  voile  iucessauieut.  (Joinnie  ce 
batiment  a  uno  inarclie  suporieuro,  j'ai  d'autant  plus  lieu  docioire,  que 
vous  vous  d6tcrmiiierez  h  proliter  de  cot  to  occasion,  qu'iln'ost  pas  pos- 
sible de  vous  indiquer  Tepoquo  oii  le  roi  pourra  eu  faire  expddier  au 
pour  quelque  des  I^^bats-Unis. 
J'ai  I'houueur  d'etre,  etc., 

De  Sartine. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay,  President  of  Congress,  t 

Passy,  March  1,  1779. 

Sib:  My  last  letter  to  Congress  was  on  the  27th  of  last  mouth,  since 
which  an  account  of  the  new  loan  is  leccived  from  London ;  and  as  this 
may  perhaps  alloiil  to  Congress  the  clearest  proof  of  the  weakness  of 
their  enemies,  it  is  of  importunce  that  it  should  bo  transmitted  to  them. 
Some  accounts  Siiy  that  the  loan  is  to  bo  seven  millions,  others  eight. 
The  conditions  of  the  loan  are,  in  general,  the  established  interest  of 
three  per  cent.,  an  annuity  for  three  and  three  quarters  per  cent,  for 
twenty-nine  years,  and  seven  lottery  tickets  for  every  thousand  pounds. 

In  one  account  the  advantages  are  thus  stated  : 

100  3perceut .1 £01  00  00 

£3  15».  auiinity  for  twciity-iiiiic  years,  at  t\v(5lvo  ycaiV  piircIiaMo 45  00  00 

Two-fiftba  of  a  yoar'rt  intcront  aiidaiiuiiity  gaiiUMl  liy  l)otli  l)u;;iiiiiiiig  froiii 
the  5th  of  January,  although  the  nioucy  is  paid  iiioutlily  and  not  ended 

until  Decenibor 2  14  00 

£3  premium  of  Hoveu  lottery  ticlccts  for  cacli  £1,000  gives  for  each  hun- 
dred        2    2  00 

For  each  £100  paid,  there  is  received 110  10  00 

This  statement  for  the  first  year  is  pretty  accurate.  Another  account 
makes  it  ten  and  one-quarter  per  cent,  for  the  first  year.  The  subse- 
quent years  however,  it  will  not  be  so  much.  Yet  for  all  the  subsecpient 
years,  during  the  term  of  the  annuity,  it  will  be  six  and  three-quarters 
per  cent.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  gencrall}'  looked  upon  as  good  as  seven 
and  one-half  ))er  cent.  In  a  country  where  the  highest  interest  that  is 
tolerated  by  the  standing  laws  is  five  per  cent,  this  is  a  terrible  sym])tom. 

•  7  John  Adani.s'  Works,  Sf^. 

\2Spark8'lJip.  Rev.  Corr.,  5-2,  with  oniiBsiona. 


Wiiilu  tLis  xystcri)  liiut  atiy  credit  ninoiig  tlio  iiimicy  liMiilerR  in  Ut 
lutid,  Switzerliiriil,  QflDovn,  otc,  Congress  will  porceivo  tliDt  tliero 
little  lii)|i«  of  itrociirinf;  n  pr'ivntc  loan  for  tlio  ITiiitctl  Stntcs  rmm  ai 
of  tiioRo  pliicen.  Wbether  any  miiy  bo  procured  from  nny  etalR 
prince  time  inrint  discover.  I  confess  1  Lave  no  very  sangDitio  Iio|h 
1  biive  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Duma*  to  the  Committee  of  Foielcn  Aftiin.* 

TnK  Haouk,  March  1, 1779. 

Gentlkmrn  :  I  have  nothing  to  ailit  to  tlie  uxtrncts  here  annexe 
except  to  i)rc.i»  anew  tbc  necessity  there  is  that  the  moot  honorable  Oo 
grcss  send  me  n  coiinuissiou  in  all  its  forms  of  charge  d'alTaircN  ai 
at^eiit  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  United  l*rorii)ce.H  of  t1 
Iiow  ConntriCH,  with  )iowcr  to  manage  and  watcli  over  their  politic 
JiiterestH  and  those  of  the  navigation  and  coninicrco  of  the  Anicric! 
Lrnioii,na  well  rieai- their  high  niigbtincBses  the  Stales-Ceneral  of  tl 
United  Provinces  of  the  IjOw  Oountries,  now  and  at  all  times  wbi 
opportunity  sliiill  he  prcnunted,  as  near  each  province,  city,  and  in( 
vidual  of  this  ropnblie. 

The  opposition  lornicd,  sustained,  and  consolidated  against  the  one 
nions  iiilhience  wbieh  your  enemies  had  over  this  republic  is  the  woi 
of  three  persons,  of  whom  I  have  the  honor  in  my  sj)ht-re  U)  l)e  one. 

With  orders  and  powers  more  ))rcciRe  on  the  partof  Uongrcss  Ishou 
liave  been  able  to  contract  long  since  with  merchants  of  this  (^iiiiti 
for  usofnl  expeditions,  and  lo  dcrcatdivcrs  adventurers  and  intricne 
who,  falsely  boasting  of  full  powers  and  of  crcdentiiils  which  they  ha' 
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Franklin  to  Sartiiie.* 

Passy,  March  2,  1775). 

Sir:  The  orders  which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  inform 
me  (iu  your  letter  of  the  13tli  of  January  last)  were  sent  to  all  the  ports 
for  receiving  into  his  majesty^s  prisons  the  English  prisoners  brought 
in  by  our  cruisers  have  not,  it  seems,  arrived  at  Brest.  For  I  have 
just  received  a  letter  from  M.  Schweighauser,of  Nantes,  who  has  the 
care  of  the  ])risoners  taken  in  the  Drake  by  Captain  Jones,  and  which 
were  put  into  the  brigantine  VatiencCy  lying  in  l>rest  road,  that  the  said 
prisoners  are  still  in  the  same  sufl'ering  situation  of  which  he  had  the 
boDor  of  informing  your  excellency  by  his  letter  of  the  lOtli  of  October 
last.  I  therefore  beg  your  exc<^llency  would  favor  me  with  a  renewal 
of  your  orders  to  the  proper  ollicers  at  Brest  to  receive  those  prisoners 
and  keep  them  on  shore  till  they  shall  bo  exchanged,  allowing  them  the 
same  i)rovisions  as  are  allowed  to  other  English  prisoners,  the  expense 
of  which  will  be  paid  by  the  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respe(*.t,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Izard  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Paris.  March  4,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  1  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  28th  of 
January,  and  have  since  received  your  letter  of  the  28tli  of  October, 
informing  me  of  the  appointment  of  J)r.  Franklin  to  be  nn'nister  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  France,  and  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  The  respect  which  J  owe  to  the 
representatives  of  m3'  country  in  Congress  would  make  me  follow  any 
ailvice  which  I  might  receive  from  them.  I  am  most  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  cultivation  of  harmony  and  good  un<lerstanding  between  the 
ministers,  commissioners,  and  representatives  of  Congress  is  necessary 
for  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  J  have  acted  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power  iu  conformity  to  that  opinion. 

Congress  will  be  enabled  to  Judge  how  far  their  other  servants  have 
done  so  from  the  papers  which  have  already  been  an<l  will  be  lai<l 
before  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat  again  the  high  sense  I  have  of  the  honor  that 
Congress  did  me  in  appointing  me  on<'  of  their  representatives  in  Europe, 
an<l  to  request  that  yon  will  be  so  good  fis  to  obtain  their  leave  for  me 
to  return  to  America,  as  1  see  no  prospect  of  my  having  it  in  my  jwwer 
to  render  them  any  service  in  this  jiart  of  the  worhl. 

•  MSS.  Dei>.  of  State. 

♦  MSS.  Dep.ofSLatP,  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Uov.  Coir., 702. 


J     1 1  «»1 1 


iiwi    Liio    iitMivn  in    icc-ri  V  III  if  yours  OI  I 


r> 


until  the  I'Jtli  oC  Fehruary.     Tlio  two  i)ie.C(\s  it  enc 
\]i\  I  suppose  it  is  oxpiMjted  I  should  answer;  and 
l)ly  by  the  next  opportunity.     [In  tho  mean  time  I  c 
/ 1  bave  BufUcieiit  evidoiico  U>  abow  tbe  ovasiou  and  i 
Dgtbey  contain.]  t 

^  it  will  not  be  ex|>ccted  of  me  to  continue  answering 
Mr.  Deane.  If  be  produces  any  evidence  to  support 
)y  may  be  wortb  attention,  but  it  is  an  endless  as  we 
unbecoming  business  to  be  refuting  all  that  suci 
of  inventing. 

5  IStli  of  February  I  receivo<l  from  Dr.  Franklin  a  cc 
n  of  Congress  appointing  bini  minister  plenipotenti: 
Versnilles,  accompanied  with  an,  assurance  tliat  tbe  : 
ress  recommending  harmony  and  contidence  among 
rs  was  agreeable  to  biin.l  I  returned  an  assurance  < 
being  the  same.  The  next  day  I  received  a  letter  : 
$0  the  ISth,  and  demanding  of  me  the  immediate  d 
ublic  papers  in  my  possession.  I  replied  that,  as  tl 
y;  to  the  late  cominissionerH  were  or  ought  to  be  vo 
tt  trausivctions,  they  should  be  e<]ually  accessible  to 
Mr.  Deane,  by  his  own  confession,  luul  taken  and  s* 
M  that  he  chose,  that  most  of  what  renuiined  were  li 
's)  possession,  and  of  the  very  few  that)  were  in  mim 
re  duplicates,  and  the  remainder  necessary  for  m^ 
Ir.  De<ane's  accusation.  But,  however,  I  was  in  the  j 
ess  whether  I  ought  to  give  them  ud.  and  should  n 
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cotnmi88i()uer8,  without  showiug  ii8  uiiy  authority  ibr  8o  doing  or  any 
revocation  of  our  joint  couiuiission.  To  this  we  submitted  without  the 
least  question,  supposing  it  probable  tiiat  such  w^ks  the  intention  of 
Congress,  and  believing  that  any  dispute  about  it  would  destroy  all 
possibility  of  harmony,  and  do  more  injury  to  the  public  than  any 
possible  good  that  could  be  derived  from  the  content. 

It  is  supposed  that  peace  is  certain  in  Germany,  and  it  hsis  beeu  pro- 
cured chiefly  by  the  mediation  of  this  court. 

Our  enemies  have  derived  considerable  credit  from  their  late  success 
in  the  West  Indies  and  their  superiority  there,  which  give  expectation 
of  much  greater.  This  has  happened  in  a  favorable  moment  for  effect- 
ing their  loan  with  great  facility  and  success.  The  consequence  will  be 
their  carrying  ou  the  war  with  new  vigor;  and  you  must  therefore  pre- 
pare for  another,  <'ind  perhaps  another,  campaign.  With  regard  to  the 
rest  of  Europe,  it  remains  as  when  I  wrote  you  hist. 

It  is  probable  that  the  establishment  of  peace  in  Germany  will  pro- 
duce some  movements  among  them.  But  at  present  it  is  not  possible 
to  say  with  precision  what  they  will  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  March  9, 1779. 
Sir  :  It  is  with  gre^it  reluctance  that  I  give  your  excellency  any  further 
troubles  on  the  subject  of  a  loan  of  money  ;  but  the  bearer,  Mr.  Grand, 
who  is  much  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  manner  of  such 
operations  than  I  am,  being  of  opinion  that  the  sum  we  want  might, 
with  your  permission  and  countenance,  be  procured  in  France,  I  beg 
you  would  be  so  gooi  as  to  hear  him  upon  the  subject  both  of  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  such  a  loan  and  of  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing it 

I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin's  Circular  respecting  Captain  Cook.t 

Tassv,  J/arr/i  10,1779. 

To  all  captains  and  commanders  of  armed  ships  actin(j  by  commissionjrom 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  now  at  war  with  Great 
Britain: 

Gentlemen:  A  ship  having  been  fitted  out  from  England  before  the 
commencement  of  this  war  to  make  discoveries  of  new  countries  in 
unknown  seas,  under  the  conduct  of  that  most  celebrated  navigator 


•  MSS.  Oep.of  State;  0  Bigolow's  Franklin, iUU. 
t  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  GO. 
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Captain  Cook — an  nndertakln^  truly  Isiudablo  in  itself,  sir  the  incroaso 
of  geographical  knowledge  fnicilitates  the  commuuicatiou  between  din- 
tant  nationH  in  the  exchange  of  uRefnl  products  and  manufactures  an<l 
the  extension  of  arts,  whereby  the  common  enjoyments  of  human  life 
are  multiplied  an<l  augmented  and  science  of  other  kinds  iucrease<l,  to 
the  benefit  of  mankind  in  general ; 

This  is  therefore  most  earnestly  to  recommend  to  every  one  of  j^ou 
that,  in  ciise  the  said  ship,  which  is  now  expecte<l  to  be  soon  in  tho 
Europeai\  seas  on  her  return,  should  happen  to  fall  into  3'our  hands 
Tou  would  not  consider  her  as  an  enemy,  nor  sufl*er  any  plunder  to  be 
made  of  the  efiects  contained  in  her,  nor  obstruct  her  immediate  return 
to  England,  by  detaining  her  or  sending  her  into  any  other  part  of 
Europe  or  America,  but  that  you  would  treat  the  said  Captain  Cook  and 
his  people  with  all  civility  and  kindness,  aftbrding  them,  as  common 
friends  to  mankind,  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  which  they  may 
happen  to  stand  in  need  of.  In  so  doing  you  will  not  only  gratify  the 
generosity  of  your  own  dispositions,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  your 
obtaining  the  approbation  of  Congress  and  of  your  own  American 
owners. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin, 
Minister  Plenipotefiiiary 
from  the  Con//ress  of  (he  United  i^tates  to  the  Court  of  France. 


FrankUii  to  Arthur  Lee.* 

Passy,  March  13,  1779. 

Sir:  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout,  with  too  much  business  at  the  same 
time  necessary  to  be  done,  hivs  prevented  till  now  my  answering  yours 
of  the  21st  past. 

1  did  not  imagine  there  would  bo  any  dillerence  of  sentiment  between 
us  concerning  the  propriety  of  returning  U>  nie  the  papers  which  you 
have  at  various  times  Uiken  from  this  house.  Where  several  persons 
joined  in  the  same  commission  are  to  act  upon  papers  it  seems  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  lodged  in  one  phice,  where  all  the  parties  may 
be  sure  of  finding  them,  and  under  the  care  of  one  person,  who  should 
be  accountable  for  them  ;  and  if  there  were  not  some  particular  reasons 
to  iniiuence  another  choice,  I  should  su])pose  the  person  first  named  in 
the  (Commission  might,  with  great  propriety,  take  charge  of  them.  I  am 
sure  that  if  you  had  been  that  person  I  should  have  made  no  objection 
to  it.  Mr.  Adams  having  a  room  more  convenient  and  more  private 
than  mine,  and  in  which  he  lodged,  I  approved  of  his  keeping  the 
papers.     He  has  voluntarily  returned  me  all  that  he  had  without  ask- 


MSS.  Dop.  of  state ;  I  Sparka',  Dip.  Kev.  Coir.,  5al ;  G  BigoIow*8  Fraukliii,  32G. 
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iiig,  and  I  thoiijxlit  suskiiig  wa^  only  nc(;e88ary  to  obtain  the  rest  from 
yon  j  for  the  wbole  bn»ine8s,  wliicli  before  was  transacted  by  ns  jointly 
being  now  devolved  on  me,  and  as  there  mnst  be  freqnent  occasion  to 
look  back  on  letters  received,  niemoriiils  delivered,  and  accounts  given 
in,  contracts  miule,  etc.,  which,  if  [  can  not  have  the  opportunity  of 
doing,  I  must  be  frequently  at  a  loss  in  future  transactions,  I  did  not 
imagine  I  should  have  any  difficnlty  in  obtaining  them,  nor  had  I  the 
lesist  idea  that  my  asking  for  them  would  occasion  any  dispute. 

I  suppose  that  the  papers  Mr.  Deane  mentions  to  have  taken  and 
secureil  were  those  only  that  related  to  his  separate  commercial  trans- 
actions for  the  public  before  his  appointment  with  us  in  the  political 
commission.  If  he  took  away  any  of  the  jiapers  we  were  jointly  con- 
cerned in  I  conceive  ho  was  wrong  in  doing  so,  and  that  his  doing 
wrong  would  not  justify  the  rest  of  us  in  following  his  example.  I 
can  have  no  desire  to  dei)rive  you  of  any  paper  that  may  be  of  use 
to  you  in  answering  Mr.  Deanc's  iiccusations,  having  no  concern  in 
them,  nor  interest  in  supporting  them.  On  the  contrary,  if  any  papers 
remaining  in  my  hands  can  be  of  such  use  to  you,  you  are  welcome  to 
have  authenticated  copies  of  them  (which  shall,  on  re<]uest,  be  made 
out  for  you),  ivs  well  as  of  any  others  **  evidencing  our  joint  transac- 
tions" which  you  nniy  desire.  On  the  whole,  it  sevms  to  lue  that  this 
matter  nniy  bo  reasonably  settled  by  your  keoi)ing,  if  you  please,  all 
those  originals  of  which  there  are  duplicates  at  Tassy,  retaining  for  a 
time  such  of  the  rest  as  you  desire  to  copy,  which  copies,  being  com- 
pared by  us  with  the  originals,  may  be  jiutlienticated  by  our  joint  sig- 
natures, and  returning  immediately  all  the  others  docketed  and  cata- 
logued as  you  i»lease,  so  as  that  you  muy  know  what  and  where  they 
are,  and  call  for  a  copy  of  any  of  them  you  may  hereafter  have  occasion 
for,  which  shall  always  be  given  you.  If  these  propositions  are  agreed 
to  the  atfair  may  soon  be  settled  ;  if  not,  1  must  wait  the  orders  of  Con- 
gress, and  in  the  mean  time  do  iis  well  as  1  can  with  their  business, 
which  I  think  must  often  suller  by  iny  want  of  the  knowledge  these 
papers  might  occasionally  furnish  mo  with.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J}.  FUANKLIN. 


FrankUn  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Passv,  March  1.^,1779. 

SiB:  Finding  by  a  note  of  yours  on  the  back  of  Mr.  Williams' accounts 
dated  October  G,  but  which  1  Jiever  saw  till  lately  by  accident,  express- 
ing that  you  are  "perfectly  satislied,  from  his  own  accounts,  that  Mr. 
Williams  has, now,  and  has  long  had,  in  his  hands  upwards  of  100,UnO 


•  S<)«  Franklin  to  A.  Leo,   M:ir.  *27,  177l>. 
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livres  belonging  to  the  pnblic  which  have  not  been  employed  in  the 
public  use,"  etc.,  I  have  resolved  to  have  those  accounts  carefully  ex- 
amined by  impartial  persons  skilled  in  such  business;  and  if  youliave 
any  other  objection  to  them  thau  what  appciirs  in  your  note,  or  any 
other  reasons  than  what  appears  upon  the  face  of  his  accounts,  for  be- 
lieving such  a  sum  in  Mr.  Williams^s  hands,  I  beg  you  will  furnish  me 
with  them,  that  I  may  communicate  them  to  the  examiners.  I  wish 
justice  to  be  done,  and  that  you  had  shown  your  note  either  to  Mr. 
Adams  or  mc  when  you  mmle  it;  the  matter  would  not  have  been  so 
long  neglected.  The  money,  if  due,  ought  to  be  recovered  immediately. 
I  have,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — The  persons  I  have  requested  to  examine  the  accounts  are  the 
American  merchants  now  at  Nantes  with  our  deputed  commercial  agent, 
Mr.  Schweighauser.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Cougress.t 

[TraiiHlation.] 

rniLADELPniA,  March  14,  1770. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipot<*-ntiary  of  France,  undersigned,  doe«s  not 
<loubt  that  the  committee  charged  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  persuade 
the  undersigned  to  keep  the  rate  of  exchange  at  900  per  cent.,  in  order 
to  stop  the  further  depreciation  which  circumstances  threatened,  has  re- 
ported the  answer  which  the  said  minister  gave  on  this  subject;  but  as 
the  undersigned  is  still  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  Congress  has 
re<jeived  this  answer,  he  is  the  more  desirous  of  being  informed  of  it, 
jvs  he  must  give  an  account  to  his  court  of  the  success  of  the  course 
which  he  has  adopted,  and  as  the  agent  of  the  royal  navy  hiis  till  this 
time  confined  himself  to  the  rule  proposed  on  the  part  of  Corigress, 
without  any  return  to  the  interests  of  his  majesty. 

Gerard. 


•  III  ()  BI«;i5lo\v\s  Fniiikliii,  32.'),  i.s  j^ivon  tlio  lottor  to  tlio  roforooa  above  noticed. 
It  IH  given  hereafter  nnder  date  of  April  8,  1771),  as  taken  from  Franklin^s  letter-book. 
Tliere  is  a  disoropancyjn  the  date  and  in  the  n  inioMor  the  parties  a<ldreHJ*od,  the  later 
lint  inclnding  adilitional  names,  and  omittinj;  two  on  the  first  list,  who  probably  wne 
roi)ortod  not  to  bo  at  Nantes  at  the  time.  This  may  be  explained  by  snpposing  that 
Franklin,  finding  that  the  persons  named  in  this  lirst  draft  were  not  all  of  them  at 
Nantes,  anamon<led  and  reliable  list  was  made  np. 

tf)  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  r)81. 
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Deaue  to  the  President  of  Cougress.  * 

rniLADBLPiiiA,  March  15, 1779. 
Sir:  1  did  myself  the  liotior  of  writing  to  you  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary past^  to  which  letter  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  excellency.  Having 
received  no  answer  to  tbe  requests  I  then  uinde,  I  have  now  only  to 
add,  that  my  situation,  which  for  eight  mouths  pa^t  Ints  been  peculinrly 
distressing,  is  now  become  such  as  to  oblige  me  to  le-ave  this  city 
without  furtber  delay,  and  therefore  I  again  most  rtspectfully  entreat 
of  Congress  to  inform  me,  if  they  expect  further  information  from  me 
respecting  their  foreign  or  other  affairs,  and,  as  I  sh<nll  without  loss  of 
time  returu  to  Europe,  that  I  may  bo  informed  if  they  bave  any  further 
commands  for  my  service,  and  in  what  manner  my  past  transactions, 
as  their  agent  and  (iommissioner,  are  to  be  adjusted  and  closed. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc. 

Silas  Deane. 


V7.  Lee  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

rAULS,  March  IG,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  just  had  communicated  to  me  the  copies  of  two  letters 
from  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  addressed  to  Mr.  President  Laurens,  dated  Phil- 
adelphia, October  the  12tli,  1778,  and  a  separate  paper  relative  to  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  his  most 
Christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America;  in  which  letters, 
80  far  as  respects  me  personally,  he  has  asserted  nearly  the  same  ground- 
less charges  as  in  his  lett<»r  to  the  public,  which  has  been  already  so 
fully  replied  to  and  proved  to  be  ntt<»rly  repugnant  to  truth.  Had  Mr. 
Ueane  made  these  very  extraordinary  assiMtions  only  once  he  might 
have  ha<f  some  shadow  of  excuse,  though  it  is  a  very  bad  one,  by  plead- 
ing a  weak  memory;  but  a  deliberate  rei)etition  of  them,  after  an  in- 
terval of  time  amply  sndicient  lor  recollection,  shows  a  heart  and  de- 
signs of  such  a  complexion  as  all  good  men  should  avoid  and  guard 
«'igaiust.  Mr.  Deane  concludes  with  the  following  assertions,  by  way  of 
summary  of  all  that  he  had  before  advanced : 

First.  **Tli€at  Mr.  William  Lee  never  ha<l  a  commission  for  the  com- 
niercial  agency."  What  Mr.  Deane  may  style  a  commissitm  J  do  not 
know,  but  he  knew  by  a  letter  from  himself  to  Mr.  »lohn  Koss,  in  Julv, 
1777,  of  which  he  knows  I  have  a  copy,  that  1  had  as  suOicient  author- 
ity to  act  in  the  commercial  agency  as  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  and  that  1 
did  act  in  that  department  accordingly.  lUit  if  Mr.  Deane  knew  I  was 
not  a  commercial  agent,  how  can  he  i)alliate  so  bold  and  <laring  an  im- 
position of  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  his  ministers  as  to  represent 


•M.SS.  Dop.  of  StaU*;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  VX]. 
1 1  Sparks'  Dip.  Ucv.  Coir.,  OJH 
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1110  ill  lliiit  cliiintclLT  Ui  tlieiii,  \\hU:\i  liu  iliil  <lu  in  tliu  luttvr  siffiiGiI  I 
liim  to  UiH  exuclloiiuy  Ouiiiit  ilo  Vvrf^oiiiiu^,  in  Februaiy,  177S,  roqucE 
iiig  that  tim  Into  Mr.  TUoiiias  Morris'  itiijiers  migbt  Iw  {tut  iuto  u 
[lOHHesxiuM,  as  tiieii  lieiii^  tliu  boIo  v^inttiovuiiil  nt^entofCuttKruss.  Bii 
iitdc'ud,  wo  on^'lit  not  to  Ih; Kiii'imNiHl  iitnny  iiiii)a8itioii  whiituver  un  tl 
|i!iit  «r  Mr.  IX'iiiic,  sinew  lio  im|K>se<l  liiiiisuir  on  tlio  King  of  Franc 
Km  iiiiiiititor.s,  ami  tliu  wliolti  world  ns  a  coniuilssioiier  of  Oongre»s  ( 
the.  tiOtliof  Miiruli,  1778,  vvlien  liuconrosscs  tiiatoii  tlie  4tli  of  that  moul 
hi3  rocciveil  a  resolution  of  Uongrcss  ruciilling  him  to  Atuerica.  I  »li 
refer  for  Iiis  coiiviutiou  to  tU«  letters  aud  proceedings  of  the  seer 
comiuittce. 

Sueoud.  Mr.  Deiine  says:  "Mr.  Lee's  ouiit  ion  was  such,  that  he  noTi 
tivcii  itiiswered  my  lettera  to  him  in  February  or  March,  informing  hi 
that  Mr.  Itobert  Murris  had  written  to  me  that  ho  was  uiipointed ;  m 
did  1  hear  anything  from  him  of  his  intnntions  aiilii  bo  arrived  at  I'ai 
tbo  summer  folloiving,  whurn  also  he  acted  with  tlio  greatest  cantii 
wbilo  lie  waited  the  retnrn  of  his  brotlier  from  Berlin." 

Uiiu  can  not  hero  omit  oliscrving  the  sUidicd  latitude  of  his  exyne 
sious.  Mr.  JJeaue  talks  of  bis  letter  in  February  or  Marvh,  and  that 
caiiiti  to  Paris  in  the  sninuicr  following.  Will  Mr.  Deanesay  how  inai 
letters  ho  wrote  1  1  never  saw  or  heani  of  but  one.  Will  he  [dense 
say  whetber  that  one  letter  was  dated  the  Ist  of  February  or  tlie  31 
of  March  t  For  thedill'ereneeof  ftro  whole  luoiilhs  makes  a  very  mat 
rial  alteration  in  the  eonscqiiciicu  he  means  to  draw  Irotn  the  aasertio 

I  will  answer,  that  his  only  letter  is  dated  the  3Uth  of  March,  tbouf; 
be  acknowledges  bis  baving  received  a  nolijicatii'ii  from  Mr.  Kobe 
Morris  in  Febinary  of  my  aitiiointment,  and  at  the  Miunu  time  was  d 
sired  to  give  ?»c  information  of  it  immcdi'itcl!/.  It  lias  l)een  also  prove 
by  Mr.  Deane's  letter  to  Mr.  Williams,  on  tlnt^ianicday,  viz.,  March  30t 
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and  wlio  now  appears  connected  with  tlie  former  in  private  mercantile 
bnsiness)  commercisil  a^ifent,*  in  opposition  to  the  secret  committee's 
appointment,  renders  it  evident  that  he  expected  either  the  intercep- 
tion of  that  letter  or  my  answer  would  have  subjected  me  to  imprison- 
ment and  secured  their  plan.  It  is  this  disappointment  that  makes 
Mr.  Deano  so  outra[;eous  against  me  for  not  having  committed  so  great 
an  act  of  imprudence,  situated  as  I  was,  as  to  be  writing  to  him  by  the 
I)ost  upon  such  a  subject.  That  this  scheme  of  Mr.  Deane  might  l)e 
more  effectual,  notice  of  my  appointment  wascirculated  upon  the  royal 
exchange  of  Ix)ndon  before  I  received  Mr.  Deane's  letter,  and  not 
long  after  it  was  published  in  the  newspapers  in  authentic  letters 
written  from  Paris.  Now,  as  Mr.  Deane  acknowledges  that  he  received 
a  letter  announcing  my  appointment,  it  must  have  been  by  him  that 
others  were  enable<l  to  write  and  publish  it  to  all  the  world,  while  my 
life,  liberty,  and  property  were  at  stake.  It  is  hardly  in  charity  to 
Iwlievo  that  these  were  not  the  intended  victims  of  Mr.  Deane's  con- 
duct. 

Third.  Mr.  Deane  says:  "So  far  was  he  (meaning  me)  from  ever 
executing,  or  publicly  attempting  to  execute,  that  agency  until  after 
the  news  of  General  Burgoyne's  defeat  ha<l  arrived  in  France,  that  he 
did  nothing  that  ever  I  heard  of  which  could  have  ])revented  his  re- 
turning to  the  exercise  of  his  aldermanship  in  London." 

If  any  thing  could  astonish  rao  that  comes  from  Mr.  Deane,  surely 
here  is  abundant  matter  for  astonishment.  lie  had  just  before,  from 
under  his  own  hand,  on  the  very  same  paper,  acknowled^rd  my  having 
attempted  to  exercise  that  appointment  in  the  joint  letter  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Morris  and  myself  as  commercial  agents  to  himself  and  Dr, 
Franklin  in  August,  1777,  which  he  calls  severe,  but  which  I  aver  is  a 
very  civil  one,  and  that  it  does  not  contain  a  single  harsh  or  oHensive 
expression.  He  acknowledges,  also,  the  conference  I  had  with  all  tlie 
commissioners  in  France  in  October  on  the  subject  of  the  connnercial 
business,  when  Mr.  Izard  was  present.  He  knew,  also,  that  I  had  le- 
coived  a  cargo  publicly  at  Nantes,  belonging  to  Congress,  by  the  Ahi- 
gail^  CaiHain  Jenne,  which  vessel  was  loade<l  again  by  mo  and  <li.s- 
patched  back  for  America  in  three  weeks,  whileotlier  American  vess  Is, 
of  no  greater  size  or  importjuice,  weredetaine<l  at  Nantes  from  two  to 
three  months.  He  knew  also,  or  ought  to  have  known,  thatl  had  written 
a  letter  addressed  to  all  the  commissioners — Dr.  Franklin,  ]\Ir.  Deane, 
and  Rlr.  Arthur  Lee — on  the  10th  of  November,  1777,  which  was  deliv- 
ered to  Dr.  Franklin  is  eldest  commissioner  the  same  day,  wherein  I 
requested  a  copy  of  the  treaties  that  had  been  i>roposed  to  the  courts 
of  Franco  and  Spain,  agreeably  to  my  instructions  from  Congress,  that 
1  might  not,  as  ci  commissioner  of  Congress,  propose  anything  repng- 

•Fora  correction  of  an  error  liere,  in  ro^raril  to  the  ini|MittMl  <h\signM  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
respecting  his  nephew,  SfO  A.  Leo  to  Commit  ice  of  Foroij^n  Aflairs,  June  I,  177-', 
tiipra,  noU. 

WII — VOL   III (J 


Hi  IHri.dMATlC    roitRKSrONTUCNCE. 

iiJiDt  tlicrcto  to  llic  coniLs  nl*  Vicuna  and  Berliu.  After  tlieso  tbiu; 
niid  A  cotitiiiiied  Hcriex  of  nporatioiis  in  tlio  public  service  (all  of  wlii< 
Mr.  Dcuiie  wnn  acquainted  with],  from  tlie  tirno  I  was  permitted  to  n 
by  liitnscif  and  l>r.  Franklin  until  the  4tli  of  December,  when  the  nei 
of  (Jciicral  Jlurgojiio'e  defeat  arrived  at  Taris,  witb  wliat  Tace  con 
Mv.  J)tiane  iiiako  Riicli  nn  nssertioii  no  ho  haa  doiiel  Most  of  the 
tliinKX  also  being  of  public  notoriety  and  capable  of  being  proved  by 
ninllitiule  of  witnesHcs,  can  any  one  suppose  Mr.  Deane  so  total 
iciioranl  of  the  laws  of  England  as  to  imagine  he  could  think  I  luig 
return  "  to  the  oxcrciRe  of  my  aldormausbip  iu  Loudon  "  without  beii 
a  mndninii  desirous  of  hanging  myself  t 

Thisgcntloiuau  att^impts  to  excuse  himself  and  Dr.  Franklin  for  n 
answering  the  joint  letter  of  Mr.  Morris  and  mynelf  to  tbom  by  layii 
the  blame  on  Mr.  Arthur  Ix^e,  not  a  nyllablo  of  wbicli  was  mentioned 
the  conference  I  bad  in  October,  1777,  at  Pussy,  witb  the  oomntissiouei 
when  Mr.  Izard  was  present,  and  wbieh  Mr.  Lee  has  answered  bimsel 
but  he  omits  to  say  why  my  sovoral  letters  from  Nantes,  as  commerci 
agent  on  public  business  to  the  commissioners,  wera  not  answered,  hi 
of  which  ]  not  only  coinplaiiiod  at  the  conference,  but  siuce.  lo  onJ 
to  invalidate  wliat  Mr.  lizard  bas  written  he  totally  mistakes  tbu  pur|K) 
of  the  letter  in  which  Mr.  ]»ard  coinplniiis  of  Dr.  Franklin's  and  i\ 
Dcnne's  refusing  to  write.  Tills  letter,  m  desiicd  by  me,  was  a  genei 
one  to  all  (^iiptaius  and  others,  informing  them  tbati  wasacommeroi 
agent  of  the  secret  committee  of  Congress,  and  that  iu  cousequen 
tbcy  ought  to  follow  my  directions  and  orders  iu  all  matters  relative 
the  coniuicrcial  business  of  the  committee. 

So  far  from  my  proposing  tlio  sns|)cusion  of  Mr,  Morris,  1  uev 
tbonght  that  tliecoiinnis.sioncrs  bad  the  least  shadow  of  authority  toi 
It  is  certain  Iliat  Mr.  Deane  not  only  jiroposed  the  suspeiiHioii 
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larly,  but  generally  authorized  to  treat  with  every  power  in  Europe; 
the  influence  and  patronage  of  which  very  expensive  commission  he  was 
perpetually  endeavoring  to  retain  entirely  to  himself,  lie  <iIso  seems 
to  be  ignorant,  of  what  I  suppose  is  known  t-o  most  people  in  Philadel- 
phia, that  his  ^'  venerable  friend,'^  as  he  calls  him.  Dr.  Franklin,  is  at 
this  moment  not  only  sole  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, but  also  in  fact  sole  superintending  commercial  agent  in  all 
Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Lkk. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  CongTeBs.* 

[Trnoslation.] 

PiiiLADELriiiA,  March  10,  1770. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  being  about  to  send 
M.  de  Maulcon  to  New  York  to  effect  the  exchange  of  the  French  pris- 
oners who  are  detained  there,  takes  the  liberty  to  request  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  have  the  goodness  to  allow  them  the 
same  facilities  as  heretofore,  by  charging  their  commissioners  to  re- 
ceive them  on  their  landing  at  Elizabeth  town  and  New  London,  and 
from  thence  as  far  «'is  Philadelphia  or  Boston,  and  to  give  them,  at  the 
expense  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  the  same  treatment  which  Amer- 
ican prisoners  receive. 

Gekard. 


FrankUn  to  Jonathan  WiUiams.t 

Passv,  March  1(5,  1779. 

Dear  Jonathan  :  Agreeable  to  your  desire  1  have  requested  the 
American  gentlemen  residing  at  Nantes  to  examine  ^our  acconnts.J:  I 
have  added  Mr.  Schweighauser,  he  having  been  appointed  by  my  former 
colleagues  to  manage  our  affairs  there,  and  may  be  snpposed  interested 
particularly  to  do  justice  to  the  Congress.  And  the  others,  I  imagine, 
can  have  no  interest  in  favoring  you,  as  perhaps  you  may  stand  in  their 
way  respecting  business.  Enclosed  you  have  copies  of  my  letter  to  the 
gentlemen  and  of  another  on  the  same  business  to  Mr.  I/ee.  If  I  had 
known  of  his  going  to  Nantes  I  should  liavc  desired  Iiini  to  state  his 
objections  to  the  accounts  there,  but  I  did  not  hear  of  his  being  there 
till  a  day  or  two  before  his  return.    I  have  yet  no  answer  from  him. 


•  5  Sparks'  Dip.  liev.  Corr.,  582. 
f  MSS  Dop.  of  State;  G  Higolow's  FrankUii,  :WU. 

tSco  <M/ra,  Franklin  to  Wharton,  Apr.  8,   17VI) ;  supra,   Fnuiklin  to  Artliur  Leo.. 
Mar.  13,  1779. 


S  I  hll'I.OMAllC    Cf'in.TSI'OMJIiNCE. 

J  rIiowciI  jour  tetter  of  i''ebriiar}  2U,  rcliiUiig  to  Mr.  Simeon  Dcani 
gocKiR,  to  Mr.  Atliim^,  who  tlioiiglit  the  itropoaition  reasoiinblo.  I  sei 
liy  tliis  oi>i)ortniiity  an  onler  to  Mr.  ScbweigliaiiBcr  to  deliver  to  yi 
tlic  cnso  wliicli  remains;  anil  if  you  will  acud  mo  tbo  original  iiiroi 
antl  tlio  form  of  tlio  billn  yoii  propogo  I  ebivll  sign  aud  return  tboni, 
no  objection  arises  on  signing  tliem  tlintdooanotat  present  occur  ton 

1  suiipose  you  settled  tbo  afTair  yourself  witli  Mercier'a  agent,  ns 
tiioli  tlie  papers  from  me,  eaying  tbat  lio  was  going  to  Nantes.  Tl 
viiH  before  I  icceived  yours  of  February  23  relating  to  that  busiuew 

I  received  tlio  bonil  for  Collas'  commiasion.  Tli«  following  bil 
drawn  before  tbo  12tli  of  December  in  favor  of  William  Denine,  wc 
|>rc3ent«il  and  a<;ce|>(c<I  on  tbe  lOtli  of  February  last',  viz :  $000,  (1 
$Gm,  t30,  $120,  $12,  $120,  in  all  $1,40*.  Tbose  may  itossibly  be  »  pfl 
of  tboso  you  mention.  I  sball  order  payment  to  be  stopped  till  I  lia 
examined  tbo  indorsemoutH,  Uiongb  1  am  not  sure  tbat  I  can  well  i 
fuse  payment  after  baring  accepted  tlieni.  Wo  sball  strictly  exami 
sneb  drafts  in  favor  of  Douine  as  may  appear  bereafter  till  you  let 
know  furtlier. 

I  return  I>r.  Cooper's  letter,  with  tlianka  to  you  for  commnnicatii 
it.  I  am  mueli  obliged  to  tbat  good  tnan  for  bis  kind  expressions 
regard  to  me. 

Tbe  tobacco  wbieb  came  in  tbo  Bergire  and  ali  tbo  tobacco  wbr 
cotne»  to  us  from  America  is  to  bo  delivered  directly  out  of  tbe  sbi 
to  tlie  agents  of  Ibc  Fannors-Ucnoral  in  the  ports  where  it  arrives, 
bad  sent  orders  acconlingly  before  tbe  receipt  of  your  notice  of  h 
arrival. 

I  am  ashamed  of  tbe  orders  ofmy  connlrymen  for  so  mncb  tea,  wh' 
necessaries  are  wanting  fur  clothing  and  defending ! 

1  have  been  lonji  ill  and  unfit  to  write  or  think  of  writing,  whi 
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the  iuterest.  Ilo  at  length  broiigbt  to  mo  a  mcrcliant  of  AiiiHtorilaiii, 
who  has  uuilcrtakeii  to  procure  a  loan  of  1,5(K),00()  florins  at  6  per  cent. 
But  by  what  I  can  learn  and  judge  of  that  i)erson  I  think  there  is  little 
dependence  to  be  had  upon  his  success,  especially  as  the  English  borrow 
there  at  a  higher  rate,  and  the  house  of  Horneca,  Fizeaux  &  Co.  have 
been  alrea<ly  engaged  more  than  six  months  in  endeavoring  to  obtain 
such  loan,  and  have  succeeded  only  to  the  amount  of  51,000  dorins. 
In  the  mean  time,  my  apprehensions  of  approaching  distress  grow 
stronger  and  give  me  a  great  deal  of  anxiety,  and  having  more  hoi)es 
from  Mr.  Grand's  endeavors  to  procure  us  a  supply  than  from  those  of 
M.  de  Ohaumont  by  the  Dutch  merchant,  I  wish  his  plan  may  be  exam- 
ined, and,  if  found  practicable,  encouraged ;  for  if  both  should  succeed 
they  will  not  be  too  much  for  our  occasions. 

With  sincere  and  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excel- 
lency's, etc. 


Oerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Traiislaiioii.] 

PuiLADELPniA,  March  17, 1779. 

Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  remind 
the  Oongress  of  the  United  States  of  l^orth  America  that  in  executing 
for  five  mouths  the  instructions  with  which  he  has  been  charged  by  the 
king,  his  master,  in  relation  to  the  present  state  of  afVairs,  the  under- 
signed has  expressed  his  majesty's  desire  that  the  United  States  should 
quickly  put  themselves  in  a  situation  to  take,  in  the  negotiation  lor 
peace  which  seems  on  the  point  of  taking  place,  tiie  part  which  their 
dignity  and  their  interests  require,  and  that  they  should  lay  firm  foun- 
dations for  obtaining  a  speed}-  pacification  conformable  to  the  ternis  of 
the  alliance,  by  giving  to  their  plenipotentiary  instructions  the  most 
ample,  and  powers  the  most  extensive.  It  is,  in  fact,  impossible  to  be 
too  economical  of  time,  when  a  correspondence  is  (tarried  on  at  so  great 
a  distance  upon  a  business  so  important  and  so  liable  to  be  changed  by 
many  incidents  impossible  to  be  foreseen.  These  observations  have 
still  greater  force  when  the  opening  of  the  cani|)aign  is  approaching, 
and  when  the  greatest  celerity  alone  can  anticipate  the  moment  of  it. 
Every  day's  delay  increases  the  obstaeles  to  the  su(;cess  of  the  advan- 
tageous plans  which  the  king  has  communicated  to  the  United  States. 
To  prolong  the  deliberation  upon  peace  may  be*,  to  reject  it.  His  maj- 
esty, who  thinks  that  he  has  deserved  the  confi<l(»nce  of  the  United 
States,  believes,  moreover,  that  he  has  a  right,  after  the  assurances 
which  Congress  have  so  often  repeated  with  regard  to  the  uniformity 
of  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  his  alliance  with  the  United  States,  to 
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hope  tb<it  this  subject  will  bo  trcatoil  with  the  proinptiioss  which  the 
juncture  requires. 

The  indulgence  with  which  Congress  has  received  the  reflections  of 
the  undersigned  authorizes  hiin  to  submit  these  to  their  wisdom  and 
prudence.  lie  adds  that  there  may  be  reason  to  fear  that  longer  de- 
lays may  give  rise  to  suspicions,  and  authorize  the  assertions  which 
have  been  made  in  Europe  respecting  a  division  of  opinions  and  senti- 
ments prevailing  in  Congress,  and  strengthen  the  hope  which  the  enemy 
continues  to  entertain  of  fomenting  this  domestic  discord,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  exciting  distrust  between  the  allies  by  pretending  to  treat 
with  each  of  the  States  singly,  in  order  to  take  them  separately  in  the 
snare  of  their  credulity,  and  to  deprive  them  of  the  mutual  support 
which  they  derive  from  their  union.  It  is,  moreover,  well  known  ihat 
the  preliminary  condition  of  the  court  of  London  to  the  United  SUites 
would  be  to  renounce  the  alliance  formed  with  France,  to  form  an  ofien- 
sive  coalition,  and  to  restrain  the  commerce  of  America.  The  under- 
signed is  very  far  from  believing  that  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  of 
Congress  do  not  protect  them  from  the  eil'ects  of  this  insidious  policy  ; 
but  their  glory  and  interests  seem  to  require  that  they  should  prevent 
the  further  establishment  of  an  opinion  which,  more  than  anything  else, 
will  contribute  to  support  the  false  expectation  and  the  obstinacy  of 
the  common  enemy. 

Oerard. 


Proceediugs  of  Congress    as  to  conditions  of  pacification,   and  particularly 

as  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

March  17, 1779. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
time  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  their  further  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  communications  fron)  the  minister  of  France  and 
have  come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereon,  which  he  waa;  ready  to  report. 
The  resolutions  .igreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read. 
Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow.t 


Franklin  to  Dumas.t 

Passy,  March  18,  1779. 

Dear  Siji:  T  received  duly  yours  of  the  3d  instant.  My  indisposi- 
tion seems  to  be  wearing  oil*,  and  I  hope  will  perniit  me  to  go  abroad  in 
a  few  days. 


*  MSS.  scrcret  journals  of  Coogrosa;  comparing?  printed  journal. 
t  l'\»r  fnrnuT  proceedings  see  {ufra.  Mar.  19,  1779. 
\  MSS.  Dtp.  State;  G  lilgelow's  Franklin,  333. 
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M.  Neiifvillc's  first  propositions  were  so  much  out  of  tlio  way  tluit  I 
coald  uot  accept  lliein.  He  required  a  liflbli  [nirt  of  the  loan  to  be  sent 
over  to  him  annually  during:  tlio  first  five  years  in  the  produce  of  America 
for  sale,  and  the  money  to  remain  in  his  hands  as  a  fund  for  paying  off 
the  debt  in  the  last  five  years.  By  this  means  ho  would  liave  had  the  use 
of  oar  money  while  we  were  paying  interest  for  it.  He  dropped  this 
demand  on  my  objecting  to  it,  and  undertook  to  x)rocure  a  subscription 
on  reasonable  terms.  I  wish  him  success,  but  as  the  English  give  at 
present  higher  interest  than  I  am  permitted  to  offer,  I  have  little  de* 
pendenoe  on  that  8ubscrix>tion.  Let  me  know  what  you  hear  of  it  from 
time  to  time. 

Mr.  Adams  is  gone  to  Nantes  to  take  his  psissage  for  America  in  one 
of  our  frigates.  Mr.  A.  Lee  has  retired  from  Ohaillot  to  Paris,  and  his 
brother  has  come  on  a  visit  from  Frankfort.  He  talks  of  a  congress  to 
beheld  in  Germany,  and  seems  to  want  me  to  advise  his  attendance 
there  incognito.  1  know  nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  can  give  no  ad- 
vice about  it.  He  talks  of  twenty  thousand  men  at  liberty  by  the  German 
peace  to  be  hired  by  the  English  against  us,  and  would  be  employed  in 
preventing  it.    What  do  yon  think  or  learn  of  these  circumstances  f 

The  present  situation  of  affairs  in  your  country  is  interesting.  Un- 
acquainted as  I  am  with  your  parties  and  interests,  I  find  it  diflieult  to 
perceive  how  they  will  terminate.* 


Franklin  to  Jonathan  Williams,  t 

Passy.  March  10,  1779. 

Dear  Nepiiew  :  In  your  receipts  for  M.  Month icu's  copper  there  is 
mention  made  of  6'o/?^;cr  ore.  Exphiiu  this  to  me  ;  for  as  we  bought  no 
copper  ore  of  him,  and  .'is  it  is  not  so  valuable  as  copper,  it  ought  not  to 
be  given  us  instead  of  copi)er. 

Mr.  Lee  has  yet  sent  me  no  answer  to  mine  relating  to  your  accounts. 
Ijct  me  know  whether  the  reference  is  accei>te(l  by  the  referees  and 
whether  it  goes  on.  I  send  you  three  original  papers  tiiat  may  be  of 
use  to  you,  as  they  show  Mr.  Lee's  great  skill  in  accounts  and  ability  in 
objecting  to  them.  Thojust  is  a  proposition  M.  Monthieu  made  to  ob- 
tain a  contract.  The  second  is  the  contract  actually  »  »  # 
made,  ditl'ering  from  the  proposition.  The  third  is  Mr.  Lee's  report^ 
wherein  ho  took  M.  Monthieu's  proposition  of  a  contract  to  be  an  ac- 
count of  charge  for  the  execution  of  it,  and  comparing  it  with  the  con- 
tract, he  charges  all  the  diU'erenco  he  finds  as  so  many  errors  in  M.  Mon- 
thieu's  account.  For  instance,  M.  Monthieu  proi)Osed  to  make  ten 
thousand  suits;  we  agreed  with  him  only  for  six  thousand.  Here  IVlr. 
Lee  finds  an  overcharge  of  four  thousand  suits,  ^l.  Monthieu  proposed 
that  we  should  give  him  thirty-eight  livres  per  suit;  weagreedfor  thirty- 

•  lucguiplete.  t  MSS.  Dcp.  of  State  ;  (i  Dij;elo\v's  FnuikHn,  335. 
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Kitvcii.  llci'o  Mr.  Lt'o  lliidHiuioverclittige  oC  10,1)00  livres,  mid  soon 
tbu  nrnt;  whoii  in  faeb  M.  HonUiiuu  iu  his  real  Hccouut  bad  oliargod  e 
nctly  according  to  tlie  ngrooinent.  Yon  must  take  good  care  of  tho 
papiirs,  Hay  notluug.liow  you  oamo  by  them,  and  retam  them  to  n 
Hafoiy. 

I  Hciid  you  ciicIoMPxl  tlio  |>ropoBala  of  a  tin-plate  mannractnrer,  wliic 
iii:i.v  soino  time  oroLlicr  bo  of  ase  to  you. 

[  k]i:iI1  di8[io»c  of  your  letter  to  Hr.  Lee  as  yon  desire.  I  would  advi 
you  avuidiiif;  tlic  |iiibli<»uion  yon  mention. 

1'lx|)liiiii  to  me  wliut  is  metmt  in  your  jiostscript  by  the  zeal  of  the  bt 
ii/llicm,  etc. 

1  send  ail  onlur  tliis  day  to  8U8]>end  tlie  action  against  H.  Peltit 
i)ut  Btiroly  lie  iicted  very  irregularly  to  sell  acargo  oouslgued  to  us  wit 
outoiironler  aud  give  tbo  produce  to  nu  other.  Wo  ourselves  never  hi 
any  deulings  with  M.  Itcaumarcliais,  and  ho  has  never  produced  ai 
iiucouut  to  us,  but  Bays  tlie  States  owe  bim  a  great  deal  of  nioue 
Upon  his  word  only  we  gave  bim  up  the  cargo  of  tlie  Ampkitrite;  1 
promised  then  to  give  uh  an  account,  but  lias  never  done  it;  aud  iio^ 
iiy  ineaii3of  M.  i'clLiur,  he  has  seised  another  cargo.  I  imagiue  the 
in  110  doubt  but  M.  I'eltier  would  be  obliged  to  |>ay  us  the  mouey  if  tl 
aclioii  were  continued.  And  iiietbiuks  every  mau  whomakesademai 
ouglit.  to  deliver  an  account.  For  my  own  part  I  imagiue  our  couuti 
1i:is  bi-en  really  very  much  obligeAt  to  M.  Beaurnarcbais,  aud  it  is  pro 
able  Hint  Mr.  l>eaiie  coiiccrlod  with  him  several  large  o[)eratious  f 
Hliicli  he  is  not  yet  paid.  Tboy  were  before  my  arrival,  and  therefo 
1  was  not  privy  to  them.  Had  I  bceu  alone  when  the  action  was  coi 
ineiiecd  perhaps  1  sliould  have  thought  of  some  milder  procecdin 
making  allowance  for  M.  Ueauinarcbats  not  beiug  bred  a  uierchuii 
But  1  tliiult  you  can  in)t  well  justify  M.  I'elUer. 
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dlo  of  that  river  to  tbo  fort^'-fifth  degreo  of  iiortli  Ijititiulo;  tlioiico 
due  west  in  the  latitude  forty-five  degrees  iiortii  lioiu  the  eciuator  t/o 
the  north westeruoiost  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  or  CadaniKiui; 
thenco  straight  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  Nipissiii^,  aud  thence  straight 
to  the  source  of  the  river  Mississippi;  west  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
tlie  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its  source  to  where  the  said  line 
shall  intersect  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  nortli.  South  by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the  line  last  mentioned 
in  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  nortli  from  the  equator  to  the  middle 
of  the  river  Apalachicola  or  Oatahouche;  thence  along  the  middle 
thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  River;  thence  straight  to  the  head 
of  St.  Mary's  River;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  River 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  then  east  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  mid- 
dle of  St.  John's  from  its  source  to  its  mouth  in  the  l^ay  of  Fundy,  or 
by  a  line  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  between  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the  Province  of  Maine,  and  the 
colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  their  respective  rights,  comprehend- 
ing all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the 
United  States  and  lying  between  lines  to  be  dnnvn  due  east  from  the 
l>oiDt8  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one 
part  and  East  Florida  on  the  other  paft  shall,  n^siiectiveiy,  touch  the 
Bay  of  Fuudy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean :  Provided,  that  if  the  line  to  be 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Lake  Nipissing  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi 
can  not  be  obtained  without  continuing  the  war  for  that  purpose,  then 
that  a  line  or  lines  may  be  drawn  more  southerly,  so  as  not  to  be  south- 
ward of  a  line  in  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north. 

2.  That  every  port  and  place  within  the  United  States,  and  every 
island,  harbor,  aud  road  to  them  or  any  of  them  belonging,  be  absolutely 
evacuated  by  the  land  sind  sea  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong.* 


A.  Lee  to  Franklin. t 

Tauis,  March  10,  1770. 

Sib:  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the 
13th  relative  to  the  few  x)apers  of  our  late  joint  eommission  remaining. 
in  m3'  hands ;  tlie^*  are  confounded  among  a  mnlLitude  of  other  papers. 
1  will  examine  them  soon  ;  and  if  I  find  any  that  relate  to  public  aecounts 
remaining  unpaid  (which  I  do  not  believe  1  shall  find),  1  will  inform 
you  of  it,  that  coi)ies  may  be  taken  of  them. 

You  are  pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  Adams  gave  yon  the  papers  unasked. 
Mr.  Adams  gave  you  the  general  papers,  which  no  way  related  to  him 
in  particular,  on  your  promise  that  you  would  have  them  arranged  and 
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kept  ill  order.  Mr.  Adaius  was  not  a  caluiiuiiated  ])cr80U,  nor  were  the 
pai)er8  bo  delivered  to  you  neeessary  to  justify  hiin  and  prove  the 
wickedness  of  his  accuser.  In  circumstances  so  totally  difiterent  I  can 
not  imagine,  sir,  that  you  can  think  we  should  act  the  same.  Your 
pressing  so  earnestly  to  get  from  me  a  few  original  papers,  which  you 
only  conjecture  may  be,  in  some  shape  or  other,  useful  to  you,  after  I 
have  informed  you  that  they  are  absolutely  necessary  to  my  vindica- 
tion from  an  impeachment  that  touches  even  my  life  and  honor,  gives 
me  great  unejisiness.  Whether  you  are  concerned  or  not  in  the  accusa- 
tion, it  is  equally  necessary  for  me  to  refute  them  ;  and  I  am  sure,  sir, 
you  know  that  originals  are  better  evidence  than  copies,  however  au- 
thenticated. On  the  contrary',  copies  are  as  adequate  to  the  purposes 
you  mention  as  originals ;  and  I  am  most  ready  to  give  you  copies  sealed 
and  authenticated  of  all  or  any  of  the  papers  in  my  hands  as  you  may 
command.  I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  believe  that 
when  I  give  my  reasons  for  my  conduct  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  or 
occasion  a  dispute. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Franklin  to  Hartiey.* 

Passy,  March  21, 1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  duly  yours  of  the  2d  instant.  I  am  sorry  you 
have  had  no  much  trouble  in  the  affair  of  the  prisoners.  You  have  beeu 
deceived  as  well  as  1.  No  cartel  ship  has  yet  appeared,  and  it  is  now 
evident  that  the  delays  have  been  of  design,  to  give  more  opportunity 
of  seducing  the  men  by  promises  and  hardships  to  seek  their  liberty 
in  engaging  against  their  country;  for  we  learn  from  those  who  have 
escaped  that  there  are  persona  continually  employed  in  cajoling  and 
mcnc^cing  them;  representinir  to  them  that  we  neglect  them;  that 
your  government  is  willing  to  exchange  them,  and  that  it  is  our  fault 
it  is  not  done;  that  all  the  news  from  America  is  bad  on  their  side; 
we  shall  be  conquered,  and  they  will  be  hanged  if  they  do  not  accept  the 
gracious  ofl'er  of  being  pardoned  on  condition  of  serving  the  king,  etc. 
A  great  i)art  of  your  prisoners  have  beeu  kept  these  six  months  on 
board  a  ship  in  Brest  road  rea<ly  to  be  delivered,  where  I  am  afraid  they 
were  not  so  comfortably  accommodated  as  they  might  have  beeu  in 
French  prisons.  They  are  now  ordered  on  shore.  Dr.  Bancroft  has 
received  your  letter  here,     lie  did  not  go  to  Calais. 

Knowing  how  earnestly  and  constantly  you  wish  for  peace,  I  can  not 
end  a  letter  to  you  without  dropping  a  word  on  that  subject,  to  mark 
that  my  wishes  are  still  in  unison  with  yours.  After  the  barbarities 
your  nation  has  exercised  against  us  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  own  that 
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I  feel  AouictiiDCS  for  her  mist'ortimes  aud  bor  insanities.  Vonr  veins  »ro 
open  and  your  best  blood  continually  running.  You  have  now  got  a 
little  army  into  Georgia  and  are  triumphing  in  that  success.  Do  you 
expect  ever  to  see  that  army  again  t  1  know  not  what  General  Lincoln 
or  General  Thompson  may  be  able  to  eilect  against  them ;  but  if  they 
stay  through  the  summer  in  that  climate  tliere  is  a  certain  General 
Fever  that  I  apprehend  will  give  a  good  account  ol'  most  of  tliem.  Per- 
haps you  comfort  yourselves  that  our  loss  of  blood  is  as  great  as  yours. 
But,  as  physicians  say,  there  is  a  great  diileiencc  in  the  fsicility  of 
repairing  that  loss  between  an  old  body  and  a  young  one.  America  adds 
to  her  numbers  annually  one  hundred  and  fifty  tliousand  souls.  She 
therefore  grows  faster  than  you  can  diminish  her,  and  will  outgrow  all 
the  mischief  you  can  do  her.  Have  you  the  same  i)rospect4s  t  But  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  represent  to  you  or  you  to  me  the  niischicfs  that 
each  nation  is  subjected  to  by  tlie  war;  we  all  see  clear  enough  the  non- 
sense of  continuing  it.  The  difficulty  is  where  to  iind  sense  enough  to 
put  an  end  to  it. 

Adieu,  my  dear  frieudf  and  believe  me,  etc;., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  La  Fayette.* 

Passv,  March  22,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  admire  much  the  activity  of  your  genius  an<l  the  strong 
desire  you  have  of  being  continually  employed  against  our  coninion 
enemy. 

It  is  certain  that  the  coasts  of  England  and  Scotland  are  extremely 
open  and  defenseless.  There  are  also  many  rich  towns  near  the  sea 
which  four  or  five  thousand  men  lauding  unexpectedly  might  easily 
surprise  and  destroy  or  exact  from  them  a  heavy  contribution,  taking 
a  part  in  ready  money  and  hostages  for  the  rest.  I  should  suppose,  for 
example,  that  two  millions  sterling  or  forty-eight  millions  of  livres  might 
be  demanded  of  Bristol  for  the  town  and  shipping;  twelve  millions  of 
livres  from  Bath  ;  forty-eight  millions  from  Liverpool ;  six  millions  from 
Lancaster,  and  twelve  millions  from  Whitehaven.  On  the  east  side 
there  are  the  towns  of  Newcastle,  Scarborough,  Lynn,  an<l  Yarmonth, 
from  which  very  considerable  sums  might  be  exacti'd.  And  if  among 
the'  troops  there  were  a  few  horsemen  to  make  sudden  incursions  at 
some  little  disbvnce  from  the  coast  it  would  spread  terror  to  much 
greater  distances,  and  the  whole  would  occjusion  movements  and 
marches  of  troops  that  must  put  the  enemy  to  a  [no(ligionsexi)enseaiid 
harass  them  exceedingly.  Their  militia  will  probably  soon  bo  drawn 
from  the  different  counties  to  one  or  two  places  of  en<*.ampmcnt,  so  that 
little  or  no  opposition  can  be  made  to  such  a  foreeas  is  above  mentioned 
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iu  tbe  places  where  tlie^'  may  laiul.  But  the  practicability  of  Huch 
an  operation  and  the  means  of  facilitating  and  executing  it  military 
people  can  best  judge  of.  1  liavo  not  enough  of  knowledge  in  such  mat- 
ters  to  presume  upon  advising  it,  and  I  am  so  troublesome  to  the  minis- 
ters on  otlier  accounts  that  I  could  hardly  venture  to  solicit  it  if  I  were 
ever  soconGdent  of  it^  success.  Much  will  depend  on  a  prudent  and 
brave  sea  commander  who  knows  the  coasts,  and  on  a  leader  of  the 
troops  who  has  the  aflair  at  heart,  who  is  naturally  active  and  quick 
in  his  enterprises,  of  a  disposition  proper  to  conciliate  the  good  will  and 
afl'ection  of  both  the  cor[>s,  and  by  that  means  to  ]>revent  or  obviate 
such  misunderstandings  as  are  apt  to  arise  between  them,  and  which  are 
often  pernicious  to  joint  expeditions. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  encouraging  to  reflect  on  the  many  instances 
of  history  which  prove  that  in  war  attempts  thought  to  be  impossible 
do  often  for  that  very  reason  become  iiossible  and  practicable,  because 
nol>ody  expects  them  and  no  precauti  ons  are  taken  to  guard  against 
then).  And  those  are  the  kind  of  undertakings  of  which  the  success 
aflords  the  most  glory  to  the  ministers  who  plan  and  to  the  oflicers 
who  execute  them. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Feanklin. 


Congress — Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 

to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  jirior  procoodiugs,  see  auprOf  March  19,  1779.] 

March  22, 1779. 

Congress  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  the  third  resolution  re])orted  by  the  committee  as 
one  of  the  ultimata  being  under  debate,  and  being  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

^^3,  That  common  right  in  these  States  to  fish  on  the  coasts,  bays, 
and  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence/coast  of  Labra- 
dor, and  streights  of  Belleisie  be  acknowledged,  and  in  case  of  refusal, 
that  the  war  be  continued,  unless  the  circumstances  of  our  allies  shall 
be  such  as  to  render  them  utterly  unable  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  in  which  case  iis  ample  i)rivileges  in  the  fishery  be  insisted  on 
as  can  possibly  be  obtaine<l.  That  in  case  Great  Britain  should  not 
bo  j)rcvailed  on  eitlu^r  to  ce<le  or  declare  Nova  Scotia  independent,  the 
]n'ivilege  of  curing  li^ih  on  the  shores  and  in  the  harbors  of  Nova  Scotia 
be  rcciuircd." 

In  lieu  thereof  a  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris  in  the  words 
following,  viz : 

'<  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Britain  of  a  common 
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right  in  theso  States  to  fish  on  tho  coasts,  bays,  and  banks  of  Nova 
Scotia,  tho  banks  of  Newfoundland,  sind  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the 
coasts  of  Labrador  and  streights  of  Belk^islc,  and  a  sHpulation  for  the 
right  of  curing  fish  on  the  shores  of  Nova  Scotia;  provided  always  that 
the  allies  of  these  States  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in 
carrying  on  the  war  for  such  acknowledgment  and  sfiindation^  but  that 
in  no  case  by  any  treaty  of  peace  the  common  right  of  Ashing  as  above 
described  be  given  up.'' 

The  substitute  being  a<lopted  and  under  debate, 

A  motion  was  ma'^e  by  Mr.  M.Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  strike 
out  the  words  ^^and  a  stipulation  for  the  right  of  curing  fish  on  the  shores 
of  Nova  Scotiay^  and  also  the  words  ^^  and  stipulation,'^^  after  the  word 
"  acknowledgment." 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  thosQ  words  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Now  Hampnhiro |  5}''^''^''^" m^*"'   !  ^• 

'  J  Mr,  FroHt No.     ^ 

(  Mr.  Oerry Ayo.  "J 

Massachuneitfi  Bay <  Mr.  LovoU No.     >  Ayo. 

(  Mr.  HoUoii Aye.  j 

«"«^«^—i lS{?:^l&.;::::::.:;:::;SeJ"- 

C"-octicut 5 sij: L^»i;;::::;;:::::::::S°:  Jn„. 

I  Mr.  Jay No.  ^ 

iMr.  Diiano No.  | 

Mr.  O.Morris No.  J  No. 

Mr.  Floyd No. 

Mr.  Lewis No.  ) 

«ew  Jersey ^  Mr.  FeU No.     S 

TMr.  AniiHtrong Aye.  ^ 

T,  I       .  J  Mr.  Scarlo Ayo.  (  * ..« 

Penii«ylva..i» {  Mr.  MnhlonborR A^e.  l^^"' 

(  Mr.  McLaiio Aye.  J 

rMr.  riatcr No.  1 

«       I      ,  I  Mr.  Paca No.  ( „^ 

M'"-y''""> Mr.Carmicliapl No.  p"' 

V  Mr.  Henry No.  J 

fMr.  T.  Adams No.    ) 

I  Mr.  Smith  No.     ( 

Virginia \  Mr.  Loc Ayo.   J-Ni). 

I  Mr.  Grimn No. 

Ulr.  Nelson No.     ) 

(  Mr.  Penn No.     ) 

North  Carolina 2  Mr.  Hill No.     ^No. 

(  Mr.  Burke No.     ) 

c^.,fi,  n„^«i;««  $  ^^r.  Laurens No.     ?  j^^^ 

South  Carolina |  Mr.  Drayton No.     T"* 

Georgia Mr.  Langworthy No.       No. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative  and  the  words  wore  struck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  I)rayt4)n,  seconded  by  J\Ir.  (r. 
Morris,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^ provided  aJwaj/s  that  the  allies  of  these 
States  slwll  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  aD^nfing  on  the  war  for 
such  acknowledgment.^^ 


liM'J.OMATK 


ii»  (inuMtiuii,  mini)  rl 
(1  by  Mr.  DmyUm. 
Now  IJinn|wliiro J  JJj' 

(Mr, 

.Maitwrhii>et,(a  Buy <  Mr. 

}iU. 

Klitiilo  iKltina H}|:' 

(;..im™tic.it J^J; 

fHr. 
Mr. 

Kow  Y.irk I  Mr. 

tMr. 
VMr. 

f^""  j^"-'- Ulr: 

fMr. 

'••""■'-"i- X:: 

I  Mr. 
fMr. 

Miiryland ■<  "j" 

I  Mr. 

VirKi.m 

Nurlli  Cnroliiid i  Mr. 

Mir. 

.Siiiilb  Ciiruliiiii Mr. 

Gporgiii Mr. 

was  reanlved  in  tlio  afliniK 

r'^Loii  was  t.ln.'ii  i:alK''l  for. 


lioae  nonlH  slaud  t  tUe  yeas  and  uitys 


WhipplB No. 

Krost Ho. 

Gcrr.v No. 

Lovoll ««. 

lloltou No. 

Ellory No. 

Uolliiii No. 

Djnr Ko. 

Koot No, 

J»y Ayo. 

Dnann Af«. 

C).  MorrU  ..... Aye. 

Floyrt No. 

Ijcwis i.No. 

Freliu|[biiyMii No.    ( 

Foil Ays.  i 

ArmHl.roiig .No.    '^ 

Sunrle No.     I 

Miiblatiborg No.    ( 

MoLniio Ho.    J 

riiitor Aye.  \ 

Pooa Aj«.  I 

Camiiclianl Ave.  f 

Iloury Aye.  J 

T.  Adninn Ajo. 

M.  Smitit Ayo. 

U.H.L.10 Ayo. 

Oiimn Aye. 

Nolson  ...... Ayo. 

Poiiu Ajo. 

Hill ...Ayo. 

Burke Aye. 

Drayton Ayo, 

Langwortliy Aye. 

iltive. 
Ami  to  Iho  niipation  to 
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Mr.  riator Ajo. 

Mr.  Pncft Aye.  i  . 

Mr.  Carmichaol Aye.  f^^^' 

,  Mr.  Henry Aye 

(Mr.  T.  Adniim Ay(5.  | 
Mr.  M.  Smith Ayo.  I 
Mr.  R.  H.Lco No.     >Ayc. 
Mr.  Griffin Aye.  | 

I  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 

C  Mr.  Penn Ave.  ) 

North  Carolina -{  Mr.  IIlll Ayo.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Burko Ave.  ) 

«»»"•«•""- !SlJ:^»"yro"::;:::::::::::ai^^-- 

Georgia Mr.  Langworiby Aye.      Ayo. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  secoiul  clause  was  thou  agreed  to. 

The  article  as  ameuded  aud  agreed  to  is  as  follows : 

'^3.  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  i>riUin  of  a  coinniG 
right  in  these  States  to  fish  on  the  coasts,  bays,  and  banks  of  No\ 
Scotia,  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  coasi 
of  Labrador  and  streights  of  Belleisle;  provided  always  that  the  allies  < 
these  States  shall  be  in  circumsUmces  to  support  them  in  carrying  g 
the  war  for  such  acknowledgment.  But  that  in  no  case  by  any  treat 
of  peace  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above  described  be  given  up.' 

^lAucii  24. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  comniittc 
of  the  whole,  and  the  fourth  article  being  under  debate,  to  wit: 

4.  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  be  acknowledged  an 
ratiGed  absolutely  free  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  wjis  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  ad 
these  words:  ^^Provided^  That  the  allies  of  these  United  States  sha 
declare  themselves  in  circumstances  to  afford  elleetual  assistance  k 
ciirrying  on  the  war  until  the  said  acknowle<lginent  and  ratificatio 
shall  be  obtained." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nay 
being  required  by  Mr.  K.  II.  Lee, 

New  HampBliiro \  J}^'  ^^Vhipplc .No.     } 

*■  )  Mr.  Frost No.     y 

i  Mr.  Gorry No.     ) 

MaHsachusettfl  Bay <  Mr.  LoveH N*).     >  No. 

I  Mr.  Helton No.     > 

Rhode  Island j  m'*  n'li-'' k'''     ?No, 

)  Mr.  Collins  No.     (       ' 


Connecticut 


^  Mr.Dycr No.     >„ 

/  Mr.  Root Ayo.    S 


(  M  r.  J;iv No.    ") 

Now  York xt'l'T"  ■■ x/"-  U... 

)  M  r.  Ci.  MorriH No.     f 

[  Mr.  Floyd No.    J 

v««,  i»*.».,  S  ^1»*'  Frclinirliuysoii No.     ) .. 

New  Jersey )  Mr.  FoH  .^... No.     r""' 


ronii»iyl*auia I  ^^■ 

Ulr 

I>Fl»irnro Wr, 

(Mr. 

"-y'""" \m: 

Ulr. 

iMr. 
Mr. 
Mr! 
Mr. 
(Mr. 
(  Mr. 
Ni>H.1i  (■urr.liii!. i  Mr. 

KniiMi  (.'uniriim |  Jj'" 


Ariiinlmii;.. No.    l 

Si-nrln Mo.    I 

Hiililf-nlwri; No.     ( 

McUiio Ko.    J 

Vnnlijku No. 

Plater Aje.1 

l'"on Ajcl 

CiinitiDlmol ..No.     f 

UfMTy , No.    J 

T.  AilaniH Ayo.  \ 

V.L.Ut^ No. 

M.  8milli No,     I 

K.  M.  1*0 No.     i 

<!rimii No. 

Nclnnii Ayo.  j 

I'fini Ayo.   J 

Mill. '. Aye.  J 

Rurke Aje.  .\ 

[.niiroud No.     ) 

l)riiylon Ayr.  J 

liiiuitnrortbj Ayo. 
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Tbe  coramitteo  of  the  whole  hnvi^ig  report'ed  that  they  disagree  to 
the  fifth  article  in  the  report  referred  to  them, 

ResoUedy  That  Congress  concur  with  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved^  That  the  third  article  be  reconsidered. 

The  third  article  was  then  read,  iis  follows: 

''That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  (iroat  Ihitaiii  of  a  common 
right  in  these  States  to  fish  on  the  coasts,  bays,  and  banks  of  JMova 
Scotia,  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  Sr.  Lawrence,  the  coiists 
of  Labrador  and  streights  of  Belleisle;  provided  always  that  the  allies 
of  these  States  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  carrying  on 
the  war  for  such  acknowledgment,  but  that  in  no  case  by  any  treaty 
of  ]>eace  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  .ibove  described  be  given  up." 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. , 

to  strike  out  the  words  between  "  tojish^^  and  "  provided"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert : 

''  On  all  and  singuhir  the  fishing  banks  to  the  eastward  of  the  island 
of  Gape  Breton  and  of  Nova  Scotia  whicli  by  the  treaties  of  Utreclit 
and  of  Paris  was  ceded  to  the  King  of  Great  Britiiin  in  exclusion  of  tlie 
subjects  of  France." 

A  motion  was  miule  by  Mr.  U.  II.  Lee,  seconde<l  by  Mr.  Dyer,  as  a 
substitute  to  the  whole, 

''  That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks  of  Nortli  America 
bo  reserved  to  the  United  States  as  full^'  as  tliey  <mi  joyed  the  same  when 
subject  to  the  King  of  Grciit  Britain,  excepting  alwiiys  what  shall  have 
l»een  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the  UmttMl 
States,  the  whole  to  be  explained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris 
with  Great  Brit;vin  and  of  Paris  with  the  United  States  of  North 
America." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  be  received  as  a  substitute  ?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerr^^, 

Nei^  Hanipshiro |  Mr.  Frost A.k  J^^^' 

f  Mr.  S.  Adams Ayo.  1 

Ma«ach««,tU  B«y Uir!  Lrv^ir.yi-iiii.-.l.-.lifc  [  A.vo. 

iMr.  Holtoii Ayo.  j 

I  Mr.  Collins A.no.  ^  "•''  • 


C  Mr.  Dyo 
<  Mr.  Koo 
(  Mr.  iSpoi 


or Ayo.   ) 

CoDiiecticiit ^  Mr.  Koofc No.     ^Ajo, 

poiicor Ayo.  S 

Mr.  Jay No.  ^ 

New  York  i  Mr.  Morris No.  L. 

^^^  ^"^"^ ^  Mr.Floycl Nn.  p"' 

_ Mr.  Lewis , No.  J 

Now  Jersey .,,,.. Mr.  FoH ....No.       No, 


r  Mr.  Ariiist  roiij; Ayo.  \ 

I  Mr.  Soarle Ayo.  ( 

S  Mr.  Miihloiihorc Ave.  f 


^  j  Mr.  Miihloiihorg Aye.  [     ■'   ' 

I  Mr.  McLauo Ayo.  J 
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Delannm M».  V»ii  ))yke Aye. 

(Mr.PI»tor H*.  \ 
Mr.  Pnc* No.  I 
Mr.  CamichMl No.  f 
Mr.  Henry M».    J 

{Mt.  T.  Aawnii I 
Mr.F.L-Iyw Ajo. 
Mt.  Smith No.    ' 
Mr.  K.  H.  Loo Aye. 
Mr.Oriffin No. 
Mr.  Nelsoil Mo. 

(Mr.  roiiii No.     1 

Norlh  Oamliiia 2  Mr.  Hill No.     >No. 

i  Mr.  Unrko No.     ) 

u     n   i<  ..  ■:. ..  i  Mr.  IjauroiHi Aye,   ). 

ho..lU  (nrohna jMr.Drajto.. Vo.     {"■ 

finor|;i» Mr.  LatiKwortliy No.       Kh. 

So  tlio  RubHtiliitu  wiis  roccivoil,  itiid  tlio  iirlicle  as  tieretofuro  agrc 
to  iiuil  tlio  uiiiciiiliuciit  |iroiH)SO(I  ivoro  sot  aside.* 


CongroBB.— Action  as  to  MinlBteis  abroad— Re  Bolutions  of   Commit  tea.  I 

MABOH   24,  IT'iU 

The  committeo,  consisting  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Bllery,  t/. 

I'MIswortli,  Mr.  Utiaiio,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Senrle,  Mr.  MeKenii,  Mr.  Pitca,  h'. 

M.  Smith,  Mr.  Itirrko,  Mr.  Lniireiis,  nii<l  Mr,  Laitgwortby,  beiug  a  me 


MARCH   25,    1779.  HJ) 

'<  4.  That  Buspicions  and  aniDiosities  have  arisen  among  the  said  com- 
missioners which  may  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interest 
of  these  United  States. 

*'  5.  That  the  appointments  of  the  said  commissioners  be  vacated  and 
that  new  appointments  be  made. 

<'  6.  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner 
for  these  United  Sttites  at  a  foreign  court. 

"  7.  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United 
States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  other  public  oflice. 

'^8.  That  noperson  be  appointed  plenipotentiary,  minister,  or  commis- 
sioner for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof  and  who  has 
not  a  fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein. 

**  9.  That  fit  and  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  Mr. 
Deane's  public  accounts  and  the  public  accounts  of  all  other  persons 
who  have  transacted  the  commercial  affairs  of  these  Stiites  in  France. 

^*  10.  That  each  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  ministers,  and  commissioners 
who  now  is,  or  has  been,  or  may  be,  appointed  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
I per  annum." 

Ordered  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Friday  next 


"W.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  AfTairs.* 

Tauis,  March  25,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  Be  pleased  to  refer  to  the  foregoing  copy  of  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  25th  ultimo  by  Mr.  Stockton,  which  may  not  get  to  hand 
so  soon  as  this. 

On  the  10th  instant  an  armistice  was  published  between  the  Empe- 
ror and  King  of  Prnssia,  and  the  same  day  the  conftirenccs  were  opened 
atTeschin  in  Austrian  Silesia,  to  consolidate  and  reduce  into  form 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  contending  powers,  the  important 
articles  of  which  have  been  already  agreed  upon  by  both  parties.  The 
operations  of  warjire  consequently  ceased,  but  perhaps  the  final  signa- 
ture of  the  peace  may  not  take  place  for  some  weeks. 

The  principal  objects  of  my  coming  here  were  to  engage  this  court  to 
aid  and  assist  me  in  adopting  the  most  speedy  and  eflicacious  measures 
to  prevent  our  joint  enemies  from  reaping  considerable  advfintagefrom 
the  peace  in  Germany,  by  engaging  a  va«t  number  of  the  free  corps 
that  have  been  raised  for  this  war,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  n^en,  that  will  iill  be  disbanded  as  soon  as  the  peace  is  signed, 
and  to  aid  moii|  p^deavoring  to  get  the  German  powers  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  America,  which  would  certainly  have  a  decided  in- 
fluence on  Great  Britain,  and  induce  her  king  and  ministers  to  make 
peace  with  us  on  the  footing  of  independence. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  pf  State;  1  SparHo'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  033,  with  omtssiouQ  aud  verbal 
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As  it  is  tho  regular  and  usual  mode  in  Europe  for  one  nation  to  treat 
with  auotber  on  public  business  through  tho  medium  of  their  public  min- 
isters, I  app1ie<l  to  Dr.  Franklin  on  my  arrival  here,  as  the  American 
minister  at  this  court,  to  go  with  me  to  his  excellency  Count  de  Yer- 
gennes,  to  consult  with  him  on  tliese  points.  The  doctor  declined  doing 
so,  Staying  he  was  so  liltle  acquainted  with  German  affairs  that  he  could 
not  meddle  with  them.  I  told  him  that  it  was  not  his  knowledge  or  idea 
of  the  German  politics  that  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  minister,  but 
mine,  on  which  the  minister  would  form  his  own  judgment  with  respect 
to  the  propriety  of  my  propositions,  but  unless  they  were  made  to  him  in 
the  regular  mode  by  the  minister  of  Congress  at  this  court  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  he  would  pay  much  attention  to  what  came  from  me, 
as  an  individual  unauthorized  by  Congress  to  treat  with  him  on  great 
political  subjects.  The  doctor  still  refused  either  to  go  with  me  or  to 
write  by  me  on  the  Hubjcct  to  Count  de  Vergeunes.  1  shall,  however, 
do  everytliing  that  is  in  my  power  to  accomplish  these  desirable  ends, 
and  from  the  present  appearance  of  things  it  appears  to  me  most  prob- 
able that  I  shall  succeed  in  one,  if  not  both,  the  objects  in  view,  if  I 
can  obtain  the  aid  and  concurrence  of  the  ministry  here. 

These  are  certainly  objects  of  high  importance,  especially  with  re- 
spect to  the  troops,  as  the  British  ministry  have  now  several  officers  in 
pay  in  Germany  waiting  to  engage  them.  Our  enemies,  it  seems,  are 
determined  to  prosecute  the  war  against  us  at  least  for  this  year;  their 
plan  must  be  begun  before  this  gets  to  hand,  and  therefore  opened  to  you, 
which  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  mention  anything  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

With  this  is  a  letter  to  his  excellency  President  Jay,  covering  my 
reply  to  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Silas  Deane  against  me  in  his  letter  to 
Congress  of  the  12th  of  October  last,  and  his  letter  to  the  public  in 
Dunlap's  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  December  6,  to  be  laid  before  Congress, 
which  1  flatter  myvsclf  will,  in  the  mind  of  every  impartial  person,  be 
not  only  a  full  vindication  of  m^^  conduct,  but  also  prove  how  little  credit 
is  due  to  any  assertions  of  Mr.  Deane.  As  to  myself  personally,  I  am 
perfectly  at  ease  with  respect  to  the  weak  and  wicked  attempts  of  Mr. 
Deane  to  injure  me,  for  I  am  shielded  with  the  invincible  armor  of  in- 
nocence ;  but  the  injury  his  daring  publication  has  done  to  the  common 
cause  of  America  in  Europe  is  not  easily  to  be  delineated,  and  I  can 
assure  you,  with  truth,  that  our  enemies  are  more  elated  at  it  than 
they  would  have  been  with  a  capital  victory.  The  reason  for  their  ex- 
ultation is  too  evident  to  require  mentioning.  Besides,  it  has  created  a 
diflidcnce  in  the  minds  of  the  Europeans,  which  will  embarass  extremely 
every  attempt  at  public  negotiations,  since  few  ministers  will  treat 
with  a  people  who  permit  everything  that  passes  to  be  wantonly  pub- 
lished to  the  world  with  impunity.  I  trust,  however,  the  wivSdom  of 
Congress  will  not  let  its  attention  be  drawn  off  from  the  great  and  prin- 
cipal object  of  providing  effectually  for  defeating  the  open  and  secret 
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efforts  of  our  eneniios  against  ns,  and  finally  to  force  them  to  an  hon- 
orable peace,  which  I  am  convinced  they  will  not  accede  to  until  they 
are  driven  off  the  continent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Lee. 


FrankHn  to  A.  Lee.* 

Passy,  March  27,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  not  hitherto  undertaken  to  justify  Mr.  Williams' accounto, 
nor  to  censure  your  conduct  in  not  pnssinfir  them.  To  prevent  any 
suspicion  of  partiality  towards  him  as  my  nephew  I  avoided  having 
anything  to  do  with  the  examination  of  them,  but  left  it  entirely  to 
you  and  Mr.  Adams.  After  th<it  examination  Mr.  Adams  drew  up 
and  sent  me  in,  for  signing,  the  order  you  mention.  1  considered  the 
expressions  in  it  }is  only  serving  to  show  that  the  accounts  were  not 
finally  settled;  and  I  considered  Mr.  Adams'  drawing  up  and  seiuling 
me  the  order  as  a  proof  that,  in  his  judgment,  who  had  with  3'ou  ex- 
amined the  accounts,  the  bills  drawn  on  M.  Grnnd  ought  to  be  paid.  I 
therefore  signed  it.  I  was  not,  as  you  suppose,  convinced  "  that  the 
accounts  as  they  stood  could  not  bepassedy^^  for,  having  never  examined 
them,  I  could  form  no  sncii  opinion  of  tliem. 

It  was  not  till  lately  that,  being  pressed  by  M.  Monthieu  for  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  and  finding  that  they  hsul  a  reference  to  Mr. 
Williams,  I  got  those  from  Mr.  Adams.  Tiiey  wen*,  put  up  in  a  paper 
case,  which  covered  the  note  you  had  made  upon  tliein,  and  that  case 
was  fastened  with  wax.  This  prevented  the  notes  being  before 
seen  either  by  myself  or  by  Mr.  Adams,  among  whose  papers  you  had 
left  those  accounts.  He  was  as  much  surprised  at  s('<Mng  it  as  I  was, 
and  as  much  dissatisfied  with  another  you  had  made  in  the  body  of  tlie 
accounts,  which,  taken  with  the  first,  imports,  that,  notwithstanding  it 
appeared  from  Mr.  Williams'  own  account  that  he  has  now  and*  has  long 
had  in  his  hands  upwards  of  an  hundred  thousand  livres  belonging  to 
the  public  that  have  not  been  applied  to  the  public  use,  '^  1\,  Franklin 
and  John  Adams,  esqrs.,  had  given  an  order  on  the  public  banker  for 
the  payment  of  all  Mr.  Williams'  demands." 

This,  being  a  severe  reflection  ui)on  us  both,  might  be  suspected,  if  I 
were  disposed  to  be  suspicious,  as  one  reason  why  it  was  shown  to 
neither  of  us,  but  left  concealed  among  the  papers,  to  appear  hereafter 
as  a  charge  not  controverted  at  the  time,  whereby  a  future  accusation 
might  be  confirmed.  Mr.  Adams  s[)oke  in  strong  terms  of  your  liaving 
no  right  to  enter  notes  upon  papers  without  our  consent  or  knowledge, 
and  talked  of  making  a  counter  entry,  in  which  he  would  have  shown 
that  your  assertion  of  our  liaving  **  given  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
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all  Mr,  Williainn'  (leinnnds"  was  not  couforinable  (o  trath  nor  to  t 
express  terms  of  tlto  order,  but  bis  attention  being  taken  np  wiUi  wli 
related  to  his  departure,  was  probably  tbe  canse  of  his  omitting 
make  tliat  entry.  On  tlie  wiiole,  I  jndged  it  now  iDOumbcDt  on  me  f 
my  own  Rake  nud  for  Mr.  Adams',  as  well  as  for  tbe  pnblic  interest, 
have  tbooe  iwcoiuits  fully  cxnmiued,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  akUlfid  ai 
impartial  persoiiH,  of  wliicli  I  informetl  yon  in  miue  of  tbe  13tb  instai 
requesting  you  to  aid  the  in(iuiry  by  stating  your  objections,  that  tb< 
niigbt  bo  considered  by  tliose  judges,  which  I  am  sorry  yon  do  n 
think  lit  to  comply  witli.  I  bare  no  desire  to  screen  Mr.  Williams  i 
nccoiiut  of  his  being  my  nephew ;  if  lie  is  guilty  of  what  yoa  char 
him  with,  I  care  not  how  soon  he  is  deservedly  jmnisbed  and  thefami 
purged  of  him;  furl  take  itthatarogue  living  in  [n]  fbniily  ia  a  great 
disgrace  to  it  than  one  hanged  out  of  it.  If  he  is  innocent,  justice  i 
quires  that  his  character  should  be  speedily  cleared  from  the  hea' 
charge  with  which  it  has  been  loadetl. 
1  have,  etc., 

B.  Fbanklih.* 


Franklin  to  A.  Lee.t 

Pabbt,  March  27, 1779. 
Sir:  Tbe  offer  you  matloof  sending  nie  copies,  sealed  and  autben 
catcd,  of  ill]  tbe  papers  in  your  bands  is  very  sntisfactory,  and  as  yi 
say  they  arc  but  few,  I  BU|>pose  it  may  soon  be  done.  I  imagined  wb< 
I  desired  you  to  send  nic  tlio  originals  that  tbey  were  a  great  many  ai 
at  present  of  nn  importance  to  you,  and  therefore  not  worth  copying 
I  assure  you  1  liiid  not  the  leant  intention  of  depriving  you  of  an 
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Congress —Call  on  Members  for  Information  as  to  Foreign  Affairs.* 

March  27, 1779. 

A  motion  was  mado  by  Mr.  M.  Smitb,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  in 
tbe  following  words: 

<' Whereas  it  is  of  tbe  utmost  importance  that  Congress  sbould  be 
well  informed  of  tbe  situation  of  tbe  several  courts  of  Europe,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  views  and  designs  of  tbe  British  ministry ;  and  whereas 
tbe  servants  of  tbe  United  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  iu  their 
public  letters  given  satisfactory  information  on  that  subject,  and  have 
written  private  letters  to  individuals,  members  of  this  House,  which 
have  lately  arrived.    Therefore, 

^^Sesolved^  That  tbe  members  of  Congress  be  called  on  from  the  chair 
to  declare  upon  their  honor  whether  they  Imve  received  any,  and  wbat 
intelligence  relative  to  the  views  and  designs  of  any  of  the  European 
courts,  and  particularly  of  tbe  court  of  Oreat  Britain." 

On  tbe  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  tbe  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.    Aye. 

t  Mr.  LoveH Aye.  ) 

Maasachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  S.  Adaiim Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Ho] ton Aye.  S 

i>i.^»  ff..i».wi  }  Mr.  CoUiiis No.    ?,. 

Rhodol8laud jMr.EUery Aye.  ^  * 


i  Mr.  Dyer Aye.  ) 

CoDDeciicat. <  Mr.  Root Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spoiicer Nn.    ) 

N-voric rJJ:i?„"„u:;:;:::::::::::l^:::JA.ve. 

New  Jersey Mr.  Veil Aye.     Aye . 

( Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ] 

I  Mr.  Searle Ayo.  | 

Penusylvauia ^  Mr.  Shippen Aye.  )  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Mnlilenherg Aye.  | 

i^Mr.  McLane Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke Aye.    Aye. 


f  Mr.  Plater Aye.  1 

l^M".  Henry Aye.  J 


\r»...ri.n.i  J  Mr.  Paca Aye.  Ia..« 

Maryland <  ^^  n^^^\nUn.A  a;.«    /Aye. 


Virginia <  Mr.  M.  Smith Ave.  ^Ave. 

""     Gridiu No..  | 

Nelson Aye.  J 


'    J  Mr.  Carmichael Aye. 

^M".  Henry Aye. 

fMr.  T.  Adams Aye.  ^ 
Mr.  R.  11.  L<»e Aye.  f 

{  Mr. 

Mr. 

I  Mr. 

«-'•>  Carolina \  ^,\^-:::::::::  ^j^,  [a,o. 

sonth  caro.:„a }  ^^';:  {f^ft:." :::::::  ::.••.•.:'?::  !'V- 

Georgia Mr.  Lang  wort  hy Aye.     A  yc. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflirmative. 

A  motion  wa«  made  by  Mr.  ilolton,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  11.  IT.  Lee, 
to  strike  out  tbe  words  in  the  preanibks  **  and  wlioroas  tbo.  servants  of 
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llin  Uiiileil  States  at  I'tireign  courta  liave  iiot  iu  Ibeir  pnblio  lette 
given  sAlisrnctoiy  iufoimatiou  on  tbat  subject,  aud  Iiave  vritttjii  priva 
letters  lo  individuals,  iiiembcrs  of  tbis  House,  wbicb  liuve  lately  b 
rived." 

Tlie  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  cuutaiuiug  two  parts,  tbe  sari 
vfvrii  divided ;  and  on  the  question  tbat  the  first  part,  as  far  as  tlie  won 
"  on  that  subject,"  iuclusivo,  stand  {lart  of  tbe  preamble,  Ibe  yeas  at 
uaya  being  ri!quirG<l  by  Mr.  9mitb. 


Nvw  llai 


SMr.  Lnvoll No. 
Mr.  S.  Adama Ni>. 
Mr.  Hi.It«n Mo. 

in„i„i  i„.  1  IMr.Colliua Mo. 

Kbo-lo  Jslnml {  Mr.  Ellery Mo. 

i  Mr.  Hoot ...No. 
Mr,  Dyor 


I  Mr. 


..No. 


Nei 


i  Mr.  Jay Ayu.  (  .„„ 

.Mr.Morria Aye.  (**"■ 

'  JerHoy Mr.  Foil . ....Aye.    Ayu. 

t  Mr.  A  riimlroii); Nti.   1 


I  Mr. 


..No. 


I'liniisjls-aiiift {Mr.  Searto Mo.    SN 

1  Mr.  Miibleuborir Mo. 

(Mr.  MoLaiie No.   J 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke So       M 

{Mr.  Plater Ayo.  1 
Mr.  Pnca No.     U 
Mr.  CariDiobael Avo.  [ 
Mr.  llenry Mo. 

{Mr.  T.  Adams Aye. ' 
Mr.  F.  I..  Imv .-..No. 
Mr.  Siiiitli Avo. 
Mr.  K.  II.  Lbd  . 
Mr.Griniu Ayu.  | 
Mr.  NoIbou  ' 

:.  Pen II.. 
-.  Biirkit. 
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informed  that  tbey  bave  reported,  but  that  the  report  has  not  been 
considered  by  Congress,  nor  any  resolutions  passed  tliereou.  This  forces 
me  again  to  apply  to  Congress,  and  to  lay  before  that  honorable  bod}'  in 
part  Diy  situation.  1  have  been  near  four  years  absent  from  my  family 
and  pi ivate  affairs,  which  have  suffered  exceedingly  thereby.  More 
than  three  3'ear8  of  the  time  I  have  been  in  the  actual  service  of  Congress. 
The  settlement  of  the  commissioners'  accounts  and  my  own  will  show 
to  demonstration  that  I  have  received  nothing  tiierefor  except  money 
for  my  necessary  expenses.  When  the  onlers  of  Congress  and  the  serv- 
iceof  these  States  required  my  immediate  return,  I  took  with  meone  hun- 
dred and  eighty  louis  d'ors,  or  guineas  only,  to  defray  my  expenses  and 
those  of  four  Americans  and  a  servant  to  America.  Two  of  the  Ameri- 
cans were  captains  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  had  escaped 
from  prison  iu  England.  Of  the  other  two,  one  had  been  taken  in  a  pri- 
vate ship  of  war  which  he  commanded,  and  had  also  escaped  from  prison ; 
the  other  was  a  captain  in  the  merchant  service.  Our  journey  to  Toulon, 
which  is  near  six  hundred  miles,  was  expensive,  and  was  defrayed  by  me. 
Our  passage  from  Toulon  to  America  was  at  the  expense  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty.  I  took  those  American  captains  with  me  by  the 
advice  and  at  the  desire  of  the  ministers  of  France  and  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
these  captains  being  well  acquainted  with  the  American  coast.  I  have 
been  for  more  than  eight  months  past  in  this  city,  and  at  an  expense  to 
which  my  private  fortune  is  by  no  means  adequiite,  tliough  1  have  regu- 
lated my  expenses  by  the  strictest  economy  my  situation  could  admit  of. 
1  will  not  trouble  Congress  with  mentioning  what  has  passed  since  my 
return.  The  loss  of  my  private  property  is  of  no  consideration  with  me 
if  my  country  is  in  anyway  essentially  served  tiicroby ;  but  whilst  Con- 
gress defer  coming  to  any  resolution  respecting  n)y  public  services  as 
tbeir  agent  and  commissioner,  what  is  dearer  to  me  tiian  life  or  fortune, 
my  character,  is  attacked,  and  liable  to  suffer  from  the  groundless  and 
base  insinuations  of  some  and  from  the  open  calumnies  of  others.  1 
Ciin  not  but  think  it  au  act  of  justice  due  not  only  to  me  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  to  Congress  and  the  public  in  general,  that  my  conduct  be 
either  approved  of  or  censured.  I  have  most  surely  merited  one  or  the 
other,  from  the  important  part  I  have  acted,  and  the  manner  in  whiijh 
I  have  transacted  it.  I  had  the  honor  of  bringing  with  me  testimonials, 
not  only  from  my  late  venerable  colleague,  but  from  his  most  Ciiristian 
majesty  and  his  ministers,  in  favor  of  my  conduct  whilst  iu  France. 
They  have  been  long  since  laid  before  Congress,  and  1  can  not  but  con- 
ceive that  if  I  have  merited  the  calumnies  which  have  for  some  months 
pivst  l>een  ])ublicly  thrown  out  against  me  and  industriously  spread 
through  these  States,  justice  to  those  great  ])iMsonages  who  conde- 
Sf^ended  to  interest  themselves  so  warmly  in  my  favor  requires  that  my 
demerits  should  be  publicly  known  and  made  to  appear,  tiiat  they  may 
no  longer  be  deceived  or  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  respecting  my  real 
character  and  merits. 
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A  writer,  who  has  been  busily  employed  for  three  months  past  in 
inventing  and  pablishing  the  most  scandalous  falsehoods  in  order  to 
injure  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  countrymen,  has  produced  in  Dunlap's 
paper  of  the  27th  instant  two  charges  against  me,  the  one  for  ^^nego- 
tiating an  intended  present  into  a  loan^^  or,  in  other  words,  of  defrauding 
my  honorable  constituents  of  a  large  sum  of  money ;  the  other,  of  in- 
tercepting and  destroying  the  public  dispatches  in  order  to  cover  the 
fraud.  This  writer  has  not  long  since  been  in  the  employ  of  Congress 
as  a  secretary  or  clerk,  of  which  circunistiince  he  avails  himself  to  give 
force  to  his  calumnies,  and  htvs  had  the  confidence  to  appeal  to  Con- 
gress for  the  truth  of  his  assertions,  though  he  knew  at  the  time  that 
Congress  had  unanimously  contradicted  the  first,  and  that  the  latter 
was  but  the  creature  of  his  own  forming.  From  the  moment  that  I  was 
ordered  by  Congress  to  lay  before  them,  in  writing,  a  narration  of  my 
public  transactions  I  have  considered  myself  as  being  before  that  tri- 
bunal, and  no  other,  and  under  their  immediate  protection,  and  conse- 
quently not  nt  liberty  to  take  that  notice  of  the  publications  of  this 
writer  or  of  his  prompters  which,  as  an  individual  otherways  circum- 
stanced, I  should  have  took  long  since.  This  consideration,  and  the 
full  reliance  I  have  ever  placed  on  the  justice  of  Congress,  have  pre- 
vented my  making  any  reply  to  the  many  base  and  false  insinuations 
thrown  out  by  this  writer  and  others  against  me ;  and  I  have  been  en- 
couraged to  wait  with  patience  for  the  decit^ion  of  Congress  by  repeated 
promises  that  a  speedy  issue  should  be  made  of  those  affairs. 

I  now  submit  it  to  tbat  honorable  body  whether,  if  my  patience  is 
exhausted,  I  ought  to  be  deemed  culpable,  and  have  further  to  entreat 
that,  if  Congress  or  any  of  its  members  entertain  any  apprehensions 
that  I  am  guilty  of  the  two  charges  brought  against  me  (to  which  I 
have  referred),  or  on  any  other  account  whatever,  that  I  may  be  heard 
before  Congress,  and  I  submit  it  to  their  wisdom  to  determine  how 
public  the  inquiry  shall  be,  assuring  them  that  the  more  public  the 
scrutiny  shall  be  into  every  part  of  my  conduct  the  more  agreeable  it 
will  be  to  me.  I  have  only  to  entreat  furtber,  that  a  decisive  answer 
may  be  given  to  me  on  the  above  re()uesti<r,  and  that  you  will  be  assured 
of  my  unalterable  respect  and  attachment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  March  31,1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  season  proper  for  my  de- 
parture  for  Franco  is  coming  on,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  you  to 
persuade  Coiigre.ss  to  hasten  the  time  of  it  as  much  as  possible.     Even 
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if  my  health  did  not  require  this  voyage,  circumstances  would  have 
indaced  me  to  undertake  it,  because  I  perceive  how  imporbuit  it  is  for 
the  common  cansethat  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  those  men 
alone  who  are  informed  of  the  actual  state  of  things  and  opinions  in 
'America,  and  who  enjoy  an  unlimited  confidence,  should  be  employed 
in  this  negotiation. 

Besides,  sir,  as  I  must  presume  from  tbe  wisdom  of  Congress  that 
they  have  made  the  same  reflections,  that  they  have  fixed,  or  will  fix, 
the  choice  of  their  minister  or  ministers  plenipotentiary  in  consequence 
of  what  they  must  also  have  felt,  that  the  only  way  of  proceeding  is  to 
choose  persons  who  sliould  enjoy  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  allied  or 
friendly  courts,  and  to  furnish  them  witli  the  fullest  and  most  exten- 
sive powers.  In  this  case  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  proper  that  I  should 
depart  with  one  or  more  of  your  ministers,  and  it  is  an  additional  motive 
for  urging  this  whole  arrangement,  with  which  your  own  interest  in- 
spires me,  by  increasing  my  eagerness  to  go  where  I  shall  think  myself 
happy  to  announce  that  union  and  unanimity  prevail  in  America. 

Moreover,  sir,  I  request  you  to  inform  me  in  what  manner  Congress 
will  judge  proper  that  I  should  take  my  leave  with  regard  to  the 
secrecy  which  I  endeavor  to  keep  as  to  my  speedy  departure.  I  also 
flatter  myself  that,  if  they  shall  think  proper  to  give  me  any  commis- 
sion, they  will  rely  upon  my  carrying  into  Franco  the  same  zeal  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  common  cau.se,  of  which  I 
have  sought  to  give  proofs  during  my  residence  in  Amerii^a. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

Gerard, 


Franklin  to  Say  re.* 

Passv,  March  31,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  tUo  lOtli  instant  from  Copen- 
bagen.  The  account  you  give  of  the  disposition  of  the  Swedish  court  is 
very  agreeable.  I  saw  in  the  newS|)apers  that  a  deputy  of  the  Congress 
was  at  Stockholm.  Did  you  obtain  the  audiences  you  mention  by  as- 
Burning  that  character  f  The  information  you  did  not  choose  to  venture 
by  the  post  from  Copenhagen  maybe  safely  sent  from  Amsterdam. 

1  am  not,  as  you  have  heard,  the  sole  representative  of  America  in 
Europe.  The  conmissions  of  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  William  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Izard  to  different  courts  still  subsist.  I  am  only  sole  with  regard 
to  France:  nor  have  I  power  to  give  any  employ  worth  your  accept- 
ing. 

Much  has  been  said  by  the  English  about  divisions  in  America.  No 
division  of  any  consequence  has  arisen  tiiero.     Petty  disputes  between 
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imrticiilnr  jteraoiis  nboiit  private  iiitereetA  there  are  always  in  ere 
coiii>tr>,  but  with  regiinl  (o  tlie  great  point  or  iudeiieudeuce  there  is  i 
(lill'eronce  of  sftntimciit  in  tlie  CongruBS ;  niid  as  the  Oougress  are  tl 
annual  cboiue  of  tlio  pco|)le,  it  in  caHy  to  judge  of  tbeir  Bentimenta  1 
those  of  thpir  representative. 

Tlio  tiiliitig  of  Savannnli  makes  a  noise  in  England,  aiid  helps  to  ke 
up  their  spirits :  but  J  iippi-uliend  before  the  snuiuicr  iti  over  they  w 
find  the  ^lossession  of  that  ca[iital  of  Georgia  of  as  little  consequence 
tiieir  former  possesHJoiin  of  Bonton  and  Philatlelphia;  and  that  the  d 
temiiers  of  that  nnw)iole»omo  part  of  the  country  will  verj-  much  weahi 
if  not  rnii)  thnt  army. 

The  principal  dtllii^nlty  nt  present  in  America  consists  in  thedepi 
ciutioo  of  their  cnrrttucy,  owing  to  the  over  tgunntities  issued  and  t 
dimini'died  demand  for  it  in  coranierco.  But  as  the  Congress  baa  taki 
measures  for  sinking  it  expeditiously,  and  the  several  governments  a 
taxing  vigorously  for  that  purjtose,  there  is  a  prospect  of  its  reooverii 
a  proper  value.  In  the  mean  time,  though  an  evil  to  particulars,  the 
is  some  advantage  to  the  [Kibltc  in  the  de|>reciation,  as  large  nomiu 
values  are  moio  citnily  paid  iu  taxes  and  the  debt  by  that  means  luo 
easily  nxtiuguishcd, 

1  have  tbo  honor  to  l>o,  sir,  etc. 


Frankltu  to  ^VllUam  I>ea.* 

I'ASSY,  AptHl  2,  1779. 

Sin  :  Deforc  I  ii|>ply  for  tlie  arms  you  desire,  I  wish  to  be  inform 

whether  your  brother  did  not  npply  for  tliem  at  the  same  time  ho  n 
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they  desiro  that  I  would  proonre  jastico  to  be  done  them,  or  that  I 
would  approve  of  their  seudiug  the  goods  and  endeavor  to  have  the 
contract  complied  with  on  the  part  of  Virginia.  I  declined  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  afTair,  but  I  wish  you  to  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  moderate  this  little  difference  with  those  people,  and 
take  the  advantage  of  sending  those  arms,  which  have  been  proved 
good,  and  I  suppose  still  lie  at  Nantes  ready  to  be  sliipi>ed  immediatel}', 
rather  than  wait  the  success  of  a  doubtful  application. 

I  have,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Philadelimha,  April  2,  1779. 

Sir:  I  am  without  an  answer  to  the  letter  I  did  myself  the  honor  of 
writing  to  yon  the  30th  ultimo.  As  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  Phila- 
delphia in  a  few  days  at  furthest,  I  have  again  to  solicit  a  decisive  reply 
to  iuy  last.  Justice  to  my  fortune  as  well  as  character  requires  it,  and 
I  can  by  no  means  bring  myself  to  suppose  tiiat  Congress  will  ever 
refuse  the  doing  justice  either  to  the  chanvcter  or  fortune  of  any  free 
citizen  of  these  States,  much  less  that  they  will  any  longer  delay  it  to 
one  in  their  service  and  under  their  immediate  protection,  and  who  has 
for  many  months  past  been  soliciting  for  justice,  as  well  to  his  fortune 
as  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  atta<;hnient,  etc., 

SiLA.s  Deane. 


Congress— Action  as  to  Ministers  Abroad. t 

Ai'RIL  3,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tenn,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 

Resolved  unanwwtish/j  That  Congress  will  tak(s  into  consideration  the 
re|)ort  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  on  Tuesday  next. 

According  to  order  the  report  was  taken  into  consideration  on  Tues- 
day, the  6th,  resumed  again  on  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  fol- 
lowing, and  after  debate,  Congress  agreed  to  the  first  and  second 
articles. 


Franlclin  to  Adams,  t 

Tassy,  April  3, 1779. 
Sir:  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  of  the 
24th  past.    I  am  glad  you  have  been  at  Brest,  .is  your  incsence  there 
hascoutribqtenlt^pexpedite  the  operations  of  Cai>tain  Landais  in  refitting 
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bis  sbip.  I  think  witli  ;ou  tliat  more  lias  been  made  of  the  coii8pinM}< 
than  was  necesstirj',  but  that  it  wonid  bave  been  welt  if  some  of  tl 
must  guilty  could  have  received  a  proper  pnuishment.  As  that  wi 
impracticable  under  our  present  naval  code,  I  hope  you  irill  od  foi 
return  obtain  an  nniciidment  of  it.  I  approve  of  clothing  the  midshi 
men  and  petty  odicors  agreeably  to  their  request  to  you,  and  hope  y< 
have  ordered  it  witliout  waiting  to  hoar  from  mo;  and  I  now  desire  th: 
whatever  else  yoii  may  judge  for  the  gooil  of  the  service,  our  fum 
and  circumstances  considered,  you  would  in  my  behalf  give  direcUoi 
for,  as  the  great  distance  makes  it  incouvenient  to  send  to  me  oa  evei 
occaxion,  and  1  unn  confide  in  your  prudence  that  you  will  allow  no  e 
ponse  that  is  uiiucccssary. 

My  gout  coiitiiuies  to  disable  me  from  walking  longer  than  formorl; 
but  on  Tuesday,  tlio  23d  post,  I  thought  myself  able  to  go  through  tl 
ceremony,  and  accordingly  went  to  court,f  had  my  aadieoce  of  tl 
king  in  the  new  character,  presented  my  letter  of  credence,  and  wi 
received  very  graciously,  aft«r  which  I  went  the  rounds  with  the  oth< 
foreign  ministers  in  visiting  all  the  royal  family.  The  fatigue,  howevc 
was  a  little  too  much  for  my  feet,  and  disabled  me  for  near  another  wee 
U|>on  the  whole,  I  can  assnre  yon  tbati  do  not  think  the  good  will 
tins  court  to  the  good  ouise  of  Amoriea  is  at  all  diminished  by  the  la 
little  reverses  in  the  fortune  of  war;  and  I  hope  Spaiu,  who  bae  no 
forty-nine  ships  of  the  line  and  tbirtyone  frigates  ready  for  serrioe,  w: 
soon,  by  tlucliiring,  turn  the  scale. 

Bemcmber  mouQ'cctiouately  to  Master  Johnny,  and  believe  me, etc 

B.  Fra.nki.in. 
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Bay,  where  they  are  to  embark,  after  baviiig  phirulered,  burned,  and 
destroyed  all  in  their  way.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re8i)ect  and  esteem,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient  hnmble  servant, 

Arthur  Lee. 


Gtorard  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 
[Translation.] 

Mount  Pleasant,  Ainil  C,  1779. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  the  abstract  of  news  which  I 
have  just  received  from  Martinique.  It  is  not  very  interesting,  but  it 
will  at  least  make  known  the  present  state  of  things.  I  send  at  the 
same  time  a  paper  relative  to  a  financial  openitiou  which  .has  been  per- 
forme<l  in  France.  I  request  you  to  send  it  biick  to  mo  again,  and  to 
accei>t  the  sentiments  of  respect  with  which  I  luive  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

Gerard. 


ABSTRACT  OP  8EVKRAL  LETTERS  DATED  MARTINIQUE,  FEBRUARY  25. 

The  king's  vessels  liobu9te,  of  seventy-four  gnus,  coiiiinanded  by  the  Coitut  do 
Qrssae,  oonimander  of  the  squadron ;  Mttgnifitjue,  of  seventy- four,  by  M.  de  Drniiclio ; 
Dauphin  Bojfal  of  seventy,  by  M.  de  Mittou ;  and  Vengeurf  of  sixty-four,  by  M.  do  Ret/., 
having  sailed  from  Brest  tho  Hth  of  January,  arrived  at  Fort  Royal  the  20tli  of  this 
mouth.  Thoy  had  on  board  tho  second  iield  regiment,  eight  hundred  and  fifty  re- 
cruits and  a  company  of  miners. 

March  6. 
Wo  learn  that  Admiral  Byron  has  on  his  part  also  received  a  re-en forcenumt,  but  wo 
do  not  know  the  force  of  it.  He  hos  not  yet  undertaken  any  operation.  He  h.'iH  only 
twice  sailed  out  with  somo  shipH,  but  ho  returned  the  day  after.  It  in  true  that  ho 
has  not  troops  enough  lo  make  conquests  and  to  preserve  theni.  Sickness  continues 
to  make  great  ravages  among  those  that  are  at  Bt.  Lucia. 


*  This  information,  so  far  as  it  implied  that  the  expedition  up  the  Connecticut  river 
was  the  main  movement  of  tho  coming  British  campaign,  waH  calculated  to  mislead, 
that  object  being  the  devastation  of  the  south.  The  diversion  to  Connecticut  (of 
which  each  campaign  had  a  sample)  was  not  till  Jnly  5,  after  a  similar  excursion  up 
the  North  river.  The  British  troops,  two  thousand  six  hundred  in  number,  landed  at 
New  Haven  (not  Wetheisfield),  and  then  proceeded  in  their  work  of  devastation 
through  Fairfield  and  Norwalk.  They  were  recalled  on  July  l.'l  for  the  operations  car- 
ried on  in  the  south  and  against  Washington  in  the  Jerseys.  Marshall,  in  narrating  tho 
British  campaign  of  1779,  speaks  as  follows:  ''When  the  jiacific  propositions  made 
(by  Britain)  in  1778  wf^re  rejected,  the  resolution  seems  to  have  been  taken  to  change 
materially  the  object  of  their  military  opesatious ;  .and,  maintaining  posseasion  of  tho 
islands  of  New  Yorl^,  to  direct  their  arms  against  the  southern  states,  on  which,  it 
was  believed,  a  considerable  impression  might  bo  madc.^' — I  Marshall's  Washington, 
292.    The  raid  of  July  into  Connecticut  is  not  oven  noticed  as  part  of  their  scheme. 
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March  0, 
Tlio  convo;  Trotii  l->Knoc,  ao  mnoh  wiaheil  for,  haa  Jast  ktrlred,  attended  1>;  idbi 

Tho  inliinils  uf  St.  Krnrtiii  nml  St.  Baitholomair,  nhlcb  Uio  EoglUfa  bad  takeu  tn 
an,  bnvo  Jiiitt  licen  rolakpii,  witlioiit  miicb  oxertioit,  by  lliree  of  our  Trigfttev,  aod  . 
eii<l  |iiit  to  tli«  triiiiiipli  wliiRli  <iiir  otiemlee  b»d  ren)>ctl  froin  tble  e«ay  oouijneat. 

M.  lis  Kcrsin,  llic  lii'tiluiiniit  o(  tlio  itbl|i,  tuok  twopdEOB  ]a«t  week  ;  oiio  kninroha 
ntora-aliiii  called  I'liia,  nrmcd  nilh  tTrentf-eight  tn'elve-])a>iiidi'n.  Hrr  cruw  co 
BiHtRil  of  nnehiinilruil  nml  fairtf  moll,  aud  ber  cargo  of  pruTiaiooinnd  saila  to  tlie  val 
ol  Uvpiitj-Ave  thoiiHiiiidlivroH.  Tbeatoro-ahiii  woHaboatbed  wilbcop])«r.  Tlioolb 
ia  a  privateer  uf  ciglili<cn  kiitik,  Mid  witbaorawofacvooty'aixnieii.  Some  Anioric 
privatacrahuvoBcnt  hero  two  (iiixca,  coming  froiii  llalifai,  loaded  with  flab  aud  boan 
The  ifiHerra  liaa  niau  carrleil  to  Caiw  FraUfOia  auolher  KiiHliah  frignle  of  tvoDl 
four  guiia.  Tbo  iibility  of  Itiii  captitiu  aaved  lior  from  lheilaD)[erof  being  Inkeu  bj 
Mbi|>  of  nar  and  tbi-eu  friKalea,  by  which  ahe  had  been  aurprlaed  iu  a  calm, 

HARTtNiqiJB,  Jforok  14. 
Wo  lonni  frQiii  Franco  that  iiewa  baa  been  roceivoil  by  Portagueae  Tcaaela  ratncnt 
friim  liidfa  tbnt  tbeKtiRliabeoiiimenctMlIioatiiitieaajtaiiiattbe  rrenuh  lii  the  mouth 
April.  AnUip  iif  wnrund  afriitalu  attacked  at  Ihat  time  the  BriUianI,  oraevoDty-fo 
gnus,  coriitiiiiiidiiil  by  M.  do  'I'rot^oly,  who  repollad  llie  attiick.  We  learn  also  th 
llipy  arc  malting  gi-ciit  u^nrlioiia  for  tbo  ropuir  nnil  nrming  of  a  force  of  forty-fl 
privatocn,  wliicli  Mm  niyal  navy  lioa  takeu  from  tlie  UDgliali,  au<l  tliat  the  gi«ut 
part  of  tbuao  vcaaoU  will  in  a  abort  timo  bo  ready  to  sail. 

ItALTiMORK,  April  2. 
Tho  uniitain  of  a  n1oo|i,  wbiob  lina  arrived  iu  twcuty-two  days  froio  Hartlnlqii 
rnpnrta  that  eickiicsH  bait  iiiailo  dreadful  ravagea  in  tbo  Engllah  army  and  Ueet  at  G 
Ijtlcial  that  ttio  two  a'tiiadnina  aro  aiippoacit  to  be  nearly  oqnal  in  forou;  that  tl 
FroiicUfrigatiia  am  ciiiiitantly  at  eon,  often  engaging  with  the  Engllah;  that  one 
tho  fiiriiier  has  takvn  the  frigate)  lArerpiml,  ortwunty-niiguiia;  that  In  other  roapeo 
thoaitnatioii  of  thu  Kninc.b  im  niliroly  naMHfaut(iry  tu  tlioiii ;  aud  that  they  apfioar 
lie  iinc<iiiccrno<l  with  r<'g;icd  In  tbo  buccobs  of  tho  u[ieratiooa  which  Admiral  Byri 
intenda  to  uudurtako. 
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Tbej  are  free  meu  as  Boon  as  they  land  in  France,  and  may  enlist  with 
which  captain  they  please. 

I  shall  by  this  post  give  the  orders  you  desire  to  M.  Schweighauser 
and  Captain  Landais  relating  to  your  passage  and  sea  stores,  though 
1  did  not  think  them  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


Franklin  to  Johnson.* 

Passy,  April  8,  1779. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Wra.  Lee  has  lately  been  here  from  Frankfort.  He  ha<l  de- 
sired me  to  make  such  an  application  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia as  you  request  in  behalf  of  Maryland.  Messrs.  d'Acosta  ^  Co. 
bad  complained  to  me  that  they  had  provided  what  Mr.  Lee  wanted 
in  pursuance  of  a  contract  with  Mr.  A.  Lee,  who  hml  refused  to  take 
the  goods  off  his  hands.  I  proposed  to  Mr.  W.  Lee  to  accoininodate  this 
little  difference  and  take  those  goods,  now  lying  ready  at  Nantes  to  be 
shipped,  rather  than  wait  the  event  of  an  uncertsiiu  application  to  gov- 
ernment. He  absolutely  refuses,  and  says  you  may  take  them  for  Mary- 
land, if  you  please.  Pray  let  me  know  as  soon  as  may  be  whether  it 
will  not  suit  you  to  agree  for  them  with  those  gentlemen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


Franklin  to  Jonathan  "WiUiams.t 

Passy,  April  8,  1779. 

Dear  Jonathan  :  Too  much  business,  too  much  interruption  by 
friendly  visits,  and  a  little  remainiug  indisposition  have  occasioned  the 
delay  in  answering  your  late  letters. 

You  desire  a  line  "relative  to  the  complexion  of  afl'airs."  If  you 
mean  our  affairs  at  this  court,  they  wear  as  gond  a  complexion  as  ever 
they  did. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  advise  concerning  M.  Montliicu's  ])roposilion. 
Follow  your  own  juilgment.  If- you  doubt,  set  down  nil  the  reasons, 
pro  and  con,  in  opposite  columns  on  a  sheet  of  pai)er,  and  when  you 
have  considered  them  two  or  three  days  perform  an  operation  simihir 
to  that  in  some  questions  of  algebra;  observe  what  reasons  or  motives 
in  each  column  are  equal  in  weight,  one  to  one,  one  to  two,  two  to  three, 
or  the  like,  and  when  you  liave  struck  out  from  both  sides  all  the  equal- 
ities, you  will  see  in  which  column  remains  the  balance.  It  is  for 
want  of  having  all  the  motives  for  and  against  an  important  action 
present  in  or  before  the  mind  at  the  same  time  that  people  hesitate  and 


»  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stato;  G  BIrcIow's  Franklin,  aid.  ilbiil,  Mi). 
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ciiittigo  tlivir  dctiiriiiiiiiiLioiiH  biwkvvArds  aud  I'orwards  duy  after  day, 
difTuruut  sota  of  raiisons  are  recollected  or  forgot,  and  if  they  codgIui 
aod  act  upon  thu  taut  act,  it  is  perhaps  not  becanse  tbose  were  tlie  bo 
but  bocaiisu  tlicy  happened  to  be  present  in  tbe  miiidf  and  the  bett 
abitunt.  This  kind  of  moral  algebra  I  have  often  practised  iu  imp< 
tiitit  atid  dubious  cuncenis,  and  though  it  can  not  be  mathematical 
pxiU'.t,  I  havu  foniul  it  extremely  useful.  By  the  way,  if  you  do  n 
Icani  it,  I  np[irch(.'nd  you  will  never  be  marr^l. 

There  is  in  one  aeoount  of  the  copper  an  article  Hes  mina  de  8t.  lit 
(i-'),40(».  I  suppose  it  was  the  word  mina,  not  rosette,  that  was  tnu 
latftd  ore. 

Let  mo  know,  if  you  can,  what  answer  the  gentleoian  receives  fro 
London  on  Iiis  inquiries  concerning  a  supposed  letter. 

I  send  you  boruwitli  the  paper  you  desire  res|>ecting  the  settleine 
of  your  accounts.  1  avnd  also  an  attested  copy  of  Hr.  Iiee's  reasoi 
for  not  passing  tbem.  In  answer  to  my  letter  requesting  him  to  fnrnii 
tbe  geutlomou  who  are  to  exumiue  tbem  with  snob  further  objectio 
lis  be  may  have  against  ttiein,  ho  writes  me  that  "  I  most  excuse  liii 
now  that  it  is  no  longer  bis  iudisiieusable  duty,  from  concerning  hii 
self  with  a  bnsiucss  which  is  iu  much  abler  hands.  If  Congress,"  1 
adds,  "  should  call  upou  mo  for  further  reasons  than  those  that  I  ha' 
already  given,  it  will  tlien  bo  my  duty  to  act,  and  I  will  obey."  I  ci 
not  conceive  the  rcasoit  fur  not  giving  his  further  reasons,  if  be  b 
any,  on  the  present  occasion,  when  tbey  would  be  so  proper;  but  I 
refused,  and  I  cau  not  compel  liim.* 

I  sball  iilo  the  letters  and  papers  you  sent  me  with  your  accounts, 
have  received  back  ttio»o  you  enclosed  in  yours  of  Jilarch  27,  relatii 
to  M.  Monthiou's  contract.  I  have  received  also  Messrs.  Borne 
&  Flzeaux's  invoice,  and  will  return  it  by  next  post  with  tbe  ord 
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being  conversant  in  mercantile  business  I  can  not  well  judge  of  tlioin, 
and  therefore,  as  well  as  for  otber  reasons,  I  did  not  and  can  not  un- 
dertake to  examine  them  myself,  and  they  may  be  better  examined  at 
Nantes,  where  the  business  was  transacted,  than  either  here  or  in 
America,  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  gentlemen,  that  you  would  for  the  sake 
of  justice  and  of  the  public  good  take  that  trouble  upon  you,  and  make 
rex>ort  to  me  thereupon ;  which  I  do  hereby  agree  shall  be  conclusive 
and  final  (subject  only  to  the  revision  of  Congress),  in  case  Mr.  Williams 
shall  previously  sign  an  engagement  to  abide  thereby.  And  hoping  you 
unll  comply  mih  my  request ^  I  have  ordered  him  to  lay  his  accounts  fully 
before  you.  If  it  should  not  suit  you  all  to  attend  to  this  business,  I 
shall  be  content  with  the  judgment  of  as  many  of  you  as  will  and  can 
attend  to  it,  the  number  not  being  less  than  three.  If  an  equal  num- 
ber undertake  it,  and  should  be  divided  in  their  opinions,  I  request 
them  to  join  in  choosing  an  umpire,  that  the  matter  may  be  concluded. 
[  did  desire  Mr.  Lee,  if  he  had  any  further  objectious,  to  furnish  you 
with  them,  but  he  has  in  a  letter  to  me  declined  it, 
J  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc* 


La  FayettQ  to  Adams.* 
[TranBlaiion.  ] 

St.  Germain,  April  9, 1770. 

Dear  Sm:  I  beg  leave  of  applying  to  you  in  an  instance  where  I 
am  much  concerned.  The  case  I  shall  lay  before  you  and  recommend 
to  your  care.  There  is  an  ofllcer  in  Paris  whom  I  wish  to  send  over  to 
America  on  board  the  Alliance^  and  who  I  know  would  be  of  service  in 
the  American  army.  For  that  reason,  besides  this  of  recommendations, 
I  have  a  great  regard  for  him.  I  wish  tlie  gontlenian  may  find  a  i)as- 
sage  in  the  frigate.    Dr.  Franklin  can  not  odlcially  send  an  oflicer,  but 


head  of  a  Pbiladolphia  importing  bouse^  and  from  liia  Ion;;  rcHJdenco  in  Knropc,  as 
representative  of  that  house,  was  frcqiiontly  consulted  by  Franklin.  Mattliow  Kid- 
ley  was  son- in-law  of  Governor  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  in  business  in 
France,  and  mucb  relied  on  by  both  Adams  and  Franklin.  Josliua  Johnson  was  then 
an  American  merchant  at  Nant-es,  and  bocime  nfterwards  Americans  consul  at  Lon- 
don, where  his  daughter  married  John  Quincy  Adams.  Scwlicigliausur  was  Williams* 
successor  in  one  branch  of  his  agency.  There  is  no  report  from  these  roferecs  in  the 
Department  of  State;  but  from  what  we  can  gather  from  the  correspondeuco 
Williams  urged  a  hearing,  but  Arthur  Leo  declined  even  (o  Ki)eeify  the  errors  on 
which  his  charge  of  misconduct  rested.  There  was  therefore  no  formal  hearing,  but 
in  its  place  a  general  expression  of  sentiment  ns  to  Williams'  fidelity  and  capacity. 
He  continued  to  represent  thelcgatiou  in  l780-'d2.  This  letter  is  given  in  GlJigolow's 
Franklin,  32r),  under  date  of  Mar.  13,  1770,  with  a  variation  in  the  names  of  the 
parties,  caused,  probablj*^  by  removals.  See  Franklin  to  A.  Lee,  Alar.  13,  1779; 
Franklin  to  WiUiams,  Mar.  l.'J,  1779;  Franklin  to  A.  Lee,  Mar.  27,  1779.  For 
further  action  of  the  referees,  see  Franiilin  to  WillianiH,  July  8,  1779. 
•  2  Sparks'  Dii).  liev.  Corr.,  583,  with  verbal  changes. 
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1  L>cg  50a  n-oul<1  tiiko  liiiti  aIoi){;  with  you,  as  I  take  upon  nifself  tl 
clini-ge  of  iireijuntiiifr  bim  to  Cougress.  All  tlie  marks  of  kiudneat 
ever  met  witli  rioiii  tlioiii,  niid  tbo  kuonleilgo  which  tho  strictest  A'ien 
k1iI|>  has  given  mo  of  Goiioral  WashiDgton's  seutimeota,  make  me 
ccrliiiii  iiR  |)08sibl»  tli:U  my  officer  will  uioet  witli  the  best  reoeptiou 
I'liiladclphia  niiil  in  tho  army,  who  kuow  I  am  acquainted  witli  wh 
iiiiiy  boconrciiiciit  to  tlicm. 

It  is  nitli  a  great  coiiceni  tliat  I  liear  of  disconteuta  botwooii  Oapta 
Laiulaia  and  Iiis  oflicem,  and  I  Hatter  myself  that  you  will  again  eela 
li»h  harmony  and  concord  among  them.  I  will  take  the  opportunity 
tiiis  frigate  to  write  over  to  my  friends  in  America. 

Thu  articles  alluded  to  !u  your  letter  from  Passy  I  have  been  ve 
busy  about,  but  I  did  not  meet  witli  great  success  till  now,  and  wh 
is  done  is  tiot  ecimil  to  what  I  could  wish.  It  is  true,  onr  circumstanc 
aro  rather  narrow  at  this  niomeut;  and  I  believe  that  the  ministers  a 
willing  to  do  wliiit  they  tbink  possible  or  adrantageoua,  but  we  do  d 
alwnys  agree  in  opinion,  Iho[>o,  however,  America  will  have  more  ai 
more  occasions  of  knowing  the  true  attachment  of  this  nation  for  hoi 

With  great  impiitieiieo  T  wait  for  your  answer,  that  I  may  send  f1 
olTiccr  to  Nantes.  I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  your  patronage  on  tli 
Decision,  nnd  I  may  answer  Congress  will  have  no  objection  to  take 
gciilleman  wJioni  1  seixl  them.  You  will,  my  dear  sir,  in  settling  fa 
passage,  much  oblige  your  humble  servant. 
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^^2.  Dhatltis  the  opinion  of  tbo  committeo  that  ministers  ])leui- 
poteutiary  for  these  States  are  only  necessary  for  tbo  present  at  the 
coarts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid. 

**  3.  That  in  the  course  of  their  examination  and  inquiry  tliey  find 
many  complaints  against  the  said  commissioners  and  the  ]>olitical  and 
commercial  agency  of  Mr.  Deane,  which  complaints,  with  the  evidence 
in  support  thereof,  are  herewith  delivered,  and  to  wliich  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer. 

<<4.  That  suspicions  and  animosities  haVe  ari^ett  among  the  said 
commissioners,  which  may  be  highly  prejudicial  to  tlie  honor  and  in- 
terests of  these  United  States. 

**5.  That  the  appointments  of  the  said  commissioners  be  vacated, 
and  that  new  appointments  be  made. 

**G.  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commis- 
Bionef  fof  these  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

<*?•  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner  for  these 
tJnited  States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  olher  public 
office. 

•*8.  That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary,  minister,  or  com- 
missioner for  these  United  States),  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,  and  who 
has  not  a  fixed  and  permsvnent  interest  therein. 

"9.  Thsvt  fit  and  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust 
Mr.  Deaue's  public  accounts)  and  the  public  accounts  of  nil  other  per- 
sons who  have  transacted  the  commercial  all'airs  of  these  States  in 
France. 

''10.  That  each  of  the  plenipotentiaricj^,  ministers,  and  commis^ 
sioners  who  now  is,  or  has  been,  or  may  be,  appointed  be  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  $ per  annum.'' 

The  house  having  on  former  days,  when  the  report  was  under  debate, 
agreed  to  the  first  and  second  articles  thereof,  and  having  also  read  the 
third  article  and  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  a  motion  was  this  day 
made  by  Mr.  (i.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

That  the  members  of  this  house  who  may  have  an^'  ])apers  or  evi- 
dence in  their  ])ossession  relative  to  the  said  report  do  lay  the  same 
upon  the  table. 

On  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  aflirmativc. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  fourth  article  in  the  report,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  to 
strike  out  the  words  *'  which  may  be."* 


•  For  further  procecdinga,  hco  iufnif  Apr.  UO,  177U. 
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Deaiie  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

riilLADELPHiA,  April  17, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  <ask  liberty  to  refer  to  the  last  two  letters  which  I  did  myself 
the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  30th  ultimo  and  2d  instant,  and  which 
remain  unanswered.  lu  them  I  mentioned  the  situation  to  which  I  was 
brought  by  my  being  detrained  in  this  city,  the  difficulties  and  distresses 
of  which  have  been  ever  since  dail^Mncreasing. 

I  will  not  take  up  tlio  time  of  Congress  by  entering  into  a  detail  of  cir- 
cumstances (many  of  tiie  iionorable  members  are  not  unacquainted  with 
them)  but  inform  Congress  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  going  out 
of  town  early  in  next  week,  and  considering  myself  at  the  orders  of 
Congress,  pray  to  be  informed  if  they  have  any  commands  for  me 
whicli  render  it  necessary  that  I  defer  any  longer  to  leave  Philadelphia. 
My  own  family  and  private  affairs,  as  well  as  those  of  one  intrusted  to 
my  care,  have  long  suffered  by  my  absence;  they  must  suffer  to  the 
last  degree  if  longer  neglected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

SII.AS  Deanb. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.t 

Passy,  April  18, 1779. 

Sir:  By  letters  I  am  daily  receiving  I  find  there  are  in  various 
])risons  of  France  a  number  of  American  sailors  who,  having  been 
forced  into  the  English  service  and  since  taken,  remain  confined  with 
those  of  that  nation,  but  are  very  desirous  of  serving  their  own  country 
in  any  of  our  ships  of  war;  and  to  that  end  request  I  would  obtain  their 
discharge  from  their  present  confinement.  To  prevent  giving  your 
excellency  the  frequent  trouble  of  particular  applications  and  orders 
upon  every  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  give  a  general  order  to  those  who  have 
the  care  of  the  prisons,  to  examine  in  each  of  them  those  who  pretend 
to  be  Americans  and  who  desire  to  enter  our  service  ;  and  such  as  are 
found  to  answer  that  description  be  sent  immediately  to  L'Orient  and 
ship  with  Captain  Jones  or  in  the  Alliance. 

I  am,  with  sincere  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


*  MSS.  Dop.  of  State  ;  I  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  137. 
t  MSS.  Dop.  of  St.ito. 
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Arthur  Lee  to  Secret  Committee." 

April  20, 1779. 

Three  months  before  Mr.  Deane's  arrival  Mr.  Loaiiinarchais  settled 
with  me  iu  Loudoa  the  seudiug  these  supplies  of  money  and  munitions 
of  war  by  the  cape  under  the  firm  of  Ilortiilcz  &i  Co.,  and  that  I  should 
apprize  Congress  of  it,  which  I  did  by  Mr.  Story  and  other  opportuni- 
ties, as  the  gentlemen  of  the  secret  committee  know.  The  very  dis« 
patches  by  Mr.  Garmichael  which  Mr.  Deaue  sti\nds  charged  with  hav- 
ing opened,  and  most  certainly  detained,  gave  also,  if  my  memory  does 
not  much  deceive  me,t  the  same  intelligence.  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  re« 
turn  to  Paris  he  wrote  me  several  times  concerning  these  supplies,  men- 
tioning the  difficulties  which  are  in  the  execution  from  the  timidity  of 
the  court,  but  that  he  was  putting  it  into  mercantile  train  which  would 
soon  overcome  all  difficulties.  I  did  not  fail  to  ])icss  the  dispatch  of 
them,  and  proposed,  too,  the  sending  some  ships  of  war  to  protect  our 
coast,  exactly  similar  to  what  we  were  afterward  instructed  by  Congress 
to  obtain. 

I  do  not  state  this  to  assume  any  merit  to  myself  for  these  supplies.  I 
had  none.  Mr.  Beaumarchais  sought  meont  iu  London.  He  found  me  by 
means  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  communicated  to  me  what  I  was  to  convey  to 
Congress:  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  louis  d'ors  from  this 
court  was  ready  for  our  support  It  was  therefore  no  address  of  mine 
that  procured  this  aid.  I  was  only  the  instrument  of  conveying  this  in- 
telligence. As  far  as  I  know  the  merit  is  due  to  IMr.  Beaumarchais.  I 
never  refused  it  to  him.  But  I  objected  to  his  making  demands  directly 
contrary  to  what  he  had  repeatedly  assured  me  and  not  only  desired, 
but  urged  me  to  report  to  Congress.  1  did  so,  and  I  never  retract  one 
iota  of  that  information. 

When  the  business  was  thus  settled  and  in  this  train  Mr.  Dcane  ar- 
rived. 


Congress. — Action  as  to  Ministers  Abroad,  t 

April  20,  1779. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs 
(the  resolutions  being  given  supra  under  date  of  March  27  and  Ai)ril  15, 
1779),  and  on  the  que^stion  shall  the  words  (in  the  fourth  resolution) 
••  which  may  be"  stand  part  of  the  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton, 


New  Ilninpsliiro Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

'Mr.  A<1amR No. 

Mr.  Oerry No. 

Mr.  Lovoll No. 

^Mr.  Iloltou No. 


Ma88acbuBett8  Bay...<< 


No. 


•  Keport  No.  220,  Twciiti«tb  Coiigrosa,  firnt  KCRsion,  toI.  '.\,  p.  .'I'l. 
tMy  situ.ition  in  Loudon  provontcd  me  from  kceplnj;  copies  of  any  dispatcliea,  which 
might  have  been  evidence  against  my  life. 
t  MSS.  Dep.of  State ;  printed  fleorot  journals  of  Congress,  the  latter  being  imperfect. 
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HIiCHlu  Inland  . 
Cotiuecticiit... 


New  Vork... 
New  Jersey. , 
ruiinnylvniiin 

Miir.v)aiiil.... 


Ncirtli  enrol  inn. 
Soil  til  Carolina. 


c.  Kllery Ayo. 

r.  ColliiiB No. 

T.  Spencer Aya 


r.  DuADS.. 
r.  Horrla.. 
r.  Floyd... 


No. 

.......No. 

Wo, 

No. 

..Mr.  Fell W«. 

r.  ArmstroDg No. 

r.  Sbippeu Ho. 

r.  Atlee No. 

r.  8e»rle No. 

r.  Hubleuberg No. 

r.  Wynkoop No. 

r.  Pl»ter No. 

r.F»o» No. 

r.  Connicfaul No. 

r.  T.  Ailame No. 

r.M.  Smith No. 

r.R.H.Loo No. 

r.Otlffln Ho. 

r.  Nelsuu . No. 

{Mr,  Ponti No. 
Mr.  Hill Ho. 
Mr.Biirko No. 
Mr.  Shwpo Ho. 

^  Mr.  Laiiraiiit No. 

Drnyton No. 


JMr. 


No. 


So  it  iia8»(!(l  in  llio  negative. 

A  iliviaioii  tcur  tlicii  called  for  by  Mr.  Qeiry,  so  that  a  quentioii  1 
tKkeii  Oil  tlK!i)e  wonla  of  tUu  fonrtli  article,  viz : 

"  Tiiat  suspicions  and  aiiiuioaitioa  liave  ariseD  among  the  said  coi 
inisBioMcra." 

A  luoLiou  was  niinlc  by  Mr.  Dniiiie,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
iiniisiid  Iho  clauHu  by  striking  out  tbe  word  "said"  and  iu  lieu  there 
inisei'liiig  "late  and  present." 
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New  Itaoiiwhire. 


MoHsocbiisotU  liay 

Uhoite  istand w 

Connecticut « 


! 


..Mr. 

iMr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

fMr. 

Mr. 

New  York «...«....  <  Mr. 

Mr. 
(Mr. 

!Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

IMr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Pennsylvania 


Maryland 


1 


Virginia 


>Aye. 

1 

>Aye. 

?Aye. 
I  Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved  In  tlie  afSrinative. 

On  the  qnestion,  Shall  Mr.  Artlinr  Lee's  name  bo  added  T  the  y< 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


North  Carolina. 
Sonth  Carolina. 


\ 


\  Mr. 
{Mr. 


Whipple Aye. 

8.  Adams Aye. 

Gerry 4 Ayo. 

t#oveil Ayo. 

Holtou..  ..4 4. Aye. 

Ellery No. 

Collins  ..  .4.4 No. 

Spencer > Aye. 

Jay Ayo. 

Duaue « ....Aye. 

Morris 4 4...  Aye. 

Floyd Aye. 

Lowis Aye. 

Armstrong Aye. 

8hip|M>u Aye. 

Atlee Ayo. 

Searle No. 

Muhlonlicrg Ayo. 

Wynkoop Aye. 

Plater Aye. 

Carmicliael Ayo. 

T.  Adams Ayo. 

Smith Ayo. 

R.  H.  Leo Aye. 

Griffin Aye. 

Nelson Ayo. 

Penn Aye. 

Hill Ayo. 

Dnrko Aye. 

Laurens Ayo. 

Drayton Ayo. 


Ayo. 


Aye. 

I  No. 
Aye. 


Aye. 


Aye. 


New  Hampshiie 


Massachusetts  Day 

Connecticut 
Khode  Island 

Now  York 


Pennsylvania 


Maryland. 


Virginia 


Whipple Aye. 

S.  Adams Ayo. 

Gerry  Ayo. 

Lovoll Ayo. 

Holton Ayo. 

Spencer Ayo 

Ellery No. 

Collins Ayo. 

Jay Ayo. 

Dnano Ayo. 

Morris Ayo. 

Floyd Ayo. 

ArniRtrong Ayo. 

Sliippou Ayo. 

Atlco Ayo. 

Soarlo No. 

Muhlenberg Ayo. 

Wynkoop Ayo. 

Plat  or Ave. 

Paca Aye. 

Carmicliael Aye. 

T.  Adams Ayo. 

Smitli Ayo. 

R.  II.  Leo Aye. 

Grinin Ayo. 

Nelson Ayo. 


Aye. 


Ayo. 


>Ayo. 


Aye. 


J 

i 

I  Ay 
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'  North  Carnliii*  . 


South  Cnrolins.. 


{Mr.renii Ayo.l 
Mr.Uiifko Ayo.  f*''- 
Hr.8liu-pe Aja.) 

!Hr.  Lanroni Aye.  1  .„. 
Mr.Drftytoii Aye,  J*'"' 


So  it  was  TosoWetl  in  tl)o  nffinnatipo. 

On  tlicqueatioiigSbnllMr.  Italplilzanl'siiaiiiobondiledl  llie  yoflsniid 
iirtjH being  n^qnired  by  Mr.  Smitb, 

New  Hniiiiixliiro Mr.  Whipple Ayn.     Aye. 

f  Mr.  S.  Ailitma.. 
Mosaacliiii 

'.  i'liiitoii.. 


Rlioilo  Islnnil  ., 
CoilUPCticilt  ... 


{Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
(Mr. 
■jMr. 
....Mr, 

{Mr.J»y  .... 
Mr.  J>uauo  . 
Mr.  Min-rin  . 
Mr.  Kloyd.. 


fMr.J»y 

"r.  J>uauo 

:.  Mi>rri(i ....... 

:.  Kloyd 

(Mr.  Armstrong  ... 
Mr.  Sliippon 
Mr.  AUoo 

■)Mr.  Soiirlo 

I  Mr.  Mnlilimbors.. 
iMr.Wynkoop  .... 
(  Mr.  ]'later 


h 


Mr.  T.  Ailanw  .. 

Mr.  SiiiiUi 

Kr.  R.  II.  Loa.. 

Mr.  (Iriniii 

Mr.  Ndwiii  . 
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PeiiDBylvftDia 


No. 


'  Mr.  Annstrotig A.yo. 

Mr.  8liipiH)u Aye. 

Mr.  Atloe No. 

Searle No. 

ihlenberg No. 

iikoop No. 

Mr.  Pinter Aye.  ) 

Maryland ^  Mr.  Paca Aye.  /Aye, 

Mr.  Carmicbacl Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  T.  AdaniH Aye. 


Mr.  Atlo< 
j  Mr.  Sear 

Mr.  Mnh 
\llit,  Wyii 


Ytrgiuia 


L.vo.  \ 
I  Mr.  8mith_ Aye.  I 


North 


South  Carolina 


{  Mr.  R.  H.  Loo Aye.  >Aye. 

Mr.  Griffin No.    I 

\  Mr.  Neldou No.  J 

{Mr.  Penn No.    \ 
Mr.  Hill Aye.  \ 
Mr.  Burke No.    (No. 
Mr.  Sharpe No.    ) 

!Mr. Lanronn No.    ^^ 
Mr.  Drayton No.    (""' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

The  clause  being  auieuded  so  as  to  read  <<  That  suspicions  and  animos- 
ities have  arisen  among  the  late  and  present  commissioners,  namely, 
Doct.  Benjamin  Frankliis,  Mr.  Silas  Deaue,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Kalph 
Izard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee,"  and  the  question  ready  to  be  put  thereon, 
the  previous  question  wa^s  moved  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 
that  the  question  be  not  now  put.  And  on  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the 
previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hampshire —Mr,  Whipple Aye.    Aye. 


TMr.  S.  AdaniB Aye. 


MaHsnchuHo 


I 


t»,  B»y ^J!""- ."•"■'■•T,- a":   0. 

'  I  Mr.  Lovoll Aye.  I 

1  Mr.  Ilolton No.    J 

«"""«^-'»"'i UlJ:!^&::::::::::;:::Nr!«- 

Ayo.     A_ 
No.  ^ 

!{^-      No. 


Connecticut Mr.  Spencer Ayo.    Aye. 

{Mr.  J.iy No. 
Mr.  Duaiio  
Mr.MorriH , 
Mr.  Floyd No.  J 

r  Mr.  Arnistron jj -A  yo.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Bliippcn Aye. 

,,  ,        .  J  Mr.  Atlco No.    !.,.« 

Pennsylvania SMr.Scarlo Aye.  r^«- 

(Mr.  MulilenluTjj Ay<\  | 
Mr.  Wynkoop  No.   J 

(Mr.  Plater No.    ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Paca No.    ^No. 

(  Mr.  Carniichnol No.    ) 

r  Mr.  T.  AdaniH  . .  No.   ^ 

Mr.  Smith No.    | 

Virginia \  Mr.  R.  U.  Loe Aye.  J>  No. 

I  Mr.  Oriflin No.    I 

t  Mr.  Nelson No.   J 

{Mr.  Penn No. 
Mr.Ilill No.    ,^^ 
Mr.  Burke No.    ^^^• 
Mr.  Sharpe No. 


North  Carolina 


Sonth  Carolina. 


\  Mr.  Drayton No 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  Laurens Ave.  ?^ 

o.   T' 


..A,..l 
..AJO.J 
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lie  quesliou  to  agree  to  the  (lirst)  clause  as  aiiieuiled,  tLi 
.ys  beiug  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Now  lUuiiNibiro Mr.  Whipple.... 

{Mr.  8.  Ailama.. 
K;:£a:::;::;:::::;;:Jj::y*»- 
Mr.  Hnliou.... 

«"«'»"'■ |S;:SS::;;::;;::;;:::K 

OuiiUectieiit Mr.  Spei)e«r Aye. 

fMr.J.y Ayo.l 

I  Mr.  DuaiiO Ayo. 

■IMr.  Motria Avn. 

iMr.  riojd Ajc. 

fMr.  AniiHtrong  ....1 Ho.   ' 

1  Mr.  ShippeQ Aye. 

i  Ut.  Atlee Ayo. 

■•]Mr.8«*ilo Aye. 

I  Mr.  MiibloiilH'rit Ave. 

(Mr.  Wyukoop AjB.. 

(Mr.  Plater Ayo. 

..?Mr.  I'licii Ajo. 

(  Mr.  C»riiiiclinel Ayo. 

fMr.  T.  AdniiiH Aye. 

Mr.Smilb Aye. 

..<Mt.K.  H.  Loo Avo. 

Mr.Grimn Ayo. 

(.Mr.  NcIhiu Ajo, 

!Mr,  Fonu Aye.) 
Mr.  Hill  Ayo.  I  .„ 
Mr.BHrko aJo.  p^* 
Mr.  SbariM Ayo.  J 


New  York. 


HenDsylvi 


Marylnud  - . 


VirgiDiD.. 


North  Carolina. . 


AJB. 


Ays. 


Aye. 


Ayo. 


Aye. 


South  Cnroliu 


(  Mr.  Lttiiroim  .. 


J  Aye. 


r.  Drny toil  . . 
.  n'iv<  rexolvcd  in  tlie  aOirinativi?. 

he  qiieatiou  tu  agree  to  tbo  seuoiid  cliiuso,  tlio  yeas  and  nnyt 
!d  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  IliimpHLiio Mr.  Wlii|.| 
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North  Carolina. 


South  Carolina. 

So  it  was  resolved: 


(Mr,  Vvnn  Ave. 
Mr.  Hill Aye. 
Mr.  Burke Aye. 
Mr,  Slmriw Aye. 

!Mr.  l^iiuronH No. 
Mr.  Drayton Aye 


Aye. 


.!»■ 


That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  anion|i^  the  late  and 
present  commissioners,  namely,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Ualpli  Izard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee,  liij^bly 
prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  these  United  States. 

Wednesday,  April  21, 1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign 
affairs,  and  the  fifth  article  being  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Bllerj,  seconded  b^'  Mr.  llenry, 

Kesolved J  T\mt  the  names  of  the  ministers  therein  referred  to  be 
repeated  and  a  question  taken  on  each  individually. 

April  22, 1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reix)rt  on  foreign  affairs, 
and  the  fifth  article  being  read,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday, 
the  first  question  debated  was : 

Shall  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France, 
he  recalled.  When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  and  on  the 
quest;ion  to  agree  to  the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  L'dureus, 


New  Hampshire 


MaesachusctlB  Day 


..Mr.  Whipple No. 

{Mr.  S.  Adams No. 
Mr.  Gerry Ayo. 
Mr.  liovull No. 
Mr.  Holton No. 


No. 


No. 


Rhode  Island 


Mr.  Ellcry No.     ?^ 

0.  J   • 


New  York 


I  Mr.  Collins Ay 

!Mr.  Jay Aye. 
Mr.  Duano Aye. 
Mr.  Morris Aye.  ^  Aye. 
Mr.  Floyd Ayo. 
Mr.  Lewis No. 

New  Jersey Mr.  Fell Aye.      Aye. 

TMr,  Armstrong No. 

I  Mr.  Sliippou No. 

Pennsvlvania  )  ^^^'  ^"*^® ^"-     ^No 

jenosxivania i  Mr.  Soarlo No.     >^^' 

Mr.  Muhlenberg No. 

,  Mr.  Wynkoop Aye. 

'Mr.  Plater Ayo. 

Mr.  Paca No. 

Mr.  Carmicliacl Ayo. 

^Mr.  llenry No. 

fMr.  T.Adams No. 

Mr.Smith No. 

{  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee No.     ^No. 

I  Mr.Cirinin Aye. 

I  Mr.  Nelson No. 


Maryland 


0. 


Virginia 
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Nnrtli  Cunilliia <  Mr.  Iltirke Ayo.  >Aje. 

(  Mr.HliDriw Afo,  ) 

SHuthCaniliiin  J  Mr.  l^llltlllB Mo.      L 

So  tliu  in-tivioiis  <|iiestiori  iran  lost. 

Oil  tliu  iiiteHtidii  t<)  agrott  tu  the  inaiu  questiou,  the  yeaa  aud  nnya  I 
iii{;  i-c()uii'c<l  by  Mr.  Siuitli, 


Now  llamiisliiro Mr.  W)ii|ip1<i.. 


MiuwacliiiBoLta  .. 


{Mt.  8.  Ailii 
Mr.  Gorrj 
Mr.  I.»vel 
Mr.  Ilulto: 


...No. 
..No. 

r.  Oorry Aye. 

Lnvell No. 

:.  Ilultoii No. 

KliiHio  iDlaiiil >Mr.Collin« No. 

Coiiiiouiiuiit Mr.  8|ioi)uor Nu. 

IMr.Jny No. 
Mr.Uiiano No. 
Mr.MortU Ayo. 
Mr.Floyrt No. 
Hr.  Iiowis No. 

Now  Jersey Mr.  Foil No. 

!Mr.  AriiiHlroiiii No. 
Mr.  Shii'Vuii No. 
Mr.Atloe N". 
Mr.Searlo No. 
Mr.  Mlilili-TilierK No. 
Mr.  Wjiikoop No. 

Delan-are Mr.  MuKciiii No, 


-No.    ■ 


Mr.racii Aye.  I 

Mr.  UiU'iiiioliiiel No.     f 

Mr.Koiiiy No.    } 

fMr.T.  Ar1:i.ii« No. 
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Franklin  to  Adams.* 

VA^Yy  April  21,1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  roceived  your  two  favors  of  tho  13th  iustant.  I  am  mucl 
obliged  to  you  for  undertakiug  the  trouble  of  coutentiug  the  officers  aui 
]ieople  of  the  Alliance.  I  must  uow  beg  leave  to  make  a  little  additioi 
to  that  trouble  by  requesting  your  atteutiou  to  the  situation  of  the  offi 
cers  and  sailors,  late  prisoners  in  Enghiiid,  which  Mr.  Williams  will  ac 
quaint  yon  witli,  and  that  you  would  likewise  order  for  them  such  nee 
essaries  and  comforts  as  we  can  afford.  I  wish  we  were  able  to  do  all 
they  want  and  desire,  but  the  scantiness  of  our  funds  and  the  multitude 
of  demands  prevent  it. 

The  English  pa])ers  talk  much  of  their  apprehensions  about  S])ain.    1 

hope  they  have  some  foundation. 

With  great  esteem,  etc., 

13.  Franklin. 


Hartley  to  Franklin,  t 

London,  April  22, 1779. 

My  Dear  Friend  :  The  bearer  of  this  and  some  other  papers  is  a 
very  sensible  and  worthy  gentleman,  with  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  o1 
contracting  an  ac<]uaintance  since  the  commencement  of  the  Americau 
troubles,  originally  ui)on  the  business  of  the  American  prisoners.  It 
is  a  satisfaction  to  me  <it  all  times  to  have  found  him  a  friend  to  the  res 
toration  of  peace  between  the  two  countries.  It  has  likewise  been  au 
additional  satisfaction  and  confirmation  to  me,  in  my  own  thought^: 
upon  that  subject,  to  find  that  his  sentiments  I  think  upon  most  or  all 
of  the  subjects  upon  which  we  have  conversed  have  coincided  witL 
mine.  We  both  seem  possessed  of  the  opinion  that  some  plan  of  open- 
ing a  negotiation  upon  preliminaries  which  each  side  might  find  to  be 
a  sufllcient  security  to  itseU*  might  be  practicable ;  and  then  your  scnti< 
ment,  which  you  gave  me  in  a  letter  some  years  ago,  might  have  it«  free 
scope  audetl'ect,  viz:  A  little  time  given  for  cooling  might  have  excellent 
effects. 

The  sentiments  I  have  opened  to  you  in  my  late  letters  for  some 
months  piist,  and  which  I  have  reduced  in  an  enclosed  pamper  into  a 
more  specific  shape,  seem  to  me,  upon  very  repeated  rellection,  to  prom- 
ise the  fairest  ground  of  gooil  expectation.  These  ])ropositioiis  originate 
from  myself,  as  a  mediator.  I  have  communications  with  both  sides, 
but  certainly  no  authority  to  make  proposals  from  either;  and  perhapN 
neither  side,  if  I  were  to  make  the  propositions  separately'  to  each 
(being  myself  unauthorized),  might  give  mo  positive  consent.    Each 


•  7  Jolin  Adams'  WorkH,  92;  0  Bigelow's  Franklin,  :m, 

1 2  S[>»rkH'  Dip.  Uov.  Corr.,  52.    S«o  Kijuikliii'»  auHvvvr,  under  date  of  May  4, 1779, 
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side  separately  iiiigiit  8ay  No,  froiii  what  is  called  ])()Iitical  prudeuce, 
and  yet  each  side  inightsecretly  wish  that  the  ofVer  could  bo  made,  with 
wdone  first  from  tlio  other  party.  1  lliiuk  the  i)ropositioii  of  a  trace  for 
five  or  seven  years,  leaving  all  things  in  the  present  dispute  in  statu  quo^ 
must  be  advantageous  U)  all  ]>arties,  if  it  were  only  in  consideration 
that  a  general  satisfactory  peace  to  all  parties  may  come  among  the 
excellent  effects  of  thnegivcnfor  cooliiff/,  ^X(^  can  but  ftglit  it  out  at  last. 
War  never  comes  too  late ;  wisdom  may  step  in  between.  These  mat- 
ters have  stolen  upon  us,  and  have  arisen  to  great  and  formidable  con- 
sequences from  small  and  unexpected  beginnings;  but  henceforward 
we  should  know  by  experience  what  to  expect.  If  the  rage  of  war 
could  but  be  abated  for  a  sufllcient  length  of  time  for  reiison  and  re- 
ilcetion  to  operate,  I  think  it  wouhl  never  revive.  I  can  not  pretend 
to  forecast  the  result  of  any  negotiation,  but  1  think  war  would  not  re- 
vive, which  is  all  that  I  want  for  my  argument.  Peace^is  a  bonum  in  se 
where.is  the  most  favorable  events  of  war  are  but,  relatively,  lesser 
evils;  certainly'  they  are  evils;  viala  in  se,  not  bona  inse. 

I  hope  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  produce  a  renewal  of  re- 
flection; but  even  to  take  the  argument  at  the  worst  ad  van  Uige,  the 
two  parties  are  at  a  cooling  distance  of  three  thousand  miles  asunder. 
If  the  flames  of  war  could  be  but  once  extinguished,  does  not  the  At- 
lantic ocean  contain  cold  water  enough  to  prevent  their  bursting  out 
again  ?  I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  two  nations  of  Great 
Britain  and  North  America  would  accord  to  the  proposition  of  a  truce 
for  cooling,  1  can  not  say  whether  a  British  ministry  would  accord  to 
it,  because  they  will  not  tell  me;  nor  can  I  sa^'  whether  an  American 
l)lenii>otentiary  would  accord  to  it,  because,  probably,  you  will  not 
tell  me.  1  put  myself  into  your  hands,  however,  when  I  tell  you 
frankly  I  am  of  opinion  both  would  accord  to  it  if  there  could  be  a 
done  first  on  either  side  to  bind  the  bargain  fast.  You  have  the  odds 
of  me  in  this  matter,  because  you  know  one-half  of  the  question,  and 
1  can  not  give  you  any  proof  on  the  other  side,  but  only  my  own  pre- 
sumptive judgment  upon  observation  and  upon  a  course  of  reasoning 
in  my  own  thoughts. 

But  for  France:  My  judgment  would  be  that  if  the  proposition  of 
the  proposed  preliminaries  should  be  agreeable  to  America,  France 
would  do  very  unhandsomely  to  defeat  it  by  their  refusal.  I  likewise 
think  it  the  interest  of  Fran(;e,  because  their  interest  leads  them  to 
go  to  a  certain  point  and  no  further.  There  is  a  disparity  in  the  oper- 
ation of  the  terms  of  the  alliance  on  the  part  of  Franco  and  on  the 
part  of  America.  The  more  vigorously  France  interposes,  the  better 
for  America;  in  pr()[K)rtion  to  their  exertions,  they  create,  less  or  more, 
a  diversion  of  the  British  force;  this  reasoning  goes  straight  forward 
for  America;  but  it  is  not  so  with  France.  There  is  a  certain  point  to 
France  beyond  which  their  work  would  fail  and  recoil  upon  themselves; 
if  they  were  to  drive  the  British  ministry  totally  to  abandon  the  Amer- 
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lean  war,  it  would  become  totally  a  French  war.  The  events  of  a 
twelvemonth  past  seem  to  bear  testimony  to  this  course  of  reasoning. 
The  disadvantage  upon  the  bargain  to  America  is,  that  the  efficcocy  of 
the  French  aUiance  to  them  presupposes  their  continuance  in  the  war. 
The  demur  to  France  is,  that  the  liberation  of  their  new  ally  recoils 
with  double  weight  of  the  war  upon  themselves,  without  any  ulterior 
points  of  advantage  in  view  as  de])endcnt  u[)on  that  alliance.  I  think 
the  intei*est  of  all  parties  coincides  witli  the  proposition  of  preliminaries. 

The  proposed  preliminaries  appear  to  me  to  be  just  and  equitable  to  all 
parties ;  but  the  groat  object  with  me  is  to  come  to  some  preliminaries. 
I  could  almost  add,  whatever  those  preliminaries  might  be,  provided  a 
sn8i)ension  of  arms  for  an  adeqnnto  U'rm  of  years  were  one,  I  think  it 
would  be  ten  thousand  to  one  against  any  future  renewal  of  the  war. 
It  18  not  necessaiy  to  enter  at  large  into  the  reasons  wliicli  induce  roe 
to  think  that  the  British  ministry,  as  well  as  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiary, would  consent  to  the  terms  of  tlie  proposed  preliminaries;  for 
indeed  1  do  not  know  that  I  am  founded  in  that  opinion  with  respect 
to  either,  but  still  I  believe  it  of  both,  liiit  what  can  a  private  person 
do  ill  such  a  case,  wishing  to  be  a  mediator  for  pence,  having  access  to 
both  p<irties,  but  equally  uncertain  of  the  reception  of  his  mediation  on 
either  side  f  I  must  hesitate  to  take  any  public  step,  as  by  a  proposi- 
tion ill  Parliament  or  by  any  other  means,  to  drive  the  parties  to  an 
explanation  upon  any  s]>eci(lc  iiroposals;  and  yet  I  am  very  unwilling 
to  let  the  session  pass  without  some  proposition  uimn  which  the  ])arties 
may  meet,  if  they  should  be  inclined,  as  1  suspect  them  to  be.  I  have 
been  endeavoring  to  feel  pulses  for  some  months,  but  all  is  dunib  show. 
I  ciiu  not  say  thcat  I  meet  with  anything  discouraging,  to  my  apprehen- 
sion, either  as  to  equitableness  or  i)racticability  of  the  proposition  for 
preliminaries.  If  I  could  but  simply  receive  suilicient  encouragement 
that  I  should  not  run  any  hazard  of  obstructing  any  other  practicable 
propositions  by  obtruding  mine,  I  should  be  very  much  satisfied  to 
come  forward  in  that  case  with  mine,  to  furnish  a  L)eginning  cat  least, 
which  might  lead  to  peace. 

There  is  nothing  that  I  wish  so  much  as  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  conversing  with  j'ou,  having  many  things  to  say  to  you; 
but  if  that  can  not  yet  happen,  I  have  only  to  say  that  whatiner  com- 
munication you  may  think  proper  to  make  to  me,  which  may  lead  to 
peace,  you  may  be  assured  that  1  shall  be  most  strenuous  in  applying 
it  to  that  end.  In  all  cases  of  diiliculty  in  human  life  there  must  be 
confidence  somewhere  to  enable  us  to  extricate  nations  from  the  evils 
attendant  upon  national  disputes,  as  they  arise  out  of  national  passions, 
jealousies,  and  points  of  honor.  1  am  not  sure  whether  the  extreme 
caotion  and  diflSdence  of  persons  in  political  life  be  not  the  cause  almost 
as  frequently  of  the  unnecessary  i)rotraction  of  the  miseries  of  war  as 
of  the  final  production  of  any  superior  good  to  an.v  8tate.  Peace  now 
is  better  than  peace  a  twelvemonth  hence,  at  least  by  all  the  lives  that 
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may  bo  lost  ia  the  mean  while  aud  by  all  the  accumulated  miseries  that 
may  iuterveue  by  that  delay.  When  I  speak  of  the  necessity  of  confi- 
dence, I  would  not  have  you  to  think  that  I  trust  to  all  professions, 
promiscuously,  with  confidence.  My  thoughts  are  free  respecting  all 
parties;  and  for  myself,  if  I  thought  it  necessary  for  the  end  of  attain- 
ing any  additional  confidence  in  your  esteem  to  enable  me  to  cooperate 
the  more  effectually  towards  the  restoration  of  peace,  there  is  nothing 
that  I  would  wish  you  to  be  assured  of  but  this — that  no  fallacious  offers 
of  insincerity,  nor  any  pretext  for  covering  secret  designs,  or  for  obtain- 
ing unfair  advantages,  shall  ever  pass  through  my  hands. 

Believe  me  truly  to  be  not  only  a  lover  of  my  country,  but  a  sincere 
friend  to  peace  and  to  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  ever  most  affection- 
ately, yours, 

D.  Hartley. 


OBSERVATIONS  BY  MR.   HARTLEY. 

Lord  North  consented  to  Mr.  Hartley's  proposition  for  endeavoring 
to  procure  from  the  American  plenix)otentiary  or  plenipotentiaries  some 
opening  that  they  would  be  willing  to  commence  a  parley  on  proposi- 
tions of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  sup[)osed  the 
terms  which  Mr.  Hartley  had  in  view  would  be  something  like  a  tacit 
cession  of  independence  to  America,  with  a  truce  for  a  certain  term  of 
years,  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  a  general  treaty  of  accommodation  and 
fiuiil  settlement. 

This  last  application  (which  was  made  on  the  20th  of  April,  1779)  of 
Mr.  Hartley  to  Lord  North,  after  Kcveral  previous  conferences  on  the 
subject,  is  the  ground  of  the  present  confidential  communication  with 
Dr.  Franklin  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hartley,  who  states  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
as  he  did  to  Lord  North,  that  an  auspicious  beginning  of  a  negotiation 
is  dimidium  factu 

Mr.  Hartley's  ideas  of  the  probable  course  of  the  negotiation  would 
be  to  the  following  effect: 

(1)  Five  commissioners  (or  any  three  of  them)  to  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  majesty  to  treat,  consult,  and  «ngrce  upon  the 
final  settlement  and  pacification  of  the  present  troubles  upon  safe, 
honorable,  and  permanent  terms,  subject  to  ratification  by  Parliament. 

(2)  That  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  commissioners  may  be  empowered 
to  agree,  as  a  preliminary,  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  by  sea  and  land 
for  a  certain  term  of  five  or  seven  years.* 

(3)  Than  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  commissioners  bo  empowered  to 
agree,  a«  a  second  preliminary,  to  suspend  the  operation  and  effect  of 
any  and  all  acts  of  Parliament  respecting  America  for  a  certain  term 
of  five  or  seven  years. 

(4)  That  it  is  expected,  as  a  third  preliminary,  that  America  should 
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be  released,  freed,  and  unengaged  from  any  treaties  with  foreign 
powers  whicli  may  tend  to  embarrass  or  defeat  the  present  negociation. 

(5)  That  a  geneml  treaty  for  negociation  shall  bo  set  on  foot  as  soon 
as  may  bo  after  the  agreement  of  the  foregoing  preliminaries. 

N.  B. — A  doubt  seeming  to  arise  from  Lord  North  relative  to  the 
probability  of  any  explanatory  communication  on  the  p.art  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  nartley  expressed,  ho  thought  it  possible  that,  as  a  known 
friend  to  peace,  he  might  be  considered  by  Dr.  Franklin  as  a  depot  of 
any  communications  which  may  serve  from  time  to  time  to  facilitate 
the  terms  of  pe^ice,  which  therefore  prevents  this  communication  from 
being  considered  as  any  direct  overture  from  Lord  North  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, or  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  Lord  North  ;  but  as  it  is  merely  a  media- 
torial proposition  of  Mr.  Hartley,  as  a  private  person,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  the  parties  to  a  parley. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

IRAKIS,  April  22, 1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  euclone  you  copies  t  of  a  note  and  letter  from  me  to 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  show  the  terms  on  which  it  seems  to  me 
we  are  most  likely  to  obtain  a  loan  from  cither  Fran<!e  or  Spain.  If 
Congress  approve  of  them,  1  should  be  glad  of  some  instructions  in  con- 
formity to  them  ;  if  they  are  not  approved  of,  1  should  wish  to  know  it, 
that  I  may  not  repeat  the  proi)Osal. 

I  can  not  learn  that  England  means  to  send  out  any  considerable  aug- 
mentation of  their  army  with  you.  They  have  lately  received  dispatches 
relative  to  the  proceedings  in  Georgia,  but  it  does  not  ai)i)ear  yet 
whether  they  will  send  a  re-enforcement  thither  from  Great  Jhitain, 
though  I  think  it  probable  they  will. 

1  have  not  hiul  a  lino  from  you  since  October  last.  The  peace  is  not 
yet  signed  in  Germany.  The  news  of  the  taking  of  Pondicherry  and 
other  French  settlements  in  India  by  the  English,  together  with  their 
advantageous  situation  in  the  West  Indies,  has  raised  their  funds,  their 
credit,  and  their  spirits-l 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

AuTUUu  Lee. 
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t  Missing. 

tTliis  Ictt^sr  was  accoiiipanied  by  nnotlicr,  dated  Apr.  :i'.\,  and  ontitlod  "A  memo- 
rial respecting  tlio  conduct  of  Mr.  Williams,"  which  was  afterwards  printed  under  tbe 
title  of  "Observations  on  certain  commercial  transactions  in  Franco,  laid  before 
Congress,  by  Arthur  Leo,  riiiladelpbia,  l/HO."  To  these  observations  is  prefixed 
.1  preface,  which  is  not  attached  to  the  memorial  tirst  transmitted  to  Congress. — 
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Wasliington  to  Jay.* 

MiDDLEBttooKB,  April  23, 1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  oiiii  or  j-oiir  former  letters  yon  intimate  tbat  n  fr 
commiiiiicntioii  of  Beiitiiiionts  ^tjII  nut  t>o  displeasing  to  you.  If,  und 
ttiis  Biinctiou,  I  »lioulil  stop  beyond  tlie  lino  yoa  would  wish  to  drit' 
(ind  suggest  idc»3  or  ask  questions  wtiicU  are  improper  to  lie  auswere 
yon  bare  only  to  jiiiss  them  by  in  silence.  1  triah  you  to  be  convinci 
ttint  I  do  iiob  dtisiio  to  pry  iuto  measures  tbe  knowledge  of  wbicU 
not  necessary  for  my  government  ns  an  executive  officer,  ortlieprem 
turo  discovery  of  wliit^U  might  be  prejudicial  to  pbiiis  iu  con  tern  jilalio 

After  premising  tills,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  wbat  are  tlio  reasons  for  kec 
iugthoContiuental  frigates  in  port  1 1f  it  is  because  bands  can  not  be  o 
taincd  to  man  tlioin  on  tlio  presentencouragementisomeotlier  pliui  ongi 
to  be  adopted  to  niako  tliem  useful.  Had  not  Congress  better  lend  the 
to  conuDan<lers  of  known  bravery  and  capacity  for  a  limited  term, : 
the  oxjtiratioii  of  which  the  vessels,  if  not  taken  or  lost,  to  revert 
the  States,  they  :ind  Ihciv  crews  in  the  mean  time  enjoying  the  eicl 
sivo  bcneQt  of  all  captures  they  make,  but  acting  either  singly  or  co 
jointly  under  the  direction  of  Congress!  If  this  or  a  similar  plan  con 
be  fallen  ujion,  comprehending  the  whole  number  under  some  head, 
man  of  ability  an<l  authority  commissioued  to  act  as  commodore  or  a 
iniraljlthtiikgrcatadvantagesmightresultfrom  it.  I  nni  iiotsurobi 
at  this  moment,  by  such  n  collection  of  the  naval  force  we  have,  all  tl 
British  armed  vessels  and  transports  lit  Georgia  might  betaken  or  d 
slroyed  and  their  troops  ruined.  Upon  the  present  system  our  sliij 
are  not  only  very  expensive  and  totally  useless  in  port,  but  sometiin' 
require  a  land  force  to  protect  them,  as  Intely  happened  at  New  Ivondo 

The  rumor  of  the  camp  is  that  hionsieur  Geranl  is  abont  to  letuni 
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In  the  Inst  place,  tbongh  first  in  iinportaiico,  I  shall  ask  is  there  auy- 
thiu^  doing,  or  that  can  be  done,  to  restore  the  creditor  our  currency  f 
The  depreciation  of  it  is  got  to  so  alarming  a  point  that  a  wagon  load 
of  money  will  scarcely  purchase  a  wagon  load  of  provisions. 

I  rei)eat  what  I  before  observed,  that  I  do  not  wish  for  your  reply  to 
more  of  these  matters  than  you  can  touch  with  strict  propriety. 

Very  truly,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

George  Wasuinoton. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.* 

Passy,  April  23,  1779. 
Sir:  I  have  but  just  received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  the  2Uth  instant  relating  to  ilm  q\i\[}  AUiancCy 
and  I  seize  this  first  moment  to  assure  you  of  my  readiness  to  do  with 
'  her  whatever  may  be  agreeable  to  his  majesty.  1  shall  accordingly  write 
directly  to  Captain  Landais,  who  is  arrived  at  Nantes  with  ninety- 
three  English  prisoners,  to  be  exchanged  there,  and  shall  order  him  to 
UOrient,  there  to  wait  for  further  orders.  lie  will  receive  son:e  addition 
to  his  crew  from  among  the  American  i)risoni*r8  brought  to  be  ex* 
changed,  but  as  he  will  still  be  far  short  of  the  number  necessary  for 
such  i\  ship,  I  trust  your  excellency  will  give  orders  that  he  may  be 
supi)lied  with  us  many  as  will  make  up  his  complement. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
Servant, 

B.  F.t 


Franklin  to  J.  A  dams,  t 

Passv,  Ai)ril  24,  1779. 
Sir:  By  the  enclosed  letter  from  M,  do  Sartine,  expressing  his 
majesty's  desire  thatthe  AllianceshoiM  be  retained  here  a  little  longer, 
you  will  see  that  1  am  under  a  kind  of  necessity  of  disappointing  you 
in  3'our  intentions  of  making  your  passage  immediately  in  that  vessel, 
which  would  be  more  un])leasing  tome  but  for  these  considerations: 
That  possibly  it  may  be  safe  for  you  to  go  in  a  ship  where  the  crew,  not 
being  so  mixed,  can  be  better  dei)ended  on ;  where  you  will  not  be  in- 
commoded by  the  misuiulerstandings  subsisting  between  the  oillcers 
and  their  cai)tain;  and  where  you  will  have  the  f^ociety  of  the  French 
ambsissiulor,  M.  le  Chevalier  de  hi  Luzerne,  whoaj)pears  to  aiea  most 
amiable  man  and  of  very  sensible  and  pleasing  conversation.  I  hope 
this  will,  in  some  measure,  compensate  for  the  inconvenience  of  shift- 
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jiig  your  stoi'ca  from  one  Khip  to  the  oilier.  And  a3  I  sbnll  order  tl 
Alliance  to  1/  Orient,  wliere  tbe  king's  frigate  is  tliat  carries  tbe  aiubasa 
dor,  tlio  removal  of  your  things  from  one  sliip  to  the  other  will  bo  mo 
easy.  You  can  even  go  thither  in  the  Alliance  if  you  choose  it.  Tl 
ships  iu  the  Amoricnii  trade  which  were  at  JSantes  whea  I  offered  the 
the  convoy  of  the  Alliance  having  decliuod  that  offer  and  sailed,  as 
uuderstimd,  under  nuotlier  and  perhaps  aatbr  convoy,  makes  her  iinm 
tliiito  departure  for  America  less  necessary,  and  perhaiw  she  may  no 
make  a  crniso  in  those  seas,  for  tvhicli  I  understand  she  will  have  tiim 
which  will  be  probably  more  advantageous,  and ' therefore  more  snti 
factory  to  her  people,  tliiin  a  direct  return.  I  ho]>e  she  may  procure  i 
some  more  prisoners  to  exchange  the  rest  of  our  coantrymen,  and 
the  same  time  reimburse  us  Ibe  charges  of  her  refitting,  whiuh  yi 
know  we  stand  much  in  neeil  of. 

M.  Dumns  wriU's  me  from  The  Hague  of  the  10th  ".To  99018  depn 
hicr,  de  bonne  part,  quo  I'EHpagne  s'eat  enllii  duelling.  Cela  fera  1 
bon  cflut  ici  ot  partont."  I  hope  his  iotelligeuce  is  good,  but  iiothii 
of  it  lias  yet  transpired  here. 

Knclosod  1  send  yon  a  cover  which  1  have  just  received  from  Har 
iiique,  directed  to  me,  but  conttiiniiig  only  a  letter  for  you.  The  cov 
being  nnskillfully  sealed  over,  the  sea]  of  your  letter  wag  so  attached 
it  that  I  had  like  to  have  broken  open  the  one  in  opening  the  other, 
send  you  also  another  letter  which  came  from  Sp.iin.  I  am  obliged  I 
your  olfer  of  taking  charge  of  uiy  dispatches  for  America.  1  shall  sei 
them  down  to  you  by  M.  do  la  Luzerne,  who  is  to  set  off  iu  a  few  daj 

With  great  esteem,  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedie 
and  humble  servant, 

B.   FKA!tKLIN. 
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to  the  second  ship,  if  this  sutlers  the  ssimo  fate,  in  order  to  implore  the 
justice  of  Congress.  Meanwhile  it  htis  been  thought  pro}>er  to  commu- 
nicate the  facts  to  Congress,  in  order  that  tliey  may  be  pleased  pre- 
viously to  examine  this  aftair,  on  which  we  are  persuaded  that  they 
will  be  pleased  to  bestow  the  greater  attention,  as  it  involves  the  observ- 
ance of  a  law  generally  adopted  by  commercial  nations  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  security  upon  the  sea,  as  well  as  of  the  right  of 
neutrality,  which  affects  the  interests  of  the  United  States  as  much  and 
more  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  and  in  order  not  to  give  just  cause 
of  discontent  to  a  i)ower  like  Spain,  by  violating  the  immunity  and 
dignity  of  her  flag,  and  by  depriving  her  subjects  of  their  property 
without  cause  or  pretext 

Oebard. 
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[TntDsUtion.] 

Memorial  or  relation  of  tlio  injury  BUBtainod  by  two  captniiiB  of  Spanish  merchnnt- 
meu  which  had  sailed,  the  one  from  the  river  of  London,  loaded  with  niercliandise 
for  Cadiz,  on  the  account  and  at  tlie  risk  of  Spanish  niorcliants,  and  the  other  from 
the  port  of  Cadis,  loaded  with  wines,  fraits,  cochinnal,  and  other  articles  of  the 
growth  of  the  Spanish  territory,  belonging  also  to  SpaiiiardR,  bound  for  London. 
Those  two  vesselR  were  8toi)ped  by  two  dirTcront  privatocra,  cnrryinj;  the  flag  of  tlie 
United  States  of  America,  and  brought,  the  one  to  Newbury  and  tlie  other  to  Beverly, 
and  then,  on  the  demand  of  the  owners  of  the  privateer,  the  cargo  of  one  of  them  waH 
declared  a  lawful  prize  at  Boston,  the  26i\\  of  last  March.  They  were  on  tlio  point 
of  passing  sentence  on  the  other  at  the  same  place,  and  not  doubting  that  it  will 
sufTer  the  same  fate  an  tho  firHt,  according  to  tho  letters  written  by  the  said  captains 
from  the  said  port  of  Boston  to  Don  Juan  de  Mirallcs,  one  of  which  is  without  date 
and  the  other  bearing  date  of  the  3d  of  this  niontli,  he  has  tho  honor  to  impart  their 
contents  to  his  excelloncy  M.  (torard,  minister  i)lenipoteutinry  of  the  court  of  F-rance 
to  tho  United  Stat-es  of  America,  requesting  him  to  have  the  goodness  to  lay  the 
information  before  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  said  iSt:itc9,  in  order  to  obtain  all 
the  satisfaction  due  to  the  honor  of  tho  flag  of  his  (Jatliolic  mnjosty,  his  maRter,  in 
conformity  to  the  tenor  of  articles  fourteenth,  liftccnth,  twcnty-lifth,  and  tweuty-sixth 
of  the  treaty  of  alliance  and  connucrce  between  his  uioht  (Christian  majesty  and  the 
said  States  of  America,  signed  the  6th  of  February,  1778.  lie  asks  also  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  infringers  of  the  treaty  or  captors,  and  requests  that  the  judges  may 
be  punished  who  have  unjustly  condemned  and  sentenced  as  a  lawful  prize  the  said 
cargo;  and,  provided  that  the  other  vessel  has  met  with  the  same  i'ate,  to  sentence 
them  to  the  payment  of  all  the  indemnities,  expenses,  damages,  and  losses  resulting 
from  the  injury  sustained  by  the  said  vessels  and  the  intcrru])tion  of  their  voyages, 
besides  the  injury  which  this  occasions  to  the  proprietors  of  the  same;  and  this,  see- 
ing that  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  stopped  his  niajcsty  the  King  of  Spain  wns 
at  peace  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  cousciinently  had  no  enemy  to  fear, 
whereas  it  is  possible  that  since  that  time  the  state  of  peace  between  the  court  of 
Sjiain  and  other  i>owers  may  have  changed,  or  will  change,  before  the  said  Spanish 
vessels  can  perform  the  vo^'ages  for  which  they  were  designed,  and  also  the  decay 
of  the  vessels  and  of  the  merchandise  with  which  they  were  loaded,  and  the  great 
risk  offered  by  a  voyage  from  this  continent  to  any  European  port,  etc.,  to  wit: 

Captain  Joseph  Llanos,  by  his  letter  without  date  (although  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  comes  from  Boston),  says  that  he  sailed  from  London  with  his  vessel  (without 


]:'■!■  luri.oMA'i'Kr  ('oiiitKsroNiiKNcr;. 

iiioiil liming  irn  nniiir),  lK(1»ii;;iiij:  In  Don  I'liiliji  A);ui:ixr  (In  Snn  Fiuldor,  Innilml  wi 
iiiorcliaiKliBe  fur  Ciiilix,  niiiiinutiiig  to  nonrly  two  liiiiidral  tlionaaiid  oiirrait  |>iiiBtn 
and  that  In  the  cotitM  oriiiB  vvyoge  bti  wn*iitv|i|HMlby  it  ]>clvKt«erMbooiier  ofNe' 
liiicy,  called  tbo  Siictwf,  Fulis  'friiitk,  uiitiUMU,  b«loii){iiiK  t"  KHluuiielTraoj,  ottm 
Ncvrbuiy,  and  fui-cibly  brungUt  to  tlits  pluuu,  uutwitbHtauiliiig  that  be  utured  t 
Haiil  Ca|itaiii  Truxk  tbiil  tlio  curyo  buli>ii|;ud  enliroly  to  SjiaiiiuidB,  and  tbnt  he  ir 
convinuod  of  il  b;  tbo  hille  ul  lailon  found  ou  board;  not withilar: ding  irlilcli,  tb 
lUu  Bnid  cart;o  bna  be<-ii  HiMitonccd  lu  a  Inwfnl  jirlut,  altliongli  tbe  paporn  oxblliil : 
frand,  a«  viil  bo  aeuu  by  tbu  [iToeeiui,  wbiuli  i»  copied,  in  order  to  b«  presented  to  t 
bunorablo  Cotigrum,  lu  wbiob  apponi  iit  made. 

Tbe  vaiitaina  claim  tliu  prolovtimi  of  Iho  bunorablo  Cuugrewi,  tli«t  ufliia  excol1oD< 
M.  Gerard,  and  that  nf  Uun  Juan  du  tlinillcH ;  llio  iiari^atiuii  uf  the  Spatiisb  beii 
very  niiicb  injured  by  the  privntocrs  of  tbiR  cunlineiit,  thoro  being  Ibrou  vessi 
belonging  to  this  nation  in  the  hhuiu  Hitunliun  an  tliu  abovu,  brought  in  by  dift'ere 
jirivaloers.  I'licso  llirLti  vewtrls  wIhu  pri>|HiHU  ti>  npjieal  to  tito  faonornble  Uongre' 
and  are  rusulved  tu  defend  tho  rigbtH  of  Iho  K]>aMiBh. 

Ca]>tain  Juacbiu  (iarr.ia  de  I.nea,  ooininnuder  til'  n  Spaiiiah  iihip  with  Ihrou  mnai 
her  crow  Spaninli,  aayn,  in  bis  loltvr,  dnled  At  lloatunthu  :ld  ortlie  present  niotil 
that  bo  sailed  fimn  (.'iidi/  for  lioiidun,  Itmdud  with  wlnci^  oils,  couhineal,  and  fi'nil 
on  tbe  accunnt  nnd  iil  the  risk  uf  8[inui»rdii,  and  that  bo  wtta  slupiKxl,  uu  Ihuttlet 
Doccnibcr,  ITTtt,  when  purening  IiIh  voyage,  by  a  privatoor  fritialt',  with  the  Hug 
the  Uuitwl  Stulex  o[  Ainiiriciii,  w-bich  lirmigbt  him  to  lluvtrly ;  that  having  loani' 
tbat  thuon-nerHur  tliu  wiid  iiijviitiior  wui«  desiruiin  that  Ihu  curguol  tbe  Spam 
vexHel  Rhuuhl  be  conlisenLi'd,  hu  wi'iit  l-o  ItostiMi,  wliuru  tbe  court  iirjuMticoaJts,  bufu 
wbiubho  appeared  on  tliu  3d  ot  the  currant  month,  not  knuwing  at  that  time  but 
slioiild  luoot  with  tho  Hiiino  fate  which  liia  friuiiil  Uun  JoHeph  de  hlanua  baa  eatl'er 
with  regard  tu  biBciirgo.  trbluh  was  cuDdunnied  on  thoSi^thuf  lost  March. 

I,  Duu  Juan  do  Mirallus,  truly  certify  that  tho  above  wasoxtrautud  from  tho  lettt 

ivbich  tho  Spanish  uaptnins,  Don  Joacph  de  Llanoa  and  Jouchin  Uarcia  do  Lnt 

wrote  to  mc,  uud  whieb  I  ruceiTu*!  ou  the  lUtb  current,  at  H  o'clock  in  tlie  evening. 

Don  Juan  iik  Miraixus. 

rittl.AnRl.riiiA,  Jprifi[,  177!). 
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I  rely  iii)oii  Uio  jiiRtice  of  Coiii^rcss  for  siicli  a  ceiiRiiro  of  liin  conduct 
»8  it  deserves. 

1  lisvvo  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  frreutest  resjieet,  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  servant, 

AuTiiuu  Lkk.* 


Jay  to  'Waahiugtoii.t 

riiiLADKLPUiA,  April  2G,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  questions  contained  in  your  favor  of  the  —  April 
instant  are  as  important  as  the  manner  of  introducing  them  is  delicate. 

While  the  maritime  aifairs  of  the  continent  continue  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  committee  they  will  be  ex[)o$ed  to  all  the  consequences  of 
want  of  system,  attention,  and  knowledge.  The  marine  committee  con- 
sists of  a  delegate  from  each  State.  It  fluctuates,  new  members  con- 
stantly coming  in  and  old  ones  going  out  Three  or  four,  indeed,  have 
remained  in  it  from  the  beginning,  an  i  few  members  understand  even 
the  state  of  our  naval  aOairs,  or  have  time  or  inclination  to  attend  to 
them.  But  why  is  not  this  system  changed  f  Jt  is,  in  my  opinion, 
iuconvenient  to  the  family  compact.|  The  commercial  commitle.)  wus 
equally  useless.  A  proposition  was  made  to  appoint  a  commercial 
agent  for  the  States  under  certain  regulations.  Opposition  was  nmde. 
The  ostensible  objections  were  various.  The  true  reason  was  its  inter- 
fering with  a  certain  commercial  agent  in  Europe  and  his  connections. 

You  will,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  lind  Mr.  Gerard  disposed  to 
be  open  and  communicative.  Ue  has  ac(piired  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  our  afl'airs.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  he  will  use  it  to  our  preju- 
dice. There  is  as  much  intrigue  in  this  state-house  as  in  the  Vatican, 
but  as  little  secrecy  as  in  a  boarding  school.  It  mortifh^s  me  on  this 
occasion  to  reflect  that  the  rules  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  secrecy, 
which  are  far  too  general  and  perhaps  for  that  reason  more  frequently 
violated,  restrain  me  from  saying  twenty  things  to  you  which  have 
C4*ased  to  be  private. 

The  state  of  our  currency  is  really  serious.  When  or  by  what  means 
the  progress  of  the  depreciation  will  be  prevented  is  uncertain.  The 
subject  is  delicatc%  but  the  conduct  of  some  men  roally  indicates  at 
least  great  indifference  about  it.    It  will  not  be  many  days  before 


*A.s  to  W.  Lce*8  find  with  Petrie,  hco  Introiliictioii,  $  177. 

12  Jay's  Lift-,  47  ;  I  Corr.  ami  Pnb.  Pjiikis  of  Joliii  Jay,  iiO'J. 

t  On  Fob.  28,  177H,  William  Lro,  tin  jildetninn  oftUe  city  nf  London, and  brother  to 
Arthnr  and  Uichard  II.  Lee,  took  char>;o,  by  order  of  Congress,  of  rbo  commeruial 
agency  of  the  United  Stales  in  France,  oim  of  Wis  nephews  accom[>anying  him  as 
clerk  (see  lutrodnction,  ^  l'^>3);  William  L<m''  was  also  minisler  lo  Vienna  and  Herlin, 
a  nephew  was  in  the  connncrjial  agency,  and  Arthur  Ia'.v.  was  Ktill  tilnlar  minister  to 

Knnin. 


iiLiMsiu'i's  li:iving  ii  ^'R'lil,  tli()iit;li  ihiI.  iiiiiiiciliiid-,  iiiJliiuiiaMiii  tliis  sii 
jcct  will  be.  cither  iKloptcd  or  nijedteil.     1  Blinll  tlieii  liivvo  nii  oj)i>ort 
iiity  of  bving  inuru  pni-ticulitr. 
I  am,  etu., 

JoHM  Jay. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Cotnmlttae  of  rorftign  AffalTs.* 

.  I'AEIB,  April  20,  1779. 
Ogntlemkn  :  Siiico  I  lintl  tho  honor  or  anting  you  last,  on  the  2! 
of  A|iril,  nothing  inatoriiU  has  hamieiied.    An  uccouutof  tbo  signii 
of  tliti  jicnco  in  Ucnniuiy  in  oxpectiHl  hero  daily. 

The  rceiiforcciiienta  sent  tiud  aendiug  out  to  the  army  ngaiiist  yi 
iiinomit  to  iibout  eight  thoiiBiiiid  in  new  Scotch  levies  uud  British  m 
Geniiun  recruits.  It  is  the  plun  of  the  British  ministry,  as  fitr  iis  I  c; 
tetmi,  to  make  great  exertions  in  thia  cnmpnigu  both  iig.iiust  the  Unil< 
Sbitcs  and  the  J<'i-ciivh  islaiids.  Their  wat  against  you  will  iu  all  ]iru 
ability  be  in  cxiicditions  against  different  piuts. 

Thin  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  IJezekiah  Ford,  who  has  serii 
me  fuitlifully  for  eight  mouths  as  scci-otary.     Ho  will  give  you  the  bt 
inlbrmatioii  in  hi.s  power  of  the  state  of  ad'airs  here,  f 
1  have  the  honor  to  bo,  etc, 

AUTIIUU  Lkk. 


Deaite  to  Rolker.I 

VuiLADV.j.i'HlA,  April  20, 1779. 
Sir:  I  was  this  day  snrpriscil  to  hear  tlint,  in  a  memorial  yon  In 
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with  Hie;  for,  as  I  recollect  these  suits  of  clotho.s  cost,  when  delivered 
oil  board,  nearest  30  livrcs  ou  an  averai^e,  and  tliose  purchased  from 
Mous.  Mouthieu  a  trifle  more,  and  those  froui  M.  Coder,  which  were  of 
a  different  fashion,  cousiderably  more;  this  occasioned  my  saying  gen- 
erally, in  my  narrative  to  Congress,  that  the  suits  cost  328.  or  338.  ster- 
ling, of  which  difference  in  our  accounts  advantage  has  been  taken 
against  me,  though  I  spoke  generally,  referring  to  the  .accounts  and  con- 
tracts themselves  to  correct  me  if  I  erred.  You  will  therefore  oblige 
me  by  explaining  the  above,  if  you  have  the  account,  or  if  you  recollect 
the  circumstances  of  that  transaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 

Silas  Deanb. 


Holker  to  Deaue.* 

PiiiLADKLPinA,  April  20,  1779. 

Sir:  1  have  this  moment  received  your  favor  of  this  date.  In  my 
memorial  to  Congress  1  said  that  each  complete  suit  ought  not  to  cost 
more  than  33  or  34  livres  (not  32  or  34),  delivered  in  the  seaports.  1 
spoke  totally  from  memory,  and  believe  I  have  made  a  mistiike,  by  tak- 
ing the  price  in  Paris  or  Moutpelier  for  the  price  at  which  thej'^  would 
stand  at  the  seaports.  Admitting  my  en'or,  they  would  c^st  no  more 
than  30  or  37  livres  the  suit,  according  to  the  l>est  calculation  I  can 
make  from  memory. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  sincerely,  etc., 

Holker. 


Deaiie  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

PillLADKLIMUA,  April   20,  1770. 

Sir:  As  I  have  received  no  rei)ly  to  niy  letters  of  the  30th  ultimo 
and  2d  instant,  I  take  tlie  liberty  of  «ipplying  {ij»ain  to  Con«;rcss  to  re- 
mind thcni  of  my  situation.  It  is  now  more  than  twelve  months  since, 
in  obedience  to  their  orders,  I  left  l^rance  to  return  to  my  native 
country.  Having  em[)loyed  the  short  interval  between  the  receiving 
advice  of  my  recall  and  my  embarking  in  soliciting  essential  aid  and 
succor  for  these  States,  1  entered  on  niy  voyage  with  the  ])leasing  re- 
flection that  after  a  two  years'  faithful  service,  in  a  most  diflicuit  and 
embarrassed  negotiation,  the  issue  had  been  fortunate,  equal  to  my 
utmost  wishes ;  that  the  supplies  I  had  procnicd  and  sent  ont  had 
enabled  my  brave  countrymen  and  fellow  citizens  to  resist  and  humble 
the  enemy  ;  that  the  treaty  which  I  had  the  honor,  with  my  collea[i:ues, 
to  conclude  had  engaged  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  generous  princes 


'  MSS.  ])«•!».  ofStJito;  1  Si.:irkH' Dip.  liev.  Corr.,  111. 

tMSS.  Dep.  oi'Stato;  1  Sparks'  Dij).  liuv,  (Jon.,  1:^7,  willi  verbal  cbatiges. 


1  in  nii'LoMAiic  {■iii;Ki:NriiMfi;\{;K. 

ill   tlic    wui'ltl   U)    ^iLii'iiiity   llic    liliurlit'K   atid    iiidt!iiv)iiteii<-43   of  Iho 
States. 

Tlio  grant  aiid  liutisoiinbltt  nfd  HCiit  out  liy  biiu,  witli  wiiicb  (urt 
liiiviiig  received  tlio  niOKt  Iionornblo  tcstiuioiiinls  of  h'w  api>robatii 
iii\t\  even  ofliis  i'NtO(.'iii,  iis  ^vcil  us  tliat  of  liis  uiiiiistvis  :iiid  of  ii>y  la 
colleague  and  friend  Dr.  Franklin),  I  liad  tlio  honor  to  embark,  gn 
mo  ill  i>rus|icct  tlio  coniplutiuii  of  my  iiiout  sangiiiue  hopes — Ibo  tot 
reduction  of  tlie  ilritiiili  force  in  North  America.  Uiifortuuately  tl 
lenglli  of  our  i).issiigo  defeated  tbe  most  cssoutial  objects  of  this  gre 
and  wcll-coiiccrtcil  enterprise  Extensive  and  inijwrtiiut  services  wc 
bowcver  thereby  rendered,  on  which  I  iiceil  not  bo  p^i^icnlar.  li 
mediately  on  my  hindingin  Amcriai  I rejiii (red  wilk  all postible  dhpat 
to  Oottgrcim  U>  inform  them  of  the  stale  of  nffairg  in  Europe,  which  I  In 
been  advised  by  their  resolution  was  the  bnsinesa  I  was  ordered 
return  u|)on.  Uetween  my  nrrivnl  in  this  city,  on  the  13th  of  Jul 
and  my  audience  before  Congress  on  tho  21st  of  August,  I  wiis  informi 
that  the  niiiuts  of  some  of  my  countrymen  were  jtrejudiced  against  ni 
and  thnt  insinuations  wore  industriously  cireitlatcd  to  a(!'ect  others ; 
therefore  took  the  eitrliest  opportunity  given  me,  imd  iifter  having  la 
before  Congress  a  general  state  of  foreign  ufTaiis  and  of  niy  proceeding 
to  request  that  if  anything  had  been  laid  to  my  charge  or  suggested 
my  disadvantage  I  might  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  lor  that 
was  probable  that  in  Ibe  dilDcnlt,  complicated,  and  embarrasse*!  seen 
1  biid  gone  through  many  things  might  require  explanation.  I  reeeivi 
no  reply,and  continuing  to  solicit  to  have  tbe  business  I  returned  upi 
concluded,  I  was  informeil  that  an  honorable  member  proituced 
Congress  an  extract  from  a  letter  froni  a  ])rivatu  gentleman  respe^tii 
a  conversation  which  passed  between  him  and  tho  honorable  ^Ir.  Cii 
niichaet  which  iiniilied  a  censure  on  my  conduct.    On  the  2Gtli  of  Se 
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still  before  Congress,  and  to  them  I  refer,  particularly-  to  that  of  the 
12th,  which  closes  in  these  words: 

^^As  in  commercial  transactions  there  are  but  two  sides  to  an  ac- 
count, and  everything  goes  to  the  debit  or  credit,  the  folio  for  profit  or 
loss,  so  must  I  solicit  that  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  honorable  Mr.  Adams  may 
be  directed  to  see  the  settlement  of  all  those  accounts  immediately  on 
my  return  to  Paris;  and  as  there  has  been  a  charge  made  by  Mr.  Lee  of 
profusion,  of  extravagant  contracts,  and  the  like,  that  those  gentlemen 
be  authorized  to  submit  those  accounts,  with  every  allegation  of  the 
kind,  to  the  adjustment  and  determination  of  gentlemen  of  ability  and 
character  on  the  siK)t,and  that  orders  may  bo  given  that  whatever  may 
be  found  due  from  the  commissioners,  or  either  of  them,  may  be  in- 
stantly' paid  into  the  hands  of  the  banker  for  Congress,  and  that,  in 
like  manner,  said  banker  may  bo  ordered  to  pay  whatever  may  be  the 
halance  to  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  same  shall  bo  found.  By  this 
means  truth  will  be  demonstrated  and  justice  done,  which  is  all  I  have 
ever  wished  for.'* 

In  December  hist  I  was  directed  to  lay  before  Congress  in  writing 
a  narrative  of  my  proceedings  whilst  their  commercial  and  political 
ngent,  etc.*  I  must  ask  leave  to  refer  to  that  narrative  at  large,  ns  many 
of  the  honorable  members  then  in  Congress  are  now  absent,  and  the 
repi-esentatives  of  several  of  the  States  entirely  changed.  On  a  refer- 
ence it  will  be  found  that  I  again  solicited  for  iis  early  a  decision  as  i)os- 
sible  on  my  conduce,  that  the  most  thorough  examination  might  bo 
made,  and  to  demonstrate  what  my  commercial  conduct  had  been  whilst 
the  agent  of  these  States,  that  my  accounts  might  be  put  in  the  way 
of  being  settled  without  delay,  that  the  part  I  had  acted  and  the  sta- 
tion I  had  been  in  could  not  be  considered  as  a  neutral  or  indifferent 
one,  and  that  approbation  or  censure  was  my  duo,  etc.  When  I  was 
favored  with  that  audience,!  flattered  myself  that,  the  delays  I  had  met 
with  had  given  ample  time  tor  the  most  full  aiid  perfect  scrutinyMnto 
every  part  of  my  couduct,  and  that  if  any  charges  were  to  be  brought 
against  any  part  of  my  conduct  I  should  then  be  informed  of  them.  I 
therefore  again  requested  to  know  if  tiiere  were  any.  1  was  informed 
of  none.  Soon  after  I  was  told  that  a  conunitteo  was  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  and  report  on  foreign  affairs.  1  previously  informed  Con- 
gress that  I  lijwl  no  copies  of  the  letters  wrote  to  them  by  the  commis- 
sioners from  Taris;  that  Dr.  Franklin  took  the  care  of  them,  and 
that,  my  having  no  apprehension  of  being  questioned  on  them,  I  had 
not  taken  duplicates  with  me,  therefore  requested  tliat  1  might  have 
copies  of  them,  that  I  might  explain  anything  which  mightat  first  sight 
appear  dubious  or  contradictory. 


•For  I)oaiie*8  Narr.itlvo,  poo  Silti9  Vratie  in  France  (Pliiladclpliia,  lHr»r)),  17.  At 
page  151  of  tho  natno  ])iibIicatioii  is  ;jivon  a  letter  of  Arthur  Leo  to  the  Prpsldont  of 
Congrem,  ilate<l  February  10, 1771),  in  reply  to  Doano^H  Letter  to  the  Amoricau  People, 
dated  December  5,  1778. 


li'J  nii'i.OMATic  (■ni;in:F;['o>j|)i.;N(:K 

L  artorwivniH  ii|i|ilitHl  to  the  iiieinliors  of  tlio  hotiorablo  comioittc 
ilosiiing  Hint  if  in  tlie  voiitbu  of  tlicir  cxainiiintioii  aiiylbitig  sliau 
i)]i]H-iir  <loi(l>triil,  or  Riicli  ii3  iiiigUt  support  a  diurgo  agniiist  any  pnrt 
iti.v  imidiKst,  I  inigiit  Iio  Lciinl  beforn  any  report  slinuld  be  miule.  I  il 
not  iL-ceivo  copitiR  of  tlin  lettors,  nor  wiis  lover  callotl  iipOQ  by  tlio  coi 
inttUH«,  who,  I  lun  iiirurinetl,  Imvti  riiiule  tiicir  report,  as  to  wbicli  I  ii 
wholly  nninfonned.  Soon  after  this  report  waa  delivered  to  Ooiigi'Ci 
having  been  iiersociitwi  in  Uio  pnblic  pnpci'a  for  severnl  months  in  t1 
most  Hcaiidaloits,  virulent,  and  licentious  maimer,  and  accused  befo 
tlic  public  of  ct'itn'i.i  of  the  blackest  complexion,  I  again  addrcsseil  in 
»clf  to  CungrcKs,  nu<l,  its  tlieir  servant,  claimed  tlioir  protection,  aud  tb 
1  might  be  lieivrd  in  the  most  public  niannor,  or  iu  any  other  way  thi 
thought  proper.  This  letter  of  tlia  30tli  of  March  raniains  unanswere 
and  I  now  pray  the  contcntH  of  it  may  bo  considered.  The  part  I  acti 
as  political  agent  and  comntiBsioner  for  Congress  is  well  knowti,  ai 
may  bo  judged  of  with  certainty  at  this  time,  ami  thosettlemetitof  mi] 
and  tlie  eommisaioncrs'  accounts  (which  I  hare  repeatedly  solicite 
will  demonstrate  wlmt  my  commercial  conduct  lias  been.  If,  iu  the  coi 
incrcial,Ihavonotacted  with  prudence  nnd  integrity;  if  I  have  neglect 
to  supply  Ihese  Stjitca  with  stores  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  and  ba 
either  wa.>>le<I  or  embezzled  tbo  pnblic  moneys,  the  interestof  thepabl 
requires  tliitt  speedy  Justice  bo  done,  and  the  settlement  of  the  coinni 
siuiiers'  accounts  will  atouceac<]nit  or  condemn  nic.  If,  iu  my  politic 
(lepartnient,  1  liavo  in  any  instance  neglected  or  betrayed  the  iutcres 
of  tny  country;  if  1  have  eondnctcd  weakly  or  wickedly,  or  both,  tl 
public;  ought  to  know  it,  and  I  ought  to  be  punished.  If,  on  the  co 
trary,  I  sacrificed  all  private  considerations,  and  pnt  my  life,  as  well 
fortune,  to  the  hazard  to  procure  relief  and  n.ssistance  for  these  Stat 
frtmi  iibrimd;  if,  iiiiHU])i)t>rtcd  by  it'iiiiltiunu's  Intiii  iR'nci.',  without ciei 
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wicked  men  will  not  prevail  to  delay  it,  and  thereby  injure  the  public 
and  their  servant  more  essentially  than  injustice  itself  would  do. 

1  therefore,  with  the  sensibility  of  an  innocent  yet  injured  man,  and 
with  the  firmness  of  a  free,  iudependcnt  citizen,  ask  for  justice,  fully 
confident  that  Congress  will  not  refuse  or  delay  it.  1  owe  too  much  to 
those  gre-it  personages  who  generously  patroniziMl  and  protected  mc  in 
Europe,  to  my  countrymen,  and  to  myself  to  sufier  my  character  and 
conduct  to  remain  longer  under  any  uncertainty.  Wiieu  the  part  I 
acted  abroad  in  the  service  of  these  St^ates,  my  recall,  the  circumstsinces 
of  my  return,  my  reception,  and  the  delays  I  have  since  met  with,  are 
reviewed,  I  think  my  case  will  be  found  i>eculiar. 

Permit  me,  then,  to  repeat  that  my  services  have  been  in  two  depart- 
ments— political  aud  commercial.  Everything  respecting  the  first  is 
already  well  known  ;  the  closing  of  the  accounts  will  demonstrate  what 
the  latter  hiis  been.  On  the  first,  Congress  is  now  able  to  judge;  justice 
to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  myself,  calls  for  their  determination.  If 
there  are  charges  against  me  iu  either  of  the  characters  1  have  sup- 
ported, I  must  cousider  myself  entitled  to  know  what  they  are  and  to 
be  permitted  to  answer. 

1  C41U  not  close  this  letter  without  complaining  to  Congress  of  the 
abuse  £  have  met  with  in  the  public  pa[)ers  from  a  writer  who  was 
lately  their  confidential  servant,  and  who  has  abused  their  confidence 
to  deceive  and  imx)ose  on  the  free  citizens  of  these  States  and  to  injure 
me  in  the  public  opinion;  also  of  the  partial  and  injurious  manner  in 
which  I  have  been  treated  by  others  who,  deeply  interested  by  family 
ami  other  connections  to  support  my  enemies,  represent  my  conduct, 
and  the  letters  written  by  the  commissioners  and  myself  as  incoiiKistent 
and  contradictory,  whilst  I  remain  deprived  of  any  oi)portunity  to  ex- 
plain them.  My  utmost  ambition  and  wishes  have,  ever  been  to  serve 
these  States,  and  to  merit  the  title  of  their  faitliful  and  approved  ser- 
vant; nothing  can  deprive  me  of  the  consciousness  of  having  served 
faithfully  and  with  integrity.  If  my  country  have  no  further  service 
for  me,  my  first  object,  as  well  as  my  duty,  must  be  to  justify  niy  con- 
duct, and  to  rescue  my  reputation  and  character  from  the  injury  and 
abuse  of  wicked  men  ;  and  to  do  this  I  again  ask  of  Congress,  what  I 
consider  as  my  right,  their  decision  on  my  conduct  as  their  servant; 
and  if  any  part  thereof  is  ciuestioned,  1  may  be  permitted  to  explain 
and  vindicate  the  same,  which  I  have  oft(»n  said,  and  again  repeat,  the 
settlement  of  the  commissioners'  accounts  will  enable  me  to  do,  even 
to  mathematical  demonstration.  Any  further  delay  in  my  case  must 
have  all  the  cou8e(piences  of  a  relusal  and  as  I  have  ever  relied  with 
confidence  on  the  justice  of  Congress,  and  long  waited  their  decision, 
I  flatter  myself  it  will  no  longer  bo  post|)oued.  I  shall  leave  Philadel- 
phia in  the  course  of  this  week  on  lu}'  private  atl'airs,  and  wish  to  do  it 
as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Deanc  to  the  PrcHideiit  of  CoiigieaB.* 

I'niLAUKLPniA,  A]>rit  27, 1779. 

Slit :  I  iK'iml  yoAlenlny,  I);  nccidoiit,  tlmt  nti  lioiiorable  geiitleiiinii 
CoiijirBss  liixl  iiiadiukciilciilAtioiirroiii  tlie  {;eiier:il  account  wliicli  I  gn< 
it)  my  iiarmtivo  of  tlio  prico  of  tlioc]otlic8  I  purcliiuied  in  Franco  ai 
tli:it  gWcn  by  Itl.  Ilnlkcr  in  a  momDrinl  of  lii-s,  niid  liml  <)rnwii  <x>n8 
qneiires  very  tnjnrion»  to  mo  tlicrefroin.  lu  my  iinrmtivo.  I  jnConni 
Congress  tliat  tlio  clotheH  coat  'A'is.  or  '<i3s.  Rterling  completo,  dcliren 
on  bonrtl.  Tiiis  wns  noarly  tlio  avunige  price,  and  of  that  and  ii< 
of  tho  particular,  I  Bpokc.  Tbirty-two  aliiilings  sterling  is  equ 
to  3r>  livrcs  11  Hols  G  dciiiem.  Tbo  clotbos  bongbt  of  Mensrs.  Sa 
batier  &  Dcspic/  cost  36  lix'rea,  noareat,  di-lii-ered  on  board;  tboi 
of  Mous.  MmiilIiIuii  a  foir  sola  more;  those  by  Mr.  Williiinia,  tbo  aani 
nearly  aa  I  re<;ollG<;t ;  and  about  a  tlioiiaand  suiUi  of  M.  Coder,  of  a  di 
fercnt  faaliion,  more  than  40  livres  each.  I  liare  before  related  to  <Jo 
gress  that  Mr.  Leo  himactf  ajtprorcd  of  these  purchases,  having  bc< 
present  at  the  contracting  for  a  part  of  tlieni — thoseof  M.Cwlerin  pa 
ticniar — and  Inul  signed  tho  settlement  of  the  accounts  and  orders  i 
drafcs  for  the  money. 

Snr])ri6ed  at  tlie  oalcntation  mmle  and  tbo  injurious  inferences  drati 
therefrom,  1  wrote  to  Al.  Ilolkcr  the  enclosed  tetter,  and  received  h 
answer  thereto,  a  cn])y  of  which  I  take  the  lilwrty  of  enclosing,  Thirt 
seven  livres  beinp  equal  to  32».  i^d.  storting,  it  ia  evident  that  tl 
catcnlatioQ  made  is  wrong,  even  if  I  had  fixed  tho  price  positively  : 
32s.  or  33s.  sterling. 

I  will  not  trouble  Congress  at  preaent  willi  any  furthur  observatioi 
ou  the  sulijcct,  but  am,  with  mnch  respect,  etc, 

Silas  Deane. 
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very  mischievous  eflfects  and  occ  asioued  tlie  loss  of  many  vessels  beloug- 
iog  to  the  subjects  of  the  Stotes  and  bound  for  France — the  Congress, 
after  remonstrating  in  vain  against  so  irregular  a  practice  as  that  of 
enticing  servants  to  betray  their  trust,  found  it  necessary  to  make 
reprisals  in  the  same  way,  and  accordingly  passed  an  act  promising 
the  same  rewards  to  those  seamen  who  should  seize  and  bring  in  any 
English  ship  they  miglit  be  on  board  of.  This  privateer  was  taken  in 
ronsequeiice;  and  as  I  look  upon  that  act  of  Congress  to  be  in  the 
nature  of  a  general  commission,  1  apprehend  that  the  capture  was  duly 
made,  and  tliat  the  captors  have  a  just  title  to  the  prize.  I  therefore 
request  your  excellency's  protection  in  behalf  of  those  poor  American 
seamen,  and  that  an  order  may  be  sent  to  discharge  them  from  their 
imprisonment  and  deliver  to  them  the  value  of  the  prize  in  question. 
With  great  respect  I  am,  etc. 


Franklin.— Instructions  to  John  Paul  Jones,  Commander  of  the  American 
Squadron  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  Port  of  L'Orient.* 

First.  His  majesty  having  been  pleased  to  grant  some  troops  for  a 
particular  expedition,  proposed  to  annoy  our  common  enemy,  in  which 
tbe  sea  force  under  your  command  might  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
tinguishing itself,  you  are  to  receive  on  board  the  ships  of  war  and  the 
other  vessels  destined  for  that  purpose  the  troops  that  shall  present 
themselves  to  you,  aflbrd  them  such  accommodation  as  may  be  most 
j)roper  for  preserving  their  health,  and  convoy  them  to  such  port  or 
phice  as  their  commander  shall  desire  to  land  them  at. 

Sec*.ond.  When  the  troops  are  lauded,  yon  are  to  aid  by  all  means  in 
your  power  their  operations,  sis  they  will  be  instructed  in  like  manner 
to  aid  and  support  those  you  may  make  with  your  ships,  that  so,  by 
this  concurrence  and  union  of  your  different  forces,  all  that  such  a  com- 
pounded strength  is  (•a[)able  of  may  be  eil'ected. 

Third.  You  are,  during  the  expedition,  never  to  depart  from  the 
troops  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  protect  them  in  case  of  a  repulse ;  nnd  in 
all  events  you  nre  to  endeavor  to  elfect  their  complete  reembarkation 
on  board  the  ships  and  trans[)orts  under  yonr  command  when  the  ex- 
pedition shall  be  ended. 

Fourth.  You  are  to  bring  to  France  all  the  English  seamen  you  may 
happen  to  take  prisoners,  in  order  to  complete  the  good  work  you  have 
already  made  such  progress  in,  of  delivering,  by  an  exchange,  the  rest 
of  our  countrymen  now  languishing  in  the  jails  of  Great  Britain. 

Fifth.  As  many  of  your  ollicers  and  peo[)le  have  lately  escaped  from 
English  prisons  either  in  Europe  or  America,  you  are  to  be  particu- 
larly attentive  to  their  conduct  towards  the  prisoners  which  the  fortune 
of  war  may  throw  into  your  hands,  lest  resentment  of  the  more  than 
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biirhnroiin  iisagit  by  tliu  EiigliuU  in  lutmy  [iIikoa  townnU  tlio  Amorivai 
should  occaHJuii  n  retalintioii,  nnd  an  iinitiition  of  wUat  oaght  ratlmr 
1)0  detested  nii<l  avoided  for  tlie  sake  of  bumauity  and  for  tho  hou 
of  our  country. 

Sixth.  Ill  tlio  niiine  view,  althongh  the  Knglish  have  banit  waiitoD 
iiuuiy  dcfonscltsi^H  lowti»  in  America,  yon  nro  not  to  follow  this  exaniii 
unless  wlicro  a  rcasoniiljlo  rausnni  is  refused,  in  wliich  case  your  ov 
f^Gucrous  feelings,  us  well  ns  tliid  instnietion,  wilt  indneo  you  to  gi 
timely  notice  of  your  intention,  that  sick  and  ancient  pcraouH,  wome 
and  children,  inuy  bo  first  rcmove<l. 
Dotio  at  I'assy  the  28tU  day  of  Ai>ril,  1770. 

B.  Fbanklin, 
Minister  rienipoteniiary 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  France. 


Dumaa  to  the  Cominitt««  of  Foioieu  AIFalra.* 

TuR  Hague,  April  29,  1779. 
Gentlemrn  :  I II  all  tbis  luontli  untbiug  hnn  passed  reniarknble  bet 
unless  it  be  tbo  memorial  prosenh^l  by  the  lilnglisli  ambussador.  It 
in  this  interval  I  liave  t'^kon  part  in  a  Bocret  operation,  which  b^is  eo 
lided  the  ci-cdit  and  secrets  of  Ajnerica  to  a  house  at  Auistordani  trn 
patriotic  ami  not  sns[>cutcd  of  collusiou  with  the  enemy.  Dr.  FraukI 
is  fnlly  apprised  of  it  all. 
Hero  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  biru  : 
lO  StntuB  oE  tlio  I'l 
an  oriKiinry 
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Congress — Action  as  to  Ministers  abroad." 
[See  sujtra,  March  27,  April  15,  April  20, 1770.  J 

April  30, 1779. 

OoDgross  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs; 
and  the  question  under  debate  being  stilted,  viz :  Shall  Arthur  Lcc^  esq.j 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  at  tlie  court  of  Madrid^  be  recalled j 

Mr.  Paca  arose  and  informed  the  house  tliat  lie  had  important  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  the  said  report,  Avhich  lie  would  connnunicate 
agreeably  to  the  onler  of  the  house.  He  then  proceeded  to  hiy  on  the 
table  a  paper  signed  by  himself  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Drayton,  containing  in- 
telligence respecting  Arthur  Lee,  esq.,  which  was  read. 

PACA  AND  DBA YTON— STATEMENT  TO  CONGRESS  APKIL  30,  1770,  AS  TO  ARTUUIt 

LBE.t 

The  undeniignod,  members  of  the  CoDgross  of  the  United  States  of  North  Atnorica, 
^ave  the  honor  to  inform  the  said  Congreu— 

That  upon  good  grounds  having  been  led  to  believe  that  the  conduct  of  Arthur  Lee, 
esfi.y  late  one  of  the  commissioners  representing  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  and  now  sole  commissioner  to  represent  the  said  States  at  the  court  of 
Madrid,  was  disgustful  to  tliose  courto,  uncouciliatory  to  their  subjects,  and  i)rojudi- 
oial  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  said  States,  they  were  astonished  to  hear  nn  asser- 
tion maile  in  Congresson  the  15tli  instant  by  an  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
Bay,  as  from  the  highest  authority  in  America,  that  the  said  commissioner  is  jmssessod 
of  the  coufidence  of  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  since  another  assertion  by  another 
honorable  member  from  the  same  State,  that  the  said  commissioner  is  the  most  proper 
person  to  represent  the  said  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  assertions  which,  being 
made  in  the  debates  upon  foreign  affairs,  were  made  toiullncnce  Congress  to  continue 
the  said  Arthur  Leo,  esq.,  as  tlio  public  minister  of  the  said  United  States  to  the 
conrt  of  Madrid  at  the  expected  negotiations  for  a  general  pacillcation  under  the 
nie<liation  of  that  court. 

That  the  undersigneil,  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  in  sucli  an  important  con- 
juncture the  minister  to  represent  the  said  States  at  tlie  court  of  Madrid  ought  not 
to  be  disagreeable  to  tliat  court,  nor  to  tlio  court  of  Versailles,  in  faithful  nlliauce 
with  these  States,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  said  States  demanded  that  it  should 
he  precisely  ascertained  whether  or  not  the  said  commissioner  was  disagreeable  (o 
the  said  court?,  for  certain  information  upon  this  point  tliey  have,  from  tho  nercs- 
sity  of  the  case,  been  compelled  to  apply  to  tho  minister  plcnijiotentiary  of  France, 
residing  near  Congress,  as  tho  highest  source  of  information  in  America. 

That,  in  consequence  of  such  application,  tho  minister  plmipotentiary  produced  (o 
the  undersigned  an  original  letter  to  iiiui  from  the  Count  do  Vcrgenncs,  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  dated  tlio  21)tli  of  October,  1778,  in  which, 
after  having  stated  tho  intsUigence  which  has  been  communicated  to  Congress  by 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  in  February  last,  and  after  having  asnigned  some  reasons 
for  not  having  communicated  that  intelligence  to  the  American  connnissioners  in 
Paris,  the  Count  do  Vergennes  concludes  in  these  terms :  "  Je  vouh  avouerai  d'ailleurs 
quo  Jo  craius  M.  Leo,  ses  entoure" — Besides,  I  confess  to  you  that  I  fear  Mr.  Leo  and 
those  about  him. 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  added  that  this  consideration  induced  the  court 
of  Versailles  to  keep  secret  from  tho  said  comuiiHsioner.s  the  intended  sailing  of  the 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  priiiUnl  secret  journals  of  Congress, 
t  Ijee  MSS.,  Harvard  library. 
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Coiiut  (PEstaitig  for  Aiuorica  until  his  floot  was  ready  to  put  to  sea ;  that  the  said 
comtnissioner,  by  his  couduct  on  sovonvl  occnBionSi  created  the  higliest  disgust  in  the 
coart  of  Versailles  against  hini ;  that  the  court  of  Madrid,  in  the  closest  conuectioit 
with  that  of  Vorsaillesy  entertained  the  same  sentiments  respecting  the  said  cominis- 
sionor,  not  only  on  account  of  his  conduct  on  those  occasions,  but  bocanso  of  his  im- 
prudent conduct  in  Spain;  and,  in  a  word,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  expressly 
declared  that  he  has  every  reason  to  think  that  neither  of  those  courts  have  that  con- 
fidence in  the  said  connnissioner  which  is  necessary  to  give  success  to  the  negoti»- 
tions  of  a  foreign  minister. 

The  undersigned,  having  received  such  decisive  infonnation  from  the  minister  of 
France,  with  liberty  to  communicate  it  to  Congress,  think  it  is  their  indispensable 
duty  to  the  United  Statics  and  to  themselves  to  lay  the  same  explicitly  before  this, 
the  supremo  council  of  America ;  to  the  end  that  they  may  not  be  misled  to  con- 
tinue the  said  commissioner  as  the  representative  of  these  United  States  at  a  conrt 
in  the  highest  manner  disgusted  at  his  conduct,  and  at  which,  of  consequence,  his 
negotiations  must  be  nnsnccessful.  But  if,  unfortunately,  it  shall  be  disregarded, 
they  will  have  the  consolation  to  reilect  that  in  giving  this  information  they  dis- 
charge<l  their  duly  to  the  United  States;  and  that,  having  given  it,  they  can  not 
Justly  be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  a  measure  but  too  likely  to  prove 
nnconciliatory  abroad,  ruinous  to  the  public  finances  at  home,  and  an  impediment 
to  a  speedy  and  honorable  pacification  securing  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America. 

Wm.  Paca. 

Wm,  IIy.  Dkayton. 

(Indorsed :)  Information  of  Mr.  Paca  nnd  Mr.  Wm.  Hy.  Drayton  respecting  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee,  laid  on  the  table  and  read  April  ^10,  1779. 

After  debate  the  bouse  adjourned.* 


Deeiiie  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

1*1I1LADELPUIA,  Ai)ril  30, 1779. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  Monday  last  1  mentioned  my  intention  to  leave 
town  in  the  course  of  the  week.  I  am  now  waiting  for  no  other  purpose 
but  to  know  if  Oongcss  will  take  notice  of  the  requests  1  have  so  often 
troubled  them  with.  The  circumstances  under  which  I  left  France,  in 
obedience  to  their  orders,  and  with  a  view  of  promoting  their  service 
in  the  greatest  and  most  essential  manner  (it  is  well  known),  rendered 
it  impossible  to  have  the  accounts  of  the  commissioners  and  my  own, 
connected  immediately  with  theirs,  settled  and  closed,  so  that  the 
vouchers  could  be  procured  and  brought  out  with  me.  But  a  few  days 
passed  between  the  knowledge  of  m}'  recall  and  of  my  actual  setting 
out  on  my  return. 

One  condition  of  sending  out  the  Toulon  lleet  and  of  my  embarking 
in  it  was  that  the  most  profound  secrecy  should  be  observed  and  the 
greatest  dispatch  made.  The  king's  ministers  did  not  think  fit  to  com- 
municate this  secret  to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Lee,  nor  did  they  leave  me 

•See  infra,  May  a,  1779. 
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at  liberty  to  do  it.  I  bad  as  little  grounds  for  confidence  in  ibat  gentle- 
man as  the  ministers  bad;  and  it  is  evident  from  their  letters  and 
declarations  that  they  never  bad  any.  Yet  such  is  my  peculiar  situa- 
tion that  I  find  myself  blamed  and  censured  by  many  in  Congress,  as 
well  as  out,  for  not  having  performed  an  impossibility,  and  am  repre- 
sented as  a  defaulter,  and  as  having  misapplied  or  embezzled  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  at  once  to  prevent  my  future  usefulness  to  my  country  and  to 
the  ruin  of  my  private  fortune  and  character.  Thus  situated,  I  can  but 
appeal  once  more  to  the  justice  of  Congress,  and  remind  them  that  I 
brought  with  me  and  delivered  them  (it  is  now  more  than  seven  mouths 
since),  an  account  from  under  the  banker's  hands  of  all  the  moneys  i*e- 
ceived  and  paid  out  by  him  and  to  whom  paid ;  that  in  my  letter  of  the 
12th  of  October  I  explained  to  Congress  for  wliat  purposes  tliose  pay- 
ments were  made,  and  in  iny  answers  to  Mr.  Lee's  objections  to  these  con- 
tracts that  I  proved  him  to  have  been  acquainted  with  them,  and  that 
he  signed  himself  the  orders  for  the  money  for  the  greater  part  of  them. 
I  am  informed  by  several  honorable  gentlemen  in  Congress  that  many 
of  the  members,  from  their  absence  at  tlic  time,  or  from  their  taking 
their  seats  siuce  the  delivering  in  of  that  account  and  my  letter  of  the 
12th  of  October,  are  to  this  moment  uninformed  of  either.  This  obliges 
mo  to  refer  to  them  at  this  time;  and  though  I  have  not  the  vouchers 
to  support  every  article,  yet  I  will  cheerfully  put  my  reputation  as  a 
merchant,  as  an  honest  man,  and  as  a  frugal  servant  of  the  public,  on 
the  examination  of  those  accounts,  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  taken  at  the  same  time  to  be  considered. 

That  account  commences  in  February,  1777,  and  ends  the  27th  day  of 
Marcl),  1778,  three  days  before  my  leaving  Paris,  it  will  show  thdt 
the  whole  amount  of  the  moneys  received  by  the  commissioners  was 
3,753,250  livres,  and  their  expenditures  4,040,988  livres  7  sols;  and  by 
the  general  stale  of  the  account  delivered  the  I2th  of  October  it  ap- 
pears for  what  those  expenditures  were  made.  After  deducting  the 
sums  paid  for  large  contracts  for  sup|)lies,  etc,  which  are  i)articularized, 
there  will  be  left  219,250  livres  1  sol  11  deniers,  equal  to  £9,644  8«. 
l^d.  sterling,  for  the  commissioners' expenses  for  almost  fifteen  months 
and  for  lesser  purchases  and  for  a  variety  of  services  not  possible  to 
be  particularized  without  the  accounts  at  large.  I  might  with  safety 
rest  this  whole  sum  on  the  score  of  the  commiRsioners'  expenses  for  this 
space  of  time  and  support  it  on  Mr.  Lee's  letter  to  Congress,  in  which 
he  says  that  Mr.  Adams  and  himself  were  fully  convinced  that  they 
could  not  live  at  Paris  under  £3,000  sterling  (or  about  70,000  livres) 
each  annually.  Had  the  commissioners  expended  at  that  rate  from 
February,  1777,  to  March,  1778,  the  whole  of  the  sum  would  bo  no  more 
than  a  sufficiency  to  supply  their  expenses;  but  this  was  not  the  case. 
The  commissioners,  in  the  whole,  received  out  of  it  the  sum  of  115,480 
livres  6  sols  C  deniers  for  their  expenses  and  private  disbursements, 
as  will  appear  by  the  account  enclosed.  Of  this  Dr.  Franklin  received 
27,841  livres,  Mr.  Ijcc  52,039  livres  5  sols  9  deniers,  and  myself  35,000 
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livrcs.  It  ia  true,  .it  tlio  snmo  tini{>,  timt  Mr.  Leo  liiul  iu  his  bands  tl 
vliole  of  tlio  iiiDiiey  recoive<l  from  Spiiiu,  which  lie  dii)i>OBed  of  vitboi 
tho  iutcrferouco  of  tlio  other  coiumisaioiiers. 

I  appeni  to  tbe  lionorablo  goiitlenieii  iu  Uoiigress  tben  present,  at 
perfectly  well  ncqtiniiited  ivith  our  mode  and  style  of  living,  to  infor 
Coiigross  on  wliicli  of  tlie  commiBaioDcrs  tim  greatest  exjieiiso  of  pi 
vidiiig  for  and  cntortainiug  tlie  Americans  who  visited  them  at  Pari 
or  wbo  cscai>ed  from  jirison  iu  Eiiglatid  and  applied  for  relief,  fell. 
lay  this  general  state  before  Congress,  to  convince  tbem  bow  very  fai 
was  from  being  prodigal  of  tbe  public  moneys,  and  that  the  acconn 
delivered,  general  as  they  are,  are  snlBcieiit  to  exculpate  ine  from  eve 
charge  of  peculation  or  extravagance.  My  future  reputation  and  fc 
tune  depoud  innch  on  my  mercantile  character  In  these  transactioL 
aud  I  rely  on  the  justice  of  Congress  to  prevent  its  being  any  long 
undeservedly  sported  with,  vilified,  and  abused. 

Under  tbe  load  of  calumny  and  abuse  I  have  for  some  months  sti 
tained  I  bare  bad  this  consolation,  that  tbe  services  I  biul  rendered  n 
uonntry  bad  been  long  since  sensibly  felt  by  tbem  and  that  they  wou 
one  day  be  acknowleilged;  but,  when  returning  to  tbe  character  of 
private  citiz.en  in  the  mercantile  line,  [  can  not  sit  down  easy  und 
intputatious  injurious  to  my  character. 

1  have  long  siuco  requested  to  have  these  accounts  examined  into  t 
tlic  spot,  where  only  a  full  and  minute  investigation  can  be  made,  at 
that  tbey  should  be  settled  as  justice  required.  I  now  repeat  my  i 
quest,  and  tbiit  previous  thereto  the  accounts  laid  before  Oongress  1 
examined,  from  which  alone  it  will  appoir  if  there  be  any  ground  ev< 
for  suspicion,  and  that  I  may  bo  permitted  to  obviate,  if  in  my  powc 
here  any  objectious  that  may  bo  made.  The  mode  iu  which  the  mnne; 
were  received  lor  tlie  commissioners'  use  at  Paris,  tlio  sounio  from  wlien< 
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AgoouhI  of  woncuB  paid  hy  Mr,  Grand  io  Jicvjamin  VrankUH,  Silas  Datm;  and  Arlhnr 
Iax  for  Ih^ir particular  use,  and  charged  hi/  him  as  paid  immvdiatidy  to  them. 

To  Boujamiii  Fraiikliu —  Livron. 

14th  July,  1777 4,800  0  0 

25tb  September 4,001  0  0 

15tli  November 8.000  0  0 

29th  Decemlier ^ 2,400  0  0 

2dMarch :.  3,000  0  0 

25th  March 4,800  0  0 

27,001  0  0 
10th  March 'MO  0  0 

27.8410  0 
To  Silas  Deane —  ===»==^ 

Ut  July,1777 2,400  0  0 

21)thAiigU8t 4,800  0  0 

16th  September 4,800  0  0 

7th  October 2,4(H)  0  0 

20th  November 2,700  0  0 

UthDecember 2,400  0  0 

2l8t  December 2,400  0  0 

13th  January 4,000  0  0 

12th  February 2,500  0  0 

17th  March 4,800  0  0 

24th  March 2,400  0  0 

35, 000  0  0 
To  Arthur  Leo —  •.       •    =-s 

August 2,400  0  0 

8th  October 4,800  0  0 

12th  November 2,400  0  0 

December 2,400  0  0 

2:W  November 22,511)  5  6 

23dDeccmber 2,400  0  0 

January 720  0  0 

11th  January 4,800  0  0 

January 2,400  0  0 

16th  February 2,400  0  0 

OthMarch ^ 4,800  0  0 

52,  :uu>  5  0 
35, 000  0  0 
l>7,8n  0  0 

115, ISO  5  0 


Congress— Action  as  to  Ministers  abroad.* 
[See  8ui)ra,  April  15,20,30, 1771).  J 

May  3, 1770. 

Congress  rcsniued  tlio  coiisiileratioii  of  the  report  on  foreign  allalrs, 
and  the  question  under  debate  being  stated,  viz,  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee 
be  recalled  f 

Mr.  Carinichael  arose  and  informed  (he  house,  "  That  as  the  coni- 
initti*e  apj)ointed  by  Congress  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their  foreign 


•MSS.  Don  of  State;  priiitcMl  sorrrt  jouinalH  of  CoDgrt\s8. 
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aniiii.sliiivclli<'iiglil.iiroi>i.'r  lo refer  to  liini  foriiifiirinittioiioii  tliculiargt 
roiioi'tcd  by  tliciii  ngaiiist  soiiio  of  the  public  servants  abroiul,  niid  i 
BOino  gcutleiiicii  liiivo  ciprcsKutl  a  dcsiru  ho  hIiuuIiI  i-ediico  to  writjii 
the  in  fun  nation  ho  gave  the  house  in  liis  jilaco  ivheii  those  charges  wei 
reiul,  he  whs  imUiecd  to  indulge  tlieir  \vi.4bos,  as  well  to  show  more  c: 
plicitly  tho  re<i8onH  which  dvtcrmiued  liiH  voice  on  tiiu  decision  of 
quRstion  on  wtituh  lie  thinlcs  tlie  lionor  aud  interest  of  the  United  Statt 
highly  dc[)ciids."  Ilu  then  proceeded  (o  lay  on  the  t)ihlo  a  imiKsr  siguc 
by  hint,  which,  with  sundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  was  read.* 

On  the  qnostion,  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Leo  be  rocallod,  the  yens  aii 
nays  being  n'cinired  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  ll:iM.i.sbir.> Mr.  Wliipplo 

rlU.  S.  Ailaiii!) No. 

»,.™,.i,„....„.j J1;:SSk:;;::;- i'-' 

tMr.IlalUiu 

Kiioiii.  iBiotiii jMr.Colliiii Aye. 


So.    ] 
So.    J 


5  Mr.  Sbpnnan Mo. 

■  (  Mr.  Silencer No. 

[Mr,  Jiiy Ayo. 

"r.  Duaiie Aye. 


No. 


fMr. 
I  Mr. 

I  Mr. 


Mor 


Floyd ...Aye. 

Mr.  Witbora[>ooii No. 

Mr.  8ciii1(ler No. 

Mr.Koll Aye. 

Mr.  AniiBtroiig No. 

Mr.  6lii|>itoi) No. 

Mr.  Alice Afo. 

Mr.Snurlo No. 

Mr.  Miililnnliorc Ayo. 

Mr.Wyiikoop Aye. 

\  Mr.  DrckiiiHoii Aye. 

>  Mr.  Vnii  t)yk. 
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Fraiiklin  to  Vergeuues.* 

Passy,  May  3, 1779. 

Sir:  When  I  last  had  tbo  bouor  of  waiting  upon  your  excellency  1 
mentioned  certain  applications  from  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land for  arms,  ammunition,  and  clotliing,  which  I  am  desired  hy  their 
agents  here  to  solicit.  I  should  sooner  have  presented  your  excellency 
a  note  of  the  particidars,  which  I  now  enclose,  but  that  treaties  have 
been  attempted  with  private  persons  to  furnish  the  articles  wanted. 
Tlioso  treaties  not  succeeding,  I  am  obliged  at  length  to  request  your 
excellency  would  take  the  trouble  of  considering  the  application,  and 
fsivor  it  if  yon  shall  think  it  reasonable. 

The  respective  States  propose  and  promise  to  ))ay  for  what  is  sup- 
plied each  of  them  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over;  but  as  their  letters  are 
dated  near  a  year  since,  and  possiblj*^  a  i)art  of  their  wants  may  have 
been  8up]>lied  by  the  Congress,  and  as  the  agents  have  desired  me  to 
engsigefor  the  payment,  I  should  imagine  that  if  his  majesty  should 
think  fit  to  grant  such  aids  they  would  be  best  granted  to  the  Con- 
grpss,  who  will  take  care  to  supply  particular  States  and  be  accounta- 
ble for  the  whole.  In  which  case  it  would  be  well  to  double  tlie  quan- 
tity of  clothing  and  small  arms,  as  the  Congress  have  ordered  great 
quantities,  which  we  are  not  able  to  purchase  for  want  of  money.  And 
could  any  part  of  these  supplies  be  rcaily  to  go  with  the  new  minister, 
I  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be 
well  to  put  them  under  his  care,  and  if  all  could  not  be  ready  to  let  hiiti 
bear  the  promise  of  the  rest,  as  this  might  be  the  means  of  nmking  his 
arrival  the  more  welcome  and  more  generally  pleasing  and  facilitate 
his  negotiations. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  most^  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 


Fraiikliu  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Passy,  il/ny  3,  1779. 

Siu:  I  did  write  to  the  gentlemen  at  Nantes  concerned  in  littingout 
the  vessels  for  America,  offering  them  the  Alliance  as  a  convoy,  and 
ordered  her  to  Nantes  accordingly.  They  did  not  choose  to  accept  that 
offer,  knowing  as  I  suppose  her  weakness,  but  sailed  for  Brest,  to  go 
with  the  French  convoy,  without  awaiting  her  arrival,  and  would  prob- 
ably have  been  gone  long  before  she  could  have  been  fitted  for  sea  if 
contrary  winds  had  not  prevented.  I  wish  your  infornmtion  were  true 
that  she  is  manned  and  lit  for  such  service.  It  must  be  from  some  per- 
son who  is  unacquainted  with  the  facts;  perhaps  Mr.  Ford.  I  must 
8upiK>se  the  merchants  are  satisfied  with  the  convoy  they  have  put 


*MS8.Dcp.  of  state. 
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tlioir  Bliips  under,  21s  I  do  not  loarii  that  they  li.ivo  applied  for  one  more 
suitable.  I  wonhl  readily  have  solicited  such  an  applicatiou  if  I  had 
understood  it  to  be  necessary',  being  equally  desirous  with  you  of  their 
arriving  safe  and  sensible  of  the  importiince  of  it.  But  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  line  from  any  of  them  to  any  such  purpose;  and  Captain  Lau- 
dais  has  assured  me  that  my  supposition  of  his  having  men  enough  to 
fight  his  ship  on  occasion  in  going  home,  though  not  enough  to  man 
prizes  on  a  cruise,  was  a  great  mistiiko  in  my  informer.  He  then  wanted 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  I  have  not  since  he.ird  of  her  having  re- 
cruited more  than  forty,  with  the  exchanged  Americans  from  England. 
Mr.  Ford  may  probably  be  accommodated  in  the  same  frigate  that  will 
take  Mr.  Adams. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

r.  S. — I  am  ghwl  to  hear  from  you  that  the  supplies  necessary  for 
Virginia  are  shipped. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Cougrefts.* 

[Triinslation.] 

PniLADELPniA,  May  3, 1779. 

Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  learnt  by  dispatches 
from  his  court,  under  date  of  the  25th  of  December,  that  the  negotia- 
tion which  has  been  the  subject  of  the  overtures  which  the  said  minis- 
ter has  had  the  honor  to  make  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America  for  nearly  three  months  continues,  and  that  his  said  court 
earnestly  desires  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  take  prompt  meas- 
ures to  take  part  in  the  said  negotiation  as  soon  PvS  circumstances  shall 
have  brought  it  to  its  proper  state  of  advancement,  which  may  happen 
at  any  moment. 

Gerard. 


f^rankliii  to  Hartley.! 

Passy,  May  4,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  several  favors,  viz.  one  of  April  the  lOtli, 
one  of  the  20th,  and  two  of  the  22d,  all  on  the  same  day,  but  by  differ- 
ent convey  an  COS.  t 

I  need  not  repeat  what  we  have  each  of  us  so  often  repeated,  the 
wish  for  peace.  I  will  begin  by  frankly  assuring  you  that  though  I 
think  a  direct,  immediate  peace  the  best  mode  of  present  accommoda- 
tion to  Britain  as  well  as  for  America,  yet  if  that  is  not  at  this  time 

•  f)  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  nsi). 

t  2  .SjiarkH'  J)ip.  Rov.  Corr.,  r.S  ;  <;  Hiadow'H  Fniukliii,  :<82. 

I  Sco  «Mj>r<i,  iiinlor  tlato  of  Apr.  tiJ,  1*711. 
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practicable,  and  a  truco  is  practicable,  I  should  not  bo  against  a  truce ; 
but  til  is  is  merely  on  motives  of  general  humanity,  to  obviate  tbe  evils 
meu  devilishly  inflict  on  men  in  time  of  war,  and  to  lessen  as  much  as 
{)0S8ible  the  similarity  of  earth  and  hell ;  for,  with  regard  to  particular 
advantages  respecting  the  States  I  am  connected  with,  I  am  persuaded 
it  is  theirs  to  continue  the  war  till  England  shall  be  reduced  to  that  per- 
fect impot'Cnce  of  mischief  which  alone  can  prevail  with  her  to  let  other 
nations  enjoy  ^^  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,^  1  think,  however,  that  a  short 
truce,  which  must,  therefore,  be  an  armed  truce,  and  put  all  parties  to 
an  almost  equal  expense  with  a  continued  war,  is  by  no  means  desirable. 

But  this  proposition  of  a  truce,  if  made  at  all,  should  be  made  to 
France  at  the  same  time  it  is  made  to  America.  They  have  each  of 
them  too  much  honor,  as  well  as  too  much  sense,  to  listen  separately  to 
any  propositions  which  tend  to  se[)arate  them  from  ea<*/h  other. 

I  will  now  give  you  my  thoughts  on  your  ideas  of  a  negotiation  in 
the  order  you  have  placed  them.  If  you  will  number  them  in  your  copy 
you  will  readily  see  to  which  my  observations  refer,  and  I  may  there- 
fore be  more  concise. 

To  the  first.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  or  use  of  five  commissioners. 
A  number  of  talkers  lengthens  discussions,  and  often  embarrasses  in- 
stead of  aiding  a  settlement.  Their  diilerent  particular  views,  private 
interests,  and  jealousies  of  each  other  are  likewise  so  many  rubs  in  the 
way,  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  a  number  can  not  agree  to  wliat 
each  privately  thinks  reasonable  and  would  liave  agreed  to,  or  perhaps 
proposed,  if  alone.    But  this  as  the  parties  please. 

To  the  second.  The  term  of  twenty-one  years  would  be  better  for  all 
sides.  The  suspension  of  hostilities  should  bo  exi)rcssed  to  be  between 
all  parties  at  war,  and  that  the  British  troops  and  ships  of  war  now  in 
any  of  the  United  States  be  withdrawn. 

To  the  third.  This  seems  needless,  and  is  a  thing  that  may  be  done 
or  omitted,  as  you  please ;  America  has  no  concern  about  those  acts  of 
Parliament. 

To  the  fourth.  The  reason  of  proposing  this  is  not  understood,  nor  the 
use  of  it,  nor  what  inducement  there  can  be  for  us  to  agree  to  it.  When 
you  come  to  treat  with  both  your  enemies  you  may  negociate  away  as 
much  of  these  engagements  as  you  can  ;  but  powers  who  have  made  a 
firm,  solid  league,  evidently  useful  to  both,  can  never  be  prevailed  with 
to  dissolve  it  for  the  vague  expectation  of  another  in  nubibus,  nor  even 
on  the  certainty  that  another  will  be  proposed,  without  knowing  what 
are  to  be  its  articles.  America  ha«  no  desire  of  being  free  from  her  en- 
engagements  to  France.  The  chief  is  that  of  continuing  the  war  in 
conjunction  with  her  and  not  making  a  sei)arate  peace;  and  this  is  an 
obligation  not  in  the  power  of  America  to  dissolve,  being  an  obligation 
of  gratitude  and  justice  towards  a  nation  which  is  engaged  in  war  on 
her  account  and  for  her  protection,  and  would  be  forever  binding, 
whether  such  an  article  existed  or  not  in  the  treaty;  and  though  it  did 
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uot  exist,  an  honest  American  would  cat  oil  his  rifi^ht  hand  rather  than 
sign  nn  agreement  with  England  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  it. 

To  the  fifth.  As  soon  as  you  plciise. 

If  you  had  mentioned  France  in  your  proposed  suspension  of  arms  I 
should  have  immediately  shown  it  to  the  minister  and  have  endeav- 
ored to  support  that  idea.  As  it  stands,  I  am  in  doubt  whether  1  shall 
communicate  your  paper  or  not,  though  by  your  writing  it  is  so  fair  it 
seems  as  if  you  intended  it.  If  I  do,  1  shall  acquaint  you  with  the 
result. 

The  bill  of  which  you  send  me  a  copy  was  an  excellent  one  at  the 
time,  and  might  have  had  great  and  good  effects  if,  instead  of  telling 
us  haughtily  that  our  humble  petition  should  receive  no  answer,  the 
ministry  had  received  and  enacted  that  bill  into  a  law.  It  might  have 
erected  a  wall  of  brass  round  England  if  such  a  measure  had  been 
adoi)tcd,  when  Friar  6acon*s  brazen  head  cried  out  time  is  !  But  the 
wisdom  of  it  was  not  seen  till  after  the  fatal  cry  of  time's  past  !  • 
I  am,  m^'  dear  friend,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Gerard  to  the  Presideut  of  Congress,  t 
[  Trail  slatiou.] 

May  4, 1779. 

The  minister  of  France  delivered  to  the  President  a  letter  from  the 
King  of  France  with  the  following  note. 

"The  custom  in  Holland  for  sending  to  the  States-General  the  letters 
by  which  the  king  notifies  them  of  marriages  or  births  is  to  give  them 
to  the  president  of  the  week,  who  then  goes  to  the  house  of  the  ambas- 
sador or  minister  of  the  king  to  compliment  him  in  the  name  of  the 
States  General  upon  the  event  which  forms  the  subject  of  letters  of 
notification." 

Gebabd. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Cougress-t 
[Trniislaiiou.] 

rniLADELPiiiA,  May  G,  1779. 

Sir:  The  anxiety  of  the  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  most  perfect  harmony,  and  the  care 
which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  from  the  commencement  of 
the  alliance  to  establish  such  a  conildence  as  can  alone  maintain  it  and 
conduce  to  its  prosperity,  do  not  allow  him  to  concejil  from  the  Congress 


•As  to  truce,  sec  Intrfuliiction,  ^$  53,  88. 
t  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Con.,  090. 
\  Ibid.,  r>ui. 
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of  the  United  States  tbe  i>erplexity  uuder  which  ho  labors  with  regard 
to  iuformiug  his  court  of  the  delciys  which  the  Degotiation,  com- 
menced in  the  mouth  of  February  last  meet  with.  It  must  be  allowed 
that  no  affair  so  important  and  so  pressing  has  ever  experienced  so 
much  delay ;  and  tbe  undersigned  declares  that  ho  can  see  no  reason 
for  warning  France  and  Spain  against  the  sinister  interpretations  with 
which  attempts  are  made  to  inspire  them  in  regard  to  this  conduct. 
The  seal  and  the  good  will  of  the  petitioner  do  not  suggest  to  him  any 
other  expedient  than  that  of  requesting  Congress  to  approve  of  his 
having  the  honor  of  imparting  to  them,  as  he  now  does,  his  perplexit^^ 
and  embarrassment. 

Ho  adds  that  the  court  of  France  has  received  iittelligence  that  Eng- 
land was  resolved  to  send  a  considerable  reent'orcement  of  troops  to  the 
continent  of  North  America,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  there  with  all  pos- 
sible vigor,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  conquest  of  America  at  the  same 
time  by  force  and  by  intrigue.  The  king,  in  consequence  of  his  atten- 
tion to  whatever  may  concern  the  security  and  the  happiness  of  his 
allies,  has  ordered  his  minister  plenipotentiary  to  communicate  this 
intelligence  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  undersigned 
has  the  honor  to  perform  this  commission  by  the  present  note.  lie 
believes  that  he  should  add  that  his  majesty,  adhering  scrupulously  to 
the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  which  has  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  as  an  essential  object,  is  always  resolved  to  assist 
America  by  all  the  means  that  the  resources  of  his  kingdom  and  the 
general  state  of  affairs  will  permit  him  successively  to  devote  to  this 
grand  object,  without  being  turned  from  it  by  tbe  idea  of  any  conquest 
for  himself. 

It  is  in  consequence  of  these  same  dispositions  and  of  this  same  dis- 
interestedness that  his  majesty,  altliougli  be  lias  made  no  engagement 
to  furnish  supplies  of  money  to  tbe  United  States,  and  aUbougb  tbe 
active  and  direct  war  which  be  is  carrying  on  against  tbe  common  en- 
emy absorbs  bis  resources  and  ought  to  exempt  bim  from  all  accessory 
and  entirely  voluntary  expenses,  is  desirous  to  contribute  to  tbe  re* 
establisbment  of  tbe  American  finances,  so  far  as  bis  own  necessities 
allow  him  to  do  so.  He  has  thought  that  be  should  partly  fulfil  tbis 
object  by  securing  tbe  payment  of  tbe  interest  on  tbe  loans  which  bave 
been  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  France,  presuming  that  tbe  credit  of  one 
of  the  public  funds  of  tbe  States  would  eirectually  contribute  to  tbe 
support  of  the  others  and  lo  tbe  success  of  tbe  measures  which  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  may  adopt  on  tbis  subject.  A  society  of  bankers, 
established  uiuler  the  authority  of  tbe  king,  luis  consequently  taken 
upon  itself  to  make  tbe  necessary  advances,  in  tbe  form  of  a  loan  made 
to  America.  The  undersigned  has  not  yet  received  tbe  exact  details 
of  this  arrangement,  but  be  will  bave  tbe  honor  of  communicating  them 
so  soon  as  he  sball  receive  tbem. 

The  confidence  which  tbe  king  places  in  the  reciprocal  atUicbmeut 
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of  tlie  United  States  of  America  to  tbe  alliance  c<in  alone  induce  him 
to  determine  upon  proceedings  which  are  useful  only  to  America,  bur- 
densome to  France,  and  destitute  of  all  advantage  for  her.  Uis  maj- 
esty hopes  to  receive  reciprocal  proofs  of  these  sentiments  and  feelings, 
but  ho  neither  demands  nor  expects  auytliing  for  himself  on  the  part 
of  Oongress.  He  only  desires  that  the  States  should  employ  all  the 
resourcen  at  their  disposal  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own  security 
aud  tranquillity. 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.* 

Passy,  May  8, 1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  3d 
instant.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  king's  goodness  in  granting  liberty 
to  the  Americans  who  have  been  taken  prisoners  in  the  English  service, 
as' by  that  means  his  majesty  lessens  the  number  of  prisoners  that  may 
be  exchanged  for  his  own  subjects;  and  I  think  we  ought,  whenever  we 
can,  show  our  gratitude  by  procuring  liberty  for  such  of  his  subjects  a^ 
may  be  in  the  same  circumstances.  We  had  in  America,  by  the  last 
accounts,  many  more  prisoners  of  the  encm}'  than  tUey  had  of  our  peo- 
ple; and  I  will  write  to  the  Congress  to  {id  vise  the  obtaining  by  an 
excbange  the  discharge  of  such  French  prisoners  as  may  be  confined  in 
New  York,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  done  whenever  the  cartel 
shall  take  place  there. 

Captain  Jones  informs  me  that  among  the  English  prisoners  brought 
from  Senegal  there  are  sixteen  Americans,  who,  having  been  taken  by 
the  English  in  the  unfortunate  attack  of  Quebec,  January  1,1777,  had 
been  sent  as  slaves  to  Africa,  and  that  they  have  petitioned  to  obtain 
their  discharge,  in  order  to  serve  under  him  and  have  an  opportunity  of 
taking  satisfaction  for  the  cruel  treatment  they  have  received,  lie  has 
applied  to  the  commandant  for  them,  but  has  received  for  iinswer  that, 
the  garrison  having  surrendered  conditionally,  the  troops  in  it  should 
be  sent  to  England;  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give  them  up  without  orders 
from  the  court.  Your  excellency  can  best  judge  if  this  matter  is  prac- 
ticable either  by  our  replacing  them  with  as  many  English  or  by  any 
other  weans. 

Captain  Jon^^s  also  writes  to  mo  that  the  officer  mentioned  in  the 

enclosed. memorial  hfis  been  very  useful  in  disciplining  his  marines,  and 

that  ho  wishes  if  possible  to  have  him  upon  the  crnise  agreeable  to  his 

petition,  which  is  therefore  submitted  to  your  excellency's  consideration- 

I  i\m,  with  great  respect. 


•  MSi:?.  Dop.  of  State. 
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Proceedings  of  CoDgress  as  to  Conditions  of  Paciiicatiou,  and  particularly  as 

to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  aupra,  March  24,  1771).] 

May  8, 1779; 

According  to  order  Cougress  resumed  the  cousideratiou  of  the  report 
of  the  coiniiiittee  of  the  whole;  aud  the  proposition  under  debate  when 
the  subject  was  last  before  Congress  (see  page  202)  being  read,  to  wit: 

*<That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks  of  North  America 
be  reserved  to  the  United  States  as  fully  as  they  enjoyed  the  same  when 
subject  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  always  wbat  shall  have 
been  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  the  whole  to  be  explained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  of  Paris 
with  Great  Britain  and  of  Paris  with  the  United  States  of  North  Amer- 
ica.'^ 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr,  Burke,  in 
the  words  following : 

Whereas  this  Congress  did,  on  the  Hh  day  of  July,  1770,  declare 
the  several  colonies  by  them  represented  to  be  free  and  independent 
States;  that  they  were  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown, 
and  that  all  political  connections  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great 
Britain  was  and  ought  to  be  totally  dissolved,  and  that  as  free  and  in- 
dependent States  they  hiul  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tract alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things 
which  inde]>endent  States  might  of  right  do,  and  for  the  support  of  that 
declars\tion,  witli  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence, 
did  mutually  pledge  to  each  other  their  lives,  tlicir  fortunes,  and  their 
sacred  honor;  And  whereas  this  Congress  did  resolve,  on  the  22d 
day  of  April,  1778,  that  the  said  States  could  not  with  propriety  hold 
any  conference  or  treaty  with  any  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britiiin  unless  they  should,  as  a  preliminary  thereto,  either  withdraw 
their  lleets  and  armies,  or  else  in  positive  and  express  terms  acknowl- 
edge the  indei)endence  of  the  said  States ;  And  whereas  this  Congress, 
in  a  letter  of  the  17th  day  of  June,  1778,  from  their  President  to  the 
British  commissioners,  signed  by  their  unanimous  consent,  did  declare 
themselves  inclined  to  peace,  and  that  they  would  be  ready  to  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  ('ommerce  not  incoi>- 
sistent  with  treaties  already  subsisting  when  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain should  demonstrate  a  sincere  disi)osition  for  that  puri>ose;  And 
whereas  it  is  agreed  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  most  Chris- 
tian king  and  the  United  States  that  neither  of  the  parlies  should  con- 
clude either  truce  or  jieace  with  Great  l>ritain  without  the  formal  con- 
sent of  the  other  first  obtained,  and  it  is  mutually  engaged  that  the 
said  parties  should  not  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  independence  of 
the  Unitcil  States  should  have  been  formally  or  tacitly  assured  by  the 
treaty  or  treaties  that  should  terminate  the  war;  And  whereas  his  most 
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Oliiisttati  iiiajusty  Lliereiii  gnitruiiticH  on  liis  part  to  tbe  United  Stnt 
tlieir  liberty,  sovereignty,  nii<l  indciieudeiicfit  absolulo  mid  iiiilimiti! 
na  well  in  matters  of  govenniietiC  ita  of  conmerue;  Aud  whereas,  fro 
ioformatiou  lulely  reueiv-e<l,  it  is  probable  timt  a  treaty  of  peace  mi 
soon  be  set  on  foot  ou  the  preliminary  ackuon'tedgiueut  of  tbe  iuil 
peudeiiise  of  these  States ;  Aud  wlicreiis,  cousideriiig  tbe  exiiausted  8 
uiition  of  tlie  said  States,  tlie  deraugement  of  their  flnauces,  aud  tl 
defect  of  their  resources,  it  is  biglily  expedient  to  put  a  stop  to  tl 
present  destructive  war:  Therefore, 

Resohed:  Tbat  this  Cougress  will  agree  to  a  treaty  of  peace  wi 
Great  Uritaln,  provided  the  absolute  and  uuHuiited  liberty,  sovereignt 
and  intlepemleiice  of  these  UDited  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  gover 
nient  as  of  commerce,  shall  be  thereby  acknowledged  aud  assured,  ai 
provided  that  no  terms  or  articles  shall  be  therein  contained  whii 
are  inconsistent  wilh  orreptiguaiit  to  the  treaties  already  subsistiugli 
tween  tbe  most  Christian  king  aud  these  United  States. 

An  objection  was  made  to  this  as  being  onl  of  order;  aud  on  tl 
question,  Is  this  substitute  in  onler  T  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requin 
by  Mr.  Morris, 


nrtay.. 


Now  Hikiiipaliiro Mr.  Wlltiiiilu No. 

rMr.  8.  AilnmB Nii. 

JMr.Gorry No. 

"1  Mr,  Lovell Aye. 

(Mr.  Hollon No. 

)  Mr.  Bllorv  No. 

■  i  Mr.  Collins No. 

J  Mr.  Sbcriiinii Ko. 

■  (  Mr.  Speiicnr No. 

fMr.  Jay Ajo. 
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Oerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Trauslation.] 

Philadelphia,  May  9, 1779. 

Sir:  When  tlio  CoiiKiess  of  tho  United  States  did  me  tlie  honor  to 
ask  my  coucurrence  in  inducing  the  Count  d'Estaiug  to  assist  Georgia, 
lasserteil  tliat  this  vice-admiral,  in  conformity  with  tho  intentions  of 
the  king,  would  do  all  that  circumstances  should  i)ermit.  I  proposed 
at  the  same  time  the  moans  of  proceeding  in  the  execution  of  this  i)lan  ; 
but  Congress  observed  an  entire  silence,  and  did  not  deign  to  inform 
me  of  their  resolution.  It  was  only  through  a  public  channel  that  I 
learned  that  the  plan  W2is  abandoned;  but  my  zeal  having  led  me  to 
write  previously  to  the  Count  d'Estaing,  and  having  received  the 
answer  of  this  vice-admiral,  I  do  not  think^  sir,  that  the  interest  of  the 
alliance  and  of  the  United  States  allows  me  to  act  according  to  the  pre- 
sumed negative  resolution  of  Congress,  and  I  request  you,  consequently, 
to  submit  to  that  body  the  annexed  memorial.t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  sir,  your  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

G£RAUD. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 
[Translation.] 

PniLADKLrniA,  May  0,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentitiry  of  France  having  thought  it  his 
duty  to  take  upon  himself  to  inform  the  Count  d'Mstaing  of  the  desire 
which  Congress  had  expressed  to  him  that  tho  king's  scpiadron  should 
come  to  the  assistance  of  Georgia,  this  vice-admiral  has  Just  replied  that 
the  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  tiie  islands  had  not  till  this  time  per- 
mitted him  to  leave  those  latitudes;  bnt  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
intentions  of  his  majesty,  which  are  to  grant  to  the  United  States,  his 
allies,  all  the  assistance  compatible  with  the  security  of  his  own  posses- 
sions and  with  the  general  position  of  affairs,  he  i)n)poses  to  sail  im- 
mediately to  the  southern  coasts  of  the  States,  and  to  exert  himself  for 
the  deliverance  of  Georgia  and  the  preservation  of  the  Carolinas; 
from  thence  the  king's  squadron  will  sail  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
ware, and  its  further  operations  will  depend  upon  the  agreement  that 
shall  be  made  between  Congress  and  the  commander  of  his  majesty's 
forces,  and  will  be  calculated  lor  the  greatest  advantage  of  the  United 
States. 


T)  Sparks'  Dip.  Kc?.  Corr.,  594. 

t  This  memorial  is  misRing. 

i  5  Sparks'  Dijp.  Rov.  Coir.,  592. 
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The  uudersigued  has  no  doubt  that  this  new  proof  of  his  majesty's 
generous  and  disinterested  friendship  strengthens  the  confidence  with 
wliich  these  engagements  and  his  conduct  must  have  inspired  the 
governments  and  people  of  America.  Facts  so  evident  will  serve,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  confound  those  ill-disposed  men  who,  by  silent  and 
clandestine  insinuations,  destitute  of  all  proof  and  of  all  probability, 
directed  solely  by  private  views,  and  evidently  opposed  to  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  confederated  Republic,  seek  to  sow  distrusts  and  jeal- 
ousies, of  which  the  common  enemy  alone  can  reap  the  advantage. 

The  undersigned  must  add  to  the  details  above  given  that  it  is  im- 
])088ible  for  the  Oount  d'Estaing  to  carry  provisions  from  Martinique 
sufficient  for  the  campaign  which  he  proposes  to  make  in  the  seas  of 
I^orth  America.  He  hopes  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  give  the 
most  precise  and  effectual  orders  for  their  being  got  in  readiness  and 
placed  on  the  coast,  so  that  the  squadron  7nay  easily  take  them  ou 
board.  The  undersigned  minister  hopes  that  Congress  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  him  successively  of  what  shall  be  done  on  this  subject,  since 
the  said  minister  must  be  personally  responsible  for  these  measures, 
the  failure  of  which  would  expose  to  the  greatest  misfortunes  the  forces 
which  the  king  has  destined  to  bring  direct  and  immediate  assistance 
to  the  United  States,  although  his  engagements,  which  he  will  always 
scrupulously  fulfill,  do  not  impose  this  duty  on  him. 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  John  Adams.  * 

Passy,  May  10, 1779. 

Sir:  I  received  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  29th  past  from  Nantes.  I 
hope  you  are  before  this  time  safely  arrivctl  at  I/Orient.  M.  de  la  Lu- 
zerne is  making  diligent  preparation  for  his  departure,  and  you  will 
soon  see  him.  lie  and  the  secretary  of  the  embassy  are  both  very 
agreeable  and  sensible  men,  in  whose  conversation  you  will  have  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  in  your  passage.  What  port  the  ships  will  be  ordered 
to  1  have  not  yet  learned.  1  suppose  that  may  partly  be  left  to  the  cap- 
tain's discretion,  as  the  winds  may  happen  to  serve.  It  must  certainly 
be  most  agreeable  to  you  to  be  landed  in  Boston,  as  that  will  give  you 
an  earlier  sight  of  your  family ;  but  as  you  propose  going  immediately 
to  Congress,  being  landed  in  Philadcli)hia  will  have  some  little  advan- 
tage, as  it  saves  half  your  journey.  I  shall  take  care  to  procure  the 
order  to  the  captain  from  M.  Sartine  whicli  you  desire,  tliough  I  should 
suppose  showing  the  original  letter  of  that  minister,  which  you  have, 
would  bo  suflicient. 

No  public  dispatches  are  arrived  here  since  you  left  us. 

Tlic  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty  was  observed  with  great 
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festivity  by  tbe  Coiigross  at  Philadelphia.    From  IloIIaiid  1  have  just 

received  the  resolutiou  of  the  StatesOeneral  of  tlie  2Gth  to  convoy 

their  trade,  Dotwithjtaudiiig  Sir  Joseph  Yorko's  ineinorial,  and  to  fit  out 

directly  thirty-two  ships  of  war  for  that  purpose,  whicii  is  good  news, 

and  may  have  consequences. 

I  have,  etc., 

13.  Franklin. 


Washington  to  Jay.  ^ 
llEAUQUARTERS,  MiDDLEBROOKK,  May  10,  1779. 

I  seize  a  moment  of  leisure  to  thank  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  your  oblig- 
ing favors  of  the  2Lst  and  2GtIi  of  April.  My  friendsiiip  for  you  will  al- 
ways make  me  take  pleasure  iu  cultivating  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  which  you  so  politely  assure  me. 

Yon  give  an  affecting  summary  of  the  causes  of  the  national  evils  we 
feci  and  the  still  greater  we  have  reason  to  ap))rehend.  To  mo  it  ap- 
pears that  our  affairs  are  in  a  very  delicate  situation ;  and  what  is  not 
the  least  to  be  lamented  is,  that  many  people  think  they  are  in  a  very 
flourishing  way;  and  seem  in  a  great  measure  insensible  to  the  danger 
with  which  we  are  threatened.  If  Britiiin  should  be  able  to  make  a 
vigorous  campaign  in  America  this  summer,  in  the  present  depreciiv- 
tion  of  our  money,  scantiness  of  supplies,  want  of  virtue  and  want  of 
exertion,  'tis  hard  to  say  what  may  be  the  consequence. 

It  is  a  melancholy  consideration  that  any  concerned  in  the  conduct 

of  public  affairs  should  discover  an  indid'erenco  to  the  state  of  our 

currency.    Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  bo  more  manifest,  tliau  that  if 

something  effectual  be  not  done  to  restore  it^  credit,  it  will  in  a  short 

time  either  cease  to  circulate  altogetlicr,  or  circulate  so  feebly  as  to  be 

utterly  incapable  of  drawing  out  the  resources  of  the  country.    This  is 

nearly  the  Ciise  now. 

With  every  sentiment,  etc., 

Okougk  Washington. 


Proceedings  of  Congress  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 

to  the  MissiBsippi  and  the  Fisheries,  t 

[For  prior  j»n>cccMliiig8,  hco  snpra^  May  8,  177I>. J 

May  12,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideriition  under  debate  on  tiie  Sth  instant; 
and  the  proposition  bein^  read,  *'Thjit  the  right  of  lisliing,"  etc. 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane,in  the 
words  followhig,  to  wit: 

<^That  the  ministers  of  these  United  States  be  instructed,  on  a  negotia- 


•2  Jay^H  Life,  '10;  1  Corn,  and  Pub.  Pai>crfl  of  John  Jay,  210. 
t  MSS.  Recret  journals  of  Cougrosfl,  comparing  ])rintod  journals. 
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tion  for  peace,  to  obtain  for  those  TTiiited  States  an  explicit  acknowledg- 
raont  of  a  common  right  to  fish  ever^'where  on  the  high  seas  and  as  near 
the  coasts  of  the  territories  which  shall  remain  in  possession  of  Great 
Britain  as  is  permitted  to  any  otlier  nation ;  provided  always,  that  all 
exclnsive  rights  to  flsliiug  of  the  allies  of  these  United  States  shall  not 
be  affected  by  any  such  acknowledgment.  And  in  case  such  acknowl- 
edgment shall  be  refused  and  our  allies  can  be  prevailed  on  to  assist  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  no  peace  be  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  these 
United  States.  But  in  case  our  allies  shall  not  agree  to  assist  in  prose- 
cuting the  war,  the  said  ministers  be  instructed  to  consent  to  a  peace 
without  such  acknowledgment,  provided  that  the  claim  of  these  United 
States  to  such  riglits  of  fishing  shall  in  no  event  be  given  up." 

After  some  debate  another  substitute  in  lieu  of  the  whole  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  the  words  following: 

<<  That  if  thecourtof  Great  Britain  shall  immediately  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  then  that  an  equal  share 
of  the  fisheries  with  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  obtained 
consistently  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  be  required  and  insisted  on ;  but  if  Great  Britain  shall  continue 
to  prosecute  the  present  iniquitous  and  destructive  war,  then  that  even- 
tual engagements  be  taken  to  exclude  her  from  the  fisheries  and  divide 
the  same  equally  between  France,  Spain,  and  America." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "thjit  if  the  court  of  Great  Britain  shall  immediately 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  then  " 

The  question.  Shall  those  words  stand t  passed  in  the  negative,  and 
the  words  were  struck  out. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gerry,  to  strike  out  the  words  **  jw  far  as  the  same  can  be  obUiined." 

May  13, 1779. 

The  subject  resumed ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  the  words  "can  bo  obtained"  be  struck  out,  and  in 
their  room  the  word  "is"  inserted,  and  that  the  word  "  consistently  "  bo 
changed  into  "consistent." 

The  substitute  being  amended  to  read : 

**That  an  equal  share  of  the  fisheries  with  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  the 
same  is  consistent  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  be  reijuircd  and  insisted  on,  but  that  if,"  etc.,  to  the  end. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lee,  to  amend  the 
first  part  as  far  as  the  words  "  insisted  on  "  by  substituting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  following : 

"That  a  common  right  with  Great  Britain  to  the  fisheries  on  the 
coasts  and  banks  of  !North  America  be  required  and  insisted  on,  preserv- 
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ing  inviolate  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  these  United 
States.'' 

To  which  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Duaue,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to 
add  ^*  provided  our  allies  can  be  prevailed  on  to  prosecute  the  war,  but 
in  no  event  shall  the  right  or  claim  of  these  States  to  the  said  fislieries 
be  yielded  up  or  impaired." 

A  question  being  taken,  Is  this  addition  in  order  7 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  amendment  to  the  proviso  was  moved  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Penn,  instead  of  the  words  "cjin  be  prevailed  on  to  prosecute 
the  war"  to  insert  ^*  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
effect." 

A  question  being  taken.  Is  this  amendment  in  order  7 

Resolved  in  the  afllrmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Drayton^ 


New  Hampiiliire Mr.  Whipple No.      No. 

) Mr.  S.  Adams No.  \ 
Mr:?^;;V:::::.:::::::::No:   "o. 

Mr.  Holton No.  J 

'^•''o- ^••"-- 1  ^l:  K-::::: •:::::::::S:::  j^- 

Co--"-* !  '^l:  &"" :::::::::::::no:  S^o. 


I  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ) 

New  York <  Mr.  Diiane Aye.  >  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Floyd Aye.  ) 

New  Jemev  J  Mr.  Scadder No.  }q 

jsewjeniey j  Mr.  FeU Ayo.  T* 

[  Mr.  Armstrong No.  ^ 

Mr.  Sliippen No.  | 

Peuusylvania I  Mr.  Sonrlo No.  ^No. 

I  Mr.  Miililcnborg No. 

(Mr.  Wyukoop Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  Dickinson Aye.     Ayo. 

r  Mr.  Plater Aye.  \ 

j  Mr.  Paca Aye.  i 

Maryland {  Mr.  Carmicliael Ayo.  >  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Henry Aye.  | 

I  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  j 

(  Mr.  Smith No.  ) 

Virginia }  Mr.  U.  H.  Lee No.  VNo. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  i 

(  Mr.  Penn Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Burke Aye.  >  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Ayo.  ) 


J  Mr.  L.iuroiis No. 

Ml 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.* 


8«>"t«'  Carolina I  —  u^t;;^: :;;:::::::::  ;£;,.  \o. 


•  For  sobsequeut  proceedings,  see  iH/ra,  May  27,  1779. 
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Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

rHiLADELPHiA,  May  12, 1779. 

Sir  :  1  retarncd  last  evening,  and  now  send  you  tbe  New  York  papers 
of  tbe  3d  and  &tli  instant.  Ton  will  uiucli  oblige  me  by  informing  me 
what  resolutions  Congress  bave  come  to  on  my  letters  of  tbe  2Gtb,  27 tb, 
and  30tb  ultimo,  a«  well  as  on  tbe  petitions  I  bave  repeatedly  made  to 
tbom  for  tbe  settlement  of  tbe  business  on  wbicb  1  was  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  America.  If  nothing  has  been  done,  I  pray  to  be  informed  when 
1  may  depend  on  a  decisive  answer  from  Congress. 

I  have  tbe  bonor  to  be,  with  tbe  most  sincere  respect, 

Silas  Deane. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of   Foreign  Affairs.! 

Tub  Hague,  May  15, 1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  bave  already  bad  tbe  bonor  of  informing  you  many 
times  that  some  of  my  frequent  letters  to  Passy  are  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  communicated  to  you,  even  in  abridgment,  through  tbe  risk  that  my 
packets  run  of  being  intercepted ;  such  are  particularly  divers  letters 
written  to  Dr.  Franklin  from  the  25th  of  January  to  tbe  29tb  of  April. 
There  is  a  c<abal  of  Genevan  and  Swiss  bankers,  as  well  in  France  as  at 
Amsterdam,  friendly  to  your  enemies,  which  does  as  much  injury  as  it 
can  under  tbe  mask  of  friendship.  It  was  my  duty  to  unmask  some  of 
them  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  to  make  known  to  him  a  safe  anti-English 
))atrioUc  house,  having  tbeconfldenceof  the  magistracy  of  Amsterdam. 
The  ministry  in  France  know  it. 

Upon  tbe  last  petitions  of  tbe  merchants  of  Dort,  Amsterdam,  Rotter- 
dam, and  Fricsland,  the  StJites-Gencrai,  after  liaving  j)reviously  delib- 
erated and  advised  and  then  considered  the  affair,  adopted  on  Monday 
the  2Ctb  of  April  the  resolution  to  equip  for  tlio  service  of  the  current 
year,  1779,  thirty-two  vessels  of  war,  as  follows : 


4  VOBHOls.. 

]  vosncl . . , 

1  vesHol . . . 

8  VOAHOU 

2  frigattwf 
8  frlgatofl 
7  fri  gates . 
1  snow  — 


32  vesBclH  mul  frigat(^8 


Giiiifl. 

Men. 

Total 

guns. 

GO 

3r>0 

240 

GO 

:t40 

GO 

00 

290 

00 

r»o 

31-0 

400 

40 

2r»o 

80 

30 

2.10 

2«'8 

20 

150 

140 

12 

100 

12 

1.280 

•  MSS.  Dop.of  State;  1  SpurkH'  Dip.  liov.Corr,  111), 
t  MSS.  Uop.  ot  SUto;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corp.,  *2G2. 


Total 
men. 


1,400 
340 
290 

2,4U0 
500 

1,840 

l,OV) 
100 

7.920 
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Of  these  thirty-two  vessels  and  frigates,  the  college  of  admiralty  of 
Mease  will  furnish — 


1  wmml... 

1  ▼OMftl... 

afrigntM 
KHfcato. 
1 


7  TOMela  and  frigates. 


Gnus. 


60 
60 
36 
20 
12 


Men. 


350 
300 
230 
150 
100 


ToUil 

gUllB. 


60 
50 
108 
20 
12 


250 


rotnl 
men. 


350 
800 
600 
150 
JOO 


1,590 


The  college  of  Amsterdam — 


Guns. 

Men. 

Total 
guns. 

ToUl 
men. 

2  Teasels ■ 

00 
50 
40 
30 
20 

3riO 
300 
260 
230 
160 

120 

200 

80 

72 

40 

700 

4  TOSBOls 

1,200 
500 

2  frigates 

2  frigates 

400 

2IHgfttes 

800 

12  TOBSolo  and  frigates       ....  a ....  x ...  ^     ^                                       ...... 

612 

8,160 

The  college  of  Zealand-^ 


iTessel 

Ivesssl 

iTesscl 

1  frigate 

irrigate 

5  Teasels  and  frigates 


The  college  of  West  Friesland  and  tlio  qujvrtcr  of  tlio  north — 


1  frigate . . 

2  frigates 


STessolssnd  frigates. 


Total 

30 
40 

Total 
mull. 

230 
300 

75 

530 

The  college  of  Friesland- 


- 

GlIIIN. 

GO 
50 
30 
20 

Mm. 

310 
300 
230 
150 

Total 

(K) 

100 

30 

20 

Total 
1110  n. 

1  reesel _ 

310 

2  Teaaels 

00(1 

irrigate 

230 

irrigate 

150 

5  TOSSES  and  frigates 

i 

210 

1,320 

1 

The  expense  of  this  enrollment  of  seven  thousand  nine  linndrod  and 
twenty  men  amouuts,  at  30  tlorins  a  head,  by  the  month,  to  two 
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liuiiilic.il  iiiiil  cigliljlivi;  tliutisaiid  s(!v<;ii  liiindicit  and  (wtiiiiy  flurii 
each  iiioiitli,  niul  for  foiirtceu  iiioiitlis  to  tlirve  iDillioos  nine  bundn 
and  niiiutyoiic  Ihousaiul  six  bHn<lre<l  auti  eighty  florins,  of  wiiicli  t1 
moiety  (or  oiiu  millioit  niue  liuiiclred  mid  tiiiin-llvo  tlioua.iiid  eight  liit 
dred  tiiid  forly  llorins)  is  tnl<uii  I'roni  tlio  Aitiiroprintioii  de  lapetition  < 
gitcrre  of  tiie  M  of  November  of  the  i)ast  year,  mid  the  otber  moic 
from  tlie  HpiiropriaMon  {J£«  droita  augmentia  (Veatree  et  de  gaheUe. 

The  payments  will  be  made  to  tbe  rettpectivo  colleges  of  admiral 
oil  t)ie  (laiial  fuotiiig,  to  wit:  the  quarter  of  tbe  whole  cbiirgo  of  eai 
Tcascl  when  tiiu  vessel  shall  be  equipped,  tlie  bnlf  when  the  vesa 
shall  bare  served  twelve  monUiB  after  tlio  enlistment  of  tbe  crew,  ai 
fotirleeii  moiilbs  if  it  it  a  vessel  continuo<l  in  tbo  service  after  bavii 
been  equipped  for  former  service.  The  resolution  enjoins  on  tbe  a 
iniralty  to  hasten  the  equipments,  to  tbu  end  that  every  month  tbe 
may  bo  a  convoy  for  tbo  ports  of  France  and  England ;  for  Lisbon  ai 
tbe  Mediterranean  as  often  as  wanted ;  and  for  tbe  West  Indies  twi 
a  year. 

I  got  a  knowledge  of  this  i-esolution  the  1st  of  May,  in  tbe  evenin 
The  next  day  I  apprised  tbo  I'reniih  ambassador,  wbo  would  not  I 
lieve  it  at  lirst.  I  gave  bim  a  co[>y  and  sent  a  translntion  to  PanH 
The  secrecy  with  wliieh  they  adoiited  it  and  kc|>t  it  unknown  inai 
days  shows  tliat  they  wished  to  prevent  its  publicity ;  and  as  it  is  y 
a  little  deccjitive  its  to  ship  timber,  wliicb  is  neither  named  nor  e 
cepted,  it  will  nut  be,  prubiibly,  commnniciite<l  to  the  Franch  nmbase 
dor.  It  is  important  us  serving  to  supitort  tbo  province  of  Hollai 
against  tbe  other  provinces,  nil  devoted  to  the  court. 

On  the  lltb  of  May  the  body  of  merchants  of  Amstei'dam  prcsnnli 
nu  address  to  the  admiralty  U>  hasten  tbe  convoy  in  consequence 
the  above  rc^olvo  of  the  ^Gtli  of  April,  on  tlie  faith  of  which  they  bi 
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Address  of  H.  Laureus  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

MAV  15,  1779. 

Mr.  President,  the  motion  ^?bicll  was  made  yesterday  by  one  of  the 
houorable  delegates  from  Virginia  for  reiding  a  presumed  copy  of  a 
letter  said  to  have  been  written  by  me  and  printed  in  the  garrison  of 
the  enemy  on  New  York  Island,  and  for  calling  upon  me  to  declare 
whether  I  had  written  such  a  letter,  appeared  to  me  to  be  irregular, 
nn[»recedented,  and  full  of  dangerous  consecjuenccs,  derogatory  to  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and  alarming  to  the  free  and  independ- 
ent citizens  of  these  United  States;  thence  arose  those  cautions  and 
admonitions  which  a  sense  of  duty  prompted  me  to  oflcr  to  the  house 
while  the  subject  was  under  debate,  and  I  rejoice  in  that  wisdom  which 
was  displa^'ed  by  the  IIoui«e  in  overruling  the  attempt.  Sir,  had  the 
gentleman  who  nnidethe  mothm  called  on  me  and  in  proper  terms  in- 
quired whether  the  printed  letter  was  a  coi)y  of  the  original  address 
from  me  to  Governor  Houston,  [  would  have  given  him  all  the  satisfac- 
tion that  could  have  been  desired  by  any  man  of  true  honor. 

And  DOW,  sir — as — if  I  have  been  guilty  of  aught  criminal  or  have 
inadvertently  expressed  anything  amiss  in  m^-  correspondence  as  a 
private  citizen  with  Mr.  llouston,  I  would  rather  receive  a  censure  or 
a  reproof  from  Congress  than  be  charged  with  a  want  of  candor  or  com- 
mit my  conduct  to  the  whispers  of  malice — I  take  the  liberty  of  inform- 
ing Congress  that  I  did  on  the  27th  August  last  write  a  private  letter 
to  Governor  Houston. 

If  the  house  shall  judge  it  proper  to  determine  by  a  vote  that  they 
may  of  right  demand  a  copy  of  that  private  letter,  and  shall  in  conse- 
quence of  such  vote  call  on  me;  or  if  Congress  shall  be  pleased  by  a 
vote  to  direct  their  President  in  writing  to  request  me  to  lay  before 
them  a  copy  of  the  letter,  I  will  in  eitlier  case  produce  a  genuine  and 
true  copy,  reserving  to  myself  in  the  mean  time  the  privilege  of  voting 
as  I  certiiinly  should  vote  if  I  were  not  a  ])arty  concerned. 

I  confide  in  the  candor  of  the  House  to  order  this  address  to  be 
entered  on  the  journal,  and  if  the  House  shall  be  pleavsed  to  call  for  or 
request  a  copy  of  my  letter,  1  shall  ex[)ect  that  will  also  be  entered  on 
the  journal. t 


'  MSS.  Dop.  of  State. 

tTIie  letter  jilmvo  referred  to  was  written  by  Lanrens  to  Governor  Houston,  of 
Qeorf;iA,  and  diirin^r  the  inv:i8ion  of  tliat  8ta(e  wan  fi)un<l  anion*;  his  ]>iipor8  and 
published  in  Now  York.  In  tliis  letter  the  wiit^»r  expressed  himself  with  a  dej;reeof 
sovority,  wliieh  oven  his  own  opinion,  wlien  not  un:!er  the  innuediate  influence  of 
chagrin,  would  not  entirely  justify,  and  has  n^liectnl  on  tlie  integrity  and  patriotism 
of  mcnibers  without  particularizing  the  individuals  he  designed  to  censure. — 1  Mar- 
sball's  Wosbingtoii,  290. 
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Qerard  to  the  PteBident  at  ConereBs.* 
[TntulBtlon.] 

PuiLADELFBU,  May  19, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  lake  tbo  liberty  of  nddresaing  to  you  a  note  of  Don  Joan  < 
Mtrolles  coiiceniiiig  tlie  Spanisti  sUips  carried  into  New  England,  ai 
beg  you  tu  biy  it  before  Cougresa,  and  to  represent  to  them  that  tbe 
is  reason  to  fear,  if  tbo  ntipeal  wbiob  tlio  couucil  of  Boston  bas  reserv< 
to  itself  sboitld  bo  d<.'cided  before  any  measures  be  taken  by  Congrec 
tlio  Biii|>B  and  mercbaudise  will  be  Hold,  to  tbe  irreparable  loss  of  tl 
Sjiauiards. 

I  bave  Uio  honor  to  be,  with  sentiinentB  of  the  greatest  respect,  a: 
your  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 

Gbbabd. 


MEMO  It  ML. 

ITnnslBlinn.I 

Don  Jnan  do  Mirallcn,  vha  iiiiilrr  <1nlo  oC  tlie  Slat  of  AjitII  loat  had  tba  honor 
ptoHuiit  a  luamoTiul  to  bin  oxoollenoy  M.  Uerori],  miniator  pleDlpoteatlmry  of  tliDooi 
of  Franco  to  tlie  lliiiioil  States  of  Amarica,  to  inform  bhnof  tboprooeodiugBof  dim 
ODt  privntMra,  nitli  tlio  ling  of  tlie  aahl  Uulteil  Slatoa,  against  tbreo  veMola  lawful 
proTidcd  with  tbe  Spnninh  Hag,  whiota  liadsailod,  one  of  tbeiu  from  Loudon  for  Cm 
auil  the  two  others  frnin  Cndix  for  England,  loaded  with  raerohaudiae  belonging, 
Troll  na  tbo  said  vonsnlH,  to  niibjecta  of  liio  Cntholio  mnJeBt;,  bis  moaler,  wbiob  lia 
been  carried  into  din'urcnt  iwrtaof  Now  EiLglniid,  nndor  tlie  Jnriediotion  of  the  pro 
inco  of  MostinclinaoltH,  and  lliat  the  reajioetive  iudictinenlsbavo  boon  drawn  ugaii 
tboni  boruro  tlio  prinrt  of  mlniirally  of  the  city  of  Uaston,  where  the  cargo  of  oue 
tho  said  vcssola  which  aailud  from  London  boa  been  condomuod,  to  Iho  proHt  of  t 
ownors  anil  crow  of  tho  privateer  which  captnred  her;  another  of  the  said  vessn 
which  aailoil  fruni  CiuUt,  ban  also  houn  condoinuod,  and  there  ia  no  douht  tbnt  t 
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in  order  tbafc  it  may  have  tlie  gooclnem  to  pass  aresolntion  onloring  tlio  said  supreme 
eonri  ot  Massaoliiisetts,  and  every  otber  tribunal,  to  suspend  every  proceeding  and 
defeorminatiou  with  regard  to  the  aforesaid  three  Spanish  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
until  the  said  honorable  Congress  shall  have  decided  deliiiitivoly  on  this  aflair,  and 
that  this  may  bo  done  soon,  so  that  the  order  which  it  may  ho  pleased  to  give  may 
arrive  at  Boston  before  the  said  5th  of  June  next,  which  is  the  time  at  which  the 
said  causes  are  to  l>e  Judge<1  dedultively  and  in  the  last  resort. 

Juan  dk  Mikallks." 
PiiiuiDBLPiiiA,  Jf ly  18,  1779. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  A£fair8.f 

Paris,  May  21, 1779. 

Genlemen:  It  is  now  moro  than  six  inontlis  since  I  was  honored  with 
aline  from  jou.  I  wrote  you  last  on  tiie2Gth  of  April ;  since  that  time 
a  solemn  treaty  of  peace  has  been  conchuled,  by  tlie  mediation  of 
France,  between  the  Porte  and  court  of  Petersburg.  Though  this  may 
ai)i)ear  to  leave  liussia  at  liberty  to  assist  Great  Hritian,  I  do  not  think 
you  have  any  thing  in  reality*  to  apprehend  from  that  quarter. 

It  is  probable  the  German  i)owers  will  soon  be  at  i)eace,  though  it  is 
not  yet  signed  at  Teschin.  The  eilect  of  this  will  be  to  furnish  Great 
Britain  with  a  number  of  German  trooi)s,  such  as  the  free  companies, 
which  are  levied  by  different  leaders  in  all  German  wars  and  are  dis- 
missed when  they  end.  These  having  once  pursued  the  military  life 
will  the  more  readily  engage,  especially  when  tempted  with  good  pay 
and  promises  of  ])lnnder.  The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Elector  of  Saxony 
are  from  interest  inclined  to  our  cause;  but  there  are  so  many  inter- 
mediate considerations,  which  retard  an  oi)en  declaration,  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  say  when  that  will  take  pLice. 

The  house  of  Austria  is  in  its  politics  inclined  to  England,  and  the 
empress  is  personally  so.  The  emperor  I  think  has  diiferent  sentiments, 
but  he  is  not  the  sovereign.  The  grand  duke,  though  much  our  friend, 
must  follow  the  Btei)s  of  his  mother. 

Spain,  Portugal,  and  Naples  are  in  i)erfect  harmony.  The  first  is 
more  able  to  reduce  Great  Britain  to  terms  of  [lence,  by  a  full  acknowl- 
edgment of  our  independency  and  sovereignty,  than  any  power  in 
Europe.  Iler  ministers  are  able,  her  credit  great,  her  treasury  well 
supplied,  her  finances  well  administered,  her  commerce  increasing,  her 
fleet  amounting  to  fifty  sail  of  the  line  and  a  i>roportioiiable  number  of 
frigates  fit  for  immediate  service.  In  a  word,  she  is  in  a  state  to  be- 
gin at  a  moment's  warning  a  i)owerful  warand  continue  it  for  three  ye«irs 
without  borrowing  a  sol.  She  has  made  a  noble  motion  to  conclude 
what  isstiimlated  in  the  treaty  of  alliance,  and  as  I  have  not  received  one 
wonl  of  answer  to  my  letters  to  Congress  of  the  10th  of  February  and 
4th  of  Ai)ril,  1778,  it  is  not  easy  for  me  to  know  how  to  act.     I  wish 


*  For  procccflingH  of  Con f^rcss  upon  tliiH  nioniorinl  ^w^o  infra^  May  22,  1779. 
t  M88.  Dop,  of  State  f  1  Sparka'  Dip.  Jtcv.  Corp.,  r)54,  with  verbal  cbangea. 


I  i~  IiirLOMATU;   COIiKlCSI'ONDKNCE. 

iilwiiyN  t(>  u'ccivo  tliu  itistiticLtoiis  ol'  luy  conslitiieuUi,  tliat  I  may  pu 
Hiio  tLieiii  to  lliu  liu8t  uf  uiy  abili^. 

Tlio  StaU's-Oeiiortil  linve  at  loiigtl>  resolveil  to  gmnt  couToys  to  tbe 
iiiorcliniit  ships,  nii<1  Hiipport  their  cmiimcrce  against  tlie  pretensions 
ISngluiid.  Snt'dtMi  mid  Dciimnrk  liavo  delurmiiicil  tlio  aanio;  nude 
tliG-so  {govern iiKMiLs  niu  niigineiitiiig  tlieir  iiavnl  force,  so  as  to  siippo 
tlicse  rcnoliitiuiiR.  I  imagine  tliid  nill,  by  degrees,  let  in  tbu  coininer 
of  Aini^rini,  In  wliic.li  tlii-se  powers  will  fjive  every  protection  they  cr 
short  of  open  hostilities,  luid  Great  Jlritdtii  will  bo  obliged  to  wii 
at  it. 

In  Kriglaiid  the  diaeontcnts  in  tbe  army  and  iinvy  are  little  ehort 
disiilTccttoii.  Tlie  iniiiietci's  are  pnratieil  with  nnramitting  acrtmou 
and  snpporttMl  by  t liu  king  witli  proportionnblo  jictuevenuicc.  Tlioexai 
ination  of  the  si.'iv  nndbtiidoHltiorsberore  thellouseof  OomtDoii8,in  tl 
inquiry  now  making  into  the  conduct  of  tlie  Uowos,  with  tbe  correspou' 
ciicu  between  tbe  ininislers  nndgenerals,  proves  very  satisfactorily  thi 
both  ministers  and  generals  exerted  tlieir  utniostin  the  war  against  w 
and  that  it  did  not  fail  from  tlieir  fault,  but  from  tbe  impracticability 
the  attempt,  (icnural  Grey  gave  a  rery  decided  opinion  that  the  war  ci 
never Rticeeeil.  Cii|itain  Uammond  spoko  highly  of  tlie  behavioral 
utility  of  onr  row  galleys  and  lire  Hats.  Tbe  new  recruiting  scheme  : 
England  is  very  unproductive ;  they  have  not  yet  raised  six  thousat 
of  the  lilteen  tlioiimmd  they  expected.  Theii'  expense  is  enormous,  ai 
thojivodnceoflhoir  taxes,  though  they  arc  increased  in  uuinber,  great 
dehcient.  Scotland  is  irritated  by  Iho  countenance  given  to  theltomt 
Outhulitis,  and  their  highhmd  levies  have  twice  mutinied,  so  that  tbe 
is  little  probability  uf  that  conn  try,  however  hostile,  supplying  any  luo 
troops. 

Ireland  is  nearly  in  the  state  we  were  in  six  years  ago.    The  peep 
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take  the  command  in  Americsi,  trusting  that  bis  abilities,  with  the  con- 
fidence and  gracioasness  of  his  character  among  the  British  as  well  as 
the  German  soldiery,  will  overcome  a!l  diniculties. 

But  what  they  rely  upon  most  is  the  derangement  of  our  finances, 
the  depreciation  of  our  paper,  the  divisions  and  discontents  excited 
among  us  by  the  bad  ambition  of  some,  the  crimiimi  intrigue  of  others, 
and  the  unbounded  avarice  of  many.  They  Ihitter  themselves  that 
what  has  happened  in  ail  countries  and  at  all  times  will  be  our  fate; 
that  public  defaulters  will,  by  the  weight  of  their  acquisitions,  obtain 
an  ascendancy  which  will  either  bring  us  to  ruin  by  the  prevalence  of 
evil  or  betray  us  to  our  former  domination,  in  order  to  keep  possession 
with  impunity  of  what  the^  have  acquired,  if  by  these  instruments 
they  can  loosen  the  ties  which,  by  knitting  the  people  and  their  leaders 
together,  have  hitherto  rendered  them  invincible,  and  withdraw  their 
confidence  from  those  who  have  originally  ])lanned  and  have  ably  con- 
ducted them  through  this  wonderful  revolution,  they  hojie  to  effect 
what  they  hitherto  have  attempted  in  vain;  to  subjugate  those  Quoa 
neqxie  Tydides^  nee  Larissfciis  Achilles^  noii  anni  domuere  decern^  non  miUe 
carinas.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  there  is  no  jirobability  of  this  court's 
supplying  any  money;  but  of  this  yon  will  be  bettor  informed  by  your 
minister. 

This  letter  I  expect  will  go  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  who  suc- 
ceeds M.  Gerard.  M.  de  la  Luzerne's  family  is  among  the  best  and 
most  honorable  of  this  country.  He  has  been  minister  to  the  court  of 
Munich,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  honor  and  ability,  insomuch  that  the 
court  of  Versailles  seems  to  me  in  nothing  to  have  shown  its  wisdom 
more  than  in  sending  at  this  important  moment  a  minister  whose  con- 
duct is  likely  to  correspond  with  his  rank  and  character,  and  who  will 
not  descend  to  anything  that  may  either  dishonor  liiinself  or  disturb  us. 
The  secretsiry  to  the  embsissy,  M.  de  Marbois,  is  also  a  gentleman  respec- 
table for  his  character  and  abilities. 

The  sums  of  public  money  which  I  have  received  for  my  expenses 

(my  two  journej'S  included)  from  the  bankers  JSollier  v^-^^  Grand,  from 

the  ICth  of  December,  177G,  to  the  2()tli  of  April,  1771),  amounts  to 

119,018  livros  17  sols.     I  observe  that  Mr.  Doane,  in  a  summary  laid 

before  Congress  on  the  12th  of  October,  1778,  lumps  a  sum  received  by 

the  commissioners  for  their  expenses,  etc.,  from  Mr.  Grand,  only  to  the 

30th  of  April,  1778,  and  states  it  at  241,285  livres  15  11.     But  as  1 

have  no  concern  with  what  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane  received,  1 

desire  that  the  accounts  of  the  bankers,  and  not  that  of  Mr.  Deane, 

may  answer  for  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthuu  Lee. 

May  22. 

P.  S. — The  treaty  of  peace  in  Germany  was  signed  on  the  13th. 
Froinsomeintelligeucelhave  just  received,  though  not  from  authority, 
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I  am  inclined  to  believe  wo  shall  soou  be  sjitisfied  with  the  couiluct 
Spain.    13c  pleased  to  enclose  iny  letters  4  Monsieur  le  Marquis  i 
Malsherbe,  minietred'etati  Paris. 


C  ongres 8— Action  as  to  Captures  on  High  Seas.* 

May  22, 1779. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Dnrke,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Love 
to  whom  was  relerrcd  the  letter  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
France,  with  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  dated  May  18, 177 
brought  in  a  rei>ort;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  The  resolutions  of  Congress  passed  on  tiioGth  day  of  Man 
last,  relative  to  the  e>outrol  of  Congress  by  appeal  iu  the  last  resort  ov 
all  jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  captures  on  the  high  sea 
be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  several  States;  and  that  they  1 
respectfully  requested  to  Uvke  ellectual  measures  for  conforming  tliei 
with. 

Resolvcdy  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  the  minister  plenip 
tentiary  of  France  and  signed  by  the  President : 

Siu :  Congress  linviiig  tn,koii  into  conBideration  yonr  letter  of  tbo  lUth  of  tl 
inontliy  I  am  ilircctcd  to  ausure  you  that  as  roou  as  tbo  matter  shall  in  due  com 
come  before  tlicm,  thoy  will  attend  very  particularly  to  tbo  cases  of  tbo  vessels  stat 
iu  tbo  note  from  Don  Juan  do  Mirnlles  to  have  been  sailing  under  tbo  flag  of  I 
Catbolic  uiajcHty,  mid  captured  by  armed  vcsm^ls  under  tbe  flag  of  tbo  United  Stat< 
and  tbat  tboy  will  cauHu  tbe  law  of  nations  to  bo  most  strictly  observed ;  tbat  if 
sball  bo  found  after  duo  trial  tbat  tlie  owners  of  tlio  captured  vessels  have  suffer 
(hiu)ago  from  tbo  misapiindionsion  or  violation  of  tbo  rights  of  war  and  ueutralit 
CoiigrcHS  will  cnuHO  reparation  to  be  uiade  in  such  manner  as  to  do  ample  Justice  ai 
vindicate  tbo  bonor  of  tlin  SpnniHli  flag. 

Tbat  C'ontircss  iiavo  cvory  poHniblo  dispoBitiou  to  cultivate  tbo  most  perfect  barmoi 
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Qerard  to  the  Presideiit  of  Congress/ 
ITraDslatiou.] 

PiiiLADELPUiA,  May  22, 1779. 

Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  not  having  been  hitherto 
iuformed  by  Congress  of  the  result  of  their  deliberations  upon  the 
important  overtures  which  have  formed  for  more  than  three  months 
the  constant  subject  of  his  representations,  has  reason  to  presume  that 
the  resolutions  relative  to  them  have  not  yet  been  passed.  Delays  so 
long  and  so  unnatural  in  a  matter  so  clear,  and  in  a  juncture  which 
requires  so  much  celerity,  and  which  so  essentially  concerns  the  United 
States,  have  rendered  the  undersigned  apprehensive  lest  some  doubt 
had  arisen  either  as  to  the  main  i>oint  of  the  matter,  or  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding,  or  as  to  the  disi>ositions  and  views  of  the  king;  and 
as  the  said  minister  is  instructed  to  conceal  from  Congress  nothing  that 
can  be  useful  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  he  asks  permission 
to  submit  to  them  the  summary  of  the  most  essential  things  which 
seemed  to  him  to  deserve  attention  in  the  further  course  of  its  deliber- 
ations. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  direct  and  essential  object  of  the  alliance 
which  subsists  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  United 
States  is  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty^  the  sovereignty,  and  the  inde- 
pendencCj  absolute  atid  unlimited,  of  tlie  said  States,  as  well  with  respect 
to  government  as  to  commerce,  and  consequently  the  territorial  rights 
belonging  to  sovereignty.  To  this  object  all  the  eflbrts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  king  are  constantly  tending.  It  is  in  order  to  attain  it,  and 
to  procure  for  the  people  of  America  the  power  of  this  valuable  inde- 
pendence, and  the  cessation  of  the  evils  sind  dangers  under  which  an 
active  and  obstinate  war  makes  them  groan,  that  his  majesty  has  under- 
taken a  difficult  and  expensive  war  against  England,  without  any  view 
of  personal  interest,  and  even  with  the  refusal  of  the  advantages  which 
the  United  States  appeared  ready  to  grant  him.  lie  has  already  given 
brilliant  proofs  that  his  friendship  does  not  confine  itself  to  the  mere 
fulfillment  of  his  engagements.  He  is  in  fact  disposed  to  give  to  the 
United  States  all  the  assistance  compatible  with  the  situation  of  his 


•5  Sparks'  Dip.  liov.  Corr.,  597,  in  sonio  points  varying  oflicial  translation. 
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own  iifl'itli'H  iiiiil  »'itli  tlio  genera)  »tiite  of  tilings,  nnti  he  regiinis  tl 
interests  ot  tlio  United  SUtes  as  his  own  in  everything  thnl  rchUes  < 
llio  object  of  the  :ilIianco  wvl  Hint  is  confurmablo  tu  tho  inrarisib 
l>rinci]ileH  on  wtiittli  his  reclprociil  ennneotioiis  with  the  United  SUiU 
sXTii  lunmleil.  It  in  in  eonttcqnuiico  of  liin  iutimtioii  to  execute  liternll 
tlie  Ireiity  of  !illi;iiu-«  Unit  he  him  not  lo^t  n  nioniont  in  fiiforniing  Coi 
gress  of  the  ovfttnri-.s  ivliilive  to  tlie  proJectiHl  piusiflenCiuii,  in  ontren 
ing  them  Ut  tnk'i  withont  <leliiy  tliiit  piirt  in  this  nogotiiition  whielt  tl 
dignity  nnd  intereRln  of  tlie  United  St4UeH  re<)iiiro.  lie  haa  uiorcovi 
repeated  to  (.'ongrcKK  tlie  promise  that  he  would  not  treat  with  the  con 
nion  enciiiy  witltniit  insiking  itaprimmy  and  essential  vonditioii  tin 
tlie  independence  of  tho  United  StittoH  should  boacknowlcdgcil,  coi 
fornuibly  to  the  strpnhitions  of  tlio  tronty  of  alliance.  Hisniajitatyhi 
at  the  Hiiine  time  ordered  Mr  ininiatiT  pleni|>otoi]tiary  to  lay  before  Coi 
grc»n  some  eoiiRideraliouB  relative  to  the  stateof  nffnira,  and  pnrtici 
hirly  to  observe  to  them  thnt  the  alliance,  nulesn  victonous,  can  ni 
dictate  terms  to  the  common  enemy.  The  nudersignoil  has  exccuU: 
thcHo  onler«,  eillier  verbally  or  in  writing. 

It  in  evident,  then,  thnt  his  nia)e8ty  desires  only  tho  tnnKinillity  nti 
prosporily  of  America  npoii  the  foundation  of  an  honorable  and  fln 
peace,  conformable  to  the  stipniations  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.  U 
ro.jectn  every  idea  of  (conquest  and  ai^uisition  of  territory  for  hinisel 
Jn  ordo-v  promptly  to  attain  this  advantngeons  object,  and  to  fnlflll  h 
engagement^*,  he  is  disposed  to  carry  on  Uie  war  with  vigor,  if  tho  con 
nion  enemy  refnson  the  paeific  system  which  his  majesty  has nnnoimue 
to  tlio  whole  world,  mid  which  tlic  United  States  adopted  on  signin 
tho  iilliance.  lint  in  case  that  the  |iorseverance  of  the  eonrt  of  Ifondoi 
in  the  desire  to  snl>dno  or  to  cominer  Amerifwi,  shonid  prolong  tl 
i^ilanuties  of  the  war,  ids  nijijesty  will  consider  himself  at  liberty  I 
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It  follows  from  these  observations, 

First.  That  the  king  has  engaged  to  procure  for  the  United  States, 
by  means  of  arms,  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence,  and 
that  his  majesty  is  faithful  to  fulfill  this  obligation,  and  even  disposed 
to  lend  them  nssistauce  to  which  he  is  not  obliged  by  the  treaty. 

Second.  That  he  has  made  no  other  engagements  than  those  expressed 
in  the  stipnhitions  of  the  treaty. 

Third.  That  the  United  States  have  neither  title  nor  right  to  require 
anything  more,  and  that  if  they  wish  to  persuade  him  to  further  en- 
gagements, it  can  only  be  voluntary  on  his  part,  and  by  uniting  redp- 
rocal  counsels,  conformably  to  the  expressions  of  article  I  of  the 
treaty,  and  as  is  proper  for  good  and  faithful  allies.  Even  in  this  case 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  state  of  things  and  minds  in  Europe,  or 
to  judge  what  measures  the  important  care  of  maintaining  his  reputa- 
tion and  the  system  of  equity  and  moderation  whicli  ho  has  made  the 
fundamental  principle  of  his  reign  may  require  on  his  majesty's  part 
These  considerations  seem  particularly  due  to  an  ally  when  he  h^is  con- 
tracted gratuitous  obligations  without  any  reciprocal  advantages. 

Fourth.  By  uniting  the  expressions  of  articles  11  and  12,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  success  of  the  war  being  alone  able  to  fix  the  fate  of  em- 
pires, it  has  been  found  impossible,  on  concluding  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
to  determine  the  possessions  that  the  United  States  may  obtain  on 
making  peace ;  that,  consequently,  the  engagement  of  France  can  only 
be  conditional  and  eventual  on  this  subject;  that  she  is  not  now  held 
to  any  particular  engagement  in  relation  to  these  possessions,  whether 
real  or  pretended;  and  that  this  obligation  will  not  commence  till  the 
time  in  which  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
cessation  of  the  war. 

Fifth.  In  fine,  it  is  indispensable  to  add  to  these  considerations  that, 
when  any  doubt  arisen  as  to  the  expressions,  the  extent,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty,  the  laws  of  reason  and  of  univer- 
sal justice,  as  well  as  the  rules  of  good  and  faithful  alliance,  decide  that 
an  ally  has  no  right  to  interpret  it  arbitrarily  and  partially  ;  that  the 
attempt  would  at  the  same  timeofleud  the  dignity  and  destroy  the  con- 
fidence of  his  ally;  that  neither  of  them  can  in  fact  arrogate  to  him- 
self the  superiority  in  connections  which  ought  to  be  e(iual  and  recii)- 
rocal;  that  it  is  only  by  a  friendly  explanation,  by  a  formal  agreement, 
that  these  doubts  can  bo  removed  and  the  exact  meaning  of  treaties 
determined;  that,  in  short,  this  method  would  become  still  more  indis- 
pensable, if  it  should  happen  that  the  pretensions  of  one  of  the  parties 
were  founded  only  upon  far-fetched  inductions,  subject  to  discussion 
and  contradiction,  and  would  tend  to  alter  the  essential  and  funda- 
mental system  of  an  alliance. 

The  minister  pleni[)otentiary  of  France  is  fully  confident  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  knowing  the  laws  of  proceedings  and 
the  respect  which  sovereigns  mutually  owe  to  each  other,  will  observe 
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llifiii  ill  llji-ir  riiiiiliici.  towiinls  Iiis  iiio«t  Obiistiiiii  iiiajoety;  but  Ll 
iiiiiiurliiut,  ci'iticii),  lutd  prussiii);  juimCuro  in  wbivli  tbu  alTaii-B  of  II 
iilliiuiuu  staiiil  »t  tlio  prvsoiit  iiioiiiout  iiupotws  ou  the  uudorsigm 
niiiiitttcr  tliu  saurud  duty  of  coutributiug,  as  mucli  oa  lies  in  his  iHiwt 
toliaslmi  tliei'ctiolutioiisof  CoDgrosB,  to  prevent »11  uiistakea  niidevu 
.subject  of  niisuiKlcrsLiiuding,  to  proserve  tlie  must  perfect  liannouy  ai 
UHifontiity  orviuna  and  sontiuieuts  conuerniug  tliu  aceoutplisliuiont 
t1i«  DttvuntageotM  stipulations  of  tlie  nlliance,  and  thus  to  deceive  tl 
cxpecUition  of  tlie  eoninion  eueniy,  wlio  bcucefuitli  fouuda  bis  priuuip 
liupoMOii  ttie  di  vicious  wbicb  lie  is  ititout  upon  fomeutiiig.  In  line,  oi 
of  tbc  objects  of  tliis  meuiorial  18  to  prove,  solemuly,  tliu  faitbfui  hi 
IViciidly  uoiiduct  of  the  liiug  iu  tliiu  juueturo,  bis  luajosty  bopiug  tli 
the  kuowledgo  of  tills  uoiidiict  will  coiiOnn  tbe  govcniniciits  and  iieoii 
of  Aineiicn  in  tlie  sontiuients  of  conQdeuee  wliicli  tbe  protieediiigs 
bis  uaUl  majesty  Uave  already  inspired.  It  is  ouly  by  tbus  plucii 
bcfuru  tlmcyi^s  of  Congreiis  tbo  indiibitable  priuciples  oxprcsaed  abo' 
that  ttio  minister  pleiiipoteutiary  of  Fiance  thought  that  he  could  fuU 
his  d lilies  to  i.he  king,  his  inaster,  and  to  tbe  alliance,  and  jirotectfro 
all  roi>roach  bis  zimI  fur  the  eomuiun  cause  between  France  ai 
Aincrioa. 

If  he  has  deceived  himself  in  Ins  conjectures  as  to  tbe  immediate  ai 
apparent  utility  of  bis  mode  of  proceeding,  bo  begs  Congress  to  aeco 
hi»  excuses  for  having  consumeit  time  of  so  much  value,  and  be  flatte 
himself  that,  Idiouiin;  bis  attachment  to  tlie  alliance  and  to  tbo  Cnib 
States,  it  will  attribute  his  conduct  to  these  soutiments  alone. 
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vate  concerns,  which  hail  suffered  much  by  uiy  absence,  I  wa«  applied 
to  by  the  committee  of  Congress  to  go  to  France  to  negotiate  the 
political  as  well  as  commercial  affairs  of  America  in  that  kingdom. 
The  advantages  proposed  to  me  in  the  latter  were  considerable,  and 
without  any  probability  of  difliculty,  embarassmcnt,  or  risk,  further 
than  the  dangers  of  the  voyage,  which  were  indeed  great  at  that  time. 
In  the  former  it  was  very  different,  but  the  difficulties  wliich  presented, 
great  as  they  were,  had  no  consideration  with  me  in  the  situation  in 
which  our  affairs  then  were.  My  subsequent  conduct,  from  my  arrival 
in  France,  until  I  left  that  kingdom,  fully  demonstrates  that  private 
interest  and  personal  safety  never  had  any  weight  with  me  when  the 
service  of  my  country  called  upon  me.  In  my  narrative  I  have  been 
BO  particular  on  the  situation  I  found  myself  in  on  my  arrival  in  Europe, 
the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  I  constantly  labored  under  and  hiul 
to  encounter,  and  in  the  many  letters  I  have  written  to  Congress  since 
my  return,  requesting  my  conduct  might  be  examined  in  the  strictest 
and  most  public  manner,  I  have  so  often  represented  to  them  what  my 
situation  and  line  of  conduct  had  ever  been,  that  I  am  under  no  neces- 
sity of  saying  anything  on  the  subject  at  present. 

On  the  4th  March,  1778,  after  having  succeeded  in  procuring  supplies 
for  these  States,  which  fell  almost  solely  on  me,  and  having  jointly  with 
my  colleagues  concluded  the  treaty  of  the  (>th  of  February,  which 
secured  and  guarantied  the  independence  of  these  States,  when  I  found 
myself  for  the  first  time  after  my  leaving  America  free  from  those  dis- 
tressing embarrassments  and  difficulties  I  had  been  constantly  under, 
and  at  liberty  to  pursue  openly  the  great  objects  in  view  and  which  I 
had  for  some  time  contemplated  for  the  service  of  these  States,  I  re- 
ceived the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  December,  ordering  me 
to  return  immediately  to  America,  to  inform  Congress  of  the  state  of 
foreign  affairs  in  Europe.  I  did  not  hesitate  a  nu)ment  as  to  the  part  I 
should  take, but  immediately  set  myself  on  improving  this  circumstance 
and  others,  which  then  fortunately  coincided,  to  the  greatest  possible 
advantage  of  these  States — the  publication  of  the  treaty,  until  that  time 
ordered  to  be  kei>t  a  profound  secret,  and  the  sending  out  the  Toulon 
fleet,  in  which  I  embarked  early  in  April. 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether,  from  the  4tli  of 
March  to  the  30th,  the  day  1  left  Paris,  I  could  possibly  have  been  bet- 
ter employed,  and  whether  1  could  have  justified  myself,  or  been  even 
excused  by  others,  had  I  neglected  these  objects,  and  delayed  to  pay 
the  most  immediate  attention  to  the  order  of  Congress  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  collecting  in  and  adjusting  jiccounts  from  the  ditt'erent  parts 
of  France ;  accounts  wliich  could  not  be  collected  and  closed  under  sev- 
eral months,  and  in  the  settlement  of  which  my  colleagues  were  equally 
interested  with  myself  t 

I  say  J  submit  this  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  nor  do  1  fear 
publicly  to  submit  it  to  the  world,  or  oven  to  those  enemies  whom  I  am 
so  unfortunate  as  to  have  in  it.    The  voice  of  my  friend  and  colleague 
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IJr,  Fraultliii,  wiLL  tliiit  of  my  otberuoblefrieuds  and  patrons  iu  Fraut 
to  me  iviis,  '■  Lose  not  (said  they)  a  moment  on  any  olgeot,  either  |)u 
lie  or  [irivato ;  the  fleet  at  Toulon  will  be  ready  by  the  time  yon  arri 
there ;  by  no  monns  ]etit  wait  a  moment  for  you ;  you  may  sail  early 
April  nnd  bo  in  America  iu  the  course  of  the  mouth  of  May ;  yon  m 
flnish  tlie  information  yon  have  to  give  Congress  immediately,  and  i 
turn  to  France  by  the  time  the  accounts  you  have  been  concerned 
can  bo  got  ready  for  settlemeut."  It  can  not  be  supposed  that  I  want 
to  bo  urged  to  talte  the  part  I  did }  on  the  contrary,  I  exerted  my» 
to  tlio  utmost  in  my  power  to  get  away  as  early  and  as  secretly  aa  pos 
bio,  being  conriuucd  tltat  the  plan  was  well  laid,  happy  to  find  t 
ministry  had  come  so  readily  into  it,  and  sensible  how  nmch  depend 
ou  ditipatcii.  Never  was  there  a  more  glorious  pospect  before  us  th: 
at  tiiattimc,  nor  ever  were  my  hopes  and  expectatious  raised  higher' 
any  occasion. 

HaviuR  been  honored  with  tho  particular  confidence,  and  I  may  s 
friendship,  of  tho  minister,  and  knowing  that  the  relief  of  my  count 
and  tho  defeat  of  its  enemies  depended  solely  ou  onr  seasonable  ar 
val,  I  suflcred  no  private  considerations  to  detain  me  for  a  single  a 
meiit.  I  was  not  insensible  that  I  had  enemies  in  America ;  I  kn< 
well  that  I  had  them  in  France  in  Mr.  William  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  ai 
I  was  well  acquainted  with  their  connections  in  America;  butconaclo 
of  the  part  I  had  acted  and  of  the  servicer  I  had  rendered  and  w 
then  doing  for  my  country,  which  services  were  not  In  words  but 
facts,  the  most  honorable  testimonials  of  which,  given  by  the  higbt 
and  first  characters  in  Europe  and  America,  I  had  in  my  hnnds,  I  h 
nothing  to  apprehend.  Though,  permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  ha<l  I 
the  time  foreseen  all  that  has  happened,  and  that  even  my  life,  as  w 
as  reputation,  were  to  be  sacrificed  ou  my  return  to  the  interested  vie' 
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determiued  to  throw  such  obstacles  aud  difficalties  in  my  way  as  most 
probably  would  detain  me  here  much  longer  than  I  thought  for.  I 
asked  him  how  it  was  possible,  when  the  business  I  was  onlered  liome 
upon  was  so  very  simple  and  so  easily  finished,  and  when  the  unclosed 
state  in  which  I  had  been  obliged  to  leave  many  public  transactions  in 
Burope  made  my  returning  as  early  as  i)ossible  of  consequence  to  the 
public,  as  well  as  to  myself,  and  especially  when  nothing  had,  nor  I  pre- 
sumed could,  be  alleged  against  me.  Ue  answered  that  it  was  the 
design  of  those  who  wished  to  sacrifice  me  to  the  family  interests  and 
emoluments  of  my  enemies  to  wear  me  out  by  delays,  and,  without  any 
direct  chargeS|  to  ruin  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  countrymen  by  insinua- 
tions, hints,  and  innuendoes ;  that  though  I  might  with  confidence  rely 
on  the  justice  of  Congress,  yet  measures  would  be  taken  to  delay  it  on 
one  pretense  or  other  in  a  way  that  would  prove  prejudicial,  if  not  ruin- 
ous to  me.  Though  I  could  by  no  means  bring  myself  to  think  my 
friend's  suspicions  well  founded  at  the  time,  yet  they  made  me  more 
attentive  to  what  was  passing,  and  my  observations  served  to  con- 
firm them. 

The  many  fruitless  applications  I  made  for  near  five  months  to  obtain 
an  audience  of  Congress,  and  to  have  tlie  business  I  came  out  upon 
closed,  are  well  known  to  Congress,  and  the  inferences  I  drew  from  the 
silent  neglects  which  my  requests  met  with  may  be  easily  conceived. 
In  this  situation  I  determined  to  lay  my  case  before  my  countrymen 
and  fellow- citizens,  to  whom  I  considered  myself  ultimately  accountable,, 
though  immediately  so  to  their  representiitives  in  Congress.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  determination  I  published  my  address  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  December.  On  the  5tli  Congress  resolved  to  hear  me;  on  the 
7th  I  attended,  and  was  ordered  to  report  in  writing  my  agency  of  their 
affairs  in  Europe  as  soon  as  may  be^  etc.  In  obedience  to  their  coni- 
mands,  I  delivered  them  a  brief  aud  faithful  narrative  of  my  transac-^ 
tions  from  the  time  of  my  leaving  America,  and  flattered  myself  that^ 
from  the  time  which  had  elapsed  from  my  recall,  which  was  more  than 
twelve  months  and  more  than  five  from  the  time  of  my  return  and 
attendance,  that  the  fullest  examination  must  have  been  made  into* 
every  part  of  my  conduct,  <ind  that  I  could  not  fail  of  obtaining  an 
early  decision.  Confident  in  the  justice  of  Congress,  I  forbore  to  ad' 
dress  the  public  further  whilst  my  cause  was  before  Congress,  and 
whilst  I  daily  expected  their  determination.  From  these  cousidcra* 
tions  I  silently  submitted  to  the  torrent  of  abuse,  misrepresentation^ 
and  calumny  which  almost  daily  poured  forth  against  me  in  the  pub- 
lie  papers. 

I  considered  myself  as  the  servant  of  Congress  and  entitled  to  their 
protection ;  to  them  I  constantly  appealed,  not  for  favors — I  asked  none — 
but  for  justice.  It  is  now  five  months  since  I  laid  my  narrative  before 
Congress,  and  on  being  informed  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  on  foreign  affairs,  and  that  my  narrative  was  re^ 
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ftirrctl  to  llioiM,  I  a|>i)li<;t]  rcpeiitcxlly  to  sovoral  of  tbe  honorable  mci 
bcrs,  aitil  roqtioxtpii  tlint,  if  in  tlio  oourso  of  tlieir  examination  tbi 
met  witli  aiijtliiiif^  in  tlio  letters  and  dociiinontd  before  tbeiu  respectii 
my  coitiluct  wliicli  n-tiuircd  ox  plana!  ioti,  tbey  would  call  npou  me  ai 
.ici]naiiit  iiiu  tlicrewjMi.  I  wnn  not  noticed  to  attend  tbem  on  the  sn 
j»ct,  and  thniigli  J  »in  inrorinc<l  tlieir  report  bas  been  for  Beveral  irecl 
before  Uoii^reas,  1  am  uim(H]naintcd  with  ita  coiitenta,  as  well  as  vi 
tlio  letterR  »iid  docitineiitd on  wliiuli  it  has  been  mndc. 

Since  I  lind  tlie  honor  of  laying  my  imrrative  befoi-e  Oongreas  I  ha' 
repeatedly  solicited  lor  the  (lecUioii  of  Uongreen,  but  am  to  this  boi 
without  the  honor  of  any  re|»ly  te  the  many  letters  I  have  written ; 
would  bo  tedious,  und  perliajiH  unneccssnry,  to  repeat  the  subslance 
ttiem;  it  would  take  Home  time  to  refer  to  the  dates  only;  tliej  a 
belbro  Congress,  and  U>  them  I  ap))cal  whether  they  speak  the  langitaj 
of  a  man  conscious  of  liaviii^^  del'ratnled  and  injured  the  public,  or  th 
of  ail  iniiotwnt  but  greatly  injured  free  citizen.  1  have  hud  the  liom 
of  acting  in  the  character  of  political  as  well  as  commercial  agent  f 
these  States ;  t  have  reiieate<lly  observed  that  every  thing  relating 
thu  former  is  already  ascerttvinetl  or  ascertainable  at  this  time,  and 
freely  rest  my  merits  in  that  department  ou  facts  and  on  the  testimoi 
of  those  great  personages  who  beat  know  what  my  conduct  was,  ni 
who  have  generously,  and  without  soticitatiou  from  mo^  publicly  fl 
dared  their  approbation  of  it.  With  respect  to  iiiy  commercial,  I  ha' 
appealed,  and  again  appeal,  to  that  mode  of  trial  which  will  prove  to 
mathematical  certainty  whether  I  have  cnil>ezKled  or  misapplied  tl 
public  moneys,  or  whetiier,  for  more  than  three  years'  faithful  service 
1  have  received  any  thing  nioro  than  my  private  expenses.  I  have  f 
nioi'c  than  ten  months  past  been  constantly  soliciting  to  have  tl 
iiccounis  of  the  commissioners  settled,  on  tlio  issue  of  which  I  fi'ce 
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whole  time  aud  abilities  to  tlio  Rcrvico  of  iiiy  country,  more  than  three 
of  which  have  been  in  the  immediate  service  of  C<)iis:i*Oi<« ;  after  liaving, 
under  every  disadvantage  and  embarnissment,  HuccesMfuUy  solicited  for 
and  procured  most  essential  aid  and  supplies  for  tliese  States;  after 
liavin;^  been  principal  actor  in  concluding  an  alliance  every  way  lionor- 
able  and  advantageous  to  these  States,  and  then  returning  to  my  native 
country  with  honorable  testimonials  of  my  character  and  conduct  from 
his  most  Christian  majesty  and  his  ministers,  as  well  as  from  my  friend 
and  colleague  and  the  French  nation  in  general,  and  with  an  armament 
which  promised, on  its  sailing,  complete  and  decisive  victory  over  tlie 
ooemies  of  these  States,  and  which,  notwithstanding  its  misfortunes, 
relieved  them  (this  capital  in  particular)  from  the  deepest  distress  and 
the  most  imminentdaugor;  after  this,  to  be  obliged  to  waste  ten  mouths 
in  fruitless  attendance  and  solicitation  for  justice  to  my  fortune  and 
chai*acter,  and  at  last,  worn  out  with  the  most  mortifying  delays  and 
contemptuous  neglect,  driven  unrewarded  anduntliaiiked  to  collect  the 
little  which  remains  of  the  scjittered  wrecks  of  my  fortune,  and  to  retire 
loaded  with  the  most  outrageous  aiul  unmerited  rei>roaches  into  ob- 
scurity, poverty,  and  exile; — [  ask  every  member  of  that  honorable 
body,  even  those  the  most  unfavorably  disposed  towards  mo,  to  put 
themselves  for  a  few  moments  in  my  case,  which  1  have  by  no  means 
colored  beyond  the  real  life,  and  then  psiss  senten(;e. 

The  loss  of  interest  has  little  weight  with  me,  nor  the  loss  of  time, 
indnitoly  more  precious,  if  by  either  the  honor,  safety,  and  ])rosperity 
of  these  States  are  promoted.  In  the  present  case  1  am  deprived  even 
of  this  consolation,  having  seen,  to  my  inexpressible  grief,  the  essential 
interests  of  these  States  sacrificed  by  the  very  measures  which  have 
occasioned  the  delay  of  justice  to  me.  1  still  glory  in  the  character  of 
a  free  American  citizen,  and  when  I  fear  to  speak  in  the  style  of  one,  I 
shall  deservedly  forfeit  the  most  honorable  of  all  titles.  It  was  justand 
proper  that  my  llrst  ai)plications  should  bo  ma<le  to  tlu^  representatives 
of  my  fellow-citizens;  1  have  made  them  in  the  most  decent  and  urgent 
manner,  and  repeatedly.  They  hfivebeen  treated  with  the  most  morti- 
fying silent  neglect,  even  whilst  everything  dear  in  life  to  me,  and  more 
so  than  life  itself — my  reputation — was  suH'ering.  1  thank  CJod  1  have 
suflicient  fortitude  to  part  with  everything  in  life,  and  life  itself,  in  the 
service  of  my  country  without  repining  ;  but  no  consideration  whatever 
shall  induce  me  silently  to  sufl'er  m^-  reputation  and  character  to  bo 
abused  and  viliQed  whilst  1  have  the  power  either  to  act  or  speak.  For 
ten  months  past  I  have  presented  myself  and  my  case  before  Congress, 
such  as  could  by  no  means  bo  considered  in  a  neutral  point  of  light,  but 
decidedly  meriting  their  a])probation  or  censure.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  either.  Justice,  therefore,  to  my  countrymen  and  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  myself,  and  those  great  aiul  generous  jK»rsonages  who  protected 
and  patronized  me  and  the  cause  I  was  charged  with  abroad,  requires 
me  that  1  justify  myself  before  the  world,  by  laying  before  them  a  faith- 
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ful  and  exact  account  of  all  my  public  transactions  from  the  first,  and 
of  the  treatment  I  have  met  with. 

In  doing  this  (if  laid  under  the  necessity)  I  shall  on  no  occasion 
transgress  against  the  strictest  rules  of  truth  and  decency,  nor  be  want- 
ing in  that  respect  which  I  liave  ever  paid,  and  shall  ever  pay,  to  Con- 
gress as  the  representative  body  of  my  follow-citizens.  At  the  same 
time  I  shall,  with  proper  firmness  and  dignity  becoming  a  free  but 
injured  citizen,  expose  to  public  view  those,  whether  in  Congress  or  out, 
who,  to  promote  partial,  interested,  and  family  views,  have  from  the 
firstsystematically  labored  to  prevent  Congress  from  deciding  on  my  con- 
duct as  the  servant  of  the  public,  though  the  interest  of  these  States 
called  for  their  decision.  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  not  be  laid  under  the 
necessity  of  further  application,  but  that  Congress  will  relieve  me  from 
the  unmerited  distress  I  labor  under  by  closing  this  long  protracted 
affair,  or  at  least  by  immediately  taking  such  measures  as  will  without 
delay  do  justice  to  my  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  respectful  esteem  and  attach- 
ment, etc., 

Silas  Deanb. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congresa* 

[Translation.] 

PiiiLADELPniA,  May  24,  1779. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  respite  which  my  sickness  allows  me 
to  congratulate  you,  as  well  as  Congress,  upon  the  resolution  which  I 
am  assured  they  have  taken  in  relation  to  their  finances.  The  execu- 
tion of  the  system  which  appeared  connected  witli  this  first  operation 
of  a  tax  will  show  to  your  friends  and  your  enemies  the  extent  of  your 
resources,  your  firmness,  and  your  ability  to  make  a  suitable  and 
efBcsicious  use  of  them.  The  eagerness  with  which  the  peoide  seemed 
to  expect  an  arrangement  of  this  kind  gives  beforehand  tiie  proof  of 
their  favorable  dispositions  and  of  their  good  will.  This  state  of 
things,  sir,  can  not  but  strengthen  the  very  friendly  intentions  of  the 
king,  my  master,  by  the  confidence  with  which  your  own  effbrts,  and 
the  displaying  of  the  resources  of  America  will  inspire  him  in  your 
dispositions.  It  will  only  remain  for  you  to  show  vigor  in  your 
military  operations  in  order  to  destroy  the  hope  entertained  by  the 
common  cnemj'^  of  conquering  America;  tlien  everything  will  insi)ire 
us  with  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  the  happy  day  dawn  in  which  America 
will  enjoy  indci)endencc,  together  with  the  advantages  and  delights  of 
peace.    Congress  has  received  all  the  possible  assurances  of  the  king 
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my  master's  desire  to  basteu  that  moment,  and  he  is  conviDced  that 
Congress  will  place  no  obstacle  in  the  way. 

I  have  the  honor  t.o  be,  with  respectful  esteem,  sir,  your  humble  and 
most  obedient  sei*vaut| 

Gerard. 


Hat  24. — Information  bein^  given  to  Congress  of  some  outrages  and 
wanton  barbarities  committed  on  subjects  of  France  by  the  enemy  on 
their  landing  in  Virginia,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed: 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  Congress  that  the  enemy,  at  the 
time  of  and  since  their  landing  in  Virginia,  have  perpetrated  the  most 
unnecessary,  wanton,  and  outrngeous  barbarities  on  divers  of  the 
citizens  of  that  State,  as  well  as  on  several  of  the  subjects  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty  residing  therein,  deliberately  putting  many  of  them 
to  death  in  cold  blood  after  they  had  surrendered,  abusing  women, 
and  desolating  the  country  with  fire: 

Resolvedj  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  cause  dili- 
gent inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  above  representations, 
and  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  evidence  he  may  collect  on  the 
subject. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  will  retaliate  for  cruelties  and  violations  of 
the  laws  of  nations  committed  in  these  States  against  the  subjects  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  in  like  manner  and  measure  as  if  committed 
against  citizens  of  the  said  States,  and  that  the  protection  of  Congress 
shall  be  on  all  occasions  equally  extended  to  both. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translatiou.  ] 

PiiiLADELPniA,  May  25, 1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  the  letter  with 
which  you  honored  me  on  the  24th  of  this  month,  as  well  as  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  the  same  date  which  accompanied  it,  and  which 
relate  to  the  atrocious  actions  committed  by  the  eiiemy's  troops  in  Vir- 
ginia, which  violate  equally'  the  laws  of  war  established  between  civil- 
]ze<l  nations  and  the  first  principles  of  humanity,  and  attack  the  foun- 
dations of  all  human  society. 

The  whole  world  can  not  but  be  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  which  the  conduct  of  the  common  enemy  compels 
Congress  to  have  recourse  in  order,  if  possible,  to  put  an  end  to  such 
horrible  excesses. 

I  must  confine  myself  here,  sir,  to  requesting  you  to  pLice  before 
Congress  this  assurance  of  the  sensibility  with  which  the  king,  my 
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niiifiler,  and  tlio  wliolu  Fronoli  nsitioii  will  reueive  Uio  stronp  proof 
rrieiidHliiji,  union,  and  itloiitlty  uf  TeelhigB  nnd  intorefits  which  t1 
United  States  give  in  dtsclnring  tlint  flioy  will  luako  uo  distiucUuii 
this  respect  between  their  own  siihjccttt  nnd  those  of  tlieir  allj.  Tli 
will  givl^  the  common  enemy  n  new  evidence  of  the  inviolability  of  tl 
alliance  which  nnitcn  tho  two  nations,  and  will  aCTortl  the  Froncli,  wl 
have  ali'c;uly  nWnu  no  many  proofti  of  their  imlividunl  attacbinont 
tlio  ficnt.iiiiciiUt  of  the  alliance,  and  of  their  zoitl  for  the  United  SlnU 
a  now  motive  of  cnconrageniont.  l>y  thua  increasing  inoro  and  nio 
the  connections  and  the  inirtiial  conQdenve,  tho  means  uf  brnvinetl 
eflecta  of  the  unibitioii  and  the  roronfro  of  tho  comuiou  enemy  will  I 
iiicreiiaed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  bo,  witli  rcs]>oct  and  osteeui,  sir,  yonr  mosthni 
bio  and  obedient  servant, 

Uekabd, 


Franklin  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affaire.* 

PASSY,  May  20, 1779. 
Gentlemrn  :  The  Marqnis  do  la  Fayette,  who  arrived  here  the  11 
of  February,  lironght  me  yours  of  October  28tir,  and  tho  new  commi 
sion,  ci'cdentiiils,  iind  instructions  which  the  Congress  have  bonon 
me  with.  1  have  not  since  bad  an  opportunity  of  writing  that  I  con 
trust,  lor  I  Hce,  by  several  iiistancea,  the  orders  given  to  private  ca 
tains  to  throw  (heir  dispatches  into  tlio  sea  when  likely  (o  bo  tnkon  a 
Ronietinien  ne^^lreted,  and  sometimes  so  badly  execnted  that  the  Ictte 
are  recovered  by  the  enouiy,  and  much  inoonvcuience  has  attended  the 
rreplinii.     Yon  nipntioti  Mialyon  slioiilil  apecilily  hiivc  oppiirtnniti 
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Mach  pains  are  cons tsiutly  takeu  by  theoiiomy  to  weaken  tbo  eonfidence 
of  this  ooart  in  their  now  allies^by  representing  onr  people  as  weary  of 
the  war  and  of  the  government  of  Uongress;  wliich  body,  too,  tliey 
represent  as  distracted  by  dissensions,  etc. ;  but  all  this  has  very  little 
effect;  and  when  on  some  occasions  it  has  seemed  to  nmke  a  little  im- 
pression, and  create  some  apprehensions,  I  have  not  found  it  diflicult 
to  remove  them.  And  it  is  my  firm  opinion  that,  notwithstanding  the 
great  losses  suQ'ered  by  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  the  disposition  of  the  court  to  continue  it  (till 
its  pnrpose  of  establishing  our  independence  is  completed)  is  not  the 
least  changed,  nor  their  regard  for  us  diminished. 

The  end  of  that  part  of  the  instructions  which  relates  to  American 
seamen  taken  by  the  French  in  English  shii)s  had  already  been  ob- 
tained, Captain  Jones  having  had  for  some  time  an  order  from  court, 
directed  to  the  keepers  of  tlie  prisoners,  requiring  them  to  deliver  to 
him  such  Americans  as  should  be  found  in  their  hands,  that  they  might 
be  at  liberty  to  serve  under  his  command.  Most  of  them  have  accord- 
ingly been  delivere<l  to  him,  if  not  all.  The  minister  of  the  marine, 
having  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  him  from  his  conduct  and  bravery 
in  taking  the  DrdkCj  was  desirous  of  employing  him  in  the  command  of 
a  particular  enterprise,  and  to  that  end  requested  us  to  spare  him,  which 
we  did,  and  sent  the  Ranger  home  under  the  command  of  his  lieutenant. 
Various  accidents  have  hitherto  i)08tponed  his  equipment,  but  he  now 
has  the  command  of  a  fifty-gun  ship,  with  some  frigates,  all  under  Amer- 
ican commissions  and  colors,  fitted  out  at  the  king's  expense,  and  will 
sail,  it  is  said,  about  the  1st  of  June. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was,  with  some  land  troops,  to  have  gone 
with  him  ;  but  I  now  understand  the  marquis  is  not  to  go,  tiie  plan  being 
a  little  changed.  The  Alliance  being  weakly  manned  at  first,  and  the 
captain  judging  it  necessary  to  be  freed  from  thirty-eiglit  of  liis  men 
who  had  been  concerned  in  a  conspiracy,  and  unwilling  to  take  French 
seamen,  I  thought  it  best  to  send  him  directly  home,  as  his  shi])  might 
be  of  some  protection  to  the  vessels  then  about  sailing  to  America, 
and  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  desirous  of  returning  soon,  miglit  be  accom- 
modated with  a  passage  in  a  swift-sailing  vessel.  I  accordingly  ofTerod 
her  as  a  convoy  to  the  trade  at  Nantes ;  but  the  gentlemen  concerned 
(lid  not  think  fit  to  wait  for  getting  ready,  as  a  Frencli  convoy  od'enMl 
for  at  least  p<artof  the  voyage ;  and  the  minister  rcviuesting  she  migiit 
be  ailded  to  Oa[)tain  Jones'  little  squadron,  and  ollering  to  give  a  pas- 
sage to  Mr.  Adams  in  the  frigate  with  the  new  ambavssador  and  to  com- 
plete the  Alliance's  complement  of  men,  I  thought  it  best  to  continue 
her  a  little  longer  in  Europe,  hoping  she  may,  in  tlie  projected  cruise, 
by  her  extraordinary  swiftness,  be  a  means  of  tJiking  prisoners  enough 
to  redeem  the  rest  of  our  countrymen  now  in  the  lOnglish  jails.  With 
this  view,  as  well  as  to  oblige  the  niinistor,  I  ordered  her  to  join  Captain 
Jones  at  I/Orient  and  obey  his  onlers,  where  she  is  now  accordingly. 
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There  have  been  ^roat  inisuiulerHtaiuUtigs  between  the  oflicers  of  that 
ship  and  their  eaptain,  and  gre<it  discontents  among  the  latter  for  want 
of  clothes  and  money.  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  great  advances  to 
appease  those  discont<ents,  and  I  now  hope  the  authority  and  prudence 
of  Captain  Jones  will  bo  able  to  remove,  or  at  least  to  prevent,  the  ill 
effects  of  those  misunderstandings.  The  conspirators  are  detained  in 
prison,  and  will  remain  there,  subject  to  such  directions  as  Oongress 
may  think  fit  to  give  concerning  them.  The  courts  here  would  not, 
because  they  properly  could  not,  undertake  to  try  them  ;  and  we  had 
not  captains  enough  to  make  a  court  martial  for  the  purpose.  The 
sending  them  to  America,  with  evidence  to  convict  them,  will  be  a  gre^it 
trouble  and  expense ;  and  perhaps  their  offense  can  not  be  so  clearly 
miide  out  as  to  justify  a  punishment  sufficient  to  deter  by  its  exemplary 
severity.  Possibly  the  best  use  that  can  be  made  of  them  is  to  give 
them  in  exchange  for  as  many  Americans  in  the  cartel  now  operating 
here.  The  perfidious  conduct  of  the  English  and  Scotch  sailors  in  our 
service  a  good  deal  discourages  the  idea  of  taking  them  out  of  those 
prisons  in  order  to  employ  them. 

This  cartel  is  at  length  brought  about  by  the  indefatigable  endeavors 
of  an  old  friend  of  mine,  and  a  longdeclaredone  to  America,  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, member  of  Parliament  for  Hull.  The  ship  employed  has  already 
brought  us  one  cargo  from  the  prison  at  Plymouth.  The  number  was- 
intended  for  a  hundred,  but  proved  ninety-seven,  and  she  is  returned 
with  as  many  in  exchange,  to  bring  us  a  second  number  from  the  prison 
at  Portsmouth.  This  is  to  continue  till  all  are  exchanged.  The  Ameri- 
cans are  chiefly  engaged  with  Oaptains  Jones  and  Landais.  This  ex- 
change is  the  more  remarkable,  as  our  people  were  all  committed  as  for 
high  treason. 

Agreeable  to  the  seventh  instruction,  I  have  earnestly  recommended 
the  reduction  of  Ilalifax  and  Quebec.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
joined  me  warmly  in  the  application  for  this  purpose,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  in  due  time  see  some  good  effects  from  it  I  have  also  in  various 
ways  and  through  diOerent  channels  laid  before  the  ministry  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  our  finances  in  America.  There  seems  a  great  willing- 
ness in  all  of  them  to  help  us,  except  in  the  controller.  Monsieur  Necker, 
who  is  said  not  to  be  well  disposed  towards  us,  and  is  supposed  to  em- 
barrass every  measure  proposed  to  relieve  us  by  grants  of  money.  It  is 
certain  that  under  the  resolution,  perhaps  too  hastily  declared,  of  the 
king's  imposing  no  now  ttixeson  his  subjects  for  this  year  the  court  h^is 
great  difTiculties  in  defraying  present  expense,  the  vast  exertions  to  put 
the  navy  in  a  condition  to  equal  that  of  England  having  cost  immense 
sums. 

There  is  also  a  prevailing  opinion  that  the  most  effectual  service  to 
us  is  to  be  expected  from  rendering  their  marine  superior  to  that  of 
England.  The  king  has,  however,  to  encourage  our  loan  in  Holland, 
been  so  good  as  to  engage  under  his  hand,  to  be  security  for  our  pay- 
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ment  of  the  interest  of  3,000,000  of  llvres,  but  that  loan  has  not  yet 
amoan  ted  to  more  than  about  80,(J00  florins.  Dr.  Price,  whose  assistance 
was  requested  by  Congress,  has  declined  that  service,  as  you  will  soe 
by  the  copy  of  his  letter  inclosed.  To  me  it  seems  that  the  measure 
recommended  by  the  wisdom  of  Congress  for  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  paiier  by  taxes  of  large  nominal  sums  must  have  very  salutary 
effects. 

As  to  your  finances  here,  it  is  fit  that  3'ou  should  know  the  state  of 
them.  When  the  commissioners  of  Congress  made  the  proposition  of 
paying  the  interest  at  Paris  of  the  money  borrowed  in  America  they 
understood  the  loan  to  be  of  $5,000,000.  They  obtained  from  (lovern- 
ment  sums  more  than  sufficient  for  the  interest  of  such  a  sum.  That 
sum  has  been  increased,  and  if  they  could  otlicrwise  have  provided 
for  it,  they  have  been  from  time  to  time  drained  by  a  number  of  unfore- 
seen expenses  of  which  the  Congress  hnd  no  knowledge,  and  of  others 
occasioned  by  their  orders  and  drafts;  and  the  cargoes  sent  to  the  com- 
missioners by  the  committee  have  some  of  them  been  treacherously  run 
away  with  by  the  seamen  or  taken  by  the  enemy,  or,  when  arrived,  have 
been  hitherto  applied  toward  the  payment  of  debtis,  the  tobaccos  to  the 
Farmers-General  according  to  contract,  and  the  rice  and  indigo  to  Messrs. 
Hortalez  &  Co.,  from  whom,  by  the  way,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
procure  any  account. 

I  have  lately  employed  an  accountant,  the  son  of  our  banker,  to  form 
complete  books  of  our  accounts,  to  be  sent  to  Congress.  They  are  not 
yet  ready.  When  they  are,  I  shall  send  them  by  the  first  safe  oppor- 
tunity. In  the  mean  time  I  may  just  mention  sonic  particulars  of  our 
disbursements.  Great  quantities  of  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
naval  stores,  sent  from  time  to  time;  payment  of  bills  IVom  Mr.  Bing- 
ham, 100,000  livres;  Congress  bills  in  favor  of  Haywood  &  Co.,  above 
200,000;  advanced  to  Mr.  Ross,  about  £20,000  sterling;  paid  Congress 
drafts  in  favor  of  returned  officers,  93,080  livres;  to  our  prisoners  in 
England,  and  after  their  escape,  to  help  them  home,  and  to  other 
Americans  here  in  distress,  a  great  sum,  I  can  not  at  present  say  how 
much  ;  supplies  to  Mr.  Hodge  for  fitting  out  Captain  Cunningham,  very 
considerable ;  for  the  freight  of  ships  to  carry  over  the  supplies,  great 
sums ;  to  Mr.  William  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard  £5,500  sterling,  and  for  fitting 
the  frigateH  Raleigh  J  Alfred  y  Boston^  Providence,  AUiancCj  Ranger,  etc.,  I 
imagine  not  less  than  00,000  or  70,000  livres  each,  taken  one  with  another; 
and  for  maintenance  of  the  English  prisoners,  I  believe,  when  I  got  in 
all  the  accounts,  I  shall  find  100,000  livres  not  sufijcient,  having  already 
paid  above  05,000  on  that  article.  And  now  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  loans,  coming  very  fast  upon  me,  the  anxiety  1  have  sufi'ered,  and 
the  distress  of  mind  lest  I  should  not  be  able  to  pay  them,  has  for  a  long 
time  been  very  great  indeed. 

To  apply  again  to  this  court  for  money  for  a  particular  purpose,  which 
they  had  already,  over  and  over  again,  provided  for  find  furuiiiUed  m^^ 
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wjis  oxtreiiicly  nwkwiinl;  1  UierefoiorepeiiteJ  tixo  general  aiypVicaliou 
wliicU  we  lind  iiinde  nboii  together,  for  aids  of  iiiot)ey,aii(lreceivedtt 
gciicrnl  atiswci'H  tliat  the  ex]>eii8e  of  goveriiuieut  for  tbe  navy  was  t 
grciit  tbat  at  iireaciit  it  was  exceedingly  difDciilt  to  furuisb  tlio  iiece 
Hary  fJiiiiplioB.  That  France,  by  seiiOiiig  a  fleet  to  America,  obliged  tl 
enemy  to  divide  tlieir  foices,  and  left  thein  bo  weak  on  thccotitiuetiti 
to  nid  110  l),v  leHsciiiiig  our  eximnse,  if  it  cotild  not  l>y  giving  us  uioiie 
etc.,  mid  I  wnaatikcdif  wo  did  not  receive  niouey  fromSi>ainT  Ikuoi 
indeed,  of  soiiio  itiuiiey  received  from  thence,  and  I  have  heard  of  iiioi 
but  know  not  how  much  ;  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  as  minister  for  Spain,  ha 
iiig  tiikeii  to  liiiiiscif  all  the  inanageuientor tliataffatr,and  willnccoui 
to  Coijf;rc8fi.  I  only  undcrstntid  tliat  there  is  none  of  it  loft  to  assi 
in  [laying  Congress  bills.  1  at  lenglU  obtained,  as  above  mentioiie 
the  king's  bon  fur  payment  of  the  interest  of  three  inillions,  if  I  cou 
borrow  it  in  Holland  or  elsewhere ;  but  thougli  two  eminent  houses 
Amsterdam  have  undertaken  it,  and  had  lioi)e8  of  succetw,  they  ha' 
both  lately  written  to  me  that  the  great  demands  of  money  for  Gc 
many  and  for  England  had  raised  interest  above  our  limits,  and  th. 
the  successes  of  tlio  English  iu  Uuurgia  aud  St;  Lucia  and  iu  destro 
iug  the  French  trade,  with  the  supposed  division  iu  Congress,  all  mat 
niiignitled  by  the  British  minister,  and  the  pressing  applioiitiou  to  be 
row  by  several  of  our  States  separately,  had  made  the  moneyed  poop 
doubtful  of  our  stability,  as  well  as  our  ability  to  repay  what  might  I 
lent  ns,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  wait  a  more  favorable  moment  f 
proceeding  with  our  loan. 

In  this  situation  I  havo  been  applied  to  by  Mr.  William  Lee,  ai 
lately,  through  our  banker,  by  Mr.  Izard,  for  more  money  for  their  e 
ponses,  and  I  am  told  there  is  much  anger  against  me  for  decliuiug 
furnish  them,  aud  that  I  am  charged  with  disobeying  an  order  of  Co 
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in  Auierica  aad  Euroi)e,  that}  must  attend  protesting  a  single  Congress 
draft  for  interest,  after  our  funds  were  out,  would  have  weighed  with  me 
against  the  payment  of  more  money  to  those  gen  tlcnien,  if  the  demand 
liad  otUerwii^e  been  well  founded.  I  am,  however,  in  the  judgment  of 
Congress ;  and  if  I  have  done  amiss,  must  submit  dutifully  to  their  cen- 
sure. Thanks  to  God,  I  have  this  last  week  got  over  the  difliculty  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  bills,  which  will  all  be  punctually  paid;  but  if  the 
navy  boaixl  sends  more  ships  here  to  be  fitted,  or  the  Congress  continue 
to  draw  for  the  payment  of  other  debts,  the  ships  will  be  disappointed, 
and  I  shall  probably  be  made  a  bankrupt,  unless  funds  are  at  the  same 
time  sent  over  to  discharge  such  demands. 

With  regard  to  the  fitting  out  of  ships,  receiving  and  disposing  of 
cargoes,  and  purchasing  of  supplier,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  that,  be- 
sides my  lieing  wholly  uuiicquainted  with  such  business,  the  distance  I 
am  from  the  ports  renders  my  having  anything  to  do  with  it  extremely 
inconvenient.  Commercial  agents  have,  indeed,  been  appointed  by 
Mr.  William  Lee;  but  they  and  thecupUiins  are  continually  writing  for 
my  opinion  or  orders  or  leave  to  do  this  or  that,  by  which  much  time  is 
lost  to  them,  and  much  of  mine  taken  up  to  little  purpose  from  niy 
ignorance.  I  see  clearly,  however,  that  many  of  the  captains  are  ex- 
orbitant in  their  demands;  and,  in  some  cases,  I  think  those  demands 
are  too  easily  complied  with  by  the  agents — perhaps  because  the  com- 
missions are  in  proportion  to  the  expense.  I  wish,  therefore,  the  Con- 
gress would  appoint  the  consuls  they  liave  a  right  to  appoint  by  the 
treaty,  and  put  into  their  hands  all  thiit  sort  of  einplo^'uient.  I  have 
in  my  desk,  I  suppose,  not  less  than  iifty  applications  from  diflerent 
ports  praying  the  appointment,  and  oiTering  to  serve  gratis  for  the 
honor  of  it  and  the  advantiiges  it  gives  in  trade ;  but  I  should  inmgine 
that,  if  consuls  are  appointed,  they  will  be  of  our  own  people  Ironi 
America,  who,  if  they  should  make  fortunes  abroad,  might  return  with 
them  to  their  country. 

The  commissions  demanded  by  the  agents  seem  to  me  in  some  cases 
very  high.  For  instance,  Mr.  Schweighauser,in  a  late  account,  charges 
5  per  cent,  on  the  simple  delivery  of  the  tobaccos  to  the  oilicer  of  the 
Farmers-General  in  the  port,  and  by  that  means  makes  the  commission 
on  the  delivery  of  the  two  last  cargoes  amount  to  about  £G30  ster- 
ling. As  there  was  no  sale  in  the  case,  he  has,  in  order  to  calculate 
the  commission,  valued  the  tobacco  at  90  livres  the  hundredweight; 
whereas  it  was  by  our  contnvct  with  the  Farmers  to  be  delivered  at 
about  40  livres.  I  got  a  friend,  who  was  going  u[)on  'change,  to  inquire 
among  the  merchants  what  was  the  custom  in  such  cases  of  delivery. 
I  send  enclosed  the  result  he  has  given  me  of  his  inciuiries.  In  conse- 
quence, I  have  refused  to  pay  the  commission  of  5  i)cr  cent,  on  this 
article;  and  I  know  not  why  it  was,  as  is  said,  agreed  with  him  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  that  he  should  have  5  per  cent,  on  his  trans- 
actions if  the  custom  is  only  2  per  cent.,  as  by  my  information. 


UI2  inri.oMA'i'rr  cokhk.spondi:nck. 

1  hiivu  iiiciitiiiiii'il  jibovo  tlio  n|i|ilir!ilion8  of  ecpArato  SUitcs  to  born 
money  in  Eiiroixr,  ou  wbicli  I  beg  leave  to  remark  tbat,  wbeii  tbe  gc 
criil  Congress  nrc  vndenroring  to  obtnin  n  loan,  tbeso  separate  attem): 
inteiTero  niid  nro  cxtrotiiely  iiicoiiveiiieiitj  C8|>ecially  wberesomeof  t 
ngciits  are  cmpowcrcil  to  olTernbiglier  intureBt,  and  some  bave  powe 
ill  ttint  rospect  unlimited.  Wo  biive  lilcewiso  lately  had  applicatio 
from  tliroo  several  States  to  tliis  vuitrt  to  bo  funiisbed  with  greatgiia 
titics  of  arms,  aiiirimnttion,  aiid  dotliing,  or  with  mouey  upon  credit 
buy  tlioni,  and  from  one  State  to  be  supplied  witb  uavnl  stores  ai 
ships  of  war.  Ttieso  ngonte,  fliidiug  that  they  bad  not  ioterest  to  o 
taiti  such  grants,  liavo  soverally  applictl  to  me,  and  seem  to  tbinic  it  n 
duty,  as  minister  for  the  United  States,  to  support  aud  ouforcc  tbi 
liarticnlar  dem.iuds.  I  bave  endeavored  to  do  so;  but  I  find  tbo  mi 
istcrs  do  not  lilte  tlicso  separate  applications,  aud  seem  to  tbiiifc  tb 
they  should  properly  come  only  thi'ouglt  Congress,  to  whom  the  sever 
States  in  sncb  caso-s  oiiglit  first  to  mal^e  known  tlietr  wants,  aud  tbi 
tiio  Congress  could  instruct  tbeir  minister  accordingly.  Tbis  won 
save  tiio  king'H  ministers  a  good  deal  of  trouble  aud  the  several  Stat 
the  expense  of  tiicse  particular  agents;  conceruiiig  whom  I  would  at 
a  little  remark,  tbat  we  have  in  America  too  readily,  in  various  i 
Ntiinces,  given  faith  to  the  preteiiHions  of  strangers  from  liiurope,  at 
wlio  oQ'er  their  services  as  persons  who  have  ^wwerfnl  friends  ai 
great  iuterent  in  their  onu  country,  and  by  that  means  obtain  con traci 
orders,  or  comuiiRsious  tu  procure  what  wo  want,  and  who,  when  th« 
coiue  here,  are  totally  unknown,  aud  have  no  other  credit  but  wb 
such  commissions  give  tlieui;  or,  if  known,  the  commissions  do  not  at 
so  much  to  their  credit  as  they  diminish  that  of  their  employers. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  a  Frenchman,  settled  in  one  of  tl 
])ort8  of  Barbary,  on'ering  himself  to  act  as  our  minister  witb  the  er 
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brance.  Whenever  a  treaty  with  the  emperor  is  iDtended  I  suppose 
some  of  onr  naval  stores  will  be  an  acceptable  present,  and  the  expec- 
tation of  contiuned  supplies  of  sach  stores  a  powerful  motive  for  enter- 
ing into  and  continuing  a  friendship. 

I  should  send  yon  copies  of  several  other  memorials  and  public 
pai)ers;  but  as  Mr.  Adams  goes  in  the  same  ship,  and  has  the  whole 
of  onr  transactions  during  his  time,  it  is  not  so  necessary  by  this  vessel. 
The  disposition  of  this  nation  in  general  continues  friendly  toward  us 
and  our  cause ;  and  I  do  not  see  the  least  diminution  of  it,  except  among 
the  West  India  merchants  and  planters,  whose  losses  have  rendered 
them  a  little  discontented.  Spain  has  been  long  acting  as  a  mediator, 
but  arming  all  the  time  most  vigorously.  Her  naval  force  is  now  very 
great  indeed,  and  as  her  last  proposition  of  a  long  truce — in  which 
America  should  be  included  and  treated  as  independent  in  fact,  though 
not  expressly  acknowledged  as  such — has  been  lately  rejected  by  Eng- 
land, it  is  now  thought  that  her  open  junction  with  France  in  the  war 
is  not  far  distant. 

The  commissioners  here  have  a  power  in  general  terms  to  treat  of 
peace,  friendship,  and  commerce  with  European  states;  but  I  appre- 
hend this  is  scarce  explicit  enough  to  authorize  me  to  treat  of  such  a 
truce,  if  the  proposition  should  again  come  upon  the  tapis.  I  therefore 
wish  the  Congress  to  consider  of  it,  and  give  such  powers  as  mc^y  be 
necessary  to  whom  they  may  think  proper,  that,  if  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity of  making  an  advantageous  treaty  should  offer,  it  may  not  be 
missed. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot,  who  was  going  to  America  with  a  large  convoy 
and  some  troops,  has  been  detained  by  a  little  attempt  upon  Jersey; 
and  contrary  winds,  since  that  atTair  was  over,  have  detained  him  fur- 
ther till  within  these  few  days. 

Since  I  began  writing  this  letter  I  have  received  a  p.icket  from  the 
committee  by  way  of  Enstatia  and  Holland,  sent  by  Mr.  Lovell,  con- 
taining his  letters  of  December  the  8tli,  January  the  29th,  and  Feb- 
ruary the  8th,  with  one  from  the  President,  dated  January  the  3d. 
Several  papers  are  mentioned  Jis  sent  with  them  and  by  other  oi>por- 
tunities  but  none  are  come  to  hand  except  the  resolution  to  postpone 
the  attempt  on  Canada;  and  these  iire  the  first  dispatches  received 
here  since  the  date  of  those  sent  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  I  have 
just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bingham,  acquainting  me  that  the  ship 
Deane  and  the  Oeneral  Oates  are  just  arrived  at  Martinique,  and  apply 
to  him  to  be  careened,  refitted,  and  procure  a  fresh  supply  of  provis- 
ions; and  that,  though  he  has  no  orders,  hemustdraw  upon  me  for  the 
expense.  I  think  it  right  to  acquaint  you  thus  early  that  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  protest  his  bills. 

I  have  just  obtained  from  his  majesty  orders  to  the  government  of 
Guadaloupe  to  make  reasonsirble  reparation  to  Captain  Giddens,  of  New- 
bury, for  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  sunk  in  mistake  by  ii  battery  of  {h^t 
yfJl—yvh  111 la 
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island.  Great  preparations  are  making  liero,  with  much  activity  in  all 
tlio  seaports,  taking  up  transports  and  building  small  vckscIs  proper 
for  the  landing  of  troops,  etc.,  so  tiiat  many  think  an  inviision  of  Eng- 
land or  Ireland  is  intended.  The  intention,  whatever  it  is,  may  change; 
but  the  opinion  of  such  an  intention,  which  seems  to  prevail  iu  Enghind, 
nniy  tend  to  keep  their  troops  and  ships  at  home. 

Genenil  and  Ix)rd  Uowe,  Generals  Cornwaliis  and  Grey,  Colonel 
Montresor  and  Captain  Hammond,  and  others,  have  formally  given  it 
us  their  opinion  in  Parliament  that  the  conquest  of  America  is  imprac- 
ticable. This  week,  as  we  hear,  John  Maxwell,  Joseph  Galloway,  An- 
drew Allen,  John  Patterson,  Tlieo[>hilu8  Morris,  Enoch  Story,  and 
Jabez  Fisher  are  to  be  examined  to  prove  the  contrary.  Que  would 
think  theiirst  set  were  likely  to  be  the  best  judges. 

Be  pleased  to  preseut  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  Congress,  aud  as- 
sure theui  of  my  most  faithful  services. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


CongroBS— ProceediugB   as  to  CoiiditiouB  of  Pacificatiou,  aud  particularly  as 

to  the  MissisBippi  aud  the  Fisheries.* 

Thursday,  May  27, 1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  under  debate  on 
the  12th  and  13th  instant;  and  after  debating  the  substitute  as  amended 
on  the  13th,  it  wn^s  agreed  by  unanimous  consent  that  all  substitutes 
and  amendments  to  the  third  article  agreed  to  the  22d  of  March  last 
be  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolvedj  That  the  said  third  article  be  repealed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  15urke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Reaolvedj  That  in  no  cose  by  any  treaty  of  peace  the  common  right 
of  Ashing  be  given  up.f 


Gerard  to  the  Presideut  of  Congre*sB.t 
[TraiiBluiion.] 

riiiLADELPHiA,  May  27,  1770. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  in  consequence  of  the 

sentiment  and  the  views  which  have  prompted  his  previous  reiuesenta- 

tions,  has  the  honor  to  observe  to  the  representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  that  imlependentl^'  of  the 


•  MSS,  KocTct  journ.ilH  of  Congress,  cuiiipnringaiul  complotiiig  printed  journals. 
tFor  Hubseijueut  proceedings,  see  in/rat  Juno  ;<,  1771). 

t  MRS.  Dep,  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  003,  var.viug  iii  souio  poiuts official 
traualatioii. 
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principal  and  direct  interest  of  tlio  con  federated  Repnblic  in  the  over- 
tnres  of  pacification  wbich  the  nndcrsigned  h:is  been  ordered  to  nniko 
to  Congress,  the  general  good  of  the  alliance  nrges  with  all  iiossible 
earnestness  the  hastening  of  the  resolution  of  the  said  States,  it  is,  in 
fact,  only  by  enabling  the  court  of  Spain  to  bring  its  mediation  to  its 
critical  and  decisive  point  that  it  can  be  ho])ed  that  this  i)o\ver,  con- 
vinced of  the  injustice  of  the  views  and  of  the  ambition  of  England, 
will  join  the  alliance,  acknowledge  the  indei>endenco  of  the  United 
States,  and  take  an  active  part  in  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  by  delay- 
ing, without  communicating  to  the  parties  interested  the  motives  which 
induce  them  to  it,  the  States  will  be  in  danger  of  fatiguing  this  power, 
which  keeps  on  foot  the  forces  of  the  whole  monarchy,  principally  with 
a  view  to  give  respecUd)ility  to  a  mediation  >vhich  appears  to  be  neg- 
lected; they  incur  the  risk  of  cooling  the  good  will  of  his  catholic 
majesty,  and  perhaps  of  alienating  him  as  much  by  delays  as  if  resolu- 
tions contrary  to  the  system  which  he  has  appeared  disposed  to  favor 
by  his  mediation  should  give  him  lawful  reasons  for  changing  his  con- 
duct* 

The  alliance  will  thus  be  deprived  of  a  decisive  support,  which  the 
goodness  of  its  ctiuse,  the  wisdom  of  its  conduct,  and  the  close  union 
subsisting  l>etween  France  and  Spain  seemed  to  promise  it.  Moreover, 
the  suspension  of  the  said  resolutions  o]>erates  ecpially  in  another  point 
of  view  in  manner  the  most  disadvantageous  for  the  alliance  in  general 
and  for  France  in  particidar.  On  the  one  side,  in  fact,  the  expectation 
of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  necessarily  infuses  into  plans  and  meas- 
ures an  nncertiunty  injurious  to  the  common  good,  and  if  the  Count 
d'Estaing  does  not  carry  into  execution  the  plan  of  coming  upon  the 
Americsm  co.'vst,  it  can  only  bo  Jittributed  to  this  cause.  On  the  other 
hand,  thesciison  is  already  so  far  advanced  that  this  ssime  uncertainty, 
by  destroying  the  hoi)e  of  seeing  Spain  declare  herself  during  the  course 
of  the  present  campaign,  leaves  France  fdone  exposed  to  the  efl'orts  of 
the  principal  body  of  the  enemy's  forces. 

The  wisdom  of  Congress  and  tiie  faithful  attachment  which  they  show 
on  every  occasion  in  a  manner  as  conspicuous  as  it  is  satisfactory  to  the 
alliance,  and  the  respect  which  they  have  always  expressed  for  Spain 
do  not  permit  a  doubt  <is  to  the  attention  which  they  will  be  i)leased 
to  give  to  considerations  of  such  importance.  The  present  memorial  is 
the  last  tribute  that  the  zeal  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
will  allow  him  to  consecrate  to  the  duty  of  facilitating  and  accelerating 
as  much  as  lies  in  his  power  the  deliberations  of  Congress  by  suggest- 
jug  considerations  which  might  have  such  an  inlliicnce. 

Gerard. 
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A.  Lee  to  the  FrcBldcuL  of  CongreBs.* 

Pabis,  Matt  31, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  beg  tJie  favor  of  your  exocUeucy  to  lay  my  respects  bofo 
Congress,  witli  >i  ropvtitioD  of  my  most  earuoHt  i-cquest  to  bo  rccolle 
I  sboiiUl  most  willingly  coutiniie  to  sncriflce,  as  I  have  bitlierto  don 
luy  private  iotcrestH  to  tbo  public  gooi) ;  but  I  am  satisDed  tlint  tl 
(liRseiiBioiiH  niised  coiiconiing  me  will  bo  couttuued  by  a  coutiiiiiaoce 
my  commission,  aiitl  will  bo  of  more  injury  to  the  publio  than  I  cau  I 
of  service;  and  ns  tlio  public  good  was  tlie  sole  motive  of  my  acceptir 
Dig  commission,  tlio  same  reason  now  induces  me  to  desire  most  ear 
cstly  to  resign  it. 

I  Lave  tbe  honor  to  be,  etc., 

ABiaUB   LSB. 


Franklin  to  .t 

June  1,  1779. 
Tho  refusal  of  tlio  director-general  to  atxoAo  to  the  proposition 
Mr.  Franklin  and  bis  jiressiiig  needs  determine  him,  that  he  may  h»^ 
nothing  wherewithal  to  re|iroach  himself  if  the  events  follow  vhich  I 
a[>prehends,  to  renew  his  apiwal  to  tlio  admtuistration.  To  »vo 
tbein,  therefore,  ho  nsksoi>o  million  as  a  loan.  Althongh  this  sum  wi 
not  sulDcofor  hia  necessities,  he  hopes  that  before  it  will  be  nil  used  I 
wilt  receive  other  supplies,  oiUier  from  America  or  by  borrowing,  f 
which  he  has  authority,  ami  for  which  ho  has  caused  to  be  printed  tl 
jtromissory  notes  of  the  thirteen  States,  reimbursablo  in  tcu  years  i 
lie  iiIUts  Llii;ae  nnlcs  iit  i)ar,  ami  if  tl 
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Franklin  to  Bache.* 

Passy,  June  2, 1779. 

I  am  very  easy  abont  tlie  efforts  Messrs.  L f  and {  are  using, 

as  you  tell  me,  to  injure  me  on  that  side  of  the  water.  I  trust  in  the  jus- 
tice of  tbo  Congress  that  they  will  listen  to  no  accusations  against  me 
that  I  have  not  been  first  acquainted  with  and  had  an  opportunity  of 
answering.  1  know  those  gentlemen  have  plenty  of  ill-will  to  me, 
though  I  have  never  done  to  either  of  them  the  smallest  injury  or  given 
the  least  just  cause  of  offense.  But  my  too  great  reputation  and  the 
general  good  will  this  i>eople  have  lor  me  and  the  respect  they  show 
me,  and  even  the  compliments  they  make  me,  all  grieve  those  unhappy 
gentlemen ;  unhappy  indeed  in  their  tempers,  and  in  the  dark,  uncom- 
fortable passions  of  jealousy,  anger,  suspicion,  envy,  and  malice.  It  is 
enough  for  good  minds  to  be  affected  at  other  people's  misfortunes,  but 
they  that  are  vexed  at  everybody's  good  luck  can  never  be  happy.  I 
take  no  other  revenge  of  such  enemies  than  to  let  them  remain  in  the  mis- 
erable situation  iu  which  their  malignant  natures  have  placed  them,  by 
ende^ivoring  to  support  an  estimable  character,  and  thus,  by  continuing 
the  reputation  the  world  has  hitherto  indulged  me  with,  I  shall  continue 
them  in  their  present  state  of  damnation,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  re- 
verse my  conduct  for  the  alleviation  of  their  torments. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  my  grandson,  Temple  Franklin,  being 
with  me  should  be  an  objection  against  me,  and  that  there  is  a  cabal 
for  removing  him.  Methinks  it  is  rather  some  merit  that  I  have  rescued 
a  valuable  young  man  from  the  danger  of  being  a  lory,  and  fixed  him 
in  honest,  republican,  whig  principles;  as  I  think,  from  the  integrity 
of  his  disposition,  his  industry,  his  early  sagacity,  and  uncommon  abil- 
ities for  business,  ho  may  in  time  become  of  great  service  to  his  country. 
It  is  enough  that  I  have  lost  my  son;  would  they  add  my  grandson  f 
An  old  man  of  seventy,  I  undertook  a  winter  voyage  at  the  command 
of  Congress,  and  for  the  public  service,  with  no  other  attendant  to  take 
care  of  me.  I  am  continued  herein  a  foreign  country,  where,  if  I  am  sick, 
his  filial  attention  comforts  me,  and  if  I  die,  I  have  a  child  to  close  my 
eyes  and  take  care  of  my  remains.  His  dutiful  behavior  towards  me 
and  his  diligence  and  fidelity  in  business  are  both  pleasing  and  useful 
to  me.  His  conduct  as  my  private  secretary  has  been  unexceptionable, 
and  I  nm  confident  the  Congress  will  never  think  of  separating  us. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  Ben.,§  too.  He  is  a  good,  honest 
lad,  and  will  make,  I  think,  a  valuable  man.  He  had  made  as  much 
proficiency  in  his  learning  as  the  boarding-school  he  was  at  could  well 
afford  him  ;  and  after  some  consideration  where  to  find  a  better  for  him, 
I  at  length  fixed  on  sending  him  to  Geneva.     1  had  a  good  opportunity 
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ijive  Roiiietiines  (he  ^out.,  but  tliey  say  tliat  is  not  so  i 
IS  11  remedy.     (lod  bless  yon. 

1  am,  youi'  iillectioiiaU^  father, 

13. 


Franklin  to  CarrolL* 

PASSY,  J 

Dear  Sib:  This  will  bo  delivered  to  you  by  tlicChe^ 
zorne,  who  succeeds  M.  Gerard.  He  is  a  geutleuian  o; 
character  here,  aud  a  siucere  well  wisher  to  America, 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  civilities.  You  must  ha 
of  M.  de  Malesherbes,  son  of  the  chancellor  Lamoignon 
dent  of  the  cour  dea  aides,  famous  for  his  eloquent,  fi 
remonstrances  to  the  late  king.    This  gentleman  is  his 

Oorrespondence  between  friends  in  America  and  Eur 
erably  cut  to  piece^s  by  the  captures  of  vessels.  When 
the  letters  do  not  get  to  hand,  or  if  they  get  to  hand  t 
carry,  by  degrees  wo  nuiry  come  to  forget  one  anothe 
never  forget  the  pleasure  I  had  in  your  company  on  oui 
ada.  Please  to  remember  me  when  you  write  to  your  o 
de  voyage^  aud  believe  mo  ever,  with  sincere  esteem  an 
sir,  your  most  obedient  .and  humble  servant. 

Postscript  to  Mr.  Carroll's  Ici.tor: 

»"*^*^""  ^'rxtt  ruvnrod  mo  with,  dated  . 


JUKE  a,  im.  li>i) 

rranklin  to  Horatio  Gates/ 

Passy,  June  2, 1779. 

1)EA.U  SiB :  1  recjoivod  your  obliging  letter  by  the  Oiievalier  tie  Ray* 
momlis,  who  appears  extremely  seusible  of  the  eivilities  he  received  at 
Bo8toii  aud  very  desirous  of  being  serviceable  to  the  Auiericau  cause. 
His  wouud  is  not  yet  right,  as  he  tells  me  there  is  a  part  of  the  bone 
still  to  be  cut  ofl*.  But  ho  is  otherwise  well  and  cheerful,  aud  has  a 
great  resi)ect  for  you. 

The  pride  of  England  was  never  so  humbled  by  anything  ivs  by  your 
capitulation  of  Saratoga.  They  have  not  yet  got  over  it,  though  a  little 
elevated  this  spring  by  their  success  against  the  French  commerce. 
But  the  growing  ivpprehensiou  of  having  Spain  too  upon  their  hands 
has  lately  brought  them  down  to  an  humble  seriousness  that  begins  to 
api^ear  even  in  niluisteriul  discourses  and  the  papers  of  ministerial  writ- 
ers. All  the  happy  eiiects  of  that  transaction  for  America  are  not  gen- 
erally known.  I  may  some  time  or  other  acciuaint  the  world  with  some 
of  them.  Wheu  shall  we  meet  again  in  cheerful  converse,  talk  over  our 
adventures,  and  finish  with  a  quiet  game  of  chess  f 

The  little  dissensions  between  particular  States  in  America  are  much 

magniiied  in  England,  and  they  once  had  great  hopes  from  them.    I 

cousider  them,  with  you,  iis  the  effects  of  apparent  security,  which  do 

not  atlect  the  grand  points  of  independence  and  adherence  to  treaties, 

and  which  will  vanish  at  a  renewed  appearance  of  danger.    This  couit 

continues  heartily  our  friend,  and  the  whole  nation  are  warm  in  our 

favor  excepting  only  a  few  West  Indians  and  merchants  in  that  trade, 

whose  losses  make  them  a  little  uneasy. 

With  sincere  and  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Frauklin  to  Lovell.t 

l/ASSY,  June  2,  1779. 

Sir:  1  received  a  few  days  since,  via  Eustatia  and  Holland,  the 
triplicat^^^  of  your  several  favors  of  December  the  8th,  January  the  29tli, 
aud  February  the  8th.  The  preceding  copies  of  the  same  dates  never 
came  to  hand.  1  tluauk  you  very  much  for  the  newspapers,  though  the 
disputes  I  see  in  them  give  me  pain.  You  observe  rightly  that  the 
want  of  good  conveyances  obstructs  much  the  punctuality  of  your  cor- 
respoudence.  The  number  of  long  letters  I  have  written  to  America 
has  almost  discouraged  nie  from  writing,  except  by  such  an  opportunity 
Jis  this.  You  may  judge  of  the  uncertainty  of  letters  getting  to  hand 
wheu  1  tell  you  that,  though  you  njention  the  having  sent  me  quadru- 
plicates of  my  credentials,  only  those  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
have  yet  ajipeared. 
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obba  and  flows  aro  comnion  witli  tboin,  and  the  dii 
to  bo  robed  on. 

Ar  I  do  not  iind    by  any  of  yonra  that  a  longf  U 
in  July  last    has    come  to  hand,  I   send   you  hei 
(though  now  a  littio  stale),  as  it  serves  to  show 
opuiion  of  a  gentleman  who,  by  the  papers  you  hav 
be  hardly  used.    I  liave  never  meddled  with  the  di 
and  Mr.  Lee,  but  the  suspicion  of  having  a  good-wi 
upon  me  a  great  deal  of  ill-will  from  his  antagou 
have  wisely  enjoined  the  ministers  in  Europe  to  agrc 
1  had  always  resolved  to  have  no  quarrel,  and  ha^ 
a  constant  rule  to  answer  no  angry,  affronting,  or 
which  I  have  received  many,  and  long  ones,  fror 
Izard,  who,  I  understand  and  see  indeed  by  the 
writing  liberall^^,  or  rather  illiberally,  against  me,  tc 
them  says  here,  any  impressions  my  writings  agains 
sion  to  their  prejudice,  but  1  have  never  before  men 
of  my  letters. 

Our  scheme  here  for  packet  boats  did  not  continue, 
could  fall  on  some  method  of  sending  some  little  li 
month  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  more  regular, 
of  letters  of  a  certain  date,  though  otherwise  of  no 
serve  to  refute  the  false  news  of  our  adversaries  oc 
water,  which  have  sometimes  too  long  their  iutende 
truth  arrives.  I  see  that  frequently  little  pilot  boat 
thirty  tons  burden,  arrive  safe  from  Virginia.   Th 
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Franklin  to  the  Marine  Committee  of  Congreaa.* 

m 

June  2, 1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  the  honor  of  yours  by  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  who  arrived  safe  and  well  in  the  Alliance  frigate,  which  you 
were  pleased  to  put  under  luy  orders. 

There  has  been  a  conspiracy  on  board  to  seize  and  run  away  with  the 
ship  to  England.  Thirty-eight  of  the  crew  concerned  in  the  plot  were 
brought  in  under  confinement,  and  the  captain  was  much  embarrassed 
with  them  and  suspicious  of  niauy  more.  We  could  not  try  them  here 
for  want  of  officers  sufficient  to  make  a  court-martial.  The  French  ad- 
miralty could  not  take  cognizance  of  their  offense.  The  captain  objected 
to  carrying  them  back,  a«  both  troublesome  and  dangerous.  In  fine, 
we  got  leave  to  land  and  confine  them  in  a  French  prison,  where  they 
continue  till  further  orders. 

Captain  Landais  desired  much  to  have  liis  shii)  sheathed  here  with 
copper,  but  having  neither  orders  nor  money  in  my  bauds  for  thatpur- 
]>08e,  I  was  obliged  to  refuse  it.  There  was  a  great  misunderstanding 
between  him  and  his  officers,  and  a  great  discontent  among  the  officers 
themselves,  who  were  in  want  of  clothing  and  money;  the  ship,  too, 
though  new,  wanted  great  repairs,  all  her  iron  work  being  bad.  The 
agent,  Mr.  Schweighauscr,  required  my  orders  about  everything,  and  I 
had  letters  from  him,  from  the  officers,  or  from  the  captain  by  almost 
every  post.  My  total  unacquaintance  with  such  business  made  it  very 
perplexing  to  me.  1  have  got  it  through  at  last,  and  I  hear  the  officers 
ai*e  more  contented,  but  i  hope  to  have  no  more  such  affairs  on  my  hands. 
Being  informed  by  the  officer  who  came  up  from  the  captain  with  the 
dispatches  that  he  had  not  hands  sufficient  to  man  i)rizes  if  she  should 
be  sent  on  a  cruise;  that  the  captain  did  not  care  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency with  Frenchmen ;  that  if  she  were  again  at  Boston,  now  that  her 
character  for  a  swift  Siiiler,  and  that  of  the  capt^iin  for  a  good  officer, 
were  established,  of  which  the  seamen  were  before  doubtful,  there  was 
the  greatest  probability  that  she  would  be  fully  manned  immediately  ; 
and  as  Mr.  Adams  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  going  home,  and  I  heard 
that  some  ships  weKe  bound  to  North  America  from  Nantes,  to  whom 
the  convoy  of  a  frigate  quite  to  the  American  coast  might  be  conve- 
nient, I  determined  to  send  her  back  directly  and  accordingly  ofi*ered 
her  as  a  convoy  to  the  trade.  But  as  M.  de  la  Motte  Picquet  was  about 
to  sail  from  Brest  with  a  squadron  before  our  frigate  could  be  fitted, 
and  as  heofl*ered  to  take  care  of  all  outward-bound  ships  who  should  join 
liim  at  Brest,  the  offer  1  made  was  not  accepted.  All  the  American 
ships  went  from  Nantes  to  join  his  fleet.  She  was,  however,  still  to  go 
with  Mr.  Adams,  but  receiving  the  inclosed  letter  from  M.  de  Sartine, 
minister  of  the  marine,  who  at  the  same  time  offered  to  man  her  com- 
pletely if  I  complied  with  his  request,  I  thought  it  right  to  oblige  him, 
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lliose  ships  were  by  this  lime  sailed,  and  Ihe 
new  minister  and  Mr.  Adams  was  to  sail  in  a 
carry  tlio  dispalcluvs,  the  contents  of  which  1  v 
I  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  retracting  tlio  pr< 
niiiiister  and  thereby  deranging  the  exi)editioi 
As  our  ships  of  war  that  arrive  here  ixM]uir 
outfit  them  and  the  prizes  they  bring  in  oHeii 
the  embamissmcut  and  solicitation  and  vexati 
country,  I  must  beg  the  comniittee  wonid  be 
several  niirvy  boards  to  send  no  more  to  be  out 
ing  eOects  to  defray  the  expense,  and  that  if  oi 
still  ordered  to  cniise  in  these  seas,  a  consul  or  ( 
in  the  several  seaports,  who  will  thereby  be  ii 
maritime  business  expeditiously,  will  understsi 
minister  »t  this  court  from  a  great  deal  of  ti 
liberty  to  attend  affairs  of  more  general  imj>ort 
With  great  esteem,  etc., 


CongresB— ProceediiigB  as  to  Conditiona  of  Pacifi 

to  the  Missisaippi  and  the  Fit 

[For  prior  prococdiii^s,  Kec  supra,  Mxi 


Onncress  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlu 
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tnerica  as  falty  and  freely  as  tliey  did  or  might  have  done  during  their 
>IiticaI  connection. 

Wliereuiwn  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Witliernpoon,  Reconded  by  Mr. 
Eiurcns,  to  s  trike  out  the  words  *^  and  the  subjectn  of  tlie  King  of  Great 
ritain.'' 

Question :  Sliall  tliose  wonls  stand  f 
Passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Shcnnan,  sccondcil  by  Mr.  Spencer,  to 
rilce  out  the  wonls  ^'as  fully  and  freely  as  tliey  did  or  might  have 
one  during  their  political  connection." 
Question:  Shall  those  words  stand f 
Parsed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  ]\Ir.  Laurens, 
)  strike  out  the  words  *'  and  coasts  ^^  and  on  the  question,  Shall  these 
OTilH  stand  f  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry : 

New  Haui|uibire Mr.  Whipple Ayo.     Aye. 

(Mr.  8.  Adams Aye.  \ 
MriLS'.'^;.::::::::::;;:::^  Ayo. 
Mr.  Holton Aye.  J 

"""^i"'-' i  Jlr':S?»".::::::::::;::S:  i^y- 

i  Mr.  Sheniiaii Aye.  i 

Couiiecticiii <  Mr.  Huntington No.     J^No. 

(  Mr.  Spencer No.     ) 

f  Mr.  Jiiy No.  ^ 

I  Blr.  Diiane No.  | 

New  York <  Mr.  Morris No.  }  No. 

Mr.  Floyil No.  I 

I  Mr.  Lew iH No.  j 


(  Mr.  WitlicTHpoon   No.     ) 

New  Jer«cy <  Mr.  Hcuddcr No.     J»N'o. 

(Mr.  FeU No.     S 

fMr.  Armstrong  Ayo. 
Mr.  8hip])ni Ayr. 
Mr.  Atlee No. 

Pennsylvania ^  Mr.  Scarle No.     \  No. 

M r.  M II hlen  berg No.     ( 

Mr.  McLeiie Aye.   | 

Mr.  Wynkoop No.    J 

Mr.  I'later No. 

Maryland ^  Hi'  ^^^^^ No.    .^^^ 


V  ' 


(Mr.  rlater  .... 
Mr.  Cnriiiir.liael 
Mr.  Ilonry 
Mr.  Jeiiirer 


No. 
No. 


(  Mr.  Sinltli Avi".   ) 

Virginia 2  Mr.  Orinin No.     VNo. 

(  Mr.  Firming No.     ) 

(  Mr.  Pemi No.     f 

Nortli  Carolina J  Mr.  Hiirko No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  8harpe No.     ) 

BouiucuAn,. j  JI.^:/c;ur::::::::::::::No^^  !«"• 

passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 

"don  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  JNlr.  Witherspoon, 

ther  banks"  to  insert  '^aud  in  the  seas;  "  which  being  amended 

and  seasi" 
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Oil  the  <]iicttti(>ii,  Kliiill  tlio  uordH  "aud  seas "  be  inserted  1  Ibe  ye 
aud  iiaj'8  Iwiiig  ivqtiired  \ty  Mr.  Kllery, 


Mr.8.Adn.m, 

Bo.    1 

Mr.  (lerrj- 

Mr.l.ovoll 

....Ajo. 
Vo. 

Mr.  lEoUon 

No. 

RUciilc  IhI;iu<I 

Mr-KIIcry 

Mr.Collina 

Ajc. 

No. 

»• 

Mr.  SbemiAn 

::::.&■ 

\'" 

Hr.Jftj 

No.    1 

Mr.Uunne 

Ne«  Y..tk 

Mr.  MorrU 

No. 

Mr.Kl.>yd 

No. 

Mr.Lowiii 

No. 

Mr.WitUorep.«.n... 
Mr.  Sciid.lBr 

::;::J!^ 

A„ 

Mt.  AmiHtrone 

N«. 

No. 

p           ■        - 

No. 

No. 

Mr.  Wyiikoop 

No. 

Delan-are 

Mr.  UiDkinwn 

Ajo. 

Ave 

Mr.  Cwmicbiwl.... 

Ay... 

K". 

Mr.  jBHiier 

No. 

Mr.  Smith 

No. 

Virginia 

Mr.OTimu 

N». 

Mr.  Fleming 

K". 

M.-.  Prim 

....No. 

Norlli  fiiiulinu 

Mr.  Itiirko 

K... 

Mr.iiliar|« 

N". 

Mr.  LaiirtiiH 

Mr.  Drayloii 

No. 

No. 

No 
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(Blr.  Jay Aye.  > 
Mr.  Diiaue Aye.  I 
Mr.  Morris Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr.  Floyd Aye.  [ 
Mr.  Ijewis No.    J 

w«w  i«*.^«  J  Mr.  Witbergpoou Aye.  ?  .^^ 

NewJerwy J  Mr.  Sciidder Aye.  {^•^®- 

'  Blr.  Aruistrong No. 

Mr.  Shippeu No. 

Blr.  Atlee Aye. 

PennsylyanU <  Mr.  Searle ....No.     ^No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye. 

Mr.  BfcLono No. 

,Mr.  Wynkoop Aye. 

Delaware Mr.  Diokinson Aye.     Aye. 

r  Mr.  Plater Aye.  ^ 

M.*«i»^^  J  Mr.  Carmicboel Aye  •  l  a  „^ 

M*^y^*°^ Ulr.  Henry Aye.  \^^^' 

l  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  Smith  Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  GrifUn Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  > 

(  Mr.  Penn Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Bnrke Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sbarpe Aye.  ) 

«•"»"  C"^"- !MrD?arton :::::::::::::?,%.  So. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  nffirtnative,  and  the  main  question  was  set 
K^^ide. 


Franklin  to  Mrs.  Bache.* 

Passy,  Jtme  3,  1779. 

Dear  Sally  :  I  have  l)cforo  me  your  letters  of  October  22  and  Jan- 
uary 17.  Tbey  are  the  only  ones  1  received  from  you  in  the  course  of 
eighteen  months.  If  you  knew  how  happy  your  letters  make  me,  and 
considered  how  many  miscarry,  I  think  you  would  write  oltener. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Miss  Gliftons  for  the  kind  care  they  took 
of  my  house  and  furniture.  Present  my  thankful  acknowledgments  to 
them,  and  tell  them  I  wish  them  all  sorts  of  happiness. 

Thecla^'  medallion  of  mc  you  say  you  gave  to  Mr.  Ilopkinson  was 
the  first  of  the  kind  made  in  France.  A  variety  of  others  have  been 
made  since  of  different  sizes;  some  to  be  set  in  the  lids  of  snuft'  boxes, 
and  some  so  small  as  to  be  worn  in  rings;  and  the  numbers  sold  are 
incredible.  These,  with  the  pictures,  busts,  and  prints  (of  which  copies 
upon  copies  are  spread  everywhere),  have  lujulo  your  father's  face  as 
well  known  as  that  of  the  moon,  so  that  he  durst  not  do.  anything  that 
would  oblige  him  to  run  awiiy,  as  his  phiz  would  discover  him  wherever 
he  should  venture  io  show  it.  It  is  said  by  learned  etymologists  thiit 
the  name  dolly  for  the  images  children  play  with,  is  derived  from  the 
word  idol.  From  the  number  of  dolls  now  made  of  him  he  may  be 
truly  said,  in  that  sense,  to  bo  idollized  in  this  country. 


r^^m  .*-«»- 


•  MS»^,  Pep.  of  6t»te;  0  I3igo|ow'e  Frfttikliu,  117. 


jisido,  and  you  are  to  be  dressed  for  tlic  ba 
my  dear  daugliter,  that,  of  all  the  dear  thii 
tlie  dearest,  excejjt  iniscliief. 

The  project  you  mention  of  removing  T 
kiud  one.  To  deprive  au  old  man,  sent  to  8 
cue,  of  the  comfort  of  a  child  to  attend  him 
take  care  of  him  in  sickness,  would  be  cru 
this  civse  it  could  not  be  done;  for  n«  the  i 
are  groundless,  and  his  behavior  in  every 
shouhl  not  part  with  the  child  but  with  t 
conQdent  that  whatever  may  be  proposed  li 
the  Congress  is  too  wise  and  too  good  to  t 
manner. 

Ben.,  if  I  should  live  long  enough  to  want 
fort  to  me.    As  I  intend  him  for  a  Presbytei 
I  have  sent  him  to  finish  his  education  at  G 
in  very  goodjiealth,  draws  a  little,  as  you  wi 
Latin,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  dancing,  an< 
English.    He  made  a  translation  of  your  la 
of  your  works  may  now  appear  in  a  foreign 
long  from  me.     I  send  the  accounts  1  havo 
mind  of  writing  to  you.    I  can  not  propose 
own  dear  Will.    1  must  one  of  these  days 
to  be  once  more  all  together;  but  futurities 
however,  in  the  mean  time,  to  direct  his  wo 
deity  of  Hercules  is  now  quite  out  of  fashio 

The  present  you  mention  as  sent  by  me  wi 
at  Bordeaux,  for  he  would  never  give  me  ai 
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froiD  Fmiice  to  appear,  I  suppose,  iu  the  iiiodo.  This  Iciuls  mo  to  im- 
agine that  i>crhaps  it  is  uot  so  much  that  the  goods  are  grown  dear,  or 
that  the  money  is  grown  cheap,  as  everything  else  will  do  when  excess- 
ively plenty,  and  that  people  are  still  svs  easy  nearly  in  their  circum- 
stances as  when  a  pair  of  gloves  might  bo  had  for  half  a  crown.  The 
war,  indeed,  may  in  some  degree  raise  the  prices  of  goods,  and  the  high 
taxes  which  are  necessary'  to  sup[)ort  the  war  may  make  our  frugality 
necessary ;  and  »s  I  am  iilways  preaching  that  doctrine,  I  can  not  in 
conscience  or  in  decency  encourage  the  contrary  by  my  example  in  fur- 
nishing my  children  with  foolish  modes  and  luxuries.  1  therefore  send 
all  the  articles  you  desire  that  are  useful  and  necessary,  and  omit  the 
rest;  for,  as  you  say  you  should  "  have  great  pride  in  wearing  anything 
I  send  and  showing  it  as  your  father's  taste,"  I  must  avoid  giving  you 
an  opportunity  of  doing  that  with  either  lace  or  feathers.  W  you  wear 
your  cambiic  ruflles  as  1  do,  and  take  csire  not  to  mend  the  holes,  they 
will  come  in  time  to  be  lace;  and  feathers,  my  dear  girl,  may  be  had 
iu  America  from  every  cock's  tail. 

If  you  happen  ngain  to  see  General  Washington,  assure  him  of  my 
very  great  and  sincere  respect,  and  toll  him  that  all  the  old  generals 
here  amuse  themselves  in  studying  the  accounts  of  liis  operations  and 
approve  highly  of  his  conduct. 

Present  my  aOectionate  regards  to  all  friends  that  inquire  after  me, 
particularly  Mr.  Dullield  and  family,  and  write  oftener,  my  dear  child, 
to  your  loving  father, 

B.  Franklin. 


FraiikHii  to  the  Council  of  Massachusettn  Bay.* 

I*ASSV,  June  4,  1779. 

HONOiiAnLE  (lENTLKMEN  :  The  Commissioners  at  this  court  received 
the  letter  you  did  them  the  honor  of  writing  to  them  recoiiimeiiding  the 
Marquis  do  La  Fayett<^,  I  immediately  sent  it  to  be  perused  by  the  min- 
ister, who  desires  to  have  a  copy  of  it.  He  was  very  favorably  received 
by  his  majesty,  and  has  had  given  him  a  regiment  of  dnigoons.  He 
retains  the  warmest  zeal  for  the  American  cause  and  a  (lection  for  the 
people,  and  has  been  continually  moving  something  or  other  with  the 
ministry  for  the  advantage  of  America  ever  since  liis  arrival.  The 
Chevalier  de  Kamondis,  too,  retains  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  at- 
tention i)aid  him  by  your  governniont  during  his  illness  under  the  loss 
of  his  arm.  Several  other  olllcers  speak  highly  in  fav  or  of  our  country 
on  account  of  the  civilities  they  received  there,  which  has  a  very  good 
effect  here,  and  evinces  the  wisdom  of  the  conduct  you  are  accustomed 
to  pursue  with  regard  to  strangers  of  merit.  L  thought  it  right  to 
acquaint  you  with  these  circumstances,  and  I  do  it  with  more  pleasure, 


*MSS,  Dop.  of  State;  6  Bigelow's  Fniuklin,  4'24. 


A.  Lee  to  J.  Adams. 


Dear  Sib  :  By  advices  fmra  America  since  i 
are  determiued  to  impeach  my  att4ichmeiit  to  o 
per  fa$  et  per  nefas.  This  makes  it  necessary 
your  opiiiiou  ou  that  point,  from  the  kuowled 
conduct  while  we  acted  together  in  commis 
wicked  men  can  011I3'  be  refuted  by  the  tes 
honest  and  competent,  and  it  is  necessary  for 
lest  nny  accident,  which  God  forbid,  sliould  b 

Late  letters  from  Charleston  say  they  are  1 
No  other  news. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  dear  sir,  with  the  gi 
obedient  humble  servant. 


A.  Lee  to  Count  d'Aranc 


Mr.  Lee  has  the  honor  to  present  his  respe^ 
ambassador  of  Spain,  and  begs  him  to  be  pleai 
accompanying  this  to  his  court. 


•m   rrkiiitfT   tw    vif\nii\A    nr  ai 
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the  common  interest  that  must  subsist  in  the  success  of  the  war,  should 
it  happen,  are  the  motives,  and  I  hope  will  be  the  apology,  for  what  I 
offer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Abtuub  Lee. 


MEMOKIAL  TO  TIIR  COURT  OF  SPAIN. 

Paris,  Jtine  6,  1779. 

It  is  experioDce  that  1oacho8  wisdom.  Tlie  misfortuDCs  of  our  frieuds  carry  tliis 
good  witli  tberu,  that  they  are  a  warning  to  us. 

The  present  war  between  Franco  and  England  has  been  conducted  chiefly  by  the 
privateers  of  the  latter.  They  have  made  a  ^irey  of  almost  the  whole  commerce  of 
France.  This,  while  it  really  enriched  England,  rendered  the  wnr  popular.  It  has 
deeply  wounded  France  in  the  loss  of  her  sailors  as  well  as  of  her  property. 

The  cause  of  this  misfortune  is  manifest.  France  permitted  her  trade  to  go  on  as 
in  time  of  peace,  as  individuals  pleaJted,  and  without  convoy.  It  was  thought  better 
to  employ  their  ships  of  war  in  cruising  for  the  privateers  than  in  convoying  and 
defending  their  vessels  against  them.  It  was  not  considered  that  privateers  always 
go  single,  that  they  are  swift  and  small,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  small  and  siugle 
ship  at  sea,  and  that  an  East  or  West  India  prize  is  worth  fifty  privateers.  The 
consequences  have  been  proportioned  to  the  plan.  France  has  captured  some  little 
privateers  of  England,  the  English  the  large  and  rich  East  and  West  India  ships  of 
the  French.    This  is  a  misfortune  from  which  I  would  wish  to  warn  and  guard  Spain. 

The  English  have  greater  expectations  of  rich  and  numerous  prizes  in  a  Spanish 
than  in  a  French  war.  If  they  are  disappointed  in  this,  such  a  war  would  sotm 
become  unpopular  and  unmaintainable.  Mow,  the  moans  of  disappointing  tlioir  expec- 
tations are,  as  I  conceive,  these :  To  lay  an  embargo  on  nil  the  merchant  vessels  of 
Spain,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  at  the  conimencemont  of  hostilities.  Not  to 
BufTer  their  merchantmen  or  galleons,  which  are  the  great  objects  of  English  avidity, 
to  go  out  of  their  ports  but  with  strong  convoys.  So  secured,  tliey  could  not  be  cap- 
tured but  by  a  ileot  or  strong  squadron  of  the  enemy.  Hut  fleets  and  Inrgc  squadrons 
hardly  ever  make  prizes,  nor  from  their  nature  and  circumstances  can  tliey  do  it. 
Privateers,  frigates,  and  single  ships  of  force  are  those  only  which  cruise  with  ofFect 
against  merchantmen.  Defended  from  these,  the  commerce  of  Spain  will  go  safe  and 
secure,  the  hopes  of  the  enemy  will  bo  disappointed,  they  will  sustain  all  the  bur- 
den of  the  war  without  reaping  any  of  its  expected  benefits. 

Such  a  war  must  soon  become  unpopular;  and  tho  wisest  ministers  in  the  best  of 
times  can  not  long  sustain  an  unpopular  war  in  England,  much  less  can  it  bo  sus- 
tained in  times  of  great  and  manifest  difllcnlty  and  distress,  and  by  ministers  who 
have  not  given  the  most  distinguished  proofs  of  their  wisdom.  There  is  no  human 
event  more  sure  than  that  Spain,  if  she  secures  her  commerce  from  the  depredations 
of  the  enemy,  must  soon  reduce  Great  Britain  to  whatoverequitablo  terms  she  pleases. 
Add  to  this  that  if,  while  tho  fleet  of  France  keeps  that  of  En;;Iand  in  check  in  the 
channel  and  in  the  bay,  tho  fleet  of  Spain  should  completely  block  up  tho  Mediter- 
ranean, so  as  to  intercept  all  communication  with  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  these  strong- 
holds must  inevitably  surrender  in  a  few  months. 

I  may  thcrofore  bo  now  permitted  to  repeat,  with  more  conndence  than  over,  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  Spain  to  clip  tho  wings  of  Great  Britain  and  2>inion  her  forever. 

AuTiiUK  Lkk. 


Wll — VOL  111 It 
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CongreBB — Action  bb  to  MinlBterB  abroad.  * 
[For  prior  proce«(ling«,  bco  unprn.  May  3,  1779.] 

June  8,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tlio  commit- 
tee of  thirteen  on  foreign  uffiiirH  and  on  the  qncstion ;  Shall  Mr.  11.  Izard 
be  recalled!  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reqnired  by  Mr.  Smitli, 


MAssacbiiHeits  Hay 


No. 


New  Hainpfiliire Mr.  Whipple No.      No. 

r Mr.  8.  A<IiiinH No. 

Mr.  Gorry Aye. 

Mr.  Lo veil No. 

Mr.  Holtuii No. 

Rhode  Inland Mr,  EUery Aye.    Aye. 

Mr.  Slierm.'iii Aye.  ) 

Counocticut •{  Mr.  Hiiiitingtoii No.    >Aye. 

Mr.  Speuccr Aye.  ) 

Mr.  Jay Aye.  \ 

Mr.  Dnaiio Aye.  | 

Now  York i  Mr.  Morris Aye.  >Aye. 

Mr.  Floyd Aye.  f 

Mr.  Lfewi.*4 Aye.  J 

New  Jtimo V  J  ^^'  Sciiddor No.    /  , 

«ew  Jwraey J  Mr.  Fell Ayo.  T* 

'Mr.  Armstrong No.  ^ 

Mr.  Sliippoti No.    I 

Mr.  Scarlo No.    I« 

Mr.  Mnlileiiherg Aye.  [       * 

Mr.  McLeiio No. 

VMr.  Wyiil<ooi» Aye.  ^ 

Delaware Mr.  DickiuHoii Aye.    Aye. 


Penusylvania 


Mr.  Pinter Aye.  j 

Mr.  Paca Aye.  | 

Maryland ^  Mr.  Carniicliael Ayo.  )  Aye. 

Mr.  Henry No.     I 

Mr.  Jenifer Ave.  ) 

ft  ' 

C  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Oriflln Aye.  >Ayo. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Ayo.  ) 

I  Mr.  Pcnn Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  IJnrko Aye.  >Ayo. 

(  Mr.  Shnrpo Aye.  ) 

a     .t    f%      1-  (  Mr.  Laurens No.    )  ^, 

Souih  Carolina {  Mr.  Drayton No.    r^' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afTirinative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong, 
"That  Mr.  Izard  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Congress  that  he 
need  not  repair  to  America  nntil  it  snit^  his  convenience.^ 
An  objection  being  made  to  this  as  being  out  of  order, 
On  the  question,  Is  the  motion  in  order  t  the  yeas  and  ^lays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  H.impsliirc Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

TMr.  S.  Adams Ayo.  1 

Ma.,«nclH„o.tH  Hay J};";  ^:i:^{ [[--[--^l  [Aye. 

(  Mr.  liolton A\e.  J 


"MSS.  Dop.  of  Slate;  priutodBocret  journals  of  Congress,  the  lattor  being  imperfect. 
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Rhodo  Island. 


Connoctioat 


iMr.Ellery ^ye.  K  _. 

)  Mr.  Collins Aye.  J^^®* 

C  BIr.  Bbermnn Aye.  ) 

<  Mr.  Huntington Aye.  ^Aye. 


^  Mr.  Spencer Aye 

!Mr.  Jay Aye. 
Mr.  Duane Aye. 
Mr.  Morris No. 
M  r.  Floyil Aye. 
Mr.  Lewis Aye. 


Aye. 


N- j.«ey >  Sr-.  ^^ ::::::  ::::::^i  !<>• 

ye.  1 


Pennsylvania. 


'  Mr.  Armstrong Aye. 

Mr.  Shipnen Ay 

Mr.  Searlo Ay 

Mr.  Mnhlenliorg : Aye. 

Mr.  McLone Aye. 

,Mr.  Wynkoop Aye.^ 

Delaware    Mr.  Dickinson Aye.    Aye. 

{Mr.  Plater Aye. ) 
BIr.  Pttca No.    I 
Mr.  Carniicbnol Aye.  ^  Aye. 
Mr.  Henry Aye.  | 
Mr.  Jenifer No.   J 

Mr.  Smith No.    ) 

Mr.  Grifflin Aye.  VNo. 

Mr.  Fleming No.    ) 

(Mr.  Penn No.    ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Bnrke Aye.  >  Ayo. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  ) 

Mr.  Laurens No.    }^^ 


Virglnii 


Sonth  Carolina. 


I  Mr.  Drayton No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  tvflirinative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherni.in,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved  J  That  the  words  '*  until  it  suits  his  convonience"  be 
out. 

On  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  motion  ivs  amended,  the  ; 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paca, 


New  Hiinqmhiro 


MaKsachuHottB  Bay 


( 


Khotio  Isiund 
Connecticut .. 


New  York 


New  Jcrney. 


Pennsylvania. 


Mr. 

rMr. 
I  Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

S  Mr. 
\  Mr. 

I  Mr. 
<  Mr. 
/Mr. 

fMr. 
I  Mr. 
VMr. 
Mr. 
I  Mr. 

5  Mr. 
\  Mr. 

'Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple Aye. 

S.  AdaniH Ayo. 

Gerry  No. 

l^vdl Aye. 

llolton Aye. 

Ellory Aye. 

Collins Aye. 

Shernmu Aye. 

Huntington Aye. 

Spencer Aye. 

Jay No. 

Dunno Aye. 

Morris No. 

Floyd Aye. 

Lewis Aye. 

Scuddor .....Ave. 

Fell Aye. 

Annstrong Aye. 

Shippcn Aye. 

Son  lie Aye. 

M nil  ion l»erg No. 

MitLoMo Aye. 

Wynkoop Ayo. 


Ayo. 


Ayo. 


1 
/ 

I  Ayo. 
>Aye. 

Mye. 

I 

I  Aye. 
Ayo. 


So  it  wjis  resolved: 

That  Mr.  Izard  be  informed  it  is  the  sense  of  Con 
repair  to  America. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  William  Lee  be  recall 
uays  being  required  by  Mr.  JSuiitb, 

Neiir  Hampshiro Mr.  Whipple V 

iMr.  S.Ailaiim £ 
»{?:&:::::::::::::► 
Mr.  Holtoii J 

«-«xi''  ^--i !  SIJ:  EiZ>v:-:::::i 

i  Mr.  Sherman A 

Connecticut <  Mr.  Hunlhi;;U>n A 

{  Mr.  8i>enccr i 

Mr.  Jay i 

Mr.  Duano J 

Now  York ^  Mr.  Morrin i 

Mr.  Floyil i 

{  Mr.  LowiH I 

New  JeriM. V  J  *'  ''•  SciuUlcr 1 

^^"^^^^^^y \  Mr.  Fell I 

M r.  ArniHtrong 1 

Blr.  iShipp^n 1 

.  Mr.  S<«irio 1 

I  Mr.  Muhlonbrr^ J 

I  M.I.  McIiCno ] 

(Mr.  Wyukoop i 

Delaware Mr.  DickhiHon i 

fMr.  riutcr i 

I  Mr.  Paca J 

Maryland i  Mr.  Caniiicliad > 

1 

i 


Pennsylvania 


I-'  Mr.  Caniiicl 
Mr.  llonrv. 
Mr.  Jenifer 
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Resolvedy  That  there  he  but  one  plenipotentiary*  minister  or  commis- 
sioner  for  these  United  Stntes  at  a  foreign  court. 

The  seventh  proposition  in  the  report  being  roa<I,  viz : 

'^That  no  plcnipolentisuy  minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United 
States,  while  ho  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  other  public  ofUce.'' 

On  this  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Dniyton,  which  being  carried  in  theadinnative,  the  main  question 
was  set  aside. 

The  eighth  proposition  being  read,  viz: 

'^That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commis- 
sioner for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,  and  who  lias 
not  a  fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein." 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris. 

A  division  of  the  main  question  being  called  for,  on  the  previous 
question  to  the  first  clause,  viz : 

^^  That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commis- 
sioner  for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,"  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Penn, 


Now  llaiiipBliiro Mr.  Whipple Aye.    Aye. 

r  Mr.  S.  Aduiiis Ayo.  "j 

Ma»»ci„.,o.t«  Lay j}j;  "l^^:::::::::-^  A,e. 

(Mr.  Uoltoii Ayo.  J 

«'"><'oi'"-' SJ!;:S«v.v;.::::;::i::!A.vo. 

Conuocticiit Mr.  81ic!riniiii Ayo.    Aye. 

C  Mr.  Jay No. 

New  York <  Mr.  Diiniiu No.    ^ No. 

(  Mr.  Floyd 

!Mr.  Ariimtroiig Aye.  ^ 
Mr.  Sliippen A}**.  I 
Mr.  Mcl^eiio Ayi 
Mr.  Wynkoop Ay 

Delaware Mr.  DIckinKoii Aye.    Ayo. 


No.    ) 
No.    V 
Aye.  > 

ye.  ^ 
.ye.  { 

lye. 

^.V<'.  J 
ye. 

C  Mr.  P:u-ii No.    ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Henry No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  .Icnifer Aye.  ) 

No.    ) 
No.   y 
No.    S 


Mr.  SniiMi No. 

Virginia <  Mr.  Grimn No.    >No. 

Mr.  Fleming 


Mr.  Penn No.    > 

North  Carolina ^  Mr.  Burke No.    [>No. 

Mr.  Sharpe No.    ) 

o     .,  /,      ,.  ^  Mr.  LanreuH Aye.?,. 

South  Carolina J  Mr.  Drayton No.    r 

So  it  was  resolved  intlieaflirniative,  and  that  clause  was  set  aside. 
The  previous  question  being  put  on  the  second  clause  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  and  that  was  also  set  aside.* 


•  For  iurthcr  procoodiugs,  see  infra^  June  10,  1779. 
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J.  Adams  to  AttJiur  Le«.* 

LKjEiEHT,  June  Q,  1779. 

Dkar  Sir  :  Your  furors  or  June  tlie  2(1  ntid  Silt  are  uow  berore  m< 
tbnt  of  tlie  2fltli  (if  Mitrcb  I  bav«  aiisweretl,  if  I  cvrr  receircd  it,  fot 
linvo  atiaweroil  every  one  I  have  rcct-ived  front  jou,  but  not  linviiig  ii 
I>a|>cr8  at  haml  itiiti  not  lie  iiiirtlcular.  1  tliuuk  you  for  the  uauuscri 
anil  the  )mtii)ilil<!t. 

I  am  li)M>|iy  tu  bear  from  you,  aud  froui  all  otliera,  bo  agreeable 
cLaractei'  of  the  Clievalicr  do  lu  J^uzeruu,  and  M.  Marbois,  tbe  last 
wUoin  1  have  bad  tbo  pIcaHuro  to  see. 

I  wisb  it  was  in  my  iiower  to  do  more  for  Mr.  Ford,  aud  to  take  bi 
with  me,  but  the  frigiito  will  be  so  crowded  1  four  it  would  be  impc 
siblp.f 

Tbe  declarations  of  tbo  northern  powers  against  tbe  riglitof  En 
laud  to  stop  tlieir  nientliiuit  vitssels  uiid  arming  tu  support  tlielr  rigli 
arc  iniporLmit  evetiUi,  Tbe  diaplnciiig  of  Mr.  Paine  is  a  disagreeab 
and  alarming  one. 

It  iH  witb  no  siiDill  nstonisbinoHt  that  I  learn  by  your  letter  of  ti 
CMi  tbat,  by  adviues  from  Aniertva  siiieo  your  buit  to  me,  yonr  encmi 
are  determined  to  impoacb  your  nttncbment  to  onr  country  and  b 
cause.  Your  request  Ibut  I  would  give  my  opinion  on  tbat  subje< 
from  tlic  knowledge  I  Invve  bad  of  yonr  conduct  wbile  wo  acled  in  coi 
mission  togetlii'r,  can  meet  witli  no  objection  from  me.  But  I  boi>e 
iieed  not  inform  you  tliat  iny  opiniou  upon  tlits  point  is  no  secret 
Versailles,  Pari.s,  Nniites,  or  elsewbere.  Enclosed  ia  a  copy  of  a  lett 
I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  bis  excellency  tlie  Count  de  Vt 
gonnes  some  lime  ago,  which,  for  nnyUiing  I  know,  is  communicati 
to  all  the  conrt,  but  the  answer  shows  that  it  wiis  received.    I  had  n 


JUNE   9,  1779.  215 

shall  enclose  another  certificate^  not  without  a  heartfelt  grief  that 
malice  should  liave  been  so  daring  and  so  barbarous  as  to  make  such 
a  letter  or  such  a  certificate  from  me  either  necessary  or  oven  pardon- 
able.* Your  hint  that  I  must  correct  some  things  that  arc  amiss  ex- 
torts from  me  an  involuutary  sigh.  I  shall  be  in  a  situation  critical 
and  difficult  without  example,  my  own  character  at  stake  from  vari- 
ons  quarters,  and  without  anything  to  support  me  but  truth  and  inno- 
cence; and  you  need  not  be  informed  that  these  are  not  always  suffi- 
cient. I  have  little  expectation  of  doing  good;  God  grant  I  may  do  no 
harm.  I  shall  not  designedly ;  but  I  suppose  Congress  intend  to  ex- 
amine me  as  a  witness,  and  I  must  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  as  far  as  I  know  it.  If  the  task  should  end 
here  I  should  not  be  much  embarrassed;  but  if  tiiey  should  proceed  to 
demand  of  me  opinions  and  judgments  of  meu  and  tilings,  as  there  is 
reason  to  ex|)ect  they  will,  although  I  hope  they  will  not,  what  will  be 
the  consequences?  Upon  the  whole,  truth  must  be  uy  shield,  and  if 
tlio  shafts  of  interested  malice  can  pierce  tlirough  this  they  shall 
pierce  me. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Jay.t 

Passy,  June  0,  1779, 

Dbar  Sir:  I  receivc<l  a  few  days  since,  l)y  way  of  St.  Eustatia,  tlio 
duplicate  of  a  letter  you  did  me  the  iionor  to  write  mo  of  3d  January; 
but  the  act  of  Congress  of  December  23d,  wiiich  you  mentioned,  is  not 
come  to  hand. 

Colonel  8.  Duicks,  whom  the  secretary  names  to  you,  called  here  in 
his  way  to  Holland,  and  brought  me  a  recommendatory  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull,  but  neither  himself  nor  that  letter  mentioned  anything 
of  his  business  in  liolland  except  to  see  his  friends,  so  that  I  yet  know 
of  nothing  to  the  purport  of  that  act.  The  other,  of  January  1,  is  come 
to  hand.  Besides  the  reason  given  in  it  for  deferring  the  expedition  to 
Canadsi,  there  is  one  that  would  weigh  much  with  me,  anil  that  is  our 
want  of  sudicient  quantity  of  hard  money.  The  Canadians  are  afraid  of 
pnper  and  would  never  take  the  Congress  money.  To  enter  a  country 
which  you  mean  to  make  a  friend  of  with  an  army  that  must  have  occa- 
sion every  day  for  fresh  provision,  horses,  carriage  labor  of  every  kind, 
having  no  acceptable  money  to  pay  to  those  that  serve  you,  and  to  be 
obliged,  therefore,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  to  take  that  service 
by  force,  is  the  sure  way  to  disgust,  oflend,  and  by  degrees  make  ene- 
mies of  the  whole  people,  after  which  all  your  operations  will  be  more 


■  Hvo  J.  AdniiiH  to  A.  Leo,  Jniio  10,  1771),  infra, 
t  MSS.  Doj).  ofStnte;  0  l^igoJow's  Fraukliu,  42G. 
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<liI1icult,  lilt  your  iiioiioiia  diacovcroil,  ami  every  Kiidearor  used  to  biv 
you  driven  back  out  of  their  couotry. 

I  need  not  rccouinieiid  the  Ubevalier  de  In  Luzerne  to  the  Preside: 
of  Congress.  His  public  cbaracter  will  recommend  bim  suffioieutly 
all  the  respect  nud  consideration  due  to  tbe  minister  of  so  great  ni 
good  n  prince  .-vs  tlio  King  of  Frniico,  our  ally.  I  simll  only  nicntit 
tbat  bis  private  cliaracter  liore  is  an  ezcelluut  one  and  that  he  is  co 
nected  by  relit(ion  to  some  of  the  greatest  and  best  iteople  of  th 
country.  I  lio|)0  that  bis  roaidence  with  as  may  bo  made  agreeable 
bim.  X  bavfi  written  largely  to  tbe  committee.  By  our  last  advio 
from  UolUnd  the  English  interest  diininisbcs  there,  and  from  Euglai 
they  write  that  the  daily  apprehensions  of  a  war  with  Spuiu  begin  . 
have  a  serious  cll'uct  in  disposing  people  generally  to  wish  for  pcai 
Great  preparations  are  making  here  in  all  the  seaports,  aud  this  sui 
iner  will  probably  produce  some  important  aotion. 
With  groat  respect  and  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Frakkj-in. 


Consreaa — Action  aa  to  Mlnlstara  abroad — Daano's  Caae.* 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  to  proceed  iii  ihe  considenitii 
of  tho  report  on  foreign  alfnirs  (lupra,  March  27,  April  IC,  1779), 

A  motion  wns  injido  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  th 
the  further  consideration  of  the  said  report  be  iwstponed  until  order  I 
taken  on  this  letter  of  23d  Muy  Inst  from  Mr.  Doano,  and  a  dccisii 
niatle  on  the  resolution  moved  thereon  by  a  niombor  from  North  (Jui 
lina.  secoiuled  by  a  member  from  Sourb  Caroliiin. 


JUNE   9,  1779.  217 

iBIr.  Paca Ayo.  ] 
Mr.  Cariiiiclisiel Ayo.  I  a„^ 
Mr.  Henry Aive.  f^^^- 
Mr.  Joiiifor Aye.  J 

i  Mr.  SiiiiUi Ayo.  f 

Virginia <  Mr.  OrifBu Ayo.  .^Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Penn Ayo.  ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Bnrko Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  8har£>e Aye.  ) 

s-^*-  ca«.Hna j «-  XT«::::::  i!  :::;& !  a>- 

So  it  was  resolved  in  tbo  aflirmative. 

The  motion  was  thou  read,  viz : 

^'That  Silas  Deane,  esq.,  be  ordered  not  to  depart  the  United  States 
without  the  special  permission  of  Congress ;  and  tliat  Artliur  Lee,  est]., 
be  directed  to  repair  forthwith  to  America,  in  order  the  better  to  enable 
Congress  to  inquire  into  tbe  truth  of  the  several  allegations  and  sng- 
tions  made  by  the  said  Arthur  Lee  against  Mr.  Silas  Deane." 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  the  previous  question  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  a  division  of  the 
main  question  being  called  for, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  previous  question  on  the  first  clause, 
viz,  "That  Silas  Deane,  esq.,  be  ordered  not  to  depart  the  United 
States  without  the  special  permission  of  Congress," 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr  Laurens, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.    Ayo. 

(  Mr.  8.  Adams Aye.^ 

Ma«ac.m«,.tHUuy !:{?;?»:::::::::;;:;&[*>«• 

I  Mr.  Holton Aye.  J 

Rhode  lalana  J  Mr.  EUcry Aye.  ?^ 

KUoiie  iHiana )  Mr.  Collins No.    $"* 

(  Mr.  Slicrnian Aye.  ) 

Connecticnt -^  Mr.  nunliiigdun Ayo.  >Ayo. 

.ve.  S 


( 


Mr.  Spencer A; 

New  York  J  Mr.  Jay No.    )^ 

"®^  ^'^^^ )  Mr.  Diiane No.    l^^' 

v„„,  !«....«..  S  Wr.  Scudder Aye.  )  . 

New  Jersey {  Mr.  FeU Aye.  r^«- 

Mr.  Armstronf^ Aye.' 

Mr.  Sliippcn Aye. 

T,„..„.„i„„„.  J  Mr.  Senrle Ayo.  (  .    ^ 

Peun.ylvanm ^  Mr.  M..liI<niboig No.    f''^''- 

I  Mr.  McLene Aye. 

I  Mr.  Wynkoop Ayo. 

{Mr.  Pnca No. 
Mr.  Jenifer Aye. 

(  Mr.  SniiMi No.    ) 

Virginia ^  Mr.  Orimn No.    SNo. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.    ) 

I  Mr.  Penii No.    ) 

North  Carolina /  Mr.  Ihirke No.    VNo. 

(  Mr.  Sliarpo No.    ) 

Bomucroun. {JlJ:Xr^:::;::::::.Jo:  S^o. 
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Kii  iliw  Rtiili'N  ivi'i-K  eiinivlly  diviilcd,  iiml  tliu  i|iU'Ktioii  loat. 
On  tlie  <iiie.stiuti  U>  ii^reo  to  tliu  clause  ubovo  iiitiutiutie«l,  the  yeaa  ai 
nays  heing  ro(iiiii'(;<l  l>y  Mr.  lioltmi, 

Now  lluxipKltire Mr.  Whipple No.      So. 

f  Mr.8.  A.I1UU8 No.   1 

Jm^""'^- «"■    Uo. 


MusK:ioLii»ut.U  lluy  . 
Rhmlo  I.l,incl 


Mr.Hoitoii' Ko.  J 

Mr.  Ullery H«. 

Ur.C'olliua Ajo. 

Mr.  Shoriiinii No. 

Mr.  limit!  iit-ddii N<i. 

Mr.  Siioiicur No. 

Mr.  Jay Ave.  > 

Mr.Diiano Aye. 

Mr.  Rc.ii.l.l..r No.    . 


0. 


Mr.  Arni*tri»ii; Ho.    1 

Mr.Slii|>i«ii So. 

Mr.SviM'ln No.    i„ 

Mr.  MiiLknlrtTv Ayo.  f""' 

Mr.MuLni>o No. 

Mr.  Wyiiko<i|. Ayo.J 

Mr.  Pmn Aye.4 

Mr.  CiirtiikliuL'l Ayo.  I  « 

Mr.  Henry No.    p* 

Mr.  Joiiiirr ..No.  J 

SHr.Smilli Ajp.  1 
Mr.  (JriiTln  Ayo.  Uyo. 
Mr.  Flomiii); Aye.  ) 

IMr.l'emi Ay».  > 

NorUi  Onroliim ^  Mr,  H.irke Aye.  JAjh. 

(  Mr.  Slinr|>e Aye.  ) 

^,,,,11,  r.nnli.,n  J  Mr.  Ln.ir.ns Aj"-  Uvb 

Sonll,  Cnolnin j  Mr.  Umylou Ayo.  i*'*" 

So  tlio  Btaten  wcni  e<|i]iilly  iliviiled,  iiiid  tlio  (iiiustioii  lost. 
Tlio  j»revioii8  [('iicstionl  lieiiifj  I'ut  oil  tlic  »e«oiid  clause,  was  caiTti 
in  tbo  iilliniiutivo,  every  iiieuiber  auawcriiig  uxcept  Mr.  Ueiiry  niitl  M 
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UObibnt,  June  10, 1779. 

Dear  Sib:  I  liave  the  honor  of  your  letter  from  Paris  of  the  5th  of 
this  uiofith,  ill  which  you  inform  me  that,  by  advices  irom  America, 
your  enemies  are  determined  to  impeach  your  attachment  to  our  country 
and  her  cause,  and  in  which  you  request  my  opinion  on  that  point  from 
the  knowledge  I  have  had  of  your  conduct  while  we  acted  together  in 
commission. 

At  the  same  time  that  I  lament  the  necessity  of  giving  my  testimony 
to  a  point  that  ought  to  be  so  well  established  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  I  have  great  pleiisure  in  declaring  that  from  my  first  knowledge 
of  your  fame  to  this  hour  I  have  never  entertained  one  moment's  sus- 
picion of  your  attachment  to  our  country  and  her  cause,  but  on  the 
contrary,  through  the  whole  course  of  that  perioil,  which  I  think  is 
more  than  ten  years,  I  have  seen  frequent  proofs  of  your  fidelity  and 
zeal  in  it,  oftentimes  at  a  great  expense  of  labor  and  care,  at  least,  and 
at  great  hazard ;  and  particularly  through  the  space  of  time  I  had  the 
honor  to  serve  with  you  in  commission  I  never  saw  or  heard  anything 
which  gave  me  the  least  suspicion  of  the  sincerity,  fidelity,  or  zeal  of 
your  devotion  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  (Jnited  States,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, constant  evidence  of  a  warm  afiection  for  their  honor,  dignity, 
and  prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

of  being  captured  and  carried  into  Englaud,  wIioho  king  mid  iiiiiii.sters  of  stato  are 
exceedingly  exasperated  agaiiiRt  liini,  and  wbo  also  suHpcctcd  the  designs  of  ilio  oppo- 
site party,  therefore  voted  against  their  wishes  to  detain  Mr.  Deane,  becanse  tlio  re- 
call of  Mr.  Lee  was  tacked  to  that  article  as  an  express  condition.  Tims  were  votes 
given  by  all,  three  or  fonr  excopted,  ag.iinst  the  principles  of  the  voters. 

"My  sole  motive  in  bringing  forward  the  proposition  for  detaining  Mr.  Duane  and 
onlering  Mr.  Lee  to  appear  and  snpport  his  charges  was  for  obtaining  jnstice;  (1) 
to  my  mnoh  injnred  conntry;  (2)  to  individnals. 

" The  proposition  originally  sprang  from  myself,  althongh  Mr.  Hnrke  rednced  it  to 
writing,  in  order,  he  said,  to  try  if  gentlemen  were  in  earnest,  lie  never  fonud  one 
otherwise. 

"  IJefore  I  had  voted  against  the  recall  of  Mr.  Leo  (on  the  8th  of  Jnnc,  1779;  see  the 
Jonrnal)  1  had  repeatedly  declared  in  Congress  that  I  wonld  vote  for  his  recall,  pro- 
vided Congress  wonld  detain  Mr.  Deane,  and  that  opinion  I  have  invariably  snpported 
in  private  conversations  with  Mr.  Lee's  brother,  and  other  particular  friends,  in  oppo- 
sition  to  their  sentiments.  *  Fiat  jus liiia  ruat  cwlum j*  wsia  my  governing  principle. 
Thank  God,  I  have  acted  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  my  conscience,  withont  respect 
to  persons,  and  I  trnst  my  conntry  will  not  condemn  my  condnct.'' — Silas  Deane  in 
France,  Phil.,  185.'),  98.     (Ah  to  Deane's  case,  see  further  Aug.  10,  1770.) 

•  M8S.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  5G0;  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  95. 
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Lovell  to  Adams.* 

[Conritlcntinl.] 

PniLADELpniA,  June  13,  1 779. 

I  shall  not  look  through  tho  notes  in  my  almanac  to  see  whether  I 
have  written  to  you  twenty-two  or  twenty-four  times.  I  shall  go  upon 
the  easier  task  of  acknowledging  all  those  I  have  had  from  you,  namely. 
Cth  December,  1778,  received  ICth  February,  1779,  answered  the  17th; 
2Gth  September,  1778,  received  4lh  March,  1779,  answered  28th  April, 

Three  mouths  ago  Mr.  G.  t  communicated  to  us  thatSjmin  wns  medi- 
ating, and  that  we  ought  to  take  speedy,  decisive  measures  for  peace. 
London  gazettes  told  us  the  first  part,  and  it  appears  strange  that 
neither  Dr.  F.,  Mr.  L.,  nor  you  have  hinted  this  matter  to  us  latelyy  if  you 
did  not  avow  it  authoritatively.  We  have  some  wise  men  here  who  are 
sure  they  could  fish  out  all  the  court  secrets.  In  the  various  attempts 
to  pull  down  A.  L.  to  make  way  for  some  one  to  go  from  hence  "  who 
knows  all  the  present  circumstances  of  America,  and  therefore  could 
negotiate  properly,'^  your  want  of  ability  to  give  ua  information  such  as 
we  wish  for,  or  fancy  can  be  had,  is  said  to  spring  from  the  suspicions 
of  the  French  court  respecting  one  of  you,  and  something  like  an 
attempt  to  dictate  to  us  a  choice  has  been  seen  here.  An  extract  of  a 
letter  from  theCount  do  V.  has  been  quoted,  *'  Je  crains  Monsieur  A.  L.et 
ses  entourSj^^  and  we  are  t/cmpted  to  think  that  therefore  the  cominuuica- 
tion  before  mentioned  came  through  Mr.  G.  But  this  is  different  from 
what  was  once  tho  conduct,  for  Mr.  Deaiie  tells  us  that  he  was  directed 
to  tell  Dr.  F.  what  he  did  not  choose  to  tell  Mr.  Lee,  or,  as  ho  wishes  to 
have  it  believed,  which  he  was  forbidden  to  tell  him.  I  am  persuaded  | 
Dr.  F.  would  not  readily  disgust  the  French  court  in  such  a  point.  If 
there  is  any  seriousness  in  the  business,  I  suppose  the  court  stood  upon 
the  punctilio  of  not  having  the  compliment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary 
returned  at  that  time.  Mr.  Lee's  enemies  have  produced  nothing  but 
innuendoes  to  procure  his  removal,  while  they  dare  not  deny  his  integrity 
and  abilities  in  our  service.  Mr.  I),  says  the  Lees  are  not  fit  for  transac- 
tions with  a  ^'  gallsint"  nation.  But  doubtless  those  men  who  want  his 
place  would  be  very  gallant  indeed  on  certain  points  in  negotiation.  The 
eastern  States  are  charged  with  wanting  what  they  have  no  right  to, 

'9  J.  Adams'  Works,  480. 

t  M.  Geranl,  tlio  Frciirh  iiiiii inter. 

i  In  what  purports  to  bo  a  duplicato  of  this  lottor  Mr.  Lovell  ninkos  man}-  varia- 
tious.  Tho  following  occurs  lu^ro :  "  I  aui  ]>ersuadt'd  Dr.  Franklin  would  not  readily 
blab  any  matter  to  Mr.  Leo  which  the  court  might  conlideutially  toll  him.  But  it  may 
bo  said  tho  doctor  was  perhaps  at  that  period  only  on  a  par  with  Mr.  Lee  and  you,  so 
tha^  he  could  not  ofHcially  convey  tho  news  of  a  negotiation  from  France  to  us  with- 
out consulting  Mr.  Lee.  It  h.'is  been  attemptctl  t<»  persuado  us  that  Spain  is  disgusted 
with  Mr.  Lee.  If  more  than  iunueu<loes  had  been  addressed  we  should  have  made  a 
new  appointment  perhaps,  though  it  is  a  very  delicate  matter."— Note  to  J.  Adauia* 
Works,  48L 
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and  what  is  of  <<  no  interest  to  the  southern  States."  Plenty  are  these 
local  seutimeuts  lately ;  and  it.  H.  Lee,  with  H.  Laurens,  are  squinted  at 
as  two  monsters  on  the  otlier  side  of  the  Susquehanna  who  pursue 
points  in  which  the  southern  Stiites  have  no  iutcrcst.  Would  France 
or  England  reason  tliat  way  on  the  Ashery  f  I  expect,  however,  that 
we  shall  coalesce  in  a  few  days  npoti  what  may  be  nUimata  ready  for 
some  future  day  of  pacification  when  Britain  shall  be  restored  to  her 
senses.    She  is  quite  wild  and  foolish  yet,  in  my  opinion. 

You  will  be  scarcely  able  by  our  motley  journals  to  understand  what 
we  are  about-  Why  did  I  vote  for  your  name  to  be  inserted  April  20, 
l>age  10 f  A  majority  against  me  had  before  resolved  that  the  names 
should  be  added;  that  Dr.  Franklin's  should  be  inserted;  but  did  not 
proceed  by  yeas  and  nays,  therefore  I  was  entrapped.  Not  having  my 
nay  appear  on  Dr.  Franklin,  could  I  say  nay  to  Deane,  the  causa  ma- 
lorum  t  And  as  it  was  not  mutual  suspicion,  etc.,  I  could  not  exclude 
you,  who  was  suspected  and  stigmatized  in  the  re|>ort  of  the  committee, 
though  more  to  the  disgrace  of  Mr.  Izard  than  yourself,  if  there  was 
any  disgrace  in  the  circumstance  of  his  imagining  that  your  connection 
with  the  *' caters  and  distillers  of  molasses"*  had  warped  your  judg- 
ment against  the  interest  of  other  parts  of  the  continen  t.f  Mr.  Izard  has 
good  testimony  to  his  many  estimable  qualities,  but  his  best  friends  say 
he  is  irascible  even  when  he  has  not  a  lit  of  the  gout,  as  be  unfortunately 
had  when  he  was  writing  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  probably,  too,  when  he 
made  his  strictures  upon  your  oxnniou  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  arti- 
cles. 

Ever}'  appearance  is  that  you  will  not  be  ])assed  over  without  honor- 
able notice  when  the  report  receives  its  finishing  discussion.  My  own 
settleil  opinion  of  you  leivds  me  the  more  readily  to  think  there  is  no 
plot  concealed  under  the  professions  in  your  favor  which  have  fallen 
from  men  lately  whose  general  conduct  is  of  a  kind  to  make  me  cry: 
Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  fcrcnic8,\ 


•  See  3  J.  AilaiiiH'  Works.  48. 

i  The  version  of  the  diiplicato  is  more  to  the  point.  Mr.  L.  snys:  "A  iimjority 
against  mo  hail  resolved,  first,  that  the  names  should  bo  addiMl  ;  secondly,  that  Dr. 
Franklin's  should  be  inserted  ;  but  did  not  proceed  by  yeas  and  uays,  therefore  I  was 
eotrappe<l.  Not  having  my  nay  to  show  in  the  first,  I  wa^}  forcc<l  to  go  through  uni- 
formly. It  being  as  true  that  suspicious  and  animosities  had  been  minuted  by  the 
c<mimittee  respecting  you  as  respecting  the  rest,  for  the  report  did  not  say  vmttial 
suspicions,  etc.  It  was  calculated  to  open  the  door  for  several  new  elections. " — 
Note  to  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  482. 

I  The  fourth  article  reported  by  the  committee  of  thirteen,  upon  which  the  question 
arose,  is  in  the  following  words  : 

''That  suspicions  and  aniinosities  have  arisen  among  the  said  commissioners  which 
may  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Duane  moved  that  the  names  of  the  commissioners  be  added,  taking  the  sense 
of  the  house  on  each  name  to  be  added,  which  motion  prevailed. 

Dr.  Franklin's  name  was  inserted  without  yeas  and  nays.  The  nnines  of  nil  the 
other  oommissioDers  were  inserted  by  large  majorities,  oxceptlu^^  Mr.  A.O.v]i.\u>^.    Yti 
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I  finnl.v  lu'licvii  that  your  friviid  Lincoln  Iiiis  got  coniitlcte  siioce 
over  tbo  southern  enemy.  He  will  receive  pflrmiasiOD  to  retarn  bitb 
just  in  the  bourn  of  glory,  so  that  be  >o»y  attend  to  hjs  wound,  vbii 
was  ;;reatly  irritated  by  bis  eziieditioii  to  Oarolina.  This  uight  is  tl 
fourteenth  Biiice  we  Arst  had  the  news  of  bis  victory  via  New  Proi 
dencc.  Conflrmatiou  is  come  from  several  qnarters,  but  still  we  ba' 
not  an  cxiircss.*  Tucker  bas  sent  id  a  tweuty-fODr-gnn  ship  this  aftt 
noon,  which  did  itot  fire  a  shot  at  him  before  fltrikiog.  It  is  at  t! 
capes  with  tho  Coii/ederacy,  ooe  of  the  finest  frigates  in  any  service, 
18  said  by  voyagers. 

I  witib  you  every  happiness,  etc., 

J.  LOTELL. 


[Harked  "  copj  oonfldenti*!."] 

Philadelphia,  June  13, 1779. 

Dear  Sib:  I  will  not  omit  this  cpp'y  of  sond'g  a  few  Lines  to  yo 
though  my  first  intents  were  only  to  put  nnder  Cover  theOazettf 
and  the  Journals  of  Congress.  From  those  you  will  learn  how  Qu( 
tioiis  relative  to  you  have  been  agitated. 

Mtiy  3.— For  your  recall,  4  to  4  &  4  dividd. 

June  0. — Ordr  of  the  day  cnllcil  for,  vizt  Itept  of  tho  Gomtee  of  1 
A  motion  nitule  by  Af  r.  Burke,  2dd  by  Mr,  Lnureiis,  that  tho  conaidn 
the  Itept  be  pontpd  tilt  order  be  taken  on  Mr.  Deane's  letter  of  M: 
22d,  and  a  Decision  of  tho  Itesoliition  moved  tbereon  by  a  Member  fro 
Nth  Oar.,  2d d  by  i\  Mumbr  fnnu  Stb  Car,  Question  by  yeas  &  na; 
dcmand'd  by  Hurko,  S  a.,  4  n.,  3  div'd. 
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PreviouB  Qnesiion  on  tli©  2(1  P't,  yeas  and  nays  by  Ellery,  11  aye. 

Tbe  Term  recalled  having  been  used  with  regard  to  Wm.  I^ee  and 
Bph.  Izard,  with  an  Idea  Strennonsly  Bnpported  by  Some  of  bringing 
them  to  America  thongh  others  who  were  nflirinalive  meant  on)}'  vaatt- 
ing  Commissions.  A  2d  Itesolve  passed.  That  it  is  the  Sense  of  Con- 
gress that  Mr.  Wm.  Lee  &  Mr.  K.  Izard  need  not  repair  to  America. 
I  give  them  nooflicial  Notice  now,  nor  Shall  1  without  the  Special  order  of 
Congress;  1>ecause,  1  am  again  left  alone  of  the  Com'teo  of  for.  Affrs, 
[BJ  yr  Ikother  U.  II.  having  resigned,  as  I  hear,  and  gone  home;  and 
farther  because  Something  definite  ought  to  be  decided  in  regard  to 
Comi>ensation  for  Services  of  the  Commissioners.  An  attempt  has 
Several  Times  been  made  lately  to  chuse  a  new  Vomtee  instead  of  filling 
np  the  old  on^.  Tliis  you  will  perceive  to  be  singularly  decent  towards 
the  one  who  has  steadily  attended.  Nay,  it  is  Said  that  Such  a  Comtee 
is  useless.  J  am  Sure  I  find  an  immense  Deal  that  onght  to  be  Done  and 
a  great  Burthen  in  what  has  been  done  by  a  Member  of  Congress  with- 
out Secretsiry  or  Clerk,  little  as  you  &  the  other  Gentlemen  abroad 
may  have  been  benefited  by  my  Labors.  Quires  of  uiy  Writing  have 
been  sunk  in  the  Sea,  most  of  it  near  these  Cai>es. 

I  expect  further  attempts  to  get  rid  of  yon.  It  was  a  Fear  of  lliat 
and  a  strong  Desire  to  scrntinize  Mr.  D.  that  made  Mr.  Laurens,  I 
imagine,  give  into  the  late  motion.  But  1  think  you  will  rise  above  the 
Malice  of  the  Faction  which  you  have  long  known,  or,  if  you  find  yr 
Usefulness  destroyed  by  their  accts  you  will  readily  tell  us  so,  and  desire 
to  make  way  for  some  other  Person.  I  have  by  me  large  Packets  left 
by  your  Brother  with  Copies  of  Proceedings  aflectiug  you,  but  I  will 
not  venture  them  round  about,  as  a  Frigate  must  soon  go  directly  from 
hence,  or  at  least  a  Pacquet  boat.  1  tell  Mr.  J.  Adams  more  on  that 
Head.  I  suspect  much  Itoguery  in  the  Stoppage  of  yr  Ijetters.  How 
else  is  it  that  wo  have  not  a  line  from  any  of  you  t 

Mr.  S.  Adams  goes  home  to- morrow  for  good  and  all,  as  he  says. 
This  is  intended  Via  Cadiz,  a  Copy  Via  Martinique. 
Your  friend  &  humble  Servant, 

J.  L. 

Vid  Journals:  April  0,  15,  20,  21,  22,  20,  28,  30;  May  3,  22,  2,j,  27; 
June  9. 
Honorable  Abtuur  Lee,  Bsqr., 

Commissioner^  cCc,  Madrid,^ 


*  On  tliiH  iH  ilio  foHowiii^  cii<lor8uiiieiit : 

•*Rccc»vM  tliiiH  from  Mr.  AdaniH  tho  llth  Fol)y,  17r(),  i.r.j  with  the  wax  fiiig<T'cl 
not  opciiM.     Mr.  AflaiiiH  had  it  from  Dr.  Frnnklin.'' 

Fiirthrr  letters  from  Lovcdl  to  U.  11.  Ijco  will  ho  found  infra,  nnder  dat<iof  July  17, 
177^,  nnd  Ang.  (>,  I77J).  As  has  he«n  seen  (Introduction,  ^S  11),  Lovcll  was  nn  active 
iiiombor  of  that  party  in  Congress  which  souglit  to  retain  the  management  of  ))ub- 
lio  affairs  in  congressional  committoes,  nud  which  was  more  or  loas  disaftected  to 
Waebingtoii  as  well  as  Franklin. 
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Lovell  to  Fiaiikliii.' 

PniLADKLFHiA,  June  13, 1779. 
Sib  :  By  way  of  Mnrtiuiqito  I  forward  to  you  gazettes,  journals,  at 
one  or  two  immphlvts.  Tbe  aituiitiou  of  tbiugs  iu  Ooii^resa  bas  be< 
sucb  for  soiiiu  time  past  tliat  tbe  committco  of  Ibrelgn  aOairs  ba 
beeu  (Irnwu  on  to  look  daily  for  some  interesting  decisions  to  comm 
uicate  to  you,  wUiub  uiist  atMiouat  for  tbeir  silence  mnuy  weeks.  I  a 
ouce  again  left  alotiu,  and  tberefore  iu  too  delicate  eireumiitauces 
give  you  any  detail  of  matters  agitated,  but  not  concluded,  respectii 
your  eomniission.  I  enclose  a  late  resolve,f  to  wbicb  I  beg  your  atte 
tioD,  and  1  entreat  tbut  you  will  bebeve  nie  to  be,  witb  mucb  resiwt 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Ijovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affair*. 


Congresi  — Proceedings  as  to  Condltloiis  of  Pacification,  and  paitloQlarly  «■ 
the  MUalMippl  and  tbe  Flataeriea.) 

[t'ur  jiriur  jiroceiliiigs,  Me  npra,  June  3, 1T7V.] 

JUKK  17,  1779. 
Congress  proceeded  in  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  report  on  tbe  coniui 
nicntions  of  tbe  minister  of  France,  etc.;  and 

Tbe  Bixtb  article  in  tbe  report  under  tbe  first  bead  (see  pagu  18 
being  read,  tbe  same  was  set  aside  by  tbe  previous  question. 

Tbe  articles  niidcr  tbe  second  bond  were  tben  takeu  into  cousidci 

tiou,  and  the  flrRt  and  second  were  set  aside  by  tbe  previous  question 

Tbe  tliinl  iirLivle  was  tben  read,  and  a  division  being  called  for,  tl 


JUNE    19,  1779.  225 

i  Mr.  iShcriiimi Aye.  i 

Conueotiont <  Mr.  Hiititington Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  8|>etioer Aye.  ) 

rMr.Jay No.  ^ 

N-v..ru 5{J:SJri::::::::::::::if:;  A,e. 

VMr.  Lewis Aya  1 

'»— '«-y iS[;:rcn'"!!r::::::;:::;:i?::|Ay-. 

(  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  \ 

r—y'- \ KJ: S'.;i;irbc;g::::::::j|j:^:  Aye. 

(  Mr.  McLeuo Aye.  J 

'>«'— ISI'riS'cl^r" ::::::  ::::^?S:i  Aye. 

M"y«»"<» iJ}J:!?S;::::::::;::::&!Aye. 

(  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griflln Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Penn Aye.  f 

Nortli  Carolina i  Mr.  Burke Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe ...Aye.  ) 

8-"".  croiiua | »{-  E^^",':::::::::■.•.::lfe:  J  Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afflrmHtive,  and  the  chuiRe  Ret  aside. 

The  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  articles  were  severally  set  aside  by  the 
previons  qnestion. 

^'  JkCftolred^  TInita  cessation  of  hostilities  dnring  the  negotiation  may 
he  agreed  to,  but  not  without  the  conifent  of  our  ally,  nor  unless  it 
^llall  be  jireviously  stiiiulatiul  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be 
immediately  withdrawn  from  the  United  States." 

Ordered^   That  further  consideration  of  the  report  bo  postponed. 

JicHolt'cdj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  a|)pointed  to  prepare  the  form 
of  a  commission  to  the  minister  who  may  be  appointed  to  negotiate  a 
peacA'. 

The  members  chovscn  :  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr  Marchant. 

AvtiK  19,  1771). 
Congress  re«sumed  the  ('consideration  of  Mn^  report  on  the  communica- 
tions, etc.,  when  the  following  resolutions  were  moved  by  Mr.  (Jerry, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Iilllery. 

1.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  wellare  of  these  United  States  that  the 
inhabitiints  thereof  at  tiie  exi>iration  of  the  war  should  continue  (o 
enjoy  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  <'onnnon  right  to  lish 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of 
North  America,  preserving  inviolate  the  treaties  between  Franci*  and 
the  said  SUites. 

2.  That  an  explanatory  article  be  prepared  and  sent  to  our  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Vervsailles,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  his 
nH)st  Christian  majesty,  whereby  the  said  common  right  to  the  fisheries 
shall  bo  more  explicitly  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  States 
than  it  already  is  by  the  treaties  aforesaid. 

WIl— VOL  J II J 5 
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',\.  'I'liikt  ill  tlii-  li(':il)'  nl'  [loacu  Willi  (Ivt-iil.  Itritniii  ii  Hli|)iilation  I 
iiiHclo  oil  their  piirt  not  to  (liHtnrb  tbo  jnliittiitiints  oC  tbe«e  Btiites  in  tl 
free  exercise  of  tli<>ir  couiidou  riglit  lu  tbu  liNlicrics  nforesaid,  niid  tti: 
a  rouii)rucal  eiigngeiiiciit  be  iiiBtle  oii  the  \mvt  of  Mm  Uiiitc<)  States. 

4.  lliiit  Itie  f;iiUi  of  Coiigrcfts  be  plcdgi'd  to  tlio  scveiiil  States  tli: 
nillioiil  tlivir  tiiiiiitiiiioiiBCOiiaciitiio  ticiity  of  iioiitiiicnw  slinll  bvforini 
witli  (ii'oat  llrilitiii  |)rovioii8  tooiicli  Htiptiliitioii. 

fi.  Tliiit  if  tlie  explaiiiitory  article  rIiouM  iint  bu  rutilled  by  liiu  mo 
Obmtiiui  iiiujcsly,  nor  Mio  slii>iilHUuii  iifoioHiiitl  bo  iwlo[>te(l  by  Ore 
Britiiiii,  tlio  iiiiiiistor  couiliictiiig  tliis  biixinow  eball  give  notice  tlioro 
to  ()oiit(ret>e,  iiiitl  not  xigii  Hiiy  treaty  of  pmiuQ  until  their  iileasure  I 
known. 

The  Iti'Kt  |iro(ioHitioti  being  renil,  »  motion  uim  made  by  Mr.  Morri 
nccoiidcd  by  Mr.  Drnyton,  to  amen<l  it  by  striking  out  certain  won 
and  inserting  others, so  that  it  rea<1:  "That  it  vouUI  be  very  injnrioi 
to  tlicsu  United  maleH  and  lliu  inhabitnnis  thereof  at  the  expiration 
the  war  not  to  enjoy  the  fice,"  etc. 

On  the  qneslioii,  Shall  the  wonls  moved  to  Ite  struck  ont  stand  T  tl 
yeas  and  nays  boiug  required  by  Mr,  Ellery, 

Now  irnnniHliire Mr.  Wliipplo Ajo.     Ayi«. 

(  Mr.  Ofrry Ajb.  J 

Ma»«iicl.iiH.:l.l»I(nv <  Mr.  r»vrll  Aje.  >Aye. 

(Mr.  Holton Aye.  ) 

I  Mr.  Kllcry Aye.  j 

Klioile  Iiilaiiil i  Mr.  MnrDliuut Ajp.  > 

<  Mr.  CollinH Aye.  S 

(  Mr.  Rliorinun Ayu.  1 


Uj.. 


JUNE    19,  1779.  227 

New  Haiii|Mbire Mr.  Wliipplu No.      No. 

(Mr.  Gerry No.    ) 

MnKsachiiHeilR  Day <  Mr.  Lovoll No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  HoIUm No.    ) 


R1io<1e  Island 


CMr.  Ellcry No.    ) 

<  Mr.  Mnnrliniit No.    /^No. 

(  Mr.  Colliim No.    ) 


Mr.  Shorinan No.    ) 

Connecticut ^  Mr.  Hinitin^tou No.    >No. 


(  Mr.  Shormai 
<  Mr.  Hunting 
(  Mr.  BpcMiccr 


(  Mr.  Jay Avo. "* 

j  Mr.  ])ii»iio   .    No. 


No.    f 
.0. 


N*^^'"^*^ ^Mr.MorHH A>o. 

I  Mr.  Lewis No. 

New  Terapv  ^  ^^^'  ^^»^^^^^^ No.  (  « 

JNew.ier8Py ^  ^^^  y^^^ ^^^  ^U. 

f  Mr.  Armstronpr No.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Sliipncii No.  | 

Pennsylvania k  Mr.  Soarlo No.  )  No. 


^  Mr.  Soarlo No.    } 

J  Mr.  M  nil  Ion  berg No.    j 

(Mr.  McLeno No.   J 

,^  ,  <  Mr.  Dickinson Aye.  ?« 

^^^^^^^^^ {Mr.McKean No.    T* 

M.-.i.n.i  S  ^^^'  Carniiclinel Aye.  )  .^^ 

^''^'^y'*"*^ )  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  l'""^^' 

i  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  (Jriflin No.    VO. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

N-'"  ^•-«- I  JiJ:  rcie/././.v.-.-.-.^Nr  i»- 

So..«U  C«.«Hna j  ^^  {---  ;; ' "  --f^'^  \  0. 

So  it  passed  in  <lio  negative. 

A  motion  T^as  tl:cii  iiindc,  l»y  Mr.  I>urke,FCcoiKkHl  by  Mr.  Diiniir.jidrr 
the  words  **s'»a8ol  North  AmericH"  to  insert  **  witbiii  (he  rcslriclions  nl' 
tbe  law  and  ensfoin  of  nations  for  preventing  contraband,^'  and  on  llio 
question,  Shall  those  words  bo  inserted,  tlio  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Jay, 

New  llampsbiro Mr.  Whipple No.      No. 

(  Mr.  Gerry No.    ) 

MiiHsncliusettH  Ihiy J  Mr.  liOvell Avo.  .•  No. 

I  Mr.  Ilolton No.    ) 

(  Mr.  Ellerv No.    ) 

Khodo  Island J  Mr.  Marotiaiit No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  Collins No.     ) 


New  York '  J!'' 1!"'"V^ f^'*^' Uvo. 


(  Mr.  Sherman No.    ) 

ConnecMcnt. <  Mr.  IInntin«;ton  No.    ^Ho. 

(  Mr.  S|K;ncer No.    S 

Mr.  .Fay Aye 

,  Mr.  Diiano Aye.  , 

i  Mr.  Morris A.ye.  [     • 

I  Mr.  Lewis N(».  J 

*,        ,  S  Mr.  Scuddcr   Aye.?., 

N«^^''«''^>' 1  Mr.  Fell No.     i^^' 

(  M  r.  A  rinKt  rong N<». 

I  Mr.  iShippen No. 

Pennsylvania ^  Mr.  Searle N<».    J  No. 

I  Mr.  Miililenher«; No. 

i  Mr.  McLeue No. 

Delaware Mr.  McKean No.       No. 
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ichnel.. 


I  Mr.  Cnr 
iMr.Jpii 


(  Mr.Kmilli Aj< 

^Hr.driniii Ay*. 

I  Mr.  Firming Ay*. 


Ays. 


N<"t"c.-m.« !  !!;;&:;:::::::;::;;*];::!*?•■ 


Sniitli  Ci>n>tiii» 


}HM.» .    . 

(Mr.  DniytoD Ayo.  ( 


80  itimftRcil  ill  tliuiicitiitivo. 

A  motion  wjim  iiiinlr  liy  Mr.MoiTJti,  hccoikIgO  by  Mr.  MuKeuii,  tostril 
out  tlic  iTonifi  "pioBurvitig  iiiviulntfl  the  ti-onties  betwfcii  Fniiive  ni 
till)  United  StiUws."* 


Qeraid  to  the  Ptealdeiit  of  Congtew-I 

I  TriiiiMlBtinii.  ] 

I'll  1LAU1U.1' 111  A,  June  2t,  1770. 
Sir:  The  minislnr  ]il43tii|>otunlltii'y  of  Fihixm;  Iiim  tlic  Imnoi-  tu  re]>i 
Ront  to  tliu  (JoiigrcHR  ol'  tlio  United  Slitlos  of  Anmnea  tlint  tho  diti 
oxpcileiire  uf  ncverid  |>oi1h  of  Die  voutiiu-til,  [n-ovvji  liow  iii'i'jiulic:iiil  II 
ivuDt  of  tho  iMoiKTH't^iiliilioiiH  for  iiiiiiiitiiiiiiiit;  t lie  imiiiiiiiityolthu  till 
\vhii;h  JH  tlie  foiiiidiilioii  of  h  Iii-u  <uitiirnci<;<!,  its  (11  iiiivif^tni'S,  to  I'tkiv 
meivhiiiilr!,  mid  oven  (o  H111  inU-i-VKU  iirid  to  tho  honor  uf  the  I'Vom 
iiiitioii.  Tlic  tr«jil..v  ol'  (HtiiMiiui'vo  IniH  fnvi'ttiTii  thiu  Klntc  of  thiiif^x,  :ii 
]i:in  exiircKsod  Ihu  wish  of  thv  (wo  )>'*i't<<''^  l<>  icmetly  it.  The  und< 
Hii;nod  wonhl  hiive  }>r»|i<>soil  to  t!oti[;rcss  soitio  liinu  ti^o  to  ontci'  npi 
this  ncgotiiUioTi  had  ho  not  iwi-ceivtsd  Ihitt  Ihcir  liinu  wsis  occn|iic(l  I 
stibjt'uta  of  piciili'T  iiiipoiliMHio;  liut  iwi  1ii«  ovil  iiii;rpii»r8  didly,  it  i 
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tiires  of  the  several  States.  The  regulations  which  they  may  make  will 
show  by  experience  whether  they  are  calculated  to  efiect  this  object, 
they  will  throw  light  upon  the  rules  observed  among  all  coniniercial 
nations,  and  will  give  to  the  United  States  in  general  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  can  be  reguhited  according  to  tlie  principles  of 
justice  and  equality,  wliidi  shonhl  form  the  foundation  of  all  tlie  con- 
nections that  slndl  subsist  between  them  and  accor^ling  to  tlie  prin- 
ciples and  forms  which  vary  in  dill'erent  States. 

Gerard. 


A.  Lee  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

VAUiSjJunc  21,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  Miat  Spain  has  declared 
against  Great  JBritain,  and  tliat  their  res[>ective  ambassadors  are  re- 
cidled.  A  part  of  the  Spanish  fleet  hsis  joined  that  of  France,  which 
makes  it  outnumber  that  of  England,  amininting  to  thirty-three  sail  of 
the  line,  under  Atimiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  so  that  it  is  not  very  ])rob- 
able  the  latter  will  long  hold  the  dominion  of  the  sea. 

Two  motions  in  the  House  of  Commons — one  for  offering  us  peace, 
the  other  for  withdrawing  all  their  force  from  America  to  withstand 
the  house  of  liourbon — have  been  negatived  since  the  Spanish  declara- 
tion was  known  to  the  ministry  of  England.  The  ministerial  arguments 
were,  that  neither  they  nor  any  other  ministry  conid  consent  to  the  in- 
dependence of  America,  nor  to  the  withdrawing  their  troops,  without 
previous  oders  on  our  part ;  that  the  number  of  Americans  in  the  king's 
service  wjis  equal  to  (ieneral  VVjushinglon's  army,  with  seven  thousand 
of  their  saih)rs  voIunteA'rs  in  his  service.  Lord  George  Germain  said 
he  knew  from  undoubted  authority  that  Congress  was  divided  into 
parties,  and  that  it  was  only  the  fear  of  the  army  that  withheld  a  ])art 
of  Congress  from  immediately  oft'ering  terms  to  Great  Britain,  lie 
added  that,  as  the  |)rohibitory  act  em|)Owered  the  crown  to  receive 
bodies  or  individuals  ot  America  into  the  king^s  protection  and  to  grant 
pardons,  this  wsis  sullicient.  The  majority  of  the  house  received  this 
with  acclamations  of  applause. 

Parliament  is  to  be  prorogued  on  the  21th,  having  voted  another 
million  for  thi.s  ^yeiii's  .st^jvice. 

1  have  tlu*  honor  t^)  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


•  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stutoj  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Con*.,  r>(;i,  with  verbal  changes. 
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R.ilph  IZsTd  and  A.  Lee  to  William  Lee.* 

Pabih,  June  22,  177a. 

SiK :  Wo  liatl  tlie  Iioiior  of  i-coeiviiig  your  favor  of  tbe  — ,  iu  wliii 
you  ask  our  advice  n^liUivo  to  an  application  to  tbe  Kiug  of  Prussia 
comply  with  lits  itniiiiist^^,  made  tlirbUKU  liis  iniiiister,  Baron  de  ScL 
U'liliert;,  "that  Im  wniild  acknowledge  the  indeiwndence  of  tlie  Uiiiti 
Utiitcs  iia  H0O1I  at)  Francu  liad  done  so,"  and  wbcthcr  it  would  be  prop 
III  cli)in){0  tlio  cliaiinul  of  application  from  Baron  de  Scliulenberg  to  tl 
minister  of  foreign  anUir^. 

His  with  great  pleasure  tliat  wecontribnio  wliatover  ia  in  our  [ww 
tons.si»it.vour  jinlgincut  in  what  so  uiatoriallycoiicerus  tbe  public  goo 

We  are  of  opinion  tliat  in  tiio  pR>3CUt  state  of  ex[>cotancy  from  S])a 
it  will  bo  prudcut  to  wait  till  her  exuaiplu  also  bus  given  encourag 
meat  to  tbe  court  of  Berlin,  nnd  contributed  to  countcntct  tbe  luotiv 
from  Itus.sia,  wbicb  witbbotd  tliat  court  from  pursuiug  its  int^^rest  at 
iiicliuation  in  openly  eftix>u8ing  our  cause.  That  wben  it  may  1 
proper  to  move  tbe  iiucstion  tlio  proniiae^  sbonld  be  toncliod  wi 
delicacy,  by  stating  that  tbe  good-witl  towards  us  wUicb  tlie  kiug  bi 
formerly  declared  having  been  susiiuuded  in  its  o|)eraliou  by  the  w 
in  Ocrmauy,  yun  bope  that,  tbeir  objection  being  uow  removed,  lin  w 
not  delay  to  give  the  world  a  decided  proof  of  bis  sentiments  iu  the  a 
knovvledgmeut  of  tbe  independency  of  the  United  States  of  Auieric 
whicb  on  nut  fail  by  the  weight  of  siicb  an  example  to  stop  the  fii 
tlicr  wanton  cfliisiou  of  blood. 

As  tbe  King  of  Prussia  is  iu  fact  his  own  uiiniHtei-,  we  should  imngii 
that  it  might,  have  a  bad  ell'ect  to  cbangu  fi-om  Biiron  de  Schulmibei 
whom  ho  seems  to  have  appointed  to  transact  this  particulnr  bnsinet 
But  iu  this  a  knowledge  of  the  iiotual  situattun  of  that  court  must  d 
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C  Mr.  Kllerv Ayv.  )  . 

Kbude  lolniitl ■[  Mr.  Marcliaiit Ayo.  >Aye. 

<Mr.  ColIhiH Aye.) 

Coiiiiecllciit Mr.Slioriiiiiii ^''- |avo. 

)  Mr.  8peiicer Ay«.  J"«'"' 


[  Mr.  Jjiy Ayo. 

I  Mr.  JjOwJH Ayo. 


^""*^"''' iMr.  MoiriM No.    >^i''- 


N-j«-y iSn^r::.::::::::::::^:!^^'- 

f  Mr.  AniiHtToii|r Aye.  ^ 

{Mr.  Sliiftpcii  Aye.  I 
Mr.  8«ur!c Ay«.  J  Aye. 
Mr.  Mull  Ion  berg Aye.  | 
Mr.  McLeiie Aye.  J 

T^..i»«..».»  S  Mr.  DickiiiBoii Aye.  ?  .„^ 

^**^*^^*« {Mr.McKcnii Aye.  1^^®- 

C  Mr.  Cariiiicliuel Aye.  > 

Marylaiul <  Mr.  Meiiry Aye.  >ATe. 

f  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  SmiIMi Aye.  i 

Virginia <  Mr.  (vritlin Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Fenn Aye.  > 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Unrke    No.    >A3'e. 

.  (  Mr.  Sliarpe Aye.  ) 

Soiitli  Carolina J  j^,^  Drayton Aye.  l^^""' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  a  Hi  rm  si  five. 

A  luotioii  was  made  by  Mr.  Jjurke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  after 
tbo  words  '*  North  America"  to  insert  '^as  near  the  coasts  of  the  terri- 
tories which  shall  remain  in  the  possession  of  other  nations  after  the 
conclnsioii  of  the  present  war  as  is  permitted  to  any  free  and  indeiiend- 
ent  peopUi." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  recpiired  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

M»«.  II ...... oi.:....  (Mr.Wbinple No.    K' 

Now  IlampBhiie |  ^^^   l>cal»mly No.    P"' 

(  Mr.  Gerry No.    ) 

MassacbuBctts  Bay <  Mr.  Lovell No.    >  No. 

(  Mr.  Holton No.    ) 

(  Mr.  Kllery No.    ) 

Kbode  iHlnnd -..  <  Mr.  Mnreliant No.    >No. 

I  Mr.  CollinH No.    S 

C  Mr.  Sherman No.    ) 

Connecticut <  Mr.  I  hint  in;; ton No.     >No, 

(  Mr.  Spencer No.    ) 


New  York •< 


Mr  Jay Aye. 

Mr.  Dnano Ave.  i  . 

Mr.MoirlH No.    r^>^' 

^  M  r.  Le  w  is Aye. 


New  Jer8«y \\\ '''  f '■',';''''"■ J"'"-  \  N". 

^  ^Mr.  relj No.  ) 

C  M  r.  A  rnisf  rong No.  ") 

Mr.  Sliippen .■ . .   No.  | 

Peuunylvania \  Mr.  Seailc No.  }>No. 

I  Mr.  Mulib'ulterg No.  I 

(  Mr.  MeLcne No.  J 

,v  ,  S  Mr.  J)ir.kinH(Mi Aye.  (,. 

l^*'"'*"™ )M..McK.„,.  No.  r- 
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fMr-rn."i Ar^.\ 

""J'"'"' ■iMr.H.my Aya.  f  *»•* 

lUr.JouiluT Aye.  I 

JMr.lViiii No.    ) 
Mr,  Biirko Ayo,  >Ayo. 
Mr.Bliarpc Ayo.  S 

u     >i    I'.r  i:.  .  (  Mr.  liDiirviii No.    (,, 

Snutl.  Cftn.lM..-* JMr.Umytoi. Aye.  j"' 

,  piusKciI  ill  tlic  iiegAtivo. 

lOtidii  wiiH  made  by  Mr.  Uiirkv,  Kccondud  by  Hr.  Drayton,  to 
out  Miu  nordti  " uoiitliiiie  to;"  mid  on  tlio  question,  Shall  tlioso 
sliiiid  t  tbo  yens  and  uiiys  being  reijuii-od  by  Wr.  Gerry, 

*"'"   ""'"H'iro j  Mr.  lV«l!.-ly Ai'i-.  !*>''■ 

t  Mrtiorry Ay.-,  i 

M!iH8nc1i<iHulb<B»v ?Mr.  U>v(-ll Aye.  Mye- 

t  Mr.  Ili>ll«ii Aye,  S 

(  Mr.KII«ry Aju.  ) 

Klio.1«  IbIhhiI ?  Mr.  Miiinli»i,i Aye.  Uve. 

t  Mr.  C«Hii.i. A}f.  S 

SMr.  8I1LT1111 
Mr.  IliiriUiiRtou 


„- ;j";' 

Mr,  8|H-iicor A,Vf.  > 

I  Mr.Jny N«. 

J  Mr  Diiaiie Ayt 

1  Mr.MurriH N«. 

I  Mr.  Lcivra ..No. 

!Mr.  Hciulilor Ayo.  { 
Mr.  l''oll N«.    j 

(  Mr.  AniiHtroiig Aye. ) 

Mr.  SiiipiMfii Ay.^. 
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KlKxle  Inland. 


Oounooticiit 


New  York 


Aye. 


Aye. 


Aye. 


Now  .Forney < 


Pcuuaylvaiiia 


} 

I  Ayo. 

Ayo. 

i 

I  Ayo. 

I  Ayo. 

J 

VAyo. 

>Ayo. 
I  No. 

So  it  was  resolvcMl  in  tlio  si  (linn  sit  ive. 

On  tlio  qnoHtion  toagrco  to  tlio  proposition  sis  amended,  tlie 
iiays  being  required  by  Mr.  Kllery, 

.^,       ,,  ,.  (  Mr.  Wliipplo Ave.?*..,. 

Now  Hainpshire J  j^,^  IVallo.ly aJo.  P'   " 


Delaware 


Maryland 


Virginia 

North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 


EUery Ayo. 

Marcliaut Aye. 

ColliuA Ayo. 

Shorniaii No. 

Ilnntingtoii Aye. 

Bpeuoor Ayo. 

V ay  •>>•>•  ••••••  »«».ji**. 

Duano Ayo. 

Morrin No. 

LowiH Aye. 

Sonddor Ayo. 

Fell Aye. 

ArniRtrong Ayo. 

8hi]t])ou A3*c. 

84Uirlo Ayo. 

Muhlenberg Ayii. 

Mvl^.no Aye. 

,  Dickinson Ayo. 

.  McKean Aye. 

Tnra Ay«'. 

Carniichaol Ayo. 

Ilciiiy Ayr. 

Jenifer Ayo. 

Smith Aye. 

Oriflin Aye. 

Fleming No. 

I'enn Ayo. 

Hurko Aye. 

Sharpe Aye. 

Laiircnn No. 

Drayton  No. 


Mr.  (Jerry  . 

MaMsachuHetts  Bay {  Mr.  IjovoII. 

Mr.  Iloltfju 


Rhoflo  Inland 


(  Mr.  KHrry 

<  Mr.  Marcii.' 

I  Mr.  C<»llinH 


Ayo.  ) 
Ay«\  >Aye. 
Ayo.  ) 

ye.  ) 
yv,  >Ayo. 

ye-  ) 

y<''  } 
kye.  >Ayo. 

^ve.  ) 


Ay 

A 

Ay 


innt 

Mr.  Shonnan Ay 

Connecticut <{  Mr.  Ilnntingtoii Ay 

M  r.  Sponccr Ay 

Mr.  Jay No.    ^ 

Mr.  Diiaiic Aye.  (  ^^^ 

Mr.  MuitIm No.    j 

Mr.  Lewis No.    j 

S  Mr.  Hcnddor Ave. 

\  Mr.  Fell No. 

Mr.  ArniHtrong Aye.  ^ 

Aye.  I 


Now  York 


New  JerBi*,y 


!"■ 


PeJinnylvaiiia 


! 


Mr.  8liipi>en 


M 


r.  »hip|>eii 
r.  Se.arlo . 


A.>e.  )  Ayo 


Delaware. 


Maryland 


I  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  j 
Mr.  Mcivone Aye.  J 

!Mr.  DiekiuRon No.    >  .^ 
Mr.  McKcan Aye.  > 

I  Mr.  Paea No. 
Mr.  (■urniichael No. 

Mr.  lloiiry N<». 

Mr.  Jenifer No 


( 


1 


No. 
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Mr.  Sinitb No. 

Virginia ^  Mr.  Oriffln No.    >No. 

Mri  Fleinitig No. 


1 

JMr.Penn No.    ) 
Mr.  Biirke No.    >No. 
Mr.  Slmrpo No.    ) 

«<•"•••  Carolina {  SUi  biySn'.iiii-lIli^r  S«- 

So  it  w»s 

Renolvedy  That  it  is  cssetitifll  to  the  welfare  of  all  these  United  States 
that  the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  should  con- 
tiuno  to  enjoy  the  free  and  undisturlmd  exercise  of  their  couiniou  right 
to  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and 
seas  of  North  America,  preserving  inviolate  the  treaties  between  France 
and  the  said  States.* 


A.  Lee  to  Coiint  de  Florida  Blanca.  t 

Paris,  June  27, 1779. 

Str:  lour  excellency  will  permit  we  to  lay  before  you  a  statement 
of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  English  in  the  southern  parts  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  which,  in  their  consequences,  may  be  as 
injurious  to  his  Catholic  majesty's  |>08sessions  in  that  quarter  as  to  those 
of  the  States.  Should  the  measure  prox)osed  to  prevent  their  success 
appear  to  your  excellency  to  be  advisable,  it  ctiii  not  be  executed  too 
soon,  beciiuse  every  day  gives  the  enemy  new  strength  in  their  stations, 
and  enables  them  to  do  additional  mischief  by  destroying  whatever 
they  can  approach. 

[I  do  not  press  your  excellency  about  my  coming  to  Madrid.  I  know 
your  excellency's  wisdom  and  the  maturity  of  judgment  with  which  his 
majesty's  councils  are  conducted.  I  therefore  trust  that  when  such  a 
st4*p  is  thought  to  be  proper  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  signify  it  to 
me  through  his  majesty's  minister  at  this  court.]  |  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


MEMORIAL  TO  COUNT  DB  FLOKIDA   IIIJ^NCA. 

Paris,  Jnnc  27,  1779. 

The  Kii^liRli,  having  taken  posaossion  of  Savannuh,  in  Georgia,  are  extending  them- 
selves in  that  State  bo  as  to  form  a  connection  'with  and  establish  an  infincnce  over 
thu  Indian  nations  that  border  all  that  conntrj.  Thoy  design  also  to  jiosmcks  theni- 
Hclves  of  Port  Royal,  in  Sonth  Carolina,  and  if  poHsiblo  of  Charlenton. 

Those  acquisitions,  if  they  are  sudbred,  with  their  contiguous  pORseasionH,  will  give* 
them  such  a  conmiand  npou  that  coast  and  in  the  gulf,  as  well  as  such  nieans  of 

•  For  further  proceedings,  see  tw/rn,  .Inly  1,  1770. 

t  MSS.  Dop.  of  State;    1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kcv.  Corr.,  5C2,  with  omissions.. 

\  Passage  in  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  cd. 


> 
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exciting  the  savuges  and  Bcconcling  their  euterprises  a^niiint  tho  iicigliboriug  torri- 
toriea  of  Spain,  as  may  be  difficult  to  resist  if  tboy  are  not  proventcd. 

What  rcndors  it  impracticable 'for  tho  Americans  to  loprl  iliocncniy  is  Mioir  nnpcri- 
orityatsca,  which,  at  thu  sumo  timo  that  it  supports  iluMr  posts  on  land.  rnabliiH 
them  to  make  divornious  in  various  quarters,  so  as  to  kei'p  u)i  n  ^('ncr.-il  alarm  and 
prevent  our  force  from  1>cing  united  iu  any  ono  point.  With  this  view  (lit-y  have 
very  lately  invaded  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  hay  of  ChoKapcako,  to  witiihold  tiio 
aifl  which  that  State  would  scud  to  South  Carolina  and  Ciuorgiti. 

In  this  sitnatiou  it  is  in  his  majesty's  power  to  give  very  etlectual  assistance  to  the 
iuvaded  States  and  prevent  tlie  enemy  from  nmking  hucIi  dangerous  eHtahlishnHMilM 
and  sQch  an  augmentation  of  their  power.  Tho  naval  force  of  llm  Englisli  in  (jlcorgia 
and  South  Carolina  will  consist  of  a  fifty-gnu  ship,  the  Exinrimvni^  lately  sailiMl,  and 
three  Oigatcs.  In  the  bay  of  Chesapeake  there  are  a  sixty-four  and  a  forty-four  gun 
ship,  with  some  armed  tenders.  A  small  squadron,  tlierufore,  of  thrre  or  four  large 
ships  and  a  few  frigates,  sent  from  the  Havana,  would  destroy  the  enemy's  ships  iu 
Georgia,  South  Caroliun,  and  Cliesa|>euke  Bay,  and  deliver  their  troops  into  the  hands 
of  the  Americans. 

The  state  of  the  enemy's  lleets  in  Euroiieaud  the  West  Indies  will  not  permit  them 
to  augment  their  force  on  the  coast  of  America.  The  squadron  actually  sailed  under 
Admiral  Arbuthnot  to  New  York  consists  of  four  shifts  of  the  line  and  one  frig.ite, 
viz.  the /^oeiNcJl',  seventy-four;  the 7^N««e/,  seventy-four;  the  AMro/><*,  sixty-four;  the 
DrfizHi^t  sixty-four;  and  the  Guadalonpe,  twenty-eight.  As  this  squadron  must  sup- 
INirt  the  operations  of  their  main  army,  and  protect  Halifax,  Uhodc  Island,  and  New 
Yoik,  it  is  not  probable  they  will  detach  any  additional  force  from  thence  to  the 
southward,  so  that  their  armament  there,  if  not  withdrawn,  must  necessarily  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  the  Spanish  squadron. 

AUTIIUli  Lki£. 


Congress — Proceedings  aa   to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  particularly  as  to 

tlie  Miasissippi  and  the  Fisheries.^ 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  Bupra^  June  21,  1779.] 

July  1, 1771). 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  proposition 
moved  by  Mr.  Gerry  (see  pafije  254). 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke^  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  stril^e 
out  the  words  "explanatory"  "more  than  it  aheady  is  by  the  treaties 
aforesaid ;"  and  a  division  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Laurens  on  tlie  ques- 
tion, Shall  the  word  "explanatory"  stand!  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  bj^  Mr.  Burke, 

«-  «-p»'"- !  J!J:  ralX".::::: :: ::::  Ai^c:  I  ^y- 

J  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Lovcll Ay*!.  >Aye. 
Mr.  Helton Ave.  > 

T7iwwi<.  T-i«.wi  S  ^'r-  Merchant Aye.  >  . 

Rhode  Island J  Mr.  Collins Aye.  ^3*^' 

C  Mr.  Sherman Aye.  ) 

Connecticut <  Mr.  Ifnntingt^n No.    > Aye. 

(  Mr.  S[>ciicer Aye.  ) 


New  York ^  Mr.  Duane Aye. 


Aye.  ?« 
Mr.  Lewis No.    S   ' 


*MSS.  secret  Journals  of  CongrcsH,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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(  Mr.  Snitrle Aye.  1 

..  i  Mr.  Muhloitbnrg Aye.  l 

(  Mr.  McLouo Ajo.  1 

<  Mr.  Dickiiiaoii No. 

■  i  Mr.  McKoaii Ayo.  j 

5  Mr.  Cnniiicbaul No.  J 
Mr.  Iliiiiry Ayo.  j 
Mr.  Jenifer No.     ] 

I  Mr.  Riiillh No.    J 


(Mr.  IVi 


..Ni.. 


'.  Itiirki 

(Mr.m.ftr|K» N<i. 

J  Mr.  Ui.mi« Ay«. 

•  i  Mr.  Dniytoii No 


.  was  resolved  in  tlio  iinirninlivu. 

.Iio  quest. id II  BItnll  tlie  wonlH  "iiinru  tlimi  it  nirciuly  is 

M  ]kfore»iu<l "  Hliiiul  I  tlie  .voiW  iiml  iiiiy»  being  n-qiiirotl  by  Id 


(Mr.  Wlih'pl" Ayo.  (. 

•J  Mr.  I'oiibody Aye.  J* 

I  Mr.  Ilnrrv Ayo.  > 

.i  Mr  I^fvcll Aye.  >A 

(Mr.  llolUiii Ayo.  ) 

(  Str.  Mnrcliiiut Aya  (  . 

■}  Mr.C.>lliii8 Aye.  J* 

SMr.  NlMtrtiiiin Ayo.) 
Mr.  lliii:tii>);U>ii Aye.  J. A 
Mr.  SiKiiniur Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  llimiio No.    r„ 

■  i  Mr.  I,.)wiR No.    l" 

J  Mr.  Bciiililnr Ayo. 


IthoilolHlnoil.. 


JULY   5,   1779.  ^37 

oi.^^^  f.i...^  S  Mr.  Mnrcbaut. Aye.  ?  »«« 

Rhode  Island |  Mr.  Collins A>c.  1^^®' 

(  Mr.  Sherman Aye.  ) 

Couneoticnt <  Mr.  Hnntinfi^ton Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ) 

N'-Y-'' !Mr:wr::;::::::::::AJ::!Ay«- 

i  Mr.  Slitppen Aye.  ) 

Pennsylvania 2  Mr.  Soarle Aye.  > Aye. 

(  Mr.  Mublmil»org Aye.  ) 

Delaware J  u"*' m''.^  "***'" ?"'    W 

^  Mr.  MuKean Ay«' > 

i  Mr.  Carmichaol No.    ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Henry Ayo.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Jenifer No.    ) 

i  Mr.  Smith No.    ) 

Virginia 2  Mr.  Orinin.... No.    [No. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.    ) 

SMr.  Tenn No.    ) 
Mr.  Piirkc No.    ;  No. 


(  Mr.  Tenn 

/  Mr.  Piirkt. *.„.    . 

(  Mr.  Sharpe No.    ) 

o     41  f^       ,.  ^  Mr.  LjiiirciiH Aye.  ?« 

Sonth  Carolina |  Mr.  DrayUm No.    T* 

So  it  was 

Resolv€4J^  That  an  explanatory  article  Im  prcpaicMl  and  sent  to  onr 
miniKtcr  plenipotentiary  at  tlio  court  of  Versailles,  lo  be  by  liini  pre- 
seiite^l  to  Ins  moat  Cliristian  majesty,  whereby  the  saitl  coninion  right 
to  the  finherieH  shall  be  more  explicitly  guaraiiUctI  to  the  inhabitants 
of  these  Ht4ite8  than  it  already  is  by  the  tnMities  aforesaid. 

The  third  ]>roiM).sition  being  read,  a  motion  w:is  ina<le  by  ]\[r.  Hnrke, 
Kcconde<l  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  amend  the  same  by  adding: 

ProvUJedj  That  if  (Jreat  J>ritain  will  acknowletlge  and  ratify  the  lib- 
erty, Hovereignty,  and  inde)»endenco,  nbsolnte  and  nnlimiled,  as  w<>ll  in 
inattei8  of  government  as  of  commerce,  of  these  IJnileii  States,  and 
agree  to  theolJier  articles  in  the  nltimatnm  resolved  iiptni  by  Congress, 
the  present  war  shall  not  be  continned,  notwithstamling  Greit  iWitain 
shall  de<dine  to  make  an  express  and  particular  iicknowledgment  of  the 
rights  specilied. 

The  report  and  papers  therein  referred  to  being  read, 

Resolvedy  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  IMiursday 
next.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

[Translation.  J 

PlIlLADKLI  lUA,  fhlhf  r>,  1770. 

Sir:  The  mini«iter  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  aln»ady  had  the 
honor  to  recommend  to  Congress  the  request  ma<le  by  the  king's  navy 
agent  in  relation  to  the  expedition  of  the  ship  Defenve,  loaded  with  pro- 


*  For  further  procrcMliiiRH,  si»o  »"/n'>  .Inly  17,  HT'.K 
I  M8S.  Dvv.  of  State  ;  5  Sparks'  Din.  Kcv.  Uon .,  (iOG. 


li.'iK  niCl.oMAI'lC    (■('ItliKsroNDKNCE. 

viMidiis  tiir  ('ii|ic-  l''r:iiii;iii.s.  llyieTiews  lji»  I'lilrcHties  by  the  prew 
iricninriiil.  Thc^  (initiidt.v  of  itntvisioiia  on  lionnl  tliis  vossel  is  so  inco 
sideviiUIc,  |iiii'lic(iliii'l.v  vniisidcriii);  lliu  itbiiiiilaiiuuof  old  griiiii  wlii* 
\VR  seiiitow,  lli:it  tlitt  iiii<ltin(i};iiei1  liojica  tliat  Uonfrross  ntll  tbiiik  tli 
t!iu  vxiH)iIiitioJi  ortliciii  iniiy  Ih)  iillowetl  witlimit  injury  to  tlio  8ervi< 
(il'tlie  aiiiiy  iirnitlic  imlilic.  TlnMimlcr8i(iii«<l»  however,  oflersto  Iin' 
llie»o  Hiuiiu  iii'ovisiiiiif  rcetsivci),  so  n.s  lo  bu  lU'diictoil  Troiu  the  qiimili 
[)roini»(Ml  for  lii»  iiiiijr.stry'H  H<|iiailri>u,  luiil  pactiuiilarly  the  flwir,  on  u 
eoiiritorthfl  tlioiiHanil  b:trn.>lH,  (o  whicii  tliccigbteuii  tlionsAiiil  promJRi 
(or  tlio  Riirite  servii^o  have  bi^oii  rcdixied.  The  want  of  itruvisions  is  i 
^rcat  at  Cape  FiaiiyuiH,  |i;u'tii;iilarly  in  tli»  veaseld  of  Uoiiiit  d'Estaiiif 
s([ii)idi'oii,  wliicli  ait!  staliiiiicil  l.bcru  lo  pfotect  t)io  reciprocal  eoii>iiierc 
Hint  tlie  said  mitiinlcr  in  ready  to  BiibseribD  to  wliatever  cuiiditioi 
Cciti(>rG88  stiall  think  projier  to  iuiiKwo  wiLli  rufranl  to  this  expcditio 
But  tie  rcciueaiR,  witli  tim  grentest  enniostness,  that  they  would  1 
jileiiscd  not  to  defi^r  K'viiiB  »  positive  answer,  in  order  not  to  increas 
if  its  decision  is  in  tlt<;  negative,  tlie  costs  luid  exiienscs  wbicU  the  kit 
will  bu  oblif^ed  to  piiy  to  tbe  propricUirs  and  fitters  out  of  tUe  sa 
vc'ssi.-i. 

WiMi  regard  lo  jtn  destination,  tlio  niidersignefl  had  tbonglit  that  I 
could  llattt'r  liitiiseir  that  his  chanuster  and  condnct  would  prevent  tl 
donbtjj  nbicli  n  iiieinlmi'  of  Congress  lias  commnuicated  in  writing 
Ibe  kiiigV  navy  agent.  NovcrtbelesH,  as  so  weighty  iv  siispiision,  d 
clnriid  in  .10  serious  a  manner,  and  iinpeacliing  the  probity  and  fideli 
ot'lbc  olliccrs  of  Hie  king,  avtiiig  iniinedialt'ly  niider  the  direction  of  tl 
said  ntini.«l('r,  can  not  bave  liven  snggcsted  toOougress  without  iniiu 
tiiiit  roasoijR,  tin;  iinderHigned  enti'i;al»  and  re<jncsls  them  to  be  plcasi 
to  caiisr  an  account  to  be  reiidured  ol  the  reasons  of  his  suspicions,  ai 
of  the  filet's  iiixiii  which  tliey  may  have  t>c-on  grounded.    The  undc 


JULY   5,  1779.  231) 

this  point,  in  onler  to  niako  tlicso  odious  imputations  fall  on  those  wlio 
may  dcservo  them,  he  could  have  contented  himself  with  declaring 
that  not  having  the  right  of  poh'ce  and  inspection  over  Uie  proprietors, 
ownera,  and  captains  of  the  American  vessels  which  liavo  l>een  em- 
ployee) in  these  transportations,  and  who  ought  to  bo  l)etter  acquainted 
than  strangers  with  tlie  hiws  of  the  country,  it  is  only  the  ollicers  of  the 
State,  appointed  to  receive  the  declarations  of  the  ships  which  sail  from 
the  ports,  who  can,  in  examining  the  cargoes,  determine  the  frauds 
which  may  have  been  committed ;  and  that,  without  directly  and  i>osi- 
tively  blaming  the  otlSeers  of  the  king,  they  can  not  be  made  responsi- 
t>le  for  frauds,  which  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  prevent.  Very  far  from 
desiring  any  connivance  on  the  part  of  the  ollicers  or  of  the  goveru- 
ineuts  of  the  different  States  of  America,  the  undersigned  earnestly  de- 
sires that  they  woidd  be  pleased  to  execute  with  vigor  the  powers  which 
belong  to  them  and  the  laws  which  may  have  reference  to  these  sub- 
jects. 

The  andcrsigned  hopes  that  Congress  will  bi)  pleased  not  to  defer  its 
resolution,  whatever  it  may  be,  respecting  the  ship  Defence  till  the  veri- 
fication of  these  facts.  The  two  allairs  have  nothing  in  common,  and 
the  minister  plenipotentiary,  in  repeating  his  offers  expressed  above, 
flatters  himself  that  Congress,  if  they  think  proper  to  ])ermit  this  expe- 
dition, will  find  that  the^o  arrangements  can  be  made  even  after  the 
departure  of  this  vessel. 

Gerard. 


This  memorial  being  read,  it  was  immediately 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  exceUency  the  governor  of 
Maryland  to  permit  the  ship  DeJ'encej  which  is  loaded  with  provisions 
for  the  fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  to  depait  and  carry  her  cargo 
to  the  place  of  her  desMnation,  and  tlint  cnro  betaken  that  she  carry 
no  other  provisions  than  the  above  and  what  may  be  necessary  for  the 
crew. 


Franklin  to  Gillon.' 

Passy,  July  5,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  honor  of  yours  <lated  the  20tli  past.  The  zeal 
you  show  for  the  relief  of  Carolina  is  veiy  laudable ;  and  1  wish  that  it 
was  in  my  power  to  second  it  by  complying  with  your  proposition.  But 
the  little  squadron  which  you  suppose  to  be  in  my  disposition  is  not, 
as  you  seem  to  imagine,  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States, 
nor  have  I  any  tiuthority  to  direct  its  operations.  It  was  from  the 
beginning  destined  by  the  concerned  for  a  partieuhii  purpose.  1  have 
only,  upon  a  request  that  I  could  not  refuse,  Urut  Wio  Alliance  to  it. 


•MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  G  Bigelow'B  FrnukUn,  429.  ' 


'^41'  r'M'LUMATIC    COHHKSrONDENCE. 

liiijiitiK  tlic  enU'i'in  ise  iiiiiy  W.  iiiuio  iidviiiilsiKCdtm  h)  tlie  comiiioii  caii 
tlian  bercruistt  could  Oe  alone.  lBa]i))c»w,  to<>,  tliot  tliey  nro sailed  Ij 
lore  this  tiuiv.  Your  other scbeinu  for  raiMiii);  asam  ur  l,H(Ni,(HN)livT 
by  8ul>tiCii|itioii  tliiuiigliout  Frauce,  to  be  ndvHiiced  to  thu  State 
South  Ciiroliiin  on  an  iutereat  of  7  p«r  cent.,  etc.,  being  mixed  wi 
:\  eoninierciitl  phiri,  is  »o  far  out  of  my  way,  and  irhat  I  can  not  wi 
Jiidf;e  of;  but  in  tbo  jirescnt  clrvunistanccs  I  should  tliiiik  it  not  like 
to  KMOcccd.  IliiivpTur,  as  I  nm  cliargeil  to  itrocuro  a  loan  fur  tlie  Unib 
Hiatus  at  II  lower  intcrc-Ht,  I  can  bavc  no  linnd  in  encouraKi»ff  this  pt 
licnlar  loan,  as  it  interreros  with  tlie  utiier.  And  I  can  iiotbutobser 
that  tlie  a^^ents  fruni  our  diO'ercnt  Stivtos  ruuuinK  all  over  linro|>e  be 
jriiifl  to  borrow  iiHHiey  at  bigb  iulereat  bas  given  sncb  nu  idea  of  o 
jiovvi'iv  and  dlstross  as  lias  uiecediugly  bui't  the  general  credit,  ni 
made  the  loan  tor  tlie  United  States  almost  impracticable. 
With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FBA.NKLIH. 


OcTBid  to  the  PrsBidant  of  CongreBS.' 
[TraliHlutinti.] 

rjiiLAUBLi'niA,  July  6, 1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  pleiiiiioteiitiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  repi 
sent  to  (Jont^icss  Mint,  faithful  lo  the  proMiiaes  which  that  body  li 
unkcil  for  on  his  |i)ii't,  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  provisions  deetiui 
liir  the  sqnaili'oii  whi<ib  the  king  sent  last  year  to  the  assistance  of  tl 
United  Stales,  he  has  never  anthoiizuil  any  inircbaso  except  thron; 
tlio  very  ovci-seers  niipniuted  by  (Joiigvess,  or  without  giving  notice 
I  bo  operation  to  tlm  in(^nil)ers  of  Ihe  committees  intruHted  with  11 
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lie  confines  himself  to  representing  to  Congress  tliat  tlie  proiluco  of 
these  private  pnrchascs  is  reduee^l  to  i\  very  sni«ill  (puintity  by  the 
obstsicles  which  the  (Jontinentiil  oOlcers  have  thrown  in  their  way,  and 
hy  the  seiznre,  by  authority,  of  the  articles  bought,  as  well  as  by  other 
similar  events;  and  the  agents  employed  on  the  king's  account,  l)eing 
thus  deprived  of  the  security  and  of  the  power  which  every  Anierlciiu 
citizen  and  every  foreign  merchant  enjoys,  and  the  proi)erty  of  tlie 
king  being  so  uncertiiin  and  exiK)sed,  tlie  undersigned  l>egs  Congress 
to  bo  pleased  to  cause  all  the  provisions  bought  on  the  account  and 
with  the  money  of  his  nnijesty  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  oflicers 
whom  they  shall  judge  proper  to  appoint  for  this  purpose,  in  order  that 
Congress  nniy  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  sis  their  own  prudence 
and  the  public  interest  shall  dictate;  the  undersigned  declaring  tlnit 
from  the  moment  in  which  he  was  informed  of  those  proceedings  and 
of  these  obstacles  he  has  given  order  to  put  an  end  to  every  kind  of 
purchase  and  supply  of  provisions,  lie  annexes  here  the  note  of  the 
provisions  now  in  the  hands  of  the  kiug's  Hgents;  and  if  the  commis- 
sifMis  given  heretofore  have  ])roiluced  a  greater  ([uantity  of  them,  he 
will  have  the  honor  to  give  notice  of  it  to  Congress,  according  as  he 
shall  be  informeil  of  it  himself. 

But  he  must  at  the  same  time  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
proposition  which  he  hml  the  honor  to  nuike  to  them  by  the  memorial 
which  contains  the  request  for  this  new  supply,  that  is  to  say,  that 
they  would  be  pleased  to  declare  whether  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  France  m<iy  reckon  upon  the  quantity  of  provisions  which  are  neces- 
sary for  the  importiint  object  which  he  has  hiid  the  honor  to  commuui- 
cate  to  Congress.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  success  of  his  measures  on 
this  subject,  the  undersigned  contines  himself  at  the  present  time  to 
requesting  that  the  quantity  of  five  thousand  barrels  of  flour  may  be 
immediately  held  in  readiness.  The  remainder  can  be  furnished  in  the 
course  of  Sei>tember  next  from  grain  the  product  of  this  year's  har- 
vest. 

The  reasons  alleged  in  the  said  memorial  compel  the  undersigned  to 
repeat  to  Congress  the  formal  dennind  of  a  prompt  and  explicit  an- 
swer, with  which  he  has  not  hitherto  been  honored.  Congress  has  too 
much  wisdom  for  any  one  to  allow  himself  to  set  forth  to  it  all  the 
inconveniences  which  might  result  to  America  and  to  the  alliance  from 
the  least  delay.  The  reports  hitherto  communicated  are  so  uncertain, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  make  them  the  foundation  of  a  confidence  which 
the  experience  of  the  past  does  not  encourage,  unless  Congress  author- 
izes them  b}'  its  sanction.  A  formal  and  explicit  assurance  on  the  ])art 
of  Congress  can  alone  effect  an  object  so  important,  upou  which  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  insisted  since  the  month  of 
May,  and  which  the  advancement  of  the  season  renders  still  more 
critical  and  pressing. 

Gerard. 


iirir v#»T.   Ill III 


'J  \-  iiiri.nMATic  coi!I(i:si'<>ni)i:nce. 

Ftaukllu  to  Joues.' 

PAS8Y,  Jttlg  8,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  mnoivecl  jour  ruToi-H  of  tlio  2J  nml  4tli  iriHtniiL  I  x 
Ron-y  for  tliu  ncoiiU^iiUi  Mint  liitru  ol>li(;o<1  your  little  8<|uwlnm  to  rtitn 
mill  roflt,  but  I  hope  till  nitty  bo  fur  tlm  IhuiI.  Some  diiys  siuvu  M.  i 
(^Iiitumout  h)uul<>il  to  uiu  the  huImIiuicu  of  w  luttor  wliicli  uoiilium 
ItttiuU of  tlio  iutitnictiuiiH  tliut  M.  do  Surtiiio  irialiiMl  luo  to  0ve  yon. 
hull  them  tniiislnloil  and  put  into  (hu  form  of  n  letter  to  ynu,  vliiidi 
HJf^tKMl  luid  giive  biu:k  ti>  M.  do  OUiiiintout,  who,  1  hu|)|iohii,  h:ui  m-iit 
to  yon.  I  huvo  i»>  oUier  onlcra  to  fiive,  for,  tw  the  court  ih  »t  Mie  ehi 
ex|>onR(-,  1  think  they  Iiitvu  the  I>e8t  riifht  to  direet.  1  observe  tli 
you  write  iibout  »  chiuifre  of  tliu  doHtiiiutiun,  but  when  n  lliiuft  btis  Imx 
once  considered  uml  deterniiiied  on  iu  couuoil  Uicy  do  not  rare  t^t  i 
Bumo  tliu  eonttideriitioii  of  it,  hiivioR  much  bnsiiieM)  on  hutid,  uml  the 
\n  not  now  time  (o  ohtiiin  u  nroiisJdernUon.  It  lius  been  hiiitetl  to  r 
tlifit  the  intetiMoii  of  <ird<'niig  juiir  eniiHe  to  linisli  »t  tlie  Texcl  is  wi 
n  view  of  ^etliTi^  out  tliiit  Hliip ;  but  tliix  should  be  kojit  a  xcfirel. 

1  can  stiy  nothing  nlioiit  0:t))liuu  liiUiduiH'  ]m7A\  I  kii|i|kmw  the  mi 
ister  huK  mi  ueetutnt  of  ir,  hut  1  liuvu  lieunl  nothiii{;  Trom  him  uImuiI 
If  he  reclaitns  it  oti  uecuuiot  of  his  )iJMS|)ort,  wu  must  thou  r^Hisid 
wtittt  Ih  to  be  done,  i  approve  of  the  luii-ounuge  proimsoil  for  the  Allim 
iis  »  ttiitiK  iieeeKKiiry.  A^tilieiH  wtid  to  he  n  reumrliiibly  tiwill  eutili 
I  slionld  hope  you  ini^^hl  by  her  uieaiiH  lake  koiuo  privttteerti  tuni  n  urn 
ber  of  itrisoiiers,  so  a8  (o  eontiiiue  the  euitel  uiul  redeeui  all  our  pu 
couulryiuen.  My  be»t  wiutiet)  ever  attend  yon. 
I  atu,  etc.. 

It.  Franklin. 
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agreeable  to  rae.  1  am  sorry  that  M.  Schweigbanser  decliDes  it,  as  be 
was  put  into  our  bnsiuess  by  Messrs.  Lee,  aud  it  was  tberefore  I  uamed 
him  in  the  request^  though  not  an  American. 

I  i-equest  you  would  make  inquiry  concerning  the  complaints  con- 
tained in  two  papers  I  enclose,  which  were  handed  to  me  from  the  Span, 
fsh  ambassador. 

I  suspect  that  some  of  the  English  cruisers  do  soinetimes  personate 
Americans  to  create  mischief.  Ijet  me  know  if  such  vessels  really  went 
from  Isanti  H. 

I  am,  your  affectionate  uncle, 

B.  Fbanklin. 


LoveU  to  Franklin.* 

rillLADKLPlIIA,  f/tt/y  9,  1771). 

Sir:  I  send  by  this  opportunity  journals  and  gazettes,  ^ith  some 
letters,  which  were  l<>  have  gone  by  way  of  visirtiniquo  some  time  ago, 
with  others  that  I  hope  will  reach  you  by  that  channel.  I  add  a  com- 
plete set  of  journals,  as  far  sis  they  are  printed,  viz:  First  volume,  sec- 
ond volume,  and  from  January  t)  to  June  12  this  year,  with  two  spare 
pamphlets  of  Nos.  2,  3,  11,  Pi,  to  make  those  already  sent  complete. 
Perhaps  1  may  have  the  honor  of  writing  again  before  the  vessel  sails 
oat,  though  she  is  now  hilling  down  the  river. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs* 


De  BouiH^  to  Gerard,  t 
[Transhitiou.  ] 

Martinique,  Juhj  11,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  ine  the  honor  to  write 
on  the  8th  of  June,  in  which  you  infonn  me  of  Congress'  want  of 
powder.  1  am  very  sorry  that  the  supplies  for  this  colony,  which  are 
much  less  than  they  ought  to  be,  will  not  permit  me  to  fninish  any  (o 
the  United  Staters  of  America.  The  iinin(*n8e  and  unforeseen  consump- 
tion occasioned  by  Count  (rHstaing^H  fleet  and  his  unhappy  expedition 
against  St.  Lucia  have  laid  me  under  the  neci^ssity  of  purchasing  up 
all  the  powder  in  the  hands  of  merchdnts  to  the  amount  of  Hfty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  you  must  be  sensible  that  nothing  but  the  most 
Urgent  necessity  could  have  induced  mo  to  go  to  such  expense  on 
account  of  the  ki»g  at  a  time  when  1  am  in  so  much  want  of  money. 
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Mr.  Bingham,  who  is  here,  an  agent  of  Congress,  will  be  able  to  pur- 
chase lead  of  the  merchants.    As  to  arms,  they  are  become  scarce. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

BouiLLi^. 

P.  S. — I  beg  of  yon,  sir,  to  use  all  of  your  efforts  that  we  may  receive 
as  much  provisions  as  possible  before  the  month  of  November  next  at 
furthest,  and  cause  them  to  be  addressed  to  me  either  at  Fort  lU)yal, 
St.  Pierre,  or  at  Trinite,  in  this  island,  and  that  you  would  not  let  the 
price  of  freight  prevent  you.  You  will  thereby  do  us  the  most  esseu- 
tial  service. 


CougresB— Conferences  i^th  French  Minister.* 

Monday,  Jufy  13, 1779. 

The  President  informed  the  house  that  lie  had  communicated  to  the 
minister  of  France  the  resolution  of  Saturday,  and  that  the  minister 
has  agreed  to  meet  Congress  in  committee  of  the  whole  at  12  o'clock 
this  day. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
time  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Laurens  reported  that 
the  committee  have  had  a  conference  with  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  France,  but  not  being  prepareiL  to  re[)ort  the  substance  of  the  con- 
ference desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved^  That  tomorrow  morning  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  subject  of  the  conference  this  day  held  with 
the  minister  plenipoti^ntiary  of  France. 

July  13, 1779. 

Congress  in  a  connnittee  of  the  whole. 

July  M,  1779. 

Congress  was  again  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  President  resnmed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Laurens  reported : 

That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress  the  committee  of  the 
whole  have  c;j..ferred  with  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  who 
introdnced  the  conference  by  saying  that  he  had  received  some  dis- 
patches from  his  court  which  he  was  ordered  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress, bnt  that  he  expected  no  answer;  that  though  it  was  not.  the 
usual  practice  to  offer  communications  of  this  nature  in  writin;;,  .yet  as 
it  had  been  intimated  to  him  by  the  President  that  this  mode  would  l>e 
most  agreeable  to  Congress,  he  had  committed  the  heads  of  them  to  pa- 
per,  not  as  a  memorial,  but  merely  for  the  assistance  of  the  memory  in 
a  form  to  which  the  term  of  ^^ad  statnm  IcgendV^  is  appropriated  by  the 
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usage  of  the  court8  of  Europe.  Tbat  in  roiuliii^  the  said  paper  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  iiiaki n^^  some  explanations  and  reflections.  He 
then  proceeded  to  read  the  ]>aper  herewith  deliverinl,  marked  No.  1,  di- 
vidiHl  into  seven  .irticles,  and  at  the  close  of  each  8ej)arate  article  he 
added  explanationn  and  rellections,  the  Riibstanceof  which  Ihe  commit- 
tee have  endeavored  to  recollect  and  committcnl  to  writing  in  the  pai)er 
marked  No.  2. 

No.  I. 

Jd  ntatuni  fegendi. 

Vmi.  The  kin^i;  li.iit  approved  aH  Mm  ovcrtiiroH  which  wero  iiiailo  by  his  ininiBtor 
plciiiiiot'Outiary  to  iho hoiiorabloCoiigrofiiir«Apoctiii^ the  afl'iiirH of  M.  do  Hoaiiiiiarohais; 
therrforo  a  lino  ought  to  ho  drawn  between  thoHtoroH  whidi  thin  gentleman  hnsbeeu 
|K)nniito4l  to  tnko  out  of  the  royal  nniga/Jue,  for  which  ho  haH  conntitntod  himself 
debtor  to  the  department  of  war,  and  between  those  nrtioles  wliich  the  same  gentle- 
man )ia8  bought  in  the  way  of  conmion  trade  for  tlie  uho  of  the  United  States. 

Hf'cond.  A  liiut  hnving  liorn  given  to  tlie  miniMtcr  phMiipotontiary  that  Congress 
dcsiro  to  rrrrnit  their  nliipH  in  France  from  the  Hnglibli  priKoncrs  tliere,  the  courts  in 
conmM)nonro  of  IiIh  reprcsmtiitions,  is  willing  to  facilitate  this  mode  of  recruiting 
fH*ameti. 

Third.  Tlio  king  and  niiniHiry  were  extromely  [pleased]  with  the  resolution  which 
CongrcHH  h:iM  taken  to  maintain  only  one  minister  plenipotentiary  at  this  court,  as 
well  i\H  witli  the  exeltisi ve  fi|>pointment  of  s«>  steady  and  lionest  a  man  and  so  firm  and 
solid  a  patriot  as  Dr.  Krnnkltu. 

FfMirth  1'lie  C'ongress  lins  given  very  great  satisfaction  to  the  court  of  France  by 
the  convenient  and  spirited  step  which  was  taken  to  disavow  a  certain  ill-grounded 
and  pernicious  doctrine  relating  to  the  mutual  obligations  of  the  allies  to  conclude 
no  truce  or  ]M'nce  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  eaeh  ot^'-r.  The  court  of 
Franco  is  of  opinion  that  this  doctrine  could  only  he  maintained  b^^  chose  men  whose 
aim  it  was  by  any  means  to  weaken  the  ties  of  the  alliance  and  to  create  disgust 
and  dilhdcnce  between  the  alli(;s. 

Fifth.  This  court  has  received  with  some  sur|»rise  the  intelligence  that  Congress 
has  published  the  treaties  concluded  with  it  without  the  previous  knowledge  and 
ctmsent  of  the  party  intercAtcd.  It  is  not  to  ho  dt^nied  that  such  a  proceeding  is  but 
little  consistent  with  reasmi  and  with  the  general  practice  of  courts  and  nations. 
Ncvert  iudess,  this  observation  involves  not  any  kind  of  reproach,  but  the  king  thinks 
that  so  nobht  ami  generous  a  system  of  politics  could  but  produce  desirable  ellects  by 
its  publication. 

Sixth.  The  intelligence  that  in  the  first  month  of  last  winter  there  wore  no  ade- 
quate preparations  made  in  America  towards  a  vigorous  and  successful  campaign  was 
rf!ceivrd  at  Versailhs  with  all  the  concern  wliich  the  daiigerof  the  United  States  and 
the  prolongation  of  the  present  contest  can  create  in  the  most  friendly  mind.  The 
court  of  France  is  fully  in  the  opinion  that  the  exertions  of  the  United  States  are 
neccMsary  to  bring  the  ccnnmon  enemy  to  a  proper  sense  of  all  the  disappointments 
which  ho  will  meet  with. 

Seventh.  The  court  being  very  desirous  to  acquaint  Congress  exactly  with  the 
state  of  affairs  relating  to  the  common  cause,  would  not  d(day  to  inform  this  honor- 
able body  that  the  court  of  liondon,  showing  on  one  sidt^  dispositioiiH  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  France,  rejeds  on  the  other  side  the  very  idea  of  a  formal  and  explicit 
Acknowledgment  of  the  iinlcpcMidence  of  the  United  States,  which  his  nictsfc  Christian 
majesty  pei'seveie-s  to  hold  up  as  a  ]>re]iuiinary  and  essential  condition.  The  behavior 
of  the  common  enemy  in  this  respect  rcnthMcd  a  great  deal  inoic  probable  the  con- 
jecture which  was  cominnnicatod  t>o  Congiesssoine  time  ago,  that  the  point  of  honor 
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anil  iiriilo  of  tliu  Kiii^'  of  Kii^liiiKl  will  lio  l.bi<  groiilrnt  obHt,a<ilii  In  tlio  codcIuhIoii 
)>cn(^  ii[ioii  tliiMO  DXjtIidI,  l«rmi;  »n-1  gwrhftim  the  nittiitior  of  overooiiiiiiK  tlijadii 
cult;  nill  of  cuiiiwi  Iioroiiik  tlio  intuit  dceiHJve  object  of  tliedellbentUoiMDf  Cougn 
wlinti  this  lioiiornblc  b<i<ly  Kball  ilutumiine  lo  iiinko  ponce  [it  ia  i>n»iiiipoaod  tbat  whi 
over  nteio  termini  mny  bo  bit  upon]*  Englnti'l  nIihII  treat  with  tli«  United  States 
witb  a  rro<>  )K)oplc,  aixl  bvnciikte  Ituiiieil lately  nil  tb«  torrltorlea  beluugiiiK  to  the: 

No.  II. 

Mr  mhilaiirr  of  irhnl  Iht  miiiUler  »ttid  nl  Ihr  rottfcrtnre  in  rxplaiialiini  of  the  ier« 
iirlielf  in  the  forefo'iiig  jiaper  marked  "ad  ilalum  legemti,"  al  rrjiorlril  hg  the  eo 


AiiTici.K  1.  Friini  tiio  billn  nnd  nccaiiiiln  with  nlnch  Coii(;roM  hnre  been  rnmiah 
by  U,  lie  IteitiiniiircbniH  C<iii|{roiiii  will  he  niiableil  to  iliatingiiiBh  thoae  nrtioles  nbl 
woro  [Imtrii  fniiii  Ibn  riiyiil  lungAEinoii,  mid  thomi  whicli  lie  aiippUeil  Id  the  way 
trotlo.  FoT  tbPHn  Innt  Coiigrnn  nill,  witboiit  dniibt,  iiinke  remitlmicea  t»  M. 
llcnniiiarchaiH  in  their  own  way,  toiinablulilin  tuiwrforni  thecontnuitaholiui'Utor 
itilo  OH  n  merchant.  TIi:it  for  the  forniur  nrticluN  l.ho  kill);,  bia  lunster,  takiUK  u|> 
liiiiiHclf  to  be  creditor  ti>  thn  Unitml  SUtoa,  wonld  wait  iiulil  Uou|[reaa  abkll  (Iml 
coiiveuioiil  lo  tunko  cotiL|H'iiHatioD. 

AiiT.  3.  ThoLi|>l>  liiH  c<nirt  hail  not  rcxnlvoil  to  retaliate  npon  the  pritouera  [ 
tlicir  hniKla  for  injririca  ilniin  t»  jirixoneni]!  tnhon  liy  the  coDimoD  ciieiiiy,  yut  fvr  t 
roaHoiiH  liRsigiieil  tbo  kiiij;.  liia  iiiniiter,  Inul  a'>Hp|il<'.il  to  llm  proposal ;  hut  in  carryi 
thin  inntti^r  into  «Ki>iMitii>ii  it  noiilil  bo  proper  Ut  luko  aiich  precautions  anil  lo  g\ 
snch  orilem  to  Ihn  ciLiilainH  or  otbnr  iwrsona  employed  in  Ibia  hnsinoaa  tbat  it  niig 
bo  inaiinKCil  with  pnidoiice. 

Art.  :I.  TIiito  is  ovpry  rciMon  to  bclinvo  thnt  CoiiKroiiM  will  very  soon  reoeiTo  proi 
(if  the  confidence  wlii<di  hia  cuiirt  nna  alwaya  nillin);  losliow  lo  thoaervanta  of  tin 
EitutoB.  Tbo  penioniil  chiiniclor  of  Dr.  frnnklin  will  cnitblu  tbo  court  to  act  witi 
frankni'sfl  bociiming  llio  nlliance,  and  they  will  have  no  occnalon  to  withhold  a 
1111)111  the  secn-ts  wbiiili  may  InloruHt  i.hii  Dnitod  Rtatca  and  tbo  nllinnc«. 

AiiT.  i.  Tlio  king,  bis  niiwler,  after  tliiH  explicit  Hlep,  roliua  witli  the  highest  con 
ilcnce  npon  l.iie  candor  mid  faithfnlncsH  of  0'»iKri-ti!i  in  iindnmlniidiiig  as  well  aa 
pxeuiitiiiK  thu  troaty,  and  in  rcjccliiig  cviny  arbitrary  and  nnnalnral  inlerrdation 


JULY   14,  1779.  247 

Art.  G.  On  ibis  he  observed  that  he  had  endea'.'orcd  since  last  fall,  by  order  of  his 
conrt,  to  impress  upon  every  mind  that  England  will  never  evacuate  New  York  will- 
ingly, and  could  only  be  brought  by  proper  exertions  on  the  part  of  America  to  think 
seriously  of  granting  independence.  lie  believed  that  Congress  had  adopted  a  sys- 
teni  coniformable  to  their  engagements,  and  to  the  situation  of  affiiirs  his  court  was 
bettor  informed  than  he  was.  But  without  reflecting  on  p.ist  eventH,  the  king  hopes 
that  his  amicable  apprehensions  will  be  ovrrcotno  by  the  success  of  the  campaign  ; 
that  henceforth  the  United  States  will  follow  the  exani))le  set  them  by  his  majesty, 
and  that  they  will  exert  themselves  in  their  own  cause,  an  his  majesty  exerts  himself 
for  their  sakes  and  in  their  cause,  which  he  has  adopted. 

Art.  7.  lie  said  he  was  authorized  to  tell  Congress  in  confidence  that  this  re- 
flection Is  the  result  of  the  obsorvations  which  the  court  of  Spain  made  upon  the  con- 
duct of  England  throughout  her  negotiation  of  mediation  ;  that  the  British  ministry 
seem  to  be  solicitous  to  bo  reconciled  with  France,  and  to  kocp  up  t.his  negotiation  ; 
that  from  thence  prol>ab1e  hopes  may  be  entertaine^l  of  their  internal  di.sposition 
to  peace,  but  at  the  same  time  they  reject  with  liaugbtinrRS  the  formal  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Indepenilence  iiiRistcd  on  by  France  and  Spain.  New  orders  have  boon 
given  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  London  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  those 
dispositions.  In  these  circumstances  the  king,  his  master,  ordered  him  to  comniuni- 
eate  this  intelligence  to  the  United  States,  that  they  may,  if  they  think  proper,  take 
under  consideration  if  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  give  their  plenipotentiary  iu- 
strnotions  and  full  powers,  founded  upon  the  necessity  of  the  conjuncture  and  upon 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  the  express  and  formal  t.erms  of  which  are  that  peace  shall  not 
lie  mmle  without  an  express  or  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  sovcreignt}-,  and,  conse- 
4|neutly  nud  Afortiorij  of  the  rights  inherent  in  sovereignty,  as  well  as  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  in  nuitters  of  government  and  of  commerce. 

This  substantial  alternative  in  an  engagement  which  is  a  mere  gratuitous  gift, 
without  any  compensation  or  stipulation,  ought,  indeed,  never  to  be  forgotten  in  a 
negotiation  for  peace.  France  foresaw  the  extreme  dinicultics  which  a  formal  and 
explicit  acknowledgment  might  mret  with.  She  knew  by  her  own  exporirnce  in 
similar  contests,  in  which  she  has  been  deeply  concerned,  respecting  the  re])nb]icR  of 
Holland,  Genoa,  and  the  Swiss  cantons,  how  tenacious  nionarcliH  are,  and  how  tvpug- 
nant  to  proiiounce  the  hnmiliating /ormff^a.  It  was  obtained  for  Iloll.-ind  tncilli/ 
after  a  war  of  thirty  ye.'ira,  and  expliciflif  after  a  resistance  of  seventy.  To  llii.s  «lny 
(lonoa  and  the  Swiss  cantons  have  obtaiufMl  no  n^nniirl.'ition  or  attUnowliMlirnicnt, 
( ither  tacit  or  fornml,  from  tlnrir  former  soverrigns;  biittlicv  <'nj'»y  tlKMrsoveirignly 
and  independence  only  under  the  guaranty  of  France.  His  conrt  Mionght  it  impor- 
tant to  provide  thatdifTicultieM  of  this  inilun*,  which  brside  nierrly  in  words,  slionid 
not  delay  or  jirevenl  America  from  ciijoying  the  thing  itHclf. 

From  these  considerations  arose  tho  v(uy  important  anil  explicit  stipulation  in  the 
treaty  which  he  just  now  mi*nti(med,  and  wliirli  has  reeoived  the  sanction  of  the 
United  States.  Tint  circumstances  seem  sncli  as  call  for  tlic  application  of  the  aller- 
native  of  tacit  or  ex]dicit  acUnowledjimcnt.  All  these  eonsiileralious  are  adduced 
that  Congress  may,  if  tln\v  think  proper,  consider  whet lirr  (lie  literal  execulion  of 
the  treaty  in  this  point  is  not  beeonio  necessary,  and  whether  the  safety  and  happi- 
ness of  the  American  people,  as  well  as  the  essonti:il  ]irineipli>s  of  the  alliance,  are 
not  intimately  connected  with  the  resolutions  that  maybe  taken  on  this  subject. 
And  it  renmins  with  the  prudence  of  Congress  to  examine  whether  instructions  ni»o!i 
some  particular  conditions  may  not  frustrate  the  salutary  ]>urpose  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance  relative  to  a  tacit  acd^nowledgment  which  the  situaticui  of  all'airs  may 
require. 

In  thus  executing  (continued  he)  the  onlers  I  have  received,  I  can  not  omit  observ- 
ing that  these  orders  were  givtMi  with  the  full  presuuip(i«>n  that  tlu'  business  which  I 
laid  before  Congn^ss  in  Kehruaiy  last  wouhl  have  he«Mi  settled  louj;;  helbre  these  «lis- 
patches should  come  to  my  hands.     However  sensibly  my  court  will  be  disappointed 
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ill  itH  i'\[i<'i'hitiiiiis,  I  nliiiir  mill  iicitliiiij;  tn  tlu'  Miri.riiinliori  :iii'I  obnTvnhniin  vliii 
with  tliu  n-nriiKMl  (rjil  fur  tlio  intiin-aU  i>r  liiitli  coiiittrini  luiil  by  tlio  <liiltea  at  i 
iiDlcn  mill  my  hiilniiHioiiii,  I  fiiiiiid  iiiyitnlf  IkiiiiiiI  hi  ilnlivnr  from  time  to  tinio  tu  C(i 
KrcHH  ill  ilioriiiiiHu  iif  IhiH  litiHiiiciw.  Thn  ftiiptvlioiitiiuii  «f  giviiig  Dowinnttertotbi 
who  ciiili<nTi)r  l<i  ilii-iiw  blnitio  iijhiii  Ci>n|>Tcw(  in  ii  iiDW  niotlie  for  me  (o  ho  ^lenl. 
lii'K  <^"'3'  'o  miiinil  tliiH  limiiirnlilo  limly  of  t1i<!  nfiiri'Haiil  iiiri>rniDtimi  iiiiil  Kfluotiui 
Biiil  (mrtiriilnrly  iif  IIkihx  tvlilnh  I  hnil  tlin  Iiiiiiiit  In  ilrlivrr  to  nil  niiwMiihly  nimllnr 
llir  iiii'Ki<iit.     1  nliiill  <itil3-  iii<iiKt  mi  .-t  iiinf-lo  |ii>iiit  wliidi  1  i-atublialiuil  tliuii  mill  eiii 

ill  (iiio  ot  my  iiiciiiiii inlH,  1 u'I,v,  tlin  iimiiifrnt  nnd  Bliikiii);  iiuctsnity  nf  ouabli 

R|iniii,  by  tlio  i1i'li-rii>iti,illiiii  nl' JiikI  and  imiiluratii  U^niii^  lo  prcu  u|ii)ii  KugUud  \ri 
hi<r  (!<Miil  oIUci'hiijiiI  liiiiic  liiT  iiicdintidu  to  nil  luami,  iu  (>r<1i<r  that  wa  may  km 
vllr^tber  wo  nm  lo  i>x|ii'('t  i>i':u'it  m-  wnr.  Tliis  nli'ji  In  IiHikH  )i|Hm  in  Kiirngie  im  ii 
iiieiliiilelf  m.'ci-miiirj.  II  miih  llip  ]irii|i<T  obji-ct 'if  IIihuhmhiihu  I  di-tivmcd  in  Febi 
nry  Innt.  I  tlinn  (■HlnliliNliiil  the  ntriiDK  n-niMiiin  which  mquiru  tliut  iit  tho  same  tii 
Mill  n'ilhnnl  ildny  |irii|i>T  tititnii  Nlimihl  lut  ndiTCil  l»  liin  Cntbolic  ni^Jesly  iu  oril 
lo  rdcoiiciii'  liiiii  prrti't'tly  lo  tlio  Amnricnn  iiilcri-Ht.  I  diil  not  coiiM'AI  tliut  it  iraa 
1«  fcnri'd  tbiit  nny  condition  incoimintc'iit  witli  tlie  MiUl.-liahcd  rnrm  of  tho  a\ 
nnrc,  nliii'li  in  Ihi'  binding  aud  only  liiw  of  llin  nlliiui,  nnd  conlrnry  In  tboliuoufcii 
iltiot  whi<:b  S]>iiii>  |iiirniii!d  In  the  conrHOof  bur  incdiutivii,  would  lead  iter  lo  drop  t 
lui'diitlioii,  nnd  inuvcnt  his  Ciilbolic  innji'niy,  by  motivrs  of  honor  nnd  of  fnitbfi 
iii><>ii,  frotii  joining  in  iiiir  coiiiimm  cnnKo,  iind  fhiin  oniniilulinK  tho  intcuduil  trinin' 
rnle.  No  Idha,  nu  niiliu|i|>y  ovcnL,  conid  Ito  no  boiivy  upon  tho  alliance  n«  tbia.  1 
di'i^il,  allhongli  thu  ItrlttHb  forvea  nre  ntruady  ko|it  In  chock  by  tho  combiuoil  oflin 
of  FniMuii and  Aim riio,  it  is  uovFrthoIcm evident tlint  tho nocewloii  of  Siiain eaii nn 
f-ivo  to  the  altinnco  ii  dccidud  anperiority  ade>iiiiite  to  our  piirpoaen,  and  free  us  frt 
tho  f»tnl  chnnro  Ibnl.  ii  Hiii);io  unluohy  event  may  iivortbrow  the  bithiilco. 

Tho  cnniniittro  lhi<]i.  tnklnRiioliceof  what  tlin  miiiislor  hnil  aaid  concerning  ft  tin 
nnntiranro  of  tho  imloio'iidenco  <>t  tbonu  RinUii  and  tho  Tolnetanre  of  tlio  King 
Gi'cnt  llritntn  to  iimko  an  exprcm  AoknowlolRineiit  thereof,  roqopHtod  to  know  I 
NMiHo  cciiiconiin);  the  niimncTia  which  suoli  tjiiiit  awiiruiico  o<nihl  be  given.  To  will 
hu,  proinrain);  Ihnl.  wliiit  honhonld  now  aay  ought  lobe  cniiaiilcroil  only  ftahinprlvn 
nijitimcnlfl,  replied  Unit  tho  llrtliab  nniirt  nonld  i>robnl>ly  enduavor  to  avoid  an  r 
lircsa  achnowlcdgmcntby  intilnting  pri-ccileniM  that  hnil  ucciirrud  in  EiiTo|>nonitin>il 
octamons,  iiiatanciiicHic  cawa  of  tho  Sniiw  canlone,  nnd  IbolIniUMi  rmvinep^  oft 
NotlirrlniKlB;  that  Mio  niodo.idoi<l«d  in  tim  latter  coho  hnd  bion  for  the  archdnkc. 
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is  November  7, 1778.  Two  da^R  ago  wo  received  several  lettors  from 
Dr.  [Arthur]  Ia\o  and  one  from  Mr.  Izaiil ;  tlie  latter  of  March  4,  the 
former  up  to  Ax)ril  G.  The  vessel  was  from  liochcllc  about  the  mid- 
dle of  May. 

It  was  uufortuuato  that  wo  did  not  get  the  information  of  Mr.  Ix^o 
earlier  respecting  the  designs  of  the  enemy  against  Connecticut.  They 
had  accomplished  a  part  of  them  a  few  days  before.  Will  no  one  under 
a  commission  from  these  United  States  retaliate  on  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land for  the  burning  of  our  beautiful  Kairliohl  ?*  A  single  ])rivateer 
might,  1  think,  show  there  a  striking  sample  of  the  species  of  war  car- 
rieil  on  by  Britain  against  America.  We  aie  told  this  evening  that 
Oeuerat  Lincolu  has  had  an  mlvantage  over  Prevost  in  an  open  field 
fight,  in  which  the  militia  behaved  to  admiraMon,on  the  20th  of  June. 

Wo  forward  two  letters  for  "  our  great,  faithful,  beloved  friend  and 
ally  Louis  Sixteenth,  King  of  France  and  Navarre."  We  submit,  how- 
ever, the  su[)erscriptiou  to  your  Judgment. 

You  will  manage  the  invoices  b^'  your  best  abilities.  The  probability 
of  success  was  held  out  to  us  by  one  who  doubtle.sH  makes  known  b3'  this 
op|>ortuiiity  how  much  our  inesent  circumstances  render  such  aids  essen- 
tial to  us.  A  reiH)rt  of  the  treasury,  respecting  the  just  stipend  of  our 
late  and  present  ministers  at  foieign  ccmrts  is  not  quite  determined 
ufiou.  A  deciKion  is  peculiarly  ncwssary  as  to  Mr.  W.  J>ee  and  Mr. 
I»ird  after  the  proceedings  here  of  June  8.  I  put  up  for  you  a  set  of 
the  journals,  which  have  l>eeii  ])rinted  this  year,  adding  some  spare 
nunibi'i'H  to  complete  what  have  been  sent  in  ])art  of  No.  15. 

i*resuming  from  report  and  a  ])a8sageof  a  letter  from  Dr.  Lee  that 
Mr.  Adams  is  on  his  return  hither,  we  <lo  not  write  to  him  more.  Should 
he  remain  in  France,  we  beg  heuiay  be  madeacfpiainted  with  the  cause 
of  our  omission.  Good  as  this  opportunity  is,  we  expect  a  much  bet- 
ter one  shortly,  when  we  shall  renew  assurances  of  being,  etc., 

Jamks  Lovell, 
For  ihr  (joinmiiice  of  Forc'ujii  Affairs, 

P.  S. — The  letters  and  papers  respecting  M.  de  T'lancy's  agency  were 
only  this  day  delivered  to  us  from  the  secret4iry's  oflice;  but  M.  de 
Francy  had  scxtuples  before. 


liovell,  for  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Arthur  Lee.i 

I'lIILADKLrillA,   fhdj/  10,   1779. 

Sir:  Two  days  ago  several  of  your  letters  came  to  hand,  tlie  latest 
being  of  April  0.  It  is  inucli  to  be  regret tiMl  that,  tliis  one  in  partic- 
ular did  not  earlier  arrive.    The  copy  of  it^  contents  was  sent  inline- 


*  See  nn  iu  tlioclcliisivo  clinracter  of  MiiN  inforinatton  Tiilioditctinti,  ^  150  151. 
t  1  Sparks*  Dip.  Jtev.  Corr.,  501. 
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liiiitcly  to  OovLiiKir  'J'liiiiiUiill,  l.iit  iilii«  Uk)  l:ik'.»  FairAeW  liml  boi 
dostroypd  by  tlio  fire  of  tlio  oiioiiy.  We  nro  iiiistnkcii,  liowercr,  if  tb 
oiicitiy  (loen  not  slioitly  liiiil  the  iinprofltiibleiiGSS  of  tliiy  kiiiil  of  ws 
faro  towiinU  llicir  inaiii  )iiii-]M)sc.  America  iiiiiBl  bo  dcwl  iudccd  to  i 
proper  ftpirit  if  rik-.1i  doiuga  will  not  reiiilor  tier  both  ns  vigilniit  ni 
iietivc  iia  in  tlie  iH-trinniii;;  of  (bo  contest.  It  is  matter  of  iiiiicli  co 
jtictiire  why  yon  liiivn  not  been  able  for  roiiiv  inoutbs  bnok  to  f:ivo  i 
int4-reRting  accoiinlA  fioin  Hpiiiii.  All  wo  know  is  Uirou;r|i  M.  Qenit 
Wo  biivo  6cnt  fiu  iiDiny  koIs  of  Ihe  JmirimlB  of  Oongross  thnt  you  w 
donblloss  get  oiio.  Tlioy  iiro  obic.lly  diit'cf^d  to  Dr.  Fnuiklin.  Yi 
will  lliid  tlio  parts  in  wliioli  yon  lU'u  poiKoiiiilly  interested  to  bo  and 
the  fiillowing  dates,  viz  :  April  (I,  IS,  l!(l,  21,  22,  20,  28,  30;  May  3,  S 
24,  25,27;  Jnne  8. 

Wo  slmll  R])pedJly  writo  n{;aiii  -,  in  the  mean  time  bo  nseured  that  i 
are  with  nuich  regiird,  your  bninblo  servants, 

jAMr.S  IjOTBLL, 
For  Ike  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairn. 

V.  8. — It  is  proliablo  that  all  the  p!i|H>rs  sent  by  you  up  to  May  : 
liuve  onnic  anfo  either  in  nriginnl.s,  dnplieates,  or  triplicates. 


-ProceediiigH  aato  Conditioiia  of  Facificstlou,  aud  particularly 
to  tUe  Mlaaf  aslppl  and  the  FUheiiea.  I 

[Fnipiiiiv  |.n>cMiIinK»,  w.- »«j.r..,  .Inly  I,  ITr-l,] 

July  17,  1779. 
L'ss  lesiimcd  Iho   subjei't  nndor  debate  the  first  of  this  mon 


Delaware 
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NewJcfBoy J  Mr.  IIoiiHtoii Ayo.  J^^®' 

C  Mr.  Sliinpoii No.    ) 

Pen  liny  1  van  i  a  <  Mr.  MiifilrnlM^rg Ayo.  >No. 

(  Mr.  McLouc No.    ) 

i  Mr.  Dickinnon Aye.  ) 

<  Mr.  Vim  ]  )ykc Ayo.  >  Ayo. 

(  Mr.  McKcnn Aye.  S 

M»..»i«».i  5  Mr.  Carniidiaul Ayo.  (  ...« 

^"^'^y'*"*^ }  Mr.  Forbi«4 Aye.  P^^' 

l  Mr.  SmiMi Ayo.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  (ilriflin Aye.  ?Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

SMr.  I'cnn Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Hnrko... Ayo.  /Aye. 
Mr.  Siiar|K). Ayr.  ) 

o     .,  ,^      ,.  (  Mr.  JjanrciiH No.    )n 

Sonth  Carolina J  j^,^  ^^^^^,^^^^ ^^.^  ^  0. 

So  it  wns  resolved  in  tlic  .ndirmative. 

Tlie  fonrtli  propoBitioii  wuh  then  rea<l : 

**TIiat  tlio  faith  of  Congress  bo  pledged  to  the  several  States  that 
without  their  nnaninions  consent  notreaty  of  eonnnerce  sliall  lie  formed 
with  (ireat  Britain  previous  to  such  stipulation." 

A  ni<»tion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKean,  to 
amend  (he  latter  part  so  as  to  read:  '<No  treaty  of  commerce  shnll  l>e 
entePMl  into  or  any  trade  or  commerce  wluitsoever  carried  on  with 
Great  Hrilnin  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on  her  pait  not  to  molest 
or  disturb  the  inhal>itants  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  taking 
lish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  Hsheries  in  the  American 
seas  any  wiiere,  excei)ting  within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the 
shores  ol'  the  territories  remaining  to  (ireat  i>ritaiM  at  tlie  close  of  the 
war,  if  a  ne^irer  distance  can  not  l)e  obtained  by  negotiation."* 


LoveU  to  A.  Lee.( 
t  Private.] 

Philadelphia,  July  17,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  13th  of  Juim»,  but  to  my  surprise 
found  the  letter  in  the  commercial  committee  room  on  the  lOtli  of  tluly, 
the  Martinico  man  having  left  it  behind,  though  he  took  the  journals 
and  gazettes  to  be  forwarded  l)y  Mr.  l>Ingham  to  France  and  The 
Hague.  My  above-mentioned  letler  was  sent  under  cover  to  Mr. 
Adams  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Franklin,  it  seems.  Mr.  A.  will  have  lett  France 
iKjforethe  A>/flcrr,  commanded  by  Cajifain  »Sai)et,  can  roach  it.  It  is  need- 
less to  co]>y  the  whole,  as  now  llie  weeks  of  the  Journals  are  printed  to 
which  1  there  referred  largely.     Some  parts,  how<»ver,  I  shall  now  le- 

*  For  Kub«o<(iirut.  prorrfMliiijjjK,  h«m«  iM/m,  July  lii,  1779. 
t  See  M88.  llavvunl  Colleg«\ 
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peat:  Extract  .liiiie  13:  "  Tlio  tonii  recaUed  having  been  used  in  reganl  to 
Wni.  Ia}^  and  iwpli.  Izard  with  an  i<lca,  Rtrcnnonsly  supported  by  sonic, 
of  bringing  them  to  Aniericii,  though  otiiers  who  were  aflirmativo 
meant  only  vcuialing  the  commissions^  a  second  resolve  passed  that  they 
need  not  repair  to  America.  1  give  them  no  oflicial,  now,  nor  shsill  I 
witliout  tlie  particuhir  order  of  Congress,  because  I  am  again  left  ah)ne. 

|Fron)  here  on  an  exact  copy  of  letter  Juno  13)  177U,  as  given 
above.] 

Letters  from  A.  Lee: 

Aug.  7,  11,21,27,31. 
8ej».  9,  30. 

Oct.  IJ),  r.  S.Nov.  29. 
Nov.  4,  J  5,  20. 

I  will  now.  Sir,  jidd  a  few  remarks.  Your  Quotation  from  Whitlock 
1  have  read  in  the  Congress,  to  strengthen  wliat  1  liave  oftx;n  urged 
there.  Notliing  can  more  naturally  suggest  itself  to  a  Politician,  one 
would  think,  yet  1  have  <iflirmed  Truth  when  I  lold  you  that  theCom*""* 
was  said  (o  be  now  an  useless  Institution. 

Wliat  remark  am  I  to  now  make  upon  Some  of  j'  (3oiuluct  referable 
to  the  5th  Line  of  the  3d  page  of  this  Sheet!  1  will  not  trust  my  own 
Judgement,  but  I  suspect  your  most  Steady  friends  here  will  did'cr.  I 
presume  you  meant  to  take  their  Opionion,  as  you  could  not  at  Such  a 
distnne^  judge  of  all  Circumstances;  Hlse  why  cover  to  M,  H.  or  K.  L.I 
At  present  a  Veil  of  Secresy  is  on  the  Business,  as  well  as  on  that  com- 
mitted to  K,  II.  or  F.  L.  or  .1.  Tj.  Your  Letter  defensory  luis  been  read. 
Y'  first  Letter  to  Shelburne  brought  that  Water  up  to  the  lOyes  of  some 
who  are  evidently  unfriendly  to  you,  which  is  the  Consequence  of  strong 
unexpected  Admiration.  The  Letter  from  Jennings  and  your  y\nswer 
is  as  valuable  Jis  a  marble  Pillar  erected  to  the  honor  of  y**  Probity  and 
prophetic  Sound  Judgement.  Lcnix's  is  as  honorary  to  him  as  a  Sensi- 
ble spirited  Gentleman  as  it  is  disgraceful  to  others.  All  the  other 
Vouchers  were  familiar  to  me.  I  have  been  so  engaged  &  so  unwell 
that  1  have  only  had  the  single  chance  of  listening  in  Congress;  but  1 
shall  renew  my  Pleasure  Soon. 

The  Report  respecl«  Supporting  the  Ministers  was  again  recommitted 
this  day,  but  1  told  the  House  that  I  could  not  risque  Censure  by  not 
odicially  informing  Mr.  W.  Lee  &»  Mr.  Izard  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
8tli  of  June.     Flow  easy  &  how  tollerably  decent  would  it  have  been  to 

have  recalled  their  Commissioners  (or  the  Ueasons  h *  down  in  the 

original  Report  of  the  Committee  of  l.]— vid  2d  head  Apr.  15Mi,  but  the 
4th  head  was  meant  to  accomplish  IIm^  point  with  you;  the  most  San- 
guine not  being  discouraged  at  the  Idea  of  killing  Doct*"  F-  second- 
arily, or  sacrificing  all  Character  in  themselves  of  Lnpartiality  upon 
the  Groundwork  on  which  they  meant  togibit  your  Fame. 


•  MSS.  t(»iii. 


JULY    17,  1779. 


25a 


But  I  havo  said  all  my  Eycsiglit  will  allow  at  ibis  lato  hour  of  the 
Higbt  and  the  Expiess  goes  off  at  Dawu. 
Y^  affcctiouate  Friend, 

J.  L.» 


Lovell  to  'William  Lee.t 

PiiiLADELriiiA,  July  17, 1779. 

Sir:  Committee  of  Congress  for  foreign  airairs  are  oHieially  in- 
strneted  to  inform  you  that  on  the  8th  of  June  hmt  past  it  was  resolved 
to  reeall  you  from  the  eouds  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  to  whieh  you  hud 
been  api>ointed.  I>ut  you  are  also  to  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense 
of  Congress  thnty(m  need  not  repair  to  Ameriea. 

You  may  see  the  proceedings  at  length   respceting  this  business  in 
their  journals,  printed  autliorilatively  by  J)avid  C.  Claypole,  and  being 
in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Kranklin  or  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  at  Paris. 
We  are  sir,  with  sincere  regard:;,  etc., 

JAMii:s  LOVKLL, 
For  the  Commit  lev  of  Foreitfn  Affairs. 


Lovell,  for  tlie  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Ralph  Izard. I 

rillLADKLlMlIA,  Juty  17,  1779. 

Siu:  Your  letter  of  March  1  was  rrad  in  Congress  three  days  ago, 
being  then  only  first  received  by  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 
We  should  have  been  very  happy  to  have  received  it  before  the  8th  of 
Ju::e,§  as  it  would  undoubtedly  have  founded  a  resolve  of  Congress 
more  agreeable  t^  us  to  coinmnnicate  oflicially  than  that  to  which  we 
must  now  refer  you  in  their  jouinals,  printed  authoritatively  by  David  i', 
Claypole,  and  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Franklin  or  Dr.  Arthur 
liCe  at  Paris. 

We  have  till  now  omittecl  to  forward  to  you  that  resolve  lor  .v<)ur  re- 
cidl  from  the  court  ol  Tuscany,  as  we  daily  expected  a  settlement  of  a 

*  ludurscMl  by  A.  Lee:  "  IJcc«'  tlic  llMi  of  Sr|»%  1779.     A.  h." 

See  I^vc'U  U»  A.  Ia-.v,  supra.  iiiHlor  dnli^  of  J«iiio  \'.\,  Lovrll,  us  \\\\\  I»o  (r:i(lieic(l 
from  the  «Ik»v<%  wjih  cloKcIy  allarlicd  to  Smiiiiu'I  A<laiiiN  and  tliu  Lees,  uml  was  2111 
iictivo  iiumiiImt  of  tlio  parly  in  op|M>sil.iuii  to  \Vasliiii;;toii,  as  wi'll  as  Kranklin.  Sec 
Introduction,  \S  II.     See,  liiitln  r,  Lovell  lo  A.  Lrr,  An«r.  W,  1771). 

»  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stato;   1  Sparks'  Dip.  Ilov.  C(»rr.,  (>.%. 

t  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stat«'. ;   I  Spark.s'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  7():J,  with  verbal  changes. 

^  In  Congress,  Jiine  H,  1771):  "Aeeordiiig  lo  iho  urd«'r  of  the  day,  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  considcraiion  of  the  re^iorl  of  the  coiniiiiMeu  of  thirteen  on  foreign 
nflairH,  and  on  the  question,  shall  Mr.  1/ard  bo  recalled  f  residved  in  the  aninnative. 

*•  A  motion  wa«  then  made,  that  Mr.  I/ard  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress tbat  ho  ueed  not  return  to  America;  resolved  in  the  allirmative." 


',X 
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(Ii-linite  n>.-oiii|ii>iisi'  (nr  ,v(iiir  Hci-vi,«-«  to  llii'so  Uiiileil  Slates.     I'.iit ) 
iiiodu  ordoiii);  btiHiiiostt  in  uiicU  an  UKScmbly  as  CoiigresR  will  not  w; 
I'liiil  iiiiriltiliiiiiiiig  until  hiivIi  HctllL-iiivnt  twine  iin|>ortant  pAiiers  coi 
mitiiiil  tu  ii»  to  bu  KMtl  tt»  ilie  cunit  of  Fiiiiiue. 
\Vu  lui',  tt  ilU  Biucfiv  i-vjjsuil,  et«., 

James  Lotell, 
For  the  CommiUre for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Congieas-PToceediiigB  as  to  Conditions  of  PaciSeatiou.  aud  partlculaiiy 
lo  Uie  Mississippi  and  the  lisherles.* 

I  I'c'i  |iiiiir  |iruocrillii);8,  pvn  HH/iia,  Jiiij'  IT,  I<TU.] 

July  22, 1779. 
('on^'ifru*  (triiitccilcd  in  the  <»)nHiilor!iti<ni  iir  the  snljijeot  under  dobn 
on  Die  litli,  and  llic  ([uostion  to  iigree  to  tUu  Hnieinlmont  resolved 
tlii-alllirnalive. 

A  nidlion  wnn  tlu^n  Jinide  by  Mr.  Iturke,  Beconde<l  bv  Mr.  Smith, 
Blriku  oat  the  wohIh,  "  without  their  nnaiiinuntH  uiuisont." 

And  on   the  qnuKlion  etlinll  tlioso  words  etuiul,  the  jeiis  and  na 
being  iwjairiid  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

1  Mr.  Wliiiiiils Ave 

i  Mr.  Pimbwly  Ayo.  j 

t  Mr.  (kiv.y Ayft  1 

■<Mr.  l^voll Ajc  >Aye. 

(Mr.  Unltiin Aye.  S 

I  Mr.  MitrL-liniit Avo.  i  . 

JMr.  Colliiw Aye.  i'^^°- 

!£S;""""'" ■"■'*••■ 


r  jlniiipnliirn 


Mossikcliiinoltfl  Uaj  . 


Kliuilu  iNlniiil . . 


»,.. 
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A  luotioii  was  made  by  Mr.  J3iirke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickiiisou,  to 
amend  tbe  propositioii  by  adding: 

^^  Provided  J  That  this  resohition  nliall  not  impede  a  troaty  for  conclud- 
ing the  present  war." 

On  tbe  queHtioH  to  sigree  to  tbis  amendment,  tbe  yeas  and  nays  being 
Hiquircd  by  Mr.  Burke, 

(  Mr.  (ierry No.    i 

Ma8HsiclniH0tt8  Buy I  Mr.  Lovell No     > No. 

(  Mr.  Iloltoii No.    S 

Ulimlv  ImIaihI Mr.  Collins N<».       No. 

g*^ »-...^  ^  Mr.  Hiiiitiiiirtoii No.    / . , 

(  Mr.  oponcur No.    \ 

I  Mr.  ,\i\y No. 

Nflw  York  '  ^'**-  Du.me No.     '  ^ 

^^^  ^^^^ Mr.  Morris No.     f  ^^"• 

I  Mr.  LowiH No.    i 

y^       I  S  M»*. '''oil No.    K. 

N«^^''"^"y {  Mr.  lIouHtoii No.    r"- 

I  Mr.  AriiiHtroii^r No.  ^ 

,,  .  .      ,  I  Mr.  Sliippnii No.    I  ^ 

rciiiiHylvaiiia j^^,.   M.il.Ubcrg No.    f  ^o. 

I  Mr.  McIjciio N<i.   j 

,v  ,  S  Mr.  Dickinson Ave.  jr.. 

SMr.  (lurniir.lnifl A.v<*.  ) 
Mr.  Henry No.    >No. 
Mr.  Forbes No.    S 

I  Mr.  Smith No.    i 

Virginia I  Mr.  Orinin No.    VNo. 

f  Mr.  Fleming No.    ) 


Mr.  IVnn Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina {  Mr.  Hnrke Ayo.  /Aye. 


Mr.  Ilewes No.    ) 

Mr.  Drayton No. 


„      .,   f.       ,.  Y  Mr.  Lanrenn No.    \  ^, 

South  Carolina <  \t„  i% *„..  kt^     >  No. 


So  it  passed  in  tlie  negative. 

A  motion  was  tben  ni(i<lo  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ihirke,  to 
add : 

^^Providedy  This  resobition  shall  not  be  binding  on  any,  unless  a 
majority  of  the  St^ites  in  this  Union  shall  sigree  to  make  peace  with 
Great  Britain  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  with 
Prance.'* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendnicnt  (he  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Ilanqmhire \  JJ''  W*'i»»»f I'''    i  No. 

'  )  Mr.  reanody N<».    J 

t  Mr.  Gerry No.    ) 

Massachusetts  Hay <  Mr.  Lovell No.    >No. 

/  Mr.  Hollon No.    ^ 


(JFllCKSrONDKNCB. 


fMi..Ti»y.. 


..No.   1 


Mr.  Dunne Ho.  I 

■  1  Mr.  Morris 4y».  i 

iMr.  l*wU Ho.  I 

1  Mr.  Fril Mo.    > 

■  (  Mr.  11ohkU.u Mu.    ( 

SMr.  AriiiHlroiiir Ho.  1 
Mr  Mull  It'll  liorg Ko.  J 
Mr.  MuLuiie No.    ] 

\  Mr.  Illckiiisiiii Ayo.  > 

■  i  Mr.  MuKi-nii N.>.    ( 

1  Mr.  (!nriiiiitlinol Aye.  1 

.}  Mr.  Ifciiry No.    J 


r  Mr.  8ni 
]  Mr.  (iri 


|""K Aye.  f 

li>l|iu  exouHOd } 


iMr.  Itjinclolii 

iMr.  I'ciii. Aye.  i 

"'"■"  "-■""""" ■  Mr.  llowM Ajo.  t^J"- 

I  Mr.Hliiir]io Aye.  J 

'""""  ^"'"l"'" \  Mr.  Drnytoti No.    i""" 

So  it|>iiSHU(l  in  (Iju  ncgiilivo. 

On  Ihc  qtii'stioii  lo  n^VKc  to  thu  |>i-o)iotii(iuii  as ainuiidi'il,  the  yei 
uiiys  lieint;  iv<itiiii;(l  l»y  flir.  l<'oi'I>C8, 

N«\v  ll:i.ii|isliitu Mr.  I'mlioily Aye.    Ayo. 


Aye.  ) 
Ayo.  U. 
Aye.  ) 


I  Mr.  llotluit 

Mr.  Haroliiuit Aye. 

(  Mr.  ItnuliiiKtc 
{  Mr.  S|i 


Ayo. 


No. 


No. 
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July  24, 1779. 
Gougre88  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  tlie  subject  under  debate 
the22il;  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  J )ray ton,  seconded  by  Mr. 
13nrke,  to  reconsider  tbe  first  proposition  inissed  llie  24th  of  Juno  last 
(see  p.  263),  to  tbe  end  tbat  tbe  description  of  tbe  ilsbery  tberein  may 
be  altered  so  as  to  ngree  witli  tbe  de8crii)tioii  in  tlie  fourtli  proposition 
as  passed  on  tbe  22d  of  tbis  montb.  On  tbe  question  «<8baII  tbe  lirst 
proposition  be  reconsidered!  "  tbe  yeas  and  nays  l)eing  required  by  Mr. 
Drayton, 

New  iu«p.h.ce J  Mj;  wMw;^  ::::;:;::::5}-  jno. 

V  Mr.  Gerry No.    ) 

MassacbusetU  Hay {  Mr.  LovcU  No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  Holton No.    ) 

Rhoilo  Ifllaml J  Mr.  March  mi  t No.    }^ 

I  Mr.  Coniiis No.    S 

Cooneetieut i  Jl*"-  n»mtiiigt4m No. 

I  Mr.  Spciioor No. 

{Mr.  Jay No. 
JI''IJ"ft»® No. 
Mr.  Morrifi No. 
Mr.  Lewis No. 

New  Jersey {  m*^' m*"*; 5"'    J  No. 

^  }  Mr.  Iloitstoii No.    S 

i  Mr.  Annstniiiy; No.    ) 

PeniKiylvania 2  Mr.  Miilileiiborg No.    SNo. 

(  Mr.  McLeiie No.    ) 

(  Mr.  Dickinson (oxcuscmI)   J 

Delaware 2  Mr.  Van  Dyke No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  McKoau No.    > 

"-'•»•"• !  Mr.-  "X,:::::::::::::^re:  i^^»- 

(Mr.  Smith Aye. 
Mr.  Klcniiiij; Ayo.  r  "-'"• 
Mr.  liamlolph Aye. 

(  Mr.  Burko Ayo.  ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Hewcj* Ayo.  >  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Shnrpo Aye.  S 

South  Carolina Mr.  Drayton Aye.    Ayo. 

So  it  passed  in  tbe  negative. 

A  motion  wjis  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
"Tbat  it  be  resolved  tbat  tbe  next  preceding  rcsobition  is  to  bo  so  un- 
derstood tbat  if  the  fisberies  tlierein  described  sliall  bo  eflcctually 
secured  to  these  BUites  by  Great  Hritain,  though  not  by  tbe  express 
fitipubiti(»u  tberein  mentioned,  these  States  will  agree  to  a  treaty  of 
icommeice  with  tbat  kingdom  on  just  and  reasonable  terms." 

When  the  question  wiis  about  to  be  put,  the  [)revious  question  was 
moved  by  Mr.  McKcan,  seconded  by  Mr.  McLeiie. 

And  on  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and 
ji^ays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

N-  "-""H"™ !  ^il:  KS.:::::-.  :::■..  Afo:  i^^-^- 

WH— VOL  III --17 
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■'"-""•' iM;:£;£"!;;;;v:;;;:i5^i 


rMT.jB! 
I  Mr.  I  hi 

lUr.Lo' 


rMr.  Jb; Afs.'t 

*'r.  Ihikiio Aye.  I  ._. 

r.MnrrU Aye.  [*»•■ 

r.  Low  in  ..... Ajn.J 


(  Mr.  Dickioaon Vn.    1 

I)ril;iivar» ?  Sir.  Vnii  Uyko Aye.  SAye. 

^Mr.McKwii Aye.  ) 

""'»— lK;:ffiK;;;;;;;;;:;:;K; !"- 

{Hr.Hmilli No.  ^ 

Mr.Onmu No.  1^ 

Mr.FlnmiMB No.  f""" 

Hr.  lCuii(1oli>li No.  J 

IMr.Pnmi No.  1 

Norlti  Cnriiliim i  Mr.  lltiTkfi No.  >No. 

^Mr.lluwo« No.  S 

SciiLliCnnitiiin Mr.  Drayton No.      No. 

Si)  it  was  c!vrrii-(l  in  tli»  aOiriiiatiTe,  and  tlio  maiu  (juesUou  vobb 
aside.* 


Oeratd  to  the  Prealdeut  of  Coiigreu.! 
[TrniiBtntioii.] 

rillLADELPlllA,  July  'M,  17T0. 

Sir:  TIio  ininiKtcr  |>leiii[>otoiitiAr,v  uf  France  Irita  ttio  lioiior  to  li 

bcrore  titc  Ooiigres.s  of  Uiu  Uiiiteil  SUilvs  oT  Aiiiericii  tlio  seqiiul  nftl 

])i'0Gcciliiie:8  inserted  in  tlie  public  iiiiiwrs  n^ninst  M.  Uolker,  consul 

'l>c  kiii^i,  iiiid  liis  iiiaJfwty'H  fjcneial  nnv.y  a^etil-.    Tin*  lirsl  imrtof  llii' 
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sequeiitly  belongs  to  Congress  to  protect  them  against  the  attacks 
which  may  be  made  in  their  persons  on  the  dignity  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  and  the  laws  common  to  all  nations  governed  by  the  laws 
of  police  relative  to  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions.  Congress  is 
too  enlightened  to  need  a  comment  upon  the  insulting  writings  which 
the  minister  lays  before  them.  He  merely  requests  them  to  take  into 
consideration  the  contents  of  the  letter  which  the  said  minister  has 
written  to  the  president  of  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
well  as  that  which  the  consul  of  the  king  has  addressed  to  him.  Copies 
of  them  are  annexed.  He  is  persuaded  that  Congress  will  have  the  less 
hesitation  to  take  this  cause  in  hand,  as  facts  are  involved  in  it  relative 
to  the  secret  of  the  alliance  which  have  happened  in  the  sight  and 
with  the  consent  of  a  committee,  and  as  this  reason  alone  would  justify 
them  in  taking  an  exclusive  cognizance  of  it;  besides,  the  consul  of  the 
king  will  most  fully  approve,  if  Congress  think  it  necessary,  that  the 
orders  he  lisis  given  have  been  exactly  conformable  to  the  agreement 
made  with  the  committee  and  to  the  territorial  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  they  were  executed. 

Agreeably  to  these  considerations,  the  minister  iilenipoteutiary  of 
France  has  the  honor  to  beg  and  formally  to  rcfpiest  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  Americjv — 

First.  To  be  pleaded  to  take  under  their  siiecial  protectiou  the  consul 
of  the  king,  and,  if  circumstances  require  it,  his  majesty's  other  ollicers. 

Second.  To  cause  the  public  notice  already  given  to  be  repe<itcd, 
that  M.  Ilolker  has  been  accepted  by  this  august  body  and  recognized 
SIS  the  consul  of  his  mo^t  CliriHtian  majesty. 

Third.  To  grant  to  this  public  oflicer,  or  to  procure  for  him,  justice 
and  satisfaction  lor  the  attacks  x)ublicly  made  on  his  honor  and  repu- 
tation. 

Fourth.  To  declare  that  the  consul  of  the  king  has  acted  conformably 
to  the  views  and  wishes  of  Congress  in  seeking  to  procure  provisions 
for  the  king's  squadroy  by  the  way  of  trjide ;  that  the  condition  of  these 
private  purchases  has  always  been,  that  the  articles  procured  should 
remain  at  the  free  disposal  of  Congress,  either  for  the  army  or  for  the 
bcneiit  of  the  public,  and  that  not  a  single  barrel  of  flour  should  be 
exported  witliout  their  consent  and  formal  authorization;  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this  ageement  the  undersigned  minister  1i<is  transferred  to 
them  the  hundred  and  eighty-two  barrels  bought  at  Wilmington,  and 
that  this  quantity  of  provisions  has  from  this  time  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

Finally,  the  undersigned  minister  requests  Congress  to  t<ake  the 
effectual  measures  that  their  wisdom  shall  dictate  for  protecting  all 
the  officers  of  the  king,  his  master,  from  every  unjust,  injurious,  and 
arbitrary  proceeding,  and  for  securing  to  them  the  liberty  necessary  for 
the  exercise  of  their  functions,  without  seeing  the  dignity  of  his  majesty 
and  the  honor  of  his  officers  exposed  to  further  insults. 
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TlioJLi8ti(;c  of  Cuiigress  Aud  tiieir  rcgnrd  for  tbelionor  of  n  mouar 
who  is  a  frieixl  niid  ally  of  Uio  Unitetl  States  will  doublless  prere 
tlio  Berious  discussions  and  the  misuDderaliiuding  which  such  procec 
ings,  if  they  are  iiot  promptly  and  iiitlbculioally  made  ameuds  for,  woti 
tuidoiibteilly  occiision.  It  Is  with  the  most  entire  confidence  that  t 
undersigned  niiuisttir  places  this  whole  affair  iu  the  bauds  of  Uongrei 

Gkbard. 

[  I'.ipers  rnferrM.  to  In  the  Airegoine  memorial.] 
No.  t. 
if,  Gcratil  lo  Ike  t'rttideul  of  IMe  SUtlt  o/  Vetiiitglviutia. 
[Tnn«l>lioii.  1 

PiiiUDBLriiiA,  JNljrSli,  17T9 
Sir  :  M.  Ilolknr,  nnvf  OKOtit  had  cudbuI  of  tbo  king,  laj  maator,  hai  puMontod 
ni«  liin  ilofHiiso  in  ruliilion  to  tbe  auBitioioDB  wliloli  Boine  bavB  Imbu  jileaBctl  to  oic 
cut  to  bis  roiiiliict  cniicRminK  tlio  BiibaiBtDnDa  oftbo  Krauoli  lleoL  I  k]i prove  and  c( 
firm  nil  tlin  cuiiloiitA  i>f  bia  letter,  anil  1  ilnclnro  tliat  be  boa  acted  on  this  occoaion 
Ilia  cnpni'.it.j  of  it  piiblioninn  and  anolTlcororhiauiuRtChrlallan  majesty,  andlbat 
tbo  ordcrx  tlmt  bo  him  given  for  the  said  Balmlstence  havs  been  given  under  my  din 
tiuii,  and  nitli  tlio  cunwnt  nod  agreoably  to  tbedcsireof  tlioooiouiiUeeof  thegenei 
Coiigrcns  of  tlie  ITiiiU'd  Sl4il.n8. 

1  bo|io  tliat  the  dufonao  oftbo  conaul  of  tbe  king  nill  aatiafy  your  exeelleucf  a 
tboBiBcnlivo  council  of  tbio  province,  as  well  im  urer>  bone«tnDdiiu]>raJudicod  nir 
At  any  tiiIo  M.  llolkir,  nnd  all  tbe  otber  cimmila  and  ofllcora  of  bis  most  Cbrlati 
m.-^jesty  acnttoroi!  tliningbont  America,  will  alwnyabe  rondy,  when  tliey  ahall 
properly  rcqnKstcit,  to  ntiawcr  an  tu  anything  that  shall  relate  to  tlie  Ibw  of  t 
country .  Itia  tlionnri'ind  will  of  bis  niqjcaty  ;  bisroprcHOutativeearoorderiMltoBco 
it,  and  it  is  for  tlitfl  rc.tHoti  tlint  the  oirora  of  M.  llnlker  bare  anticipated  your  nisi 
iu  tbin  Texpci;!.  Jliit,  nir,  in  pnyiii);  tins  JiiHt  tribnio  to  the  sorcroignt;  and  to  t 
t«rrilorinl  Inn-,  I  iiiiint  liavo  tbe  honor  of  obsorving  to  yon  tliat  there  ia  no  civiliK 
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If  thU  usurped  power  extended  even  to  actions  the  scene  of  which  was  without  the 
territory  of  tlie  state ;  if  it  were  allowahle  to  take  the  projiorly  of  a  soYoreign  hy  force 
from  the  place  of  deposit,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  tiio  civil  nmgistrato  and  in 
a  foreign  state,  to  which  alone  it  would  licloug  to  protest  a^uinst  the  violence  (»f  its 
laws;  in  fine  if,  after  assuming  the  pretext  of  taking  care  of  his  intoroste,  anyone 
should  dare  to  sentence  explicitly  or  hy  implication  a  foreign  king  to  pay  a  penalty 
or  fines,  and  if  the  pnhlioofDcers  were  represented  nHcnemiosof  the  conn  try  even  while 
they  were  employed  in  aiTairs  of  the  utmost  secrecy  and  uf  the  greatest  importauce 
for  this  very  country's  own  interest,  they  would  then  he  deprived  of  the  liberty  which 
every  eitixen  and  every  other  stranger  enjoys,  while  on  the  other  hnnd  the  terrified 
cltiseus  wonld  refnse  to  take  part  in  any  afi'air  relating  to  this  power  in  order  to 
preserve  their  repntntion  and  trnnqnilllty.  These  oflicnrs  wonld  then  be  prevented 
from  fulfilling  their  duties  to  their  master,  particularly  if  the  crime  of  falsehood  wore 
publicly  imputed  to  them  while  their  title  and  quality  wi^re  called  in  qncstiou,  al- 
ibough  publicly  and  authentically  acknowledged  by  all  tlio  powers  of  the  countr3'. 
Such  conduct  would  be  a  marked  insult,  and  this  situation,  very  near  to  a  state  of 
hostilities,  would  tend  to  destroy  all  confidence,  al!  commerce,  and  all  correspondence 
between  the  two  friendly  and  allied  nations;  and  there  would  remain  only  one  course 
to  be  pursued  by  the  representatives  of  that  which  should  be  injure<l  and  which  could 
not  obtain  immediate  satisfaction;  namel3',  that  of  seeking  an  asylum  in  a  country 
where  the  respect  which  a  nation  owes  to  an  indc|>endent,  friendly,  and  allied  power, 
as  well  as  to  its  repnisen  tat  Ives,  is  known,  and  where,  by  conforming  to  the  territo- 
rial laws,  one  can  rely  n]>on  the  efiVjctual  protection  of  the  sovereign  against  every 
injurious,  violent,  and  arbitrary  jtroceeding. 

My  duty,  sir,  places  me  under  the  necessity  of  offering  these  remarks  to  your  excel- 
lency and  the  executive  council.  Having  no  direct  credentials  for  the  republic  of 
Pennsylvania,  1  can  not  demand  reparations  from  it  as  a  minister,  and  1  cnn  only 
address  mymel(  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  forasnnich  as  the  facts  in 
question  have  all  hai»poued  under  its  sanction  and  by  it«  authorization.  Hut  my  de- 
sire to  preserve  the  decency,  harmony,  and  good  understanding  which  ought  to  prevail 
between  two  allied  States  will  justify  nie  in  earnestly  requesting  your  cxcollenc3'  and 
the  executive  council  to  take  iuunediately  into  consideration  the  preceding  observa- 
tions, and  without  delay  to  communicate  to  mo  your  o]Hnion  on  this  Mubject.  An 
explicit  and  positive  answer  is  indispensable  in  this  delirate  and  critical  juncture, 
in  order  that  I  nmy  take  the  measures  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  king,  my  mas- 
ter, as  well  as  to  the  tranquillity  and  to  the  honor  of  his  onirers  of  all  ranks  and 
denominations,  and  at  all  events  to  enable  his  majesty  to  provide  himself  for  tho 
maintenance  of  his  dignity.  Meanwhile  I  give  orders  to  suspend  every  proceeding 
susceptible  of  new  inconveniences,  and  every  operaticm  in  Mio  State  of  Pennsylvania 
on  account  of  his  ni(»st  Chrislinn  majesty  on  the  part  of  his  oflicers,  until  the  rules  to 
which  they  are  to  conform  shall  be  known  and  llxeil,  and  till  the  public  Is  convinced 
that  the  citizens  do  not  expose  their  honor  and  their  tranquillity  when  they  treat 
with  tho  ofilcers  of  tho  king  and  when  they  conform  to  tho  laws  of  their  States. 

Grrahd. 


No.  2. 

Holker  to  Reed,  President  of  Pennsylvania." 

[Translation.] 

Viiii.ADKLPiiiA,  July  24,  1779. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  excellency  Mr.  Dun1ap*s  publication 
of  this  day,  in  which  I  find,  with  some  degree  of  surprise,  a  ]»aragraph  levelel  at  nie 
and  my  official  transactions.    I  obHcrvo  that  notwithstanding  the  most  ox])licit  ami 

•  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Rpiirks'  I>ij».  Kcv.  Corr.,  0*24. 


My  uppliriitioii  to  yon,  Hir,  in  tliis  rcKpocl.  Hooina  to  li.ivo  heoi 
.iIho  yonr  Jn.st  nnil  poiiitnl  n'prr.scnhition  on  tliiH  Hnlijcct,  wliic 
coniinnnic.'it.o  to  ino  liy  yoni-  lotirr  of  iliis  <lay.      I  nin  Korry  to  r 
h{iv<^  actod  ill  coiiciMt  with   Ihh  t'X(Mill(MH'y,  our  ininiHtei   plonii 
^rcHA  lins  nlwnyM  beiMi  AppriHcxl  of  ilie  iHirclinscs  iiiiidc  by  my  ot 
))rovi8ioiiii  ptirchaned  mid  delivoreil  into  fho  hands  of  my  ag< 
times  at  the  disposal  of  Conj^rcss  in  consiMiiicnce  of  express  st: 
liavo  given  wiili  pleaMure  the  widont  room  for  inqniry  into  the 
cionsy  in  order  that  a  ihorongli  invcRti^ation  might  establish  pi 
pnblic  confidence,  which  I  had  the  greatest  rcoHon  to  expect, 
even  by  the  pnblications,  that  not  a  single  suRpicion  was  fouoi 
but  merely  on  siirmiKo;  still  his  majesty's  roprcscutativo  in  thii 
agent  general  in  all  the  ports  of  the  United  St^iics,  acknowled] 
gress,  by  yonrself,  and  the  board  at  which  yon  prejtide,  specially 
tion  with  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  procnring  the  nece 
majesty's  squadron,  expressly  fitted  out  for  the  defense  of  thee 
common  enemy  and  for  the  protection  of  his  dominions  in  An 
strict  line  of  his  ofiice  and  duty,  is  most  wantonly  traduce<l  to 
with  the  most  injurious  and  unfair  imputations  in  the  newspaix 
very  city,  where  these  facts  and  my  pnblic  cliaract«T  are  most  u 
eyes,  with  your  knowledge,  and  in  contradiction  to  your  persot 
probation. 

I  need  not  expatiate  on  the  evil  consequences  that  may  arif 
aggressions.  I  need  not  claim  your  interposition,  lint  the  rea 
torday  becoming  every  instant  more  forcible  and  more  pressing 
I  demand  the  most  immediate  exertions  of  government  on  this  o 

It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  1  sit  down  to  appeal  in  this  » 
executive  power  of  rennsylvnnia  for  justice,  lest  my  re<]uest  t 
opposition  to  the  rcs]>ectablo  motives  of  the  informers  on  my 
accountable  to  my  royal  master  for  my  actions,  and  obliged  toes 
to  his  repn^sentativo  in  this  State,  and  to  support  the  dignity  o 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  invest  mo.  Therefore,  it  is  in  com| 
that  I  submit  these  facts  and  the  repeated  insults  I  meet  with 
your  excellencv  and  council,  inlvimr  fiillvfin  \w»iir  eAi.ix*  ..r  .».^..-. 
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Gtorard  to  the  President  of  Cougress.* 

rTranslaiiou.] 

PuiLAD£LP]iiA,  July  2G,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  received  the  reso- 
lution of  OongrcsSy  dated  the  15th  of  this  montli,  in  relation  to  the 
supplies  of  provisions  destined  for  the  squadron  of  the  king.  He  re- 
quests Congress  to  accept  his  thanks  for  the  me4isnres  which  have  been 
taken  to  effect  tliis  important  object.  He  is  only  under  the  necessity 
of  representing  that  no  one  of  tlie  oflicers  of  the  king  cnn,  and  that  no 
American  citizen  will,  take  it  nimii  himself  to  receive  and  tiike  care  of 
the  provisions  destined  for  this  purpose.  The  unjust  and  arbitrary 
proceedings  to  which  they  have  been  exposed  terrify  them,  and  the  un- 
dersigned is  oblige<l  to  request  Congress  to  leave  the  said  provisions  in 
their  own  magazines,  and  in  t)ie  hands  of  their  own  oflicers,  till  the  time 
of  making  use  of  them  arrives.  This  request  has  more  particular  refer- 
ence to  the  Hour  taken  from  Wilmington,  and  which  has  become  the 
direct  property  of  Congress  by  the  transfer  of  it  which  the  undersigned 
made  to  Congress  in  one  of  his  latest  memorials. 

Gerard. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 
[TranBlation.] 

PiiiLADKLrniA,  f/?f?//  20,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  luis  received  with  grat- 
itude the  permission  which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been 
plesvsed  to  grant  to  him  for  the  expedition  of  the  ship  Defence,  IJis 
court  will  be  very  sensible  of  the  regard  which  Congress  have  been 
plesvsed  to  pay  to  the  situation  of  the  vessels  of  war  stationed  at  Cjipe 
Fnin9ois. 

The  said  minister  tnkcs  the  liberty  of  reminding  Congress  of  the  re- 
quest which  he  made  in  one  of  his  memorials,  dated  the  5th  of  this  month, 
relative  to  the  accusations  which  have  been  made  before  the  whole 
house  of  frauds  which  were  thought  to  have  been  practised  with  re- 
gard to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Defence^  and  of  other  vessels  loaded  with 
provisions  for  the  French  squadron.  The  undersigned  has,  by  writing, 
on  the  17th  of  this  month,  urged  the  committee  intrusted  with  this 
verilication  to  be  pleased  to  hasten  ils  re[»ort,  and  he  takes  the  liberty 
of  addressing  the  same  request  to  the  Congress  of  tho  United  States 
itself.  Congress  is  also  referred  to  the  reflections  contained  in  his  said 
memorial  of  the  5th  instant. 

(lERARD. 


»  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  C.IH. 
t  MSS.  Dcp.  of  State;  r»  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  GI8. 
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0«iatd  to  the  President  of  Congt^a*.' 
[I'nuinlntlati.  ] 

PniLADKLPlllA,  JhI)  28,  1779, 

Sir:  TIio  iiiiiiiHior  plotiipotcntlnry  or  Franco,  tliitikiiig  it  neccssn 
to  liiy  licfore.  CinigrcR!^  nil  tlic  hiforinntioii  relative  to  ILg  nfTivir  of  t 
tlonr  froi'ii  Wiliiuii^'toii,  hm  tlio  lioiior  to  niiiicz  tlio  copy  of  a  Ictl 
wliicli  tlic  presiilciit  or  Uio  executive  coiiiicit  orPeiiiisylvniiia  Ims  wr 
t(;ii  to  M.  Ilollier,  i\n  well  as  of  tlio  tliruo  piitccs  wliicU  were  mitioxed 
tills  U>tl4^r,  tiiiit  of  wliiuli  tliiH  council  liua  inrornicd  tliOBoid  preside 
tlrnt  lie  rotiiiiK'd  )v  ropy. 

The  iniclRrsigiied  miniflter  iiinat,  »t  tlie  Rnino  time,  have  tlie  lioiior 
rcprcRciit  to  Congress  timt  liois  inrornicd  tlint  Micro  will  lie  a  now  nin 
iiig  of  the  city  on  Mondny  morning,  nml  tlint  the  critical  state  of  aQ'ai 
Bi;cinH  to  re<|nii'6  tlint  it  sliould  be  socii  lit,  bcforo  lliis  time,  to  ta 
minic  cll'uclnal  nicasiii-os  coufurniable  to  Die  petition  and  to  (lie  rcqiit 
wlitiili  lio  lins  liad  tlio  honor  to  address  to  Uoiigrosa;  otlierwiso  t 
iindursigiicd  niid  tlio  oMicr  oRlcorR  of  the  king  would  bare  do  prob 
tioti  and  no  necniity  ngidiist  tbe  eflcets  of  tbo  nnjiist,  injurious,  a 
violent  principlc.i  iind  pro<!co^liiig8  of  wbicli  tlie  8»{d  minister  bas  eo 
jilainod;  and  lie  wonid  bo  compelled  lo  leave  I'biludeljibia  and  I'ci 
aylvnnia,  in  ordc^r  to  sock  an  asylum  in  another  State,  where  IILkm 
and  protection  coidd  be  twicnred  to  him  till  ho  could  receive  the  ordi 
of  tho  king,  IiIk  mnster. 

(iKRAKl). 
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No.  8, 

In  Council,  PkUadelphlat  JnJif  23,  1779. 

A  pApcr,  dated  in  conimittce,  and  signed  Willinin  TTenry,  clmirnian,  in  answer  to 
the  reference  made  by  this  board  on  tbe  14th  iustaut,  having  been  rcivd, 

Ordered,  That  tbe  secretary  do  write  to  the  said  Mr.  Henry,  to  inform  him  that  the 
papers  allndcd  to  in  said  answer  did  not  accompany  it,  and  to  desire  that  tliey  may 
be  forwarded  as  soon  as  convenient. 

The  president  having  informed  this  board  that  M.  Holkor  had  conferred  with  him 
on  the  aliove  representation,  and  showed  a  copy  tliereof  recoiveil  i>y  liim  (M.  Ifolker) 
from  the  committee,  andreqnested  that  this  board  would  ]>ointont  such  parts  tliereof 
as  may  appear  to  convey  any  imputations  upon  him  or  distrust  of  liis  faitliful  per- 
fonnsnce  of  his  duty  as  a  public  ofTlcor, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  paper  be  furtlicr  considered  to-morrow,  that  a  proper  answer 
may  lie  given  to  tlie  said  request. 

Extract  from  the  minntes.  Jamrs  TniMnLF, 

For  T.  Matlack,  Sea'clary. 

No.  3. 
ifosepk  Reed  to  William  Henry ^  chairman  of  Ihe  committee. 

Walnut  Street,  Jnly  23,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  this  morning  the  report  of  tlie  committee  on  tbe  nflairs  of  Bl.  llolker, 
which  by  particular  accident  I  was  prevented  from  laying  before  the  council  this 
moniiug.  I  observe  it  is  iiroposed  to  publish  it,  but  I  presume  this  does  not  mean 
an  immediate  pnblication,  as  there  will  be  an  indelicacy  and  violation  of  usual  forms 
to  do  this  until  a  return  bus  biH^n  nfliciall}'  made  thereupon  by  us  to  Congress,  through 
whom  the  matter  came  to  us.  In  all  esses  of  petitions  or  other  papers  to  be  presented 
to  any  public  boily  I  take  it  to  be  a  standing  ruin  that  the  matter  shall  be  first  com- 
municated to  them  boforc  it  is  ))ubli8lied  to  the  world.  Am  I  oliRfrvo  you  have  sent 
a  copy  to  Mr.  llolker,  1  prosiinin  it  is  intended  thereby  to  give  him  :in  opjiortiinity  to 
explain,  dniy,  or  n<1init  Rurh  a  part  of  it  as  he  may  think  propor  to  do.  A  ]Mib1ioa- 
tion  will  in  8onie  nioa.surodobar  him  from  thiH,  whcrenH  at  :i  future  day,  if  the  ])ublica- 
lion  is  still  thought  nceesMary,  the  whole  niny  be  given  t o;rc.i]n>f  ^  at  nil  evontn,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  council  to  make  ^onie  report  lo  CongroKs,  in  which  this  nar- 
ration will  appear.  As  to  tlie  llonr  itself,  perhaps  there  may  he  no  inconvenience  in 
letting  it  remain  a  few  days  in  its  present  condition.  My  earncHt  wish  is  that  this 
busine^<<  may  be  rondnctod  without  fear,  favor,  or  ]>nrtia1ity  to  the  real  intercHtsof 
the  community,  all  first  suspicions  converted  into  solid  proof,  and  those  of  a  contrary 
kind  effectually  banished. 

The  good  sense  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  addrcMS  mys<^lf  wilt,  I  am  persuaded, 
make  the  necessary  and  present  distinction  between  ]>crsonH  acting  in  n  public  cajmc- 
ity  and  character,  especially  of  another  nation,  and  our  own  citizeuH,  who  are  to 
stand  or  fall  by  their  own  laws  and  the  estimation  of  their  countrymen. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  etc., 

JosKrii  Reed. 


No.  4. 
IVilUam  Henry  to  Joatph  lUcd. 

Committee  Room,  Friday  Afternoon^  5  O'clocl:. 

Sir:  We  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  this  morning,  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  in 
answer  thereto,  that  Mr.  Morris  having  already  published  an  account  of  tlic  flour, 
both  in  behalf  of  himself  and  M.  lloliter,  as  may  be  Judged  by  his  publishing  M. 
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Holker's  letters,  and  thnt  publication  being  prior  to  any  report  from  the  coancil  to 
Congress,  we  coucoivo  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  onr  now  taking  the  matter 
pnblicly  np.  Dcsiiles  which,  wo  apprcJiend  ourselves  laid  under  an  innucdiato  noces- 
81  ty  to  give  satisfaction  to  our  fellow  citizens  on  the  subject,  and  (o  publish  our  pro- 
ceedings for  the  previous  consideration  of  the  meeting  on  Monday. 

M.  Holkcr,  we  oonceiyo,  ought,  in  justice  to  himself,  to  have  appealed  to  the  coun- 
cil agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  he  has  not  done.  We  have  de- 
ferred the  matter  to  the  last  moment,  and  can  not  now,  without  exposing  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  committee,  defer  it  longer. 

Your  excellency  is  sensible  that  nothing  but  the  most  pressing  necessity  could  in- 
duce us  to  depart  from  the  advice  you  are  pleased  to  give,  and  we  request  you  to 
accept  the  reasons  we  have  assigned  as  an  apology  for  so  doing. 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  sorvnnt, 

WiLUAM  Hrnrv, 

Chairman, 


All  tbo  above  memorials,  letters,  and  papers,  received  from  the 
minister  this  day,  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  namely,  Mr. 
Uuntingtou,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  McKean,  who 
were  instructed  to  confer  with  the  president  and  the  supreme  executive 
council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  with  the  minister  and  consul 
of  France,  and  to  prepare  aud  report  a  state  of  facts,  together  with 
their  opinion  of  the  measures  proper  for  Congress  to  adopt  thereupon. 


Holker  to  Gerard.' 
[Translation.] 

PiiiLADELrniA,  July  29, 1779. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  several  annexe<l  certilicatea, 
which  have  been  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  lluinford  of  Wilmington.  As  these 
])apers  have  a  direct  rehition  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  llumford  and  to  the 
seizure  made  of  the  tlour  bought  by  him  for  the  king's  squadron,  and 
as  they  n)ay  give  room  for  fuller  information  as  well  with  regard  to  my 
transactions  as  to  that  of  this  commissary  or  of  every  one  else  in  rela- 
tion to  the  said  Hour  seized,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  request  you  to  trans- 
mit them  as  soon  as  possible  to  Congress,  informing  that  body  that  I 
have  seut  duplicates  of  them  to  the  council  of  the  StaU3  of  Pennsyl- 
vauia.  I  hope  that  there  will  be  found  in  them  proofs  of  the  desire 
which  has  always  animated  me  to  conform  in  everything  to  the  resolu- 
tions or  recommendations  of  Congress,  :is  well  as  to  dispel  all  the 
doubts  or  suspicions  which  insinuations,  assertions,  or  publications 
could  have  shed  upon  me.  I  dare  even  (latter  myself  that  I  shall  at 
last  receive  the  satisfactory  testimonial  to  which  my  conduct,  my  trans- 


•r» 
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actions,  pablio  or  private,  in  everything  tbat  can  concern  the  United 
States  of  America,  seem  to  entitle  me  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
I  am,  sir,  i^espectfully,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

IIOLKElt. 


Congress — Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 

to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceediugv,  see  Bupra,  July  2'(y  17T1).] 

July  29, 1779. 
Tlie  fifth  ])ropo8ition  (see  p.  255)  being  read, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Burlce,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
Resolved^  Tiiat  tiie  consideration  thereof  be  iM)8tponed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  se(}onded  by  Mr.  Huntington, 
Besolvedj  Tliat  if  after  a  tre^ity  of  peace  witii  (ireat  liritsiin,  she 
shall  molest  the  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  United  States  in 
taking  fish  on  the  banks  and  places  described  in  the  resolution  passed 
the  22d  day  of  July  instant,  such  molestation  (being  in  the  opinion  of 
Congress  a  direct  violation  and  breach  of  the  peace)  shall  be  a  common 
cause  of  the  said  States,  and  the  force  of  the  Union  be  exerted  to  ob- 
tain redress  for  the  parties  injured. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Smith, 

N-  Ha...H.ho \  SIJ:KJS::::::;:::::1>:::  \^y^. 

Mr.  Ocrry Aye.  ) 

ye.  V 
yo.  ) 

T*i     1    V  1..  1  S  ^li'>  Marcliiiiit Aye.  }  . 

niimlo  lHlaii.1 J  J,,.  ^.„„i,,^ ^^>,^  J  A  JO. 

Connecticut {  Mr.  ll.iiitinKt.m Ayo.  L 

I  Mr.  Spcucor Ayo.  ) 


MattHucliiiHcttH  Hjiy /  Mr.  Lovoll Aye.  J* Ayo. 

(  Mr.  Holton A; 


C  M r.  .lay Aye.  ) 

New  York <  Mr.  Diiaiio Aye.  >  Ayo. 

(  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  ) 

NewJor«ov ^.JI'm""'; ^^'jAye. 

^  Mr.  Jloiistoii Aye.  S    ^ 

{Mr.  Ai'iiistron^ Ave. 
"'••  ^.""••'"•: Ay-. 
Mr.  Miilileiiberi; Aye. 
Mr.  McLoiio Ayr. 

C  Mr.  DicUiiiHdti Ay** 

Delaware \  Mr.  Van  Dyko Ay 

Mr.  McKeaii Ay 

Mr.  Cannicliael No. 

Maryland {  Mr.  lloiiry 

Mr.  Forbes 

Mr.  .Smith No. 

Virj^iiiia {  Mr.  Flcniiii}]^ No.     SNo. 

Mr.  Uaiidolph No.    ) 


'  M8S.  Bocrot  JournaU  of  Coiigrew,  comparing  printed  jonrnaln. 
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IMr.  Toim No.  A 

Mr.  llarDot. No.  I 

Mr.  liiirkd No.  >N. 

Mr.  Ilotrw Bo.  ( 

Mr.  ShATiw N«.  J 

!Mr.  Ijiiiireiw No.  ) 

Mr.  Malliows No.  >Ni 

Mr.  Diujton No.  \ 

So  it  wna  resolvtHl  in  tlie  nBlrmuUve.* 


Geratd  to  the  Prealdant  of  ConBTe««.l 
[TrKDslAtinii.] 

rillLAltBLPIIIA,  Jvlg  30,  177ff. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Kiimfonl  lins  sent  to  tlie  consul  of  tlio  king  some  new  ili 
nnicnts,  wliicli  tlirow  great  light  on  tlio  nfl'iiir  or  tlio  flour  from  W' 
ntington.  I  have  the  honor  to  forwanl  them  to  you,  In  tlie  hope  tL 
.voii  will  be  |)leafie(I  to  Iny  tlicui  Itefore OongresB,  as  well  na  the  letter 
M.  llolker  which  nccompnnioa  tlicm. 

I  have  titc  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  yoar  most  hii 
ble  nud  obedient  servant, 

Okbard. 


In  Oonorbss,  Jnlg  30, 1779. 

The  nbore  pa|ierR  were  referred  to  the  coiuniittee  of  five  before  nu 
tioncd,  who  on  the  2d  of  Angust  delivercMl  in  a  report,  whereupon  C< 
grcsH  came  to  the  following  reRoliitions : 

liaiolped,  That  the  minister  of  Franco  bo  aRSnred  that  Congress  n 
at  all  times  ntTord  evt^ry  countenance  and  |)rotection  to  the  consuls  a 
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for  snoh  matters  and  Uiiugs  in  the  said  publications  or  transactions  as 
may  be  against  tbe  laws  of  nations  shall  bo  carried  on  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States. 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  president  and  su- 
preme executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  have  taken  proper  measures  to 
restore  the  flour  taken  from  the  agents  of  M.  Eolker. 


Congress— Prooeeding^a  as  to  Conditious  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 

to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceoclings,  see  BHpra,  July  29,  1771).] 

July  31, 1779. 

The  subject  being  again  resumed  a  motion  was  made  by  Mn  Uerr3', 
seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant,  to  take  into  consideration  the  third  i)i'oposi- 
tion  (see  page  254),  which  was  postponed  on  the  17th  instant  (see  page 
270) ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Ne-  "-H- j  SlJ:  »j:5:::::.:::::Aji":  !^^«- 

(  Mr.  Gerry Ayo.  ) 

MnfwachiisetU  Bny I  Mr.  Lovoll Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Uolton Aye.  ) 

„,    ,    t  i„.  J  (  Mr.  Marcliant A\^e.  ?.„^ 

Rhode  iBlaud |  Mr.  Collins Ayo.  r^®' 

^,  ....  S  Mr.  lIuntiDirton No.    (^^ 

Comiecticnt J  Mr.  Spencer No.    r«- 

{Mr.  Jay No.  i 

Mr.  Ouaiio No.  I  ^t„ 

Mr.  Morris No.  f^"' 

Mr.  Lewis No.  J 

^       ,  ^  Mr.  Foil No.  ?M^ 

^"^^•'""^y i  Mr.  Houston No.  r^"' 


K    VNo. 


(  Mr.  Armstning Aye. 

j  Mr.  Sliippon Aye. 

PennsylTauia <  Mr.  Soarlo No.    ^Aye. 

I  Mr.  Mnlilenl)erg No. 

(Mr.McLono Ave.  1 

Mr.  Dickinson No. 

Delaware  ^  Mr.  Van  Dyke No. 

Mr.  McKean No. 

Mr.  Canuicliael No.    ) 

Mary  In  ml ^  Mr.  Henry No.    >No. 

Mr.  Forbes No.    ) 

Mr.SmiUi No.    > 

Virginia ^  Mr.  Fleming No.    >No. 

Mr.  Randolph No.    S 

f  Mr.  *IN*nn No. 

I  Mr.  Harnet No. 

North  Carolina {  Mr.  Hnrke No. 


<  Mr.  linrke No.     > 

I  Mr.  Howes No. 

(Mr.  Sharpe No.    j 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


No. 


Mr.  Laurens Aye. 

South  Carolina i  Mr.  Mathews No.    )'No. 

Mr.  Drayton No. 


*MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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Coiif^retia  tlicit  iirucccdcd  tu  tito  coiisiderntioii  of  tlie  report  of  tl 
cotniuitteo  on  tlio  letters  from  W.  i/CB  and  the  coniniDnicattoiiB  of  tl 
iiiiiiistcr  of  Fniiieo;  mid  tlie  preliminary  article  being  rend  (see 
185),  viz  :  "llint  incTlniis  to  any  trvnty  or  iiegoCiatioii  fur  ponco,  tl 
liberty.  Bovcrcigiity,  mid  iiide|>eiidonco  of  tlieso  Uiiited  States,  as  wt 
ill  ninttora  of  govcrtimeiit  as  of  commerce,  be  acknowledged  oil  the  pa 
of  Grent  Hritiiin." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duanc,  after  tl 
word  "iickiiowlcdged"  to  insert  tlie  words  "or  tacitly  assured."  Ai 
on  the  ipieation  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  tlie  yeas  and  nays  beii 
rctjiiircd  by  Mr.  Uerry, 


flllay  .. 


tiliiHlii  Inlniiil 


Mr.  Whll'plo No. 

Mr.  Ooiry No,    1 

Mr.I>i>v«ll ...No. 

Mr.  llolton Aye.  ^ 

Mr.  Mareliarit No.    J 

Mr.  Collins No.    i 

.  .,,  (  Mr.  n.iiitii>filoii 


)  Mr. 


..No. 


{Mr.  Jay Aye.! 
Mr.  niinna Aye.  I 
Mr.Morria Ho.  ( 
Mr.  Lowis Aye.  J 

..A,«.  i 


(  Mr.  Foil.. 
-)  BIr.  lEniiBt 


r.  lEniiBtou.. 

{Mr.  AriiiBtroDg No.  1 

Mr.Sonrlo No.  I 

Mr.  Miililuiiliorii No.  I 

Mr.  MoLciio No.  J 

(  Mr.VniiUyke N«.  J 

>Mr.  MoKiwii No.  I 

\  Mr.  I'orbcs ' Aye.  i 

r.t'-mlti Ajo.l 

■.  Fliimiiij; Ay( 
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is  added  our  experience  of  your  personal  friemlship  to  America  and 
yonr  attaclimeut  and  engaging  deportment  to  the  citizens  of  PennsjI- 
vania  of  every  rank,  all  professions  on  our  psirt  to  make  your  residence 
in  the  State  happy,  easy,  and  honorable  must  be  unnecessary.  It  is 
not  easy,  therefore,  for  us  to  find  language  to  express  our  concern  at 
any  transaction  which  may  disturb  your  repose  and  interrupt  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  functions  discharged  with  so  much  honor  to  yourself  and 
satisfaction  to  those  who  are  called  to  take  any  part  in  public  af- 
fairs. 

In  some  communications  which  the  honorable  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us  we  also  see  with  great  concern  that  apprehen- 
sions are  exjiressed,  the  reality  of  which  we  should  deplore  as  an  evil 
of  the  first  magnitude.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia and  of  Pennsylvania,  can  not  entertain  sentiments  so  unworthy ; 
but  if  there  are  any  so  lost  to  every  sense  of  propriety,  decency,  and 
order,  the  authority  of  the  State  hiis  power  equal  to  its  inclination  to 
check  and  suppress  so  licentious  and  wicked  a  ]>rocedure. 

We  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  dismiss  every  idea  so  painful  and  so 
dishonorable  to  us  as  that  of  personal  insult,  and  repose  confidence  in 
us  when  we  confirm  to  you  our  assurances  of  the  aflection,  respect,  and 
esteem  of  our  constituents.  And  if  there  are  any  jiersons  who  presume 
to  insinuate  dangers  of  outniges,  as  suggested  in  your  representations, 
we  most  earnestly  request  you  to  consider  them  either  as  ignorant  of 
the  real  sentiments  of  those  of  whom  they  speak,  or  as  acting  from  less 
honorable  motives. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  iUMiuaiuting  you  that,  upon  the  requisition  of 
this  board,  the  flour  in  question,  and  which  has  given  rise  to  this  un- 
happy discussion,  is  delivered  up  to  this  board,  and  that  it  is  ready  to 
be  put  into  the  disposal  of  M.  llolker,  or  any  ]>erson  he  may  direct, 
for  the  pur|>oses  of  its  original  destination,  without  any  condition  or 
restriction;  a  measure  which  we  hope,  both  as  to  you  and  himself,  will 
be  considered  as  a  relinquishment  of  those  terms  which  form  a  ground 
of  your  complaint.  Our  desire  to  make  the  most  early  and  explicit 
avowal  of  our  sentiments  and  intentions  hsis  induced  us  to  make  this 
communication,  at  the  same  time,  all  other  business  being  laid  aside, 
we  are  considering  the  pnpers  which  touch  the  character  of  I^I.  flolker, 
U[K>n  which  we  shall,  without  delay,  addre.ss  ourselves  to  the  honor<ablo 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  through  whom  those  communications 
have  been  miide  to  us,  and  we  trust  it  will  fully  appear  that  a  vener- 
ation for  the  prince,  whose  servant  he  is,  respect  to  your  interposition, 
justice  to  him,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  State, 
have  influenced  our  determination. 

We  observe  all  the  pai)ers  respecting  this  transaction  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  you,  excepting  a  resolution  of  this  board  passed  on  the  14tli 
instant,  which  probably  by  some  accident  has  been  omitted.    I  have 
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now  tlio  ImiKir  iif  criclosiiig  it,  that  every  proceeOing  muy  bo  fnllj'  b 
fore  you. 
Sigiiediii  :ui<l  liy  order  of  oouiici). 

JOSBPH  S.KKD, 

PretidcHt. 


Tn  Congress.— Oh  tlio  Hh  of  Augiifit,  the  comniitteo  to  wbom  wits  i 
fcrrcd  tlio  inumoriiil  of  the  iiiinistcr  i-eltttive  to  tlio  aUip  jl/ary  ai 
KUzalictKs  i-jirgo,  ilulivcrcd  in  u report}  wlierouiMHi, 

Jtesolecil,  That  Congress  do  not  ciitertiiiii  any  suBpicioii  tliHt  I 
Ilolkcr,  agent  of  tliu  iinirtiio  of  liis  most  Olirtstiun  intOesly,  had  ai 
partidiiatidti  in,  or  knowledge  of,  llio  Hlii|ipiiig  of  provisions  on  privii 
account  on  boiud  vetuicls  ilia|mtoliud  in  tlio  name  of  bia  most  ClirisUi 
majesty. 

livxolved,  Tliat  frauds  by  niasleiu  ami  shippers  are  offenses  again 
the  mnniciiiiil  lnwn,  ;ii>d  aru  to  bo  investigated  by  tlie  inagiatnttes 
tbo  StsiteH  rcspe(!tiv(*lj'. 


CongresH— pTOCcedlii6>  as  to  ProteoUon  due  French  CoubuIb.* 

August  2,  1770. 
The  committee,  coimititing  of  Mr,  S.  Iliintiugton,  Hr.  Lanroiis,  M 
Smitb,  Mr.  Morii«,  and  Mr.  MeKenn,  to  whom  was  referred  a  inemori 
of  tiie  minister  |)leiiip<>tcntiary  of  Franco  of  tlie  2Ct)i  July,  vitli  stiiid 
paperfi  rulaiiiig  tliercto,  and  who  wcro  autliorized  tt>  confer  witli  t1 
pieflident  and  siiprvniu  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  tlio  minist 
and  conanl  of  Franec,  and  directed  to  pi-oparo  and  rojwrt  a  Bt;ite 
facts,  together  wiLli  flieir  opinion  of  llie  measures  proper  for  Congre 
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3.  That  the  8P>id  presideut  and  couucil  have  assured  the  coiniuitteo 
of  their  solicitude  to  do  everything  iu  their  power  to  redress  the  nuit- 
ters  contained  iu  the  said  memorial. 

4.  That  the  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  violence  and  insults 
complained  of  are  not  knowu  to  the  law  and  constitution  of  Pennsyl- 
vania as  having  any  legal  authority. 

5.  That  by  the  said  laws  are  punishable  as  well  violence  and  insults 
against  the  laws  of  nations  as  those  against  the  laws  of  property  and 
personal  freedom. 

G.  That  individuals  in  the  several  States  may  be  led  to  (juestion  not 
only  the  authority  but  even  the  oilice  of  foreign  consuls  from  the  defect 
of  a  due  notification  thereof  to  the  eicecutive  powers  of  the  said  States 
respectively;  and 

7.  That  it  appears  proper  to  give  to  the  minister  of  Fnince  full  and 
explicit  assurances  of  protection  for  the  servants  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty ; 

Whereupon 

Resolvedj  That  the  minister  of  Franco  be  tissured  that  Congress  will 
at  all  times  afford  every  countenance  and  protection  to  the  consuls  and 
other  servantit  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  within  the  powers  and 
authorities  to  them  delegated  by  their  constituents. 

Resolved^  That  the  several  appointments  of  consuls  made,  and  which 
may  hereafter  be  made  and  approved  by  Congress,  bo  duly  registered 
iu  the  secretary's  oilice,  and  properly  notified  by  the  President  to  the 
executive  authorities  of  the  respective  Stiites  iu  whose  port«  such  con- 
suls may  reside. 

Resolved^  That  the  measures  taken  by  M.  llolker  to  procure  flour  for 
the  Ueet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  iu  the  way  of  commerce  have 
from  time  to  time  been  nuide  known  unto  and  been  fully  approved  by 
Congress,  that  the  several  proceedings  and  publications  complained  of 
by  the  minister  on  that  subject  are  very  injurious  to  the  servants  of  his 
said  majesty,  and  that  Congress  strongly  disapprove  of  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
sylvania be  informed  that  any  prosecution  which  it  may  be  expedient 
to  direct  for  such  matters  and  things  iu  the  said  publications  or  trans- 
actions as  may  be  against  the  laws  of  nations,  shall  be  carried  on  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  president 
and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  have  taken  proper 
measures  to  restore  the  Hour  taken  from  the  agents  of  M.  Llolker. 

WII — VOL  III 18 
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CoiieresB— ProcGediuea  aa  to   tli«  CoudiUoua  of   PBclDcatloii,    aud   pottle 
larly  na  to  tbe  MlwUaalppl  and  th«  Flshatiaa.* 

(Fur  |irii>r  |iri>i:iMiliu):^  auo  iKjira,  Fob.  V.i,  tl.  Mar.  17,  1T7V.] 

August  3, 1779. 

OniiprcRS  rcHnihr<1  (be  coiiRklcmtion  of  tlio  preliiiiiiinry  nrticio;  »i 
oil  motion  of  Air.  liiiikc,  RCVOiidtHl  by  Mr.  Diiauo, 

Hesoheil,  Tliat  the  won!  "  »(;kiiowki1c«<)  "  bo  eximnecd  mid  tlint 
lieu  tlteit;or  till)  woiil  " iitiKirrv<1 "  liu  iimurtctl;  uiid  tliiit  nfter  tlio  won 
"  Utfnt  ]}i'it:iiii  "  In;  iiiKvilvil  Uio  wonis  "  ii{;r(>{uiblo  to  llio  ejglith  nr 
clu  of  Litu  ti'L'»ty  of  ullitiiico  bvlwuon  \\ia  iiioHtCliriHliaii  iiiajeslj' ai 
tliftscUiiitwlSliitvs." 

Anil  nil  tlio  (jiickIJoii, 

Uesoheii,  If.  J).  <!.,  Tliiit  jmivioiis  to  (iny  trontyor  tie};otiattoii  f 
liciico,  the  liberty,  Bovcrei({nty,  ai»l  iiKloiwiuloncc,  iibKoliite  and  ii 
liiiiitvd,  of  tliemt  Uiiitud  >Stjitcs,  n»  noli  in  nialtcrfi  of  (rovernmeiil  lu 
uoininci'ce,  aliitl)  bu  iiHHiire<l  on  tliu  pait  of  tiront  BiitAin,  a|;recablo 
tlio  treiily  of  alliimuo  butwcen  bis  uioet  <JLriBtiaii  ini\jesty  aud  llic 
United  Stutes. 

And  if  tbi!  enine  sliall  l>u  done, 

ICesolvoi,  ThiiL  I  lie  ininidtcrorininistcm  of  thcsi)  United  States  nssi 
at  and  uoiitniot  mid  flti|iubito  in  sncb  iietfotiation  for  iieiuie  ns  inny  I 
Hut  on  foot  under  Uiu  nicdiatiou  of  liiit  Oatlioliu  iiiajosty  or  oUierwt«e. 

AUOD8T  i,  1770. 

liesoheiJ,  'Jliat  n  cnniniitleo  of  five  bo  npiiointeil  to  prcparu  iiistrL 
tions  fill'  tliu  iiiiiiiMtor  pIcnipntcntiHry  of  tlio  United  States  to  bo  a 
pointed  for  lU'Kotinlinff  a  treaty  of  jieiiee. 

Tlio  iiiomberK:  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Liiurens,  Mr.  Uuntington,  Mr.  Uioki 
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cqnal  share  in  and  full  acknowledgment  of  tbe  equal  common  right  of 
the6e  States  to  the  fisheries.'' 

A  motion  was  nnule  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  after 
the  word  **  Bermuda "  to  insert  "the  Floridas.'' 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Malhews, 

N-  "-H"- i  SI?;^^'tt:::::::::::K:  i^ye. 

Ma«acb«.«,tt«  nay j  Slj!  lri:::::::::::::A,^::  j  A^- 

N-^->^ !  lllr-.JlwJir.:::::::::::::^. !°- 

New   loriMiv  i  ^^^'  SC'"^**^"' ^.Ve.  )  . 

Wcw  jonwjy ^  Mr.  lloustfrn Ayo.  P*^®' 

{Mr.  Arm8troii|r Ayo. ^ 
S{;:^^e:::::::::::::ij:::  Aye. 
Mr.  McLeiio Aye.  J 

Delaware J  ^^^  McKcau Aye.  J^^®' 

m#«.»i»».i  $  Mr.  Cartiiicbael No.    /  ,j^ 

•••'y^"***^ JMr.rorbeii No.    jNo. 

C  Mr.8mlth Aye.  ) 

Virginia i  Mr.  Floiiiiiig Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Kaiidolph Aye.  ) 

fMr.  Ponii Ayo.l 

North  Tiirolina  '  ^^'  "»"iot Aye.  [. 

North  i^iiroiina.... j  Mr.  Hiirlto Aye.  (^>®- 

t  Mr.  Howes Aye.  J 

So  it  wsui  resolved  in  the  aflirmative. 

A  motion  wim  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  insert 
after  "  Floridas''  the  words  "  tlie  free  navigation  of  tlie  river  Missis- 
sippi." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  IlaiupBhire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 


M  r.  LaiireiiH Aye. 

South  Carolina {  Mr.  Mathews Aye.  ^Aye. 

Mr.  Drayton Aye. 


mfl  1  .-.^»A-  ^  Mr.  Lovoll Ayr. 

MaMacbuBotta |  Mr.  Hoi  ton aJt. 

,,,     ,    T  1      1  S  Mr.  Marchant Ayr. 

Kbodo  l8l»..d I  Mr.  Collins No. 

r*     ..^^»:«..»  i  Mr.  Hnutincton Ayr. 

Connocttct J  j,^  Spcncw No. 

Mr.  Morris No. 

Mr.  Lewis No. 

New  jersey J  Mr.  Houston Aye. 

(Mr.  Armstronp Ayo. "J 
Mr.  Atlro Aye.  I  *„« 
Mr.Scarle... Aye.  f  Aj". 
Mr.  McLeue Aye.  J 


New  York j 


Aye. 

0, 

0, 

No. 

Ave, 
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»«•— !Sl'r:K»i;'r.v;.v:::::S!Aye. 

M-y'-<i iriJ:{?o%^t^'"lv;:.::::So:  l^"- 

i  Mr.  Siiiitb Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  KanOolph Aye.  ) 

fMr.  I'onn Aye.  1 

N-«'C»«"'"» l^l: li"!..v::.::::::;lj;::  Aye. 

t  Mr.  f leweH Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  LanreuH .....Aye.  i 

South  Carolina <  Mr.  Mathews Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  , 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  alliriuative.* 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

Bbaintbee,  August  3, 1779. 

Sir:  Oil  the  27tU  of  February  I  liad  tlie  bouor  of  writing  to  Con- 
gress, iuforming  tbeni  of  my  intention  of  returning  borne,  in  consequence 
of  tbe  coDiuiission  wbicb  superseded  mine.  On  tbe  1st  of  March  I  liad 
again  the  honor  of  writing  some  inrormatiou  concerning  the  unpivce- 
dented  interest  which  the  British  Government  are  obliged  to  give  for 
the  loan  of  money  for  the  service  of  the  present  year.  On  the  8th  of 
March  1  took  my  leave  of  the  American  minister  and  K»ft  Paris  for 
Nantes,  in  expectation  of  there  meeting  the  Alliance^  and  sailing  in  her 
for  America  in  a  few  weeks.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Nantes  I  learned  the 
Alliance  wix^  still  at  Brest,  and  soembarrnsstMl  with  nearly  forty  pris- 
oners, who  were  supposed  to  have  been  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  to 
carry  her  to  England  and  with  other  diiliculties,  that  it  was  uncertain 
when  she  would  be  ready. 

The  agent  at  Nantes  at  this  time  receiving  a  letter  from  his  excellency 
Dr.  Franklin,  desiring  him  to  consult  me  about  the  direction  of  the  Al- 
liance^ I  thought  it  would  expe<lite  the  public  service  for  me  to  make  a 
journey  to  Brest,  about  two  hundred  miles,  which  I  undertook  accordingly, 
and  arrived  at  that  port  without  loss  of  time.  There,  after  an  attendance 
of  some  weeks,  and  much  negotiation  with  the  commandant,  intendant, 
and  agent,  all  things  were  prepared  for  the  frigate  to  sail  for  Nantes, 
with  about  one  hundred  British  prisoners,  to  be  there  exchanged  for  a 
like  number  of  American  prisoners,  arrived  there  from  England  in  a 
cartel.  1  returned  to  Nantes,  and  tho^  Alliance  in  a  few  days  arrived  in 
the  river,  the  prisoners  were  exchanged,  about  sixty  enlisted  in  the  Ah 
liancCj  and  the  rest  in  the  Foor  Richard,  Captain  Jones. 

After  accommodating  all  the  difliculties  with  the  British  prisoners, 


•  For  fnrtlier  procoodingH,  roo  iw/ra,  Aug.  7,  1779. 

IMSS.  Dop.  of  Stato;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.^  585,  with  verbal  changOH;  7  JoIiq 
Adfims'  WorkB,  97, 
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tbe  American  prisouers,  the  oflQcers  atid  crew  of  the  Alliance^  and  sup- 
Inlying  all  their  necessary  wants,  OapUiin  Landais  having  orders  to 
Hail  for  Aiherica  and  everything  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  in  a  few  days, 
received  unexpected  orders  to  proceed  to  L'Orienti  and  wait  there  for 
further  orders.  1  had  tlie  honor  of  a  letter  at  the  same  time  from  his 
excellency,  enclosing  one  from  the  minister  of  mai-ine,  by  which  I  learned 
that  the  king  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  grant  me  a  passage  on 
board  the  frigate  which  was  to  carry  his  majesty's  new  minister  pleni- 
lM)tentiary  to  tlie  United  States,  that  the  frigate  was  at  L^Orieut,  and 
that  the  minister  would  bo  there  in  a  few  days.  I  went  in  the  Alliaiice 
from  Nantes  to  L'Orient,  where,  after  some  time,  the  frigate  the  Scfm- 
hie  arrived;  but  his  excellency  the  Chevalier  <le  la  Luzerne  did  not 
arrive  until  the  10th  of  June.  On  the  14th  of  June,  and  not  before,  1 
hnd  the  ])leasure  to  be  under  sail,  and  on  the  3d  of  August  arrived  in 
Nantasket  roads. 

1  have  entered  into  this  detiiil  of  di8a|)potntments  to  justify  myself 
for  not  returning  sooner,  and  to  show  that  it  wtis  not  my  fault  that  I 
was  not  at  home  in  eight  weeks  from  the  first  authentic  information  that 
I  had  nothing  further  to  do  in  France.  There  is  nothing  remaining  for  me 
to  do  but  settle  my  accounts  with  Congress ;  but  lus  part  of  my  accounts 
are  in  conjunction  with  my  late  colleagues,  with  whom  I  lived  in  the 
same  house  during  my  residence  in  Paris,  lam  not  able  to  judge  whether 
Congress  will  choose  to  receive  my  siccounfs  or  to  wait  until  the  other 
commissioners  shall  exhibit  theirs,  so  as  to  have  the  whole  together 
under  one  view,  so  as  to  do  equal  justice  to  all.  I  am  ready,  however, 
to  render  all  the  account  in  my  power,  either  jointly  or  separately, 
whenever  Congress  shall  order  it,  and  1  shall  wait  their  directions 
according!}'. 

Jt  is  not  in  my  power,  having  been  so  long  from  Paris,  to  give  Con- 
gress any  news  of  importance,  except  that  the  Drest  iieet,  uiuler  the 
Count  d'Orvilliers,  was  at  sea  the  bcginnin(>f  of  June;  that  Admiral 
Arbuthnot  was  at  Plymouth  the  31st  of  May;  and  that  there  was  a 
universal  iiersuivsion,  arising  from  letters  from  Paris  and  London,  that 
Spain  had  decided  against  the  liiUglish.  The  Chevalier  do  la  Luzerne 
will  be  able  to  give  Con^vress  satisfactory  information  upon  this  head. 

I  ought  not  to  conclude  this  letter  without  expressing  my  obligations 
to  Captain  Chavagne  and  the  other  otTicers  of  the  l^cnsihle  for  their 
civilities  in  the  courseof  my  psissajje  home,  and  tlieplcasurel  have  lijid 
in  the  conversation  of  his  excellency  the  new  plenipotentiary  from  our 
august  ally,  and  the  secretary  to  the  embassy,  Monsieur  Marbois. 

The  Chevalier  do  la  Luzerne  is  a  knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  of  an  ancient  and  noble  iamily,  connecte<l  by  blood  with 
many  characters  of  principal  name  in  the  kingdom,  a  grandson  of  the 
celebrate<l  Chancellor  de  la  Moignon,  a  nephew  of  Monsieur  Malcsherbes 
perhaps  still  more  famous  sis  first  ))resident  of  the  court  of  aids  and  as 
minister  of  State,  a  brother  of  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne,  and  of  the 


biHliop  orLiiiit:res,  one  of  tliotbree  dukes  and  pecn  wlio  bad  tlio  lion 
to  assist  in  tlioconsccratioitof  tliekiug,  n  iieitr  roliitiouortlioliliiiiicli 
ilu  Uruglic  and  tboconito  liia  brotliur,  and  or  innii;  otiiur  imiiortn 
pcrsoiiiigeB  ill  tlmt  country.  Hor  is  liis  i»crsnnnt  clntractcr  loss  rosptH 
iiblo  titan  lits  voinivctioDS,  as  lie  is  iwssunmmI  of  nmcli  nsofulinformaiii 
of  all  kinds,  and  [lartivularly  oftlic  |)oliticul  syfttoin  of  ISuropu,  obtaiui 
in  Lis  late  cnibuHHy  ill  Uuvarla;  and  of  tbo  justest  BOiitimuiitH  of  tl 
mutual  interests  of  liisoountry  nndours,  and  of  tlientility  to  Imtb 
tliat  alliiinuo  wliich  ho  bajipily  unites  them,  and  ut  tlie  same  tiniu  t 
vested  of  all  porsoiial  ami  iiarty  attaoUmcnts  and  aversions.  Oongrc 
and  tlieir  constitneiits,  I  Hatter  mjKcir,  will  liavo  niiicli  Batisfactioii 
bis  uugotialioiis,  as  well  as  in  tliose  of  tbu  secretary  to  tbe  embass 
wlio  was  recently  secfctary  to  the  embassy  in  Itavaria,  and  who  is 
counselor  of  tlio  paiiiainent  of  Mclz,  n  gentleman  wbose  abilities,  a 
pliattion,  aixl  di»[)(i.siUon  can  not  fail  to  make  liim  useful  in  the  moiue 
tons  ollicti  bo  Riislaiiis. 

1  bavo  the  honor  to  be,  wiib  groat  rc8|iect,  etc., 

JoiiN  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  FreBident  of  ConereSB.* 

Uraintrep.,  August  4, 1779. 
Sir  :  At  tbo  close  of  tbo  service  on  wliicli  Uongreas  bavo  done  me  11 
honor  to  Kciid  mo  it.  may  not  be  amiss  U*  snbinit  a  few  rellections 
tbcir  conKiduratioLi  on  tUo  general  state  of  allairs  in  Europe  as  far  ; 
tbey  relate  to  llie  interests  of  tbo  United  States.  As  tlie  time  a 
proadtes  when  our  relations  witli  tbe  most  cousidorable  states  in  Euro| 
will  multiply  and  assiLine  iv  greater  stability,  tbey  de-serve  the  atte 


AUGUST  4,  1779.  279 

and  efforts  to  redace  it.  Thus  when  Spain,  under  Charles  the  Fifth 
and  his  successor,  made  herself  dangerous^  <a  great  part  of  Europe 
united  against  her,  assisted  in  severing  the  United  rroviiices  from 
her,  and  by  degrees  greatly  diminished  her  power.  Thus  when 
France,  under  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  indulged  the  spirit  of  conquest  too 
far,  a  great  psirt  of  mankind  united  their  forces  against  her  with  such 
success  as  to  involve  her  in  a  train  of  misfortunes,  out  of  which  she 
never  emerged  before  tiie  present  reign.  The  English,  in  their  turn,  ^ 
by  means  of  their  commerce  and  extensive  settlements  abroad,  arose  to 
a  degree  of  opulence  and  naval  ]>ower  which  excited  more  extravagant 
passions  in  her  own  breast  and  more  tyrannical  exertions  of  her  influ- 
ence thc'iu  appeared  in  either  of  the  other  cases.  The  ccmsequence  has 
been  similar,  but  more  remarkable.  Europe  seems  to  be  more  univer- 
sally and  sincerely  united  in  the  desire  of  reducing  her  than  they  ever 
were  in  any  former  instsuice.  This  is  the  true  cause  why  the  French 
court  never  made  war  with  so  universal  a  popularity  among  their  own 
subjects,  so  general  an  approbation  of  other  courts,  and  such  unanimous 
wishes  among  all  nations  for  her  success  as  at  tiiis  time. 

The  personal  character  of  the  king,  his  declared  patronage  of  morals 
and  economy,  and  the  great  strokes  of  wisdom  which  have  marked  the 
commencement  of  his  reign,  the  active  spiing  which  has  been  given  to 
commerce  by  the  division  of  the  British  empire,  and  our  new  connections 
with  his  subjects;  all  these  ciiuscs,  together  with  the  two  treaties  of 
pesice,  which  have  been  lately  signed  under  his  auspices  and  his  me- 
diation, have  given  to  this  power  reputation  which  the  last  reign  had 
lost. 

The  first  of  these  treaties  ha«  determined  those  controversies  which 
had  for  a  long  time  divided  llnssia  and  the  rorte,  and  the  ])arties  have 
been  equally  satisfied  with  the  conditions  of  their  reconciliation,  a  cir> 
cumstance  the  more  honorable  for  the  French  ministry  and  the  Cheva- 
lier de  8t.  Priest,  their  ambassador  at  ConsUintino[de,  as  it  is  uncommon. 
The  ancient  confidence  of  the  Porte  in  the  <:onrt  of  Versailles  has 
revived,  and  the  coolness,  or  rather  enmity,  which  divided  Fnuice  and 
liussia  for  near  twenty  years  gives  plsvce  to  a  friendship  which  is  at  this 
time  in  all  its  fervor,  and  will  probably  be  durable,  as  these  powers 
have  no  interest  to  annoy  each  other,  but  on  the  contrary  are  able  to 
assist  each  other  in  a  manner  the  most  essential. 

The  peace  of  Germany,  signed  fit  Teachiu  the  l.'Uh  of  last  May,  has 
not  equrJly  satisfied  the  belligerent  i)owers,  who  were  on  the  one  part 
the  Emperor,  and  on  the  other  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Elector  of 
Saxony,  his  ally. 

From  the  multitude  of  writings  which  have  appeared  before  and  dur- 
ing this  war,  in  which  the  causes,  the  motives,  and  the  rights  of  it  are 
discussed,  it  appears  that  in  1768,  at  the  extinction  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  house  of  ]>avaria,  which  has  been  separated  from  its  trunk  for 
near  five  centuries,  the  house  of  Austria  thought  itself  able,  and  priests 
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aticl  lawyers  among  their  own  subjects  were  complaisant  enough  to  tell 
her  that  she  had  a  right,  to  put  herself  in  possession  of  the  best  part  of 
the  xiatrimony  of  the  extinguished  line. 

The  King  of  Prussia,  to  whose  interest  this  augmentation  of  power 
would  have  been  dangerous,  has  crowned  an  illustrious  reign  by  dis- 
playing all  the  resources  of  military  genius  and  profound  policy  in 
opposition  to  it.  While  he  contended  in  the  field  France  negotiated, 
and  the  worli  begun  by  his  arms  was  completed  by  the  cabinet  of  Ver- 
sailles. 

The  palatine  house  of  Bavaria,  the  Duke  of  Deux  Pouts,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Elector  of  Sjixony,  have  obtained  all  they  could  reason- 
ably demand,  and  the  em])ire  has  X)reserved  its  balance  of  power  iu 
spite  of  its  head.  The  King  of  Prussia  had  covered  himself  with  glor3', 
to  which  he  put  the  Anishing  stroke  by  not  demanding  any  compensa- 
tion for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  All  parties  have  been  satisfied  except 
the  emperor,  who  lisis  disordered  his  finances,  ruined  his  Kingdom  of 
Bohemia;  with  immense  forces  has  not  obtained  finy  advantage  over  his 
adversary,  and  consequently  has  destroyed  among  his  own  troops  the 
opinion  they  had  of  their  own  superiority,  and,  in  fine,  Inis  sustained  a 
loss  the  most  sensible  for  a  young  xnince  just  beginning  to  reign — the 
reputation  of  justice  and  moderation.  It  is  the  influence,  the  address, 
and  ability  of  the  French  minister,  joined  to  the  firmness  of  Russia, 
which  have  completed  this  work;  and  Louis  the  Sixteenth  has  restored 
in  Germany  to  the  nation  over  which  he  reigns  that  reputation  which 
his  grandfather  had  lost. 

The  merit  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  who  was  ambassador  in 
Bsivaria  during  the  transaction  of  this  business,  and  that  of  M.  Marbois, 
the  secretary  to  that  embassy,  in  iiccomplishing  an  ail'air  of  such  im- 
portance, which  was  rendered  peculiarly  delicate  by  the  late  family  con- 
nection between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles,  was  i)robably  a 
motive  for  sending  them  now  to  America,  a  mission  of  no  less  iuipor- 
tan(^e  and  no  less  delicacy. 

It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  they  could  have  succeeded  so  soon 
if  England  could  have  afforded  subsidies  to  the  emperor.  The  revolu- 
tion in  America,  in  which  the  Fren(;h  king  has  taken  an  earlier  and  a 
greater  part  than  any  other  sovereign  in  Europe,  has  operated  so  as  to 
conciliate  to  him  a  consideration  that  is  universal.  The  new  minister 
will  give  to  Congress  information  the  most  precise  in  this  respect  and 
touching  the  part  which  Spain  is  taking  at  this  time,  for  which  reason  I 
shall  refrain  from  entering  into  it,  and  content  myself  with  observing 
that  all  these  considerations  ouglit  to  induce  us  to  cherish  the  alliance 
of  France ;  and  that  every  good  citizen  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  the  remains  of  those  prejudices  which  our  ancient 
rulers  have  endeavored  to  inspire  us  into ;  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
and  much  to  hope  from  Franco  while  we  conduct  ourselves  with  good 
sense  and  firmness,  and  that  we  cau  not  take  too  much  pains  to  niul- 
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tiply  tho  coininorcial  relations  ami  Btrciigtbeu  tlio  political  counections 
between  the  two  nations ;  provided  alwa3'8,  that  wo  preserve  prndenoe 
and  i-esolution  enough  to  receive  implicitly  no  advice  whatever,  but  to 
judge  always  for  ourselves,  and  to  guard  ourselves  against  those  prin- 
ciples in  government  and  those  manners  which  are  so  op]>08ite  to  our 
own  constitution  and  to  our  characters  as  a  young  people,  called  by 
Providence  to  the  most  honorable  and  iniportiuit  of  all  duties,  that  of 
forming  establishments  for  a  great  n^ition  and  a  new  world. 

In  the  opinion  of  some  the  power  with  which  we  shall  one  day  have 
a  relation  the  most  immediate,  nextto  that  of  France,  is  Great  Britain. 
But  it  ought  to  be  considered  that  this  power  loses  every  day  her  con- 
sideration and  runs  towards  her  ruin.  Ilcr  riches,  in  which  her  power 
consisted,  she  has  lost  with  us,  and  never  can  regain.  With  us  she  has 
lost  her  Mediterranean  tnule,  her  African  traile,  her  German  and  Hol- 
land trade,  her  ally  Portugal,  her  ally  llussia,  and  her  natural  ally 
the  house  of  Austria;  at  lesist,  as  being  unable  to  protect  these  as  she 
once  did,  she  can  obtain  no  succor  from  tliem.  In  short,  one  branch  of 
commerce  has  been  loppe<l  oH' after  another  and  one  political  interest 
sacrificed  after  another.  She  resembles  the  melancholy  spectacle  of  a 
great  widC'Sprcading  tree  that  h:vs  been  girdled  at  the  root.  Her 
endeavors  to  regain  those  advantages  will  continually  keep  alive  in  her 
breast  the  most  malevolent  ])assions  towards  us.  Her  envy,  her  jeal- 
ousy and  resentment,  will  never  leave  ns,  while  we  are  what  we  must 
unavoidably  be,  her  rivals  in  the  fisheries,  in  various  other  branches  of 
commerce,  and  even  in  naval  ))ower.  If  peace  should  unhappily  be 
made,  leaving  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  or  the  Floridas,  or  any  of  them,  in 
her  hands,  jealousies  and  controversies  will  be  perpetually  arising. 
The  degree,  therefore,  of  intercourse  with  this  nation  which  will  over 
again  take  place  may  justly  be  considered  as  problematical,  or  rather 
the  probability  is  that  it  will  never  be  so  great  as  some  ])ersons  imagine ; 
moreover,  I  think  that  every  citizen  in  the  present  circumat<ances,  who 
respects  his  country  and  the  engage nients  she  hns  tiiken,  ought  to 
abstsiin  from  the  foresight  of  a  return  of  friendship  between  us  and  the 
English,  and  act  as  if  it  never  was  to  be. 

But  it  is  lawful  to  consider  that  which  will  probfibly  be  formed  be 
tween  the  Hollanders  and  us.  The  similitude  of  manners,  of  religion, 
and  in  some  resi)ects  of  constitution;  the  analogy  between  the  means 
by  which  the  two  rei)ublic8  arrived  at  independency;  but  above  sill  the 
attractions  of  commercial  interest  will  infallibly  draw  them  together. 
This  connection  will  not  i>robab]y  show  itself  in  a  public  manner  before 
a  peace  or  a  near  prospect  of  i>eace.  Too  many  motives  of  fear  or 
interest  place  the  Hollanders  in  a  dependence  on  England  to  suiTer  her 
to  connect  herself  o|)enly  with  us  at  present.  Nevertheless,  if  the 
King  of  Prussia  could  be  induced  to  take  ns  by  the  hand,  his  great 
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mvrcial  agoiits  or  .soeicLios  will  ho  the  rir.it  tlireails  of  our  coiiuoctioi 
with  tliiB  iwwer.  l^rom  tlio  essaya  ami  iiiqniriea  or  your  eoiuuiissioue 
at  Puns  it  ajipcarii  tlint  boiko  itioiiny  luny  bo  borrowed  tlioro,  and  fi'c 
tlio  siicceoH  of  Hcvcml  eiiturprises  by  tlie  way  of  St.  IDustatift  it  seei 
tliat  ttic  tnulo  between  tlie  two  countrios  is  likely  to  iiiKrease.  nrnl  {k 
Hibly  CuiigreRH  may  think  it  expedifiiit  to  Roiid  a  minister  tlivre. 
tliey  should,  it  will  l)o  projwr  to  givu  him  ii discrotioiinry  power  to  pi 
dticu  liis  uoiiiiiiiaHion  or  not  as  ho  sliiUl  liiid  it  likely  to  succeed ;  to  gi 
him  full  powiTS  mid  viciir  iiifitructioiis  concerning  tlio  borrowing 
money;  »nd  tho  man  himseir,  above  all,  should  have  a  coiisumiiui 
prudence  and  a  caution  and  discrolion  that  will  be  proof  against  eve 
trial. 

If  OoiigrcKs  could  iind  any  nieauR  of  paying  the  interest  annually 
Europe,  comnirtcial  and  poiuiniary  coiineiitioiis  would  strengthen  thei 
sitlvoH  from  day  to  day,  and  if  the  fall  of  the  ore<lit  of  England  aiioa 
tcniiiiiiite  in  bankruptcy,  the  seven  United  Provinces,  having  nothing 
diSHcmblc,  would  bo  zealous  for  a  part  of  those  rich  benefits  which  o 
cummcrco  olToi's  to  inarltimo  i>owem,  and  by  an  early  treaty  witli 
secure  those  advantages  from  which  they  have  already  discover 
strong  syuiptoms  of  a  fear  of  being  excluded  by  delays.  It  is  scarce 
necessary  to  oliHorve  to  Congress  that  Holland  hnd  lost  her  iiillnen 
in  Europe  to  sucli  a  degree  that  there  is  little  other  regard  for  h 
remaining  but  that  of  a  prodigal  heir  for  a  rich  usurer,  who  lends  hi 
money  at  a  high  interest.  The  8tat«^,  which  is  poor  and  in  debt,  lias  i 
political  stability.  Their  army  is  very  small,  and  their  nnvy  is  loi 
The  immense  riches  of  iniUviduals  may  ]iossibly  bo  in  some  future  tit: 
the  great  mislbrtniio  of  the  nation,  because  the  means  of  <lefonse  a 
not  proitortioned  to  tlic  temptation  which  is  held  out  for  some  new 
,  iiviiricioiis,  nrid  V'U'iirnlalili^  Mt'ij^hbor  to  inv.idc  lier. 
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and  shorten  delays;  a  point  of  great  itni)ortaucef  as  the  present  moment 
api)ears  to  be  decisive. 

Portugal,  under  tbe  administration  of  the  Marqnis  de  Pombal,  broke 
some  of  the  shackles  by  which  she  was  held  to  Englniul.  But  the  treaty 
by  which  a  permanent  friendship  is  established  between  the  crowns  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  was  made  in  1777,  an  event  tliat  the  English  de- 
plore as  the  greatest  evil  next  to  their  irrevocable  loss  of  the  Colonies, 
arising  from  tliis  war,  because  they  will  now  no  longer  be  able  to  play 
off  Portugal  against  Spain  in  order  to  draw  away  her  attention  as  well 
as  her  forces  as  in  former  times.  But  as  Portugal  lisis  not  known  how 
to  deliver  herself  entirely  from  the  influence  of  England,  we  shall  have 
little  to  hope  from  her;  on  the  other  hand,  such  is  her  internal  wesikness, 
t4mt  we  have  absolutely  nothing  to  fear.  We  shall  necessarily  have 
commerce  with  her,  but  whether  she  will  ever  have  tlie  courage  to  sac- 
rifice the  friendship  of  England  for  the  sake  of  it  is  uncertain. 

It  would  be  useless  to  consider  that  infinite  number  of  little  sover- 
eignities into  wliicli  Germany  is  divifled  and  develop  all  their  political 
interests.  This  tiisk  is  as  much  beyond  my  knowledge  as  it  would  be 
useless  to  Gongress,  who  will  have  few  relations,  friendly  or  hostile, 
with  this  country,  excepting  in  two  branches  of  commerce,  that  of  mer- 
chandise and  that  of  soldiers.  The  latter,  infamous  and  detestable  ns 
it  is,  has  been  established  between  a  nation  once  generous,  humane, 
and  brave,  and  certain  princes  as  avaricious  of  money  as  they  are  prodi- 
gal of  the  blooil  of  their  subjects ;  and  such  is  the  scarcity  of  cash  and 
the  avidity  for  it  in  Germany,  and  so  little  are  the  rights  of  humanity 
understood  or  respected,  that  sellers  will  probably  be  found  as  long  as 
buyers.  America  will  never  be  found  in  either  class.  The  state  of  Ger- 
many, with  which  we  may  have  commerce  of  an  honorable  kind,  is  the 
house  of  Austria,  one  of  the  most  powerful  in  Europe.  She  possesses 
very  few  countries,  however,  near  the  sea.  Ostend  is  the  princip.il  city, 
where  she  might  have  established  a  trade  of  some  consequence,  if  the 
jealousy  of  the  maritime  powers  had  not  constantly  opposed  it.  France, 
Spain,  IIoIlaiid,an(l  Enghind,  have  been  all  agreed  in  their  opposition, 
and  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  ratified  more  than  once  by  subsequent 
treaties,  has  so  shackled  this  port  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  open  a 
direct  trade  to  it  without  some  new  treaty,  which  possibly  may  not  bo 
very  distant.  England  may  possibly  make  a  new  treaty  with  Austria, 
and  agree  to  privileges  for  this  port,  in  order  to  draw  away  the  ailvan- 
tage^  of  the  American  trade  from  France  nnd  Spain;  and  in  such  a 
treaty  UoUand  may  possibly  acquiesce,  if  not  accede  to  it.  Tlie  i)ort  of 
Trieste  enjoys  liberty  without  limits,  and  the  court  of  Vienna  is  anxious 
to  make  its  commerce  (h)urish.  Sitnaied,  however,  as  it  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Gulf  of  Trieste,  the  remotest  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Venice, 
tedious  and  difilcult  as  the  navigation  of  those  seas  if>,  we  could  nmke 

1if>1n  iico  f\f  ih  ah  n.iii7  fiiim     *i.iir1   iir^tiA  nh  till   iirliil<i  f.liia  nriir  nftiifiiiiiAO 
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powerful  i-t!Htr:uiiH  lier;  and  alLliongli  slio  U  ccitniiily  fLttciitive  to  tli 
revolution,  tiiorc  is  ruiisoii  to  bolievu  alio  will  be  ouo  of  tlie  Inst  iiowe 
to  ackuowlcdgo  our  inde|)on()once,  Slie  is  so  fnr  from  being  riob,  tb: 
ttlio  IB  dc-Htitnt«  of  tlie  means  or  makiug  war  without  subsidies,  bs 
proved  liy  tiic  poiioo  wliieli  liiia  lately  been  made.  Slio  Iiah  ocoaaioii  f 
the  ftiiccors  of  Franco  or  of  England  to  put  in  inolion  lier  nnmoroi 
armies.  Slie  cont»'iveH  ennily  tlntt  the  )ohh  of  tlie  rosonrcos  ami  creel 
of  the  JOnglinli  liiut  ditinbloil  tliein  to  pay  tlin  onorrnoue  snbsidieB  wliii 
in  former  times  tliey  bavo  jtourctl  into  tbu  AnHtriiin  coO'ers.  Slie  se 
lliereforo  witli  n  neerot  mortiUcation  Uiat  slio  shall  lie  bercAfter  mo 
ab  tho  mcrey  of  Frnneo,  who  may  choose  hor  ally,  and  prefer  at  h 
pleiiHiire  etthvi-  Aimtrin  or  Pruftsin,  while  neither  Vienna  nor  Berlin  w 
bo  able,  an  in  limes  pant,  to  choose  belwcen  Paris  and  Ijomlou,  siuee  tl 
tlio  latter  bas  lost  her  past  opuloncoantl  pecuniary  resonrcoa.  Itiooi 
duty  to  remark  these  great  changes  in  the  system  of  mankind  which  iia' 
already  happened  in  conscquouco  of  tho  Amorican  war.  Thealicnntit 
of  Portugal  from  England,  the  peace  of  Germany,  and  that  betwci 
Polersburg  and  Constantinople,  by  all  which  events  England  linR  )o 
and  France  gained  snch  a  BU[>eriority  of  power,  aro  owing  entirely 
tbu  blind  division  of  that  policy  and  wealth  tlie  English  might  ba' 
still  enjoyed  from  the  objects  of  their  true  intercets  and  honor  to  tl 
rninoua  American  war. 

The  court  of  llcrlin  llattors  itself  that  tho  connectiona  which  ha' 
heretofore  so  long  united  Franco  and  Prnaoia  will  renew  thcmsolv 
sooner  or  later.  This  system  is  more  rational  tlian  that  which  aubsis 
at  this  day.  The  King  of  Prussia  may  then  wait  without  anxiety  tl 
conacquoncGB  of  the  present  revolution,  because  it  tends  to  iiicreaso  tl 
resources  of  his  natural  ally.  The  jealousy  between  the  Emxteror  ai 
the  King  of  Prussia,  and  that  between  tho  houses  of  Bourbon  and  An 
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mid  iiioflt  of  Mie  commerce  betwcmi  tbe  eiuit  and  tlio  west  of  Europe 
pimes  throiigli  it.  Ttio  fnira  of  Leipsic  linvc  ilmwii  couBidonible  ad- 
vautages  for  these  four  youra  from  our  trade.  Tliis  power  will  see  with 
pleasure  the  moment  which  shnll  put  the  lust  hnud  to  our  iudeiieud- 
ence.  The  rest  of  Germiiny,  excpptinj;  Uj\mb«rg  and  Iticmcu,  have  no 
means  of  oi>eniiig  n  direct  couiiiierce  with  us.  Willi  tlie  latter  wo  havo 
uocoiuiectioii  Ht  present;  in  tho  former  all  tbe  maritime  comuicrco  of 
lower  Uermauy  is  ttausticteil.  Here  we  shiill  soon  have  occasion  to  estab- 
lish au  agent  or  consul. 

Poland,  depopnlatoil  by  the  war  and  a  vicious  goTcrumeut,  reduced 
by  a  shameful  tieaty  to  two  Uiirds  of  her  aucieut  dominion,  destitute 
of  intlustry  and  niarmfactures  even  of  the  first  necessity,  bus  no  occasion 
fur  the  prixtuctions  of  America.  Dantaic  sees  her  aiiciout  prosiierity 
diminish  everyday.  There  is  therefore  little  probability  ot  commerce, 
taul  less  of  any  political  counection,  between  that  nation  and  os. 

Uussia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  comprehended  under  tbe  denomina- 
tion of  the  northern  powers,  liave  been  thought  by  some  to  be  interested 
in  our  return  to  tlid  domination  of  Greut  Britidn.  Wliether  they  con- 
sider themselves  iu  this  light  or  not,  their  late  declaiatious  against  the 
right  of  IHuglnnd  to  interrupt  (heir  navigation  and  their  arming  fur 
tbe  protection  of  their  commerce  on  the  ocan,  and  even  in  the  English 
channel,  are  uucquivocal  proofs  of  their  ojiiniou  concerniDg  the  riglit  in 
our  contest  and  of  tlieir  intentions  not  lo  interfere  against  us.  It  is 
very  true  that  the  articles  of  cununei-ce  which  they  produce  are  in  inauy 
res|>ecl8  the  same  with  tliose  of  America;  yet  if  we  ctuisider  that  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  pnrvliiuiefrom  Uieni  large  quantilies  of  hemp  and 
sail  cloth,  and  that  our  productions  of  timber,  pitch,  tar,  and  tnri>entiue 
are  less  prolitabic  with  ii8  without  buunti<;8  than  some  ol her  branches 
of  labor,  it  is  nut  probable  that  '.vo  shall  lower  the  price  of  these  articles 
iu  Europe  so  much  as  some  conjecture,  and  consecpienlly  onr  increased 
deniund  U|>un  those  couulries  for  several  articles  will  be  more  than  a 
coui)>eus!ition  lo  (hem  lor  the  small  loss  they  may  sust.un  by  a  trilling 
reduction  in  the  price  of  those  artljlos.  It  is  not  probable  that  the 
courts  of  Petershurg,  Stoekhulm,  and  Oopenliagen  have  viewo  I  with 
iudilTereucu  the  present  revolution,  if  they  have  been  ajiprehensive  of 
being  bnrt  by  it  in  some  res|icels,  which,  liuwever,  I  tliinlc  uuist  havu 
been  a  niistjiken  appreiicnsion  ;  yet  the  inutive  of  liumbling  tlic  pride 
of  the  English,  wIjo  have  cnilcavured  to  exevciKc  tlicir  doinimitiou  even 
over  the  northern  seas  and  to  render  the  Danish  anil  Swedish  Hag 
ileiHsiident  n|H>u  theirs,  lias  prevailed  over  all  others,  and  tliey  are  con- 
Ridereil  In  Eiiru|iu  as  hat'iug  given  their  testimony  against  the  English 
in  this  war. 

Italy,  a  country  which  declines  every  day  from  its  ancient  prosperity, 
offers  few  obiccts  for  our  speculations.    Tlie  privileges  of  the  port  of 
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lliilliied (niiKnlvt'.-i,  (In;  court  ol  Vibiiiiii  tiiigliLiucoive iiti  Anieiiuiiu  mi 
istor.  Wo  wei'v  ei|tiiilly  in  error  rcatmcUiig  Uie  courtortbo  Grand  Duel 
of  TiitjciiDy,  wlivie  mi  Aii8tri»ii  priiiuu  mf^iiH,  wliu  rccoives  »ll  1 
(lircctiotis  rroin  Vicuna  in  miult  a  iiiimiicr  tliiit  lie  will  probably  iiev 
ructtivo  Aiiy  liertMin  in  :v  jmblic  ebiinictor  until  tlie  chief  of  bis  bouse  h 
RCl  biui  tiie  ex:ini|ilo.  Tliu  King  of  tlio  two  Steilies  is  in  tbe  same  t 
liendcnce  on  tliu  <:oiii'l  of  Mitdrid,  »ihI  we  iiiiiy  deiteud  upon  it  bu  w 
vonfurru  liiiiiiicir  to  ill!  it  ttbiili  miggoHt  to  liitu.  Tliis  prinee  boa  atreiu 
ordtM'fd  tlm  ports  of  Iti.s  dominions  to  bu  oitened  to  Amoricnn  vesee 
pnbliu  and  privalt^,  and  Inis  ordered  liis  auibiwiKmlor  nt  Pnris  to  app 
to  your  coiiitntKsiourrH  for  a  deHCiiiitton  of  tlio  American  Hag,  that  o 
vesNelK  miglit  liu  known,  ivnd  ruvuivo  no  molestation  upon  tbeir  appet 
suiVAi  in  liis  liaiiiors. 

Tlin  c(nirt  of  iioinc,  EilUielied  lu  iineittnt  enstoins,  would  be  one  of  t 
liiKt  to  neknuwledgu  our  indepeiidenue  if  wo  were  to  solicit  for  it,  b 
Congress  will  proliiLltly  never  send  a  nunister  to  bis  Holiness,  wbo  a 
do  tlieni  no  service,  upon  condition  of  receiving  a  catliolio  legitte 
nuncio  in  return  or  in  utiicr  words  an  eculosiaati<!Hl  tyrant,  wliicb  it 
to  lie  lioped  tlio  United  States  will  be  too  wise  ever  to  admit  into  tbi 
tcrritorieH. 

The  stiites  of  tliu  King  of  Sardinia  are  poor,  and  tlioir  connnerce 
very  Hinall.  The  little  port  of  Villa  Franca  will  probably  see  few  Amo 
eiin  vessels,  nor  will  there  be  any  close  relations,  either  commoroial 
political,  between  this  prince  and  us. 

The  I^•]>nUIic  of  (icnoa  is  scarcely  known  at  this  day  in  Euro{>o  b 
by  those  powers  who  borrow  money.  It  is  posniblo  that  some  smi 
sums  might  be  obtained  there,  if  UongrOKn  would  fall  upon  moans 
insniiiig  a  ]iiinetual  piiynicnt  of  intcntst  in  Europe. 

Venice,  heretolore  so  powcrfnl,  is  rcdnce<]  to  a  very  incoiiKideral 
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The  resolutiouB  wliioli  Imvo  bccu  couiiuutiiciilcd  io  tlie  uiiderRigned 
ill  tUe  iiame  of  Cougroaii  a|>|iear  to  liiiii  to  lonro  iiotliing  to  be  desired ; 
lie  only  lio|>e8  tUut  tlio  piibliu  will  be  informed  of  tli»  oiiiiiioiis  of  Ooii- 
greos,  ill  whatever  form  tbuy  sbiiU  Ibiuk  tbe  itiout  isuiUtblej  mtd  tbe 
miuiatcr  pluiiit>otoiitiury  is  piirsiiiidod  tliiU  Uiu  cuitrt  will  rcgiird  tbo 
aaid  icsolulioua  ue  a  sitiliiblu  mid  Bitnicieiit  Hiilisfactioii  for  tbo  ]iro- 
ceutliiigs  which  tliey  ooudemii  aud  tbe  ulFeiiso  wliiub  bas  rvmtltcd  from 
tbeui. 

Itisuiidur  tliiH  imprestiiou  tbiit  tlie  uudcrsigiicd  iiiiiiistcr  takes  tlie 
liberty  to  i-efjuest  Cougress  iiut  to  ciirry  into  oxouiitiou  tjiac  oiie  of  tlivir 
resulutiuiiB  wliicli  onlers  that  thosu  wbu  on  lliiH  ovciision  ni:vy  have 
violatod  tim  laws  of  iiatious  sbatl  bu  pi'osevutcd.  Tbo  king's  gteatiiess 
of  mind  forbids  IiIh  minister  to  insist  upon  sucli  u  uioiisnru.  Butween 
uations  closely'  coiinootud  by  Uiu  most  poworfnl  motives  of  i'lioinlsliii) 
and  iuteiest  even  Lho  inoxt  lawful  ivparatioiis  ought  always  to  stop 
short  of  revongo.  It  is  sulSuiout  to  unduucive  the  public,  and  to  re- 
strain the  ovil  disposed  men,  wlio  Homulimes  conceal  themselves  under 
the  preteniiu  of  tlie  coinmou  good,  Tho  said  minister,  consequently, 
earnestly  retpiests  Congress  to  stop  the  8ai<l  prosecutions,  and  he  dares 
hope  this  from  the  modui-ation  of  Congress,  provided  that  motives 
foreign  to  l<'rinice  and  iitdepondeut  of  tbe  prcHunt  allair  du  not  cause 
this  angust  body,  or  the  executive  council  of  rcnnsylvaiua,  to  sco  in 
this  iudnlgence  incuuvenieuves  wbicli  ve  out  of  tlie  siihere  uf  the 
undersigned  minister. 

in  VumsUKHS,  August  9,  1779. 
Beaolved,  That  tbe  miuistor  of  Franco  be  informed  that  the  resolu- 
tions alluded  lo  ni  his  memorial  of  the  Olb  instant  will  l>o  published  in 
the  journals  of  Congress,  und  that  in  the  mean  time  ho  consider  him- 
self at  liberty  to  iiniko  suck  use  of  the  copicts  Iransmitted  to  him  as  be 
may  tbink  ex[>edient. 


Oeraid  to  Uie  President  of  Coiigieas.' 
ITraiiHlatioii.J 

riiiLAUHLi'inA,  Aiii/iist  5,  1779. 
Sir:  I  have  I'c^ived  with  gratitude  tbo  reiobiliun  of  Congress  which 
yun  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  yesterday.     I  express  my  sentiments 
ou  this  subject  in   tho  annexed  memorial,  which  X  reipiost  you  Lo  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  Oougiess. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  witli  the  greatest  respecl,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant, 
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Iiovell  to  A.  Lee.* 
[Privato.  ] 

PIIIL&d'A,  Avif.  0,  1770. 

Dit.  Silt :  Tlio  ori(riiia)s,  duplicntos,  or  triptk-ntca  of  till  yuii  wiali 
lijivo  ri;ii<;lic<l  iin,  I  believe,  liavo  snfuly  ariivod,  and  yon  may  dcpei 
on  ii  diligent  iihu  of  tlicni.  It  mvntiiifortiiiiiito  that  we  won)  not  favor 
witli  many  of  tlicm  Uurorc  Uunry,  FrancU,  &  8.  Adanio  ief  L  this  Stai 
of  their  Extiitiuns  for  tlioir  Conntry  &  Virtuo  in  general.  However, 
tihall  tlitidc  tills  CircninKtiuico  a  fresh  <JiU1  on  my  Indutlrti,  a,  (Jnnli 
wliieh  is  Llio  objuut  of  the  liatred  of  your  Foes;  you  hnvo  found  the 
lonS'iRO  niinu  in  consequence. 

I  own  no  tUvt  in  that  Qmility  except  Mr.  LanrenB,  who  watita  no  Sp 
Unt  the  Sini|ilo  Knowledge  of  injuries  done  to  the  Worthy  to  make  hi 
entt'rdii-ecHyniioii  their  Defence.  I  have  urged  an  hmidied  Times  wh 
jou  have  at  leiiRlh  (jnuted  to  me  from  Wliitelock.  But  there  is  real 
no  Such  Thing  as  a  Com*™  of  foreign  ufTairft  existing,f  no  Secretary 
Olcrlc,  fnrthcr  than  1  iiersevoro  to  bo  one  and  the  other.  Tho  Books 
Papeis  of  tliat  extinguished  Body  lay  yot  on  tho  Table  of  Congress,  < 
rather  are  locked  np  in  the  Secictary's  privato  Bos.  There  wits  a  M 
tion,  as  L  have  before  tohl  you,  to  chuue  a  near  Cont^"  the  Qonse  won 
not  «o  insult  inc.  An  indiflei'cueo  then  took  place  as  to  filling  uji  V 
eld  one,  npuu  prcnnmption,  1  Suppose,  that  a  little  Leaven  wonldleav< 
the  whole  Lniiii>.  It  would  be  impossible  that  you  should  have  Knpmt 
in  a  Com''"  whei-e  wns  one  so  to  arrange  Vouchers  of  y  Industr 
Capacity  &  Honor  an  it  is  thought  1  am  able  to  do.f 

The  State  of  Mr.  1).  is  exactly  the  Itevei-so  of  what  Letters  have  a 
noiinced  in  Fnuice.  But  I  will  give  you  one  or  two  Co|iictt  of  tho  Sera 
which  have  lieen  made  use  of  here  to  prove  the  only  point  o 
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lut  differ*  from  one  iiow  before  lue  of  Boceipta,  I  give  it,  tbatyou 
may  See  yon  have  not  Scut  a  List  of  all  we  liavo  roc'  nor  have  we  rcc* 
all  you  have  registorod.  1778,Jku.  6,6, 16,  31;  Feb.  10, 16,  28;  Apr.  1, 
•2,  i,  S;  June  1,  6,  \^  ;  July  IG;  Aug.  7, 11,  21,  27,  31 ;  Sept.  0,  30; 
Oct  6,  19;  Nov.  29  ;  Nov.  4,  ff,  20  }  l>ec'  5;  1779,  Jau'y  j*,,  16,  20; 
Mar.  7 ;   April  G. 

Mr.  Izard'H,  Jan.  IS;  Mar.  4,  1779,      t ,  ,    . 

Mr.  Lee,  Sept.  12,  21j  Oct.  16, 1778.  ( '""^"^ 
Adieu  &  i>roBpcr 

J.  L. 

The  news  of  Wayne's  Comluct  anil  the  Success  of  0*D'Eataing  ought 
to  serve  na  greatly  in  Europe.  The  first  establishes  a  military  Acquire- 
ment in  Discipline  that  has  been  supposed  not  to  exist  among  us.  The 
latter  will  have  boundless  Consequences. 

Mr.  D.  is  diacUargod  from  attending  further  on  Congress.* 


CoDgreoa— Deane's  Case.  I 

August  10, 1779. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  lluutiugton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 

That  the  honorable  Silas  Deaue,  esq.,  lato  one  of  the  commissioners 
at  the  court  of  Versailles  ami  political  and  commercial  ageut,  be  excused 
from  any  further  attendance  on  (Joiigrcss,  in  order  that  be  utay  settle 
his  aocounUs  without  delay,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mnrchaut,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKuan,  the  words  "  iu 
order,"  etc  to  the  end  were  struck  out. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Uoltoii,  the  word  "excused" 
was  struck  out  and  "discharged"  inserted. 

And  on  the  qucjstiun  to  agree  tottiu  motion  a.s  ainuuded,  the  yeas  and 
nays  beiug  required  by  ftlr.  Jay, 


Now]liuui.«Liro 

)  Mr.  Wliipiil" 

■iMr.  I'^ulwdy 

;Jy^- 

JA,.. 

Kbode  Island 

Couuecticut 

..JMr.I,.>v.;il 

....Mr.  Muroliaiit 

\  Mr.  IliiiiUtiffUiti  ... 
'" }  Mr.  Sj'uncer 

IMr.Jiiy 

A,x. 

Ajo. 

Aye. 

Aj.. 

Aye. 

N«. 

No. 

No. 

::;:::Sir 

Al.. 

[Aj.. 
A,.. 
JAy.. 

^Mr.  Lewis 

t  Mr.  Scu.Wur 

-JMr.Foll 

^Mr.  Uouaton 

>Ajo. 
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BoulIiCnrolliu 


fMr.  Am 


,,      Aye. 

(Mr.  SliipiKin Af«. 

<  Mr.  Atlne Ay«. 

]  Mr.  Searle Aje. 

\Kr.  MoLouo A;«. 

J  Mr.  DiokiiiHnu No. 
Mr.  Van  Dyko No. 
Mr.HcKeaii Wo.    ' 

SMr.  Unrmiulinul No. 
Mr.  F'lrbuB No. 

jMr.Riiiitli Ho. 

)  Mr.  l''loDiiag Ho. 

(  Mr.  PoiiH No. 

i  Mr.  llaniot No. 

(  Mr.  SlimiKi Aye. 

..Mr.  Urayton Ho. 


So  it  was 

Retolved,  Tlint  tlio  IIoii.  Silas  Denim,  o»q.,  Into  one  ur  tlio  coniin^ 
sioDGrB  nt  tlio  court  of  VersiiUlos  mid  jioUticnl  nil d com Diorcial agent, 
discharged  from  any  further  atteudaiicu  on  Coiigroaa. 


Florida  Blanca  to  Arthur  Le«.' 
[TransIntioQ.] 

Madrid,  Avgust  6, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  duly  received  the  two  letters  which  yoii  woro  no  kind  as 
write  to  nie,  duted  tlio  7tU  and  35Ui  of  Juno  last,  in  which  you  deti 
the  criticnl  circiiin3tniico.s  of  the  nflulrs  of  KHfrhuid  and  tbosystc 
which  you  think  snitnblo  for  the  powers  nt  wnr  with  her ;  niid  on  tl 
occnaion  you  likewise  mention  some  poiutHrehitingto  thu|>rcscut  situ 
tioiioftlie  United  Provinces  of  Amerieii. 


AuauST  7,  177!). 


2J)t 


thatif,  contmry  to  Uic  hiiiuaue  wishes  of  tlio  Uiiituil  BtnteB,  Great  Britniri 
slioutd  obslitiiitoly  |>crRiKt  in  tbe  proseciitiou  of  the  present  unjust  var, 
the  minister  of  tlicse  United  Stntoa  he  empowon^d  and  directed  to  solicit 
ft  soluidy  from  his  Otitliolic  mnjesty,  ikud  to  consult  witli  the  luinistcrs 
of  tbe  aaid  kiii^  niid  of  his  most  (Jbristiati  luajettty,  and  with  tirom  pre- 
pare siicli  nrticte  or  articles  of  treaty  us  tho  sitiiution  mid  coiijuiictiou 
of  ntTiiirH  nnty  rcnilor  necessary,  aud  trunsinit  the  Niiino  to  Congress  for 
their  coiiKldeiiition. 

After  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Biuke,  Hreondod  by  Mr. 
Morris,  to  strikeout  tho  words  "aud  of  his  niostUhiistiiiu  luajestj',  and 
with  tlicm  prcjiaro  such  article  or  articles  ns  tho  situation  may  render 
necessary,"  ami  in  lien  thereof  to  insert  "on  the  eouRidetation  wbicb 
lie  mny  be  willing  to  receive  Itoin  tbe  United  States  in  return  for  sucb 
subsidy,"  and  on  the  question,  Sliall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out 
stand  t  tbe  vote  x'assod  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  words  moved  be  inserted  1  tbe  yens  and 
iiays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

HenHampabire Mr.  Poaliody No.      So. 


MaMaobnBotts  Day  . 
Bboile  lslkii<1 


r.  Oorry  . 

JMr.  llolton No.    ) 

)  Mr.  Marclnmt V<>.    I 

\  Mr.  Collins No,    ] 

J  Mr.  HiintiiiRton Ay.;. 

(Mr.  SpeDcer Ajo.  j 

(  Mr.  Jivy Ayo.  f 


i  Mr.  Morvi 


..Ayo. 
..Aye. 


Poi 


Deliiw.ini.. 
Miiryltiiiil  . 


(Mr.  8lii|i|i«ii Avn.-i 
Mr.  Allfc Avi).  I 
Mr.  MiihlnilxirK Ayo.  i 
Mr.  McLeiiu Ayo.  J 


..Mr.  MuKvan.. 
t  Mr.  CuTn>Ji!li.tul.. 

"i  Mr.  Koiliri! 

\Mr.  finiitll 

Virciiiin ., v  Mr.  I'loiniii^ 

h 


I  Ajo. 


Nortli  Uur. 


Soiilh  C.1I 


Mr.  I'niii  .  .. 

1  Ml-.  ir,.n..a. 

J  Mr.  hiirko  . . 
|.Mr.  Slinrpo  . 
(  Mr.  L.iMroiiH 

2  Mr.  MuLlii'Wi 
(  Mr.  Dmyloa 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflirmjitive.* 


'Kor  fiirtliur  nctinn, 


>i«/rn,  Aur.  l:[,  17Ta. 


-;'-  UII'LOMATIC   COKltKSTONUEMCE. 

A.  Lea  to  tUe  Coouulttce  ol  Foreign  ADalra.' 

PA&tS,  Aufftut  10, 1770. 

Qbntlbhen  :  Not  boiiig  permlUed  to  kuow  whether  there  is  ai 
certain  opportunity  of  writing,  I  mnst  aeiid  you  by  erery  probable  wi 
ou  itccouiit  of  tlio  i>rcsont  situatiDD  of  affairs,  which  is  extremely  i 
tcrestiiig. 

Adcr  n  long  tlulay,  tlirongh  nofavorable  winds,  the  Spanish  ni 
Froncli  fleets  joined  off  Cape  fluisterre  the  IfCth  of  last  mootli.  C 
the  Gtli  of  this  tliey  were  oS*  Usbant,  making  for  the  English  chuuoi 
A  courier  tbat  arrived  yesterday  left  them  in  the  same  position,  wi 
the  wind  contrary,  on  the  7th.  The  combined  fleet  consists  of  flf 
shii>8  of  the  lino,  with  thirty-odd  frigates,  bombs,  sod  flre-ships,  und 
the  command  of  tlio  Uonut  d'Orvilliers.  The  Spanish  and  French  shi] 
are  mixed  together,  the  former  twenty  and  the  latter  thirty.  Don  Gg 
dovft  commands  a  separate  fleet  of  eiztoon  Spanish  shipt;  of  the  lin 
which  att(!ti(latlie  grand  combined  fleet  as  a  corps  ^enfieroe.  DonUlli 
cruises  off  tbe  Uaiiarioa  with  four  of  the  line,  and  six  more  block  np  tl 
Bay  of  Gibraltar,  while  a  Spanish  army  invests  the  town  by  land. 

Between  tbirty  and  forty  thousand  French  troops  are  ready  to  ei 
bark  at  Havre  do  Qroee  and  at  St.  Malo  to  invade  England  the  mome 
the  combined  floot  appears  to  protect  them.  Besides  this,  large  cor| 
of  troops  are  assembled  at  Brest  and  Dunkirk,  and  transports  preps 
ing  for  thorn,  so  that  they  may  he  ready  to  support  tbe  others,  accor 
ing  to  tbo  exigency  of  events  and  the  place  where  they  land. 

Tbc  West  India  fleet  and  that  from  tbe  Baltic  got  safe  into  tl 
English  ports  to  tbo  amount  of  throo  hundred  sail  tbe  flrst  of  tli 
moutb.  Tills  may  enable  tliem  in  a  few  weeks  to  add  tuu  sail  to  Uk 
grandJIeet,  wbichatpresontcoiisistsofthirty-tiveBail,  under  Sir  Cbarl 
Hardy,  and  is  retiring  np  tbe  cliaunel.     But  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  w. 
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ble  services  to  the  Americao  canm  and  compel  tliem  to  delay  comply- 
iDg  with  thn  requests  of  Coogress. 

I  liave  tbe  houor  to '  be,  vith  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  yonr  most 
bnmble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Obbard. 


Adama  to  I«v«Il.* 

Bratntrrb,  Avfftut  13, 1779. 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  Since  I  have  had  opjtortunity  to  converno  n  little  in 
this  country  and  to  read  a  few  gazettes  I  And  that  questions  have 
been  agitated  here  in  the  newspapers  and  in  private  circles,  as  well  as 
in  Uougress,  coucemiug  his  excellency  the  Count  do  Vergcnnes  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  which  seem  to  make  it  uecessarv  that  I  should  send 
the  enclosed  copies.!  You  can  judge  better  than  I  whether  it  will  be 
of  any  jiublic  utility  to  lay  them  before  Congress.  My  first  letter  and 
Ills  excellency's  answer  I  can  see  no  objection  to  laying  before.  Con- 
gress; bntasthe  rest  contain  little  elao  besides  mutual  couipIimont«, 
perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  to  conceal  them.  I  submit  the  whole,  how- 
ever, to  your  discretion, 

And  am,  with  much  esteem,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


CcmBTeaa — Pi-oceedingB    as  to  the    Condltlona    of  PaciDcatloii,  and  partica- 
lailjr  as  to  tha  Miaslaaippi  and  the  risbetieal 

[For  prior  nctiim,  hoo  $Hpra,  AiiKiint  7,  1779.1 

August  13, 1779. 
The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instrnctions  for  the  niiniHtcr 
pleniixttentinry  of  the  United  Slates  to  ho  nppointetl  fur  negotiating  a 
pcaco  bronght  in  a  dr.ift,  which  was  taken   into  consideration  nnd 
(lehnted  by  paragraphs. 

August  14, 1779. 
Congress  pi-oceedcd  in  the  consideration  of  the  instrnctionH  to  tlio 
minister  to  ho  appointed   for  negotiating  a  peace  nnd  unaninionsly 
agreed  to  the  following 

DRAFT  OP  instructions  TO  THE  COMHISSIOKF.R   TO  BE  APPOINTED 
TO  NEOOTIATE  A  TREATY  OP  PEACE  WITU   GREAT  HRITAIN. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission  giving  yon  full  power 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain ;  in  doing  which  yon 
will  conform  to  the  following  information  and  inatrnctious : 

1.  The  United  States  are  sincerely  desirous  of  peace,  and  wish  hy 
every  means  consisteut  with  their  dignity  and  safety  to  spare  tlio  fnr- 
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tlicr  cllusioii  of  Itlotwl.  Tliey  Iiave,  tlierefore,  by  your  commission  ai 
their  iimtnictioiis  liiborcil  to  remove  tbo  olistnclus  to  that  event  befo 
tiie  enemy  liiivc  evhleitecil  their  tlispositioii  for  it.  But  as  tbo  gre 
object  of  tlie  preKi-iit  defeiiRivo  vrar  on  tho  part  of  the  allica  is  to  cstu 
linh  tim  iiulcpeiiiluiico  of  lliu  United  Sttitps,  niid  iis  any  tieaty  whorcl 
tliis  end  f:iiii  not  be  obtitiiied  must  Iw  only  uDtonsiblu  and  ilbisory,  yi 
are  tiierefoio  to  ni:ike  it  a  |ircliininnry  article  to  any  iiegotintiou — 

Tliiit  (ireat  Itiilaiii  aliali  agreo  to  treat  vttb  the  Uiiiteil  Statett 
sovereign,  free,  and  independent. 

2.  Yon  bliiill  tnlie  eNputiliU  cnro  also  (hat  tho  independence  of  thosa 
States  bo  ell'ectnally  asunrcd  and  conttrmed  by  tbe  treaty  or  treatiei) 
peace,  aet:ording  ti>  tbu  form  ami  elfect  of  the  treaty  of  alliauce  witb  I 
most  Christian  majetityj  ami  you  shall  uot  agree  to  sach  treaty 
treaties  iinluss  tbo  same  be  thereby  so  assured  and  confirmed. 

3.  Tlio  bonmbu'icH  of  these  States  are  as  follows,  viz :  These  Stat 
aie  boumled  north  by  a  lino  to  bo  drawn  from  the  iiorthwest  augle 
Nova  Scotia  along  tlie  higblnmis  which  divide  tbose  rivers  which  emp 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  tbose  which  fait  into  tl 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  Uionorthwcstenunostlieadof  the  Connecticut  Kire 
tbcnce  down  along  tlio  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree 
north  latitndo ;  thence  duo  west  in  the  latitndo  forty-live  degrees  nor 
from  the  eqnator  to  tho  northwcsteniuiosLsideof  tbo  river  St.  Imwren' 
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Mid  homaDity,  aurl  ro  deeirona  of  ooinplyin^  with  the  earnest  roqaesta 
of  tlieir  allioa,  that  if  tUo  line  to  be  drawn  from  tlio  month  of  the  Lake 
Nipiwiug  to  the  hcml  ot*  the  Missisaipiii  can  not  be  obtained  without 
continuing  tbe  war  for  that  purpose,  you  are  licreby  emiwwered  to 
agree  to  some  other  iino  between  that  point  and  the  river  MiasiBsiiipi, 
provided  tlie  same  shall  in  no  part  thereof  be  to  the  sonthward  of  lati- 
tude rorty-live  degrees  north.  And  iu  like  manner,  if  the  eastern  houu- 
dary  above  described  can  not  bo  obtained,  you  uro  hereby  empowered 
to  agree  that  the  same  aliull  be  afterwards  adjusted  by  conimissioners 
to  be  duly  aitpoiiitcd  fur  that  purpose  according  to  suuli  line  us  shall 
be  by  tliem  settled  and  agreed  upon  as  the  boundary  betweeu  that  part 
ofthe  Statu  of  Massachanetts  Day,  formerly  called  the  Proviuce  of  Maine, 
and  the  colouy  of  JS^ova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  their  respective  rights; 
and  you  may  also  consent  that  the  enemy  shall  destroy  such  fcrtiflni' 
tions  as  they  may  have  erected. 

4.  Although  it  is  of  the  utmostimportauce  to  the  peace  aud  commerce 
of  the  United  States  that  Cauuda  and  Nnva  Scotia  should  be  ceded,  aud 
more  particularly  that  their  equal  common  right  to  the  fisheries  should 
be  guarantied  to  them,  yet  a  desire  of  torminatiug  the  war  hath  in- 
duct us  not  to  ipake  tlie  acquisition  of  these  objects  an  ultimatum  on 
the  present  occasion. 

5.  You  are  empowered  to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  during 
the  negotiation,  provided  our  ally  shall  consent  to  the  same,  and  pro- 
vided it  sbnll  bo  nti|inlated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be  im- 
metliately  withdrawn  from  the  United  States. 

G.  In  all  other  matters  not  above  mentioned  you  aro  to  govern  your- 
self by  the  alliance  between  his  most  Uhristian  majesty  and  these  States, 
by  the  advice  of  our  allies,  by  your  knowledge  of  our  interests,  and  by 
your  own  discrelion,  in  wliieh  we  re]>ose  the  fullest  confidence. 

In  debating  the  prelimiuary  article  on  Friday,  the  13tb,  a  motion  was 
made  by  iMr.  Buike,  seconded  by  Mr.  Uaiidulph,  after  the  words  "as 
sovereign,  fice,  untl  independent"  to  add,  "  if  an  express  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  said  indepenilencc  shall  bo  absolutely  refasctl  by  the  king 
of  Great  Britain."  And  on  thu  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  beii>g  require<l  by  Mr.  Uurke, 


New  Hniiiiisliirn 

[  Mr.  Oerry No.    ) 

MnsMcliiiRcttii  Bay ^  Mr,  l.ovitll Ayu.  >Ajo. 

^Mr.  H»lron Aye.  > 


Ktimlo  Island  .. 


(  Mr.  Mnrvhniib 

)  Mr.  Cnlliiia 

(  i\r.  IttintioKlnM 
Urr.Sppncer.... 
(i)r.  Koot 


rMi  PU'r.OMATIC  CORitrCSrONDENCF,. 

t  Mr.  SriKliW No.    1 

HcwJoTwy ^  Mr.  Fell Ho.    In». 

(  Mr.  Honiton Aya.  ) 

{Mr.AtiM Mo.  "1 
Mr.Sonrlo Ho.   I„ 
Mr.  MiihknlMrR No.  f""" 
Mr.  Wynkoni No.  J 

Delaware Mr.  MoKekii Ho.  ..No. 

„„,„,„,.,  1  Mr.  Curiiilcfaael Ajo.  1  .„ 

""y'"""^ JMr.  ForlHM. aJo.  J  *r*- 

t  Mr.SiiiUIi No.    i 

Vircinlu ..<  Mr.  Klemint; Ho.     >No. 

^  Mr.  Kamlr>1|ili Aye.  ) 

(Mr.  Humnt Aye.'l 
;!;:!£X::;;;;:;:::::;ij::  »i-- 
Mr.  8bari>e Aye.  J 

s«"'""»""« !S;:!f.r.';V:;:;;::;:;J::|»«- 

Bo  it  passed  iit  tlio  iiogfttiTe. 

Congress  likcwisn  ngrecil  to  tlio  following  draft  of  instntctions 
tbci  coin  misn ion  ors  to  bo  appointed  to  negotiate  n  treaty  of  commeF 
with  Grcrtt  Ilritaiii: 

Sin:  You  will  ImrcwiDi  receive  a  cominifision  giving  yon  fall  pow 
to  iiegotiiito  a  treaty  nf  commerce  with  Groat  ilritaiu,  lu  doing  whii 
you  will  consider  yonrself  boinid  by  tbo  following<iuformntioa  ai 
instructioiiH : 

1.  You  will  govern  yourself  principally  by  the  treaty  of  commcr 
witb  Ilia  moflt<Jliristiau  majesty;  and  as  on  Uie  one  hand  yon  sht 
grant  no  privilege  to  Great  Britain  not  granted  by  thnt  treaty  to  Franc 
80  on  tbe  otiicr  you  sball  not  consent  to  any  iiecnliar  restrictions 
limitations  whatever  in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  Ill  order  that  yon  may  be  the  better  able  to  act  witli  propriety  i 
this  occasion  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  know  that  we  have  determined' 
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BiitaiB  vitliout  the  explicit  stipulation  Lereinarter  mentioned.  Yoa 
are  tlierefore  not  to  consent  to  any  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on  licr  part  not  to  molest  or  dis- 
turb tlie  iulmbitants  of  tbe  United  States  of  America  in  taking  fish  on 
the  banks  of  Newfonmlland  and  other  (IslierieB  in  tbe  American  seaa 
anywhere  ezeoptinfr  williin  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the  shores 
of  the  torrilorien  romahiing  to  Great  Britain  at  thocloao  of  tbe  war  ifa 
nearer  distance  can  not  bo  obbiined  by  negotiation.  And  in  the  nego- 
tiation yon  nrc  to  exert  your  must  streiiuons  endeavors  to  obtAin  a  nearer 
distance  to  the  gnlf  of  St.  Ijawrence,  and  particularly  along  Uie  sbnref* 
of  Nora  Scotia,  as  to  which  latter  we  are  desirous  that  oven  the  shores 
may  be  occasionally  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  fisheiies  by 
the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 

3.  lu  alt  other  matters  you  are  to  govern  yourself  by  yonr  own  dis- 
cretion as  sliall  bo  most  for  the  interest  of  tbcso  States,  taking  care  that 
the  said  treaty  bo  founded  on  itriuciples  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  so 
ati  to  conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations,  but  not  to  the 
exolnsion  of  others. 

On  tiio  nuestinu  t«  agree  to  the  above  draft  of  instmctions,  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  iKting  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 

Now  HRiiipHl'iro Mr.  PeolMiily No.      Ni>. 

»"»■"""-""  "»j 1  li;:  lro;S,v.v.;.;;.::;.Af,°:  !*?•■ 

"■■"'•■•'■■■■I !K"c."h';."!::-.-;;.:;:;Nr!»- 

ConnMlicilt iMrMi!^"T"'.VV."""!Ayo."  |  *?"* 

■"'v-i. !S;:i!£i;:--::::.:ii;::!*i«- 

i  Mr.  Sciifltlor No. 


New  Jersey.. 


{  Mr.  Iloiistoii Ayi'. 


Penusylvaiitn Mr.  Hiihlnilivri: . . 

w  ,  _,  (  Mt.  Cnrmiclini-l. -'-. No.    !  .. 

"'^'""'* iMr.Forbw N...    i'*"' 

(  Mr.  SiiiUli Till.    ) 

Tirglnin <  Mr.  Flniiiitii; No.    >No. 

/Mr.  ItmiiUiliili N...    > 

i  Mr.ppnii A.vo.  1 

North  Cnrolinn ^  Mr.  Ilfirnot Aye  SAyo, 

i  Mr.  Jleives Aye.  \ 

South  Carolina Mr.  Mntbnna No.      No. 

So  it  was  restdvcd  in  the  alfirmntive. 

Congress  further  agreed  to  the  following  draft  of  mstnictinns  to  tho 
minister  pIeiii|)otcutiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France: 

SiB:  Having  dclenuiucd,  in  order  put  a  period  to  the  present  war 
conformably  to  the  humane  dispositions  which  sway  the  allied  powers 
that  we  would  not  insist  on  a  direct  acknowledgment  by  Great  Bi  itain 
of  onr  right  in  the  lishcrics,  this  important  matter  is  liable  to  iin 
inc<.'rtitude  which  may  bo  dangerous  to  the  {lolitienl  and  economical 
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any  treaty  of  cominerce  with  Great  Britain  nor  carry  on  any  trade  or 
commerce  whatsoever  with  her  unless  slie  shall  make  au  express  stipu- 
hitiou  on  that  subject;  and  tliat  if  she  shall  after  a  treaty  of  pciice  dis- 
turb  the  inhabitants  of  these  States  in  the  exercise  of  it  we  will  make 
it  a  common  cause  to  obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injured.  But,  not- 
withstanding the  precautions,  as  Great  Britain  may  again  light  up  the 
ilames  of  war  and  use  our  exercise  of  the  fisheries  as  her  pretext,  and 
since  some  doubts  may  arise  whether  this  object  is  so  ed'ectually 
guarded  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  most  Christian  nicnjesty  that 
any  molestation  therein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  cassis  fwderisj  you  are  to  endeavor  to  obtain  of  his  majesty  an  ex- 
planation on  that  subject,  upon  the  principle  that,  uotwithstandinu;  the 
high  confidence  reposed  in  his  wisdom  and  justice,  yet  considering  the 
uncertainty  of  human  afitairs  and  how  doubts  [uiay]  be  afterwards 
raised  in  the  breasts  of  his  royal  successors,  the  great  importance  of  the 
fisheries  renders  the  citizens  of  these  Stsites  very  solicitous  to  obtain 
his  majesty's  sense  with  relation  to  them,  as  the  best  security  against 
the  ambition  and  rapacity  of  the  British  court.  For  this  purpose  you 
will  propose  the  following  article,  in  which  nevertheless  such  alterations 
may  be  made  as  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  affairs  shall  render 
convenient  and  proper.  Should  the  same  be  agreed  to  and  executed, 
you  are  immediately  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  our  minister  at  the 
court  ot  Spain. 

'*  Whereas  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  mostOhristian  king 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America  the  two  parties  guaranty 
mutually  from  that  time  and  for  ever  against  all  other  powers,  to  wit : 
The  United  States  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  possessions  then 
appertaining  to  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as  those  which 
it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty  of  peace;  and  his  most  Cliristiau 
majesty  guaranties  on  his  part  to  the  United  Stiites  their  liberty,  sov- 
ereignty, and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters 
of  government  as  commerce,  and  also  their  possessions  and  the  additions 
or  conquests  that  their  Confederation  might  obtain  during  the  war 
according  to  the  said  treaty;  and  the  said  parties  did  further  agree 
and  declare  that  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the 
said  reciprocal  guaranty  should  h<ave  its  full  force  and  eflect  the  moment 
such  war  should  break  out:  And  whereas  doubts  may  hereafter  arise 
how  far  the  said  guaranty  extends  to  this  case,  to  wit,  that  Great 
Britain  should  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  France 
or  of  the  said  States  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and 
other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of  North  America  formerly  and  usually 
frequented  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants,  respectively;  and  whereas 
the  said  king  and  the  United  States  have  thought  proper  to  determine 
with  precision  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  guaranty  iu 
this  respect,  now,  therefore,  as  a  further  demonstration  of  their  mutual 
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good  will  and  affection,  it  is  bereby  agreed,  concluded,  and  determined 
1X3  follows,  to  wit :  That  if  after  the  conclusion  of  llio  treaty  or  treaties 
wliicli  shall  terminate  the  present  war,  Great  Brihiin  shall  molest  or 
disturb  the  subjects  or  inliabitanls  of  the  said  United  States  in  taking 
fish  ou  the  banks,  seas,  and  places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by 
them,  so  as  not  to  encroach  ou  the  territorial  rights  which  may  remain 
to  her  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war  as  aforesaid,  and  war 
should  thereupon  break  out  between  the  said  United  Suites  and  Great 
Brilaiu;  or  if  Great  Britiiiu  shall  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  France  in  taking  fish  ou  tlie  banks,  seas,  and  places  for- 
merly used  and  freciuented  by  them,  so  as  not  to  encroach  ou  the  terri- 
torial rights  of  Great  Britain,  as  aforesaid,  and  war  should  thereupon 
break  out  between  France  and  Great  Britain;  in  either  of  those  cases 
of  war,  as  aforesaid,  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  said  United 
States  shall  make  it  a  common  cause,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with 
their  good  ofllces,  their  counsels,  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  conjunctures,  :is  becomes  good  and  faithful  allies:  Provided 
always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  understood  as 
contrary  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
treaties  already  subsisting  b<;t\veen  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the 
said  States,  but  the  sanie  shall  be  taken  and  understood  ;is  explanatory 
of  and  conformable  to  those  treaties." 

And,  debating  these  instructions  by  paragraphs,  when  the  question 
was  about  to  be  put  to  agree  to  this  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New   HaiiipHliiro Mr.  Peaboily Ayo,    Aye. 

.,  I        ,,    „  ^  Mr.  LovoH Ayo.?. 

Ma««icl..iH«ll«  Hay |  j,^  jf,,,^,,,, ^^J ,,   <  Aye. 

,„     ,    T  ;      I  (  Mr.  March  Jin  t Ayo.?. 

Uhoaol8ian,l |Mr.Colli..H Ayo.  py**- 

^  ft.  Olr.  Speiicrr Ayo.?. 

ConuecUcut ^  j,,.  ,j'„„j ^>.^   |  Ayo. 

vr       V    1  (  Mr.  Jay Ayo.?. 

„       ,  <  Mr.  Scmldor Ayr.  >  ,  . 

Now Jor«oy |  j,,.  ,i„„,t„„ Aye.  j'^y- 

PeiiiLsylvania Mr.  Miililciil»org Aye.     Ayo. 

.,       ,      ,  <  Mr.  ('siniiicliao] Ayo.?. 

^^•^'■>»«""^ J  Mr.  Forbes Ayo.  S^>^' 

C  Mr.  Sinitli No.     ) 

Virginia s.  Mr.  Flemiii;^ No.    >No. 

I  Mr.  Kaniloliili Nt».    ) 

Nortli  CaroUna Mr.  Ilnrnofc No.       No. 

South  Carolina Mr.  Matliows Ayo.     Ayo. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  theallirmativc.* 
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A.  Lee  to  Franklin.* 

Paris,  August  14, 1779. 

Sir  :  A  decent  time  having  now  elapsed  since  tbe  declaration  of  his 
Oatbolio  majesty  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  it  seems  proper  to 
apply  to  the  Spanish  conrt  to  know  whether  they  are  inclined  to  enter 
into  the  alliance  which  Congress  have  agreed  to.  At  the  same  time,  it 
appears  to  me  that  to  ask  Coniitde  VergcMines'  opinion  of  snch  a  step, 
before  I  take  it,  would  beau  agreeable  and  useful  mark  of  confldence 
in  this  court.  But  as  I  think  such  an  application  can  not  with  propriety 
be  made  to  his  excellency  by  any  one  but  you  as  minister  here,  I  must 
beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  consulting  Count  do  Vergennes  both 
upon  tbe  i)ropriety  and  manner  of  my  applying  upon  this  subject  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to 
rae  his  opinion.  I  would  very  willingly  apply  myself,  were  I  not  per- 
suaded that  it  would  be  a  trespass  against  the  deference  due  to  your 
situation,  ami  that  the  observance  of  this  order  in  our  proceedings  will 
contribute  to  the  attainment  of  the  public  object  I  have  in  view. 
I  have  the  honor  tx)  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Congress,  t 
INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  A  TREATY  OP  PEACE  WITH  GREAT  milTAIN.f 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  giving  you  full  power 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  ])eace  with  Great  Britain ;  in  doing  which  you 
will  conform  to  the  following  information  and  instructions: 

1.  The  United  States  are  sincerely  desirous  of  peace,  and  wish  by 
ever^'  menus  consistent  with  their  dignity  and  safety  to  si)aro  the  fur- 
ther eflusion  of  blood.  They  have,  therefore,  by  your  commission  and 
these  instructions,  labored  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  that  event  before 
the  enemy  Iiave  evidenced  their  disposition  for  it.  But  as  the  great 
object  of  the  present  defensive  war  on  the  part  of  the  allies  is  to  est^iblish 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  as  any  treaty  whereby  this 
end  can  not  be  obtained  must  be  only  ostensible  and  illusory,  you  are 
therefore  to  make  it  a  preliminary  article  to  any  negotiation  that  Great 
Britain  shall  agree  to  treat  with  the  United  States  as  sovereign,  free, 
and  independent. 

2.  You  shall  take  espccljil  care  also  that  the  independence  of  the  said 
States  be  effectually  assured  and  conlirmcd  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  of 

•  1  SparkB'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,5GG. 

t  MSS.  secret  journals,  of  Congress,  Dep.  of  State ;  ])rin(c(l  journals ;  2  Spark's  Dip. 
Rev.  Corr.,  008. 

I  These  instructions,  an«l  those  for  a  treaty  of  coniinorco  wliich  foUow,  were  ngrecxl 
to  unanimously  in  Congress  on  the  14th  of  Aug.,  nearly  six  weeks  bef<»re  the  min- 
ister was  chosen.     They  were  drawn  up  by  Gouverneur  Morris. — Sparks. 
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peace  according  to  tlie  form  tiud  cfluut  of  tbo  ti-enty  of  atliuiice  with 
his  most  Gbristiau  majesty ;  and  you  shall  not  agree  to  such  treaty  or 
treaties  nnless  the  same  be  thereby  so  assured  aud  confirmed. 

3.  The  boundaries  of  tboao  States  are  as  follows,  viz :  These  States 
are  bounded  north  by  n  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  uorthwcst  angle  of 
2fora  Scotia  along  the  highlands  vhich  divide  those  rivers  vhich  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
AUautio  Ocean  to  the  northwestorumost  head  of  OonDecticiit  Biver; 
thenue  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
north  latitude ;  thence  due  wost  in  the  latitude  of  forty-five  degrees  north 
ttvm  the  equator  to  the  north  westernmoet  side  of  tbo  river  St.  Lawreuce 
or  Oadoraqui;  thence  straight  to  the  south  end  of  Kepissing;  and 
theuce  straight  to  the  source  of  the  river  Mississippi.  West  by  a  line  to 
be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its  source  to 
where  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  lati> 
tode.  South  by  a  line  to  bo  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the 
hue  last  mentioned  iu  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  from  the 
equator  to  the  middle  of  the  rtver  Appalachicola,  or  OatahoucLi ;  thence 
along  the  middle  therof  to  its  junction  with  tbo  Fliut  Biver;  thence 
straight  to  the  hood  of  St.  Mary's  Biver;  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary's  Biver  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  And  eastby  aliue  to 
be  di-awu  along  the  middle  of  St.  John's  Kiver  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy ;  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty 
leagues  uf  any  ]>art  of  the  shores  of  the  TJnited  States  and  lying  be- 
tween lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  whore  the  aforesaid 
boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part  and  East  Florida  on 
the  other  part  shall  rcspeutivuty  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  You  are  therefore  strongly  to  couluud  that  the  whole  of  the  said 
countries  and  islands  lying  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  and  every 
citiulel,  fort,  post,  place,  harbor,  and  road  to  tlieni  Moiiging  bu  abso- 
lutely evacuatctl  by  the  land  and  soa  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  nud 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  States  to  which  thoy  rc8i)eutivcly  belong 
in  such  situation  us  tlioy  may  be  at  the  tiirniination  of  the  war.  But 
notwithstanding  the  clear  right  of  these  Stiites  and  the  importance  of 
the  object,  yet  they  are  so  much  inlluenced  by  the  dictates  of  ruligion 
and  humanity,  and  so  desirous  of  complying  witli  the  earnest  request  of 
their  allies,  that  if  the  line  to  bo  drawu  fi-oiii  the  mouth  of  the  lake 
Vcjussiiig  to  tlio  boad  of  tlio  Mississippi  can  not  be  obt)viite<l  without 
continuiug  the  uur  fur  that  purpose,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to 
agree  to  some  other  line  het\ri»>u  that  point  und  the  river  Mississippi, 
provided  the  same  shall  in  no  part  thereof  be  to  the  southward  of  liiti- 
tude  forty-five  degrees  north.  And  in  like  ninunuer,  if  the  eastern 
boundary  above  described  can  not  be  obtained,  you  are  hereby  om|>ow- 
ered  to  agree  that  the  same  shall  be  afterwanls  ndJuHtcil  by  comuiis- 
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part  of  tliy  Stato  of  Massacliiisctts  Uaj',  fonncily  called  Llio  rroviu 
of  Mniiio,  ariil  tlio  ctiluity  of  Kova  8c(>tia,  agreeably  to  tlicir  rcspecti 
rights;  and  you  may  also  cousciit  that  tlio  eueuiy  shall  destroy  su 
rortiOnations  nn  thvy  iiiny  have  crcctcfl. 

4.  Although  it  is  of  tho  utmost  liDjKirtaiice  to  the  {Knee  and  co 
iiKirco  of  tho  Uiiilud  Stiitcs  that  duiiida  aii<l  Nova  Scotia  should 
cudcd,  and  innro  particularly  tbiit  thoir  eqiiiil  coiumoii  right  to  the  fit 
orics  should  bo  guarantied  to  them,  yot  a  drsire  of  torminuting  t 
wiir  \ii\s  iiuUiccd  n^  not  to  mako  the  acquisition  of  these  objects 
ultimatum  on  tho  present  occasion. 

5.  You  nrooinpow'oreil  to  agree  to  a  cossntion  of  hostilities  duri: 
the  negotiation,  provided  our  ally  shall  consent  to  the  Bame,  and  |>i 
vided  it  Khali  be  stipulated  that  all  tho  forws  of  the  enemy  shall 
iunncdiatcly  withdniwn  from  tlio  United  States. 

(i.  in  all  otiter  matters  not  above  mentioned  you  nro  to  govern  yoi 
self  l>y  the  allmtice  between  his  most  Christian  nnyesty  and  the 
Stales,  by  the  advice  of  our  allies,  by  your  knoirledge  of  our  iiitcrcsi 
and  by  your  own  discretion,  in  which  wo  repose  the  fullest  confldeiH 

INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  A  TREATY  OV  COMMBRCB  TVlTn  QREAT  BBITAI 

Sib  :  You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  giving  yon  full  pow 
to  negotiiite  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  :  iu  doing  whic 
you  will  consider  yourself  boand  by  tho  following  information  and  i 
etructions: 

1.  You  will  govern  yoarsolf  principnily  by  the  treaty  of  cominor 
with  his  must  (Jliristian  inaJeBty;  and  a.s,  on  the  one  band,  yuu  sin 
grant  no  privilege  to  Great  Uritain  not  granted  by  that  treaty 
France,  so,  on  the  other,  you  shall  not  consent  to  any  peculiar  restr 
tions  or  limitatiomi  whatever  in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 
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aeveral  States  that  without  their  uiianimniis  consent  no  treaty  oT  com- 
merce sliall  be  eutereil  into,  nor  any  trade  or  commerce  carried  on  vitU 
Orcnt  BritaiQ,  vitbout  the  explicit  Htipulatiou  berciniifter  mentioned. 
Yon  are  tliereforo  out  to  consent  to  any  treaty  of  commerce  with  Groat 
Brittdn  vitbout  au  explicit  stipulation  on  ber  pnrt  not  to  molcntor 
Jistiirb  tlie  inhabitants  of  tlie  United  Stales  of  America  in  talcing  flsU 
on  the  banlcH  of  Newfoundland  ami  other  flslmrios  in  the  Aiuuricaii 
seasanywhcre,  excepting  within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the 
shores  of  the  territories  remaiaiug  to  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  if  a  nearer  distance  can  not  be  obtainetl  by  negotiation.  Aiid  in 
the  negotiation  you  are  to  exert  your  most  strenuous  endeavors  to 
obtain  a  nearer  distance  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  particularly 
along  the  shores  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  to  which  latter  we  are  desirous 
that  even  the  shores  may  be  occasionally  used  for  tlie  puri>ose  of  carry- 
ing on  the  flsheiics  by  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 

In  all  matters  you  are  to  govern  yourself  by  your  own  discretion,  as 
shall  be  most  for  the  interest  of  these  States,  taking  cnre  that  the  said 
treaty  be  founded  ou  priuciples  of  eqaality  and  reciprocity,  so  as  to 
conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations,  but  not  to  the  exclu- 
siou  of  others. 


Jay,  President  of  CongiMs— luatinctlons  to  Franklin.' 

In  OonaiiKss,  Atigiu^t  H,  1779. 

Sir:  Having  determined,  i»  order  to  put  a  i>criod  to  thoprosentwar, 
conformably  to  the  humane  dispositions  which  sway  the  allied  powers, 
that  we  would  not  insist  on  a  direct  acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain 
of  our  right  in  the  fisheiies,  this  important  matter  is  liable  to  an  incer- 
titude which  may  be  dangerous  to  the  political  and  iximinciciiil  intcrvsts 
of  the  United  Stalcti.  We  bare  thurofuru  agreed  and  i-e^olved  that  oiir 
rigbt  should  in  no  ciise  be  given  up ;  that  we  would  not  form  any  treaty 
of  coiiimcrce  with  Groat  Britain,  nor  carry  on  any  trade  or  commerce 
whatsoever  with  her,  iiuless  she  shall  make  au  express  stipulation  on 
that  subject,  and  tliiit  if  she  shall,  after  a  treaty  of  peace,  distuib  tlie 
[idiabitants  of  these  SliUes  in  the  exercise  of  it,  we  will  make  it  a  com- 
mon cause  to  obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injure'). 

But,  notwitlistauding  the  pre(;aation.s,  as  Groat  liritaiu  may  agiiin 
light  np  the  flames  of  war,  und  use  our  exercise  of  the  liNheries  as  her 
pretext,  and  since  somo  doubts  may  arise  whether  tliis  object  is  so 
effectually  guarded  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  ntusL  Ghristian 
majesty  that  any  molestatiuu  therein  on  the  part  of  Great  Dritaiu  is 
to  be  considered  as  a  castui  fwda-is,  you  iire  t.o  endeavor  to  obtain  of  his 
majesty  an  explanation  on  that  subject,  upon  the  principle  that,  not- 
withstanding the  high  confidence  reposed  in  hi^  wisdom  and  justice. 
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yet,  considering  lliu  unuurtaiuty  of  liaiiiati  afliiirs,  aud  iiow  doubts  ui) 
bo  aflorwiirds  riiiHed  in  tlio  LtreaaU  of  liin  royal  sucoeHBors,  the  gre 
iniiwrcauce  of  tlio  flsliories  renders  tbo  cttiEous  of  tbese  States  very  e 
lioilous  to  ubtiiiii  lii»  m^}l'Bly'8  sease  with  ruliitioii  to  Uiem  as  tlie  be 
fiucurity  against  tbo  ambitiou  aud  rapiicity  of  tlie  liritisli  court.  F 
tbiB  purpose  you  wilt  iiropose  the  following  articlu,  iu  wUivb,  iievortL 
less,  suvb  iilturatioiiB  iniiy  bo  made  as  tbo  eircuiuatances  and  situatii 
of  aO'uirs  sbiill  niiidor  coiivoniuiit  and  proper.  Slioald  tbe  same  I 
agreed  to  and  executed,  you  are  immediately  to  transmit  a  copy  tbere 
to  our  minisler  at  tbo  court  of  Bpain : 

Whereas,  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  most  Ohristiau  kb 
aud  tbe  United  States  of  North  America,  tbo  two  parties  guaranty  ui 
tually,  from  that  tiu)ti  and  forever,  agninst  all  other  i>owers,  to  wi 
the  Uuited  States  to  his  most  Christiau  majesty  the  possessions  tin 
uppertaiuing  to  tbe  crowu  of  Frauce  in  America,  us  well  as  those  whii 
it  may  oeciuire  by  the  future  treaty  of  peace ;  and  his  most  Ghristi; 
majesty  guaranties,  on  his  part^  to  the  Uuited  States  their  libcit 
sovereignty,  and  independence,  absoluto  and  unlimited,  as  well  iu  nm 
ters  of  government  as  commerce,  aud  also  their  posseasious,  and  tl 
additions  or  coiKincsts  that  their  Uonfcdoration  mightobtain  during  tl 
war,  according  to  the  said  treaty ;  aud  the  said  parlies  did  further  agr 
aud  declare  that,  iu  case  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  Euglau 
the  said  rectiirocal  guaranty  shall  have  its  full  force  aud  effect  tl 
moment  such  war  should  break  out.  And  whereas  doubts  may  herei 
ter  arise  how  far  the  snid  guaranty  extends  to  this  case,  to  wit :  tb 
Great  Uritain  should  niolcAt  or  dii^turb  the  subjects  aud  iidiabiUiuts 
France,  or  of  tliu  said  States  in  taking  lish  ou  the  bunks  of  Newfonii 
laud  and  the  other  liNliing  banks  and  seiw  of  Kortb  America,  former 
and  usually  fvciucnt^d  by  their  subjects  and  iuhabitauls  respectivel 
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Obriatian  mnjest;  aud  tlie  said  United  Statos  shall  make  it  a  commoD 
cause,  aud  aid  oucb  otlioi*  uiiitually  wilb  tlieir  good  olVuea,  tbuir  cuim- 
selfl,  and  tUeir  forces,  according  to  tlie  exigence  of  coiijuiictiires,  as  be- 
comes good  and  faitbfnl  allies;  provided  always  tliat  notliiug  boreiii 
contained  stiati  be  taken  or  uiidenitood  as  coutrnry  tu,  or  inconsistent 
witb,  tbe  true  intent  and  moaning  of  tbe  treaties  alroiHiy  subsisting  be- 
tween bis  most  Clinstiaii  majesty  niid  tlie  said  States;  but  tbe  same 
sball  be  taken  and  aiidorsUxHl  as  explanatory  of,  and  couforuiuljle  to, 
tbose  treaties. 

I  bave  tbe  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JouN  Jay, 

Prcsideut. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  CoUBreBS.' 

riiiLADBLriiiA,  Attgnst  18,  1770. 
Sir  :  I  do  myself  tlie  honor  of  enclosing  a  memorial,!  which  I  bog  of 
you  to  lay  before  Congress  as  early  as  may  be,  and  I  flatter  myaelf  it 
will  be  taken  under  tlieir  considorcitiou  as  soon  as  is  iH>u8i8tout  with 
the  other  important  allairs  before  them. 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  etc., 

SlLAfi  l)Ii;AI4E.( 


Franklin  to  La  rayette.f 

I'AsaY,  August  19, 1771*. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  Junt  now  received  your  favor  of  tlie  17th.  I 
wrote  to  you  a  day  or  two  ago  niul  bave  Httlo  to  ndd.  Yon  ash  my 
opinion  what  conduct  the  Knglish  will  probably  hold  on  this  occasion, 
and  whether  they  will  nut  rather  propose  a  negntialion  for  a  peace.  1 
have  but  one  rule  to  go  by  in  judging  of  tlio»e  i>eoplc,  which  i.s,  that 
whatever  is  pnidont  for  them  to  do  they  will  omit,  and  what  is  most 
impradent  to  be  done  they  will  do  iL  This,  like  other  general  rules, 
may  sometimes  have  its  exceptions;  but  I  think  it  will  hold  good  for 
the  most  part,  at  least  while  the  iireseiit  ministry  cuiitinueK,  or  rather 
while  the  present  ntiuliuiiii  has  the  choice  of  niinisters. 


•M88.  Dop.  of  SUto;  1  Siiarks'  Dip.  Bov.  Corr,,  IM, 

I  AH  tlio  loltors  written  liy  Mr.  Uviiuo  friin  lOtti  of  .Inly  U>  IHlli  of  Due..  177U, 
irereoD  lilo  in  tbo  suorotnry'H  i>\Uao  of  Cougrosx,  nud  takuu  I'miii  lliitiive  fur  tliu  pur- 
pose of  baviiif;  tliotu  rocunliHl  witb  liis  othor  lutturs  of  a  piior  mill  Hiibituqiiuiit  ilntc, 
which  wore  filml  in  tlio  olDco  for  foroiKii  afTitlrx,  oxcopt  tlm  iii<!iii<in.at  iiK^uCiouuil  Ui  be 
enclowHl  la  bis  letter  of  18tb  Aug.,  1779,  which  was  tlinii  aud  is  atill  tuiB<iiiig.— Mcoi- 
araodnin  in  Dep.  of  Stato ;  1  t^pnrlo'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  KiG. 

t  On  Sept.  4, 1779,  Mr.  Doauo  agaiii  applied  t»  CoiigrtBs  fur  iufunimtion  as  to  nctioa 


t)l 


o^[,^■|■[(•  (■(•uKKKi-uNii 


CNCK. 


II  liiHin-  ;v]i('|.lii.u'  1  iiiti  si^ilislinl  willi  l]i.>  iiiinistors  licicl 

^8»il)lo  for  nii.vlhxly  to  i)0  riuii'u  so.     1  see  tlii'j  cxci  I  tlii'insiilvos 

II  tUc  cotiiinuii  cause,  ami  do  uverjtbiu^  for  us  tlifj  ciui.     We 

r  iiotliiiif^  more,  niiless  our  grcnt  wnnl  of  nioiiry  slioiiltl  niiiku 

Ifor  a  Hiibsidj,  to  enable  tin  to  iict  inoru  vii^oronsly  in  HxiHitliii^ 

nil  J' from  Llicir  remaining  po.ste  ami  rcdiiuiiig  Oiuiuila.     Itnt  tlii'ir 

Ipciises  nro  so  grout  tlint  T  can  not  \>rt»»  snoli  an  iiiUlitioii  to  it. 

f,  linwover,  tliat  wu  «)iall  gut  suiito  Hii|i])1icB  of  iirniK  and  iininin- 

anil  ]ii;i-hn|>»,  wlicn  they  can  bo  sitiuxnl,  noine  Blij|m,  to  aid  in 

iri(<  Netv  York  ami  Utiodo  IhIiukI.    Atpruiicnt  1  know  of  no  goinl 

I'tnnityof  tvritiiif;  to  Anittrica.     Tlioiii  are  niorclnuitBliips  continii- 

loiug,  but  tliiw  ivru  very  unuortiiin  uunTeyanocs.     I  long  to  liojir  of 

f  Riifu  arrival  in  ICiikIii'i*),  liut  thu  winds  ai-u  advcrsOi  nud  we  tiiUKt 

p  liatieniic. 

With  tho  siiicurL'Kt  enlt-em  and  rcsjiedt.  I  am,  ever,  otr„, 

ii,  Franklin. 


CougresH.* 

In  OuNOUliSS, /iKffMxf  U3,  1771). 

licsolrednnnai'niinxl!/,  Tliat>  a  «ommiir4H',  (»moistiii(;  of  on  o  mem  Iter 

II  cadi  State,  b(Mi|i|ioiiilul  t4>vuiitcnitnl:itu  thomiiiittlorof  Fniiice  oh 

■  tlio  anniverHiiry  of  tlitt  birth  of  liis  mo»t  UliriHtinn  nniJcHty,  and   to 

I  Httsnre  liim  tbat  tiie  jili-aRuru  wliitili  we  feel  on  this  occiuion  eiui  lie  osl  t- 

'  mated  by  those  only  wlio  have  a  jiiHt  senMo  of  the  extensive  bIet<Hiii;;s 

whieb  many  nations  liiive  alretHly  derived  from  his  wisdom,  jUBlice, 

and  maf;naniiiiity,  and  of  I  he  ]»roK)ieetof  treneral  hai>|)ineKfl  tonninkiml 

M',  ol'  iiis  miiJL-Ktj'a  virliioiis  uxertioiiH  and  i'hjiious 
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Franklin  to  La  Faystt*.* 

I'ASST,  Avgnat  24, 1770. 

Sia:  TliuGuiitrrosfi,  sensible  of  your  merit  towards  tJie  United  Stntes, 
but  unable  Adequately  to  i-eward  it,  doturmiuoil  tu  present  you  with  a 
sword  osa  Biuall  luurk  of  Ihofr grateful  uuknowlodfiincnt.  They  directed 
it  tu  be  omumeuted  witli  suitable  devices.  Some  of  tbe  priucipid  ne- 
tious  of  tiio  war,  in  wbieb  you  diBtiiiguialiod  yourself  by  your  bravery 
fliid  coiuluct,  are  tbei-efore  ivprcseuted  upou  it.  Tlicse,  ivitb  u  few 
emblematic  ligure«,  ull  admirably  well  oxecuted,inuke  its  principal  value. 
Uy  tLe  help  of  tliu  exquisite  artists  Frauce  all'ords  I  Hud  it  uaey  to 
express  everytbing  but  llie  sense  we  bave  of  your  worth  and  our  obli- 
gations to  you ;  fcu'  tliis,  ligures  aud  even  wortis,  are  found  iusufflcieiit. 
I  tberefore  ouly  udd  that',  with  the  moat  iwrfect  esteem,  I  bare  tbe  honor 
to  be,  etc., 

B.  Fbanklin. 

P.  S. — My  gratulHon  goes  to  llavre  with  the  sword  and  will  have  the 
honor  of  prosoutiug  it  to  you. 


A.  Lee  to  tbo  CQinmittee  of  rorelgii  AKairB.I 

Tabis,  Avdttst  24, 1770. 

(jKNTLEMKN  :  1  bad  the  honor  of  writing  you  on  tbe  lOLh,  to  inlbrni 
Uongressof  the  juuuUou  of  the  tluets  of  France  and  Spuin,  the  disposi- 
tion of  tbe  troops  and  ships  of  the  latter  for  tbo  blockiide  of  Uibi-altur 
aud  tbo  security  of  tbeir  commerce,  witb  the  jireparationtt  here  for  in- 
rudiug  Jinghmtl.  Biiico  Unit,  adverse  windH  have  eoutinnally  koptthu 
combined  llect  from  entering  the  cluuincl,  and  of  course  tbe  embarka- 
tion for  the  invasion  wiuts  its  .tpproHtih  and  protection. 

I  am  inl'ormed  and  believe  that  tbe  Kinjiruss  of  Uu8.sta  has  oO'ercd  her 
metliation  between  the  belligerent  powers  iti  Europe,  llet' itarliality 
for  England  is  certain,  and  it  is  fcareil  that  frain  a  partial  iiiediatri-t 
she  nniy  become  a  powerful  ally,  and  draw  with  lier  pcrhaiis  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  with  whom  she  is  upon  good  terms,  and  who  may  not 
lliiiik  it  tu  tlioirintcrcsst  to  Kit  the  naval  power  of  the  house  of  Doitrbon 
acquire  such  an  a.ieciidency,  by  tbcdestrnctiitii  nf  that  of  Oreat  J>ritiiin, 
lis  will  dcjitroy  the  balance  aiul  rivalsliip  in  Europe,  so  as  to  set  up  iiii 
uiiiincstioncd  sovereign  of  the  seas. 

Our  enemies  are  so  mnch  pressed  and  kept  in  check  at  present,  that 
I  do  not  see  a  possil>ility  of  their  sending  any  further  force  against  you 
for  tbe  next  campaign,  nor  a  probability  of  their  being  able  t'>  continue 
that  wliieb  is  already  at  New  York  aud  Khodc  Inland.    Bnt  as  the 

ill lornnai linn  nf  ntlinr  iio.i-nra  ia  at,  ni'niif  nlw.ipi  fn  lin  Irnnhiii  vinw    -uiil 
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that  ititerpositioii  will  not  only  roiidor  the  issue  of  the  war  uncertain, 
but  place  the  d<ay  of  peivce  far  distant,  I  can  not  help  signifying  my 
most  earnest  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  employ  that  respite 
in  so  arranging  and  reforming  the  administration  of  the  public  finances, 
and  strengthening  the  country  both  by  sea  and  land,  as  to  be  able  to 
maintain  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  Statues  in 
spite  of  any  European  combination  that  may  be  formed  against  it. 

The  English  papers  tell  us  that  the  Count  WEstaing^  of  ten  guns  and 
fourteen  swivels,  with  dispatches  from  Congress,  was  taken  the  14th 
of  July,  oil'  Cape  Finisterre^  and  that  the  dispatches  fell  into  their 
hands. 

The  uncertainty  of  what  will  be  the  final  resolution  of  Congress  re- 
garding me  upon  the  review  of  foreign  affairs,  and  after  all  the  licen- 
tious means  that  I  perceive  have  been  employed  to  injure  my  charsicter, 
has  determined  me  to  await  their  ultimate  commands  at  this  place. 
These  will  either  save  me  from  an  ineffectual  journey  to  Madrid,  or 
fortify  me  with  full  instructions,  and  a  reassurance  of  that  confidence 
which  it  Inis  been  the  endeavor  of  my  enemies  to  withdraw  from  me. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

August  2G. 
P.  S. — The  combined  fleet  was  as  far  up  the  channel  as  Plymouth  on 
the  18tli,  and  had  taken  the  Ardcntj  of  sixty-four  guns.  This  being  a 
proper  time  of  the  moon  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  it  is  proba- 
bly executing  at  this  moment,  and  our  enemies  will  soon  taste  of  those 
uiiseries  which  they  have  so  wantonly  visited  upon  us. 


La  Fayette  to  Franklin.* 

Havre,  August  20, 1779. 

Sir:  Whatever  expectsitions  might  hsive  been  raised  from  the  sense 
of  past  favors,  the  goodness  of  the  United  States  for  mo  has  ever  been 
such,  that  on  every  occasion  it  far  surpasses  any  idea  I  could  have  con- 
ceived. A  new  proof  of  th<at  flattering  truth  I  find  iu  the  noble  present 
which  Congress  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with,  and  which  is  of- 
fered in  such  a  manner  by  your  excellency  as  will  exceed  any  thing 
but  the  feelings  of  my  unbounded  gratitude. 

In  some  of  the  devices  I  can  not  help  finding  too  honorable  a  rewanl 
for  those  slight  services  which,  in  concert  wRh  my  fellow  soldiers,  and 
under  the  godlike  American  hero's  orders,  I  had  the  good  luck  to  render. 
The  sight  of  these  actions,  where  I  was  a  witness  of  American  bravery 
and  })iitriotic  spirit,  I  shall  ever  enjoy  with  that  pleasure  which  becomes 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  70;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  437. 
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a  heart  KtowiDg  witli  lovo  for  the  tintiou  mid  tbo  most  ardent  ceal  for 
tlieir  glory  and  hnppiness.  Aasarances  of  grnlitucle,  wUicli  I  beg  leave 
to  present  to  your  excellency,  nre  much  too  iu»iler|iiate  to  my  fecliugs,  . 
and  nothing  Itut  those  soutimenta  may  properly  iicknowledgo  your  kind- 
DeM  towards  ino.  The  polite  maimer  in  which  Mr.  Franklin  nae  pleased 
to  deliver  that  ineHttmablo  Hwonl  lays  luo  under  great  obligations  to 
him  and  demands  my  particular  thanks. 

With  the  ino»t  perfect  rosi>ect,  L  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

La  Faykttf. 


Chaamont  to  Dumaa. 

Passy,  September  2, 1771). 

SiB:  I  desire  yon  may  repair  immediately  to  Amsterdam,  to  render 
all  the  services  that  may  det»eticl  on  3'on  to  a  sijiiatlroii  nnder  command 
of  Mr.  Joiiea,  bearing  tbo  American  Hag,  which  in  bound  to  the  Texel. 

The  %'e88els  which  composo  this  sqmwlrnn  are: 

Ituii  Hmiimo  RiclianI Cai'liiiit  .Jones....  12 

AIKaiice Cn|>laiit  Lanrl:iia  ..  3G 

Vattau Captnhi  CoUitinaii  IIO 

Corf Cn|>liuii  Vnra);cit  .   IS 

Vehgcaiiuo ........ Cnptaiii  Uiuut 19 

Vessels  wht<;h  itiny  have  joinwl : 

MoiiniriiT Cii]>tiiiii 40 

amiulvillo Cuj.lniu Vi 

Mintin Calililiil 't! 

It  is  ncctWHary  that  you  reipiiru  of  the  comiii:iii(Iaiits  of  (Iichc  veasi-lH 
thegreatoHt  circiiTiii^pcction  not  to  oll'eiid  the  l>[ili;b  and  not  to  all'ord 
subject  for  any  complaint. 

Jf  thissi|nadi'ouha))  needol'niiy  rurreKbmeiit.'^  or  aid,  yon  will  addreas 
ynnrself  to  M.  do  N^enfvjlle  to  jiroenie  them. 

As  soon  an  said  sqnadron  arriviw   I  wIhIi  you  to  mlviso  me  "f  it,  that 
1  may  take  the  necessary  mcaHiircH  to  sond  t.o  the.  AmerioiiiH  the  su])- 
plics  of  wliieli  they  may  have  need. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.. 

Approved.  Ln  llAv  iiK  Ciiaumont. 

B,  Franklin. 


JlO  mrr.oMATic  cniiiti:sroNUENCE. 

Vergennea  to  avrard.* 

1h  CoHaBKSS,  September  7. 

Tlio  I'rettideiit  hiid  buforu  Ooiigruss  a  paper  of  intelligence,  wbicli  1 

received  from  llio  ininisk'i-  [ilouiputuiiliary  of  Frniicv,  and  wliicli  is  i 

TollowR,  beinK  i»u  extiiUit  of  n  letter  from  Count  do  Vergcuiies  to  J 

(ivt'iml,  dated  Vei'SiiilluK,  June 29, 1770: 

[TrniiNlntluii.l 

BiR :  The  decl^ioti  of  8|>niii  \a  public.  Jler  aiiiUasKiidor  qiirttt 
Iioiidoii  oil  the  ISth  of  t.liJH  iiiontli ;  lio  is  iioav  at  rar>a.  Ilur  forces  a: 
on  tlieir  iiiiireli  to  Join  with  ours,  Tbe  junction  nimle,  tliey  will  e 
dciivor  to  iiillict  o[i  Knglund  a  blow  eurHcicntly  Iietivy  to  force  lieu 
ackiiowk'dgc  tlie  inilcpcndenco  of  Auierioa.  To  freo  bcrself,  if  possib) 
from  tliis  liiird  necessity,  and  to  pioeure  lieruelf  tlio  power  of  opposii 
at  Konio  fiitiiro  titiio  a  nation  wliicli  sliu  will  not  without  great  relu 
l:v[icu  consent  to  free  from  the  servitude  wliicli  shewiebinl  to  impoi 
n[>on  them,  it  seems  that  she  bas  sunt  two  emissaries  to  Congress  wil 
the  oO'cr  of  a  ttncc,  iiikI  even  with  power  to  withdraw  ail  the  Englit 
I'orci's  if  AiiuTica  will  deterinino  to  give  up  our  alliance  and  to  separa 
bcvsclf  from  lis. 

1  do  nut  imagine  tliat  this  troncliory  can  even  outer  into  the  mil 
of  Cony;reaaj  but  if  they  sbuuld  lio  enticed  by  tholoveof  i>eacc,  a  sing 
retlection  ought  to  .slop  it.  As  soon  us  l<jngUiiul  sball  bavo  proved  t1 
defection  sbe  enn  m'l.lle  licrall'airs  witli  us,  and  wo  sball  baveiioro 
son  to  I'cfnso  to  do  it.  8ho  will  then  fall  iiimiii  America  with  tbe  who 
muHS  of  her  power,  viM'y  (u>rt!iiii  that  no  nation  in  I'lnroiie  will  aftt 
wnidstiike  any  iritmcst  in  a  n:vtioii  wbicb  sliull  havu  signaliz(.>d  i 
liirlli  liy  the  most  uiiwortby  t»)wardicc  of  whicb  a  guveriiinent  can  i 
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A  motion  vos  then  made  by  Mr.  Dickiuson,  aecorided  by  Mr.  Mathews, 
as  follows : 

That  if  his  Catholic  mnjcsty  shall  dotcrmino  to  tuke  jiart  with 
Frauceaud  tlio  United  States  of  America,  in  snch  case  the  iniuister 
lilciiipotentiary  of  these  United  States  be  empowered  in  their  unmr  to 
conclude  wilh  the  most  Christian  and  Catholic  kings  a  treaty  or  trealiest 
Ihei-eby  assuring  to  these  States  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Uenutidas,  and 
the  Floridas,  wlien  conquered,  and  the  free  and  full  exercise  of  tiiu 
tutuiHioti  right  of  these  States  to  the  fisheries  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland and  tho  other  tishing  banks  and  seas  of  Nortii  America,  and 
also  tlio  free  navigation  of  the  Mississijipi  into  the  sc-a.  That  the  said 
minister  bo  instructed  to  endeavor  by  all  means  in  his  power  to  i>rocnru 
the  assurance  of  the  said  connlrics  and  navigation  to  these  States ;  but 
if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  positively  insist  ui>on  the  Floridas  being 
ceded  to  him,  aud  upon  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  from 
that  part  thereof  wliicli  lies  in  latitndc  thirty-ono  degrees  north  from 
the  equator  \o  its  nioutli,  in  such  cases  the  said  minister  be  instructed 
to  agree  (o  such  propositions,  to  assent  to  mutual  guaranties,  to  wit: 
Of  the  X'loridas  and  the  uiivigatton  aforesaid  to  the  King  of  Spam,  and 
of  Canatia,  Nova  Scotia,  Bermudas,  and  the  fisheries  aforesaid  to  tlieso 
Sl-atcs,  and  to  procure  if  possible  thcestablishnicnt  of  afreo  connnerce 
for  the  iidtahilanis  of  these  States  with  some  port  or  ports  on  the  said 
river  below  the  Siiid  degree  of  latitude,  except  for  such  articles  as  may 
lie  in  the  treaty  particularly  enumerated.  That  the  said  miiiisler  he 
instructed  that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  Congress  to  continue  the  war  fur 
the  uctpiisition  of  the  countries  before  mentioned,  and  tiierefore,  if  hi:) 
Catholic  niujeaty  shall  obtain  the  Floridas  from  Creat  Britain  by  cession 
or  by  war  with  or  without  the  assistance  of  thcso  Slates,  they  will 
guaranty  the  same  to  his  majesty ;  but  that  in  such  case  the  said  inin- 
ixtcr  be  instructed  to  endeavor  strenuously  to  obtsiin  for  these  Stales  the 
assurance  of  the  iisheries  and  commerce  aforesaid.  That  the  said  niiu- 
ister  be  instructed  to  jirocure  an  article  to  be  inserted  contracting  for 
the  delivery  of  miisls  for  the  royal  navy  of  Spain  at  some  convenient 
port  or  iiortja  in  these  Stales,  providing  therein  that  no  greater  (juantity 
be  stipulated  for  than  these  States  ciin  spare  willi  convenience  lolheui- 
sclves.  That  the  said  minister  bo  instructed  to  endeavor  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power  to  procure  fmiu  his  Catholic  majesty  thoannnal 
payment  to  these  States  of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  either  incouipcnsa- 
tion  for  their  exertions  or  for  the  ^ipiivalentbefoiu  mentioned. 


Sl-il'THMlJKU  10,  17T9. 
motinti  of  Mr.  flaiifington,  si-c-onded  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Pi\'2  jirrLoMATic  coitJtr.sroNDiiNCE. 

A  niotiuii  was  tlicu  insulo  by  Mr.  Hunting  ton,  sccoudetl  by  Mr.  Smit 
ns  fullowa: 

WliviTiifi,  by  tlio  treaties  siibBistiiig  botwc«a  bia  most  Cbristii 
iiiiiji'sty  iiiiil  tilt)  Utiitccl  StiitcH  of  Aiiicricn,  n  power  is  reserved  to  L 
Oiitliolic  mn.iiisty  "  to  accoilo  to  tlio  Bttid  treaties  and  to  partlcipiito 
Ilicir  »l,i|mliiti(iii.s  itt  sncit  titno  as  lio  siiall  judge  proper,  it  being  wi 
iitidorstooil,  ncvci'tliclesR,  tlint  if  any  of  tlie  atipnlntione  of  tlie  sn 
ti(':tli(<H  iire  not  nf;recnblu  to  tlio  King  of  Spain,  bis  (Jatliolic  niajos 
may  piopoRu  otiivr  conditions  aunlogoiia  to  tbo  principal  aim  of  t1 
alliance  and  coidbnnaldo  to  tlio  rnk's  of  equality,  reciprocity,  ai 
fiieiulsliip;" 

And  wlicrciis  nlionld  his  Uatliolic  mujesty  accede  to  the  said  treati 
without  any  aUcratiDii,  bo  must  Ihs  under  tlio  necessity  of  renoiincii 
forever  all  dainiM  to  ttio  possesHion  of  tlio  Floridas,  of  tlie  utmost  con; 
qnence  to  IiIk  kingdom  and  more  particnlarly  to  bis  American  domi 
ioii.s  : 

In  order,  tlicrcforo,  tliat  nothing  may  bo  wanting  od  tlie  part  of  the 
8t!ile.s  to  further  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  wi 
biij  (Jiitholic  nmjesty  consistent  witb  tbo  engagements  of  tbe  sitid  Stat 
and  agreeable  to  his  most  Obristiim  innjcsty,  their  ally, 

ResolvciJ,  That  if  bis  Catholic  majesty  shall  accede  to  tbo  sa 
treaties,  and,  in  concurrence  with  Franco  and  the  United  States 
America,  coiitiiino  the  prcscut  war  with  Oreat  Britain  for  the  purpoa 
expressed  in  tlio  treaties  aforesaid,  bo  shall  not  thereby  be  precludi 
from  securing  to  lijinself  tlio  Floridas ;  on  thccoutrary,  if  he  shall  tbii 
proper  to  at  tuck  tliem,  tlieao  United  Slates  will  aid  and  assist  his  Oat 
olio  imijesty  in  such  enterprise  witb  such  provisions  and  iiaval  stores 
shall  be  rei[iiired  by  his  Uatholic  majesty  and  can  bo  furnished  by  tbe 
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A.  I>ea  to  tba  President  of  Coagtaam.' 

Paris,  September  10, 1779. 

8ia:  I  have  seen  in  tbejonruals  of  Congrew,  trnusmitteil  to  me  by 
the  committco  of  foreign  coirespoudeiice,  tbnt  Mr.  Taca,  Mr.  W.  U. 
Drayton,  ami  Mr.  Oarinicliuci  have  been  tHsriuittcd  to  lay  buforo  you 
Intelligence  aud  inrorniation  coDccruing  me,  nnd  that  nt  a  uioiuoQt  in 
wbicli  Congress  were  to  decide,  witboiit  bearing  uie,  on  wbat  materially 
concerned  my  bonor  and  reputation  botb  in  America  and  Europe. 

I  may  venture  to  sny,  sir,  without  fcarof  con(railictioii,thnt  tbia  is  a 
new  mode  ofjiidtuial  proceeding  in  a  country  contending  for  Uberty  nnd 
justice;  a  ino<Io  of  which  every  man  in  or  out  of  Oongrefis  would  com- 
plain if  applied  to  himself,  and  under  which  it  is  im[>o8Hible  that  any 
man's  character  can  be  eafo  from  the  attenipta  of  inalieo  and  falsebootl. 

Congress  will  permit  mo  to  request  that  they  will  ordrr  copies  of  that 
intelligence  and  infonnation  to  bo  transmitted  to  me,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  do  myself,  tbongli  late,  the  justice  of  answering  them. 

[In  the  mean  time  I  bog  leave  to  itrfonn  Congress  that  I  will  trans- 
mit to  them  by  the  flral.  safe  opportiiully  such  evidence  of  Mr.  Car- 
michael's  character  and  conduct  as  I  trust  will  fully  satisfy  them  how 
unfit  and  unworthy  that  gentleman  was  to  be  credited  in  any  evidence 
or  information  ho  may  have  given  concerning  me.  Svitberdo  [despair 
of  being  able  to  prove  in  time  to  Congress  and  to  my  conn  try  tlio 
secret  motives  of  interest  or  malice  which  have  actuated  the  conduct 
of  those  who  have  stood  foremost  in  endeavoring  to  cover  the  crimes  of 
others  and  visit  them  unjustly  upon  me.] } 
I  have  the  bonor  to  be,  etc., 

AiiTiiuii  Liiii:. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  CougreBs.t 

BiiAmTiiiSF,,  NepU'wher  10, 1779. 

Sir:  Ix)oking  over  tlic  printed  jounnils  of  the  ISIIt  of  last  April,  1 
And  in  tbo  rcportoflbo  committee  appointed  to  lake  inloconKidernlion 
the  foreign  nd'airs  of  tbe  United  States,  and  also  the  conduct  of  the  late 
and  present  commissioners  of  those  States,  the  two  following  articles: 

1.  Thivtitniipcarati>Uiom  lliiit  Dr.  rrniikliii  iHjilciilpntoiiti.iry  forMireeSlnltwint  tlio 
court  of  Frniico;  Dr.  Artlmr  Leo,  cointiiinfiioiier  fur  llio  roiii  t  orR|..iiii ;  Mr.  William 
I>OD,  commiBMioiirr  fur  tlio  cniirtn  of  VloMiilv  nliil  llnrlin  ;  Mr.  1{!il|>1i  ]i:nrt1,  cnmiiijn. 
nioiiPC  fur  Ihecoiirt  «f  TuHcmij;  Itiat  Mr.  Jciliii  Acliimfi  wiw  n[i]iniiitvil  oTianrihocoiii- 
luisaiunors at  tLocourt  uf  Krniico  in  llio  pl.icc  urMr.  Dunuo,  wha  li:iil  been  npiiuioted 

■  HSS.  Dop.  of  State;  1  Sp.trks'  Dip.  Rov.  Curr.,  5(;H,  with  uiuisaiuiis  aud  yerlial 
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njdiiitcDiiuiiiHhioiiur  witli  Dr.  rra&kliu  adiI  Dr.  ArtbiirLea,  but  tbat  thofiaid  cog 
iniMiun  tirftlr.  AUaum  is  aii|>i'ri«o<Ie(1 117  tb«  plenipotetitinry  oomtnlnion  to  Dr.  Krankll 
2.  Tliat  in  Ilia  coiinoor  tboir exAiniiiattnii  niiil  hiqairj  tliey  fiuil  uiniiy  compluiii 
a};aiiiHt  tliosoiil  coiiiiiiiwiiniiurs  and  ibe  politicnlanilGoiniuBTclBl  agoooj  nfMt.  Dou 
wliicli  coiti[ili>iiitH,  with  Ihu  uviileiice  in  aiipiiort  tlicrouf,  aro  liorewitk  iluliv«r««1,  ai 
lu  wiiicli  tliu  ciiiiiiLiilloti  lii-g  loavo  to  rofor, 

Tbo  word  "suiil,"  in  tlie  secouil  nrticlc,  refers  to  tlio  comiiiiesioiio 
iiieiilioiiuci  ill  llio  fir»t;  unci  as  my  uame  is  iimuug  tlieiu,  I  Icurii  from  bom 
Hint  tlioro  wore  suttio  uoiiiplaiiits  ngniiiHt  iiic,  aiid  tbat  tliu  uviiloiiue 
8ii|ilioi't  of  tliciii  wiis  dulivered  to  Cougress  Ipy  tlio  coiuiuittvo. 

I  Uiorcroi'o  pniy  tltiit  I  may  be  favored  witli  copies  of  tboao  compbiitii 
aiidcvidciicva,  aii<I  Itioiiiiiiiea  of  my  accusers,  and  Uio  witnesses iigaiii 
me,  that  1  may  take  micU  measures  us  may  bo  iu  iiiy  |)owor  to  justt 
myself  to  Ouiigic»s. 

I  hiivo  tlio  lioiior  to  lie,  etc, 

JouN  Adams. 


CoueieBB— Froceedinea  as  to  Uie  Conditions  of  Paclflcatioii,  aart  partioulai 
as  to  tlie  Misaluippl  aud  the  FiabetleB.* 

[For  (irior  (iroctHHliiigH,  seo  tNpm,  RujitcmbBT  U,  17?!).] 

Saturday,  September  l\,il7d. 
Congress  roRiiiiicd  tlio  consideration  of  tlio  resolution,  wliicb,  aft 
debate,  vins  n^recd  to.  Congress  tlieii  )>ioceeded  to  tlio  const derati( 
of  tlie  iiravinoH,  and  a  motion  was  iiiiide  by  iMr.  MclCean  to  amend  tj 
lirst  {proviso  by  striking  out  "and,"  after  the  words  "into  tlio  sea,"  ai 
in  lieu  tliereol' inserting  "or."! 


SEl-TEMBER   1[>,  1779.  SUt 

The  aoibassadctr  of  l^raoco  nlabea  that  tUn  great  city  had  shown  itself 
leas  iuUeziblo  aguiust  the  army  augiueutalion,  and  that  it  bad  set  ofl 
this  Bugmeutntiou  agaiust  uutiuiited  aud  cQ'ectuiil  convoys.  I  am  uot 
of  this  opiiiiou.  I  thiuk  they  would  thereby  put  a  dangerous  weajwri 
iuto  tbo  builds  of  the  Anglouiaiics,  nud  that  the  con  voya  would  bo  no  less 
ovodetl,  and  tlio  ropublicau  party  led  by  tlio  nose  Onr  friend  reasons 
better,  ill  wishing  tliat  bis  coniitry  should  be  »  commercial,  and  not  a 
mediating,  power  in  Europe.  In  fact,  einco  from  lliu  ockuowlcdgmeiit 
of  the  Anglomancs  tbeuisclvcs  there  is  little  to  fcnr  for  tiie  icpiiblic 
(for  oil  the  partof  the  Gnglish  it  is  clear  that  it  is  not  military  but  uavnt 
toirxs  that  alic  waute) ;  and  since  botli  are  so  much  at  the  disiHKial  of  the 
AngloniancB,  it  is  as  well  for  ns  and  for  tbo  republic  itself  that  Ibey 
should  remain  on  the  old  footing ;  and  this  probably  will  happen ;  for 
commerce,  seeing  they  do  not  protect  it,  will  not  tbe  next  year  pay  the 
double  of  tbe  right  of  entry  and  the  exciBo ;  and  this  will  reduce  the 
fleet  of  the  republic  from  thirty-two  to  twenty-two  vessels  great  aud 
small. 

Septentber  20.  The  court  of  France  has  innde  n  declaration  here  that 
it  hiis  prohibited  throngliout  tbo  kingdom  the  iin[>ortatatIon  of  cheese 
from  Ifortli  Holland,    Thisiuterdiet  will  not  be  removed  until  thecities 
of  North  Ilolliind  have  acceded  to  the  alTair  of  convoy. 
1  have  liouor  tc  bo,  etc., 

DUAIAS. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  CoiigroaB.' 

ITlilNHl.. ,| 

rniLADHLl'lTlA,  flepfember  15, 1779. 
8m:  The  minister  plciii|iotentiary  of  Prance,  who  is  pre))aring  to 
dejtart  immediately,  lias  Mic  lionor  to  re<]iict<t  tlie  ('ongrcss  of  the  United 
Htatefl  to  be  piciincd.  In  tbo  eniirse  of  tlir.  week,  it'  it  bo  not  inconveni- 
ent^ to  giant  him  an  audience  fur  the  piirpoKc  of  t>iiking  leave  of  Con- 
gress. 

Geraud. 


Jn  CdNCUESS,  fiipianber  15,  177il.f 

Retolved,  That  Friday  next  be  osHigiieil  for  granting  a  private  audi- 
ence to  M.  Ucrard,  niinistur  plcniputcntiaiy  of  Fiiinue,  in  order  to  his 
taking  leave. 

Resolved,  That  tliis  private  »ndicnc<!  bo  in  full  Congress. 


'Ml!  DU'LUMATIC    COUKKSI'ONDKHCK. 

Friday,  Seplcmher  17. 
Resolved,  Tlint  two  members  bo  appointed  to  iiitroduco  tbo  minitil 
tu  the  privivto  nitOiciicc. 
The  minister,  being  iiitro«Iucc{l,  took  liis  leave  iit  tlio  foUowiui; 8)>eeG 

M.  OHItAUU'S  Sl'GKCU  0«  TAKING  LKAVK  OP  CONOEBSS. 

[Trnn-Iiilioti.] 

(iENTLEMKn:  Tlio  king,  my  inaBtcr,  having  been  pleased  to  ac<H^ 
tlio  IT  p  resell  tuition  8  wliieh  iiiy  bad  stitto  of  licitlUi  eom|>clled  mo  to  inn 
to  liiiii,  lin»  pei'inittod  me  (o  return.  At  tlie  Bumo  time  he  bos  been 
tiiiKtu  to  Rouil  ituotlier  miiiiiitor  ploiii|H>teiitinry  to  Americii,  in  oiil 
tliat  tlicre  may  l>e  no  interruption  in  tiie  cure  of  cnltivatiu^;  t 
mntual  fricudKliip.  I  must  lo-iveit  to  tlio  talcntH  or  tlio  Obevalier  < 
III  Luzerne  to  expiiUii  to  you  hia  utajeBty's  sentiments,  and  will  coiifi 
inyRL'lf  lioro,  gontleiiien,  to  expressing  to  you  tlie  sntisfiictioii  I  slii 
cxpeiioiiro  in  giving  ixn  acuouiit  to  litm  of  tlio  events  of  whieU  I  ha 
been  -A  witness  dniiiig  more  tliau  n  year's  residence  with  you.  J 
will  perceive  in  tliem  tbo  sentiments  wliieb  niiiniato  and  direct  yo 
counsels,  your  wisdom,  your  llrmiiess,  your  attaelimeiit  to  tbe  alliauf 
iinil  your  r.cnl  lor  tlic  ))ros|ierity  of  tlio  coimnon  caiiGO  and  of  tlio  t\ 
respeetivti  nations.  Ho  will  see,  witb  pleasure,  tbo  vaUiablo  uiii 
whicU  coiiRtitiitCH  tlio  principal  force  and  power  of  confederati 
Auicvica,  tli:it  not  only  tlio  eitizeiis  are  in  no  want  of  zeal  or  vigor 
re|ii-l  tliu  ini'.nrsion.s  wbieli  boiieefortb  can  liavo  no  oUior  object  than 
barbarous  devuslutiori,  but  also  tbat  tlicro  is  no  American  \rbo  do 
not  perceive  tbe  neceesrly  of  uniting  to  linmble  Uie  coiumou  cneii 
more  and  iiioiv,  and  lx>  weaken  bim  by  efTorL^  proportionate  to  llio  ii 
l>ortaiiee  of  puitiitg  a  bappy  cud  to  a  glorious  revolution,  find  also 
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8iB :  Vf9  receive  witli  much  conceru  tlio  iiititnatioii  you  hnre  (riven 
as  that  the  liniL  state  of  yonr  hcaltli  obligor  yoii  to  leave  America ; 
tbongb,  at  tbe  snme  time,  we  are  sciisiblo  of  tbo  voutiiiucd  ri'ioii<iiy 
care  of  liis  most  Cbrislinii  majesty  in  aeudiug  a  uuw  minister  i»)ouipo- 
tentiary  to  tbcse  Stntcs. 

Oreatas  our  regret  is  in  thus  parting  witli  yon,  yetitaCTurilsuspleaa- 
nro  U>  tbink  bow  well  disiwsctl  yoa  are  to  improve  the  favorable  op- 
iwrtunities  yon  will  bavo  on  your  return  to  Fmucu  of  evincing  to  his 
iniyesty  tlio  reality  of  those  sentiments  on  our  part  wtiich  may  justly 
be  tormeil  tbe  animating  ]iriiic]plca  of  tlio  Uuitv<l  States. 

liy  such  roprosentalions  tlic  king  will  be  assured  that  the  citizenn 
of  these  States  observe  with  the  most  lively  satiafiicliou  tbe  repeated 
instances  of  bis  amity  for  them  ;  tbat  they  reganl  tbe  alliance  as  an  in- 
Mtimablo  connuctiun,  endenred  to  them  by  the  purity  of  tbe  motives  ou 
whicb  it  was  founded,  the  advantages  derived  from  it,  nud  the  bless- 
ings it  promises  to  both  nations ;  that  tlicir  reBolutioii  of  securing  its 
essential  objecis,  liberty  and  indcpcmlence  is  uiiiiltcrable ;  tbat  they 
are  dctorntined  by  alt  the  exertions  iu  their  puwvr  to  advance  the  com- 
)non  cause,  and  to  demonstrate  tbat  while  they  are  attcutive  to  tbeir 
own  iutcrcsis,  they  as  ardently  desii-o  to  approve  tbcinselves  not  only 
faithful  but  atrevtioniite  allies. 

liy  li  residence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Oongic^s  you  are  enabled  to 
form  acompctentjndgincntof  tbe  diDivultics  wo  have  hud  to  encoun- 
ter, as  well  as  of  our  oll'urts  to  remove  them. 

Sir,  we  should  bo  deficient  iu  the  rcsiHSCt  duo  to  distinguisbed  merit 
if  wo  sboubl  fail  to  cuibntce  this  o]i])ortunity  of  testifying  the  liigb  es- 
teem which  you  liave  obt.iiihed  throughout  this  country  by  yoi<r  public 
and  private  conduct.  You  liavo  happily  combinctl  a  vigilant  devotion 
to  tliu  dignity  and  interest  of  onr  most  excellent  and  illustrious  ally, 
with  a  zeiUous  attiusbniunt  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  those  States. 

Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability,  and  diligence  in  discharging  the 
eminent  trust  reposed  in  you  bavo  secured  our  entire  conGdnnco,  and 
now  solicit  from  us  tbe  strongest  declarations  of  our  sati.sf<ictiuu  with 
your  bcliavior. 

That  you  may  bo  ble»s'Hl  with  a  favorable  voyage,  the  approbation 
of  your  sovereign,  Ibe  perfect  recovery  of  your  hoaltb,  and  all  hapxii- 
IIC88  aro  among  the  warmest  wishes  of  every  uicmbci'  of  this  body. 

By  order  ol  Uougress. 

John  Jay, 


Mi->uiiuii  Lu  y,inii   iiijij^Ni^  s  (ii^niiy  and  mlrivst,  ; 
llic  terms  ami  piiiicipU's  t»r  the  alliance,  \vhiU»,  ; 
(U'lnonstrateil   his   attachment  to  the  lionor  and 
States. 

Thus  8crviii|^  liis  soverei|;n,  ho  <icqiiircd  our  oi 
esteem,  and  lias  evinced  3*our  royal  wisdom  in  e 
]>roi)er1y  qualifled  to  be  the  lirst  minister  sent  to  i 
AmericiV. 

That  the  Supreme  Iluler  of  the  universe  may  bes 
ycur  majesty  is  the  prayer  of  your  faithful  and  affe 
allies. 

Done  at  Philadelidiia  the  seventeenth  day  of  Se] 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven 
gress  of  the  United  States  of  Americii. 


Substance  of  a  Conference  between  M.  cle  la  Luzerne 

ingtou  at  Headquarters,  "West  Poiu' 

SEr. 

The  minister  opened  the  conference  by  observiii 
of  Miissiichusett^s  had  represented  to  him  the  disadvi 
commerce  was  likely  to  sufler  from  the  late  misfoi 
ami  the  advantages  which  would  result  if  his  excellen 
could  detach  a  few  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates  to 
their  coast  for  protecting  their  commerce  and  countc 
tions  of  their  cruisers  against  that  of  the  enemy.    B 
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of  tlio  council  vith  nssamiicfl  of  tliis  kiud,  a  motive  of  Biiuh  iiiiiior- 
tniict!  would  liavu  tiio  grunt^flt  iiilluuiiue  fti  clvtcniiininf;  tlio  cuiicurroncM 
of  Count  d'Estaing,  and  iui(r)it  tbe  better  JHStify  Iiim  in  dornntrinfr  or 
contracting  bis  plans  in  tbe  West  Indioa  by  lualiiu^  n  dctnciiu>ent  of 
liis  force. 

Tbe  general  an8^Tere<l  tbat  if  Uoiint  d'Estaing  could  Bimta  a  dctiidi- 
nicnt  8U|ienor  to  tbe  euuiuy's  naval  force  npoii  tbis  coutiuent,  rctaiuiug 
audi  n  foixM)  in  tlie  West  luditM  aa  n'onld  put  it  out  of  ttio  encniy'H 
IH>wor  U>  dotacli  au  e<)u»l  force  to  tbia  continent  ivitlioitt  leaving  tlicm- 
aelvcB  inferior  in  tlio  isIandH,  tbe  mcnaiiro  would  bavo  »  bigli  probiv- 
bilityof  many  important  and  iterbapa  decisive  adviuitagCH;  but  tlieue 
woni<l  du]>en(l  u|>Dii  several  contingciiciea,  as  tbe  lime  in  wliicb  tbo 
deliicliment  can  arrive  and  tbo  [waltion  and  force  of  tlio  enemy  wbcn 
it  arrives.  Tbat  tbe  acaaou  proi>er  for  mililary  opvrntions  was  now 
pretty  far  a<lvnnccd,  and  to  make  a  winter  campaign  would  require  a 
disposition  of  our  nmgazines  peculiar  to  it,  wbicli  could  not  be  made 
without  a  large  increase  nf  expense ;  a  circumshuico  not  to  be  dcsinul 
ill  tlie  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  unless  tlio  arrival  of  a  navnl  succor 
was  an  event  of  some  certainty.  Tbat  witli  respect  to  tbo  position 
and  force  of  tlie  enemy,  tbey  bad  now  abmit  fourtL>on  tlionsaiid  men  at 
New  York  and  its  depoudcnoics  and  between  tbrce  and  four  Uiousand 
at  Ktioile  Island  ;  tbat  to  reduce  tbe  former,  if  it  fbouhl  be  conrentred 
on  tbe  island,  would  require  extensive  preparations  bcfoi-iOiand,  botb 
as  to  magazines  and  aids  of  men,  wbieli  eonb)  not  witii  pi-opricty  be 
undertaken  on  a  precarious  expectation  of  assistance.  Jtut  Unit  if  tiio 
garrison  of  Itliodo  Island  sbould  continue  tbere  we  slioutd  Iiave  every 
reason  to  expect  its  reduction  by  »  combiitcd  u]>emtion  ;  it  iiiiglit,  how- 
ever, be  witbdrawn.  lie  added  tbat  tbo  onciny  up|iear  to  be  making 
large detacbnienta  from  New  York,  wbicb  tlie  pi-esent  sitiialloii  of  tlieir 
alfiiii-a  aeeiiis  to  exact ;  that  tliero  is  a  bigli  pixibsibilty  uf  tlieir  living 
left  so  weak  as  to  give  us  an  opjiortiinity  during  tbe  iviuteruf  noting 
cQectually  against  New  York  in  cose  of  tbe  arrival  uf  a  tiect  to  co- 
operate witli  lis  even  witb  the  force  we  now  have  and  could  suddenly 
assemble  on  an  cniergoncy;  that,  at  all  events,  the  Fn^ncli  sijimdnni 
would  be  able  to  strike  an  important  stroke  in  tbe  capture  and  <leslruc- 
tion  of  tbe  enemy's  vessels  of  war,  witb  a  large  number  of  transiiurts, 
an<l  perhii{is  seamen. 

lie  concluded  witb  observing  that,  tiiough  in  tbe  great  uneertivinly 
of  Mio  arrival  of  a  mpnulron  he  cH>u!d  not  undertake  to  uiiike  expensive 
]>reparatio»8  for  iio-operuting,  nor  pledge  himself  for  doing  it  eirechinlly, 
yet  there  was  the  greatest  prospect  of  utility  from  the  arrival  of  such 
a  squadron,  and  bo  would  engage  to  do  everything  in  his  power  for  im- 
proving its  aid  if  it  should  appear  open  our  const ;  that,  if  the  present 
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the  measure  to  the  utmost  of  onr  resources  aucl  should  have  the  hif^hest 
hoi)es  of  its  success ;  it  would,  however,  be  uecessary,  to  prevent  delay 
aud  give  efficacy  to  the  project,  that  he  should  have  some  previous 
notice. 

Tlie  uiiuister  replied  that  the  general's  delicacy  uiiou  the  occasion 
was  very  proper,  but  as  he  seemed  unwilling  to  give  assurances  of 
efifcctual  co-operation  in  conveying  the  application  to  the  admiral,  be 
would  only  make  use  of  the  name  of  the  council,  which  would,  uo 
doubt,  have  all  the  weight  due  to  the  application  of  so  respectable  a 
body. 

The  general  assented,  observing  that  occasional  mention  might  be 
made  of  the  military  advantages  to  be  expected  from  the  measure. 

The  minister  next  informed  the  general  that  there  had  been  some 
negotiations  between  Congress  and  M.  Gerard  on  the  subject  of  the 
Floridas  and  the  limits  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in  that  quarter,  con- 
cerning which  certain  resolutions  had  been  taken  by  Congress,  which 
he  supposed  were  known  to  the  general.  He  added  that  the  Spaniards 
had  in  contemplation  an  expedition  against  the  Floridas,  which  was 
either  already  begun  or  very  soon  would  be  begun,  and  he  wished  to 
know  the  general's  opinion  of  a  co-operation  on  our  part;  that  it  was 
probable  this  expedition  would  immediately  divert  the  enemy's  force 
from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  the  question  then  would  be 
whether  General  Lincoln's  army  would  be  necessary  elsewhei'e,  or  might 
be  employed  in  a  cooperation  with  the  Spanish  forces.  That  the  motive 
with  the  French  court  for  wishing  such  a  co-operation  was,  that  it 
would  be  a  meritorious  act  on  the  side  of  the  Uniteil  Stsites  towards 
Spain,  who,  though  she  had  all  along  be<'n  well  disposed  to  the  revolu- 
tion, had  entered  reluctantly  into  the  war,  and  had  not  yet  acknowl- 
edged our  independence;  that  a  step-  of  this  kind  would  serve  to 
confirm  her  good  dispositions,  and  to  induce  her  not  only  to  enter  into 
a  trciity  with  us,  but  perhaps  to  assist  with  a  loan  of  money.  That  the 
forces  of  Spain  in  the  islands  were  so  considerable  as  would  in  all  ap- 
pearance make  our  aid  unnecessary;  on  which  account  the  utility  of 
it,  only  contingent  and  possible,  was  but  a  secondary  consideration 
with  the  court  of  France;  the  desire  to  engage  Spain  more  tiimly  in 
our  interests,  by  a  mark  of  our  good- will  to  her,  was  the  leading  anti 
principal  one. 

The  general  assured  the  minister  that  he  had  the  deei)est  sense  of  the 
friendship  of  France,  but  replied  to  the  matter  in  question  that  he  was 
altogether  a  stranger  to  the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  relative  to 
the  Floridas,  and  could  give  no  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the  co-o|>er- 
ation  proposed  in  a  civil  or  political  light;  but  considering  it  merely  !is 
a  militcary  question,  he  saw  no  objection  to  the  measure,  on  the  8up|>o- 
sition  that  the  enemy's  force  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  bo  witli- 
dr«iwn,  without  which  it  would  of  course  be  impossible. 

The  minister  then  asked,  in  case  the  operation  by  the  Spaniarda 
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against  tlie  Flotidns  slioold  not  iatluco  tiie  EitglisU  to  abandon  tiie 
Boathorn  Statee,  wbetlier  it  would  be  agreeuble  tlmt  tbe  forces,  either 
French  or  SpnuisU,  employed  there  should  co-0}ierato  with  our  troops 
against  those  of  the  eneuiy  in  Georgia  and  South  Oarolinn. 

Tlio  goiiomi  replied  that  lie  imagined  suck  a  cu-oporatiou  would  he 
desirable. 

The  niiuistor  inqnire<l  in  the  next  place  whether,  in  case  the  court 
of  Franco  should  find  it  couvonient  to  send  dii-ectly  from  France  a 
squadron  and  a  few  rflgimcuts  attached  to  it,  to  net  in  conjunction  with 
UB  in  this  quarter  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  United  States. 

The  general  thought  it  would  contribute  much  to  advance  the  com- 
mon cause. 

The  minister  informed  ns  that  Dr.  Frauklin  hwl  purchosetl  a  flfty- 
gnu  ship,  which  the  Kiug  of  France  intended  to  equip  tor  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  sent  with  two  or  three  frigates  to  New- 
foundland, to  act  against  the  enemy's  vessels  employed  in  tlie  fishery, 
and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Boston  to  cruise  from  that  port. 

He  concluded  the  conference  with  stating  that  in  Boston  several 
gentlemen  of  iuflnence,  some  of  them  members  of  Oongress,  had  con- 
versed with  him  on  the  subject  of  an  expoditioti  against  Oauada  aud 
Kova  Scotia;  that  liis  Christian  majesty  had  a  sincere  and  disinterested 
desire  to  see  those  two  provinces  annexed  to  the  American  Confederacy, 
and  would  be  disiwsed  to  jiromotc  a  phui  f(U'  tiii^  purpose;  but  that  ho 
would  niidortake  nothing  of  the  kind  unless  the  [>lau  was  previously 
approved  and  digested  by  the  general.  He  added  tliat  a  letter  from 
the  general  to  Congress  some  time  since  on  the  subject  of  au  espedi- 
tiou  to  Canada  h:id  appeared  in  France  and  hnd  been  submitted  lo 
the  best  military  judges,  who  approved  the  reasoning,  and  thought  the 
objections  to  the  piau  which  hud  been  proposed  very  plnnaible  and 
powerful.  That  whenever  the  geuend  should  tliiiik  the  circumstances 
of  this  country  favorable  to  snch  an  undertalcin;;  lie  should  be  very 
glad  to  recommend  the  plan  he  should  pi'opoKo,  and  he  was  assured 
that  the  Froiich  court  would  give  it  .tII  the  aid  iu  their  power. 

The  general  again  expressed  his  sense  of  the  good  disjtositions  of 
his  Christian  majesty,  but  observed  that,  while  the  enemy  remain  iu 
force  in  these  States,  the  difliculties  stated  in  his  letter  alluded  to  by 
the  minister  would  still  subsist ;  but  that,  whenever  that  force  should 
be  removed,  ho  doubted  not  it  would  be  a  leading  object  with  the  Cov- 
ernmeut  to  wrest  the  two  aforenicntiouod  juovinces  I'roin  the  power  of 
Britain  ;  that  in  this  case  he  should  esteem  himself  honored  in  beiug 
consulted  on  the  plan,  and  was  of  opinion  that,  though  we  should 
have  land  force  enough  for  the  undertaking  without  in  this  respect 
intruding  upon  the  generosity  of  our  allies,  a  naval  co-operation  would 
certainly  be  very  useful  and  necessary. 
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ucciksiuiiiil  I'uniiii'kH  uii  the  iuiiiurtniicu  of  remnviiig  tlio  war  frotii  the 
SttitcH,  lu)  it  woultl  oimblo  iis  to  lifl'onl  ample  supplies  to  tiie  oiterotio 
ill  Uiu  WoHt  lndiv.H,  ami  to  act  with  olllcacy  in  aiiiioyiiig  tliu  voiiiiuor 
of  tliu  uuuiiiy  uud  clisiiossessiiig  them  of  their  doiniuioua  ou  tbis  cd 
tiuoot. 

llKAUtiUAKTHlts,  Septcinbet- 18, 1779. 
The  foregoing  i.s,  to  tlio  tiest  of  uiy  rimulluctioii,  the  substauce  of 
uoiirci'vnttu  at  whtcli   I  wtxB  present  at  the  time  uioiitioiied,  uud  iutt 
pietcd  between  tlio  miuister  and  tliu  general. 

A.   IIAUILTOM. 


Ftaukliu  to  BcliirelghauHer.' 

I' ASSY,  iScptaiiber  17, 1779. 

Silt :  1  hiive  now  before  ino  jour  favors  of  July  31  and  August  19. 

Yuiir  tvstiniuiiy  witli  reganl  to  Mi.  Willtain  Leu  is  fully  sulllcieut 
I'uuiuvo  the  siispieiun  of  Lis  sharlug  in  your  vommiHsion.  I  lueutiom 
it.,  not  na  i\  eli»rf;u  against  him,  but  au  excuse  fur  yuu,  G  per  cent,  beiii 
as  I  understood,  iiioru  than  double  of  wliat  is  uhuuI.  I  could  wish  I  hi 
nothing  to  do  with  mercantile  busiucas,  as  I  am  iiot  versed  in  it. 
perceive  that  you  hiivo  abated  tlio  cominissiun  on  the  delivery  of  tl 
tobacco  to  1  per  cent.,  but  then  that  is  I  per  ceut.  paid  to  your  eon 
spoudeiit  and  another  1  per  cent,  for  yourself.  To  lue  it  seeuis  th 
yuuruomuiissioa  sliould  be  not  ou  tbu  wholu  tiuin,  but  only  ou  wLaty 
paid  your  correspondent  fordoing  the  business;  otherwise  we  pay  twi 
for  tbe  same  service.  1  must  subniit,  however,  lo  the  custom  of  lut 
cliauts.  It  may  be  against  me,  and  if  it  is,  I  suppose  it  ia  founded  i 
some  rciison  that  lit  present  1  am  nnactjuaint^-d  with.    13ut  if  these  t\ 
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miiy  eztunine  Ihein.  I  tliiiik  I  sent  tbom  dowu  to  you  when  I  dwiied 
yoii  to  got  some  of  the  letters  tmtislated.  Plciwio  to  rotarii  tUeu  to  lue, 
and  you  sbnll  liuro  them  again  nhou  wanted  fur  the  trial.  If  you  have 
recoivud  the  opinion  of  the  ttdvooute  of  tlie  bureau  of  prizes,  which  you 
exiteotod,  itlenso  to  send  ine  a  copy  of  it. 

The  two  aioic  persona  who  came  over  auiong  the  prisoners  from  Eng- 
land should  uuduubtudly  bo  tnkon  care  of  till  thoy  are  able  to  go  home. 
I  wish  to  know  their  names  aud  the  ports  of  America  they  come  from, 
I  have  uo  objection  to  continuing  the  nllowauco  of  Captaiu  Harris,  sup- 
poeiug  that  hu  intends  going  by  the  fli'St  opportunity.  Pleaao  to  pre- 
sout  my  compiinionts  to  him,  aud  request  him  to  inform  me  about  a 
tnmk  belonging  to  M.  Louis  Dapr6,  which  was  intrusted  to  his  care, 
and  which  is  iu  qui  red  alter. 

I  thought  to  havo  had  the  dispatches  ready  to  send  by  Captaiu  Sam- 
sou  this  (lay,  but  there  arc  sumo  points  on  which  1  inuHt  wait  an  answer 
from  the  court,  iu  order  to  send  that  answer  in  my  letters;  this  may 
yet  roquiro  Boino  days,  but  I  think  it  will  not  exceed  another  week.  I 
approve  of  your  assisting  tlie  American  prisouers  that  arc  arriving;  from 
Lisbon  in  tlte  mtiimur  that  Mr.  Adams  ordered  fur  those  come  from 
England.  Thoy  were,  I  believe,  gencnilly  pretty  well  elutliud  by  char- 
ities collected  there.  If  any  of  these  should  be  apparently  in  great 
want  of  clothing,  it  will  be  well  to  assist  Ihom  with  what  may  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  that  article. 

I  should  think  it  wonhl  be  right  to  discharge  Sir.  Hill,  the  surgeon; 
I  am  sorry  ho  Ims  been  kept  so  long.  In  my  opiniou  surgeons  should 
uuver  be  detained  as  jinsuiicrs,  as  it  is  their  duly  and  their  practice  to 
help  the  sick  and  wounded  of  either  side  when  they  hap|ien  to  have  an 
opttortunity.  They  shunld  thcvelbre  bo  considered  not  us  parties  in  any 
war,  but  as  friends  to  humauily. 

I  request  you  to  nnike  iiKpiiry  by  your  correspondents  iu  the  diQereiit 
ports  of  Spain  what  English  prisoners  brought  in  by  Americans  were 
contliicd  there.  When  you  receive  answers  pleaiio  to  cuunnuuieato 
them  to  mo. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  what  I  write  to  Mr.  Williams  relating  to  my 
orders  about  the  pritsoncrs ;  we  nnist  not  regard  reports. 
I  Lave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  etc., 

D.    l-'ltANKLIN. 

I  will  transmit  to  (Jungre.'is  the  mcmoire  relating  to  the  Baron  d'Au- 
troche. 


ll'-..r 


HMATir    fOliRrRPONPFNCE, 


1,  SciiU-inbor  3,  U,  lini.J 


Saturday,  September  17,  1779. 
Potion  was  iiiiido  to  rxlcml  llie  nmciiduietit  by  striking  out  "  mid  " 
lit  lollfuvs  ill  lliu  L'iid  or  tlio  (irst  iiroviso. 
slioii  pill,  |i)is8od  ill  Ujo  iiHiniintivo,  aud  tlio  words  were  struck 


tioii  wan  tlicii  itindo  liy  Mr.  Sinitti,  seconded  by  Kir.  Sliari)e,  in 
tli(^  woril»  Rlniuk  out  to  insert : 
Liid  somecoiivciiieiit  ])ortor]i(irts  on  tlie  said  river  below  the  tliirty- 
ih'gri'e  of  iiortli  liilitiuU-,  free  for  nil  iiiercliaiit  vc^els,  goods,  wnres, 
iiKTiihaiidise,  except  lor  eiicli  nrtioles  a«  may  bo  ennmerated  and 
cil  ii|ioii  ns  coiitnibaiid." 

I  tlii;  question  to  insert  those  wordii,  the  yens  and  nays  being  re- 
•d  by  Mr.  Sii.itli, 

Now  IlniiiiiBliirn Mr.  PealMHlr Ayo.     Ays. 

Mns»nol.u«rll«n.iy. 


K)io. 


Hr.  PealxHly Ayo. 

(  Hr.  Ilollflii No. 

■  (  Mr.  I'ArltlJgo No. 

....Mr.  Collins No. 

i  Mr.  irnnUngMin Nn. 

..\  Mr.  Itoot No. 

(  Mr.  Sjieiicsc Nu. 

1  Mr.  Jnj Ayo. 

-{Mr.  UwIb Aye. 

Mr.  Witlicrnpoon Nc. 

Mr.  AniiatruDg No. 

Hr.  Hliri>|>eu No. 

Mr.  Atlco Ajo. 

Mr.  Miililoiiliori; Ayd.. 

Hr.  Diekiiisoii No.      N. 

Knrl.r» No.    1^ 

l21_>'-  J'-inh-T No.    i" 

-Ay.^, 


No. 


8BPTBMBEB,  1770.  325 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Qerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sinitli, 

Bttolved,  That  llie  i-csolntion  passed  on  Saturday  Inst  be  reconsid- 
ered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mntliows,  socondoil  by  Mr.  Bniitli, 

Eesolwdy  Tbut  the  lesohition  be  amended  by  strikinj;  ont  tho  words 
"  think  proper  to  attack  tliom  tliese  Uiiitctl  Bttitus  \vili  nid  and  nssistliis 
<3atholic  majesty  in  such  enterpriHc  with  snuli  provlsioiiB  and  navnl 
stores  as  shall  be  reqnired  by  hisCnllioHo  intijcsty  niul  can  be  fnr- 
uishe*!  by  those  States,  and  if  his  (Jatholio  majesty  shall;"  niso  the 
words  "by  cession  or  by  war,  with  or  without  tlie  aRsistanco  of  the 
allies,"  so  that  it  read:  "On  tlie  contrary,  if  bo  shall  obtain  the  Flortdas 
from  Oreat  Britain,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to  bis 
Uatbolic  majesty." 

Ud  the  question  to  agree  to  the  whole  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  retjuired  by  Mr.  Jay, 

New  llnmiMliiro Hr.  I'citbotly..... Arc.    Aje. 

Ulr.  Ofiry Ajo.  ) 

MaaeaobuBctts  Bay <  Mr.  IIdILoii Ajp.  >Aye. 

I  Mr.  Fartriitgo Ajc.  \ 

Rboilo  lalaiul Mr.  Cullins No.      No. 

C'oiiiteoticiit Mr,  Itiot Aye.    Aye. 


(Mr.  Smith Aye.  i 
Mr.  filKliiltjli Ayo,  J 

NorvLUirolina j  j,^    y|„,^|,„ Ayr.  rJ'- 

SotiUi  Carolinn Mr.  Mntliowa Aye.     Ayo, 

So  it  wiis  resolved  as  follows: 

WUorca«,  by  the  treaties  Hiibaisting  between  liismontCliristiiiii  majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  Aniericii,  a  powei'  is  reserved  to  hia  UatLoliu 
mtijeety  "  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties  and  to  iiiuticipate  in  their  sti))- 
nlations  at  such  times  as  he  shiill  judge  proper," it  Itoini;  well  understood, 
nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  8ti|puliitioiis  of  the  said  treaties  are  not 
agreeable  to  tho  King  of  Spain,  hisUulliolic  majesty  rn;iy  propose  oMier 
conditious  analogous  to  the  prinei|ial  aim  of  tho  alliance  andcunformablo 
to  the  rules  of  ei|iiality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship ; 

And  whereas,  should  his  Oalliolic  majesty  accede  to  the  said  treaties 
without  any  alteration,  ho  must  bo  under  the  nccefisity  oT  renouncing 
forever  all  claims  to  the  possession  of  the  Florida-s,  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  his  kingdom,  iind  more  particularly  to  his  American  domin- 
ions.    In  order  therefore  that  nothing  may  bo  wanting  on  the  part  of 
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I'liat  if  liis  Uatliolic  majt'sly  hIihII  arreile  tfl  tlic  Rnid  troalies, 

o  witli  France  and  tlie  Unitwl  States  of  America,  roii- 

|rc£Ciit  war  witli  Ureal  ]>ritniii  for  the  jiaiposc  expressed  in 

i  aforesaid,  lio  shall  not  thi-i'ohy  bo  preclmleil  from  securing 

,he  Florida^.    On  the  contrary,  if  he  ehall  nhtain  the  Florid.-is 

It  liritniii,  these  United  Statot*  will  f;iiaraiity  tlio  Ranio  to  his 

■n:\jc8ty;  |irnvtilcd  always  that  the  Unllcil  Statex  shall  enjoy 

ivif^ntioii  of  the  river  MinAiH-tii)!)!  into  and  from  the  sea. 

Wed,  That  a<M>niintttee  bo  appoiiitod  to  prciiare  iiiBtnictiondcou- 

■e  to  tlie  forcfToing  resolution. 

[nbors  chosen  :  Mr.  Sinitli,  Mr.  Matliews,  and  Mr.  (Jerrj'." 


J.  Adams  to  the  Tienaury  Board. 1 
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myself  is  marked  B.  Tlie  large  articles  of  family  expenses  tiud  postage 
of  letters  are  hero  iuserted  only  in  tUo  largo.  Dr.  Fraiikliu  lina  the 
origlual  books  of  accoimtof  all  tlieee  particulars,  with  otUer  receipts  in 
them. 

The  acooimt  marked  G  is  my  private  accoimt  of  moneys  received  by 
me  singly,  and  includes  wliat  money  I  rccoiveil  of  tbc  nary  board  at 
Boston  before  tny  departure  ;^  wbat  I  received  of  tbe  continental  ageuta 
at  Bordeaux,  Nantes,  1/Urient,  etc;  wbat  I  recoireil  of  Mr.  Franklin 
out  of  the  moneys  drawn  fur  jointly,  ami  wbat  I  received  of  Mr.  Grand, 
Uie  banker,  eitber  witb  my  own  band  or  by  drafts  tiiion  bim  ;  tbo  amouut 

of  all  wliicb,  exclusive  of  a  dralt  for  Mr.  Doane's  fnrnituiOtiB 

livrea.  Tbe  account  marked  1)  is  a  particular  account  of  all  my  ex- 
penses, tbe  amount  of  wbicb  is . 

Tliis  includes  tbo  expenses  of  all  my  joaruoys  from  Bordeaux  to  Paris, 
from  Paris  to  Nantes,  from  Nantes  to  Brest-,  from  Brest  back  again  to 
Nantes,  tbe  expeneca  of  clothing  for  myself  and  servants,  and,  in  gen- 
eral, all  my  particular  expeusos  of  every  kind.  During  the  time  the 
joint  account  was  kept  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  honorable  board  will  see 
that  Mr.  Franklin  paid  all  these  articles  out  of  tbe  joint  stock  which  I 
was  paying  for  out  of  my  particular.  Tho  efl'rct  to  the  public  is  the 
same;  but  It  was  necessary  to  make  tho  observation  in  order  to  explain 
the  articles. 

Tho  boimrable  bonnl  will  also  see  in  this  account  of  mine  several 
articles  for  books.  I  found  myself  in  France ill-verso<l  In  the  laoguiigc, 
tbe  literature,  the  science,  tho  taws,  cuRtoniK,  and  nnvnucrs  of  that 
country,  and  bad  the  niortillcation  to  llnd  my  colleagues  very  little 
better  informed  than  myself,  vain  as  this  may  seem.  I  found  also  that 
Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Deanc,  and  Mr.  Leo  had  expended  considerable  sums 
for  books,  and  this  appearc<l  to  mo  one  of  tlio  most  necessary  nud  use- 
ful ways  in  which  money  liiul  ever  been  spent  in  that  country.  I  there- 
fore did  not  hesitate  to  expend  tho  sums  mentioned  in  this  account  in 
this  way,  in  tbo  pnrcbaqo  of  such  a  collection  of  books  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  qualify  one  for  conversation  and  for  busincai^,  esiwcially  the 
science  of  iicgotiation.  Accordingly  the  books  are  a  collection  of  books 
coDceming  the  French  language,  and  ciiticism  concerning  French  history, 
laws,  customs,  and  manners;  but  above  all  a  large  collection  of  books 
on  tbe  public  law  of  Europe,  and  tlie  letters  and  memoirs  of  tlioao  am- 
bassadors and  public  ministers  who  had  accjubed  the  fairest  fame  and 
bad  done  tbo  greatest  Rcrvices  (o  their  countries  in  this  way. 

Tbo  honorable  board  willjndgewhcther  this  is  a  "reasonable  expense," 
and  whether  it  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  deducted  from  tho  allowaucc. 
I  shall  submit  to  their  judgun^nt  with  entire  satisfaction. 

All  tbe  articles  in  both  accounts  wlucb  were  for  my  son  will  no  doubt 
ho  deducted  from  my  allowance.    Yet  I  ought  to  observe  that  Mr.  Izard 
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aiul  arturwanlH  i^koii;  lUI  t)i:it  I  dosirc  is,  that  1  may  bu  treated  li 
tbc  otIierH. 

I  <lep:irt(Hl  from  itiy  own  lioiue  tUo  IStli  of  Pebrunry,  1778,  ftiiil  bfi 
pily  iirrivi'd  nt  it  ftpiiti  the  2d  of  Aiifjiist,  IITJ.  How  fur  tlio  Loiioi 
bio  board  will  Jiidgii  the  i-esoliition  of  Uougrcns,  nllowing  tbree  inoiit 
after  tlio  rociiil, nii|ilicablotoiiie,  I  do  not  know;  indeed,  wliothor  I  n 
recalled  to  tliis  luonicnt  I  do  uot  know.  All  I  desire  is  a  rensonal 
coinpenaatioii  for  the  time  I  was  actually  in  the  serTico,  and  tbis  waa 
ftict  from  tlio  day  lli;(t  1  rcccivetl  mycominission,  which  was  in  Decembt 
1777  ;  for  from  (hat  day  I  was  oblige<l  to  avoid  all  engagements  in  p 
vnto  bnsinoss,  and  to  devote  myself  to  tlio  prepamtion  for  my  royii 
as  nmcli  ns  at  any  timo  after. 

I  shall  send  liy  llitn  op|K>rtuiiity  all  the  vouchers  I  liavo.  When 
was  making;  joiiniiws  fmni  place  to  place  it  was  impossible  for  me 
take  rc<toi|it»  of  poi^titions,  tavurn- keepers,  and  tweuty  other  aorta 
people  for  emii  1 1  mi  run ;  but  I  presume  no  man  will  say  liis  expeuses  ba 
boon  or  can  be  loin  Mniii  mine. 

Tliu  United  States  Imvo  no  lionao  rout,  or  hire  of  chariots  or  liorst 
or  horsemen,  or  servania,  or  furniture  of  houses  to  pay  for  me.  No 
of  those  tliiiiga,  cxce.i)t  the  servant  who  went  with  me,  were  ever  iwld' 
to  the  public  expenses  on  my  account.  There  are  two  or  throe  smi 
sums  in  the  aicoiuit  paid  to  Mr.  Aualin  for  aorvicea  wliilo  lie  acted 
my  sccretiiry,  |>cr1iaps  six  weeka,  which  is  all  the  expeuao  the  pnbl 
bore  for  secretaries  to  me.  1  do  uot  mention  tiiis  as  a  virtue  or  mer 
for  I  am  convinced  it  was  an  error,  and  I  would  never  :u]viso  any  oth 
gcutlomau  to  fullow  my  example  in  Mitssc  particulars. 

I  wiia  obliged  to  be  at  some  expense  for  hedding  on  board  (he  Sem 
hie  in  my  pasi^age  homo,  as  the  board  will  ace. 

1  submit  tlio  whole  to  the  cousidenitioM  of  tliii  board,  only  roiiuestii 
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wbiob  1«  mentioned  by  Hr.  Adams  In  tbe  ezjilaiiations  atteiiilin((  hta  Toucliers ;  tlint 
thay  find  tbe  Beveral  obargea  In  tbe  wtid  eciioimts  oiinfoiiiinblo  to  tbe  atrlctuHt  ]iciii- 
ciplea  of  ecoDOiuj,  end  tliet,  m  far  as  Mr.  Admim  bits  listen  iutriiated  with  publlo 
money,  the  same  bu  beea  cni«fally  audfrugelly  ex|ieiideil."— Secret  Journals  of  Cod- 
fnm,  Tol.  11,  p.  313. 


A.  Loe  to  tbo  Committee  of  ForeigD  Affaire.* 

Pahis,  September  19, 1779. 

Qbntlehen:  I  hiivetholioDorof  receiving  }-our  letter  of  the  16tli  of 
July,  witli  the  jouruiUd  of  Congress,  in  vhich  I  see  witli  sorrov  the  pro- 
oeeiUogs  irith  regnrtl  to  tlinso  who  iu  no  moment  of  tlioir  lives  ever  neg- 
lected to  do  tbe  utmost  in  their  power  for  tbe  pnblic  good.t 

For  myself,  I  trust  that  time  and  uiatnro  consiilerntion  will  alter  tbo 
opinion  of  those  gentlemen,  who  apiiear  di'siron^  of  lixing  upon  me  a 
most  public  mark  of  suspicioa  and  censure  with  some  little  precipita- 
tion, tbey  will  permit  luc  to  say,  as  it  was  heforu  I  bad  heeii  beard. 
Among  those  gentlemen  there  are  some  whose  ediictition  and  profession 
should  in  a  peculiar  manner  have  taught  them  that  it  is  laid  dowu  as 
a  fnndamental  maxim  of  justice  that  he  who  gives  judgment,  the  one 
party  being  beard  and  the  otiier  not,  though  he  should  happen  to  he 
right  in  his  decision,  coraiuits  an  act  of  injustice. 

I  should  have  exi)ected  that  not  only  Congress,  but  every  member  of 
it,  my  accusers  excepted,  would  have  iMien  my  advocates,  becaupo  your 
records  are  filled  with  proofs  of  my  early  and  uni-emittiug  endeavors  to 
serve  the  public.  UungicKs  will  hear  with  lue  while  1  express  my  sur- 
prise that  the  delicacy  observed,  in  wording  Mr.  Ueanc's  recall  was  re- 
Tersed  in  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Izard,  my  hi-other,  and  myself, 
nnless  it  were  intended  to  hold  us  up  to  the  worhl  as  persons  who  hiul 
been  proved  guilty  of  oH'ciises  against  their  country ;  which,  if  it  were, 
may  Ood  in  bis  iulinite  mercy  forgive  it. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  time  and  riper  information  will  show  you 
that,  as  nothing  could  have  given  a  deeper  wound  to  the  honor  and  in- 
terests of  tbe  United  States  than  harmony  among  your  com uiissiouers 
in  doing  ill,  tiicro  was  use  and  merit  in  the  HUspieiuns  ami  dissensious 
that  arose  among  them.  In  any  event,  they  who  cunstder  that  aiis|ii- 
ctonsand  disscusions  may  nndbave  existed  among  the  best  of  lucn  will 
mix  some  modenition  with  tbe  judgment  they  pass  upon  them.  They 
who  know  with  what  loug  sulleriug  and  Jrciiuont  forgiveness  I  endeav- 
ored to  prevent  them  will  nut  impute  the  bhiino  to  tue. 

[Among  a  thousand  instances  I  could  give  of  this,  one  only  is  siifli- 
cient;  that  is  my  having  forgiven  and  buried  a  long  time  in  oblivion  the 
atrocions  injury  done  me  in  the  beginning  by  Mr.  Cirmichael  anil  Mr. 
Deaue,  tbe  one  in  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  other  my  dispatches  iu- 
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Intsted  to  liiiii  fur  ttio  secret  committee,  knowing  it  was  his  crimin 
iubtiition  to  open  tlicm,  wlilch  tbe  otber  immediately  perpetrated,  i 
it  stands  npou  tlio  coiirussioii  of  Mr.  OarmtcUael  liimaelf,  certifled  to  e 
by  three  witnesses.  Ilis  wonls  arc:  "  Mr.  Denne  informed  mu  that  1 
was  ordered  l>y  (Jorigrcas  to  correspond  witli  Mr.  A.  Lee,  and  as  tbe 
dispatches  might  contain  some  information  of  tlio  state  of  Europe,  ai 
might  be  very  useful  for  his  future  conduct,  desired  me  to  deliver  the 
to  him."  llo  (Mr.  (Jaruiicbael)  told  Mr.  Dcane  tbat  if  be  oiwiied  the 
lio  must  ttike  ttio  consequences  npou  himself,  to  which  Mr.  Deano  i 
plied  tiiat  ho  would.  Mr.  Onrmichacl  delivered  them  to  Mr,  Denue,  wl 
opened  them  in  the  presence  of  a  Mr.  Hogors,  who  wrote  for  him,  uc 
in  America,  and  will,  if  required,  certify  the  same.  It  was  not  t1 
commission  of  an  act  wliich  ho  know  to  bo  wrong  that  troubled  M 
Carniichael,  but  tbe  fear  of  the  consequence.  It  was  not  his  bon 
pledged  to  me,  nor  tiis  fidelity  to  the  public,  which  reatrainedhis  mi 
istoring  to  the  wicked  inteutions  of  another,  but  the  apprehension 
the  punialinicnt  Ltiat  might  eosue.  Shield  me  ouly  from  that,  and, 
violation  of  every  thing  tbat  iB  aacred  among  men,  take,  o^wn,  and  ci 
ploy  the  dispatches  conimittcl  to  me  under  the  most  solemn  trust 
what  purposes  yon  please.  Itut  they  might  contain  some  iuformatii 
useful  to  him  in  Europe.  What  I  information  destiued  for  Ameri 
useful  to  liim  in  EuropeT  And  was  it  necessary  to  commit  the  criii 
of  violating  the  seal  of  bim  with  whom  bo  was  directed  to  correspon 
upon  a  sitmiUc  of  getting  information  which  ho  might  have  receiv< 
surely  and  fully  from  titat  correspondent  in  a  week's  timof  But  it 
beneath  me  to  refute  such  puerile  pretenses. 

These  are  my  aecnsers ;  these  are  tlic  wi  tuesses.  They  sit  among  yc 
tliey  talk  of  tltcir  regard  for  tbe  lionor  of  tbe  United  Stat«s;  they  a 
beard;  tliey  are  trusted.     I  am  ashamed  to  add,  these  arc  the  men  nnd 
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1778.  It  is  fortunatethat  I  liave  not  ;et  been  called  upon  oa  that  trnb- 
ject.  Bnt  it  is  iniposaiblo  to  say  liov  long  it  will  bo  delayed ;  and  no 
lieavier  misfortune  could  befall  me  than  to  bo  left  unioatracted  iu  a  busi- 
ness of  such  moment. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  etc, 

Artdub  Leb. 


J.  Adams  to  DIcKean.' 

BuAiNTREE,  September  20,  1779. 
It  is  a  long  time  since  I  had  tlio  plensure  to  see  yon ;  bnt  my  esteem 
ia  not  at  all  diminished.    J^onc  of  ns have  anything  to  boast  of  iu  these 

*  0  J.  AdaiiM'  Works,  4B4. 

Thomiu  McKnan  woa  born  of  Scotch-Irish  paicotogo,  in  Cheater  comity,  Pennsf  I- 
TaiDlk,  on  H»rcb  10,  1734.  Ilfioarly  nliication  wnain  tbencndeuiy  ortlioltov.  Frttncia 
AlIfBOD,  *nil  from  tbla  scbool  bo  proceoi1c<l  to  study  Inw  in  tbc  ofllco  of  Dnviil  fitiiiey, 
of  New  Cwrtlo,  DelxToto.  Ailaiittoil  to  the  bar  nt  Now  Coslle,  nuil  Al'temarils  at 
West  Cheater,  becroaaod  tbo  ocoaii,  becamn  n  sttiiloiit  in  tlieMiildlo  Temple,  Louilon, 
whore  be  wasadmitteilou  May  U,  I7&B.  After  Mia  relnrn  toAmoricaho  prnctiscil  law 
In  Philndolpbia  ami  In  the  luljoiuiiig  oonnties.  In  17ri5  bo  was  elcctcil  a  iiionibor  of 
tborcnnnylvnnia  naxcinbly,  to  wbtoh  body  bo  wnn  olectcrl  fnr  n  ncrics  ofynnrs,  bohl- 
Ing  his  Boat  during  tlio  Kevnlulion.  In  tboeeilnyn  tbo  iliviiiion  of  Delaware  from 
PennnylTnnia  wan  imt  nlisiitutu,  and  MoKean,  living  on  tlio  linrtlor  nf  Delaware,  and 
having  property  therein,  lietd  froin  time  to  time  nllico  in  tlint  Stalo.  In  I'fiu  lie  trns 
ftppoiotod  president  Jndge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  Ntw  Cnntle  county,  Deln- 
wnre;  and  in  tT74  bu  ivaA  elected  aUolegato  to  Cuogreui  from  the  lower  conn  ties  in 
thatBtate.  lie  remained  a  iiiomlior  of  Congrem  fur  an  nnbrokon  series  of  elections 
till  1783.  lie  wnsaMgnnrofibe  Declaration  of  Indepcndonce,  and  as,  will  liehorcaftor 
•eeo,  wasl'reBidontorCflDgres«<nI781.  During  the  pnlitieal  Rtriigglea  in  tboproviii- 
eialassoinbly  ho  and  Franklin  dill'ert'il  in  maih^rnof  |Mihliepotii-y,  niid  tbiHiliflemneo 
oontinncd  fur  years.  HcKoan  sym|>athir«(l  in  the  main  also  with  Saninol  Ailnmii, 
sharing  for  a  time  that  eminent  Htat'Osman's  dread  of  nM-ciitiv«  powrr.  In  1T77 
he  was  elected  obiof-JnRtico  of  ronnsylvauia,  and  in  tbe  namo  jonr  president  of  Dela- 
ware, tbe  conslitntiott  of  which  State  was  mainly  drawn  by  him.  As  ajnilgehe  was 
indnstrioiia,  energetic,  and  dolcrniinoil ;  anil  no  mo  nf  bin  ilrciRions  are  still  iinotcd 
with  rosiMct,  tliongUhe  occasionnlly  altnivo<l,  us  in  Collelt'n  raHO,  pi-rmmal  niid  politi- 
cal sympathy  to  betray  him  into  tbo  iihuoT  language  a  little  lim  vehoinotit  for  bis  po- 

niUnn.     In  CongrosH,  sympathising  as  ho  did  with  Bn d  AdaiNR,  he  was  fiinnil  fro- 

qnontly  in  what  might  ho  callcl  the  "mountain"  in  political  diviHious.  An  tinio 
pMSod  on,  however,  Itis  views  became  more  coinprebensire,  thinigh  liii sided,  owing 
to  hlspoHtical  eynipatby  with  the  "Leos  and  AdnmsoH,"  with  Arthur  Lee  in  hie  con- 
troversy with  Frnnkliu.  In  l<7i>-77McKean  commanded  a  biill.-ilinn,whieli  ivnnaelivo 
in  the  war  then  raging  in  Non' Jemey.  Wlicn  the  Federal  ConntiLntionof  lTU7c!imonp 
for  adoption,  his  opiroeition  to  executive  coordiuniicy,  like  l.tint  of  Samuel  AdaniH,  was 
nofar  ino<lilied  as  to  enable  him  togivo  thiit  Constitution  bin  c^ic^icnt  siipport.  In 
171)9  ho  was  elected  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  resigning  on  Itis  clciction  hix  scat  as 
ohiof-jnstico ;  and  ho  bold  tlio  odlco  of  gnvonior,  hy  sncceHitivo  elecllouM,  tnitit  teOH. 
In  polities  bo  was  a  suppnitur  of  JclTerBon,  and  to  his  cournge  und  energy  tbc  snccess 
of  the  JelTorsoii  ticket  In  Poiiimvlvaiiiii  in  1799  was  in  ii  large  measure  duo.     Towards 
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timtts  ill  r('H|K'et  to  tlio  Iiapjiiuess  of  life.  Yon  liare  been  in  diBUgn 
attio  Ri;ciicfl,  I  doubt  not;  mine  hnve  been  mucb  worse  tban  Iex[H!ctc 

1  never  heard  of  any  jvaloasy,  or  envy,  or  malerolenco  among  O' 
conimiBHioiiers  at  Paris  nn til  my  arrival  at  Bordeaux.  Judge  of  n 
8(iri>ris(^,  grief,  iind  niortiflcittion,  then,  when  I  boanlat  Bordeaux,  .11 
fotMKi  on  ni,v  arrival  at  Paris,  tliu  licat  and  fary  to  wliich  it  bad  arise 
Itotli  sides  most  canipstly  besieged  me  in  order  to  cet  me  to  join  tlit 
parly;  but  I  k.iiv  ttio  only  part  a  man  of  lienor  and  confidence  con 
lake  ill  tnysilniilinn  was  to  join  ncitlier,  Accordiugly,  I  invariably  ai 
firmly  refiiHtnl  to  linve  anyUiing  to  do  n-itb  tbeir  diainitefi,  before  r 
arrival  or  after,  any  fnrlber  tlian  tlioy  should  unavoidably  iotenn 
with  the  pnblic  ijiiestions  in  which  my  oQice  obliged  me  to  give  t 
opinion;  and  tliciitn  give  It  impartially  for  the  public  good.  I  aecor 
ingly  lived  not  only  in  peitce,  but  in  appiireut  friendship  with  bo 
sides.  If  there  was  any  animosity  in  cither  agabiat  me  jiorsoually, 
was  very  artfully  concealed  from  nie,  and  certainly  never  bad  any  ju 
eansc.  Since  my  arrival  hero  1  am  informed  that  I  have  been  hoiion 
with  a  little  of  the  ill  humor  of  liolli  sides,  and  I  beg  yoitr  asaistaiice 
Congress  that  I  may  be  informed  of  the  particulars  aa  I  have  requeste 
(jongress  have  done  the  only  tbiug  tbat  could  dissolve  the  ebarm;  th 
is,  left  one  alone. 

An  opposition  in  parliament,  in  a  bonse  of  nssombly,  in  a  council, 
cnnfzress,  is  highly  useful  and  necessary  to  balance  individuals  ai 
bodies  and  interests  one  against  anotlier,  and  bring  the  truth  to  ligl 
and  justice  to  prevail.  But  an  opposilion  ia  a  foreign  embassy,  in  tj 
circninslanccR  of  this  country  and  of  Kiiropc,  is  ruin.  There  can  bo  1 
secrecy,  no  conlldeiice,  when  such  an  ojiposiUon  takes  place,  much  le 
where  there  nie  siicli  infernal  qinirrols  aa  were  between  my  colleagui 
woiilil  bebeller  to  em  ploy  11  siiif;le  man  of  sense,  evcnaltlioiigli  I 
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hearts  as  Congress  should  tmst.  Uo  is  too  old,  too  iufirui,  too  iudolent 
antl  dissipiited,  to  be  suflicicut  for  tlio  discburgc  of  all  tlio  iniportnut 
daties  of  atnbaasador,  board  of  war,  boanl  of  ti-casiiry,  couimisBary  of 
prlnoners,  etc.,  as  he  fa  at  preseut  iu  tbat  departmcut,  besides  an  im- 
mense correspondeiice  aud  acquaiiitniice,  each  of  ivliich  would  be  euough 
for  the  whole  time  of  tbo  most  aelive  man  in  the  I'i^or  of  youth. 

I  write  plainly,  but  con  Aden  tially.  I  write  to  you,  beciiiise  I  buliovo 
yon  have  not  been  heated  with  any  of  the  personal  disputes  between  or 
concerning  the  conimiaBiouers. 


Dnm«B  to  the  Committeo  of  Foreign  Affalra.* 

Tub  Uagub,  September  20, 1779. 

HONORBD  Sirs:  Uetunieil  from  Posey — whcrel  htivo  been  detained 
some  weeks  longer  tlian  I  had  proposed  to  stay,  and  during  wliicli 
affairs  bare  not  sufTured  hero  from  my  absence,  because  1  constantly 
kept  up  correspondeiice  with  our  great  and  worthy  frieud  in  tbis 
country;  returned  also  from  Amstenlam,  where  I  was  onlcreil  to  go  for 
some  business — 1  have  now  tbo  bouor  to  send  you  herewith  thu  public 
papers,  which  wilt  npprise  you  what  has  buppcned  through  Europe 
tbese  last  months ;  you  will  see  also  by  the  extract  of  my  letter  to  his 
excellency  at  Passy  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  tbis  republic 

Dr.  Franklin  has  not  yet  bod  leisure  to  send  me  back  the  plan  of  a 
future  treaty  with  this  republic,  to  which  lie  is  to  join  hia  remarks. 

I  am  to  set  out  after  to-morrow  for  Texel  with  letters  and  secret  in- 
Btmctions  to  Oommodore  Jones'  squadron,  wliusu  arrival  there  I  ex- 
pect every  day;  therefore  I  must  finish  hero  abruptly,  and  defer  writing 
to  his  excellency  the  President  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  his  letter 
of  the  3d  of  January  last  to  IJr.  J'Vanklin,  abo  of  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress about  Colonel  Diriks  of  JJecember  23,  IT7S.  loiily  atld  here  that 
I  have  no  doubt  the  colonel  is  fitter  for  lighting  battles  than  for  manag- 
ing treaties  or  loans. 

Neufvillc,  too,  seems  to  me,  as  well  as  to  the  gentlemen  at  Passy,  to 
have  promised  more  than  lie  can  now  elfectuate  respecting  a  loiin; 
however,  I  still  recommend  htm  to  other  good  Aineriean  merchants  as 
a  house  very  proijer  to  desil  with  iu  the  mereantile  line. 

Still  begging  your  protection  aud  praying  heartily  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  States,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


*MSS.  Dep.  orStato;  5  Simrka' Uii<.  Itev.  Curr.,  SCT,   willi  verbal  cliutigca  nod 
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Adams  to  the  Pieaideut  of  CougresB.* 

ItosTOH,  {September  23,  1779. 

Silt:  I  liiul  ^'i'»U)ril!iy  tlio  liuiior  uf  your  luttor  of  tbe  7th  or  tl 
moiitli.  I  tliniik  yon,  hit,  fur  your  obligiug  cougratulatioiis  od  my  i 
turn  to  my  fiimily  H"tl  wiiiiitry. 

Tim  rutisuii  wliy  my  lultcrs  of  tlio  27tli  of  February  aud  tlie  Ist 
Mavcli  ai'ii vvd  so  hita  mos,  tbivt  tlicy  wui-o  dolireitid  nt tbe  time  of  tbt 
clalus  lu  {■eiitluiiiuu  tliuu  bound  lo  tU»  Buiiports  who  cxpcctud  to  ui 
liii'ucUy  fur  Aiiii'iicit,  but  wuiu  disiippoiutcd  of  passnges  uutit  tl 
vcsRols  sailed  undtu-  tlio  convoy  of  the  Seimble. 

T  liavo  itot  my  Icttui-book  here,  but  I  don't  romembor  tbat  tbey  co 
tiiiiiiid  nn.vtliing  of  nuiuh  consequuucu;  eo  tbat  I  suppose  tlie  iuco 
vuiiionco  oftboir  liittinrrivtd  WU8  not  inucb. 

You  will  be  iilcuscd  to  luako  uiy  most  i-esiioctful  complimeuts  to  tl 
meitibors  of  Congi'CHS,  atid  bolievo  mu  to  be,  with  (jruiit  OBteem,  etc., 

JuQN  AdAhs. 


CouBresa.1 

In  Conubebs,  iSt^lcmber^,  1779. 
Tlio  conitnitteo  to  wboui  was  I'uferrod  tliu  papor  of  iiitelligonce  coi 
municiited  by  M.  Ci-iard,  ou  tbo  7tb  inatniit,  rei>ortcd  tbe  draft  of 
letter  iu  answer  to  tbu  isnld  vommunicntiou,  wbiuli  was  rend,  as  follow 
iSiic:  The  sentimentH'eoutnUuMl  in  tbo  paper  laid  before  Congress  < 
tliu  Till  instant  bavo  gWim  us  groat  uneivsiuess,  as  they  admitted  tl 
pOHuiltilil.y  of  an  evt-nt  wliieli  wo  can  not  eontoinpliite  witbout  paiu  ni 
regret.     NevcrtlieleK»,  as  tliey  denioEmtrate  tlic  anxieties  of  a  fuithf 
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After  debate, 

Ordered^  That  tlie  Presideot  retara  the  following  ntiewor: 
SlB:  OougresB  feel  tliemselTes  obliged  by  your  coutuiuuicatiou  of  the 
7lIi  iustaut,  aud  are  liapp;  that  M.  Qerard  will  be  able  to  coiitrudict, 
from  the  fullest  evidence,  every  iusiuuatiou  which  may  be  made  pi'eju- 
difiial  to  the  fmth  aud  liouor  of  the  Uuited  States. 


Cougreu — FrooeadlDgs  as  I 


[B'or  yrioi  jiroceetliiigH,  bob  ivpra,  8e|ituuib<;r  17,  1771).] 

Skptembeii  26, 1779. 

Oongresa  resumed  the  cousideration  of  their  foraigii  affairs. 

Beaolved,  That  Oongresa  proceed  to-morrow  to  the  elcodoii  of  a  proper 
jiersou  for  iiogotiatiiig  a  treaty  of  peace  aud  that  iicrsous  be  immediately 
put  iu  notuiuatiou;  whereupon 

Mr.  John  Adams  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Laureus,  Mr.  J.  Jay  by  Mr. 
Smith. 

Septemiieh  'M,  1770. 

According  to  order  Gougrcss  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  ti'eaty  of  iioace,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken  aud  counted,  uo  election  was  ntiule. 

OongroBs  iiroceedeil  again  to  ballot,  and  the  rotes  being  counted,  uu 
election  wns  made. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  election  be  postpone*!. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

lieaolved,  That  a  minister  plcnipoteutiaiy  bo  .appointed  to  negotiate 
n  trciity  of  alliance  and  of  amity  aud  cuiimicrcc  between  the  United 
States  of  America  aud  his  Catholic  majesty. 

Un  the  rjnestiou  to  agree  to  this,  the  yciis  luul  nays  boing  required 
by  Mr.  Alarebaut, 

Now  lIaiii]ia1iiro Mr.  roaltixij' tin.      No. 

I  Mr.  Gurry Ayfl.  ) 


MaaxacLuRetlB i  Mr.  1, 

(  Mr.  I'lirtriilgo 

Khwlo  Ulaml \  ^.l'  "l^'tT*' 


■  \  Mr.  Colliu 


-No.    ' 
..No.    , 


(  Mr.  Boot.. 


nitiugtim 


Ay« 
Ay 
Aye 

Mt.  Jay Ayu. 

Mt.  lioivis Ayi% 

Mr,  Fell Aye.  ■ 

Mr.  Ilouatou Ayu.  ' 


Aya. 


fMr.  AntiitTOUi;.. 
J  Mr.  Slnp|.on.... 


.  .No.  1 
..N.>.    \„ 
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Nr.rtli  Car 
SotilUCnr 


Mi.  McKonii ..No. 

Mr.  i'ftca Aye. 

Mr.  CnraitohKel Aya.  I 

Mr.  forliM Aye.  r 

Mr.  Jouifer Afo.J 

Mr.  Smith Afe.'l 

Mr.  Oiimn A7S.  I 

Mr.  Kluming Aje.  >Aye. 

Mr.  Moroor Ayo.  | 

Mr.  FitEliugh A;o.  j 

Mr.  HatiioI Ajo.  ) 

Mr.  llotres A;e.  >Aj«. 

Mr.  Sliaipe Aye.  ) 

Mr.  Lnnraui Aye.  j 

Mr.  MntheirB A;re.  ) 


{Aye. 


80  it  n-it3  resolved  in  the  aHlnuativo. 

(JoiigrCHB  tlicii  |)rocec(le<l  to  tlie  iioiniiiation  of  a  iiiinietcr  ploiiipote 
titii-y  to  iicgntiiite  n  trcitty  of  alliiuieo  mid  of  amity  aud  coiumoroe  h 
tween  the  Uuitctl  St:itoaof  Aiiioricii  antl  liis  Oatliolio  in^eaty;  wlieu 

Mr.  Artlinr  TjOc  waa  nominated  by  Mr.  Laurens; 

Mr.  Jolin  Adams  by  Mr.  Piwa; 

Mr.  Jobn  Jiiy  by  Mr.  Alorcer. 

Septbmubb  27, 1779. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  rcsolntion  passed  yesterday  relative  to  tbe  a 
poiiitinciib  of  a  luinistor  i>leni[H)teiitiary,  etc.,  bo  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  Kccondcd  by  Mr.  Oerry, 

Rcsolrcd,  That  after  tlio  word  "  pleniiMJtcntiary"  1»  inserted  " 
lien  of  a  coinmis-sionur." 

On  tbe  qni^stion  to  a^rce  to  the  rusolution  as  amended,  tlie  yeas  at 
nays  bciiiy  ii'qnircd  by  Mr.  I'cabody, 


South  CaroliDA- . 
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iMr.  SmlUi Aye.! 
MT.QrifHo Aye.  I  .„. 
Mr.  Mercer aJ*.  f*y«- 
Jlr.  FttabiigU Aye-J 

5Mr.  Haniot Aye.  J 
Mt.  llew«s Ayo.  VAy«, 
Mr.  efavpe Aye.  \ 

!Mr.  Lanrons No.    {„ 
Mr.  Matlienrs Aye.  {"- 

So  it  was 

Setolved,  Tbnt  a  minister  plcnipotoiiUary  in  lioa  of  a  cominissiouer 
be  a[>poiDtod  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  aud  of  amit;  aud  com- 
merce between  tlie  United  States  of  America  and  his  Oatliolic  unjost;. 

Uoiigress  then  proceeded  to  au  electiou,  and  tlie  ballot  beiug  takeu, 

Mr.  Jolin  Jay  was  elected  miuister  ptcnipotcutiary  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  botwoen  the  United 
States  of  America  and  liis  Ontliolic  majesty.  Mr.  Jolin  Adams  was 
elected  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  iieaoeaud 
a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain.* 

"Tbe  following  pailiciilRrB  ToapootliiK  tUe  oleotioii  oT  Mr.  Ailama  «ud  Ut.  Jay  m« 
tftkcD  ttota  a  mftDnscrl|it  lotlor  vrrittoa  by  Mr.  OeraTi)  to  Cotiut  Vergonnca ; 

"StpUiuber  25. — CoiigreM  jirocoeded  to  tlio  alioioo  of  a  iiiiulHtoc  to  Spain.  Tlie 
friomlsof  ArlliurLoo  iiiiula  Htrcmj;  elTorlAlo  Imvo  liis  coiiniiiHnJDii  rciion-oil.  Tlioiiiu- 
tioD  woe  put  in  a  direct,  roriii,  and  lust  by  au  larj;a  n  iiiiijurity  as  to  destroy  nil  hope 
of  bit  aucceodiog.  A  niuliun  wni  tlion  pnt  that  tlioy  nliuuld  priicood  to  a  cUoioe  of 
>  petsoD  or  peraona  nlio  alioiild  Ira  cbar;;i'd  irilli  the  poworH  ol  iu»kiu|;  i>eace.  Tbis 
wMcarried.  A  lueitibor  lliun  propoaod  tliat  Franklin  ami  Joiiu  Ailaius  abonld  bo 
appointcit  Joiutly.  Many  inonibcra  were  opposed  to  a  Jnuction  of  any  aort.  The 
jiarty  doin  tlio  out  tbua  proposed  Mr,  Adams,  and  tlio  piirly  from  the  soulb  Mr. 
Jay.  The  i1ocis[nQ  of  tlio  rinostion  was  deferred  till  tbo  next  day,  Tbe  evont  of  tbe 
election  would  aenm  to  lie  jiroblenin Ileal.  Four  States  bnve  declared  fur  Adaina  and 
tbe  same  number  fur  Jay.  Tlio  accldoiitnl  proseiiuo  or  nbitoiico  uf  any  of  the  dojiutien 
of  tbe  otbcr  States  would  decide  tlio  question.  Your  lutloc  lo  Mr.  Adainabaa  pro- 
duced an  impression  bigbly  favorable  to  bim. 

"September  2(i.— Tlio  olectinn  of  ministors  plenipotentiary  oociirrotl  t«-day.  Tlie 
first  ballot  gave  rise  Slates  for  Adauis  and  four  fur  Jay.  Tlie  act  of  Confedoration 
roijuiresaevon  votca  fur  ii  valid  election.  Tbo  second  biillot  gave  six  votes  for  Jay 
and  Hvo  f<ir  Adanin.  Tbo  frioiids  of  tbe  former,  porcoiving  Ibat  Artbiir  Leo  was  [ler- 
l>etually  the  cause  of  ilivisiou  on  this  subject  ns  ou  all  others,  pnt  tbe  motion.  Shall 
aniiiiislor  plenijiolcutinry  lo  S|>ain  bo  iioniinntoil  T  The  alltrniativo  was  sustoiucd 
by  seveu  StatJJS  against  two.  Only  seven  individuals  of  tbirty-eijjht  were  for  the 
negative.  By  this  vote  tbe  roniniiasinn  of  Arthur  Leo  was  virtually  rovokod.  One 
of  bis  portisaua  then  named  bim  oa  miuialer  plenipotentiary.  There  ore  now  tbtDO 
candidates,  and  tlio  olcclinn  is  ilorurrcd  till  to.iaoTrow.  It  is  hoped  by  souie  that  Mr, 
Adams  will  bo  named  for  Spain  and  Mr.  Jay  fur  tha  peace.  Tbis  anaugemeut  prom- 
ism  to  conelliale  the  i>nrtios,  aud  M,  do  la  Luxorue  tliinkH  wJlh  mo  that  we  shall 
bavoreasou  to  bosaliHlied. 

"'^lembei'  27.— At  length  tbo  pleiiipotontiarinn  aro  clionen.  Mr.  Jay  is  destined 
for  Spain  and  the  full  powers  for  peace  are  cuufnlod  tu  Mr.  Adams.  One  vote  only 
woa  found  in  favor  of  Arthur  Lee.  The  choice  of  Mr.  Jny  luavos  nothing  to  desire. 
Tomnchintelligeucoand  the  best  liitetilioii!)  ho  juins  a  cunvilialing  spirit.     Aate 
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Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  September  20,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  yestcrdaj'  evening  tlie  letter  your  excellency  did  mo 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  together  with  the  packet  for  M.  de  la 
Luzerne,  which  I  shall  take  care  to  forward  with  my  dispatches.  I 
could  have  wished  it  had  been  possible  to  writ-e  something  positive  to 
the  Congress  by  this  opportunity  on  the  subject  of  the  supplies  they 
have  asked,  because  I  apprehend  great  inconveniences  may  arise  from 
their  being  left  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  on  that  account,  not  only  as 
the  hope  or  expectation  of  obtaining  those  supplies  may  prevent  their 
taking  other  measures,  if  possible,  to  obtain  them,  but  as  the  disap- 
pointment will  give  great  advantage  to  their  enemies,  external  and 
internal.  Your  excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  excuse  my  making 
this  observation,  which  is  forced  from  me  by  my  great  anxiety  on  the 
occasion. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


ent  mombers  of  Congress.  lie  liiis  tlio  rcpntaiioii  of  an  bonost  man,  and  the  pre- 
suinptioQ  that  he  would  be  agreeable  to  you  has  iuliuoiiced  their  opinious.*' — 6 
Sparks'  Washington,  385. 

Mr.  Jay  was  appointed  on  the  27th  of  September,  1779,  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  conimeroe  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  In  reply  to  the  above  letter  he  wrote :  "Your  very  friendly  letter  of  the 
7th  instant  gave  me  all  the  p]o:isure  which  accompanies  marks  of  cordial  esteem  and 
attachment  from  those  whose  commendation  is  praise  and  whose  friendship  is  dis- 
criminating. Among  the  objects  of  my  mission  are  some  which,  however  just,  will 
not  be  easily  attained,  and  therefore  its  success  will  be  precarious,  and  probably 
partial.  The  only  satisfaction  I  promise  myself  from  the  uppoiutment  will  flow  from 
the  rectitude  with  which  the  duties  of  it  will  be  discharged,  and  not  from  a  x>rospcct 
of  general  approbation.  God  grant  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  x^oace 
and  liberty  shall  lead  you  from  the  field  to  enjoy  in  silence  and  retirement  the  lux- 
ury of  reflecting  that  you  have  saved  your  country.    Adieu." — October  14. 

Mr.  Jay  had  given  great  satisfaction  to  nil  parties  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
o(!)ce.  When  he  was  elected,  it  seems  he  did  not  intend  retaining  the  post  for  a  long 
time.  On  that  occasion  Mr.  Duaue,  a  member  of  Congress  from  New  York,  wrote  to 
Governor  Clinton  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Laurens, who  has  been  in  the  chair  thirteen  months,  resigned  yesterday.  A 
great  majority  of  Congress  immediately  determined  that  one  of  the  New  York  dele- 
gates should  succeed  to  the  chair.  We  held  up  General  Schuyler,  which  seemed  to  be 
Tery  agreeable.  On  accoimt  of  his  absonee,Mr.  Jay  wjvs  prevailed  on  to  take  the  chair, 
with  a  resolution  on  his  part  to  resign  in  favor  of  General  Schuyler  as  soon  as  he 
attends." — Docombor  10,  1778.  General  Schuyler  did  not  take  his  seat  in  Congress 
till  several  weeks  after  Mr.  Jay  waM  appointed  niiuisU'r  to  Spain." — G  Sparks*  Wash- 
ington, 377. 

•8  Sparks'  Franklin,  382;  G  Bigclow's  Franklin, 441. 
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IiOVsU  to  1.  Adama.* 
[CoDBdenti»l.] 
PniLADELPlUA,  Monday,  September  27, 1770. 

Not  knowing,  my  dear  eir.  Low  certaia  tilings  uow  iu  ngitatiou  may 
this  day  be  tcrmiiiateil  bore,  1  cboose  to  state  at  tliia  tiuio  some  pro- 
ceediiigs  two  days  old,  tbnt  I  nmy  uot  bo  thought  to  give  tbeiri  a  gloss 
io  tbe  stylo  of  no  after-iiropbet  turoed  historian  or  paiuter.  For  a 
grouudwork  I  refer  you  to  tbe  report  of  tbe  coinmittee  of  thirteen, 
wiLh  its  voiiBcquetit  yeas  and  nays,  which  is  certainly  now  in  your 
hands  in  print ;  and  also  to  what  you  must  have  aouiohow  or  other 
come  to  tbe  knowledge  of  respecting  a  long  struggle  about  cod  and 
haddock  }t  and,  further,  to  your  own  reading  and  judgmeut  concerning 
tbe  parliauieuUiry  propriety  of  appointing  a  man  to  carry  into  effect 
by  ail  the  powers  of  skillful  negotiation  a  nienmire  to  which  hu  bos 
been  opposed  tooth  and  nail  in  the  whole  preparatory  progress  of  it; 
nor  can  I  omit  to  call  to  your  mind  what  I  already  must  have  written 
either  to  you  or  the  lovely  I'ortin,  that  tbe  lentor  of  proceedings  here 
should  account  for  titu  n|)[)ear)iiiccs  of  injustice  done  you  by  au  assem- 
bly niue-teutbs  of  which  profess,  and  probably  have,  au  esteem  for 
you. 

Two  things  are  to  bo  transacted  with  Britain,  a  uu^or  and  coose<iueut 
minor,  as  soou  as  ber  madness  and  folly  begin  to  subside.  But  only 
one  agent  is  to  mauage  them.  Tbe  commissions  are  drawn,  and  in- 
Btrnctious  also.  The  blanks  are  to  be  flUed.  Dr.  Franklin  was  nomi- 
nated out  of  order.  This  lod  one  man  to  suggest  that  be  should  find 
himself  obliged,  when  such  a  noniitiatiou  should  again  be  attempted 
and  done  in  order,  to  follow  it  with  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Lee,  as  amuck 
more  luitablc  charncter,  which  hu  would  enduin'ur  to  make  plain  by 
various  testimonies  in  his  possession,  part  known  and  part  yet  iiu- 
kiiowu  to  the  assembly.  A  question  was  then  moved  by  a  gentleman 
in  that  company  named  Matthews,  and  sncondeil  by  one  named  Lovcll  { 
that  no  member,  while  there  acting,  or  for  nine  mouths  after,  should 
be  elected  to  a  place  for  which  be,  or  another  for  bim,  received  any  sal- 
ary, etc.  By  yciis  and  iniys  the  nine  months' §  part  was  lost;  and  the 
other  part  by  the  previous  qnostion.  J.  Adams  was  nominated  by 
Mr.  Laurens,  and  J.  Jay  by  Mr.  Smith.  Adjourned  to  meet  on  tbe 
next  day  (Sundtiy)  at  10  u'cluck.  Mot.  Balloted :  live  foi-  J.  A.,  four  for 
J.  J.,  three  could  uot  agree.  On  a  second  trial,  six  for  J.  A.,  four  for  J.  J., 
one  conld  uot  agree.    Tbe  mover  of  the  motion  above  not  being  likely  lo 

■  9  John  A«1ntiin'  Works,  486. 

t  Secret  jouruaU,  vol.  2,  pp.  130-U5,  149-167,  1T3-18!I,  201-210.  An  abstract  of 
those  proceed i ■!)(■,  is  to  bo  foiiuil  iti  (be  valiinblo  report  liitely  lUftUo  for  tbe  Tteaaur; 
Deputmeutby  Mr.  Subiuo,  oiitLeAii]ericaul''iBl]eTieH,  pp.  14'J-1S)1. — (Mote,  9J.  Adams' 
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consent  witli  Ilia  colleague  to  carry  it  into  effect,  tliu  balloting  w 
iwstpoiicd. 

It  lia<l  been  rrequciitly  prossoil  on  tlio  moinbera  to  order  some  J 
solves  lion-  on  tlio  tiiblo,  and  bot  very  lately  passed,  respoctiug  i>oii) 
on  wliieli  tlie  tamper  of  Sitaiii  towards  us  greatly  dui>eud8,  to  be  f c 
wanlcd  to  tliu  itonuurHsiunor  at  Ui»t  conrt  as  answers  to  the  quostioi 
wliicli  liu  hinted  to  us  in  six  days  after  tUe  treaties  witli  France;  agn 
ou  tlio  2d  of  Ajiril;  ngaiii  plainly  and  nrgontly  for  our  auswor  on  Augu 
27}  agnin  more  urgently  ou  October  19  ;  agaiu  ou  December  5,  etc. 
cutand  dried  commission,  sucli  as  must  pass  beroafter  was  produce 
moved  foi',  and  seconded,  out  of  order,  A  motion  was  tbeu  made  at 
seconded  for  choosing  a  mmitler  pIcniiKtteutiary  to  do  exactly  what 
tommitaioncr  is  now  fully  authorized  to  do ;  as  much  so  exactly  as  we 
the  three  at  the  court  of  France.  The  pretonso  for  this  was  the  accept 
second  paragraph  of  a  report  (vide  A|)ril  IG)  that  ministers  pleuipote 
tiary  were  only  necessary  nt  Versailles  and  Madrid,  the  spirit  and  i 
tent  of  which  parugrai>li  lay  in  the  word  only,  and  not  in  a  techuical  u 
of  ministers,  ns  settled  by  Franco  and  us  on  the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard. 

3omo  good  and  not  young  men  on  this  question  saw  not  tlio  trap  u 
der  the  chaff.  Who  could  deny  that  we  have  aasouted  to  addition 
pnrndo  and  expense  in  a  minister  above  a  comnitssionerl  Who  con 
deny  that  two  persons  would  bo  in  pay,  for  a  time,  at  once  to  do  tl 
same  business  T  Wlio  could  deny  that  A,  Lee's  complete  vindioatioi 
were  on  the  tabic  of  Congress  T  This  last  matter  and  all  characterizli 
was  said  to  be  untimely,  as  much  as  in  a  question  about  creating 
quartennaster ■f/cHPTrtl  when  wo  had  a  quartermaster.  For  that  A.  L 
stood  as  fair  for  nomination  to  the  now  comniissiou  ns  any  man  else,  ai 
then  wo  should  be  allowed  full  liberty  to  speak  to  character.  A  ui 
jority  can  thus  kill,  but  it  rorjuircs  scDcn  to  make  alive.    Uutseveuthi 
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it.  Sbw  York  is  reitreseuted  by  Mr.  Jiiy  and  Mr,  Lewis,  uot  by  one. 
ITew  Jersey  by  Ur.  Foil  and  Mr,  Houston,  Oouuccticut  by  Mr.  Uuiititi{;- 
ton  or  Mr.  Koot- 

Firat  bdlUtt.-—J.  A.  Now  KainpsUire,  M»ssnchiia»tt8,  Bbotle  Island, 
Connecticut,  Delnwaro,  five.  J.  J. — New  York,  Mnrylnuil,  Vir);iiiin, 
Mortli  Uurolinn,  four. 

Second  ballot. — J.  A. — Now  nmnpsliiro,  Masswihnsotta,  Uboilo  Islnml, 
Oonnecticut,l)oliiwnru,  Ponn«ylvuiiia,six,  J.J. — Nuw  York,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Nortli  Oarolinii,  Now  Jersey,  fivo. 

Vote  far  a  minuter  to  Spain. — Yen:  Contiectictit,  New  York,  Now 
Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Nortb  Carolina,  8<>ntli  Carolina,  sttvcu. 
Nay:  New  Elanipsbiro,  Massacbusetts,  Dolawaro,  tbree.  Divided: 
Kbode  Island,  I'euusylvauiu,  two. 


CongisBB — FrQCDBdlngi)  as  to  tho  Bleetioii  and  ConuniasloniiiE  of  the  Peaoe 
Flenlpotenttarlea  and  othor  Hlnlsteta.! 

[For  |irlor  |)rocooiliiig9,  «ou  mpra,  Soptoinbor  STi,  1<79.] 

Sei'TEMHEB  28,  1779. 

Un  motion 

Retolrcd,  That  to-inorrow  lie  assif^neil  fw  Ibe  a|i|ioiiitment  of  a  secre- 
tary for  tUe  minister  i>lciiipoleiitiary  at  llie  conrt  ul'  Versailles  and  for 
eacb  of  the  ministers  who  aro  to  uegotiate  treaties  witli  tbe  courts  of 
Spain  and  Great  Britain. 

TLe  following  gcntlciiion  wore  pat  in  nomination : 

For  tlie  minister  plenipoteatiary  to  iiegotiato  a  treaty  of  alliance  and 
amity  and  commerce  witli  Spain,  Mr. William  Carmicliael,  l>y  l^lr.  llewes. 

For  tbe  minister  p1oni|iotoiitiary  to  negotiate  a  ti'e^ity  of  [leace  and  a 
treaty  of  comnierco  with  Groat  liritain,  Mr.  Jolin  Trambnll,  by  Mr. 
Laurens;  Mr.  Jonalban  Trumbull,  jr.,  by  Mr.  Jloltun;  Mr.  Francis  Dana, 
by  Mr.  Peaboily. 

For  tbe  minister  |>leni|)otentiary  at  tlic  court  of  Versaillea,  Mr.  I'etcr 
Scull,  by  Mr.  Alice;  Mr.  Jolin  Lanrens,  liy  Mr.  Gerry. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr. 
Marcliant,  appointed  to  prepare  drafts  of  comtnissionR,  reported  llio 
same,  wbieb  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

For  tbo  miuister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace : 
Tlie  delegates  of  tlio  United  States  of  New  Uampnbire,  Mossacbusctts 

Bay,  itimde  Island,  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  Now  York, 

New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary  land,  Virginia,  Nortli  Car- 
olina, SoutliCiiroIiua,  and  Georgia,  to  all  wbo shall  sco  these  presents 

send  greeting. 

It  being  probable  that  a  negotiation  will  soon  be  commenced  for 
patting  an  end   to  tbo  liostilities  between  bis   most  Christian  maj- 
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csLy  aud  thcne  Uiiitud  States  on  the  ouo  part,  aud  Iiis  Britauu 
majesty  on  tlio  otlier  part,  aud  it  boiiig  the  siucere  desire  of  Uio  Uuiti 
States  tliiit  tLoy  may  be  teruiiuated  by  a  peace  fouuded  ou  sucL  sol 
and  equitable  pi'itici|ilea  aa  reasouably  to  promise  a  permanency  orti 
blessings  uf  tran(|iiillity :   Know  ye,  tbereforc,  that  we,  uouftding  in  tl 

integrity,  |>i'udenco,  and  ability  of ,  liave  nominated  and  coub 

ttitcd,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate  and  constitute,  Iiim,  tlie  bu 

,  our  minister  plonipotoutinry,  giving  liint  full  jiowers,  general  ai 

Npeciiil,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  coiiTur,  tre^it,  agree,  aud  conclude  wi 
tlio  ambiissadors  or  pleniiiotontinrics  of  liis  most  CLristiau  majesty,  at 
of  Ills  Britannic  majesty  and  tliose  of  any  other  powers  or  states  wbo 
it  may  concern  vented  with  equal  powers,  relating  to  the  re  establia 
mont  of  poiiee  and  friendsbip,  and  wliatevcr  sliull  be  so  agreed  ai 
concluded  for  us  and  iu  our  uame  to  sign  aud  tbcreupou  make  a  trea 
or  treaties,  and  to  transact  everything  that  may  be  necessary  for  coi 
pteting,  securing,  and  etreugtlieuing  tlie  great  work  of  pacification 
as  ample  form  iiml  with  the  same  effect  as  if  we  were  personally  presc 
and  acted  therein;  hereby  promising  iu  good  faith  that  we  will  acce^ 
ratify,  fulllll,  aud  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded,  ai 
signed  by  our  said  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  that  we  will  oerora 
nor  sutler  auy  i>ersou  to  act  coutrary  to  the  same  in  whole  or  iu  ai 
part. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused   these  presents  to  be  givi 

in  Uongrcss,  nt  I'liiliuleiphia,  tlie  —  day  of ,  ju  the  year  of  o 

liord  1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  Unit 
States  of  America.    Signed  by  tlio  President  and  sealed  with  his  se: 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  ai 
commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

ikatiL-iilos  uf  (ho   United  States  of  Kew  Ilamnshir 
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iDini8terpleiiii>otei>liary,aiid  that  WO  will  iioveriH!t,uor suffer  any  persoD 
to  ftct,  contrary  to  tlio  same  in  wboleor  in  any  part. 

In  witDBBS  whereof  we  have  caused  these  pi-esouts  to  he  giveu  in  (Jon- 

grosa,  at  Philadolpliia,  tlie day  of ,  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1779,  and  in  tlio  fourth  year  of  tho  Iudo]>endonco  of  tho  Uiiitod  States 
of  America.    Signed  by  tlio  Tresidoat  nud  sealed  iritlt  his  seal. 

Besolved,  That  aconiinittceof  three  be  a|>|>oiiited  to  pregtare  tlie  draft 
of  a  commission  for  tlie  minister  pleiiiiiotontiury  appointed  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliauco  between  the  LTuited 
States  of  America  and  bis  Catholic  majesty. 

The  members :  Mr.  Poco,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  draft  of  a  commission 
for  the  secretaries  to  be  appointed. 

Jtetolvcd,  That  n  committee  of  tliieo  bo  apiwiutod  to  report  projier 
salaries  for  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  and  their  secretaries  respect- 
ively. 

The  members :  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Hoot. 

Congress  iiroceedud  to  the  [election]  of  secretaries;  and,  tho  halluts 
being  taken, 

Mr.  William  OamiicbocI  was  elected  secretary  lo  tho  minister  pletii* 
potontiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  cummerce  and  of  alliance 
with  tho  court  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Francis  Diiita,  secretary  to  tlio  minister  [>lpnii>otcntiary  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty  of  commeroo  with  Groat  ilritain. 

Jiicutenant-Ootonct  John  Jjaiirens,  scctotary  to  the  minister  pleui(>o- 
tentinry  of  the  Unito<l  States  at  the  court  of  Vevsnilles.* 

The  committee,  vonsistingof  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr,  Gerry, 
apiwintcd  lo  prepare  instructions  to  the  uiinister  fur  negotiating  with 
the  court  of  Spniii,  having  (sec  page  ^25)  bionght  in  a  draft,  the 
same  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Iimtnictions  to  tho  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  with  tbe 
court  of  Spain. 

Silt :  l>y  tho  treaties  sulisiating  between  his  most  Ohristian  majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America  a  power  is  roserred  to  his  Oatholic 


'Colonel  Laiirmm  iliieliiioil  tlio ftjipoiiittiiout  (rut sitcrclary  tii  Or.  I-'riiiikllu).  l(o  waa 
absent  ill  Soiilli  Cnruliiin  whori  llio  dloction  touk  iiliico,  lint  iih  niioii  ns  liu  icl.iirticil  to 
Oouornl  Wiu<1ihi{rtoti'H  iicikil'iiiiii'turx  lio  wrotous  rnlliiwe  to  llioi'iiislilotit  uF Cuii)-rc83: 

"I  havo  rccciveil  yunr  oxi:<.'l]uticy'B  iKttor  aciin.'viiitiiit!  iiiu  ilint  C'oiigrons  liavo  licon 
plonaod  to  ap|>[iiiit  nie  Hccritnry  to  tlioir  iiiiniHtor  plunipotuiitiiiry  nt  tho  court  of  Vflr- 
aailloB.  Seiisililo  of  tlio  honor  ivliiuh  tliuy  Lavu  doiio  iim,  nml  poiictratod  by  tlieir 
goodnoBB,  I  oulro.it  thuiii  to  iiccciit  tny  most  giutufiil  ackiiowluilgitiuiits.  At  tlio  1111110 
time,  conacluiis  of  my  iiio.t|Miiioiico  in  potitics,  iitui  <1il)titoiit  of  fni»\¥eriiig  tlioir  cx- 
poct>tioi)s  in  &  coniiiiiwion  of  nnch  Importauco,  I  mimt  rc'iiU'st  tlioir  Icnvo  to  porso- 
voro  in  ft  lino  of  ilnty  to  which  my  [nclLiintiuii  a^  wnll  as  itnty  iitlitciies  tiio  until  an 
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majesty  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties  and  to  participate  in  tbeir  stipa- 
latioiis  at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  itbeiug  well  understood, 
nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulations  of  the  said  treaties  are  not 
agreeable  to  the  court  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  majesty  may  propose  other 
conditions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance  and  conform- 
able to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship. 

Congress  is  sensible  of  the  friendly  regard  to  these  States  manifested 
by  his  most  Christian  majesty  in  reserving  a  power  to  his  Catholic 
majesty  of  acceding  to  the  alliance  entered  into  between  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  and  these  United  States,  and  therefore,  that  nothing  may 
be  wanting  on  their  part  to  facilitate  the  views  of  his  most  Christian  maj- 
esty and  to  obtain  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  his  Catholic  majesty,  have  thought  proper  to  anticipate  any  propo- 
sition which  his  catholic  majesty  might  make  on  that  subject  by  yield- 
ing up  to  kirn  those  objects  which  they  conclude  he  may  have  prin- 
cipally in  view,  and  for  that  purpose  have  come  to  the  following 
resolution: 

*'  That  if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and 
in  concurrence  with  France  and  the  United  States  of  America  con- 
tinue the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  expresseil  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  precluded  from  securing  to 
himself  the  Floridas.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  obt^iin  the  Floridas 
from  Great  Britain,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to 
his  Catholic  majesty;  provided  always,  that  the  United  States  shall 
enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the 
sea.'^ 

You  are  therefore  to  communicate  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the 
desire  of  Congress  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  Catholic  majesty  and  to  request  his  favorable  inter- 
position for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time  you  are  to  make  such  pro- 
posal to  his  Catholic  majesty  as  in  your  judgment  from  circumstances 
will  be  proper  for  obtaining  for  the  United  States  of  American  equal 
advantages  with  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by  the  treaties  with 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  observing  always  the  resolution  aforesaid 
as  the  ultimatum  of  the  United  Stjvtes.  You  arc  particularly  to  endeavor 
h)  obtain  some  convenient  x)ort  or  ports  below  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude  on  the  river  Mississippi,  for  all  merchant  vessels'  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 
The  distressed  state  of  our  finances  and  the  great  depreciation  of  our 
paper  money  inclined  Congress  to  hope  that  his  Catholic  majesty,  if 
he  shall  conclude  a  treaty  with  these  States,  will  be  induced  to  lend 
them  money.  You  are  therefore  to  represent  to  him  the  great  distress 
of  these  States  on  that  account,  and  to  solicit  a  loan  of  five  millions  of 
dollars  upon  thebe^t  terms  in  your  power,  not  exceeding  six  |)er  centum 
per  annum,  eilectually  to  enable  them  to  co-operate  with  the  allies  against 
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tbe  common  enemy;  but  before  you  make  any  propositions  to  liis 
Oatliolio  innjcBty  for  a  loirn  you  nro  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  sabsidy  iu 
consltleratfon  of  the  gunrauty  aforesaid. 

The  committee  Appointed  to  prepare  n  comniisaion  fbr  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  oogotinto  a  treaty  of  ainnity  and  commerce  and  of 
fltlranc«  witli  liis  Catholic  majesty  brongbt  iu  a  draft  wbicli  was  agreed 
tons  follows:* 


Lovell  to  J.  Adams,  t 
[CADddontUI.] 

FniLADBLPniA,  September  28, 1779. 

Yesterday,  in  whispers,  the  proposal  was  mule  to  send  J.  A.  to  Spain, 
tbe  balloting  for  that  business  being  first  called  for.  But  Couufoticut 
ami  PennaylvRnia  discovered  n  total  abhorrence  of  the  consequences  in 
tbo  second  ballot;  therefore  tho  plnn  was  dropped  and  the  ballots  were: 

A.  Leo:  New  Hainiisiiiro. 

J.  Jay :  My  colleagues,  Coiinccticnt,  Now  York,  Now  Joraoy,  Dickin- 
son, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina. 

No  vote :  Kbodo  Island,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina. 

For  the  two  other  commtssioiiB,  J.  A.  tlio  only  nomination.  All  the 
States  but  one  for  Dr.  Franklin.  If  this  wasnotthepiWifJer,Jit  might 
bo  the  oddity  of  Virginia. 

Prior  to  the  ciioicii  for  Spain  I  produced  yonrtwo  first  Icttors  as  ap- 
portniulng  to  the  only  one  |K)int  which  hod  over  api>eared  incontestable 
against  A.  Lee — "t/c  cr»ins  Mr.  Lee  ct  set  entourn'^ — for  the  minister, 
disavowing,  on  February  1.3,  his  having  adopttnl  prejudices  such  as 
were  attempted  to  be  inspired  iu  America,  and  proving  his  disavowal 
by  an  appeal  to  hia  comlnct  to  yon,  "  e}uemhle  et  g^parement,"  shows  either 
tliAt  he  meant  only  avec  ses  cnt^vrs,  or  that  ho  felt  criuvinced  he  liail  been 
drawn  iutouujust  doubts,  and  intended  to  show  double  confidence  in 
future. 

The  whole  members,  oven  Jay,  praise  "my  ))crgeToranco ; "  hut  ho 
says,  "iu  friendship  to  Arthur."  Time  will  show  whether  it  has  not 
been  to  prevent  Congress  from  an  act  of  iiijustico  nnd  to  maintain  the 
sncre«lno?sof  the  approbation  or  dUnpprobnIion  of  our  united  supremacy ; 
which  is  what  the  servant  of  republics  should  look  up  to  rather  than  to 
salaries  and  iierquisites,  which  the  levity  of  monarchies  makes  their 
servants  eatch  while  thei/  can  without  striving  to  deserve  them. 
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I  am  freed  from  a  load,  for  I  bave  long  practised  upon  David's  rale. 
Away  with  sackcloth  and  ashes  when  evitables  become  inevitable.  J, 
J.  desires  me  to  be  as  true  to  him  <^  only  while  he  continues  to  do  hon- 
estly."  That  I  most  assuredly  will,  and  to  every  name  that  the  pub- 
lic choice  shall  fall  on.  But  I  can  not  forget  the  past  so  far  as  not  to 
think  that  if  Sihos  Deane  is  not  stone  blind  he  may  now  see  from  what 
source  he  got  his  fund  of  advice  towards  measures  apparently  his  own. 

Oarmichael,  Houston,  and  Mr.  Jay's  brother,  Livingston,  are  talke<l 
of  as  secretaries  to  the  embassies.  Gerry  tells  me  Dana  may  be  in- 
duced to  go  with  you. 

And  now,  my  very  dear  sir,  as  to  the  main  point,  America  ought  not 
to  pardon  you  if  you  put  its  peace  to  the  hazard  of  a  second  ballot  As 
an  individual,  I  swear  I  never  will.  And  as  to  Portia,  if  1  can,  bj^  my 
utmost  industry,  And  out  that  only  one  tear,  or  even  a  sigh,  comes  from 
her,  I  will  burn  all  her  past  letters,  much  as  I  now  regard  them. 

I  will  allow  her  a  little  regret,  if  she  will  not  let  it  amount  to  a  sigh, 
while  she  considers  with  mo  that  you  can  not  be  here  to  manage  the 
Vermont  cause.  You  must  give  all  possible  information  to  Massachu- 
setts government  through  some  able  man  or  committee  before  you  go 
from  thence  or  hence. 

I  have  tired  all  my  pens  yesterday'  and  today  in  conversing  with 
those  I  love  southward  and  eastward. 

Heaven  protect  you. 

James  Lovell. 


"W.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Frankfort,  Se})icinbcr  28, 1779. 

GentlKMEN:  I  have  not  had  the  honor  of  receiving  an^'  answer  to 
the  various  letters  1  have  written  to  you  since  my  coming  to  this  coun- 
try, nor  any  letter  from  you  since  May,  1778,  except  a  short  one  of  the 
28th  of  October  last,  which,  added  to  my  never  receiving  intelligence, 
information,  or  <v8sistance  of  any  kind  from  your  minister  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  has  rendered  my  sitUt^tion  extremely  embarrassing;  and 
therefore,  if  my  success  has  not  been  so  complete  as  could  have  been 
wished,  I  shall  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  Congress,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  genenil  system  of  affairs  in  Europe  for  eighteen 
months  past  has  been  so  very  critical  as  to  puzzle  the  deepest  and  most 
reQued  politicians. 

Not  being  able  to  prevail  on  your  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles 
(jis  I  mentioned  to  you  in  Mfirch  last)  to  aid  me  in  getting  the  French 
ministry  to  exert  themselves  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  declaration  of 
American  independence  by  all  the  northern  powers  of  Europe  that  were 
interested  in  the  congress  held  at  Teschin,  in  Silesia,  last  spring,  I  was 
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coDseqoootly  disappoiutcd  iu  the  full  hopes  I  eutertuitied  of  obtaining 
80  ilosirablo  a  iioiiit,  wliicli  Uioro  was  tlio  groatost  j)ro»i>cut  of  8ucccc<1iiig 
in  if  the  court  of  Yorsailles  hiul  made  n  point  of  it ;  at  looat  I  am  as- 
anred  that  the  King  of  FruHSia  would  not  have  Lad  any  objection,  and 
from  the  very  great  iuUuonco  he  has  in  the  cabinet  of  Petoraburgb 
there  is  little  doubt  but  that  be  coald  easily  have  prevailed  with  the 
Empress  of  Russia  to  have  given  ber  consent.  Had  this  point  beeu 
gaino<),  our  enoinics  would  have  been  de]>rivcd  of  every  ray  of  ho])e  of 
obtaining  auy  assistance  to  continue  the  war  against  us,  for  the  great 
ulyect  of  European  politics  baa  been,  and  is  still,  to  draw  the  Empress 
of  Uussia  into  their  quarrel. 

We  bad  not  in  tbi»  couutry  got  auffioiently  qnletetl,  after  signing  the 
peace  of  Teschiu,  ou  the  lOth  of  May  last,  to  make  it  prudent  for  uie 
to  take  auy  public  steps  under  the  commissions  1  have  from  Congress, 
before  the  negotiations  for  peace  under  the  mediation  of  Spain  wore 
drawn  to  a  couclusiou ;  but  as  the  rescript  delivered  iu  June  by  the 
Spanish  ambassador  to  Lord  Weymouth  iu  Londousuid  uotone  wordin 
our  favor,  but  rather  seemed  to  look  on  tlie  thirteen  United  States  of 
America  as  being  etitl  colonics,  or  provinces,  belonging  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, it  became  absolutely  noces»ary  for  me  to  %vail  until  this  enigma 
could  bo  cleared  np,  and  till  I  could  get  sure  iufonnntion  of  tho  real 
designs  of  Spain  ami  the  mcnsnres  she  intended  to  pursue. 

As  soon  as  I  bad  gut  tliis  infurmntiou  I  mode  a  formal  requisition  to 
the  Pru8(<iau  nnnister,  hoping  that,  as  tho  late  war  in  Germany  liad 
prevented  his  majesty's  former  declarations  in  our  favor  from  being 
carried  into  elfect,  anil  as  that  obstruction  was  imw  removed,  that  his 
majesty  would  not  delay  to  acknowledge  the  iiuleijcndence  of  the  thir- 
teen United  States  of  America,  wbicli  might  bo  the  means  of  puttiug 
a  stop  to  tho  farther  wantou  olTusion  of  human  blood.  To  this  requi- 
sition I  received  the  following  answer  from  the  minister: 

"  With  respect  to  the  declaration,  which  you  again  desire  of  tlie  king, 
ni  favor  of  the  iudepoudeiice  of  the  Ameriuauij,  I  have  frequently  ex- 
plained that  his  mi^esty  having,  by  the  iiosition  of  his  dominions  and 
those  of  his  neighbors,  very  dill'orout  interests  from  those  powers  that 
are  properly  called  maritime  oues,  he  bad  no  right  to  expect  a  direct 
influence  iu  maritime  alTairs,  and  Unit  be  coukl  not  in  wise  policy  take 
any  measures  iu  those  all'airs,  because  they  would  always  be  unfruitful, 
as  they  could  not  be  sujiporte^l  by  a  warlike  nmriiiu.  The  support  of 
the  maritime  powers  will  make  the  balance  incline  iu  your  favor  more 
elTectually  than  all  tho  declarations  in  tho  world,  and  Spain,  by  joining 
with  France  to  make  war  on  Eugland,  renders  yon  the  most  e»senttal 
services  without  having  acknowledged  your  independence.  Tho  king, 
in  making  the  declaration  now  which  you  desire,  would  oidy  embroil 
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tiiiies  with  rcRjtcct  to  commorce,  iii  asatiriiig  you,  which  I  do  agui 
tlDit  llio  iiioruhant  vetwela  of  America  that  choose  to  enter  into  tl 
portti  of  tlio  kitig  to  soil  their  goods  aud  to  buy  onrs  ehnll  be  receivt 
ill  n  friendly  mnniior,  and  treated  on  au  equality  with  the  inerchauts 
Huy  oilier  conntry." 

it  haa  long  been  one  object  of  my  policy  toeiignge  thoKiiigorPm 
sin  to  net  in  our  favor  nsainedintor  forpetic^,  whereby,  if  liismediatit 
WHS  tigrocd  to,  lio  might  render  us  much  mure  cITectiial  service  than  1 
KOiiding  nil  nnny  of  lifty  tlioiisaiid  men  into  lliuiover,  which  stop  be  con 
not  Uiko  without  arming  the  emperor  and  the  whole  Geriuau  limpi 
against  him.  I  h:ivo  goo<l  rctison  to  beliovu  thnt  tho  king  is  much  di 
poaod  to  act  in  the  quality  of  a  mediator,  but  ho  ie  too  wise  to  offer  h 
services  without  being  previously  assured  thiit  they  would  be  accept) 
by  both  sides.  However,  we  may  expect  very  osBoatiivl  beoefltsfro 
his  inllucnco  with  the  court  of  St.  Totcrsbiirg,  who,  it  is  said  wii 
coiiQilciicc,  has  oll'erod  its  mediation,  and  that  it  ia  ucceptfid  by  tl 
parties.  I  am  informed  that  tho  (Irst  ]iro[K>sition  to  be  mailo  to  Englai 
by  the  mediating  powers  aa  tho  conimoiicement  of  tlie  Dcgotiatioa  i 
that  America  slisUl  bo  treated  as  indcpoiident.*  There. is  astroug  i 
clintttiou  in  I'rnsma  to  enter  into  tho  Ainoricaii  coiumerco,  and  tlioro 
now  a  Hchomo  in  agitation  under  the  direction  of  the  miaieter  to  mnl 
tho  triiil,  wliitih,  if  tho  cominoucomoiits  are  successful!,  will  be  carri< 
on  upon  a  very  hirgo  soiilo,  and  will  more  efTectnnlly  ongngo  the  kii 
ill  onr  iiitereHts  thnii  anytliiiig  else.  Fortliis  piiri>ose,  I  think  it  wou 
bo  of  most  essential  8crvi(!o  if  two  or  throe  American  vessels  were 
Ciller  into  tho  |>ortof  Kiiibdeii,  which  is  a  gooil  harlmr,  lying  bctwci 
Hamburg  and  Anistenlam,  and  as  easily  got  into  as  any  of  the  por 
of  Holland. 

I  have  conlimieil  my  correaiioiidOMco  nt  Vienna,  but  ha' 
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liOtters  of  good  autliority  from  Btiglaiid  say  that  tbe  British  iDiuistr; 
would  willlDgly  agree  to  give  ap  the  iudepeudetice  of  America  to  obtain 
peace;  but  it  is  feared  that  the  obstiuaoy  aud  folly  of  their  master  will 
prereut  them  from  execatiiig  their  plan.  However,  I  am  still  firmly  of 
opinion  that  the  bcstsecurity  and  success  of  America  will  depend  on 
ber  owu  elForts — her  wise,  steady,  and  uniform  couduct.  As  the  ob- 
taining a  fresh  supply  of  troops  from  this  couutry  has  been  a  favorite 
iwint  with  our  eueuiies,  I  have  paid  continual  atteutiou  to  that  object, 
and  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  3'ou  that  at  present  there  is  not  any 
prospect  of  their  getting  fresh  troops  froiii  this  part  of  the  world,  as 
tbey  have  hitherto  been  defeated  in  nil  tbeir  various  ucgotiatfous  for 
that  parposo.  But  as  this  campaign  has  passed  away  without  any  blow 
being  struck  in  Europe,  all  tlie  Euglish  fleets  from  tbe  different  parts 
of  the  world  arrived  safe  without  the  least  molestation,  and  tbe  king's 
hands  so  much  strengtbeucd  by  tbe  exertions  of  all  parties  iu  England 
to  repel  tbe  invasion  they  have  been  threatened  with  all  the  year,  I 
think  it  ia  most  probable  that  the  war  will  coutiuae  another  year  at 
least,  for  which  I  suppose  proper  provision  will  be  made  in  America. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

WiLLiAH  Lee. 


HarbolB  to  Adams." 
A  PuiLADELPJllH,  le  29  Septemhre,  1779. 

Mohsibdr:  Je  n'ni  que  lo  terns  quo  vous  nmrqncr  conibieu  j'sii  pris 
doiiart  nux  choix  quo  voh  compatriutcs  viennentile  faire  dc  vous,  pour 
aller  nfigocier  la  \va\\  en  EnropeJ  J'ai  etiS  n^ullcnicut  touchc  de  I'u- 
uanimilu  et  de  I'liDprcsscnient  avec  Icquel  tons  les  csprits  bb  sunt  n^uuis 
daus  I'opinioti  qu'ils  out  cougno  de  voiih,  ct  dans  la  porsuuslou  qu'un 
miuislre  sans  prcjugi-a  ot  sans  autre  jinHsiuii  que  cdle  du  boulieur  de 
son  pays  ot  de  la  couservntiou  do  Palliaiico,  (itoit  I'hommo  lo  i>lus  pro- 
pre  iV  couduii-e  I'iuipottaut  ouvrage  de  la  pais. 

Je  dC-sire  benncoup,  Monsieur,  ([ue  vous  rocoiiduisio»  cu  Europe  M. 
votrefits,  malgrdl'tSluiguomoutqu'il  a  pour  la  navigation.  11  approndra 
de  vous  les  moyens  d'etre  un  jour  ntilo  ;V  son  pays,  et  vos  pruceptes  ct 
VOB  sentimeus  Ini  apprendroiit  i\churir  lua  nation,  qui  sout  du  Jour  eu 
jour  davautage  combion  sou  uuion  avec  vous  est  uaturclle  et  lucipro- 
quemont  avautngeuse. 

Je  suis,  avec  respect,  monsieur,  voire  tros  liumblo  et  trvs  obuisant 
serviteiir, 

Ue  Maubojs. 
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Passy,  September  29, 1779. 
Sir:  Cfijitaiii  OoiiyDgliam  IiM  not  bceu  neglected.  As  soou  as 
heard  of  bia  arrival  in  I^iiglaiid  I  wrote  to  n  friend  to  furuish  bim  Tit 
wliat  iiioriey  lie  tniKlit  wnut,  and  to  ansuro  Iiim  tbat  be  bad  never  aoti 
nitbout  ii  cuiiiiiiisHioii.  i  have  been  made  to  understand,  iu  answer,  th. 
tberu  is  no  intention  to  pi-osecute  bim  ;  and  tbat  be  wna  according 
removed  rroiii  I'endenuis  Oiistle  and  put  among  tbo  common  prieone 
at  I'lymoutti,  to  take  bis  turn  for  excliango.  Tbe  Oongreas,  bearing 
tbe  tlircuts  tu  enciillcu  bim,  pnt  three  officers  in  close  confinement 
abide  bis  fate,  and  acquainted  Sir  George  Collier  witb  tboirdeteiinin 
tion,  wbo  probably  wrote  to  tbe  Britisb  iniuistere.  I  tbank  you  f 
informing  uie  wbat  became  uf  bis  first  commission.  I  suppose  1  ci 
now  easily  recover  it  to  pnxluce  on  occasion.  Probably  Uie  date 
tbat  taken  witb  bim,  being  posterior  to  bis  capture  of  tbe  packet,  mat 
tbo  enemy  tbink  llicy  bad  an  advantage  against  bim.  But  wben  tl 
Biigllsli  Govcniment  have  eiicourngod  our  sailors  intrusted  witb  oi 
vessels  to  betray  that  trust,  mu  away  witb  tbe  vessels,  and  bring  tbe 
into  Idnglisb  ports,  giving  sucb  traitors  tbo  value,  as  if  good  and  la 
ful  prizes,  it  was  fooliBb  imjirudeuce  in  tbe  Bnglisb  commodore  to  ta 
uf  banging  one  of  our  captains  for  taking  a  prize  witbout  oommissio 
1  bave  tbe  lioiior  to  be,  witb  great  esteem,  sir, 

B.  Fbanklw. 


>  tJie  Committee  of  Forelgu  AffaltB.f 

Paris,  Septmnber  20,1779. 
ive  lately  been  favored  witli  your  letter  of  the  17 
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and  expected  thoy  vould  bave  gouo  by  that  opportuaity ;  but  when  Dr. 
Frankltu  tboaght  lie  had  effected  his  pari>oae,  he  lout  the  Alliance  to 
some  private  a4lTeuturer8,  and  the  American  vessels,  after  haviug  beeu 
detained  above  two  mouths,  were  obliged  to  avail  tbemselves  of  the  op> 
portunlty  of  a  Freucb  West  India  couvoy.j  *  I  have  received,  liliewiae, 
the  resolution  of  Ootigross  of  tlio  fith  of  A.agust  reapectiug  the  allow- 
anoe  to  be  made  to  tUo  commissioners.  TTpou  my  apiilying  to  Dr. 
Franklin  to  know  if  he  had  received  any  directions  from  Oougress  to 
pay  me  any  money,  and  whether  he  thouglit  himself  antliorizcd  by  that 
resolation  to  do  it,  he  answered  me  that  he  had  received  no  orders  about 
it.  "  Ou  the  other  hand,"  snid  lie,  "  there  is  a  part  of  it  which  directs 
that  every  commissioner  who  has  been  intrusted  with  public  money 
shall  transmit  without  delay  his  accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  board  of 
treasury  in  order  far  settlement.  Till  such  settlement  is  mndo  I  con- 
ceive it  can  not  be  kuowu  what  or  whether  anything  is  due  to  yon." 
I  was  in  hopes  that  after  what  I  had  already  written  to  Gougress  on 
this  subject  it  would  bave  been  unnecessary  to  trouble  them  any  more 
about  it.  Their  resolntion  of  the  7th  of  May,  1778,  directs  "  thnt  the 
comuiissiouors  appointed  for  the  conrts  of  Spain,  Tuscany,  Vienna,  and 
Berlin  should  live  in  such  style  and  manner  at  their  respective  courts 
as  they  may  find  suitable  and  uecossary  to  support  the  dignity  of  their 
public  character,  keeping  an  account  of  their  cxpcusos,  which  shall  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America."  I  have 
rei)eatodIy  informed  Congress  of  luy  reasons  for  not  going  into  Italy. 
Bad  those  reasons  not  been  satisfactory  they  would  doubtless  have 
signihed  their  pleasure  to  me  ou  the  subject,  which  should  have  been 
the  rule  of  my  conduct. 

I  do  not  conceive  that  the  resolntion  of  the  6th  of  August,  which  directs 
that  those  who  have  boon  intrusted  with  the  public  money  shall  ti-ana- 
mit  their  accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  be  settled 
can  have  any  reference  to  mo,  1  have  received  two  thousand  five  hundred 
louisd'orsof  the  public  nmiiey,  exclusive  of  the  clothes  and  education  of 
my  children  [and  my  oxijciiros  hiive  amounted  to  3,l)U0j.  •  Tliia  latter 
circumstance  1  should  not  have  montioncd  hitd  not  Dr.  Franklin  told  me 
that  he  saw  no  reason  why  Congress  should  maintain  my  family.  1  can 
not  believe  that  Oougress  intended  any  such  distinction  when  they  sent 
uieacommission,  nor  when  thoy  entered  into  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of 
May,  1778;  neither  can  I  thiukthat  by  calling  for  the  accounts  aud 
vooohera  of  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  public  money  their 
intention  ie  to  enter  into  nii  CKiimination  of  my  butcher's,  baker's,  or 
aiwthecary'B  bills.  1  hope  they  will  be  satlstied  with  being  informed  that 
my  expenses  during  tho  two  years  tliat  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  in 
their  service  have  amounted  to  sixteen  hundred  louis  d'urs  a  year.  The 
resolution  of  the  0th  of  August  set  forth  that  the  reasonable  expenses  of 
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uW:\s  itiiiy  liu  iillixcil  lo  tliosu  words,  h\tl  1  :iui  auro  tliat  wbatcrcr  Gt 
grcas  m»y  tlnrik  ruiisoiinble  wiU  bo  iiorrectly  satiBfactory  to  me,  let  t 
sum  bo  wliiitit  will.  All  I  tlcairo  is  tliati  iimy  iiot  bo  siibjcctod  to 
ill-trcatcd  by  a  iiiuii  who  is  bo<!ome  tuy  eiiouiy  because  I  bavo  doue  li 
duty  to  tlio  public. 

I  liavu  tlio  honor  to  be,  etc, 

liAi^rn  IzABD. 


IiDKeniv  to  Adama.* 

A  PniLADKLPUiB,  le  29  Septanbre  1779. 

Monsibur:  Jv  in'nitiibmdis  bieii  uiuvurtiuieiitd'avoir  pruvuquevot 
sCtjour  cu  Aruei'ii|(ie  iiosuroitiiaa  do  loiiguodur<Je,  ct  jefelicite  yob  coi 
putriotcs  <lu  choix  qu'ilH  out  fuit  devous,  itour  aller  uogocior  lap" 
<]ui  doit  assuiiT  l«  icpoa  dcs  truizo  l^tnts.  Vous  y  iwrterez  la  inodci 
lion  et  I'ljquito  qui  lu'out  pftru  fairo  lo  fond  do  votre  oaracti^re,  et  vo 
CtOBsCir  d'aviuicu  de  trouvor  ou  Frauce  le  miiiJstere  du  roi  dans  1 
mGinos  dispositiuus.  Ijo  cboix  du  CougrJts  est  npprouvu  pnr  toutos  1 
pcrsouucB  bicu  iutcutiouuocs  en  Amtjrique;  on  y  npplnudira 6fi;aleme 
cu  ]iuroi»e,  ct  jo  voua  rcpouds  dcs  soufi'ragcs  et  de  lacouflauce  do  t«ut 
Ics  pcrttoiiiicB  dont  vous  scrcz  couini.  Vous  travaillerez,  Housiour, 
douiier  la  paix  ;\  voire  payB,otmes  solus  aurout  iwurobjetderesserr 
Ics  ntiiuds  qui  uuisscnt  votre  uatiou  et  la  uiicuue.  Nos  travauz  auro 
done  quclquo  iiiinlogio,  etjo  vous  prie  d'etre  bieu  persuade  que  je  pro 
drui  uiic  pari  imuicdiato  il  vos  sucuus. 

La  j'i'cgiite  la  "  Sensible "  est  toujous  dans  lo  t>ort  de  Bostou ; 
d<ipendr»  do  vouh,  Monsieur,  do  vous  conccrtor  as'ec  M.  de  Obavaga 
ou  ciifi  que  vous  voua  dtSUsrmiuioi'i  it  partir  avec  lui.     Je  suis  pcrsuai 

etvauce  quo  le  uiiuistru  de  ta  madue  trouvera  qu'ou  lie  ^wuvoit  fai 
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uoverthulesti,  tliat  if  iiity  of  the  8ti|>ulatioim  of  tlic  Hiiitl  tretitics  nro  not 
ugreuable  to  tlie  court  of  Spaiu,  lii8  Oittbotic  miijcsty  nuiy  projioso  other 
coDcUtioMs  niiiilogouB  to  tlie  x>riuvi|)al  niiii  of  tliu  nlliiincv,  iiiiit  coiifonii* 
ftble  to  tUo  rules  of  nqimlity,  itsciprocity,  niitl  fi-ieiHUhi|).  Uungi-ess  ia 
senaiblo  of  tlio  friciully  i-0}>anl  to  titcsti  8t»(u8  luatiifuiiud  by  Iiis  most 
ChriBtiaii  uiujosty  in  rvtierviiifrn  imwvi  to  liis  Out  liolicniuJcHly  of  acced- 
ing to  tbo  ulliiinuo  ontoi'od  into  between  liiHinostCbristhm  lUiijesty  itwl 
tlieso  Uiiiteil  States;  ami  tliprefore,  1b»t  nothing  nitiy  be  wanting  on 
their  i»M't  to  facilitate  tlio  views  of  his  most  Ubristinn  innJcKty,  and  to 
obtnin  a  treaty  of  alliance  antl  of  amity  ami  coininoi'Vti  with  bis  Gatholto 
uiajesty,  have  tbongbt  proiHH'  to  anticipate  any  pitiiusitions  which  his 
catholic  nnijesty  migbt  make  on  that  uubjeet  by  yrehling  up  to  biin  those 
objecta  which  they  concliulu  he  may  have  principally  iu  view ;  and  for 
that  pur|M>Be  liavo  come  to  the  following  rcisolntioii : 

"That  if  hisOatboIieaiaiestysliall  aeccdo  to  the  eaid  IreaticK,  and,  tit 
conenrrenco  with  I''i-ance  and  tbe  United  Stittes  of  America,  continue 
the  x'ft^^iit  ^'^^  "it'i  Oreat  jjritiun  for  tbe  pnrjioso  cNpressed  in  tbe 
treatiea  aforesaid,  be  shall  not  tborcby  be  precluded  fi-oiii  securing  to 
himself  the  Floridas;  on  tbo  contrary,  it'  he  shall  obtain  the  Floridas 
fh>in  (ircat  Britain,  tbesu  United  States  will  giianiiity  the  same  to  his 
Oatholio  majesty ;  provided  always,  tbiit  tbe  Unite^l  States  sliall  enjoy 
tbe  fVee  navigation  oC  the  river  Mississippi  into  and  I'roni  the  sea." 

You  are  tbereforc  to  coniuiniiicate  to  bis  most  UbriHUaii  majesty  the 
desii'o  of  Ooiigre»s  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  allianuo  and  of  amity  ami 
commeixie  with  hfs  Oathnlie  niitjcsty,  and  to  request  hia  favorable  inter- 
position for  that  |>urpuse.  At  the  same  time,  you  are  to  make  such 
proposal  to  his  Catboliu  majct^ty  as  iu  .your  judgment,  from  circnin- 
Btances,  will  be  proper  for  obtaining  for  the  Uiiit^'d  Slates  of  America 
equal  advantages  with  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by  the  treaties 
with  his  most  OhriDtlan  ntaicsty ;  observing  always  the  resolution  afore- 
said as  tbo  ultimntum  of  tbo  United  States. 

Voii  aru  particularly  lo  endeavor  to  obtain  mum;  con  veil  iciit  port  or 
]i(HtK  below  tbe  Uiirly-fiist  dcfinte  id'  north  lalilmhi  on  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi for  all  incrcliant  vensels,  goods,  wared,  and  mercbaiHlisea 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 

Tbti  distressed  state  of  our  Jlnances  and  thegmat  depreciation  of  our 
paper  money  iiiclineil  (Jongrosa  to  Iiopo  ttint  his  Catholic  majesty,  if  he 
shall  conclude  a  treaty  with  these  Stales,  will  be  iiuhicod  to  lend  tbeni 
money  j  you  are  tboreforo  to  represent  to  him  the  great  distress  of  tlieso 
States  on  that  lu^count,  ati<l  to  solicit  a  loan  of  live  millions  of  dollars 
upon  tbe  best  terms  in  your  power,  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per 
auiinni,efl'ectually  to  enable  them  to  co-opcnite  with  tbo  allies  against  tlio 
common  eneuiy.    Jltiit  before  yon  niaUe  any  propositions  to  biaUatbolic 
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Sill :  I  linvo  vitliin  those  few  ilnyH  rocrivtHl  n  iimiibor  of  ilispatch 
from  you,  ivliiuli  litivo  nrrivwl  by  tlio  Menmrg  mid  otlier  rossels.  Uw 
iiig  tliia  iiiHtiiiit  of  nil  opiKirtiiuity  fruin  Uonteaiis,  and  tliut  tlio  voiiri 
tiotH  <ml  from  Vcrsiiilk's  iit  live  this  ovviiitie,  I  ciiibi'iicv  it  just  to  luty< 
know  that  1  Iiave  dolivercd  the  luttora  from  Congress  (o  the  khi^,  ai 
h:iv(!  laid  the  invoice  of  supplies  desired  (witli  a  traiislalioti)  before  tl 
iiiiiiist«rs;  aiid,tIioii(;li  I  liave  uotyeti-ocuivcd  a  positive  answer,  I  lia 
good  reuBoii  to  believe  I  shall  obtaiu  most  of  tlieiii,  if  not  all.  Hut 
this  demand  will  co!<t  tlio  court  a  vast  sum,  aud  their  expenses  iu  tl 
war  are  pro^liKiouH,  I  bog  i  may  not  be  put  under  Uie  necessity,  I 
occasional  dnifts  on  in<%  of  asking  for  more  luouey  tliau  is  I'etiuircd 
pay  our  bills  for  iuloivst.  1  must  piotust  those  I  liave  adviue  of  fra 
Klnrtitiifiue  aud  New  Orleans  {eveu  if  tUoy  were  drawn  by  {icrmissit 
of  Congress)  fur  want  of  money;  and  I  wish  the  committee  of  coi 
niL-i'ce  would  cantion  Il)eir  corresiwiulents  not  to  embarrass  me  wi 
their  bills. 

i  put  into  my  jiooket  uutliing  of  tlie  allowance  Oongross  lias  be< 
pleased  to  make  ine.  1  sliall  pay  it  all  in  hoiioriug  their  drafts  at 
su|)porting  their  eicdit;  but  do  not  lot  me  be  bunleued  witb  suppoi 
ing  the  credit  of  every  one  who  lias  claims  on  the  board  of  conimer 
or  the  navy.    1  shall  write  fully  by  the  Mercnrg. 

I  send  you  some  of  lUe  latest  newspaiiets,  and  have  the  Iiotior  to  l 
etc. 

13.  Fbanklih. 
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FnuikUii  to  L«  FAjetta.* 

PAS8Y,  October  1, 1770. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  Ik  n  lung  time  aiiive  I  ilM  iiij'scir  tlie  honor  or  writing 
tOfou,  but  I  have  rrcqiiuiitly  bad  tlic  itlensiiro  of  Ucnriiig  of  your  we!- 
fnr«. 

Your  kindness  to  my  gnuidsori  in  oflVriiig  to  take  liini  under  your 
wing  !ir  tiiot'xpeilition  In  exceedingly  obliging  to  nie.  Uad  tbo  oxpcdi- 
tion  gone  on  it  would  liiive  been  an  intlnile  ndviintago  to  him  to  Idivo 
been  present  with  you  so  early  iu  life  at  triuiHiictJotis  of  such  vast  im- 
portance to  greiit  nations.  1  fisitter  myself,  too,  that  he  might  i)o8sibly 
catch  from  you  some  tincture  of  those  engaging  manners  that  make  you 
HO  much  tUe  delight  of  all  that  know  yon.  Accept,  however,  my  warm- 
est and  moat  graleful  iieknowledgmentu. 

I  send  you  incloucd  a  iieirspaper  containing  the  particulars  of  Wayne's 
gallant  attack  of  Stoncy  I'oint.  Tliis  is  good  news,  but  it  is  followed 
by  some  bad,  Iho  loss  of  our  little  squadron  from  Bo-ston  at  Penobscot, 
which  it  is  said  our  people  were  obliged  to  blow  up.  I  hope  Count 
d'Estaing's  arrival  in  Ami^rtca  will  give  us  our  revenge.  Six  tbonsaud 
troops  are  ordered  to  the  West  Indies  to  secure  your  coiiipieata,  and  I 
hope  make  more.  Hut  I  do  not  bear  of  any  intention  to  seiul  any  to 
our  country.  I  have  no  orders  to  request  troop«,  but  largeonesfor  suii- 
plies,  and  1  dare  not  take  any  farther  Bte|)»  than  1  have  done  in  sucU  a 
proposition  without  orders.  Accept,  in  behalf  of  tbe  Congress,  my 
thankful  acknowlodgments  for  your  zeal  to  serve  America.  Occasions 
may  oll'er,  which  at  present  do  not  appear,  wherein  your  bravery  and 
conduct  may  be  highly  useful  to  ber. 

May  every  felicity  attend  you,  is  the  wish  of,  dear  sir,  your  humble 
aud  most  obedient  servant, 

li.  F. 


Franklin  to  Brldgen.t 

Tassy,  October  li,  1770. 
Dear  Sill:  1  received  your  favor  of  the  ITtli  past,  and  Ibe  two  sjiin- 
ples  of  cop|>er  are  since  come  to  Land.  The  inctiil  seems  to  be  veiy 
good  and  tbe  price  leiisouable,  but  I  have  not  yet  i-cceived  tbe  orders 
necessary  to  justify  my  making  the  purchase  proposed.  Tltore  has, 
indeed,  L)een  an  intention  to  strike  copper  coin,  that  may  not  only  bo 
useful  as  small  chiuige,  but  serve  other  purposes.  Instead  of  repeut- 
iug  continually  upon  every  halfpenny  the  dull  story  that  everybody 
knows,  and  what  it  wonid  have  been  no  loss  to  mankind  if  nobody  bad 
ever  known,  that  Ceorge  the  Thinl  is  King  of  tireat  Uritaiu,  France, 
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atiil  Irohiiiil,  vie,  to  ixit  on  ouo  aide  suiiic  iiuporUiut  |>i-ov(>rb  of  Sol 
moll,  80III0  pious  moral,  Bonio  iiriideiiLiiil  or  cuoiioiiiical  preofpt,  tl 
IVcqiiciit  iiiouluntiuu  ol'wliicli,  by  swing  it  ovory  time  one  receives 
jiicoe  of  money,  mi^rlit  make  aa  impiossioii  iipou  the  mind,  esiiccini 
of  young  [>cr(ioiis,  imd  tend  to  regulitte  tboir  conduct ;  sue  li  iis  on  boiu 
The/ear  of  the  Lind  h  the  bcghtiting  of  icUdom  ;  oil  otliefS,  Honettg 
the  best  piilwff;  oil  otiicrs,  ZTe  that  bg  the  plow  icould  Ihrirc,  himself  mi 
either  lend  or  drire;  nil  ullier«i.  Keep  thy  shnp  and  thy  shop  triH  keep  the 
on  otber»,  A  jteiiny  siircd  is  a  penny  got;  onoi\\fi\»,lIetftat  buys  what 
has  no  need  of  will  soon  be  forced  to  sell  his  nccrssarici;  on  otlitTS,  Ear 
to  bed  and  early  to  rinc  irill  make  a  wan  healthy,  wealthy,  and  icise;  ai 
BO  on,  to  n  git'iil  Viiricty. 

The  other  aide  it  w:i.i  proposed  to  ftll  with  good  dcoigns,  drawn  ai 
engnived  by  t lie  best  artiste  in  France,  of  all  tUo  different  8i>ocio8 
barbarity  with  wliioli  tlid  EngliRli  have  carried  on  tlio  irar  in  Ameiic 
expressing  every  (ilximiiiable  circiimHtaneo  of  tlioir  cruelty  and  inb 
iiiiuiily  that  li  gurus  vim  exjiress,  to  make  an  impressiou  on  the  minds 
posterity  as  (tlrong  and  dnniblo  aa  that  on  llio  co|>|>ur.  This  rcHolntii 
has  been  a  long  time  Ibrboino,  but  tUo  late  burning  of  defenseless  l«w 
ill  Connecticut  on  the  flimsy  pretense  that  the  people  fired  from  bcliii 
their  houses,  when  it  is  known  to  have  been  premeditated  and  order 
from  Knglatid,  will  probably  give  the  llnisliing  provocation  and  in; 
occasion  a  vast  demand  for  your  nicta).  I  thank  you  for  your  kii 
wishes  rospceting  my  healtli.  1  return  thcin  most  cordially  fuurfu 
into  your  own  bosom. 
Adieu, 
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United  States  of  Aiuericn  until  they  are  excbnngetl,  ezoopt  oul;  suvb 
as  niny  in  tlie  meau  time  die  of  tbeir  nouutlB. 

Tliird.  Captain  Tearsou  fiirtiior  eiigngos,  in  behalf  of  the  Britiah  Gov- 
emment,  tliiit',  sliould  any  of  tlie  Britisli  subJectR  now  prisoners  of  war 
in  tbo  bands  of  Captaiit  Joties  desert  or  ulwcuiui,  eitber  from  the  fort 
on  the  Texel  or  ntlierwiso,  in  tsoiiacciuoiico  of  tlio  Urst  article,  au  equal 
nninber  of  Anierloan  prisoners  shall  bereleaaed  aud  seut  from  England 
to  France  by  the  next  cartel. 

Fonrth.  And  Uaptain  Jones  engages,  on  the  part  of  the  United  State8, 
that  if  any  of  tbo  prtsonors  who  shall  be  laiidcil  slioiild  die  trbile  on 
shore  in  liis  cnstoily  tu  the  fort,  no  exchange  of  them  shall  be  cinimed. 

Done  on  board  the  Amerioan  frigate  the  Pallas,  at  anchor  in  the 
Tezel,  this  3d  day  of  October,  1779. 

It.  Peabbon. 
John  L'aul  Jones. 


[For  prinr  procuc<liiigs,  see  •ujfra,Soi>tGiiil>cr  'iS,  ITTy.] 

October  4,  1779. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Retalved,  That  a  conniiillceof  three  boappointeil  to  prepare  a  farther 
instruction  to  the  minister  pleui|iotentiary  ap[>oiutetl  to  negotiate  with 
the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  obtaining  an  article  for  allowing  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  Stntcs  the  littorty  of  taking  salt  from  Sal  Tor- 
tugas. 
Tbo  nicmliers,  Mr.  Lanren.s,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Sherman. — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mivrcliant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Reaoleed,  That  the  said  committee  bo  directed  to  prepare  an  instruc- 
tiuii  relative  to  the  privilege  of  cutting  logwood. 

The  commissions  iis  agrevd  (see  printed  Journal,  t77!>,  pages  336,338, 
and  343),  beiirg  eiigro».<(od,  with  blanks  left  for  inserting  tbo  names  and 
titles  of  the  ministcr-s  anil  tbo  dates  of  tbo  commissions, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pnca,  that  the 
blanks  for  the  name  and  titles  of  the  minister  in  the  commission  for 
negotiating  a  treaty  of  nmity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance  with  Spain 
be  tilled  up  with  tbo  words: 

"The  honorable  John  Jay,  esq.,  late  President  of  Congress  and  cbief- 
junlice  of  the  State  of  New  York ; "  and  that  the  like  blanks  in  the  other 
tiro  commissions,  uaniely,  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  pcivco  and  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  bo  filled  up  with  "tho 
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Aiii«ricii  iit  tlic  uoiiit  of  Versiiillea,  late  dulugate  iu  Uoiigress  from  tl 
State  or  AlasKiicliusetts  Bny,  and  cliief-jtisUce  of  tbe  said  State." 

Od  debating  tbe  motion  for  fllliiig  up  tbe  blank  in  the  Qrat-oientiont 
commission  a  luotimi  was  maile  by  Mr.  Mnrcbant,  seoooded  by  N 
Partridge,  to  strike  out  tbe  words  "  late  Presideut  of  Ooiigress  and  chi 
justice  of  tlio  State  ufMuw  York,"  and  outhe  question  Sball  those  won 
stand  T  the  ye:is  »nd  nnys  being  required  by  Mr.  Marcbaut, 

»■■" I-"- i  XliETnS.' ■.;::::-.:::-.Sr  i»- 

(  Mr.flerTj Af«.  ) 

MnasncliiiNntlH <  Mr.  llollnii Ayo.  >A;e. 

/  Ht.  PHtTidge No.    y 

Itlimlo  NUiul iMr.C«mj.8 Aje.  ("■ 

(  Mr.  Slieniian  Aye.} 

Coiiiiectiriit <  Mr.  Uuiitini'ton  Aye  >Av«. 

^Mr.Roof Aye.  S 

-■"""■'y S!l;:lSi^:;::;;:;::::{j::!'ii'- 

t'KtitiHylvnaia Mr.  Atloe Ajre.    Aya. 

Dclnwnre Mr.VwiDylto Ho.      Mo. 

I  Mr.  I'nca Aye.  ) 

Maryliiiid ^Mr.forlwa Aye.  jAye. 

(MrJouifer Ayo.  ) 

JMr.GTifBn Aye.  1 
Mr.  Morcor Aye.  ^Aye. 
Mr.  FiUliiiBli Aye.  S 

u    ,,  r,      ,.  t  Mr.IlaniBt...... Aye.  {  .   . 

Norll.  C»rol,«a {  Mr.  Hewei Aye. ■(*?"■ 

South  C.-trQliua Mr.  MatliewB No.      No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  tbe  nfSrmutive. 
On  tbe  iiucstion 

Itesolved,  That  tbe  Tirst  blank  in  tlio  eouiniission  for  negotiating  wi 
the  court  of  !Jiiain  be  lilled  ii|)  with  the  words  "  tbe  honorable  Jol 
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StatCH  uf  Amcricn  Ht  the  court  of  VvraailleB,  luto  delognto  in  UoiigrcSH 
IVoin  the  State  of  Mussaulitieetts  Bay,  and  chiefjtistloe  of  tbe  said 
State." 

Hetolved,  That  tlio  uommissiouii  be  dated  tbe  tweuly-uiutb  day  of 
Se|>tcmber,  1779. 

The  couiiiiitt«e,  consistiug  of  Mr.  Matliena,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Root', 
ai)]>ointed  to  report  [iropcr  salaries  for  the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
aud  tbeir  secretaries,  i-cspectirely  (mo  page  :j39),  brougUt  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  itito  coiisidoration. 

And  n  inolinn  being  made  to  strike  ouf'SiOOO,"  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  snlary  of  tbe  minister  plenij[x>tentiary. 

On  t)io  qiiontiou  Shall  "3,000"  stand  ftbeyeas  aud  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Marcbaut, 

Nuw  llnm|iBhlro Hr.  Lnng^on No.      No. 

"•»■'■-•"•  "-r \«ils.r:::::::::::&°\°- 

lilioile  Islaud Mr.  MnrcUiMit 

(  Mr.  Rlioniian 

CoDiioclieiit I  Mr.  Hiiiitliigt«u No. 

t  Mr.  Hoot Ayo.  ; 

New  York Mr.  LuwJa Ajre.    Aye. 

NcvJoraev  }  Mr.  Fell Ayo.  { 

Nc«  Jorwy j  Mr.  1I...WI1.U No.    ("■ 

,,  ,  t  Hr.  AniiBtrons No.    In 

V^nmyUn»,o. J  Mr.  Atloo  ...!*. Ajo.}"- 

tMimare Mr.  V nil  Dyke Ayo.     Ays. 

(  Mr.  Piicn Aye.  ) 

Haryluiid i  Mr.  ruHioi    Aye.  >Aye. 

/  Mr.  Jniiifur  Aye.  ^ 

(  Mr.Grinii. Aye.  ) 

Viri{iiiia f  Mr.  Mitruur Aye.  >Aye. 

(Mr.  Filsliiigh Ayo.  S 

Nortli  L'iir..liiin Mr.  narnet Aye.    Aye. 

(.„,.,,.  I-.. •,.ii..„  *  Mr.  I,mirnii8 No.    (,, 

SoiilliLiiioliim jMr.MnthuwB Aye.  ("■ 

So  tlie  States  were  <-<)iially  divided  and  that  sum  was  Htrnck  ont. 
A  motion  woh  nimlu  by  Mr.  Qerry,  sitcoinled  by  Mr.  Uiiflin,  Ihat  tlie 
blank  bu  llllud  witb  "  1!,50<>,"  and  on  tlie  qiieHtiou  to  agree  to  thi»,  the 
yeas  and  nayn  lioing  mjiiired  by  Air.  Maicliaiit, 

New  lliiiii[iKliiii; Mr.  Liiiit;<Iuii No.      No. 

1  Mr.  Gerry Ayo.  ) 

.MiumiicliiisetlJi Itiiy ;  Mr.  llolUm No.    >Ni>. 

/  Mr,  Fnitriilgu No     > 

Rliodo  Idliiuil Mr,  Miiiuliant No.      No. 

SMr.  Ktiorniaii No.    t 
Mr.  iriiiiliuiiluii Ayo.  SAyo 
Mr.Itiwt Aye.  S 

''•"■'™=- !!l;:Si;»;;;::::;;;::£:i''j- 

■■•■■"•"™"» iS;;i;i:f":T;;;;;:;::A;J»- 

Delawnri' Mr.  Van  Dyka A,vo.     Aye. 


{  Mr.  Merc 
(  Mr.  l'il/.l 


[.rtli  Unr 
Sniilli  (;nr 


>Aye. 


Mr.  IlaniHl Avo.     A)o. 

J  Mr.  LanronB Ho.    )„ 

)  Mr.  Mnlliowa Aye.  J"' 

It  nas  rvKolvdl  in  tlie  nfllniiittivo. 

fiDljoii  wns  (lic'i)  iiia<I«l>y  Air.  M»n;liiiiit,socotKle4ll).T'Mr.  Lnii|!iloii, 
V  unt  "  1,01111,"  tliesnm  i-c|H)rtC(l  as  tlio  Balary  Tor  tbe  secretaries, 

nil   Llic  i|iieHtiuii  Sliall  "t,UIH)"  utniiilttbo  yeas  niul  uayB  beiug 

K'll  liy  Mr.  Laii(r(l<)i), 


Mew  llm 


Now  V..rli  ... 
Hovi  Jrrsoy. . 


Mr.  Langdon No.      Ho. 

Mr.  (lorry Aye.  1 

Mr.  I^ivnll Aye.  I  .__ 

Mr,  llolton Aye.  f*?* 

Mr.  rMtriilKO Ho.   J 

.  .Mr.  Hitrulmut No.      No. 

C  Mr.  Sheniinii No.    ) 

i  Mr.  Iltiutiiigton No.    ^No. 

(  Mr.  Root No.    S 

..Mr.  Lawii Ayr.    Aye. 

iMr.  Hotwton No.    ("* 

(  Mr.  ArtiiHtrong Ajo.  f  „ 

JMr.  Atleo No.    J*" 

..Mr.  Vdu  Dyke Aye.    Aye. 


,  Ayo.  J 

.J  Mr.  Forlws Aye. 

(  Mr  Juuifcr Ayo.  \ 

!Mr.  OrillSn Aye. 
Mr.  Ui-rccr Ayo.  j 
Mr.  FiUliugli Aye.  ; 

\  Mr.  Itariict Aye. 

' '  {  Mr.  8linr|iu Aye. 
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States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Oougress 
from  the  State  of  Miissachusetts  Bay,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said 
State.'^ 

liesolvedj  That  the  commissions  be  dated  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
September,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Root, 
appointed  to  report  proper  salaries  for  the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
and  their  secretaries,  respectively  (see  page  i539),  brought  in  a  rei>ort, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration. 

And  a  motion  being  made  to  strike  ouf  3,000,"  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  salary  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary. 

On  the  question  Shall  '< 3,000"  standi  theyeas  and  nays  beingrequired 
by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Now  llaiupshiro Mr.  Langclon No.      No. 

MMsachuBotteBa, j  J}  J.  ^.Si  ■;;;:;;.■;.■.•.:■.  s^"  !"• 

Khoile  Island Mr.  Marcbant No.    No. 

J  Mr.  Sliuriuan No.    ) 
Mr.  Muiitiiigtou No.    >No. 
Mr.  Koot Ayo.  ) 

Now  York Mr.  Lowia Ayo.    Aye. 

N— '«-y !tlJ:l^Jisiou:::::;:::::r!»- 

«'— 'i— i» !Kr.lro'""«::;::::::R.!«- 

Dclawaro Mr.  Van  Dyke Aye.    Aye. 

5  Mr.  Paca Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Forbes   Aye.  >  Aye. 
Mr.  Junirur  Aye.  > 

C  Mr.  Griniii Ayo.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Mercer Aye.  ?Aye. 

(  Mr.  Kilxbiigb Aye.  ) 

Nortb  Carolina Mr.  Ilarnot Aye.    Aye. 

o     ,,  ti  ..  i:  ^  Mr.  JiHuroiiH No.    ?.. 

SonUiCarolma }  Mr.  Matbowe Aye.  T' 

So  the  Stat4?s  were  equally  divided  and  that  sum  was  struck  out. 

A  motion  was  nuule  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gritlin,  that  the 
blank  be  filled  with  *^  2,500,"  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  re<|uired  by  iMr.  Marchant, 

New  IlanipMbirc Mr.  Langdon No.      No. 

^  Mr.  Gerry 
'  Mr.  lloltoi. ... 
(  Mr.  Partridge 

Kbode  iHbuid Mr.  Marcbaut No.      No. 


> J Aye.  ) 

MiuiaacbuMcttM  Hay \  Mr.  llolton No.    >No. 

No     > 


Mr.  Sbonnan No.    ) 

Connecticut I  Mr.  llsnitiugton Ayo.  5^ Aye. 

(  Mr.  Koot Aye.  ) 

New  IiMflev  \  Mr.  Fell Aye.  ?  . 

wex^  .Juae}   J  Mr.llouston Aye.  S^ 

D  I        .  (  Mr.  Armstrong No.    \,^ 

Poniisylvanm  |  Mr.  Atlco Aye.  T" 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke Ayo.     Aye. 

(  Mr.  Paca Ayt;.  ) 

Maryland -   Mr.  Forbes Aye.  ^ Aye. 

/  Mr.  Jenifer Aye,  S 
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£  Mr.  Orilllu ..Aye.  i 

VirgiiiiA <  Mr.  Hercsr Aye.  >ATe. 

^Mr.  Fltilingl. Aye.  S 

Nnrtli  C'nrntiiiit Ur.  lUrnet A;e.    Ayo. 

SonUi  Cir-l.tm j  Mr.  Mathowa Aje.  T" 

3(>  it  was  ro!<olvi<<]  in  llio  nfllriitntive. 

A  uiotioii  w)ki  llu'iiiiiadcby  Mr.  Marcliiiiit,  soconilol  by  Mr.  Lntigdo 
til  Rtriku  out  "l,iHi(i,"t1iOKuni  reported  as  tlio  unlary  for  the  secretnrif 
mill  rill  tliu  i|ii('Ktiuii  Siiiill  "1,000"  titnmlltbe  yeas  mid  tinys  lieii 
I'cqiiireil  by  Mr.  Lniifriloii, 

New  ttikiii]>Hliiru Mr.  Latiplon Ro,      No. 

iMr,  Oorry Ayo.l 
S;:!E";::::;:::;:::fe  *'- 
Mr.  rnrtriaRO Ho.   J 

Rliwlo  IhIiiuiI Hr.  Horulmiit No.      No. 

(  Mr.  BliBniinii Hi>.    ) 

Uuiiiiucliciit <  Mr.  IliiiiliiigUin No.    >Nd. 

(  Mr.Root No.    ) 

New  Vcuk Mr.  Lewis Ayr.     Aye. 

„        ,    .  ,.  J  Mr.  Fell Aye.  (,, 

NowJ-THoy j  Mr.  lloHston No.    T" 


<  Mr.  AniixlTong  .   , Ayu.  i 
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Franklin  to  Jay,  President  of  Congress.* 

Passy,  October  4, 1779. 

Sm :  I  rcceiveil  the  letter  your  excolloiicy  did  ine  the  houor  to  write 
to  ino  of  tbe  —  of  June  last,  enclosing  acts  of  Congress  respecting  bills 
of  exchange  for  two  millions  four  hundred  thousand  livres  tournois, 
drawn  on  nie  in  fuvor  of  M.  de  Beauuiarchais.  The  bills  have  not 
yet  api>eared,  but  I  shall  accept  them  when  they  do,  relying  on  the 
care  of  Congress  to  enable  me  to  pay  them.  As  to  the  accounts 
of  that  gentleman,  neither  the  commissioners,  when  we  were  all 
together,  nor  myself  since,  have  ever  been  able  to  obtain  a  sight  of 
them,  though  repeatedly  promised,  and  I  begin  to  give  over  all 
expectation  of  them.  Indeed,  if  I  had  them  1  should  not  be  able 
to  do  much  with  them  or  to  controvert  anything  I  might  doubt  in 
them,  being  unacquainted  with  the  transactions  and  agreements  on 
which  they  must  be  founded  and  having  small  skill  in  accounts. 
Mr.  lioss  and  Mr.  Williams  pressing  me  to  examine  and  settle  theirs, 
I  have  been  obliged  to  request  indifferent  persons,  expert  in  such 
business,  to  do  it  for  me,  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress;  and 
I  could  wish  that  my  time  and  attention  were  not  taken  up  by  any 
concerns  in  mercantile  affairs,  and  thereby  diverted  from  others  more 
important. 

The  letters  of  Congress  to  the  king  were  very  graciously  received.  I 
have  earnestly  pressed  the  supplies  desired,  and  the  ministers  (who  are 
extremely  well  disposed  towards  us)  are  now  actually  studying  the 
means  of  furnishing  tlicm.  The  assistance  of  Spain  is  hoped  for.  We 
expect  to  hear  from  thence  in  a  few  days.  The  quantity  is  great,  and 
will  cost  a  vast  sum.  I  have  this  day  accepted  three  of  your  drafts,  part 
of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty  thoussuid  livres,  drawn  for  on  the  9th 
of  June;  but  when  I  ask  for  money  to  pay  theui,  I  must  mention  that, 
as  they  were  drawn  to  purchase  military  stores,  an  abatement  equal 
to  the  value  may  be  made  of  the  quantity  demanded  from  hence; 
for  1  am  really  ashamed  to  be  always  worrying  the  ministers  for  more 
money.  And  as  to  the  private  loans  expected,  I  wrote  in  a  former 
letter  that  our  public  credit  was  not  yet  sufBciently  established,  and 
that  the  loan  in  liolland  had  not  exceeded  eighty  thousand  iloriiis, 
to  which  there  has  since  been  no  addition.  A  Mr.  Neufville  came 
from  thence  to  me  last  spring,  proposing  to  procure  great  sums,  if 
he  might  be  employed  for  that  purpose,  an<l  the  business  taken 
away  from  the  house  that  had  commenceil  it.  liis  terms  at  flrst 
were  very  extravagant,  such  as  that  all  the  estates,  real  and  per- 
sonal, in  the  thirteen  provinces  should  be  mortgaged  to  him ;  that  a 
fifth  part  of  the  capitiU  sum  borrowed  should  every  year  lor  five  years 
be  laid  out  in  commodities  and  sent  to  Holland  consigned  to  him,  to 
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remain  in  bis  huuds  till  tlio  term  (ten  years)  stipulated  for  final  pay- 
ment was  completed  sis  a  security  for  the  punctuality  of  it,  when  be  was 
to  draw  tbo  usual  commission ;  that  all  vessels  of  merchandise  coming 
from  America  to  Europe  should  be  consigned  to  him  or  bis  correspond- 
ents, etc.  As  I  rejected  these  with  some  indignation,  be  came  down 
to  tbo  more  reasonable  one  of  doing  the  business  as  it  was  done  by  tbe 
other  bouse,  who,  ho  said,  could  do  no  more,  being  destitute  of  tbe 
interest  which  he  possessed. 

I  did  not  care  abrui»(  ly  to  change  a  house  that  had  in  other  respecU 
I>oen  very  fri(*ndly  and  Hcrvlceabh*  U}  un,  and  IJMMc.by  throw  a  shir 
upon  their  credit,  without  a  certainty  of  mending  our  affairs  by  it;  and 
therefore  told  Mr.  Neufville  that  if  be  could  procure  and  show  me  a  list 
of  subscribers  amounting  to  the  sum  be  mentioned,  or  near  it,  I  would 
comply  with  bis  proposition.  This  be  rciulily  and  confidently  under- 
took to  do.  But  after  three  months,  during  which  ho  acquainted  mo 
from  time  to  time  that  the  favorable  moment  was  not  yet  come,  I  re- 
ceived, instead  of  tbe  subscri])tiou,  a  new  set  of  propositions,  among  tbo 
terms  of  which  were  an  additional  one  per  cent,  and  a  patent  from  Con- 
gress appointing  him  and  bis  sons  '^  comviissioners  for  trade  and  naviga- 
tion and  trea^surers  of  the  general  Congress  and  of  every  private  State  of  ilie 
thirteen  United  States  of  North  America  through  the  seven  United  Prov- 
inces^^ with  other  extravagancies  which  J  mention,  that  it  may  be  under 
stood  why  I  have  dropped  a  correspondence  on  this  subject  with  a 
man  who  seemed  to  me  a  vain  promisor,  extremely  self-interested,  and 
aiming  chiefly  to  make  an  appearance  without  solidity,  and  who,  I 
understand,  intends  applying  directly  to  Congress,  some  of  his  friends 
censuring  me  as  neglecting  the  public  interest  in  not  coining  into  his 
measures. 

The  truth  is,  I  have  no  expectations  from  Holland  while  interest  re- 
ceived there  from  other  nations  is  so  high  and  our  credit  there  so  low ; 
while  particular  American  States  oiler  higher  interest  than  the  Congress, 
and  even  our  oU'ering  to  raise  our  interest  tends  to  sink  our  credit.  My 
sole  dependence  now  is  uimn  this  c^ourt.  I  think  rciisonable  assistance 
may  be  obtained  hero;  but  1  wish  1  nniy  not  be  obliged  to  fatigue  it  too 
much  with  my  applications  lest  it  should  grow  tired  of  the  connection. 

Mr.  Ross  has  lately  demanded  of  me  near  twenty  thousand  pounds, 
due  to  him,  from  the  committee  of  commerce,  but  I  have  been  obliged 
to  refuse  him,  as  well  as  an  application  made  last  week  by  Mr.  Izard 
for  more  money,  though  he  has  already  had  twenty-live  hundred 
guineas,  and  another  from  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  though  he  has  hail  five 
hundred  guineas  sincMj  the  news  of  his  being  out  of  this  commission, 
rie  writes  ine  that  he  will  return  to  America  forthwith  if  1  do  not 
undertake  to  supply  his  expenses.  As  I  see  no  likelihood  of  his  being 
received  at  Madrid,  1  could  not  but  approv(»  his  resolution. 

We  bad  reason  to  expect  some  great  events  from  the  action  of  the 
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fleets  ibis  summer  in  the  cbaiinel,  but  they  are  all  now  in  portwitbout 
baviug  effected  anytbing.  Tbe  junction  was  late,  and  tbc  lengtb  of 
time  tbe  Brest  fleet  was  at  sea  equal  to  an  East  India  voyage,  partly  on 
tbe  bot  Spanisb  coast,  occasioned  a  sickness  among  tbe  people  tbat 
made  tbeir  return  necessary.  Tbey  bad  cbased  tbe  Englisb  fleet,  wbicb 
refused  tbe  combat.  Tbe  sick  men  are  recovering  fast  since  tbey  were 
landed,  and  tbe  proposed  descent  on  England  does  not  yet  seem  to  be 
quite  given  up,  as  tbe  troops  are  not  withdrawn  from  tbe  ports. 

Holland  lias  not  yet  granted  tbe  succors  i-equired  by  tbe  Englisb,  nor 
even  given  an  answer  to  tbe  requisition  presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Y orke. 
The  aid  is  refused ;  and  as  the  refusal  must  be  disagreeable,  it  will  be 
postponed  from  time  to  time.  Tbe  expectations  of  assistance  from 
liussia  and  Prussia  seem  also  to  have  failed  tbe  English,  and  they  are 
as  much  at  a  loss  to  find  effective  friends  in  Euroi)e  as  tbey  have  been 
in  America. 

Portugal  seems  to  b«ive  a  better  disposition  towards  us  than  hereto- 
fore. AlK>ut  thirty'  of  our  people,  taken  and  set  ashore  on  one  of  her 
islands  by  tbe  English,  were  maintained  comfortably  by  the  governor 
during  their  stay  there,  furnished  with  every  necessary,  and  sent  to 
Lisbon,  where,  on  inquiry  to  whom  payment  was  to  be  made  for  the 
expense  they  bad  occasioned,  they  were  told  that  no  reimbursement 
was  expected }  that  it  was  the  queen's  bounty,  who  bad  a  pleasure  in 
showing  hospitality  to  strangers  in  distress.  I  have  presented  thanks 
by  the  Portuguese  ambassador  here  in  behalf  of  Congress ;  and  1  am 
given  to  understand  that  probabl}'  in  a  little  time  the  ports  of  that  na- 
tion will  be  open  to  us,  as  those  of  Spain.  What  relates  to  Spain,  1 
suppose,  Mr.  Lee  informs  you  of. 

The  sword  ordered  by  Congress  for  the  Manpiis  de  la  Fayette  being 
at  length  iinished,  1  sent  it  down  to  him  at  Ilavre,  where  he  was  with  the 
troops  intended  for  the  invasion.  I  wrote  a  letter  with  it,  and  received 
an  answer,  copies  of  which  I  enclose,  together  with  a  description  of  the 
sword  and  drawings  of  the  work  u^ion  it,  which  wjis  executed  by  the 
best  artists  in  Paris,  and  cost  altogether  two  hundred  guineas.  The 
present  has  given  him  great  pleasure  and  some  of  the  circumstances 
have  been  agreeable  to  the  nation. 

Our  cartel  goes  on,  a  second  cargo  of  American  |)risoner8,  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  in  number,  being  arrived  and  exchjuiged.  Our  pri- 
vateers have  dismissed  a  great  number  at  scji,  taking  their  written  pa- 
roles, to  be  given  up  in  exchange  for  so  many  of  our  people  in  their 
jails.  This  is  not  yet  quite  agreed  to  on  the  other  side,  but  some  ex- 
jpectations  are  given  ni(5  that  it  may  take  place.  Certainly  humanity 
[would  find  its  account  in  the  prtvctice  of  exchanging  on  parole,  as  all 
tbe  horrors  of  imprisonment,  with  the  loss  of  time  and  health,  might  be 
prevented  by  it. 

We  continue  to  insult  the  coasts  of  these  lords  of  the  ocean  with  our 
little  cruisers.    A  small  cutter^  wbicb  was  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  at 


.■[I!  I  nil'l.oMAIK;    COIiltlCSruNDKNCE. 

J>niikii'k,  ciilleil  tlie  Jitack  Princ-e^  liiu  takuii,  lausomet],  burnt,  and  d 
tjtroyud  abuvu  thirty  siul  or tlietr  vesscla  wiLliiii  these  tbreo mouths.  TI 
owiioi's  nrti  iilioiit  to  givo  her  u  cousorl,  ciilled  tho  Black  iVtHvcxs,  h 
wtioiii  tlicy  iihIc  acummiSHJou.  The  prisouers  bruiight  in  serve  to  e 
cliiiiigu  our  coiiiilryiiicii,  which  miikes  uio  uioro  willing  to  eiicoiiriii 
siicli  armiiiiicntH,  tlioii^h  tliey  occuixioii  n  good  doiil  of  ti'uiiblo.  Oa 
tniii,  now  Ootiiniuiluri',  Jones  [>iit  to  sea  thitt  summer  witli  a  little  squa 
roll,  ci>ii»istiiig  of  a  8iiii»  of  forty  giiUH,  Iho  Alliattee,  itiiotlKT  fHgnte 
twonty,  with  somo  ivnuLtl  cutters,  all  iiuilcr  Amoricaii  colors,  wii 
OoagrcsH  cDiiiiiiissioim.  lie  htm  seut  iu  eovenil  prizes,  has  great 
aliiriii<;il  tliu  coiiHt  of  Ireland  aud  SuotlanJ,  aud  we  just  now  bear  th 
going  noitli  about  liu  fell  in  with  n  uuinbcr  of  shifts  from  the  Balti 
convoyed  by  a  fifty-gnn  Hhtpnml  a  twenty -four  gun  frigate,  both  of  whii 
bo  took  after  an  olmtinatc  engagement,  aud  forced  several  of  the  otbe 
oshortt.  Tbia  news  is  believed,  but  we  wait  the  couDrmation  aud  tl 
particulars. 

The  blank  comniisisions  remaining  of  those  sent  to  us  here  are  k 
HJgued  by  Mr.  iiarieock,  which  occusious  some  diflicnity.  If  Uougre 
approves  of  my  coiitluning  to  issue  such  commissions  I  wish  to  bave 
frcsb  su|>|)ly,  with  the  otbcr  necessary  instructions,  rules,  bouds,  ett 
of  which  none  are  now  left. 

M.  Iu  Conito  du  Mollebois,  esteemed  one  of  the  best  geucrals  in  tli 
country  and  who  loves  onr  cause,  has  given  me  a  memorial,  ooutai 
ing  a  project  for  a  corps  hero  for  your  service,  which  I  promised  to  It 
before  Congress,  and  accordingly  enclose  a  copy.  I  know  nothing 
tbo  sentiments  of  (Jougrcss  on  tlie  subject  of  introducing  foreign  troo] 
among  lis,  and  IlK^rcfore  could  givu  no  expectation  that  the  plan  wou 
bo  ailopted.  it  will,  however,  be  a  pleasure  to  hitu  to  know  that  li 
-mdwill  lo  svi  ve  llinii  lias  been  act.'f.nlivblo  to  the 
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These  sort  of  thiugs  give  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Several  of  tbese 
men  have  made  personal  ap[)HcatioD8  to  lue,  and  1  must  bear  all  their 
stories,  though  I  can  not  redress  them.  I  enclose  also  the  claim  of  two 
gunners  upon  a  prize  made  by  the  Boston^  Captain  Tucker.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  Congress  wish  to  see  justice  done  to  the  meanest  stranger 
that  has  served  them.    It  is  justice  that  establishes  a  nation. 

The  Spanish  ambassador  here  delivered  me  several  complaints  against 
our  cruisers.  I  imagine  that  all  the  injuries  complained  of  are  not  justly 
chargeable  to  us,  some  of  the  smaller  English  cruisers  having  pillaged 
Spanish  vessels  under  American  colors,  of  which  we  have  proof  upon 
oath ;  and  also  that  no  such  American  privateers  as  are  said  to  have 
committed  these  robberies  after  coming  out  of  Nantes  have  ever  been 
known  there  or  iu  any  other  part  of  France,  or  even  to  have  existed. 
But,  if  any  of  the  complaints  are  well  founded,  1  have  assured  the  am- 
bassador that  the  guilty  will  be  punished  and  rei)aration  nmde. 

The  Swe<1ish  ambassador  also  comphiins  of  the  taking  of  a  siiip  ot 
his  nation  by  Captain  Landais,  the  master  of  which  lays  his  damages  at 
sixty  tliousand  livres.  J  understand  it  was  his  own  fault  that  he  was 
stopped,  as  he  did  not  show  his  papers.  Perhaps  this,  if  proved,  may 
enable  us  to  avoid  the  damages. 

Since  writing  the  above  1  have  received  the  following  further  partic- 
ulars of  the  actiou  between  Commodore  Jones  and  the  English  men-of- 
war.  The  forty-fourgun  ship  is  new,  having  been  but  six  months  off 
the  stocks.  She  is  called  the  iSerapis,  Tiie  other,  of  twenty  guns,  is  the 
Countess  of  Scarborough.  lie  had  before  tiiken  a  number  of  valuable 
prizes,  particularly  a  rich  ship  bound  to  Quebec,  which  we  suppose  he 
may  have  sent  to  America.  The  English,  from  mistaken  intelligence, 
imagining  he  had  a  body  of  troops  with  him  to  make  descents,  have  had 
all  their  northern  coasts  alarmed,  and  have  been  put  to  ver}'  expensive 
movements  of  troops,  etc. 

The  extravagant  luxury  of  our  country  in  the  midst  of  all  its  distresses 
is  to  me  amazing.  When  the  diiliculties  are  so  great  to  find  remittances 
to  pay  for  the  arms  and  ammunition  necessary  for  our  defense,  I  am 
astonished  ami  vexed  to  iind,  upon  inquiry,  that  much  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Congress  interest  bills  come  to  pay  lor  tea,  and  a  great  i)art  of 
the  remainder  is  ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  gewgaws  and  superlluities. 
Itmakes  me  grudge  the  trouble  of  examining  and  entering  and  accept- 
ing them,  which  indeed  take^  a  great  deal  of  time. 

I  yesterday  learned  from  M.  de  Monthieu  that  everything  necessary 
for  equipping  two  frigates,  of  thirty-six  guns  eadi,  such  as  sail  cloth, 
cordage,  anchors,  etc.,  which  we  sent  to  the  Congress  from  hence  two 
years  since,  remains  stored  in  the  warehouses  of  hiscorresjmndent,  Mr. 
Carrabiiss,  at  Cape  Fran9ois,  having  never  been  called  for.  Probably, 
by  the  miscarriage  of  letters,  the  navy  board  never  heard  of  those  goods 
being  there.  I  shall,  nevertheless,  leave  the  application  I  have  lately 
made  for  materials  for  a  frigate  of  thirty-six  ^uns  to  take  its  course. 


iU;G 
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Itiit  I  koikI  yon  licrewitli  copios  of  two  invoices  of  tlie  cargo  or  tl 
Thcresc,  uiio  ul'  wliicli  is  wbat  was  sent  by  us,  tlie  otLer  b;  M.  tie  Itoa 
iiKiniliais,  ti»  tliu  <>iiil  tliiit  iiK|iiiry  iiiiiy  bo  iii:u!u  after  the  wbole. 

Oi)  tliis  occnsioit  t;ive  ino  leave  to  remark,  that  of  all  tlie  vast  qua 
titles  uf  guilds  wis  ti:ivu  sunt  juu  by  mnuy  differeut  vessels  since  ii 
being  in  Fnniro,  \vu  iiuvor  were  li!i|)[>r  uiioiigb  to  receive  tliu  least  svi 
of  iiuknowloilgniont  tliat  ttioy  liiul  ever  come  to  Iiaiid,  except  from  IH 
I.iingdoii,  ot'ii  (^iii'go  iirrived  at  Portsmouth,  and  I  tliiuk  of  ouo  moi 
Tbis  in  (loublU'ss  onitig  to  the  intcrniptlou  our  corresjtondeuce  has  ni 
willi,  and  not  ultogclli'.'r  to  ui^glvet.  But  as  such  mlviccs  of  rcc4.npt  in; 
be  tnatte  in  sliort  kilters,  it  would  be  well  to  send  more  copies,  T 
following  is  II  iiiatt).-!-  of  less  importam-o:  It  is  two  years,  I  believe,  Bin 
1  sent  the  ini>iuiiiiont  of  Uencrul  Montgomery.  I  hare  lieartl  that  t 
voKsei  iirrived  in  Niirtli  Uarolina,  but  uothiug  more.  1  should  be  gli 
to  know  of  ilK  coming  to  hand,  uiid  whether  it  is  approvoil.  iJore 
was  admired  (or  tho  goodness  and  beauty  of  the  marble  and  the  clega 
simjiltcity  of  Ihu  design.  The  sculptor  has  had  an  engraving  made 
it,  of  which  I  enclose  a  vo)iy.  It  was  contrived  to  be  alilxod  to  the  wi 
within  some  cliurcli,  or  in  the  great  room  where  the  Congress  m< 
Dh'wttons  for  putting  it  up  went  with  it.  All  the  parts  were  v 
packed  in  slrong  canes. 

With  the  grcHlust  respect,  etc., 
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Adams  to  Sartine.* 

BiiAiNTREE,  October  6, 1771). 

SiR:  The  Sensible  iiitonding  to  sail  in  a  few  days,  it  Is  luy  duty  to 
embrace  the  opiK)rtiiiiity  of  acknowledging  my  obligations  to  his  msijesty 
and  to  your  excellency  for  the  favor  of  a  ])assage  in  this  frigat-e,  which 
was  rendered  the  more  honorable  and  agreeable  to  nie  by  the  company 
of  bis  excellency  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  and  M.  Marbois,  two 
characters  that  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  peculiarly  useful 
and  acceptc'ible  in  this  country. 

Your  excellency  will  permit  me  also  to  express  my  obligations  to  Cap- 
tain Chavagnes  and  the  other  ofUcers  of  the  frigate  for  their  civilities, 
as  these  gentlemen  ui>on  all  occasions  discovered  a  particular  attention 
and  solicitude  to  render  all  the  circumstances  of  the  voy<age  as  agreeable 
as  possible  to  me  and  the  other  passengers,  as  well  as  to  protect  the 
merchant  vessels  under  their  convoy. 

I  hope  aud  believe  they  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  anything  here 
among  the  people  of  this  country  but  what  has  a  tendency  to  give 
them  a  favorable  oi)iniou  of  their  allies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Adaais. 


The  CoUege  of  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam  to  the  States-Qeneral.t 

« 

Amsterdam,  October  8,  1779. 

niGn  AND  Mkmitv  Lords:  Captain  lliemersma,  commanding  in 
the  absence  of  \'ice-Adniiral  Keynst,  in  the  road  of  the  Texel,  has 
informed  us  by  message  of  the  entr^'  into  the  said  road  of  five  vessels, 
viz,  two  French  frigates,  one  American  frigate,  and  two  prizes  made 
by  them,  under  command  of  Paul  Jones,  who  has  addressed  himself 
in  person  to  said  Captain  Uienicrsma,  and  has  asked  him  if  he  might 
put  on  shore  the  English  captiiins,  and  ailso  hire  a  house  for  the 
recovery  of  the  wounded ;  the  said  cnptain  demanding  thereon  our 
orders,  and  asking  besides  if  he  should  return  this  visit. 

On  which  we  have  answered  to  Captain  Kiemersma  that  we  could 
not  grant  the  request  made  by  the  comnunider  of  these  vessels  to  put 
on  shore  the  English  captains,  nor  permission  to  hire  a  house  on  shore 
to  put  his  sick  and  w ounded  in ;  that  for  the  rest,  we  suppose  that  the 
instructions  received  from  his  most  serene  highness  would  enable  the 
said  captain  to  comport  himself  suitably. 

Besides,  that  he,  the  captain,  ought  to  look  out  that  for  unloading, 
or  in  advancing  further  into  the  roadstejul  than  is  necessary  for  protec- 
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tioii  from  storms  and  other  accidents,  lie  should  not  contravene  by  his 
vessels  the  ))lacard  of  their  high  mightinesses  of  November  3, 175G. 

We  have  the  honor  to  submit  all  this  to  the  view  of  your  high  mighti- 
nesses, hoping  that  our  conduct  will  be  so  fortunate  a^  to  meet  your 
approbation,  etc. 

PLACARD  OF  1766,  KKFERllEl)  TO  IN  THK  AUOVK  LKTTER. 

Tlio  Statcs-Goiiornl  of  tlio  Uuited  Provinces,  to  all  to  wiiuiu  these  presents  shall 

come,  greeting : 

Be  it  known  that,  having  been  aclviscMl  that  some  vessels  of  war  or  foreign  pri- 
vat.cers,  abusing  the  liberty  that  was  granted  thvni  of  resorting  to  nntl  anchoring 
in  onr  harbors  in  case  of  want  or  accident  and  of  bringing  with  them  the  vessels 
or  effects  t>iikon  bj-  tiicin  from  their  enemies,  have  undertaken  to  sell  or.  dispose 
of  their  said  prizes,  which  is  directly  against  onr  intention,  and  may  give  rise 
to  a  misunderstanding  between  us  and  our  neighbors,  which  we  deKire  to  prevent  as 
much  as  is  in  our  power  by  all  possible  means,  having  considoied  wluit  niu}' best 
conduce  to  this  end,  wo  have  thought  good  to  declare,  ordain,  and  resolve  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hereafter  all  vessels  of  war  and  foreign  privateers,  whatever  they  may  be,  which 
shall  enter  into  the  roadsteatls,  rivers,  and  waters  of  this  state,  shall  hoist  on  their 
arrival  the  flag  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belong,  antl  not  advance  farther  into 
said  rivers  and  waters  than  to  secure  themselves  from  tempests  and  other  perils 
without  iiermissiou  of  the  college  of  admiralty  in  the  district  in  which  they  may  be. 
They  shall  abstain  from  every  act  which  may  ofl'eud  or  aggrieve  any  one,  whether 
stranger  or  subject  of  the  state,  but  conduct,  on  the  contrary,  in  said  waters  in  a 
manner  not  to  harm  or  give  cause  of  complaint  to  any  one,  under  pefialty  not  only 
of  not  receiving  any  assistance,  but  also  of  being  expelled  by  force.  In  csise  that  any 
vessel  of  war  or  privateer  having  letters  of  reprisals  refuse  to  hoist  on  arrival  its 
flag,  or  may  be  in  the  said  waters  and  rivers  without  permission  of  the  college  of 
admiralty  in  the  district  where  they  are,  the  crew  will  bo  regarded  and  treated  as 
jMrates.  All  onicei*8  of  vessels  of  war  or  foreign  privateers  which  shall  outer  into  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers  of  this  state  with  their  vessels  and  prizes,  or  with  their  prizes 
only,  shall  be  bound  to  abstain  from  announcing  or  publishing  in  any  manner  said 
))rizes,  from  discharging  them  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  solliug  or  disposing  of  them; 
but  they  shall  keep  or  rctaiu  them  entire,  and  put  to  sea  with  them,  returning  in  the 
Sivme  state  as  when  they  arrived,  under  pain  of  being  dcpriveil  of  said  prizes,  which 
shall  bo  seized  by  the  ofncei-s  of  this  state  and  Uept  by  the  college  of  admiralty  of 
the  district  till  the  counselors  of  said  college,  liaviug  taken  cognizance  of  the  fact, 
shall  jtulgo  proper  to  dispose  of  them  agreeably  to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

And  to  the  cud  that  these  orders  may  bo  bettor  executed,  all  ofliccrs  and  masters 
of  privateers  which  shall  anchor  in  the  harbors  of  this  state  shall  be  holden  to  givo 
notice  at  the  flrst  place  where  they  shall  come  of  the  cause  of  their  arrival  to  tho 
officers  charged  by  the  state  with  the  in8pe<;tion  of  the  entry  <»f  vessels  to  present 
to  said  ofliccrs  their  commissions,  and  especially  to  declare  what  prizvs  they  have 
made,  on  what  nation  they  have  made  them,  and  in  gener.il  in  what  their  cargoes 
consist.  Moreover,  the  said  vessels  of  war  or  i)rivatcer8  shall  permit  tho  said  oflicers 
to  put  persons  on  board  said  prizes  to  guard  them  and  prevent  anything  from  being 
sold  or  discharged  conlrary  to  the  present  decree,  and  in  this  manner  they  shall  put 
to  sea  with  their  prizes  and  depart  from  the  harbors  of  this  state. 

And  to  give  more  effect  to  our  intentions,  and  tho  better  to  prevent  all  difl'ercnce  on 
this  subject,  wo  advise  by  these  presents  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  state,  and  others 
who  resiile  here,  that  lh«\v  will  have  lo  conform  to  their  provisions,  and  will  be  care- 
ful of  taking  upon  themselves  to  purchase,  accept,  or  take  for  their  own  accounts 
part  or  the  whole  of  any  i»rize  brought  into  the  harbors  of  this  state  under  any  pre- 
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text  wliatoyer,  and  also  of  aiding  or  facilitating  with  ihoir  peraonp,  vonsels,  or  boats 
the  sale,  discharge,  or  removal  of  said  prizes,  under  penalty  not  only  that  all  the 
effects  they  shall  have  acquired  against  the  present  decree  (without  receiving  any  com- 
pensntion  for  what  they  have  disbui-sed  or  their  arrears  of  wages),  shall  be  seized 
by  the  college  of  admiralty  of  the  district  and  confiscated  to  the  profit  of  whom  it 
may  eoncorn,  but  also  that  the  party  shall  be  condemned  to  the  payment  of  one 
thousand  florins,  one-third  of  which  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  state,  one-third  to  the 
infonuer,  whose  name  shall  remain  secret,  and  the  remaining  third  for  the  officer 
who  shall  have  received  the  complaint. 

And  in  onler  that  no  person  may  pretend  ignorance,  we  desire  and  request  the 
lords  the  conmiit  toe  of  roads  and  the  deputies  of  the  states  of  tlio  respective  provinces 
immediately  t-o  announce,  publish,  andimstup  the  present  placard  wherever  need 
shall  be  and  as  it  is  custo  mary  to  practise.  We  Join,  moreover,  and  command  the 
ooanselorsof  the  admiralty,  the  advocate  of  the  treasury,  the  admirnls,  vice-admi- 
rals, captains,  ofliccrs,  nml  commandants  as  also  the  commissaries  and  commissioners 
of  search  in  the  harbors  nud  otli«!r  places,  to  execute  and  cause  to  be  executed  the 
present  order;  to  proceed  and  cause  proceedings  to  be  hud  against  oflbnders,  without 
any  Gonnivaure,  favor,  disHiniulation,  or  agreement;  for  wu  have  thus  Judged  neces- 
sary for  the  s<'rvice  (»f  tlio  state. 

Done  and  concluded  at  the  {issembly  of  their  high  iitightiucsses  the  States-General 
at  The  Hague  the  third  of  November,  one  tliuiisand  seven  hundred  and  flfty-six. 


Congresc — Proceedings  as  to  the  Election  and  Cotntnissioning  of  the  Peace 

Plenipotentiaries  and  other  Ministers.* 

[For  i>rio»'  proceedings,  see  awprn,  OctolM?r  4,  1779.] 

October  9, 1779. 

Tho  coiiiinittco  appointed  to  ])rcparo  a  coiiiinission  for  the  secretaries 
brought  ill  a  driift,  >Yliicli  was  agreed  to,  Jis  follows ; 

Tlus  United  states  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  to ,  greeting  : 

We,  repoRJiig  especial  trust  and  couGdeiice  in  your  ])atriotisin,  ability, 
conduct,  and  fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you, 
during  our  pleasure,  secretary  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  appointed 

to .    You  are  tliereloro  carefidly  and  diligently  to  discharge  tlie 

duty  of  secretary  by  doing  and  pcriorniing  all  things  thereunto  belong- 
ing; and  in  case  of  the  death  of  our  said  minister,  you  are  to  signify  it 
to  U8  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  aiul  on  such  event  we  authorize  and 
direct  you  to  take  into  your  charge  all  our  ])ublic  affairs  which  were  in 
tho  iL^nds  of  our  saitl  minister  at  the  time  of  his  death  or  which  may  be 
addressed  to  him  before  notice  thereof,  and  proceed  therein  according  to 
the  instructions  to  our  said  minister  given  until  our  further  orders. 

Witness ,  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 

America,  at ,  the day  of ,  17 — ,  and  in  the year 

of  our  ludependence. 

The  said  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  of  credence  to  the 
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M!urutai'.v  ol' ;i  iiiiiiiHtpr  iileiiipotoiitiiiry  residiuR  at  n  foreigu  cotii 
Kh'wh  wjisiijjrcwl  to,  iw  folluws: 

[Insert  tliK  iiililnwB  of  the  king,  ]iriiicc,  or  imteiitate.] 

Taking  into  cniHiderivtion  tlio  Tnrioiia  ovciits  wbich  may  deprive 
or  tlio  surrtc^L-s  of  our  iniiiiHtiM'  i>loiiiiiottiiitiiii'j'  at  your  eoiirt^  and  bcii 
ilcNJioiis  Unit  :vt  :i1l  tioieu  y»u  slicxiWl  be  tiiSHiireil  of  our  coitstaiit  goo 

will  and  iill'etrtiuii,  \v(i  luivo  iioniinaled secrcbiiy  to  onr  tniuiat 

ill  casiiuf  tli<!clt:utli  or  tlio  ucccssary  abBCiicoof  our  eitid  iiiiiiisl 

toreuicli;  sit  your  roiirl,  iiiid  lo  transact  u  11  si luli  niattorsniiil  things  rcl 
tiitg  to  lis  us  may  IVoni  tiino  to  time  bo  iieuessiiry.  We  beseech  you 
give  oiitiie  credit  to  everything  wliich  bo  shall  deliver  on  our  imrt,  e8| 
daily  when  bo  shall  aHsnroyou  of  tlic  [lonnaueiicy  of  our  frieudsliip.  Ai 
we  pray  (lod  that  he  will  keep  your in  liis  holy  proteetiuu. 

IJorio  at ,  the day  of ,  in  tboyearof  ourljord 

and  ill  the year  of  our  Independence. 

Otdcral,  That  thu  eaid  coniuiitteo  prepare  the  form  of  aletterof  ci 
doiico  to  Mr.  Jay  to  ntpresent  these  iStnte^  at  tbecourt  of  Siwiu  iu  ca 
n  treaty  shall  be  signed  with  that  court.* 


Ftom  tbe  College  of  Admlraltf  of  Amsterdam  to  tbe  SUtea-OaiMial.l 

Amsterdam,  October  12, 1770. 
liiciii  AND  MiGiiTV  LOBDS:  To  satisfy  tbe  orders  of  their  hi] 
niigbtiuesscs  and  tbeir  resolution  of  the  8tb  of  this  mouth,  where 
it  ban  pleased  tbcin  to  demand  our  oi>inioii  and  our  cousideratii 
of  the  aniiuxed  meiiional  of  Sir  Joseiili  Yorke,  nnibaasador  exti 
ordinary  from  bis  majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  near  tlie  repu 
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como,  which  enter  into  ilie  harbors  or  roadste^uls  of  the  republic  ought 
to  be  treated,  and  as  having  been  given  with  the  view  that  the  said 
foreign  sliips  shouhl  put  to  sea  with  their  prizes  without  discharging 
them  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  without  selling  them  or  disposing  of  them 
in  any  manner;  that  for  these  reasons  it  hiis  appeared  to  us  that  the 
seizure  of  the  said  ships  and  oflicers  and  sailors  would  be  a  contraven- 
tion of  the  said  placard ;  that,  besides,  humanity  requires  that  the  said 
ships  may  stay  to  elfect  any  repairs  of  which  they  have  need  and  to 
procure  to  the  sick  and  wounded  all  the  alleviations  necessary,  for  the 
administering  of  which  it  is  expedient  that  they  be  brought  on  shore. 

On  which  we  have  judged  it  proper  to  make  representation  to  their 
high  mightinesses  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  charge  Captain 
Biemersmn,  commandant  at  the  roadstead  of  the  Texel,  and  to  give 
him  order  to  permit  the  debarkation  of  the  sick  and  wounded  from  said 
ships,  to  enable  them  to  receive  the  most  prompt  assisUiuce;  which  we 
should  have  already  granted  ourselves  upon  the  requests  which  have 
been  addressed  to  us  on  behalf  of  said  sick  and  wounded  if  we  could 
have  thought  we  had  a  right  to  do  it  without  the  authorization  of  their 
high  mightinesses;  submitting  in  this  respect  all  final  determinations 
to  their  high  wisdom  and  to  their  better  opinion. 

Deliberating  on  this,  the  deputies  of  the  province  of  Holland  and 
of  West  Frieslaud  have  taken  a  copy  of  the  above  letter,  to  be  more 
amply  communicated;  and,  nevertheless,  it  has  been  found  good  and 
determined  that  a  copy  of  said  letter  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
M.  ^e  Linden  de  Hennne  and  other  deputies  for  marine  affairs  to  see, 
examine,  and  take  into  consideration  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  respective  colleges  of  admiralty  and  to  make  report  thereon  to 
the  assembly. 

PBRMI8SI0N    TO    LAND    TliK  8ICK  ANI>  WOUNDKH    OF  TilK    RNGLI8H  VESSELS    TAKEN 

1)Y    PAUL  JONKS. 

I  Kxtmct  from  tho  records  of  their  high  mightinensefi.] 

OCTOBEK  15,  1779. 

M.  de  Heekeron  do  nrantzenbur^,  prosidont  of  the  assembly,  has  iiiipartod  to  their 
high  mightinessos  that  ho  was  inforiuod  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  of  the  deplorable  con- 
dUion  of  the  sick  and  wotmdod  who  are  on  board  tho  English  vessels  Scrapis  and 
Countr99  of  Scarboroitghf  taken  by  Paul  Jones  and  brought  into  the  Texel,  and  who, 
as  humanity  requires,  not  only  has  not  refused  thorn  accommodaiion,  but  even  has 
procured  them  all  tho  assistance  and  all  the  supplies  possible,  and  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  their  high  mightinesses  if  it  would  not  pleaso  them,  without  delay, 
to  authorize  the  college  of  admiralty  of  Amsterdam  to  have  put  on  shore  the  said 
sick  and  wouniled,  to  bo  there  tended  and  nursed. 

On  which,  having  deliboratod,  it  has  boon  thought  good  and  decreed  that,  without 
prejudice  to  ulterior  deliberations  of  their  high  niightini^scs  on  tho  memorial  which 
has  been  sent  to  them  on  this  subject  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  the  8th  of  this  mouth, 
everything  continuing  in  this  respect  in  the  same  state,  it  be  written  to  the  college  of  ad- 
miralty of  Amsterdam  to  authorize  it,  and  it  is  authorized  by  the  present  resolution 
to  permit  not  only  that  the  sick  and  wounded  who  are  in  said  vessels  be  landed  or 
put  on  board  a  hospital  ship  as  soon  as  one  can  be  prepared  for  this  purpose,  bat 


'M'-i  ni['i,()MAri(;  (■nitiiEsroNDKNCE. 

hnsiilc-M  (ti:ii  llicn  lio  liiniixln'il  liy  I1i«  Hliipn  iif  vnr  of  llio  ri'[>liMic  iiuvr  in  Hio  TU{ 
nU.-ih1  witli  Hid  niciliciiion  nml  iifoviilung  iiuooMtnr]',  mid  llial  llie  •urgeoua  of  m 
nlil]iii  of  nivr  may  hcnUivi  tlioir  citro  In  IIki  trontiniiiit  i>r  IboM  aiok  nitd  wuiiuded  « 
elinll  bo  doliiirkoil.  II  Uciii;;  n'ull  iimlontutHl  llinl  by  lliiH  urniiijrL'iiioiit  iiolbhig  ili 
l>D  nccouiiUid  til  Ih)  chiiiiKuil  ri'lalivo  to  tbocoiiililiuii  ofHniil  sick  nod  woimduil;  tt 
thnir  bi|;li  iiiiKl>l''ic'<"i'i*  "i'l  ""t  b"  resiioii.iiblo  for  ttioso  wbo  iiiny  be  nblo  t(>  tii 
oilviiiitngo  nfibo  o|>|>«rtiiiiil,v  for  «hcii]h<,  nml  Unit  iiinlor  nny  pTotoxt,  OiIIilt  to  f;nt 
tbe  priaoiKTH  i>r  lu  iiiiiiiilniii  dincipliiio,  tbi^re  may  not  bo  nliowoil  to  (;o  on  a1i< 
aniicd  moil  iiioro  tlinn  iUffn  or  fonr,  nml  nnued  only  nilb  liiuir  ewordE ;  tbnt,  Bnal 
iiotbiii)*  mny  lio  iloim  in  niiirl  i1e|HirtniDiit  aiiiI  dii]H<uJoucli!a  bub  witli  tbe  knonlod 
mill  iinibir  Ibo  niilbiirily  of  Ibii  uMuor  oomiitamliiif;  llie  vchsoIh  of  the  reimblio  nbi 
nrn  lu  tbo  riMilHlt-ail  and  of  tlioBo  In  wliorn  Jiitisiliuliun  sbnll  bo  Ibo  |iinuo  wiiuro  I 
eick  mid  woomb-il  iiiiiy  bo  ilubiirked. 

INSTIICOTHINS   IIK    MOLI^Nt)    ANII   WB8T   VRIKSt.AND   TO  TIIKIR   UKrUTlKS. 

Their  noble  anil  i;rjiiiil  iniisbtinotacs  the  lonlB  ntaten  of  Ilollmid  ttnd  of  Woat  Tri 
land,  in  tiicir  nwumibly  of  Tbiirtilny,  tbo  SIhI  of  Outolwr,  17(0,  bnviu);  resolvcil 
(innlifr  tbuir  di'|>iitiun  in  tbo  ({""or^l'V  ^  (»infvriu  in  tlio  nasoiiibly  of  their  bi 
niigblinuBHM  to  Ibo  fulNnvinj;  iidviiH)— 

Tlioy  iiruof  tbooiiinioti  lli.it  Ibuy  elioubl  atiewor  tbe  moiuorinl  of  Bir  Jonopb  Yorl 
nTnb.tHDiidur  cxtriiontiiinry  mid  |ilonlpol«)illiir,v  of  bis  Itrltniiiiic  ninjoety,  j^irMeiil 
tlio  8tli  of  tbis  iiiontti,  tliiit  tboir  high  migbtiiieiiaus  bo  Informed  tlintn  abort  ti 
einco  tberornlnriHl  inln  lliu  Tvxol  tlimo  frigntca,  vik,  two  Frcncb  mid  one  Btyli 
itaolf  American,  cuniinnndril  by  I'unI  Joiioh,  baviiig  wilb  tbein  tiro  ]>r>)i«a  mkdo 
tlicin  at  son,  iiunii-il  Sriniiii  niid  CoHUIni  of  Searboiviigh,  doaigunted  lu  bis  liieiiioii 

Tlint  tbeir  bi|;b  migbliiio.'wo.i,  bnTing  for  tiioi«  than  a  cotilury  conatantly  obsurt 
atid  mnnifcstrtl  by  Rnccoantvo  pbicanla  tbnt  tlioy  would  iiot  in  niiv  mnnoor  givo  a 
JndgmGiil  for  or  n(;aiii»l  llie  lognlity  or  illognlity  of  tbe  acts  of  Ibosu  who,  notealli 
iiuiler  tbvBo  provinccn,  miiko  priiici)  nt  xeii  nii<I  bring  tlioiu  liito  tlio  ronilstoada  of  t 
country,  not  oponinK  tlioir  iioila  lo  tbein  on  any  other  leruis  limn  for  Ibera  to  j>nt 
ill  cone  orioini'GSt  or  other  UiHunlcni,  Rnlobli|;iii(;  thom  to  return  with  tbeO!  to  soa 
they  broii|;lit  tbem  in,  tlin.v  wonld  not  niutrrtnke  to  cxmiiine  wbcthcr  Uio  i<rL 
broii|;ht  in  by  eniil  tlirro  fri^^ntea  belong  to  iho  Ficnuli  or  to  tbo  Americans,  whutl 
they  arc  Ingal  or  illeu:il,  but  must  abmidmi  all  Ibis  to  the  deciaion  of  tboso  who 
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Congress— Proceedings  as  to  the  Election  and  Commissioning  of  the  Peace 

Plenipotentiaries  and  other  Ministers.* 

[For  prior  proceodiugR,  sec  anpraf  October  9,  1770,] 

October  13, 1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IjovoII,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jrorris, 

Resolved^  Tliat  Mr.  Artbur  Leo  be  informed  of  l^Ir.  Jay's  appointment, 
and  that  agreeably  to  bis  request  be  is  at  liberty  to  return  to  America. 

Mr.  Jay  bavins:  desired  to  be  informed  (1)  In  wbat  manner  be  is  to 
bo  supplied  witb  money  for  bis  expenses  on  bis  arrival  in  Europe;  (2) 
Wbetber  be  will  bo  allowed  any  money  for  secret  services  ;  (3)  Wbetber 
be  is  to  <idvanco  money  to  distressed  Americans  wbo  may  apply  to 
bim. 

Ordered^  Tliat  tbe  same  bo  referred  to  a  committee  of  tbree. 

Tbe  members:  Mr.  L.iurens,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Langdon. 

A  letter  of  lOtb  July,  1779,  from  J.  O.  J)erricks,  at  Amsterdam,  and 
sundry  letters  between  Governor  Trumbull  and  tbe  said  Mr.  Derricks 
being  laid  before  Congress  were  referred  to  tbe  said  committee. 

Ordered^  Tbat  Mr.  Witberspoon  and  Mr.  liovell,  members  of  tbe  com- 
mittee for  foreign  aft'airs,  be  added  to  tlie  foregoing  committee. 

Ordei'cdf  Tbat  tbe  said  committee  prepare  tbe  instruction  to  tbe  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  appointed  to  negotiate  with  tbe  court  of  Spain  to 
endeiivor  to  obtain  for  tbe  United  States  tbe  liberty  of  taking  salt  from 
Sal  Tortugas  and  cutting  logwood  and  mahogany  in  tlie  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras, and  that  the  former  committee  (see  page  314)  be  discharged  of 
tbat  business. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Witberspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Tbat  the  minister  of  these  States  to  his  Catholic  majesty  be  privately 
instrucled  to  recede  from  the  claim  of  a  free  navigation  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  mentioned  in  his  instructions  (seopages31l~.'342)  below  (he 
thirty  first  degree  of  north  latitude,  on  condition  of  the  grant  of  a  free 
port  tlierein,  also  mentioned,  if  the  obtaining  sueh  navigation  shall  be 
found  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  pro])OSed  treaties  of  amity  and  com- 
merce between  these  States  and  his  Catholic  majesty ;  provided  always, 
tbat  the  power  herein  contained  be  conOned  to  the  said  minister,  and 
not  in  case  of  bis  death  or  absence  to  be  exercised  by  au}^  other  person. 

A  division  was  calle<l  for,  and  on  the  ciuestion  to  agree  to  the  first 
clau.se  SIS  fur  as  to  the  i)roviso,  the  y(»aM  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Mercer, 

New  Hanipl,8iro \  l\'-  f^^^"»;»y Ay^.  ?^ 

^  i  Mr.  Laiij;(loii Ayo.  ^    ^ 

».„        ,        .,    ,,  <  Mr.  liovrll No.    In 

^  Mr.   Iloltoii Aye.  J 

jtliodu  Islniid Mr.  Murcliunt No.      No. 

{  Mr.  Sli4^rin:iii No.     ) 

Counccticiit <  Mr.  lliiiitiiigtoii No.     >No. 

I  Mr.  Koot No.    ) 


*  MSS.  sucrot  Joiinials  of  CongrosM,  comparing  printed  journals. 


HI'I-UMATIC    COKItKSPONUKNCE. 


-■'"-y KlrTrrr":: 


..Aje. 


iMr.  AntistroDK No. 
Mr.  AUiw AjB,  ' 
Mr.  Muhleolwrg Mo. 

(  Mr.  Plater Aye.  , 

Mnrylnii'l , <  Mr.  Furl>e(i Ayo, 

^  Mr.  Jnnifer Ayo. 

i  Mr.  GtilHu No.    , 

Virginia i  Mr.  Morew No.    ' 

j  Mr.  L'itabnKh No.    ' 

(Mr.  Harnot No. 

North  Carolina ?  Mr,  tfowea.... Ayo. 

(  Mr.  Shiirpa No. 

..No. 


)  Mr.  Lnii 

)  Mr.  Mallitiwi , 


Soiltli  CnrolitiiL 
p;issutl  ill  Hjeiii>gjitive. 

OdToiiKil  l-(,  1779. 
-al,  Tlint  the  llrst  bliiiik  in  tlic  coiniiiisRioii  to  Mig  secretnry 
niiiifttor  iileiilpotcntiiiry  for  iii>gotUitiiig  wiOi  S|iiii]i  lio  fllleil  ii)> 
tliu  tiononvblo  Willinin  (3iirriiiGliaul,esi|.,n  delegate  in  Coiigresn 
0  State  of  Mni-y]  1111(1,"  luul  tlio  Bouotiil  binrilc  (roo  pngo  3C<)}  nitli 
iate  n  ti-enty  uf  ninity  Htid  commorco  niiil  of  alliance  witli  liis 
c  in.ijt'Hty,"  tlie  blank  after  "  witness"  witli  "his  excellency 
niiiitington,  esq.,"  ami  tlio  otiior  blanks  eiiceessively  with 
delpliia,"  "  twontyniiitli,"  "  September,"  "  1779,"  "  fourtli," 

tie  lirat  bl:ink  in  tlio  coiuinisaioii  to  tlio  scuictary  to  tlie  minister 
tontiary  fur  nogittiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  etc.,  be  fllle<l  up  witli 
onoriiblo Francis  Dunn,  e8(i.,adelcgnto in  (Jongress  from  tlie  State 
iacliii)4etts  Bay  and  a  member  of  tlie  c;oun<nl  of  tlie  said  State,"  liie 

lilank  wil.Ii  "  negotiate  a  lieiity  of  j»eaco  and  of  commerce  witli 
Jrilain,"  anil  the  otiier  blanks  aa  above. 
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Sir:  You  aro  to  uso  your  utiiio.st  cndoavors  for  obtaining  pcnnission 
for  tiio  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  these  States  to  have  and  take  on 
board  their  vessels  salt  at  the  Island  of  Sal  Tortngas;  and  also  to  cut, 
load,  and  bring  away  logwood  and  mahogany  in  and  from  the  Bay  of 
Honduras  and  its  rivers,  ami  to  buikl  on  tlie  shon^s  storehouses  and 
magazines  for  the  wood-cutters  and  tlieir  families  in  tlie  extent  ceded 
to  his  Britannic  majesty  by  the  seventeeutli  artich)  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  concluded  at  Paris  the  lOtli  day  of  February,  17G3,  or  in  as 
great  extent  as  can  be  obtained. 

liesolvedj  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
these  States  at  the  court  of  France,  desiring  him  to  take  the  most 
ell'ectunl  means  for  supplying  the  ministers  appointed  to  treat  with  his 
Catholic  nuijesty  and  with  his  Britannic  majesty  and  their  secretaries, 
with  two  thousand  louis  d'ors,  to  be  distributed  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  salaries,  and  giving  the  strongest  assurances  to  the  said  min- 
ister that  Congress  will  immediately  lake  measures  for  replacing  the  said 
sum,  as  well  as  for  establishing  a  fund  in  Europe  for  the  future  sup- 
port of  all  the  embassies  from  these  States. 

E&tolvedj  That  should  the  minister  appointed  to  treat  with  his  Catho- 
lic majesty  advance  or  procure  advances  of  money  to  be  made  upon 
necessary  occasions  for  the  relief  of  distressed  Americans,  lie  shall  be 
reimbursed  and  indemnitied  for  such  advances. 


J.  Paul  Jones  to  Morris.* 

Amsterdam,  October  13,  1779. 

As  the  history  of  my  proceedings  since  1  left  the  Ranger  has  not 
afforded  much  of  the  agreeable,  I  have  in  that  time  written  ver}' seldom 
to  my  much  honored  and  esteemed  Mr.  Morris,  i  last  winter,  however, 
had  the  honor  to  write  you  some  letters,  whereof  1  forwarde<l  various 
copies  enclosing  papers  respecting  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Simpson 
while  under  ui}' command,  and  as  they  were  addressed  to  3'ou  as  presi- 
dent of  various  committees  of  Congress,  1  rest  perfectly  satislied  that 
they  have  not  been  disregarded,  1  am  now  in  the  chamber  of  our 
mutual  friend  Mr.  Ross,  who  informs  me  that  a  vessel  sails  this  day 
for  Boston.  1  am  exceedingly  sorry  that,  being  at  a  distance  from  my 
papers,  I  can  not  enclose  a  copy  of  the  aijcounts  which  I  have  lately 
given  of  my  proceedings  to  his  excellency  Dr.  Fr.inklin.  1  will  for- 
ward copies  Jis  soon  as  political  reasons  will  admit  of  my  returning  to 
Texel,  where  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  with 
the  remains  of  my  little  scpiadron  on  the.  .'M  instant,  and  brought  on 
with  me  two  of  the  enemies'  ships  of  war,  the  Scnipis^  of  iorty-lbur  guns, 
and  the  Countess  of  f^carboroifghy  of  twenty  guns. 


•  N.  y.  Hist.  Soc,  1778,  44'i. 


.M'i  Dll'i.OMATIC    COKItKSI'nNl>KNcr:. 

1  siiilcil  ln>rii  L'Oriorit  uii  iiiy  liilu  o\l>UiliUuil  uii  tlio  13Ltl  of  Augu 
with  tlio  Hon  Uomme  liichard,  an  olil  ISiiat  Iiidiuinniif  of  forty  guns;  t1 
Alliance,  of  tliirtymx  gnus;  tlio  PaUax,  tin  nniictl  ship,  tliiity  guns;  t1 
Ctr/,  a  cutter  of  eig^litooii  giitin ;  ntid  titu  \'cnnMnce,  an  annetl  brig 
twelve  guijs ;  joiiiiid  by  tlio  Moruieur  niiil  OranilviUef  two  French  piiv 
locrR.  MoiiKidir  <)u  Oliiimiiont,  wlin  liml  soinotltliig  to  sny  to  tny  lid 
uniiaiiiciit,  tiiiiilo  siiuli  wrong  armiigonioiits,  tlint  botli  tlio  privatce 
and  tliu  cutler  soon  ,sc]iarfttcd  from  nie.  I  cotnblialicd  my  cruise  f 
soiiio  titiio  on  tlio  Hiiii  tit  west  of  Jtulitiid,  iiiiil  ])roi)(>BO<1  to  liavo  n;inaiu< 
tliero  for  Home  time  longer  liiul  not  tlio  ntm on » trances  of  O&ptAiii  La 
diiis  detennineil  jik;  otliorwiso,  and  tlieroby  lost  me  tlio  opportunity  of  i 
lerccpl  ing  eiglit  of  tlie  oncinicti'  East  India  hIuiis,  wlitcli  entered  tlio  pc 
of  ]jiiiierick  Ui  mo  days  after  I  loft  tiie  Itlaskcta.  I  passed  by  tbo  nor 
of  Scotland,  took  some  prices,  and  was  witbin  tbo  smallest  trillo 
laying  Lchb  under  a  licnvy  contribution,  tbougli  I  lind  tbcii  with  f 
only  tlin  }'on  Ifiimnm  liicliard,  tbo  Pallax,  and  the  Vengeance. 

Wo  ubirmed  tlinircoiusts  prodigiously  fnnnOaiw Clear  round  toUol 
and  Iind  I  not  bcun  con<;criu'fl  wilh  sous  of  interest  I  could  have  do; 
niiidi.  On  t1i<i  'SM  Septcnilwr,  olT  Kbuubui-o' lioiul,  tbo  Baltic  lie 
appealed.  Tliu  action  lictwecn  tbo  Bon  Homme  JHchard  and  tbo  Seraf 
was  diTadfiil.  An  lionr  from  the  coninieiicemont  1  found  that  I  bud 
deal  \riUi  a  far  Kitpeiior  fuixso,  and  tbo  Serapis  liuing  a  much  more  mn 
agt^able  ship  Mian  the  Ihn  Jlomme  liickayil,  I  wa^  under  the  neccssi 
of  closing  with  lier.  1  found  nioans  to  got  tbo  oncmy's  Itowspritov 
the  ]ion  Jliimmc  JilrhnnVa  cpiarter,  and  immediately  miulo  him  fust 
Uiti  niizzoninaHt.  Tliu  ships  then  swung  alongsido  of  ouo  anotber,  tl 
eneiny's  8tcrn  nppasilo  to  our  bowH  and  tlio  yards  being  locked, 
that  situation  tliu  action  continued  two  hours  and  a  half,  both  slii 
boing  on  firo  for  the  {;ieatost  part  of  the  time,  and  tbo  Hon  Jloini 
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fvnleiit  wishes  iiiipiil  mo  to  seek  aflcr  the  lueaiis  that  I  uiny  justify  my- 
self in  all  respects— -/or  /  can  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tlie  highest  esteem  and  respect,  dear  sir, 
your  very  obliged  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Jones. 

N.  B. — The  first  copy  of  tliis  letter  was  forwarded  alone. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affair b.* 

Paris,  October  13, 1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  certain  intelligence  tiiat  Admiral  iioducy  is  to 
sail  immediately  from  England,  with  live  sail  of  the  line,  to  taiie  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  in  the  West  Indies.  I  am  well  informed  that  the 
plan  he  [n'oposed  was  by  dividing  his  fleet  into  tiiree  divisions,  with 
some  landed  forces  on  board  of  each,  to  block  up  and  harass  continusilly 
the  whole  of  onr  coast.  It  is  probable  they  have  adopte<l  his  plan  with 
him.  His  abilities  and  activity  are  great.  Count  d'lCstaing  is  expected 
here  in  the  winter  with  twelve  ships,  which  will  leave  the  enemy  a 
decided  and  dangerous  Huppriorify.  Our  hope  is  that  by  some  mortal 
blow  on  New  York  before  his  departure  he  will  in  a  great  measure 
flrostrate  their  intentions. 

The  combined  fleet  is  ordered  into  the  British  channel  ami  the  troops 
to  prepare  for  the  invasion  of  Englaiul.  Upon  the  issue  of  this  will 
dei)end  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

I  have  not  yet  reeeived  any  instructions  from  (JongrCvSs  relative  to 
Spain,  nor  any  answer  from  that  court  relative  to  my  receplion  there. 
The  public  funds  which  were  in  my  hands  bein;(  nearl^^  exhausted,  and 
Dr.  Franklin  having;  positively  <leclined  sui»|)lying  my  expenses  at  that 
court,  r  must  beg  Congress  to  take  some  immediate  order  in  this  busi- 
ness, so  that  it  may  not  renuiin  in  the  power  of  any  individual  to  coun- 
teract their  intentions,  and  drive  gentlcnuMi  away  from  Europe  who  are 
so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  in  his  good  graces. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Artuuu  Lee. 

Lovell,  for  Committee  of  Foreign  AffniiB,  to  Aitliur  Lee.t 

riiiLADioLrmA,  October  13,  1779. 
Sir  :  This  is  oHlcially  to  eonvey  to  you  the  knowledgeof  tjje  appoint- 
ment of  a  minist  r  ])lenipotentiary  in  lieu  of  a  eomniissioner  at  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  also  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  this  day  upon  the  reatling 
of  your  letter  of  the  3 1st  of  May.j: 


•MSS.  Dop.  of  Stjito;  1  Si»nrkH'  Dip.  Htw.  (;<»rr.,  570. 

f  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stftto;  1  8i.:irkB'  Dii).  Uv.v.  Corr.,  571. 

t  In  Congress,  Oct.  VAj  1771). — A  lottrr  of  the  'Mai  of  M:iy  last  from  A.  Leo  was 
rea<1 ;  w  hero  upon 

**  lietolvetl.  That  Mr.  A.  IjOo  bo  inroniiod  of  Mr.  Jay's  appoiniiiiont,  and  that,  agreO" 
ably  to  Ilia  request,  ho  is  at  Uberty  to  return  to  America.'^ 


■X'^  [»iri.OMATIC    CCdtCKSI-ONlJENCE. 

Mr.  Jny  will  prolmlily  bn  ill  n  aliort  thiio  in  I<iiiro|>o  to  cxucuto  Ii 
coin  mission. 

I  am,  Rir,  your  niont  tiiimlito  servant, 

Jamrs  Lotbli^ 
For  the  Committee  /or  Foreign  Affairs. 


Frankllu  to  Johii  Pniil  Joubb.' 

I'ASST,  October  ID,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  tho  account  of  yonr  cniiso  niid  engngeinei 
will)  Hid  Soapix,  wliicb  you  did  tiio  (lie  lioiior  to  send  me  from  tbe  Tex( 
1  have  since  roecivud  your  favor  of  tlio  8t1i  from  Amsterdam.  Fi 
flomo  days  after  tlie  arrival  of  your  express  acareeanytliinfr  wastalbt 
of  at  I'uris  and  Vci-saillos  but  your  coid  eonduct  and  itorseverii 
bravery  diirJng  tliat  terrible  conilict.  You  may  liclicve  that  tiie  ii 
preusioii  on  my  mind  wns  itut  less  strong  thiiu  on  tliat  of  others,  bat 
lio  not  eli(X>3e  tu  siiy  in  a  lotlor  to  yourself  all  1  tliiuk  on  sacli  au  occ 
sion. 

The  ministry  nro  niiicli  dissatisfied  witli  Captain  Landais,  and  M.  ( 
Sai'tino  has  signilicd  to  mo  in  writing  tliut  it  is  expected  that  I  sLou 
send  for  liini  to  I'aris  nnd  oall  him  to  avcount  for  his  cuudnct,  partic 
l;irly  for  (lefening  so  long  bis  coming  to  your  assistance,  by  whii 
means,  it  is  fiiii>pnscd,  the  States  lost  some  of  their  valuable  citizen 
and  tbo  I'-ing  lost  nmiiy  of  his  subjects,  volunteei's  in  your  shiji,  togeth< 
Willi  the  ship  itself. 

1  have  accordincly  written  to  liiin  this  day,  anquaintiiig  him  that  I 
is  charged  with  disobedience  of  onlers  in  the  cruise  and  neglect  of  k 
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your  prisoners.  I  wish  tlioy  were  safe  iu  France.  You  will  then  have 
completed  the  glorious  work  of  giving  liberty  to  all  the  Americans  that 
have  so  long  languished  for  it  iu  the  British  prisons,  for  there  are  not 
so  many  there  as  you  have  now  taken.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  two  prizes  sent  to  Norway  are  safely  arrived  at  Bergen. 
With  the  higliest  csteoin,  1  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.— I  am  sorry  for  your  misunderstanding  with  M.  de  Chaumont, 
who  has  a  great  regard  for  you. 


Franklin  to  Landais.* 

Passy,  October  15,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  me  the  4th 
instant,  with  an  abstrtictof  your  journal.  I  thank  you  for  your  care  in 
sending  it  so  early,  aiul  1  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your 
cruise.  But  I  am  sorry  to  find  tiiere  are  charges  against  you  for  diso- 
bedience of  orders,  and  also  that  the  ministry  here  tliink  the  great  loss 
among  the  kinj;'s  subjects,  viz,  the  Frencli  vobmteers  on  board  the 
Bon  Jlomme  Richard^  was  owing  to  your  not  coming  up  sooner  to  her 
assistance,  as  it  is  supposed  you  might  Iiave  done.  M.  do  Sartine  has 
in  consequence  written  to  me  that  it  is  ex])ected  I  should  cause  an  im- 
mediate inquiry  to  be  made  into  your  conduct.  A  court  martial  is  the 
regular  way,  if  you  choose  it;  but  as  that  may  occasion  along  discussion, 
and  be  in  many  respects  at  this  time  inconvenient  to  the  service,  I  have 
(with  the  advice,  too,  of  your  friend  M.  de  Chaumont)  thought  it  betler 
to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  justifying  yourself  both  to  the  ministry 
and  to  me,  coming  directly  to  Paris,  whicli  I  do  hereby  accordingly  de- 
sire (or,  to  use  a  stronger  cxi)ression,  as  you  may  thiidc  such  necessary 
to  justify  your  leaving  your  sliip,  1  do  re<piire)  tliat  you  render  yourself 
here  as  soon  as  possible.  1  need  not  advise  you  to  bring  with  you  such 
papers  aiul  testimonials  as  you  may  think  proper  for  your  justification, 
and  will  onl}'  add  that  you  may  be  sure  of  finding  in  me  every  disposi- 
tion to  do  that  justice  to  your  character  which  it  shall  appear  to  merit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


FraiikUn  to  John  NeufviHe  &  Son.t 

Passy,  October  15,  1779. 
Gentlemen:  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  writing  t^ 
me  the  7th  instant,  acquainting  me  wirh  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Jones 
at  Amsterdam,  for  whicli  1  am  obliged  to  you,  as  well  as  for  the  friendly 

•  MSS.  l)cp.  of  State;  (I  Higolow's  Franklin,  401. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 


'■>>'*■*  l)ll'i,ilMATlC   COIil!i;S['()NDKNCl':. 

iri»!|)ti<)ii  iiixl  a».si.slaiico  you  litivo  uiruitk'il  lliiit  bnivo  ofllcer.  I  sii 
))oso  ni.  Do  Oliiiiitiu>tit,  wlio  is  your  corrcHpoiuloiit  sud  bad  the  care 
(;(|iii|)l>ing  tli!)t  K<|iiiuli-oii,  writes  to  ynii  on  tlio  subjuct  of  tbo  supplies 
tuny  wiiiit.  I  lioimit  will  not,  tliroiigli  tbeiiiiliieiivoof  tlioEHgliyh,  me 
nitli  uny  uiirri<;iiilly  ti-«iiliiient  from  your  govcniniuiit.  Amcriot  \v 
n^iiicinlmr,  ami  niiu  day  bi!  in  a  conditiitti  to  return  witb  griititutle,  tl 
kiiuliicNS  nbu  rci'^.tivos  f'rnin  otiior  nations  in  licr  inriint  state. 

Yonrfriuiiil  Mr.  I)inn;t.4  being  Imroiit  the  tiineiiicorrc8[>oni]ence  vi 
yon,  1  KoninmniraK'il  to  liim  my  sentiments  on  your  proimaitton  co 
ceruin;;  tlie  loan,  wliii;)i  inndu  it  less  necessary  forme  to  vrrit^' toyon, 
1  sliiinid  otherwise  liave  done,  tliat  tbo  terms  were  eucli  as  I  eonid  n 
uf^roe  [o,  iis  tlii'y  eveeeiled  my  orders  iiinl  utiiorwiso  iiii|ini(;ti«»ible,  ni 
tliat  I  liail  loji[r  ;;rven  over  all  ex|w<:talJon  of  a  loan  fmni  Holland  wlii 
otiier  [imvers  <^:\vt:  so  nindt  liiglutr  interest. 
I  liiive,  ete. 


rrankllii  to  Coinmiaslouers  of  tlie  Hav^,  Bostoii. 

I'ASSY,  October  17,  1779. 

•<iUNTLBMi:N :  I  reoeived  (lio  letters  yon  did  mo  tlie  bonor  of  wiilii 
to  mo  tiio  aotli  olJnly  and  IStii  of  An^nst  last  by  tlic  Mercury,  pack 
boat  and  by  a  [''renebetittvr.  Tlie  other  diHj>atcliesOniitainSaui84ni  v/ 
intrusted  witli  eanie  all  salu  lo  band,  nnd  I  slionld  bnve  disiMitclii 
bim  sooner  if  I  had  not  found  it  neeessary  to  debdit  him  in  enter 
send  by  liiiu  lo  Congress  some  adviet-s  of  iiniiortanec  wbivb  could  n 
bo  s<H>iier  obt.:ii]ii-<l. 

Tlie  crniso  of  oni'  littlo  Anienean  siinmlroii  under  Commodore  Jont 
inteiiile<l  iiarl.ly  to  inteteept  tbo  Daltic  tiade,  has  bad  some  sucect 
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pie  being  all  taken  ont  of  her,  she  sank  the  second  day  after  the  engage- 
ment. The  rest  of  the  squadron  are  reiitting  in  the  Tcxel,  from  which 
neutral  place  they  will  be  obliged  soon  to  depart  with  their  prizes  and 
prisoners  near — four  hundred.  1  wish  they  may  arrive  safe  in  France, 
for  I  suppose  the  English  will  endeavor  to  intercejit  them.  Jones' 
bravery  and  conduct  in  the  action  have  gained  him  great  honor. 

I  «}ondole  with  you  on  the  loss  of  your  armament  against  Penobscot; 
but  I  suppose  the  sugar  ships  since  taken  and  brought  into  your  port 
have  more  than  compensated  the  ex[»ense,  though  not  the  disappoint- 
ment, of  the  well-intended  expedition.  The  Cougt'e.s8  write  for  naval 
stores.  I  have  acquainted  them  that  1  have  lately  been  informed  that 
stores  for  fitting  out  two  thirty-six  gun  frigates,  which  we  brought  here 
and  sent  out  two  years  ago,  are  still  lying  in  the  warehouses  of  Mr. 
Carrabas,  at  Cape  Francois,  having  been  forgotten  there  or  never  sent 
for.  Perhaps  you  may  obtain  them.  The  Quebec  ship,  if  we  can  get 
her  safe  home,  will  afl'ord  large  supply. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  newspa[>ers.    1  shall  direc^t  .Mr. 
Schweigbauser  to  send  you  an  account  of  the  mlvances  miule  to  the 
oflicers  of  the  AlliauvOj  if  he  has  not  already  done  it. 
With  great  respect,  etc 


J.  Adams  to  LovelL* 

Bbainthbu,  October  17,  1779. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  What  shall  1  say  to  your  favors  of  the  27th  and  28tli 
of  September,  which  came  by  the  hist  post  t  The  unanimity  of  my  elec- 
tion surprises  me,  as  much  as  the  delicacy,  importance,  ami  danger  of 
the  trust  distress  mo.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Dana  to  be  secretary 
pleases  more  than  my  own  to  be  minister,  commissioner,  negotiator,  call 
it  what  you  will.  1  have  communicated  to  him  your  letters  in  confi- 
dence and  all  other  material  intelligence  1  Inul,  and  hope  he  will  not 
decline ;  but  you  know  the  peculiarities  of  his  situation,  and  if  he  should 
refuse,  1  hope  you  will  not  force  your  name  out  of  nomination  again.  1 
did  not  suppose  that  such  chanicters  would  be  willing  to  go  ns  secre- 
taries, becjiuse  1  did  not  know  your  plan;  otherwise  1  should  not  have 
mentioned  Mr.  Jennings  to  Mr.  Gerry  for  one  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Your 
mastery  of  the  language  and  your  indcfatigability  would  make  you 
infinitely  useful  in  any  of  these  departinents. 

1  rejoice  that  you  i»roduced  my  letter  to  the  Count  de  Vergonnes 
and  his  answer  before  the  choice,  because  it  contained  a  testimony  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Leo,  which  was  his  due.  I  am  very  much  affected  at  his 
recall,  beciiuse  I  know  his  merit,  and  therefore  I  am  ghxd  I  was  not 


•  2  Spai  ki'  l>ii».  Rev.  Con .,  GOU ;  U  J.  AiIjuhh'  Works,  VJ\). 
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placed  in  his  stead,  for  suBpicions  would  licavo  arisen  and  reflections 
would  bave  been  cast  upon  uio  as  liaving  favored  bis  removal  in  order 
to  make  room,  whicli  I  certainly  did  not.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to 
you  for  tbose  letters  and  for  that  received  post  before  last,  but  1  ideally 
tremble  for  your  health.  I^et  me  entreat  you,  for  the  sake  of  our  coun- 
try, to  take  care  of  it.  If  I  wa«  to  apply  myself  as  you  do,  1  should 
soon  go  to  study  politics  in  another  sphere.  Yet  I  am  so  selfish  sis  to 
beg  the  continuance  of  your  favors  to  me,  and  1  pledge  m^^self  to  you  I 
will  not  be  in  debt  any  more  than  may  be  nuido  by  tlio  intrinsic  differ- 
ence in  the  value  of  the  letters,  whicli  will  be  unavoidable. 

I  thank  you  for  the  extract  from  Mr.  Izard's  letter.  1  am  not  a  little 
surprised  at  its  contents.  It  was  written.  1  see,  to  his  friend,  and  I  sup- 
pose intended  in  confidence.  I  am  fully  persuivded  he  did  not  intend 
that  the  whole  should  have  been  laid  before  Congress.  I  utterly  deny 
that  I  ever  used  to  him  any  such  language  ns  the  indecent  paragraph 
that  closes  what  he  says  about  me.*  Indeed,  that  is  manifestly  his  own 
inference  and  in  his  own  words  from  what  he  says  he  liiid  heard  me 
say,  and  he  draws  the  same  from  what  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deanehad 
said  upon  the  same  subject.  I  further  deny  that  I  ever  threateiied  him 
with  the  displeasure  of  Congress  for  writing  his  opinion  concerning  these 
articles  to  Congress  or  for  suggesting  them  to  the  commissioners.  But 
to  enter  into  all  the  conversations  that  have  p<nsscd  between  Mr.  Izard 
and  me  respecting  tbose  articles  and  man}'  other  points,  in  order  to 
give  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  those  conversations,  would  fill  a 
small  volume.  Yet  there  never  was  any  angry  or  rude  conversation 
between  him  and  me  that  I  can  recollect.  I  lived  with  him  on  good 
terms,  visited  him  and  heme,  dineil  with  his  family  and  his  family  with 
me,  and  I  ever  told  him,  and  repeated  it  often,  that  I  should  always  be 
obliged  to  him  for  his  advice,  opinions,  and  sentiments  upon  any  Ameri- 
can subject,  and  that  I  should  always  give  it  itd  due  weight,  although 
I  did  not  think  myself  bound  to  follow  it  any  further  than  it  seemed  to 
me  to  be  just.  As  Congress  have  declined  giving  me  the  charges  against 
me  by  their  authority,  and  bave  upon  the  whole  acquitted  me  with  so 
much  splendor,  it  would  look  like  a  littleness  of  soul  in  me  to  make 
myself  anxious,  or  give  them  any  further  trouble  about  it.  And  as  I 
have  in  general  so  good  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Iznrd's  attachnient  to  his 
country  and  of  his  honor,  I  shall  not  think  myself  bound  to  take  any 
further  notice  of  tliis  fruit  of  his  inexperience  in  public  life,  this  peevish 
ebullition  of  the  rashness  of  his  temper.  I  have  written  a  few  other 
observations  to  Mr.  Gerry  on  the  same  subject.  You  and  he  will  com- 
pare these  with  them  for  your  private  satisfjwjlion,  but  bo  sure  that  they 
are  not  exposed  where  they  will  do  harm  to  the  public,  to  Mr.  Izard, 
or  me  unnecessarily. 

If  I  should  go  abroad,  can  not  you  lend  mo  twenty  or  thirty  complete 


*  Sco,  ns  to  Izanrs,  Introduction,  ^^  149,  177. 
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sets  of  the  Jounials  Y    They  are  much  wanted  in  Europe.    A  set  of  them 
IS  a  geutcel  picsciity  aud  perhaps  would  do  me  and  the  public  more 
service  than  you  sire  aware  of.     If  Congress  or  some  committee  would 
order  it,  1  shouhl  be  very  ghul. 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Adams  to  Luzerue.* 

BiiAiNTUKE,  October  17,  1779. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  from  Philadelphia  of  the  20th 
of  September,  and  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  ^our  kind  congrat- 
ulations on  the  lienor  which  has  been  done  me  in  my  election  to  an 
important  negotiation  in  Europe.  The  sentiments  your  excellency  is 
pleased  to  express  of  my  character  and  of  the  good  opinion  of  my  own 
countrymen  in  general  are  exceedingly  flattering  to  me. 

There  is  no  character  in  which  1  could  act  with  so  much  pleasure  as 
in  that  of  a  i)eacemak(!r.  But  alas,  sir,  when  I  reflect  upon  the  impor- 
tance, the  delicacy,  intricacy,  and  danger  of  the  service,  I  feel  a  great 
deal  of  diffidence  in  m^'self.  Yet  when  T  consider  the  remarkable  una- 
nimity with  which  I  was  chosen,  after  Congress  had  been  so  long  dis- 
tressed with  the  api)earance  of  their  foreign  affairs  and  so  divided  in 
sentiment  about  most  other  characters,  I  am  penetrated  with  a  sense  of 
the  honor  done  to  me,  more  than  1  can  express. 

Your  excellency  may  be  assured  that,  wherever  I  go,  I  shall  carry 
with  me  the  highest  opinion  of  the  wisdom,  the  e<]uity,and  policy  of  the 
present  minister  from  France,  and  the  fullest  persnsision  that  his  nego- 
tiations will  be  reciprocally  advanU\geous  to  the  allies,  and  incessantly 
tending  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  interest  and  goodwill  that  at  present 
unite  them. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  of  my  thanks  for  the  favor 
of  a  ])assage  in  the  frigate  the  IScmiblc,  1  have  not  yet  received  from 
Oongress  any  dispatches.  As  soon  as  they  arrive  L  shall  immediately 
wait  on  Captain  Cliavagnes,  and  the  frigate  shall  not  be  unnecessarily 
detained  on  my  account.  I  will  either  embark  immediatel^'^  or  inform 
the  captain  that  I  can  not  have  the  ])leasure  to  go  with  him. 

I  must  also  reciuest  of  your  excellency  to  present  my  respectful  com- 
pliments and  thanks  to  M.Gerard  for  so  obligingly  joining  his  instances 
with  yours  to  the  captain  of  the  frigate  for  my  passage  in  her. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  siucerest  attachment,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


•  7  J.  AdaiiiB^  WorkH,  117. 
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FrniilcHii  to  James  Iiovell.' 

Passy,  October  17,  1770. 

Sir  :  Tlio  Torogoitig  is  n  copy  of  my  liist.  I  linvo  uow  before  me  yo 
Rcv«!nil  favorn  tliorein  iitciitioiml,  viz,  uf  June  13,  July  0  and  IC,  ai 
Aii(;iikI  ((.  I  i'i.-cc>iv<-(I  tlio  joiiiuiils  of  (JougreHS  from  Jannury  1 
Jiitio  12,  wliicli  ,v<iii  took  caro  to  twntl  nic,  but  tbe  volnmos  one  ai 
two  ivbic.U  yuii  innilroii,  mo  tiol.  yet  citiiie  to  biiiKl.  1  bear  tbey  a 
at  AliKlrid.  1  Itiiow  nut  liow  they  ctiirie  tlipiv,  nor  well  how  to  get  tli< 
IVotii  tlitiiice.     Perliaim  ynii  can  eiiaivr  soiul  mo  anollier  Bet. 

Ah  I  liciir  of  Itiit  iiri'iviil  of  tlio  Cllieviilivr  d<i  la  hnzerno,  by  whom 
wrote  n  loii^  letter  to  your  comirtitton,  1  iirosuiito  yon  have  received 
niul  tli:it  it  in  not  ticccKKiiry  to  buiiiI  riiuro  copies.  By  this  opportiini 
1  write  largely  to  tliu  Prtwident.  You  iiHk,  "  Will  no  one  iiitder  a  co 
mission  fi-otii  tliu  Unilcil  SUitco,"  etc.  Unclosed  1  send  you  a  copy 
tlie  inNtniotioiis  I  gave  lo  Commodore  Jones  when  it  was  intoude<l 
send  with  bini  Ntiriiu  IriinsporlH  and  ti'oo[iu  lo  make  dosoenU)  in  Ku 
land.  Llail  not  the  Bcliuinu  been  altered  by  a  general  one  of  a  gra: 
tiivasiuii  I  know  lie  nonbl  have  ondoavorud  to  put  some  considernl 
towns  to  a  high  lanNoni  or  have  burnt  tlioni.  lie  sailed  without  1 
troops,  but  he  nevertheless  wonhl  h»ve  alteuipteil  Loith,  and  went  in 
the  Firth  of  KdinlHirgh  witli  that  intention,  but  a  sudden  hard  gale 
wind  foi*ciiiI  him  ont  again.  The  late  provocations,  by  the  burning 
]''airiiiild  and  other  towns,  added  to  the  ]irecc4ling,  have  at  length  < 
nioIi»lipd  all  my  moderation,  uiul  were  rucIi  another  expedition  to 
conecrtod  I  think  ku  mueb  of  that  disposition  would  not  appear  in  t 
instructions.  JSiit  1  see  80  many  inconveniences  in  mixing  the  t' 
nations  together  that  I  can  not  circourage  any  further  proposal  of  t 
kind.     This  lni»  ended  better  than  1  e.\pccte(I,  and  yet  a  mortal  diDi 
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I  8011(1  you  with  tli'iH  a  piece  written  by  a  leiinied  trieiul  of  mine  on 
the  taxation  oi'lVee  Htaten,  which  I  iuiagiue  may  give  you  8ouie  ploa8- 
ure;  also  a  hito  royal  edict  for  abolishing  the  reuiaius  of  slavery 
iu  this  kiugdoiii.  Who  would  have  thought  a  few  years  siuce  that  we 
should  live  to  see  a  king  of  France  giving  freedom  to  slaves,  while  a 
king  of  England  is  endeavoring  to  make  slaves  of  freemen  Y 

There  is  much  talk  all  over  Europe  of  an  approaching  peace  by  the 
mediation  of  llussia  and  Holland.  I  have  no  information  of  it  to  be  de- 
l>ended  on,  and  believe  we  ought  to  lay  our  account  on  another  cam- 
paign, for  which  I  hope  you  will  receive  in  time  the  supplies  demanded. 
Notliing  is  wanting  on  my  part  to  forward  them,  and  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  assure  you  that  I  do  not  iind  the  regard  of  this  court  for  the 
Congress  and  its  servants  in  any  respect  diminished.  We  have  just 
heard  from  Norway  that  two  of  the  most  valuable  prizes  taken  by  the 
AUianc€y  CapUiin  Landais,  in  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Jones,  are 
safe  arrived  at  Bergen,  viz,  the  ship  from  London  to  Quebec,  laden  with 
naval  stores,  and  that  from  Liverpool  to  New  York  and  Jamaicii. 
They  were  letters  of  niar<iue,  of  twenty-two  guns  and  eighty -four  men 
each.  I  wish  we  may  get  them  safe  to  America.  The  sqmulron  itself 
is  got  into  Holland  with  the  two  prize  men-of-war,  where  they  are  all 
refitting.  Great  dannige  has  been  done  to  the  English  coal  trade,  and 
four  hundred  prisoners  have  been  taken,  which  will  more  than  redeem 
the  rest  of  our  people  from  their  captivity  in  England  if  we  can  get 
them  safe  from  Holland  to  France;  but  1  snp[K)se  the  English  will  en- 
deavor to  iiitercei>t  us  and  recover  tlicir  ships,  if  [possible. 

With  great  esteem  for  yourself  and  the  committee,  1  have  the  honor 
to  be,  etc., 

U.   FUANKLIN. 


J.  Adams  to  Huntiiigtou,  President  of  Coiigiess. * 

BuAiNTUioi!;,  October  11),  1771). 

Slr  :  I  had  in  Paris  an  o[)portunity  of  procuring  information  concern- 
ing the  British  whale  lishery  on  the  coiust  of  Urazil  which  it  is  proper 
to  communiciite  to  Congress,  that  if  any  advantage  can  be  made  of  it 
the  opportunity  may  not  be  lost. 

The  last  year  and  the  year  before  the  ICn^lish  carried  on  this  ilshery 
to  a  very  great  advantage  oil*  the  Kiver  IMate,  in  ^uiitli  America,  in  the 
latitude  of  thirty  live  degrees  south  and  from  thence  to  forty  degrees, 
just  on  the  edge  of  soundings,  off  and  on,  as  the  .saiU)rs  express  it,  and 
about  longitude  sixty-live  degrees  from  London.  Tlu'y  had  about  sev- 
enteen vessels  in  this  lishery,  which  all  sailed  from  London  in  the 
months  of  September  and  October;  all  the  ollicers  and  men  Americans 
from  Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod,  two  or  tiiree  from  Uhode  Island,  and  one 
from  liong  Island.    Fonr  or  live  of  these  vessels  went  to  Greenland, 

*  MSS.  Dri>.  ol  Stjito  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  C^vr.,  V>Q^i. 
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Ui  rtliicli  i>Iiii«  tlKv  siiil  jwidy  Itio  l;wstof  Fubiuiiry  oi-  tUe  begiunii 
of  Mnrcli. 

Tlio  ycnr  bcfuro  last  tliere  vos  itiiblisheil  in  tlio  English  ncwBpape 
a  letter  from  tliu  Ioi-iIh  o(  tlie  wliiiinilt;  to  Dcntiiti  Ue  Bredt,  iu  Oolemi 
Rtrnet,  inruriiiii]};  liini  lliitt  n  convoy  Rlionid  Iw  niiiwiuteil  to  the  Bra: 
llvot;  hut  tliia  I  liiul  ccrttiin  iiil'oriiiatioii  waa  n  forgery,  calculab 
merely  to  decoivo  American  privateers,  ami  no  convoy  actually  went 
waH  »|>iiuiritoil  cither  hi8t  year  or  tliu  year  before,  although  the  im^K 
tiiro  wits  ru|ientcil  both  times,  aiut  will  no  doubt  be  rouewed  this. 

l''or  the  cniiture  or  destruct  Ion  of  a  flahery  no  wholly  defenseless,  u 
one  of  the  vo^sels  liaving  any  arms,  a  single  frigate,  or  indeed  a  p 
vutcer  of  four  and  twenty  guns,  wonhl  be  suflicieut  The  begiuuii 
of  ]>oceM)ber  ivonld  1)0  the  host  time  to  prococd  from  Boston  or  Phil 
delphia,  becaiiKO  tliu  frigate  would  then  iind  the  whaling  vessels  ueat 
lo<i.dod.  Tho  ciirgoe»  of  boue  and  od  are  very  valuable,  and  at  lea 
four  hnndred  and  liriy  of  tho  boat  kind  of  seamen  would  bo  taken  o 
of  tliu  hands  of  tho  English  and  might  bo  gaine<l  into  tho  Amorjci 
service.  Host  of  the  ofUcei-s  and  men  wish  well  to  this  eoontry,  ai 
would  gladly  lie  in  its  service  if  they  could  be  delivered  from  that  th< 
arc  engaged  in.  ^VIleIlover  tlie  English  men-of-war  or  privateers  Iia 
taken  an  Americnn  vessel  they  havo  given  to  all  tim  whalemen  foui 
among  thu  crow,  by  order  of  government,  their  choice,  either  to  go  i 
board  a  man-of-war  and  light  against  their  country,  or  into  tlie  whti 
fishery.  Rwfh  numbers  have  choseu  the  latter  as  have  made  the  cre^ 
of  seventeen  vessels. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicato  this,  that  if  so  profltable 
branch  of  commerce  and  so  valuable  a  nursery  of  seamen  cau  bo  tak< 
from  the  Englisli  it  may  done.  I  prevailed  with  my  colluagnes  In 
year  to  ro])rcsi-,nt  these  fivcts  to  his  cxcelloncy  M.  do  Sartine,  but  it  a 
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oommaoder  of  tho  Revciige  prtvatoor.  I  find  on  inquiry  that  the  said 
Veruieille  and  several  other  French  sailors  who  said  tliey  had  belonged 
to  that  vessel,  having  been  a  long  time  imprisoned  in  liingland,  were  ex- 
changed by  the  last  cartel. 

When  they  passed  through  this  place  on  their  return  to  Dunkirk  I 
gave  them  some  money  to  help  them  on  their  journey,  and  advised  them 
to  apply  to  Mr.  Ooflln,  our  present  agent  there,  who  1  supposed  could 
inform  them  who  it  was  that  did  the  business  of  equipping  Oaptsiin 
Cunningham,  and  must  therefore  know  what  men  were  shipped,  on  what 
terms,  what  they  h<Kl  received  in  advance,  and  what  prizes  were  taken 
(of  all  which  I  was  totally  ignorant),  and  by  that  means  ascertain  their 
claims,  in  which  I  desired  Mr.  Coflin  to  assist  them,  so  that  I  might 
take  the  proper  means  of  obtaining  for  them  what  is  their  due.  Mr. 
OofDn  wrote  me  a  letter  in  answer  to  my  request,  of  which  I  enclose  a 
copy.  Mr.  Desiue  and  Mr.  Hodge,  who  were  concerned  in  that  enter- 
prise, are  neither  of  tliein  at  present  in  France,  but  Mr.  Deane  is  soon 
expected  here.  Captain  Conyngham  is  now  a  prisoner  in  England,  but 
I  hope  will  soon  be  exchanged  and  appear  here.  Nothing  is  more  just 
than  that  these  men  should  be  paid  what  is  really  due  to  them;  but 
as  I  had  no  concern  in  the  affair  and  never  saw  any  account  of  the 
prizes  taken  and  know  nothing  of  the  agreement  made  with  the  sailors, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  a<ljust  their  claims.  All  I  can  do  is  to  com- 
municate them  to  tlie  proper  persons  and  solicit,  which  I  shall  do  warmly, 
that  justice  be  done. 

With  great  respect,  etc., 


Huutiugtou,  President  of  Congress,  to  Johu  Adams.* 

riiiLADKLiMliA,  October  20 j  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith  enclosed  two  com- 
missions, wherein  you  are  autlKuized  and  appointed  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary from  these  United  Stiites  to  negotiate  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce  with  Great  i>ritain,  accompanied  with  instructions  in  each 
case  for  your  government  in  tlie  execution  of  those  several  commissions. 
For  your  furtlier  information  and  benefit  are  enclosed  copies  of  the 
instructions  to  the  honorable  l>enjainin  Franklin  and  John  Jay,  esq., 
our  ministers  pleni[M)tentiary  at  the  courts  of  Nersailles  and  Madrid. 

Also  two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  Itli  and  15th  instant,  ascertaining 
your  salary  and  making  i)r()vision  for  your  subsistence  on  your  arrival 
in  France. 

The  nature  and  importance  of  the  trust  committed  to  your  charge 
will,  I  persuade  myself,  engage  your  inunediatc  attention,  and  induce 
you  to  undertake  the  service  and  embark  for  France  without  loss  of 
time. 


•7  J.  Adams^  Works,  111). 
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Wisliiug  you  i\  prosperous  voyjige  and  success  in  your  eiubassyi  I 
liiive  the  lionor  to  be,  withseutiuieuts  of  the  liigliest  esteem  and  regard, 
your  humble  servant, 

Samuel.  Huntington, 

rresident. 
P.  S. — The  Uou.  P'raucis  Dana,  esq.,  is  appointed  your  secretary. 


Franklin  to  Austin.* 

Passy,  October  20, 1779. 

Sib:  I  receivetl  your  several  favors  of  June  10,  July  12,  and  27. 
It  gave  me  i>leasure  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival  in  your  native  country, 
and  1  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  intelligence  your  lettei'S  coutain,  which 
I  hope  you  will  continue,  and  for  the  newspapers.  This  campaign  iu 
Europe  has  uot  been  so  active  as  was  expected,  owing  to  contrary 
winds  and  other  accidents,  which  a  long  time  i>revented  the  junction 
of  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  and  afterward  the  meeting  with  that 
of  the  English.  But  something  may  yet  be  done  before  winter.  The 
American  tiag  has,  however,  disturbed  the  British  coasts,  interrupted 
their  home  tnule  a  good  deal,  and  alarmed  them  with  apprehemsions 
of  descents  iu  dill'erent  phices.  Our  little  sqmulron,  under  Commodore 
Jones,  has  also  lately  taken  two  of  their  men-of-war  and  brought  them 
into  Holland  with  near  four  hundred  prisoners,  which  will  be  a  means 
I  hope  of  delivering  the  rest  of  our  coiintiymen  who  are  conlined  iu 
English  prisons.  Here  is  nothing  worth  your  acceptance  that  can  be 
proposed  to  you.  I  wish  you  success  in  any  business  you  uuiy  under- 
take, 

Being  with  much  regard,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
My  grandson  presents  his  respects. 


J.  Adams  to  Huntington,  President  of  Congiess.t 

BuAiNTRKK,  October  20,  1779. 

Sir:  M.  Schweighauser,  of  Nantes,  who  is  a  native  of  »Switzerhuid, 
observing  me  as  1  was  one  day  at  his  house  looking  with  some  atten- 
tion ui)on  a  stamp  of  tiie  heroic  deed  of  William  Tell,  iisked  me  to 
take  a  few  of  them  to  America  as  a  present  from  hiu),  which  1  agreed 
to  do  with  pleasure.  lie  accordingly  sent  on  board  the  frigate  a  box, 
containing,  as  he  told  me,  one  stamp  for  each  State,  neatly  framed  and 
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g1azei1|  wbicli  lio  dcBircd  ino  to  x)rc8tMit  to  (3ongro88  lis  a  small  token 
of  his  respect.  The  Ik)x  lias  never  been  ojieneiU  but  I  hope  the  pictures 
are  safe;  and  with  iierniission  of  Congress  J  will  deliver  it  to  the  navy 
board  in  lioslon,  to  be  b^'  them  transmitted  to  the  delegates  front  the 
several  States,  or  to  their  order. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  President  of  Congress.* 

liiiAiNTUKK,  Ociohcr  21,  1779. 

Sir:  So  many  advantages  might  be  derived  to  tlio  United  States  in 
the  conduct  of  the  war,  in  furnishing  the  army  and  navy,  in  augmenting 
the  value  or  at  leastin  preventing  the  furthur  depreciation  of  their  cur- 
rency, in  lowering  the  prides  of  goods,  in  supplying  tlio  wants  of  the 
peo]>le,  c^nd  in  preventing  murmurs  and  discontents,  that  1  have  ever 
thought  it  of  very  great  importance,  in  some  way  or  otlier,  to  procure 
convoys  to  tlieir  trsule  to  and  from  the  West  India  Islands  and  Europe. 

Fniiico  and  Spain  have  such  advantages  of  England  in  carrying  on 
the  war  in  the  American  seas,  and  woidd  receive  such  assistance  from 
our  commerce,  privateers,  and  growing  navy,  that  I  have  ever  thought 
it  a  nniin  ])rinciplo  of  their  policy  to  maintiiin  ii  constant  and  decided 
superiority  of  naval  power  in  the  West  Indies  and  upon  the  cosists  of 
this  continent.  I  would  tlierefore,  with  due  deference  to  the  superior 
wisdom  of  Congress,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  their  consideration  whether 
it  would  not  be  expedient  for  them,  either  by  a  direct  representation 
from  themselves  to  the  French  and  Spanish  courts,  or  by  instructions 
to  their  plein'potentiary  ministers,  to  convince  tln)se  courts  that  their 
true  interest  lies  in  adopting  this  plan.  It  is  certainly  their  interest, 
reasoning  upon  French  and  Spanish  jirinciples  simply,  to  conduct  this 
war  in  such  a  manner  as  has  a  tendency  in  the  shortest  time  and  with 
the  least  expense  to  diminish  the  power  of  their  enemies  and  increase 
their  own.  Now  I  would  submit  it  to  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be 
easily  demonstrated  that  these  ends  may  be  obtained  tlie  most  easily 
in  this  way.  A  representation  from  Congress,  either  directly  or  by 
instructions  to  their  ministers,  showing  what  assistance  in  provisions, 
artists,  materials,  vessels  of  war,  privateers,  land  armies,  or  in  jiny  other 
way,  France  and  Spain  might  depend  upon  receiving  from  these  States, 
either  for  money  or  as  the  exertions  of  anally,  woiihl  have  great  weight. 

Much  hjis  already  been  said  to  the  French  ministry  upon  these  sul>- 
jects,  and  not  wholly  without  ellect;  yet  much  mcue  juay  be  said  to 
greater  advantage  and  peihaps  to  belter  purpose,  for  they  are  extremely 
well  disposed  to  do  what  can  be.  made  to  appear  to  them  for  the  Jidvan- 
tage  of  the  common  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  en<'.lose  some  papers  on  this  subject.     One  is  a 
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letter  from  the  commissioners  to  his  excellency  the  Count  de  YergenneSi 
which  he  received  the  beginning  of  January  last ;  *  the  other  is  a  letter 
from  me  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  t  in  February,  with  his  answer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JouN  Adams. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Paris,  October  21, 1779. 

Gentlemen  :  It  may  be  material  for  Congress  to  know  that  all  dis- 
position in  the  court  of  England  towards  peace  seems  at  present  to  be 
removed.  The  appointment  of  Lord  Bute's  son  upon  an  extraordinary 
embassy  some  time  since  to  the  court  of  Turin,  announced  a  desire  in 
the  English  cabinet  to  engage  mediators,  and  the  late  ambassador  from 
Spain  to  the  court  of  London  had  taken  up  his  residence  here,  appar- 
ently to  embrace  the  more  readily'  the  opportunity  of  negotiating  which 
that  mediator  might  olTcr.  But  the  embassy  of  Lord  Mountstewart  is 
talked  of  no  more,  and  Count  d'Almadovar  has  within  tliese  few  days 
quitted  this  place  entirely  and  returned  to  Madrid. 

It  is  no  new  alliance,  as  far  as  is  known,  tliat  has  inspired  this  confi- 
dence and  hardiness  into  the  British  ministry.  Probably  they  flatter 
themselves  that,  as  this  campaign  has  passed  away  without  tiieir  suffer- 
ing much  from  the  great  superiority  of  the  combined  lleet  and  tlie  land 
armaments  prepared  against  them,  they  will  continue  to  be  equally  for- 
tunate. I  compute  that,  with  the  supplies  for  the  next  cam])aign,  their 
debt  must  amount  fully  to  200,000,000. 

The  siege  of  GibraltJir  goes  on  in  form  both  by  sea  and  land,  nor  does 
there  seem  any  jirobability  of  their  saving  that  important  pL'ice. 
I  have  the  lienor  to  be,  etc., 

AuTUUii  Ler. 


Fraiikliu  to  the  Commercial  Committee  of  Congress,  (i 

Tassy,  October  21,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  the  honor  of  yours,  dated  the  2l8t  July,  con- 
taining an  extract  from  IVfr.  Tollock's  letter  to  you,  in  which  he  mentions 
his  drafts  on  Mr.  Delap  for  10,S07  dollars  and  his  expectation  that  in  case 
of  any  dilTiculty  I  will  sec  those  bills  paid.  I  should  certainly  do  every- 
thing in  my  i>owcr  to  su|)i)ort  the  credit  of  the  States  and  every  person 
acting  under  their  authority ;  but  I  have  been  so  exhausted  by  great  and 

•  Soo  tlio  Corrcspomlciico  of  the  CominiHHioiiorH  hi  l-'nince,  vol.  1,  p.  lifjfi. 
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nnexpected  drafts  and  oxpouses  tliat  I  am  glad  thoso  bills  have  never 
been  proposed  to  me,  as  I  could  not  have  taken  upon  myself  to  pay 
them,  and  I  beg  that  you  would  not  in  future  have  any  dependence  of 
that  kind  upon  me  without  knowing  beforehand  from  me  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  pay  what  is  desired.  I  hoi)e  you  will  excuse  mj'  giving  this 
caution,  which  is  forced  from  me  by  the  distress  and  anxiety  such  occa- 
sional and  unforeseen  demands  have  occasioned  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  etc., . 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  a  Friend  in  America.* 

Passy,  October  25,  1779. 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  February  li,  the  contents  of  which 
gave  me  a  kind  of  melancholy  satisfaction.  The  greater  ease  you  will 
now  enjoy  makes  some  compensation  in  my  mind  lor  the  uncomfortable 
circumstance  that  brought  it  about.  I  hope  you  will  have  no  more 
atQiction  of  that  kind,  and  that  after  so  long  and  stormy  a  day  your 
evening  may  be  serene  and  plccisant.  The  account  you  have  had  of  the 
vogne  lam  inhere  has  some  truth  in  it.  Perhaps  few  strangers  in 
Fmnce  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  so  universally  popular;  but 
the  story  you  allude  to,  mentioning  '^  mechanic  rust,"  is  totally  without 
foundation.  But  one  is  not  to  expect  being  alw<iys  in  fashion.  I  hope, 
however,  to  preserve,  while  I  stay,  the  regard  you  mention  of  the  French 
ladies;  for  their  society  and  conversation,  \vhen  I  have  time  to  enjoy 
them,  are  extremely  agreeable. 

The  enemj  have  been  very  near  you  indeed.  When  only  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  you  must  have  been  much  alarmed.  We  have  given 
them  a  little  taste  of  this  disturbance  upon  their  own  coasts  this  sum- 
mer; and,  though  we  have  burnt  none  of  their  towns,  we  have  oc- 
casioned a  good  deal  of  terror  <and  bustle  in  many  of  them,  iis  they 
imagined  our  Oommodore  Jones  had  four  thousand  troops  with  him 
for  descents. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  my  dear  sister  continued  in  good  health  and 
good  spirits,  and  that  she  had  learnt  not  to  be  afraid  of  her  friend, 
fresh  air. 

With  the  tendercst  airection,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
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J.  AdniiiB  to  Ucaiy  LniiTeiis.* 

IlRAiHTRRB,  October  26, 1779. 

Mr  Dear  Sir:  Yonr  favorof  llio^tli  of  tliia  niontli  gave  me  gre 
l>lft:i!iiiro,  lint  I  mil  nTi-aiil  that  ^nii  anil  hoiiio  otiicrs  of  my  frionda  ft; 
iiioro  for  mc  in  tlio  awkwanl  KJtimtioii  joii  mention  tlian  I  did  for  m 
sirlf,  tiioiigli  [  can  lint  Ray  |,hnt  Iwaa  wlioDy  iiiserisililc.  I  could  coi 
liare  it  to  iiotliiiig  l>nt  Rlijik«i>pj»rc'K  idea  of  Arid,  wcdgnd  in  tlio  itiidd 
of  ii  riflt'd  n:ik,  l'»i-  1  w-.m  nnllicicitMy  ReiiRilih!  tliat  it  was  owing  io  i 
uiiliiv|i])y  (livpKJoii  ill  Ooiigrft8Hj  and  paitiR  onniigli  were  taken  to  infor 
me  that  one  Ride  were  forHe.iiding  me  toSpitiiiaTidtliooUiortnUollau 
HO  tliat  J  watt  llalleri'd  to  liiid  tliat  noitlicr  aide  liail  any  decisive  ubjc 
tioi)  n^ainst  IrtiHting  me,  and  tliat  tlio  apiiarent  questiou  was  on 
irkcre. 

Tliat  I  waR  sent  without  tlio  leiist  solicitatiou  of  mine,  directly 
indirectly,  is  certiiinly  true;  and  I  had  Hncli  fomiidabloidcnsof  tJiea 
aii<l  of  Itritiuli  mcnof-war, fucli  diflldonuo  in  my  own  qunlifloatioiis 
do  service  in  that  way,  and  siicli  uncertainty  of  the  reception  I  shou 
meet,  that  I  had  littlu  inclinalion  to  adventure.  That  1  went  again 
my  interest  is  inoHt  niidonbtcdiy  ao,  fori  never  yet  served  the  piibl 
without  losing  liy  it.  I  was  not,  liowevcr,  oti  yon  supiiose,  kept  uiiei 
]iloyc<l.  I  had  IniRincsa  enongli  to  do,  as  I  could  easily  convince  yo 
There  is  a  great  field  of  business  there,  and  I  could  easily  sliov  yi 
that  I  did  my  share  of  it.  There  is  so  much  to  do  and  so  much  dil 
ciilty  to  do  it  well,  that  I  am  rejoiced  to  find  a  geiitlomau  of  sucli  abi 
tics,  principles,  and  activity  as  Colonel  Laurens  undoubtedly  is,  wiUio 
a  compliment,  ap)>miitcd  to  assist  in  it.t  I  most  sincerely  lioiie  for  I 
friendship  and  an  ent.iie  hartnony  with  him,  for  which  reason  I  sliou 
bo  very  happy  in  his  company  in  the  passage,  or  in  an  interview  wi 
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not  oiitirely  unexpected  to  me.  Tlic  state  of  ])<'irtic8  nnd  the  nature  of 
their  goveniiuent  have  a  long  time  given  me  di8agree<ible  apprehen- 
sions. But  I  hojie  they  will  find  some  remedy.  JMeMiodH  will  be  found 
to  feed  the  army,  but  I  know  of  none  to  clothe  it  without  convoys  to 
trade,  which  Congress,  I  think,  will  do  well  to  undertake,  and  ]>erRundo 
France  and  Spain  to  uiulertake  sis  soon  as  possible.  Your  pncketi^  for 
your  friends  in  Europe  will  give  me  pleasure,  and  shall  he  forwarded 
with  care  and  dispatch. 

With  great  truth  and  reg<ird,  I  am,  etc., 

JonN  Adaivis. 


Carmichael  to  the  President  of  Congresfl.* 

Off  llEEDY  J  SLANT),  OciobcT  25, 1779. 

Sib:  I  received  at  Chester  the  copies  of  the  resolves  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  enclose  me,  and  shall  punctually  com]>ly  with  your  re<piost,  by 
forwarding  them,  as  soon  as  I  arrive,  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  ISfr.  Johnson. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  business  with  respect  to  the  latter  is  left  in  its  pres- 
ent state,  because  there  are  very  few  men  who  negle<;t  a  certain  and 
profitable  occupation  t^  engxge  in  another,  where  they  sire  sure  of 
offending,  without  an  equal  certainty  of  an  adequate  reward  for  their 
trouble  and  impartisility. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  wishes,  though  I  must  can- 
didly own  they  would  be  still  more  agreeable  accompanied  by  a  sbip  of 
the  line,  for  we  are  informed  that  the  Roehv^Jc  and  Ronntivs  are  waiting 
to  intercept  us,  and  were  they  animated  wonld,  like  the  Death  and 
Sin  of  Milton, "  bless  their  lucky  Mars  destined  to  that  good  hour."  I  beg 
you  to  make  the  proper  compliments  for  me  to  tlie  gentlemen  of  your 
family.  [Mow  strangely'  am  I  rusticated  on  the  wing  to  tlie  regions  of 
I>olitesse,  and  yet  forget  to  mention  the  ladies.  This  you  will  natur- 
ally do  for  me,  or  palliate  this  siu  of  omission,  with  many  others  of, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant.]  t 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmiohael. 


Franklin  to  Le  Brun.t 

Passy,  Ociohcr  25, 1779. 

Sir:  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  has  not  been  rocallod,  the  States  in  Congress 
being  equally  divided  on  the  question  ;  bnt  lie  hns  niontionod  to  me  his 
intention  of  returning  immediately  to  America,  ns  no  certain  provision 
has  been  made  for  his  support  in  Spain. 


*  MSS.  I>ei».  of  St.'ito ;  r>  Sparks'  Dip.  K«v.  Coir.,  ir>,  with  vorb.il  corrcctioiiH  aud 
ouiimioiis. 
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Captain  Ooiiyiugb.im  was  Bent  to  England  in  irons,  to  be  tried  for 
bis  lite  as  a  x)irate.  Tiie  Congress  ordered  some  English  prisoners  of 
equal  rank  to  be  put  in  irons,  by  way  of  reprisal,  to  abide  his  fate. 
Since  bis  arrival  in  England  bis  irons  bave  been  taken  off  and  be  is 
treated  as  tlie  otlier  prisoners,  and  will  probably  soon  be  excbanged. 
Ucre  are  a  number  of  Frenchmen  that  bad  served  with  him,  and  being 
put  on  board  one  of  bis  prizes  afterwards  carried  into  England,  were 
kept  x)risoners  there  till  lately,  when  he  excbanged  them.  They  demand 
their  wages  and  a  shivre  of  his  prizes.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  Messrs.  de 
Lagrancr  for  any  information  tbey  may  be  pleased  to  send  me.  What 
has  been  done  with  tlie  produce  of  tbese  prizes  sold  in  Spain. 
With  great  respect,  etc. 


Instructions  to  Henry  Laurens.* 

In  Congress,  October  26, 1779, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  tbe  report  of  the  committee  on  in- 
structions to  tbe  person  appointed  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland; 
whereupon 

liesolved,  Tliat  bo  be  instruct cd  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  millions  of  dolLirs  at  tbe  lowest  rate  possible,  not  exceeding  six 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

Resolved,  Tbat  be  be  empowered  to  employ,  on  the  best  terms  in  his 
power,  some  proper  nicrcanUloor  banking  bouse  in  tbe  city  of  Amster- 
dam, or  elsewbere,  in  tbe  United  Provinces  of  tbe  Low  Countries  to 
assist  in  tbe  procuring  of  loans,  to  receive  and  pay  the  money  borrowed, 
to  keep  tbe  accounts,  and  to  pay  tlie  interest. 

Tbat  he  be  also  empowered  to  pledge  tbe  faith  of  the  United  States, 
by  executing  such  securities  or  obligations  for  tbe  p«iyment  of  tbe 
mone^'  as  he  may  tbink  proper ;  and  also  tbat  tbe  interest  shall  not  be 
reduced  nor  tbe  principal  paid,  during  tbe  term  for  wbich  the  same 
shall  have  been  borrowed,  witbout  tbe  consent  of  the  lenders  or  their 
representatives. 

TliJit  be  be  directed  to  give  notice  to  Congress  of  any  loan  made  by 
him  or  under  bis  autbority,  and  to  direct  tbe  bouse  by  him  employed 
to  accept  and  pay  tlie  bills  of  exchange  wbich  may  be  drawn  under  the 
autbority  of  Congress,  t 


•  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  701). 

t  For  an  nccouut  of  tlio  appointmoiit  of  Ilonry  Laurons  to  "  iicgotiato  a  foreign 
loan,"  and  also  as  a  '' coninuHHionor  to  no^oti.'ito  a  treaty  of  amity  and  conmiorce, 
with  tlio  United  Provinces  of  tlio  Low  Countries,"  see  the  secret  journals  of  Congress, 
vol.  2,  pp.  283,  280,  21H),  311,  320. 
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Franklin  to  Cooper.* 

Pashy,  Ochber  27,  1779. 

Dbab  Sir  :  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  bave  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you.  The  iutelligonce  you  were  used  to  favor  nic  with  was  often 
useful  to  our  allairs.  I  hope  I  liave  not  lost  your  friendship  together 
witli  your  correspondence.  Our  excellent  Mr.  Wintliit>p  I  see  is  gone. 
He  was  one  of  those  old  friends  for  the  sake  of  whose  society  1  wished 
to  return  and  spend  the  small  remnant  of  my  days  in  New  England.  A 
few  more  such  deaths  will  make  me  a  stranger  in  m^'  own  country. 
The  loss  of  friends  is  the  tax  a  man  pays  for  living  long  himself.  I  find 
it  a  heavy  one. 

You  will  see  by  the  newspax>ers  that  we  b.ive  given  some  disturbance 
to  the  British  coasts  this  year.  One  little  privateer  out  of  Dunkirk, 
the  Black  Vrincey  with  a  Congress  commission  ainl  a  few  Americans, 
mixed  with  the  Irish  and  English  smugglers,  went  round  their  islands 
and  took  thirty-seven  prizes  in  less  than  three  months.  The  little 
squadron  of  Oommoilore  Jones,  under  the  same  commission  and  colors, 
has  alarmed  those  coasts  exceedingly,  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  inter- 
nal exi>enHe,  done  great  danmge  to  their  tnide,  and  taken  two  frigates, 
with  four  hundred  prisoners.  He  is  now  with  his  principal  prizes  in 
Holland,  where  he  is  pretty  well  received,  but  must  cpiit  that  neutral 
country  as  soon  as  his  damages  are  repaired.  The  English  watch  with 
a  superior  force  his  coming  out;  but  we  hope  he  will  manage  so  as  to 
escape  their  vigilance.  Few  actions  at  sea  have  demonstrated  such 
steady,  cool,  determined  bravery  jis  th.at  of  »Tones  in  taking  the  Serapis, 

There  has  been  much  rumor  this  summer  throughout  Europe  of  an 
approaching  peace  through  the  mediation  of  Kussia  and  Hoihind, 
but  it  is  understood  to  arise  from  the  invention  of  stockjobbers  and 
others  interested  in  propagating  such  opinions.  England  seems  not  to 
be  yet  sufficiently  humbled  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
American  States  or  to  treat  with  tlieiu  on  that  footing,  and  our  friends 
will  not  make  a  peace  on  any  other.  So  we  shall  probably  see  another 
campaign. 

By  the  invoices  I  have  seen  and  heard  of,  sent  hither  with  Congress 
interest  bills  of  exchange  to  purchase  the  goods,  it  would  seem  that 
there  is  not  so  great  a  want  of  necessaries  as  of  8n[)erlluities  among 
our  people.  It  is  diflicult  to  conceive  that  your  distresses  can  be  great 
when  one  sees  tiiat  much  the  greatest  part  of  that  money  is  lavished 
in  modes,  and  gewgaws,  and  tea!  Is  it  impossible  lor  us  to  become 
wiser,  when  by  simple  economy  and  avoiding  unnecessary'  expenses 
we  might  more  than  defray  the  cliarge  of  the  war  I  We  export  solid 
provision  of  all  kinds,  which  is  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  man, 
and  wo  import  fiishions,  luxuries,  and  trillos.  Such  trade  may  enrich 
the  traders,  but  never  the  country. 
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The  good-will  of  all  Europe  to  our  c^uiso  as  bein^:  the  ciiuac  of  liberty, 
which  18  the  cause  of  mankind,  still  continues,  as  does  the  universal 
wish  to  see  the  English  pride  humiliated  and  their  power  curtailed. 
Those  circumstances  <iro  encouraging  and  give  liopo^s  of  a  hapjiy  issue; 
which  may  God  grant,  and  that  you,  my  friend,  may  live  long  a  bless- 
iug  to  your  country. 
1  am,  etc., 

B.   FUANKLIN. 


Vnngiiyon  to  John  Paul  Jones.* 

TiiK  1 1  AG  UK,  October  29, 1770. 

Sir:  1  ought  t.o  advise  you  that  M.  de  Sartine  has  hiformed  me  that 
he  has  renounced  the  intentions  that  1  lia<l  been  charged  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  and  that  you  will  llnd  at  Dunkirk  orders  lor  your  final 
destination.  I  learn  with  much  pleasure  that  the  necessary  repsiira  of 
the  ships  which  you  command  will  be  completed  immediately,  and  that 
you  have  received  all  the  assistance  you  could  and  ought  to  expect. 
1  desire  very  earnestly  that  success  shall  again  reward  your  valor.  No 
person  will  be  more  rejoiced  at  it  than  myself. 

lielieve  me,  with  the  sincerest  sentinients,  etc. 

TlIK  Duo  DE  LA   VAUGUYON. 


Torke  to  the  States-OeueraLt 

TuE  II AGUE,  October  29,  1779. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords:  In  thanking  your  high  mightinesses  for 
the  orders  your  humanity  has  dictated  in  relation  to  the  wounded  who 
were  on  board  two  vessels  of  the  king,  the  Serapis  and  Cotmtcss  of  iScar- 
boronghj  I  only  discharge  the  orders  of  his  majesty  in  renewing  the 
most  strong  and  urgent  demand  for  the  seizure  and  restitution  of  said 
vessels,  Jis  well  Jis  for  the  enlargement  of  their  crews,  who  have  been 
seize<l  by  the  pirate  Paul  Jones,  a  Scotchman,  a  rebellious  subject  and 
state  criminal. 

The  sentiments  of  ecinity  and  justice  of  your  high  mightinesses  leave 
no  room  to  doubt  that,  in  taking  into  a  more  mature  deliberation  all 
the  circumstances  of  this  a  flair,  you  will  recognize  readily  the  justice 
of  a  demand  founded  .is  well  on  the  most,  solemn  treaties,  which  have 
subsisted  more  than  a  century  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Provinces,  as  on  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  custom  of  friendly  and  allied  states. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Preda,  of  the  31st  of  July,  1GG7, 


•  MSS.  Drp.  orSt:ihs  fi  Spjirks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  i>7«. 
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conflrmefl  and  renewed  expressly  in  that  of  1710  and  in  all  the  subse- 
quent ones,  aiH)  too  clear  and  incontestable  in  this  respect  not  to  be 
felt  in  all  their  force. 

The  kiu^  considered  it  derogatory  to  his  dignity,  as  well  as  to  that 
of  your  high  mightinesses,  to  expose  the  particalars  of  a  case  so  notori- 
ous as  that  iu  question,  or  to  cite  to  the  ancient  friends  and  allies  of 
his  crown  analogous  examples  of  other  princes  and  states. 

1  shall  couAne  myself  to  the  remark  that  the  phicard  of  your  high 
mightinesses,  in  prescribing  to  the  captains  of  foreign  ships  of  war  to 
show  their  lettera  of  marque  or  commissions,  authorize  you,  according 
to  the  general  custom  of  admiralties,  to  treat  as  pirates  those  whose 
letters  are  found  to  bo  illegal  for  not  being  issued  by  a  sovereign 
|K>wer. 

The  character  of  Paul  Jones,  and  all  the  circumst^tnces  of  the  adair, 
can  not  by  their  notoriety  be  unknown  to  your  high  mightinesses. 
Europe  has  her  eyes  Axed  on  your  resolution.  Your  high  mightinesses 
know  too  well  the  value  of  good  faith  not  to  give  an  example  of  it  on 
this  imiM)rtant  occiision.  The  least  deviation  from  a  rule  so  sacred,  in 
weakening  friendship  among  neighbors,  produces  often  unfortunate 
consequences. 

The  king  has  always  msule  it  his  pride  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of 
your  high  mightinesses.  His  majesty  persists  steadfastly  iu  the  same 
sentiments;  but  the  English  nation  does  not  think  itself  bound  by  any 
of  its  proceedings  to  have  its  citizens  detained  prisoners  in  a  port  of 
the  republic  by  an  outlaw,  a  subject  of  the  same  country,  and  who 
enjoys  the  liberty  of  wliich  they  are  deprived. 

It  is  for  all  these  resusons,  and  many  others  equally  solid,  which  can 
notescax>e  the  great  penetration  and  sagacity  of  your  high  mightinesses, 
that  the  undersigned  hopes  to  receive  a  ready  and  favorable  answer  to 
the  aliove,  conformable  to  the  just  expectation  of  the  king,  his  master, 
and  of  the  British  nation. 

JOSEPU  YOUKK. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wcibert.* 

^^)V^:Ml]KU  1,  1779. 

Their  high  mightinesses  the  StatesGeneial  of  Holland  have  granted 
permission  for  us  to  land  on  the  Island  of  Texcl  a  number  of  wounded 
British  prisoners  of  war  now  in  our  hands,  to  guard  them  by  our 
American  soldiers  in  the  fort  of  that  island,  with  the  drawbridges 
hauled  up  or  letdown  at  our  discretion,  and  to  remove  them  again  from 
thence  to  our  ships  at  our  free  will  and  pleasure,  and  dispose  of  them 
afterwards  as  though  they  had  not  been  landed.  Therefore  you  are 
hereby  appointed  governor-general  over  the  wounded  and  the  soldiers, 


•  MSS.  I>oj[).  of  Sttite;  5  SiiuikB'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  276,  with  verbal  cliauj;;09. 
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clu.,  lliat,  iitu  ilusljricil  tlii»  day  lo  conduct  tlioiii  llicro,  until  furlli 
orders. 

Tlicso  woniHli-d  prisoiicra  nro  lo  bo  aiipiiortod  and  provided  with  gw 
Burgcoiie  and  medicine,  mid  with  necessary  ntteiidaiioo,  at  the  eipon 
of  tbo  United  Stateii.  The  ooininissnry  of  tbo  adiniraUy,  who  resid< 
on  tliti  Texcl.  lias  iiiidcrtiikon,  by  our  ordofB,  to  furnisli  you  with  tl 
necessary  |iroviKions;  nnd  surgeons,  medicine,  nnd  licdding,  etc,  a 
sent  from  tbe  stgiiadron.  In  sliort,  tlioso  i>riaouerB,  togetbor  witli  sui 
other  sick  and  wonndctl  ns  wo  may  heroaller  see  fit  to  send  to  yoi 
cnre  in  tliat  fort  on  tlie  Toxel,  are  to  bo  treated  with  nil  possible  to 
derncss  and  humanity.  And  you  are  to  take  care  that  no  |iersou  uud 
your  command  may  give  any  cause  of  complaint  whatever  to  the  so 
Jecls  or  government  or  tliis  country;  but,  on  the  coutrary,  to  beha< 
towards  tliem  with  the  utmost  complaisunco  and  civility. 

For  which  tliis  shall  lie  your  onlor. 

Uiven  on  board  the  American  ship  of  war  the  Serapis,  at  anchor 
the  roful  of  Tcxcl,  Novemlwr  1, 1179, 

JOHH  PADL  JoifES. 


Jotin  Paul  Jones  to  tbe  Duo  d«  la  Vaugufon.* 

Texel,  Ifovember  4, 1779. 
My  Lord;  ThiK  morning  Uio  commandant  of  the  road  sent  me  woi 
to  como  and  speak  to  him  on  boanl  his  ship.  Uo  hod  before  him  i 
the  tabic  a  letter,  wtiich  be  said  was  from  the  X'rince  of  Orange.  1 
(jucstioned  me  very  chtscly  whether  I  had  a  French  commission,  and 
I  had,  he  almnnt  insisted  utmn  seeing  it  Cot  avisdouue  an  comment: 
mont  n'etoit  plus  de  saison  depnis  admission  do  I'eficadie  sous  F»v 
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casks.  Tlio  provision,  too,  that  was  ordered  the  day  I  retarned  to 
Amsterdam  from  The  Hague  is  not  yet  sent  down,  and  the  spars  that 
have  been  sent  from  Amsterdam  are  spoiled  in  the  making.  None  of 
the  iron  work  that  was  ordered  for  the  Se^'apis  is  yet  completed,  so  that 
I  am  even  to  this  hour  in  want  of  hinges  to  hang  the  lower  gun  ports. 
My  officers  and  men  lost  their  clothes  and  beds  in  the  Bon  Romine 
Richard^  and  they  have  as  yet  got  no  supply.  The  bread  that  has  been 
twice  a  week  sent  down  from  Amsterdam  to  feed  my  people  hiis  been, 
literally  speaking,  rotten;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  they  are  falling 
sick.  It  is  natural  also  that  thej' should  be  discontented  while  I  am 
not  able  to  tell  them  that  they  will  be  paid  the  value  of  their  property 
in  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scarborough  if  either  or  both  of  them 
should  be  lost  or  taken  after  sailing  from  hence. 

Thus  you  see,  my  lord,  that  my  prospects  are  far  from  pleasing.  I 
have  but  few  men,  and  they  are  discontented.  If  you  can  authorize 
me  to  promise  them,  at  all  hazards,  that  their  property  in  the  prizes 
shall  be  made  good,  and  that  they  shall  receive  the  necessary  clothing 
and  bedding,  etc.,  or  money  to  buy  them  with,  I  believe  I  shall  soon  be 
able  to  bring  them  again  into  a  good  humor.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will 
send  a  vessel  or  two  out  to  reconnoiter  the  ofling  and  to  bring  me 
wonl.  Whatever  may  be  the  consequence  of  my  having  put  into  this 
harbor,  I  must  observe  that  it  was  done  contrary  to  my  oinnion,  and  I 
consented  to  it  only  because  the  majority  of  my  colleagues  were  earn- 
est for  it. 

I  am  under  a  very  singular  obligation  to  yon,  nij'  lord,  for  your  kind 
letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  21)th  of  hist 
month.  It  shall  be  my  ambition  to  get  clear  of  my  i)rcsentembarrji«s- 
ment,  and  to  merit,  what  1  so  much  esteem,  the  good  opinion  of  your 
excellency  and  of  the  court  by  my  future  services  in  support  of  the 
common  cause. 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Paul  Jones. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

BuAiNTUEE,  November  4,  1779. 

Sir:  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
October,  enclosed  with  two  commissions,  apiminting  me  minister  pleni- 
potentiary from  the  United  States  to  negotiate  pence  and  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  together  with  instructions  for  my  government  in 
the  execution  of  these  commissions,  copies  of  instructions  to  the  min- 
isters plenipotentiary  at  Versailles  and  Madrid,  and  two  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  4th  and  15th  of  October. 


*MSS.  Dcp.  of  State;  2  Sparks*  Uii).  Rev.  Corr.,  G07,  with  verbal  changes;  7  John 
Adams'  Works,  120. 


lun.uMA  nr  I'liKKKsruNHKNCK. 

1  iilijcct.  iiI'bucIi  v'itsL  iiii|iinl;iiico,  tlm  iiilAinwIs  to  bo  jul- 
I  tliu  iit^uoliritiuiiu  tu  oliUiiii  iL  iii'c  e<>  cuiiiiiUciiluil  iinil  so  lU'lJ- 
^il  tbu  diHlunlly  uf  {;iviiig  evi'ti  (;ciior»l  BiiU«riiutioii  ia  bo  giviil, 
i!v\  iLtyKolf  muitMlistt'cstteilitbttioitrusiHwtor  oxeuiittiig  t1i«  trust 
'l.  Iliu  tlioiiglit  of  lurtviiig  my  country  nud  iigiiiii  uiKxiiiiitcriu^  tlio 
ot'tliu  Hi'iis  iiiid  uf  crioiiiiuit.  Yet  wiioii  1  relluct on  tlio  gisiic-ral 
nty  Tuvor,  iiiiil  lliu  liigli  lionur  tliut  ia  iloiio  iiiu  liy  tlita  iipituiiit- 
[  I  r<.'<;I  LIm  wiirtiieHtitHiititiiuutsurgriLtiltKlo  toCoiigi'Mts,  aiidHhiill 
i>  Iiusitiitiiiii  tu  iiucL'iit  it,  iukI  (luvulu  myself  wiLliuiit  reaervu  or 
for  liiiio  to  (lisciiiu'gn  tlio  duties  of  it,  Wy  buccchs,  however,  ui»y 
pud  ill  n  vuty  groat  degrou  ou  tlio  fiitclligoiiR»  niid  inBtructtoUH  tliat 
liiy  ruceivo  froMi  tiinu  to  tiiiiu  fruiu  Cuii^rcw  mid  on  tliu  puiiotiiiility 
1  wliicli  suYmiil  iirtiulet)  in  my  iiiHlnietioua  iiiity  lio  kept  Aeurat.  It 
111  bu  my  most  ciinieut  fliKluuvor  to  trniiaiuit  tu  (JoiigreHS  tli6  uiutit 
idtiiiib  iviul  exact  iiiformntioii  iu  tuy  power  of  wliutover  imiy  occur 
Id  to  conceal  tliuHu  iu^lruutioiis  wbicli  ik4>ciul  in  any  uicuuiiro  uii  my 
Idgiiictit.  And  I  hepe  1  need  not  suggest  tu  UoiigTcsa  the  uecettMily 
c»ling  tu  mil  uh  Ciirty  as  pONsiblu  their  coiiiunindH  from 
finu  to  time,  and  of  keo]iiii};  all  thu  dit«irelioiinry  articles  nil  impoue- 
lablu  (iccrut ;  ii  siig};cstiun,  liowovor,  that  the  constitution  of  that  suv- 
lereiguty  which  I  Idlvo  the  honor  to  represent,  might  excnsc. 

As  tlie  frigittu  hiis  been  some  time  waiting,  I  shall  umharlc  lu  oiglit 

or  tell  days  sit  furthest.     Your  exuellcucy  will  pleuso  to  pre»<eiit  my 

f  moHt  dutiful  ivspci'lt)  lu  Otjii(;i'tMu(,  jtnd  iuxicpt  my  thunk»  fur  Ihe  polilu 

antl  ubligiiig  miniiier  in  which  yuuljavocouiinuuicatcd  their  cum mitiidu, 

I  havu  tliL^  liuiKjr  lu  be,  uto., 

.lllllN    AHAMK, 


millet:  i)f  FmuiGU  AHaiia.* 
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iiies  of  iny  enemies  liavo  not  withdrawn  from  me  the  confidence  of  Gou- 
l>ress,  which  by  no  means  appears  from  my  only  being  not  recalled.  I 
must,  thei-efore,  entreat  Oougi*ess  to  decide  distinctly  upon  the  accusa- 
tions that  have  been  brought  against  me,  and  either  declare  them 
unjust  or  commit  the  public  business  to  a  litter  person,  and  give  me 
leave  and  leisure  to  vindicate  my  character  to  my  country  and  to  the 
world. 

Unless  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  court  should  make  it 
necessary  1  will  not  hazard  the  public  interest  and  my  own  honor  in 
undertaking  the  negotiation  uuinstructcd,  unvindicated,  and  unsup- 
[lorted.  Is  it  possible  that  any  one  gentlenuui  in  Congress  can  help 
feeling  the  unexam))led  cruelty  of  leaving  me  in  such  a  situation t 

Uncertain  as  the  decisions  of  all  public  bodies  are,  yet  conscious  that 
there  was  not  any  colorable  pretense  for  impeaching  my  conduct,  I 
could  not  but  Hatter  myself  that  the  last  dispatches  would  have  brought 
an  explicit  censure  of  Congress  against  the  indecent  attempts  that  have 
been  made  to  injure  it;  insomuch  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  consult 
this  court  through  your  minister  here  upon  the  propriety  of  my  moving 
the  court  of  Spain  on  the  negotiation  with  which  I  was  intrusted, 
so  that  I  might  avoid  giving  offense  to  that  court  by  my  silence  and 
inactivity,  and  yet  receive  in  time  your  final  instructions  and  a  renewed 
assurance  of  your  confidence. 

Though  I  have  constiuitly  transmitted  to  Congress  triplicate  copies 
of  the  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  which  account  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  small  sum  of  public  money  that  was  in  my  hands,  yet  as  the  order 
of  the  Gth  of  August  is  general,  I  have  had  triplicate  copies  made  out 
of  the  whole,  which,  when  there  is  a  proper  person  to  authenticaie  them, 
will  show  how  the  money  has  been  expended.  With  regard  to  the 
funds  with  which  I  wjvs  jointly  intrusted  with  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
DeAue,  my  absence  in  Spain  and  Germany,  with  the  orders  for  the  ap- 
plication of  a  great  part,  which  my  colleagues  thought  proper  to  give 
without  consulting  me,  disennbles  me  from  furnishing  any  further 
vouchers  than  the  accounts  of  the  banker  and  of  Mr.  Williams,  which  1 
have  also  transmitted  to  Congress. 

I  perceive  by  the  journals  that  a  committee  is  appointed  for  framing 
a  plan  of  a  foreign  loan.  It  is  my  duty  to  say  that  there  is  not  the  least 
probability,  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  of  obtaining  any  adequate 
loan  in  Europe,  and  to  beseech  Congress  not  to  let  the  vain  expectation 
of  that  divert  their  attention  from  trying  every  resource  at  home.  It  is 
necessary  that  the  impressions  to  our  discredit  which  have  arisen  from 
the  unsuccessful  attempts  that  have  been  already  made  should  be 
allowed  to  wear  oil'  and  some  favorable  event  occur,  such  as  the  enemy 
being  obliged  to  draw  off  their  troops,  before  it  will  be  possible  to  suc- 
ceed in  such  a  plan.  In  the  mean  time  the  repetition  of  ineffectual 
attempts  will  only  debase  your  credit  more,  and  especially  if  they  are 
accompanied  with  the  offer  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  which  ever 
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It'-J  1>I1'I,UMAT1U    COIiKESI-uNMKNCi:. 

aii;;iiH;tilN  liir  Niis|iii^i<iti  uf  Llm  iimeviii  ity  uf  Uiu  [inncipal  uiul  that  tl 
bui'i'uiTurH  sii'u  tliciiisulvfs  coiitUiiouB  of  tlicir  iiisiifliuiuiicy. 

It  gWcH  iiiu  piuti  U}  moiitioii  what  rfgiuiU  myself  so  ofl«ii;  but  Co 
grCHK  wilt  pvniiit  mu  turuiieiit>  tlintifitHliotilU  nut  pluasutbein  torcci 
1110  it  i»  iili»o!iiUily  iitrciu^siiry  that  some  iirovittioii  hIiohM  be  iuikIo  for  tl 
»n|i|iort  of  my  iiii.-SKJoii  iiidupemlorit  of  I>r.  Fruiikliii.  If,  in  tbo  iiioi 
time,  tliu  Stiitc  of  Vir^'inia  dtioiiUI  ruiiiibuiso  mu  what  I  bave  lulvauc 
Tor  then:,  thut  will  bo  a  fund,  and  I  will  immodiatuly  give  Cougi'« 
aitvicuof  it.  1  must  ako  bug  tbiit  Oorigix^as  will  llx  a  Bum  for  o 
exi>cnM!H,  both  that  1  may  not  oxcced  what  in  thought  reiisomibic,  u 
have  my  Uinu  and  attuiitiou  (Mitploycd  in  kcoui>ing  accurate  aeconu 
of  ox[>tin8o»,  which  1  iK^vur  did  do,  nor  over  shall  t^  my  ownsatisfactio 
or  1  bcliuvo  tu  that  of  any  ono  olue.  So  that  if  this  ia  exiiected  it  w 
ox[)usc  mo  to  wnsnie,  wbidi  1  wi^b  to  avoid. 

The  littlo  time  thiit  remains  from  daily  attention  to  pnblic  biisiue 
and  in  oullocting  and  digesting  what  relates  to  it  I  wish  to  dovoto 
private  eonx'sponduncu  and  reading.  I  bave,  therefore,  thought 
always  snllluiunc  to  |ii-o|iortiou  my  oxponses  in  general  to  my  silnatii 
and  means,  without  a  miiintn  attention  to  thoni  in  detail.  Wbatev 
Congress  lixea  at)  i-cii«unabIo  will  be  the  rule  of  my  comlaet,  and  it  w 
spare  both  them  mid  myself  a  great  deal  of,  as  I  conceive,  mmeceasa 
trouble. 

I  can  not  learn  with  any  certanity  what  probatfility  there  is  of  ai 
other  powers  unterin^  next  year  into  tbu  present  war.  On  that  subje 
your  minister  here,  na  his  situation  gives  him  the  means,  will  furuii 
you  with  earlier  and  surer  information  than  it  is  possible  for  mo 
obtain.  liut  the  following  are  nearly  the  plans  of  tbe  French  ai 
British  caliincts  for  the  next  campaign.  Fourteen  ships  of  seventy-fo 
guns  and  eight  thousinid  troops  are  to  bo  sent  from  hence  to  the  Wc 
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unanimous  voice  of  tlie  people,  u[)\v»r<lB  of  fifteen  thousand  men  in 
volunteer  companies  actually  in  arms  witliout  the  permission  or  control 
of  government.  To  dehiy  or  refuse  the  granting  of  frOe  trade  will 
endanger  a  general  and  most  formidable  insurrection  in  that  kingdom; 
to  grant  it  will  produce  commotions  of  no  less  nuignitude  in  England^ 
of  which  they  have  already  had  some  fearful  examples  in  and  about 
Manchester.  These  insurrections,  whenever  they  hsippen,  will  be  exas- 
perated by  great  and  real  distress;  for  the  fact  is  that  if  it  be  refused 
to  Ireland  that  country  will  be  undone;  and  if  it  be  granted  the  woolen 
and  other  manufactures  of  England  will  be  ruined.  In  such  a  situation 
it  is  difliciilt  to  imagine  a  medium  by  which  the  violences  will  be  pre- 
vented that  must  otherwise  call  for  the  troops  at  home  wiiich  they  have 
destined  for  us. 

In  Scotland  the  discontent  is  such  that  a  LLighland  regiment  actually 
seized  the  castle  of  I'Minburgh,  and  shut  the  gates  against  their  olltcers. 
This  mutiny  has  been  quelled,  but  the  spirit  that  produced  it  is  not 
altered. 

The  inactivity  of  this  campaign  has  left  their  credit  unim])aired,  and 
their  ilcets  have  generally  got  in  safe  from  all  quarters.  They  will, 
therefore,  find  money  for  the  next  campaign ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that 
with  all  their  efforts  they  will  be  able  to  equip  a  ileet  equal  to  that 
which  will  go  against  them.  Without  some  accident,  therefore,  they 
must  either  sutler  the  French  army  to  laud,  or  hazard  an  unequal  com- 
bat, which,  if  they  are  overcouje,  will  leave  their  coast  at  the  mercy  of 
the  invaders.  To  add  to  tlieir  counsels,  already  enfeebled  by  the  death 
of  theonly  man  of  ability  and  business  among  them.  Lord  Suffolk,  they 
have  put  Lord  Stormont,  the  most  insuHlcient  man  in  the  kingdom, 
into  his  xdace.  Such  is  the  present  situation  and  prospect  of  things  in 
Europe. 

Congress  will,  1  hope,  consider  that  various  events  may  change  or 
delay  the  plans  above  stated,  and  not  let  it  impeach  the  veracity  of  the 
intelligence  that  they  are  not  executed.  ]\Iucli,  for  example,  will  de- 
pend upon  Count  d'Estaing's  movements  and  success,  which  were  not 
foreseen  when  these  plans  were  formed.  Mis  exijcdition  is  entirely  of 
his  own  planning,  and  therefore  could  not  be  taken  into  consideration 
here. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  ultimatum,  which,  by  mistake,  was 
omitted  being  sent  some  time  ago.  The  following  i)assage  in  the  man- 
ifesto published  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  in  answer  to  that  of 
France  seems  to  me  a  proof  how  little  she  herself  expects  from  the  war 
with  us : 

"Two years  have  not  passed  since  the  day  the  rebels  declared  their 
criminal  resolution  of  shaking  olf  the  yoke  of  the  mother  country,  and 
this  term  has  been  filled  with  the  events  of  a  bloody  and  obstinate  war. 
Success  has  been  balanced,  but  the  army  of  the  king,  which  occupies 
most  important  maritime  cities,  has  continued  to  menace  the  interior 

nrovincies.     Tlift  lOini'lisli  fliif>^  itrodnininMiosi  in  ivW  t\\cx  \ \\\i\v\i»'.x\\  v^.wa.^^'* 


I  >]  I'l.'  iM ATir    Ci  miCKSrONDENCE. 

iill  tlitsy  i;iiii  boast  ..r,  its  tin-  liuit  of  two  yfins'  l.li>o.I.v  ami  ub- 
Iwiir,  ill  wUiuli,  Uiuiigli  tlioy  do  uot  cliutuu  to  s:iy  il,  itll  Etiru|m 
nliey  Uiivti  tix|itiiiil(iil  forty  iiiilltouB  of  troAsureund  Kixt.v  Lboitsiiiid 
B  n  biilnriuMl  (siiucv»s,  itnd  tliu  poasesetioii  of  .1  Tow  uiaribiuie  tuwiis, 
iico  tliL^y  tliiXMluii  iiH,  it  is  {''-tiu  (suoiigU  tbut  tliey  tbeiiisclvus 
I  lioimot'tfiicwHS.  Tlioir  war,  tleicrure,  is  a  war  of  ilcsiivrato 
L',  wlitcli  notliiiig  Clin  JiiBtify. 
I  Lave  tUo  buiior  to  be,  etc., 

AuriiUH  Lbk. 


J.  Adams  to  tUe  PicBideiit  of  Cqiibidsb.* 

liuAiNTKEi;,  iioveinhcr  7,  1770. 
YiUi:  I  liavo  tlio  Iioiior  to  enclose  to  Ootigress  a  cojiy  of  tlio  Itittor- 
I'lk  of  tlio  cuiiniiissiuiiui'8  lit  tbo  court  of  Vorsailles  during  tlio  time  I 
^il  tlio  liiinor  to  bo  uim  of  tliom.  As  tUo  lottei-lKtoit  waa  kei)t  by  uie, 
■III  almost  wliolly  ill  my  hand wii ting,  tliu  minister iilutiipotetitiary  con- 
futed tbat  I  sliould  bring  it  lioiiio  \Tilli  mo,  leaving  liini  a  copy,  wliiuli 
fias  done. 

As  tliori!  iiiny  be  many  Miiiigs  In  it  witicli  Coiigross  may  bnvo  occa- 

iioTi  to  know,  I  bavo  inoviiiled  witb  Mr.  Tliaxter  to  copy  it.     I  shall 

I  submit  to  the  conHideratiou  of  Oongrcss  wliotbcr  he  ought  to  bavo 

I  any  nllowatico  for  tins  service,  and  how  much.     As  Mr.  Thaxter  will 

[  ivccompaiiy  1110  Ui  Europe  iti  the  character  of  my  priviUo  secretary,  if 

Congress  think  proper  to  allow  biui  anytbiiig  for  these  copies  I  cau 

pay  bim  in  Europe  if  it  is  tliought  proper. 

I  chose  to  mention  .'^Ir.  Thaxtor's  going  with  me  to  Oongresa  boenase 
isies  have  jirison  bcretorore  concorning  private  sfcretaries.     ftlr. 
ingress,  and  I  think  I  can  safely  confide  in  his 
jVomtbu  oxperioiico  I  have  had 


NOVEMBER   10,  1770.  405 

Nevertheless,  Laving  found  means  to  make  known  my  arrival  to  tiie 
commodore,  be  came  on  shore  this  evening  for  half  an  hour  only,  in 
order  that  he  might  reach  his  ship  again  before  night.  lie  will  send 
his  boat  to-morrow  for  me  to  breakfast  with  him,  to  converse  longer  on 
our  affairs,  and  it  may  be  to  make  a  visit  together  to  the  vice-admiral. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  already  learnt  that  not  only  the  commodore 
has  not  written  anything  at  all  on  what  has  given  us  uneasiness,  but 
even  that  he  has  not  said  anything  of  which  tliey  can  make  an  authen- 
tic use;  that  he  showed  to  M.  Uiemersma  on  his  arrival,  as  well  as  to 
the  other  captains,  his  commission,  which  is  American,  not  having  any 
other;  that  he  will  give  me  a  copy,  with  a  declaration  signed  at  the 
bottom  by  himself  that  he  had  shown  it ;  and  that,  as  to  the  cartel  made 
between  himself  and  Captain  Pearson,  they  have  had  no  other  surety 
for  its  basis  than  the  permission  of  this  government  to  put  on  shore 
the  wounded  prisoners  without  changing  in  any  manner  their  condi- 
tion, having  taken  upon  them  besides,  each  one  on  his  part,  to  engage 
their  respective  sovereigns.  All,  therefore,  that  I  shall  be  able  to  do 
further  in  this  respect  will  be  to  get  signed  by  Mr.  Jones  the  copy  he 
sent  me  of  this  c<arte1. 

The  crowded  inns  leave  me  no  place  for  a  lodging  but  the  house  of  a 
peasant,  where  1  write  this  letter  as  I  Can.  I  fear  that,  notwitlistaud- 
ing  the  good-will  of  the  commodore,  he  will  not  be  in  condition  to  de- 
part in  fifteen  days;  and  on  examining  things  closely',  and  comparing 
tlie  complaints  of  one  with  those  of  another  as  to  the  delays,  I  find 
that  the  great  and  true  cause  is  this  bad  roadstead,  distant  from  Amster- 
dam twenty-five  leagues  by  water. 

•    The  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  2l8t  of  October,  which  1  have  sent 
to  the  conimotlorc,  is  a  paper  very  necessary  to  liini. 

Thc}'^  will  not  be  able  longer  to  inipoRC  on  him  or  si)read  snares  for 
him.  IJis  w.ny  will  be  clear.  lie  regrets  only  that  it  had  not  been 
sooner. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


FrankHn  to  La  Fayette.* 

Passv,  November  10,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  My  answer  to  the  questions  conUiinod  in  the  letter  you 
have  honored  me  with  must  be  very  short.  I  can  only  say  that  I  know 
nothing  before  the  order  you  mention,  and  I  now  know  nothing  of  your 
reasons.  1  can  therefore  give  no  opinion,  having  no  materials  on  which 
to  form  it. 

A  vessel  from  North  America,  arrived  at  Cadiz,  reports  that  Count 
d'Bstaing's  fleet  arrived  oil*  the  capes  of  V^irginia  the  14lh  of  September ; 
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since  which  date  wo  licar  nothing  of  him,  and  this  accoant  seems  not 
very  certain. 

American  news  there  is  none  but  what  [letter-book  we  see]  in  the 
English  papers.  They  talk  of  Clinton's  going  with  a  strong  force  to 
Charlestown.  But  possibly  D'Jilstaiug's  arrival  may  prevent  that,  and 
I  hope  much  good  from  his  visit  to  our  coasto.  There  are  four  strokes 
for  him  to  make,  New  York,  Kliode  Island,  Halifax,  and  Newfound- 
land.   If  he  is  really  gone  there;  but  perhaps  he  went  to  Jtimaica. 

General  Prevost  has  certjiinly  desired  to  be  recalled.  Ue  complains 
much  of  having  been  neglected,  and  not  furnished  with  the  re-enforce- 
ments, and  other  aids  and  necessaries  that  he  had  required,  and  that 
had  been  promised  to  him.  We  are  in  the  way  of  filling  England  with 
discontented  gcnenils  and  admirals. 

Many,  many  thanks  for  your  kindness  to  my  grandson,  and  may 
Ood's  blessing  ever  attend  you. 

With  the  siucerest  esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  etc., 


Vaugnyou  to  Dumas.* 

The  Uagtte,  November  11, 1770. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  that  you  addressed  to  me  the  9th  of 
this  month,  and  that  of  M.  Cottineau,  which  was  annexed.  I  learn  with 
ple<asure  what  you  tell  me  relative  to  the  object  which  induced  me  to 
urge  your  departure.  J  hope  you  will  not  <lclay  to  give  me,  in  this  re- 
spect, details  yet  more  satisfactory  and  perfectly  conformable  to  the 
intentions  I  have  unfolded  to  you. 

M.  Cottineau  represents  to  me  the  extreme  inconvenience  which  results 
from  the  impossibility  of  putting  on  shore  the  sick  and  wounded  among 
the  prisoners. 

1  think  it  wouhl  be  proper  that  you  might  see,  with  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion, if  it  would  not  be  j)()ssib]e  to  obtain  permission  of  the  admiralty. 
But  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  ask  it,  to  be  very  sure  beforehand 
that  you  will  not  be  refuscMl. 

You  know  the  truth  of  my  inviolable  sentiments. 

TUF.   Due   1)K  LA  VAUGUYON. 


Dumas  to  Vauguyon.t 

On  1>oart)  the  SVsUAVib,  November  l\yl71{). 

Sir:  According  to  my  letter  of  the  dny  before  yesterday,  1  was  yes- 
terday morning  on  board  the  Serapis,  The  weather  was  so  thick  in  the 
evening  that  there  was  no  chance  of  sending  anything  on  shore  that 
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niglit.  The  coniuiodoro  and  myself,  with  great  difliculty,  went  to  make 
»  visit  t()  the  J^utch  vice  lulniiral,  in  wliich  all  that  Inxs  been  8<aid  was 
80  well  cloiired  up,  that  nothing  can  (at  least  on  onr  part)  cause  a  change 
in  tlio  state  of  things  as  they  were  after  the  21st  of  October.  The  result 
of  the  visit  is,  in  substance,  that  they  do  not  much  approve  the  expedi- 
ent of  providing  two  different  Hags,  in  order  to  make  use  of  one  in  default 
of  the  other ;  that  they  rather  preferred  that  the  whole  squadron  should 
have  been  entered  under  the  flag  and  commission  of  France,  as  not  being 
liable  to  any  difficulties;  but  since  what  had  been  done  could  not  bo 
otherwise,  they  desire  and  expect  that  the  squadron  shall  depart  with 
the  first  fair  wind ;  as  also  that  there  shall  not  be  in  this  roadstead  any 
transportation  of  prisoners  on  boanl  the  king's  cutters  that  are  here ; 
which  the  commodore  promised. 

To-day  we  have  been  with  M.  Kicot  on  board  oneof  the  cutters,  where 
we  found  the  two  captains,  Messrs.  de  hi  Laune  an<l  do  la  I'ourdonnoie, 
who  received  us  with  all  the  cordiality  and  manifested  all  the  good-will 
imaginable.  They  do  for  us  what  they  ciin,  and  M.  de  la  Laune  will 
inform  your  excellency  of  it. 

I  ho]>e  to  be  able  to  <lepart  for  Amsterdam  the  morning  after  tonior- 
row,  if  I  can,  without  danger,  be  put  on  shore  to-morrow,  with  the 
satisfaction  of  having  by  my  journey  hither  cleared  up  and  much  accel- 
erated aflairs — in  a  word,  of  having  been  useful.  1  see  no  possibility  of 
being  able  to  write  to  Dr.  Franklin.  lie  can  not,  tlierefore,  know  any- 
thing, nor  consequently  tlie  minister,  except  wliat  your  excellency  shall 
judge  worthy  to  bo  communicatxjd  inyour  dispat-ches,  of  the  contents  of 
my  letters,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  et^., 

Dumas. 


Vaugiiyon  to  Dumas.* 

TiiR  IlAGiTE,  November  12,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  orders  from  the  minister  of  the  niarine 
which  I  must  communicate  to  you,  and  it  is  necessary  that  you  return 
here  immediately.  You  will  please  to  say  to  Mr.  Jones  that  he  ought 
not  to  set  sail  before  I  haveimparted  to  iilm  the  iiiKtructions  which  have 
l)een  sent,  as  it  will  bo  necessary  to  suspend  his  dei)arture  till  a  new 
onler,  but  not  to  lose  an  instant  in  hastening  the  repairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

TlIR  Due   DFi   LA   VAUaUYON. 
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Dutnaa  to  Vauguyon.* 

I^OYEMUBR  13,  1779. 

Sir:  Ye8tord<iy  I  was  at  the  Texel,  with  tho  commouore,  to  adjust 
aflairs  with  a  coniiuissioiier  of  tho  admiralty  as  to  tho  light-houso  du«('8, 
so  as  to  satisfy  everybody;  but  tliis  morning  the  Dutch  vice-admiml 
sought  me,  in  his  boat,  to  repeat  to  uio  wliat  he  hsul  already  said  to  tdo 
commodore,  that  he  ought  to  depart  with  the  iirst  good  wind ;  iu  ecu- 
sequence,  I  have  been  with  Captain  Bicot  and  the  commandant  of  the 
Scarborough  on  board  of  tlie  French  cutter  to  adjust  things,  of  wkiok 
1  will  give  a  verbal  account  to  your  excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas 


Reception  of  the  French  Minister  by  Congress,  t 

In  Congress,  November  17, 1779. 

According  to  order  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  wns  introduced  )!>y 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris,  tho  two  members  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  being  seated  in  his  chair,  the  secretary  of  the  embassy 
delivered  to  the  President  a  sealed  letter  from  his  most  Christian  maj- 
esty in  the  terms  following: 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  TO  CONGRESS. 

To  our  dear  great  friends  and  allies  tho  President  and  members  of  the 
general  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Very  dear  great  friouh  and  allies : 

The  bad  state  of  he<ilth  of  M.  Gerard,  our  minister  plenipotentia;fy 
to  you,  having  laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  a  recall,  \7e 
have  made  choice  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  a  colonel  in  our  serv- 
ice, to  supply  his  place.  We  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  agreoalile 
to  you,  and  that  you  will  repose  entire  confidence  in  him.  We  pniy 
you  to  give  full  credit  to  all  he  shall  sjvy  to  you  on'  our  behalf,  especially 
when  he  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  wishes  for  your  pros- 
perity, as  well  as  the  constancy  of  our  aft'cction  and  our  friendship  for 
the  United  States  iu  general  and  for  each  one  of  them  in  particular. 

We  pray  God  to  keep  you,  our  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies,  iu 
Ilis  holy  protection. 

Done  at  Versailles  the  31st  of  May,  1779. 
Your  good  friend  and  ally, 

Lours. 
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Tho  corciiionial  of  tlie  introduction  of  M.  ile  la  Ln/.erne  to  Congress  was  tlio  saino 
as  had  been  adopted  in  the  ease  of  M.  Gerard.— Si*ai:ks. 
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The  minister  being  announced,  lie  addressed  Congress  in  tlie  follow- 
ing 8i)eech : 

[Translation.] 

Oentlemen:  The  wisdom  and  courage  which  have  founded  your 
republic,  the  prudence  which  presides  over  your  deliberations,  your 
firmness  in  execution,  the  skill  and  valor  displayed  by  your  generals 
and  soldiers  during  the  course  of  the  war,  have  attracted  the  admira- 
tion and  regard  of  the  whole  world. 

The  king,  my  master,  was  the  first  to  acknowledge  a  liberty  acquired 
amidst  so  many  perils  and  with  so  much  glory.  Since  treaties  dictated 
by  moderation  have  fixed  upon  a  permanent  basis  the  union  of  France 
with  the  American  republic,  his  majesty's  whole  conduct  must  have 
demonstrated  how  dearly  ho  cherishes  your  prosperity,  and  his  firm 
resolution  to  maintain  your  independence  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
The  events  which  have  successively  unfolded  themselves  show  the 
wisdom  of  those  measures.  A  powerful  ally  has  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  those  motives  which  had  compelled  the  king  to  take  arms, 
and  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  the  most  solid  success  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  united  fieets.  The  naval  force  of  the  enemy  has  been  di- 
verted from  your  continent,  compelled  to  flee  to  the  defense  of  their 
own  possessions.  All  their  efforts  have  been  too  feeble  to  prevent  our 
troops  from  conquering  a  considerable  part.  Other  British  islands 
feared  the  same  lot,  when  the  French  general  stopped  the  current  of 
his  success  to  seek  new  dangers  here.  In  conforming  to  his  majesty's 
intentions,  he  has  acceded  to  his  own  inclinations,  to  the  desires  of  the 
French,  and  to  the  request  of  Mio  Americans,  who  invited  him  to  join 
his  arms  to  those  of  your  republic.  Events  have  not  completely  an- 
swered his  courage  and  his  efforts,  but  his  blood  ami  that  of  my  coun- 
trymen, shed  in  a  ciiuse  so  dear  to  us,  has  cemented  the  basis  on  which 
the  alliance  is  founded,  and  impressed  on  it  a  cliaracter  as  indelible  as 
are  all  those  by  which  it  is  already  consecrated. 

That  alliance,  gentlemen,  becomes  daily  more  indissoluble,  and  the 
benefits  which  the  two  nations  derive  from  it  have  given  it  the  most 
perfect  consistency. 

The  relations  of  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  the  king,  my 
master,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United  States  continually 
multiply,  and  we  may  already  perceive,  in  spite  of  those  obstacles  which 
embarrass  the  reciprocal  communication,  how  natural  it  is,  how  advan- 
tageous it  will  be  to  the  two  nations,  and  all  who  participate  in  it,  and 
how  much  the  monopolizing  spirit,  the  jealous  attention  and  prohibitory 
edicts  of  the  enemy  to  your  freedom,  have  been  prejudicial  to  your 
happiness.  It  is  under  these  circumstances,  gentlemen,  that  the  king 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  his  minister  plenipotentiary  to  your 
republic.  You  have  seen  in  the  letter  which  1  had  just  now  the  honor 
to  deliver  from  him  fresh  assurances  of  his  friendship.  1  consider  as 
the  happiest  circumstance  of  my  life  a  mission,  in  the  course  of  which 
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1 .1)11  certain  oT  fiillilHii};  my  diitj  w)icii  I  Inbor  i'nr  your  prosperity,  ai 
I  felicitate  inyKolf  ii]mii  l>ning  scut  to  a  nsitioii  whose  interests  are 
iiitiiiintely  blcinled  with  our  own,  that  I  can  be  uscrul  neitlier  to  Fran 
nor  tlio  American  republic  witbont  roiidcring  myself  agreeable  both 
the  one  and  the  otiior. 

It  wan  certainly  deaiiitblo  that  the  afl'airs  with  wliich  I  am  charg< 
hful  renminbi  in  tlio  hands  of  tltat  enlightened  niiiiistor  whom  1  BDCce< 
and  whoso  hcjilbti  ci)iii|icl8  him  to  retnni  to  France.  I  liave  not  li 
nbilitioH,  but,  like  liirn,  I  have  an  nnbonudcd  zeal  for  the  welfare  ai 
sncccss  of  the  common  cause.  Xiiko  him,  J  am  directed  to  concur 
everything  which  can  bo  nseful  or  agreeable  to  your  republic.  I  ha 
the  same  attacbmunt  to  the  people  whom  you,  Keutleinen,  represer 
and  tlie  sanio  admiration  of  their  condnct.  I  have  the  most  ferve 
wish  to  give  you  tlic  proof  of  it,  and  1  hojie  by  those  different  titles 
merit  your  cunlidcuce  and  your  esteem. 

LuzBBNB. 

Tim  tranRlntion  of  the  foregoing  speech  being  reati  to  tbo  house  1 
the  seciet.'iry  of  CotigrcRs,  tiic  President  returned  tlie  following answc 

Sir  :  Tho  early  attention  of  our  good  friend  and  ally  to  these  Uniti 
States  is  gratefully  felt  by  all  tlieir  Tirtnous  citizens,  and  wo  shou 
bo  unfaithful  representatives  if  wo  did  not  warmly  acknowledge  eve 
instance  of  his  regard,  and  t-ake  every  ojiportnnity  of  expressing  tl 
allacbmeutof  onr  constitueiits  to  treaties  formed  n])ou  tho  purest  pri 
ci|iles. 

Uis  most  ("iliristian  mnjesty  in  rendering  himself  a  protector  of  tl 
rightji  of  manhiiid  boc^inn  entitled  to  assistance  from  the  frieinis 
miiii.  This  title  could  not  Imt  bo  recoguiwd  by  a  monarch  whose  di 
dem  is  adorned  with  c'luity  and  tnitli.    That  monarcli,  by  joining  li 
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force,  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  That  they  liare  not  been 
still  more  beneflcial  is  to  be  attributed  to  those  incidents  which,  in  the 
hand  of  Providence,  determine  all  human  events,  lint  our  disappoint- 
inent  is  compensated  by  reflecting  on  the  i)erfect  harmony  that  subsisted 
between  the  generals  and  the  troops  of  the  two  nations. 

The  prosperous  course  of  this  campaign  gives  a  pleasing  hope  that 
t'he  moment  of  peace  may  soon  arrive,  when  the  reciprocation  of  mutual 
good  offices  shall  amply  recompense  our  mutual  lalK>i*s  and  cares,  and 
we  doubt  not  but  in  that  moment  the  commerce  between  the  allied 
nations,  now  struggling  under  great  inconveniences,  will  shoot  forth 
with  vigor  and  nd  van  tsi^gc,  and  happilj*  demonstrate  tlie  injuries  we  once 
suffereil  from  the  restraints  of  our  enemies. 

While  we  lament,  sir,  tlio  h)Rs  of  your  worthy  pre<lccei»sor,  we  are 
led,  from  your  personal  chara<*.ter,  to  the  pleasing  expectation  that  you 
will  iK)ssess  that  confidence  and  esteem  which  he  enjo^^ed.  They  are 
due  to  the  servant  of  our  benefiictor.  We  are  ha[)py  in  his  choice,  and 
being  thoroughly  convinced  of  tiie  intimate  connection  between  the  in- 
terests and  views  of  the  allied  nations,  we  can  not  but  persuade  our- 
selves that  the  more  attentively  you  shall  perform  your  duty  to  your 
sovereign  and  the  more  sednhmsly  you  shall  guard  and  ])romote  the 
welfare  of  your  country,  the  more  agree;ible  and  resi)ec table  you  will 
render  yourself  to  the  citissens  of  America. 

Samukl  Huntington, 

Prcsiflent. 

Vaitguyon  to  Dnmas.* 

Amstkiidam,  Novcml^cr  17, 1770. 

Sir:  They  write  mo  from  The  Hagiie  that  the  states  of  Holland 

ailopted  ye>«terday,  by  a  majority,  a  resolution  t^  compc^l  Mr.  tlones  to 

departs    I  inform  you  of  it  that  you  may  lose  no  time  in  returning  to 

the  Texel  and  executing  the  necessary  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  etc., 

The  Dtto  dk  l\  Vauguyon. 


Deanc  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

PiiiLADKLPinA,  November  23,  1779. 

Sir:  As  1  have  received  no  answer  to  my  memorial  of  the  lOtli  of 
August  last,  I  conclude  none  will  be  given,  and  consc(|ncntly  that  I 
am  laid  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  Europe  in  the  best  manner 
I  can  and  at  my  own  expense. 

I  must  confess  that,  when  1  reflect  on  the  part  I  have  .acted  and  the 
returns  made  me  for  my  services,  1  have  nothing  but  the  consciousness 
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of  liiiviiig  doiio  my  duly  to  1113'  country  vitli  zcnl  ami  iiitegrit;  and 
liariiig  been  HiicccKKfid  in  tlie  i»i[>orbiiit  nUiiiro  I  eugagod  iu  to  BOppt: 
rnc.  I'rovions  to  my  0111  barking,  pbrmit  mo  to  nssure  Oougross  th 
my  respect  for  tlic-tii  as  tlio  reproficiitative  body  of  these  States  la  n 
)ctisi!ii(<d,  nnr  tny  ■/,vn]  for  t)io  nnrvicc,  proH[)(>rity,  mid  liappiiieHS  of  ri 
RouiiUy  iilintcd  by  the.  titiatuioiit  I  hnvo  met  witli.  Tbe  Qzi)eiine 
tiiiiii  iind  money  wliicli  1  linve  BiilTeretl  by  my  detention  in  tbis  cil 
wiib  llie  fiirtlier  ex^teiiso  I  nm  iiow  iiiinvoidubly  forced  to  innke,  fi 
licHvy  on  tbo  Kiiiall  remains  of  a  very  modorAte  fortune ;  bnt  ns  I  go 
vindicate  what  in  cleiiror  to  mo  than  eitlicr  lifo  or  fortune,  my  honor  ni 
character,  as  the  faitbfid  Hcrvnnt  nf  these  States,  and  conlideut  th 
ill  dotnt;  this  I  nliail  render  essential  services  to  my  coiititry,  I  cbet 
fully  Rnhmit. 

On  tlio  2(iUi  of  Auf^nst  Inst  I  received  au  order  on  the  Continent 
treasurer,  signed  by  Joseph  Noiirse,  for  teu  thousand  live  hmidred  d< 
lars  said  to  bo  in  full  consideration  a/  my  Mtne  and  expemes  during  t 
allenilancc  on  Congrcxx  from  tlie  ith  0/  June,  1778,  until  theOth  day 
August  last. 

I  mean  not  tbo  Iciist  disrespect  to  that  lionorable  body,  nor  do  I  f< 
tlie  slifThtcRt  emotions  of  resentment  towards  those  of  them  w 
ojtpoRod  tlie  grnnl  even  of  tbat  sum  to  me,  but  tho  same  feelings  wbi 
promjit  me  to  farther  sncridces  forbid  my  acceptance  of  a  sum  so  i 
adequate  to  my  actual  expenses,  and  confident  tbat  the  day  is  not  f 
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aud  22cl  of  July  last,  procoeiliug  from  tbeiu  that  have  been  couiuiuui- 
csited  to  him  by  Iiih  Gatholic  majesty,  my  ma8tci''s  ministry,  to  instruct 
aud  represent  to  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  of  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  America  to  attend  to  each  of  the  respectable  members 
by  whom  it  is  formed  of  the  following  i>articulars : 

That  having,  the  said  majesty,  employed  all  the  prudent  and  best 
endeavors  tliat  always  dictates  his  regards  towards  pesico  and  good  to 
mankind  to  terminate  the  war  between  Franco  ami  J«)ngland,  he  has 
seen  that  this  power  delayed  with  bad  view  and  refused  in  very  im- 
proper terms  accepting  the  just  propositions  which  his  majesty  has 
oflered  in  quality  of  a  powerful  mediator,  and  his  sovereign  suH'erance 
not  been  able  to  keep  any  longer  the  capricious  ends  of  the  court 
of  London,  his  majesty  has  determined  to  declare  war  against  the 
King  of  England,  and  has  ordered  his  subjects  the  publication  of 
it^  with  the  greiitest  formality  and  solemnity,  in  all  his  royal  dominions, 
and  acconlingly  was  published  in  the  town  of  Havana  the  22d  of  July 
last. 

Having  been  offered  by  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  the  con- 
quest or  taken  of  the  town  of  St.  Augustiu,  of  Florida,  and  deliver  it  to 
Spain,  it  is  encharged  to  me  to  inspire  and  request  said  conquest,  as 
well  as  by  the  imi>ortance  of  its  issue,  as  to  csUI  by  that  part  the  atten- 
tion of  the  English,  to  the  end  that  they  may  not  employ  their  strength 
in  the  defense  of  Pensacola,  the  Mobila,  and  ports  at  Mississippi,  against 
who  have  alrcsidy  begun  the  hostility  by  the  arms  of  his  Catholic  maj- 
esty under  command  of  the  governor-general  of  Luciaua. 

In  the  same  manner,  to  enable  the  governor  and  captain-generc'vl  of 
Havana  to  direct  his  operations  according  to  the  strength  under  his 
command,  1  am  desired  to  let  him  know  in  what  time  and  with  what 
force  by  sea  and  by  land  will  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  be 
able  to  undertake  the  conquest  or  acquisition  of  St.  Augustin,  of  Flor- 
ida. 

Likewise  it  is  wished  that  the  honorable  Congress  should  endeavor 
to  attract  the  conquest  of  the  territories  in  the  possession  of  the  English 
on  the  back  of  the  province  of  Luciana  and  its  neighborhood,  and  sis 
for  the  better  exit  of  the  enterprise  great  deal  may  contribute  the 
directions  that  the  governor-general  of  Luciana  may  give.  It's  wished 
to  know  the  intentions  of  the  honorable  Congress,  to  connnunicate  them 
to  that  of  the  Havana,  to  the  end  that  this  should  send  them  to  that  of 
the  Luciana,  for  him  to  call  for  the  plan  of  oi>eration.s,  that  said  enter- 
prise may  be  facilitated ;  to  which  end  said  governor  of  Luciana  will  do 
everything  in  concord  with  what  will  lay  in  his  power. 

Also  could  wish  the  said  ca[)t(aingeneral  of  Havana  to  be  informed 
with  what  kind  of  provisions  and  productions  of  these  United  States 
could  abundantly  be  supplied  the  said  town  and  island  of  Cuba,  as 
likewise  the  rest  of  his  majesty's  possessions  in  America,  to  the  end 
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that  witb  i'lill  kiiowlcilgo  of  all  may  be  directed  in  future  plants  or  proj- 
ects that  may  bo  intended. 

N.  B. — To  facilitate  the  easier  way  to  instruct  the  honorable  Oongross 
of  the  iircceding  rcpresenUition,  and  that  tlicy  should  resolve  what  may 
think  proper,  enclosed  is  a  translation  in  English. 


MiraUes  to  Luzerne.* 
[TraiiHliitioii.] 

Pjiiladelpiiia,  Ifovembcr  25, 1779. 

Sir:  1  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  on  the22d  instaut 
two  letters  which  I  received  from  the  governor-general  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  dated  the  13th  and  the22d  of  July  last,  lie  informs  me,  by  order 
of  the  king,  my  nn^t<3r,  that  the  declaration  of  war  against  the  King  of 
Great  Britiiin  made  by  his  nmjesty  was  solemnly  published  at  Havana 
on  the  22d  of  the  said  month  of  July,  and  he  requests  me  to  ask  for  the 
co-operation  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  measures,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  I  am  now  to  have  the  honor  of  recalling  to  your  recol- 
lection. 

The  honorable  Congress  having  formerly  proposed  to  lay  siege  to  the 
town  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida,  in  order  to  restore  it,  in  case  of 
success,  to  the  troops  of  his  Catholic  nnijosty,  I  am  ordered  to  urge  the 
said  Congress  to  direct  the  <n>rms  of  the  Unit'Cd  Stiites  against  that 
place,  in  the  hope  that  this  diversion  will  give  powerful  sissistance  to 
those  which  the  forces  of  the  king  have  made  by  their  attack  on  Pen- 
Sivcola,  and  that,  consequently,  the  English  troops  may  be  more  readily 
driven  from  the  territory  of  the  American  republics.  I  am  to  inform 
the  governor-general  of  llavana  at  what  time  the  honorable  Congress 
will  be  able  to  undertjike  this  conquest,  as  v/ell  as  what  land  and  naval 
forces  that  body  will  be  able  to  employ  in  eft'ecting  it,  in  order  that  the 
Spanish  generals  may  arrange  their  operations  agreeably  to  the  infer- 
uiiition  which  I  shall  transmit  to  them. 

I  am  also  ordered  to  invite  the  honorable  Congress  to  undertake  the 
conquest  of  the  territory  and  the  possessions  held  by  the  English  to  the 
northeast  of  Louisiana;  and  as  the  governor  of  that  province  may,  by 
his  experience,  contribute  greatly  to  the  success  of  such  an  enterprise, 
he  is  desirous  of  knowing  the  plan  of  operations  which  Congress  will 
adopt  in  this  alliiir,  in  order  that  on  his  part  he  may  second  it  by  every 
ellort  in  his  i)o\vcr. 

The  governor-general  of  Ilivvana  is  desirous  of  knowing  the  quantity 
and  kind  of  provisions,  productions,  and  supplies  with  which  the  United 
States  of  America  will  be  able  to  assist  Havana  and  the  island  of  Cuba, 
as  well  as  the  other  possessions  of  his  majesty  in  America,  in  order  that 
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he  may  decide,  accordiii^^  to  suck  iuforiiiatiou,  iipun  the  lueabiires  to  be 
adopted  for  procuring  h\s  Biipplies  of  provinioiiH. 

1  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  comnimiicating  these  various  requests  to 
the  honorable  Congress,  which  body  wiis  pleiised  to  ap])oint  three  of  its 
uieuibers  to  coni'er  with  nie  ui)ou  them.  They  dcrJared,  sir,  that  tliey 
should  be  much  gratified  to  see  my  proi^osals  supported  by  you,  and  I 
entreat  you  to  be  pleiwed,  by  your  intervention,  to  give  all  requisite 
weight  to  the  inqmrtance  of  these  great  objects. 

The  sending  as  soon  as  possible  of  such  forces  and  stores  iis  Congress 
shall  think  iiroper  is  of  (lie  greatest  consequence.  Of  equal  inqiortance 
are  the  means  of  securing  their  arrival  at  their  place  of  destination 
with  all  thesecurity  which  circumstances  will  allow.  It  is  then  desirable, 
sir,  that  you  would  have  the  kindness  to  persuade  the  Count  de  Crasse 
to  be  pleased  to  take  them  on  board  of  his  scjusulron  and  to  conduct 
them  under  his  convoy  to  South  Carolinaor  Georgia;  and  the  deputies 
of  Congress  have  desired  me  to  make  this  request  of  you.  I  have 
answered  them,  in  consequence  of  the  communications  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  nuike  to  me,  that  you  had  already  nnule  some  overtures 
to  that  commander  in  relation  to  the  operations  in  which  he  might 
engage,  and  that  you  were  now  expecting  his  answer. 

The  interests  of  our  sovereigns,  sir,  are  so  closely  connected,  the 

independence  and  welfare  of  united  America  are  objects  so  dear  and  so 

important  to  you,  that  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  use  alleiforts  to  secure 

a  compliance  with  the  requests  which  I  have  the  honor  to  malic  of  you 

in  the  name  of  the  king,  my  master,  and  on   the  success  of  which 

depends,  in  a  great  degree,  the  success  of  the  general  operations  of  the 

allied  powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Don  Juan  dk  J\Iikalles. 


Luzerne  to  tiie  President  of  Congress." 

[TraiiHlatiuii.] 

rjiiLADKLniiA,  November  2G,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  of  com- 
mnnicating  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  letter  of  ])on  Juan 
de  Miralles,  containing  sundry  propositions  which  api)ear  to  him  to  de- 
serve the  most  serious  attention.  Altliougli  the  Clievalier  de  la  Luzerne 
has  no  instructions  from  his  Catliolic  majesty,  he  is  too  sensible  of  tlie 
good  understanding  and  intimate  connection  subsisting  between  the 
courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid  not  to  recommend  these  overtures  in 
the  most  pressing  manner  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  great  design  is  to  act  against  tlic  common  enemy,  and  the  more 
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paius  that  arc  taken  to  niiito  the  strokes  aiuioil  against  them  the  more 
certain  will  bo  their  ellects.  As  to  what  regards  the  concurrence  of  the 
royal  ilc<it  in  the  operations  proposed,  the  underwritten  hsis  tlie  honor 
to  observe  that  he  is  entirely  uninformed  touching  the  part  it  will  be 
able  to  take,  lie  hsis,  however,  written  a  letter  to  the  Count  de  Gnisse, 
which  that  commander  will  receive  on  his  arrival  at  Hampton.  As  soon 
as  the  underwritten  shall  have  received  an  answer  and  the  necessary 
information  he  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating 
tliem  to  such  of  the  delegates  as  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint 

LUZEUNE. 


A.  Lee  to  tlie  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.  * 

Paris,  November  30, 1779. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  my  last,  of  the  Gth  and  25th,  some  material 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  British  ministry.  Lord  Bathurst  is 
made  lord  president  of  the  council ;  Lord  Ilillsborough,  secretary  of 
state;  and  Lord  Carlisle  first  lonl  of  trade.  Lord  Gower  and  Lord 
Weymouth  are  out. 

I  comnmnicate  this  change  to  you,  because  it  marks  the  entire  sisceu- 
dency  of  that  influence  which  began  this  war,  and  which  will  assuredly 
continue  it  to  every  extremity.  The  two  ex-ministers  are  chiefs  of  the 
Bedford  l>arty,  which  of  late  has  been  for  peace  with  us. 

I  know  they  are  using  every  means  with  Russia  and  theGerman  princes 
to  procure  troops  against  you,  but  I  can  not  learn  than  they  have  suc- 
ceeded. It  is  impossible  to  say  what  changes  in  the  politics  of  those 
powers  the  very  unexpected  inefticacy  of  this  campaign  may  produce. 
One  thing  is  sure,  that  as  it  confirms  their  credit,  it  will  supply  them 
with  money  and  enable  them  to  continue  the  war  in  a  manner  that  ap- 
peared impossible  six  months  ago.  2^ew  York  and  Charleston,  if  they 
can  compass  the  possession  of  this  latter,  are  the  strongholds  from 
whence  they  purpose  carrying  continual  desolation  and  distress  through 
all  the  States.  The  driving  them  from  New  York  is  therefore  an  object 
of  the  last  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

It  is  certain  that  IloUand  will  remain  neuter,  and  under  that  neutral- 
ity furnish  us  supplies,  and  I  hope  free  from  that  unexampled  extor- 
tion in  price  and  imposition  in  quality  to  which  we  have  been  subject 
from  other  quarters. 

I  still  wait  here  for  instructions,  and  must  repeat  to  Congress  that 
the  refusal  of  Dr.  Franklin  to  furnish  an^^  money  for  my  expenses  should 
I  go  to  Spain  makes  it  necessary,  if  1  am  to  serve,  that  some  other 
means  of  supplying  me  should  bo  adopted;  and  I  beg  it  may  be  with 
a  sum  fixed,  that  future  discussions  and  disputes  may  be  avoided. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 
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Lnseme  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Traiislulioii.] 

Philadelphia,  December  6, 1770. 

Sir  :  The  niidersignod,  uiiuister  pleuipoteiitiary  of  Frauce,  has  tbo 
honor  of  informing  Congress  that  he  has  received  from  St.  Domingo 
intelligence  of  the  capture  of  the  Oreyhound  by  eight  American  sailors. 
He  annexes  a  summary  of  some  facts  relative  to  this  captnre. 

In  the  terms  of  the  intelligence  given  on  the  4th  of  Angust  of  the 
present  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  of  Port  Paix,  "the  eight 
American  sailors,  having  taken  the  said  schooner  without  being  pro- 
vided with  any  commission,  have  been  sent  back  before  Congress,  m 
order  that  this  affair  may  be  decided  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
their  country." 

The  undersigned  minister  is,  then,  desirous  that  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  inform  him  what  use  they  shall  judge  i)roper  to  make  of  the 
thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  livres,  ten  sols  which 
remain  in  the  registry  of  the  admiralty  of  Port  Paix;  whether  it  be 
thought  proper  that  this  sum  should  be  remitted  to  the  agent  of  Con- 
gress at  St.  Domingo,  in  order  that  ho  may  transmit  it  to  the  eight 
men  interested  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  fit,  or  whether  Congress 
shall  adopt  an  entirely  different  mode  of  proceeding.  The  Chevalier 
do  la  Luzerne  will  hasten  to  communicate  to  the  commandants  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo  whatever  resolution  may  have  lieen  adopted,  in 
order  that  they  may,  without  delay,  make  arrangements  accordingly. 
The  undersigned  would  have  wished  to  spare  Congress  the  detail  of 
this  affair  by  addressing  himself  directly  to  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Khode  Island,  in  order  to  ascertsiin  their  intentions;  but  the 
intelligence  upon  which  the  order  of  the  general  and  intendant  of  St- 
Domingo  has  intervened  obliges  the  parties  to  come  before  Congress; 
besides,  this  form  is  the  best  adapted  to  prevent  all  delays,  and  to 
cause  this  money  to  arrive  promptly  at  the  destination  which  shall  bo 
determined  upon. 

Luzerne. 


J.  Adams  to  Franklin,  t 

Ferrol,  jncceinher  8,  17.70. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that.  Congress 
having  judged  it  proper  to  appoint  me  to  a  new  mission  in  Europe,  1 
embarked  on  the  13th  of  November,  at  the  iustance  of  the  Chevalier 
do  la  Luzerne  and  M.  Gerard,  on  board  the  same  frigate  that  carried 
me  to  America.  Soon  after  we  got  to  sea  a  formidable  leak  in  the  ship 
discovered  itself,  so  as  to  oblige  us  to  keep  two  pumps  constantly  going 
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by  iii{;lit  nml  diiy,  nliicb  iiuluceil  the  cuptaiu  to  tUinb  it  nocossary 
j)nt  into  tilts  place,  wlicro  we  bare  jnst  now  cost  anchor.  Wbetfaei 
Kliikll  (^0  to  r»riB  by  htiid  or  wait  for  the  frigate  ia  uncertain ;  I  belie' 
the  former,  na  the  latter  might  detain  me  four  or  five  weekB.  I  ha' 
(liapiitchos  for  your  excellency  fh)m  Congress,  which  I  shall  carry  wi 
me,  iiiid  iiCivspiijicrFi,  Those  latter  contain  littlo  remarkable  save  t1 
evacuation  of  Itliode  iRlund  by  the  enemy,  and  the  Oouut  d'Estaini 
piogrcsa  ii)  Ueorgi:i,  in  coiiiwration  with  Goiioral  Lfucoln,  wbicb.  w: 
ill  a  fair  course  of  aucccss. 

1  hope  the  Confederacy,  which  sailed  from  Philadelphia  three  or  foi 
weeks  before  im,  with  KI.  Oerard  and  Mr.  Jny,  who  is  appointed  inioi 
tor  plenipotentiary  for  Spain,  has  happily  arriveil,  and  made  it  none 
cftaary  for  me  to  enlarge  iit>ou  the  geueral  state  of  affairs  in  Amerlc 
which  nei'O  u[)on  the  whole  in  a  favorable  traiu.  I  hope  to  have  t1 
honor  of  saluting  you  at  Tossy  in  a  few  weeks. 

And  aiu,  with  great  ros|>cot,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hamble  servat 

John  Aoijis, 


FtankUn  to  VergsuivB.* 

Passt,  Decemher  8, 1770. 
Sir:  Ab  Biiron  do  Iloltzendorff  has  thought  fit  to  trouble  youre 
ceilency  with  a  memorial  to  me  relating  to  his  affairs,  and  complaii 
highly,  08  1  understand,  of  the  CoDgress  and  of  me,  I  beg  leave  to  6 
quaint  you  wilh  a  few  circumstances  in  oiir  vindication,  moat  of  whii 
I  have  from  himaelf  in  one  of  his  former  papers. 

nir.  Deane,  soon  after  his  arrival  here,  is  said  to  have  encourage 

upon  strong  recommendations  made  (o  bim,  a  great  number  of  ofBee 

r  to  Aiiioricii,  aiivaiicing  thciu  money  to  bear  tliei 
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A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  December  8, 1779. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  King  of 
England's  speech  to  his  Parliament,  and  a  memorial  from  his  ambassa- 
dor at  The  Hague,  demanding  assistance  from  the  United  Provinces.   It 
is  not  probable  he  will  obtain  it. 

The  speech  shows,  what  I  before  wrote  you  was  resolved  in  the  Brit- 
ish cabinet,  a  determination  to  continue  the  war.  His  total  silence 
about  alliances  seems  as  if  he  had  not  formed  any,  which  I  believe  to 
be  the  fact. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.! 

The  Hague,  December  9, 1779. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  IGtli  and  17th  of  ITovember,  the  French  ambas- 
sador having  given  us  a  meeting  at  Amsterdam,  apprised  us  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  king,  to-wit,  that  the  cruise  should  terminate  at  the  Toxel, 
and  that  the  prizes  should  be  conducted  into  Franco  by  two  French 
captains  of  the  squadron.  Captain  Jones,  on  his  part,  had  an  order 
from  Dr.  Franklin  to  go  on  board  the  Alliance.  On  the  18th  and  19th 
we  returned  to  the  Texel.  The  followiug  days  we  effected  these  changes. 
The  Dutch  vice-admiral  (a  decided  tory,  who  had  succeeded  the  brave 
Gai)taiu  Biemersma,  a  good  republican  and  a  friend  to  the  Americans) 
perceived  it,  and  disturbed  us  very  much,  particularly  after  having 
received  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  November  and  the  instructions 
of  his  court  on  this  subject. 

Every  day  he  pressed  and  threatened  us,  though  the  wind  was  always 
contrary.  On  the  24th  of  November,  among  others,  the  officer  second 
in  command  came  to  read  to  us  a  i)aper,  which  he  afterwards  put  in  his 
pocket.  I  had  anticipated  the  contents,  and  made  on  my  part  a  writ- 
ing which  I  likewise  read  to  him,  as  follows: 

"The  commodore  loses  not  a  moment  in  providing  for  his  departure 
with  the  first  good  wind  in  his  vessel  the  AWmncc,  and  he  will  give  the 
signal  for  departure  to  the  others,  which  will  follow  him  if  they  can. 
He  thinks  ho  can  not  give  a  stronger  proof  of  his  respect  for  the  reso- 
lution of  their  high  mightinesses.  Thus  the  thre<ats  of  the  vice-admiral 
are  superfluous,  and  against  the  very  terms  of  this  resolution  of  their 
high  mightinesses.  He  can  not  go  on  board  any  other  vessel  than  the 
Alliance  without  counteracting  the  designs  of  his  superiors. 

"As  to  the  prizes,  the  placard  of  1750,  and  of  course  the  designs  of 
their  high  mightinesses,  are  scrupulously  observed,  in  that  they  have 
not  disposed  of  or  changed  anything,  and  that  when  they  depart  they 
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may  bo  recaj)liirc(t.  I  i'U(|iiire  for  the  firtiiru  every  order  or  threat 
wribiiif;,  ill  oritur  to  Kuiid  uopiott  to  tlio  frcuoml  Ooiigresa  aad  to  C 
Fn  ink  I  in." 

November  28. — liaviiig  sout  i^niii  to  liostoii  ii9,  I  mnde  liim  confe 
witli  a  loiiil  vi)i<K«,  ill  iireaeuco  of  our  crow  ami  of  liie  own  rowers,  tU 
lie  rtKiiiirecl  lui  iiiiiiossibillty ;  a  declaration  wbioli  I.  mule  tlie  pilot  8i| 
lifter w II rd a.    TLeii  lio  let  us  alone  diiriiii;  teu  days. 

December  8. — Tlie  wind  appearing  favorable,  his  officer  fouudns  real 
to  depart;  but  t)io  \Tiiid  cliaugiiig,  it  wiis  ueuessary  to  cast  auob 
again  after  it  bsul  been  already  weigbcd. 

l!y  tbo  extraut  of  llio  resolution  of  tbo  26tb  Novemlter  you  will  k 
geiitlcinon,  tbnt  tlin  HtiwIttioUler  bad  taken  on  himself  to  apply  to  tl 
A  Uiaace  only  what  bad  been  resolved  in  regard  to  the  whole  squadro 
and  cBpccinlly  to  tlio  prizes,  tlint  tlie  States- General  have  approved 
and  tiiat  tbiiFi  tlicy  have  thought  tbey  uiigbt  dispense  with  cousuttii 
the  province  of  Holland  on  this  now  ease.  Tbey  are  not  content  wi 
tliia  arbitrary  proeediiie,  and  will  make  new  protests,  copies  of  whii 
they  have  proiniRcd  to  furnisli  me.  The  others,  on  their  side,  appear 
think  that  tiiey  have  gone  too  far,  aa  may  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  tl 
vice-admiral,  which  cortaiuly  is  not  written  without  order.  As  to  tl 
arningeinent  made  on  tbo  ICth  and  17th,  I  suspeiid  ray  opinion  till  1 6< 
where  the  whole  will  end.  lint  1  highly  aiiplauded  Mr.  Jones  for  havii 
"uawercd  the  Dutch  iidniiral  us  he  djil. 
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had  S6iz6(1|  as  is  moro  fully  related  in  the  registers  under  date  of  the  29th  of  last 
inontby  it  has  been  resolved  aud  determined  to  answer  the  aforesaid  memorial  of  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke  that  upon  the  reiterated  iiistancns  wbicli  the  ambassador  has  made,  by 
order  of  his  court,  for  the  seiznre  and  restitution  of  tlio  ships  Scrajfis  and  Counte$8  of 
SoarboroHght  aa  well  as  for  the  release  of  the  crews  of  said  vessels,  which  a  certain 
Paul  Jones  has  taken,  and  with  which  he  has  entered  into  the  road  of  the  Texel,  their 
high  mightinesses  have  repeatedly  taken  into  mature  consideration  all  the  circuui- 
stances  of  this  affair,  aud  they  find  themselves  nnder  the  necessity  of  requesting  his 
majesty  to  consent  that  their  high  mightinesses  should  persist  in  their  ancient  maxim, 
which  is  thnt,  without  interfering  in  any  decision  upon  the  legality  or  illegality  of 
prizes  brought  into  their  ports  they  should  compel  them  to  put  to  sea,  their  high 
mightinesses  Judging  that  this  maxim  itself  is  founded  on  treaties. 

''  But  for  evident  proof  that  they  do  not  desire  that  any  supplies  may  be  furnished 
firom  this  country  to  the  inhabitants  of  his^m^jesty's  American  Colonies,  they  gave 
orders  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Paul  Jones  that  he  should  not  bo  furnished  with 
any  munitions  of  war  or  other  articles,  except  those  of  which  he  would  have  need  in 
order  to  put  to  sea  and  reach  the  nearest  port  in  which  he  might  be  admitted.  That 
their  high  mightinesses  will  also  give  orders  that  he  set  sail  ns  soon  as  his  vessels  can 
rut  to  sea  and  when  wind  and  weather  will  permit,  aud  even  will  compel  him,  in 
ease  it  should  be  required.  That  their  high  mightinesses  are  assured  that  it  will  be 
evident  thereby  that  they  persist  invariably  in  the  declaration  made  to  his  majesty, 
'that  they  desire  to  do  nothing  from  which  it  m!ght  lawfully  be  inferred  that  they 
reoognize  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  of  his  majesty  in  America ; '  and  that  they 
grant  to  Paul  Jones  neither  supplies  nor  harbor,  but  that,  following  solely  the  treat- 
ment which  they  have  at  all  times  been  accustomed  to  give  to  those  who  come  into 
their  roads  to  obtain  for  a  time  shelter  against  the  disasters  of  the  sea,  they  do  not 
concern  themselves  with  what  passes  on  the  sea;  and  without  taking  cognizance  of 
it,  they  leave  and  cause  to  be  roKtored  everything  to  the  state  in  which  it  was  a  short 
time  before  the  vessels  came  into  the  country.  That  their  high  mightinesses  flatter 
themselves  that  his  majesty  and  the  Eugllsh  nation,  for  whom  their  high  mighti- 
nesses have  all  iioasible  respect,  will  be  satisfied  with  these  dispositions,  without  in- 
sisting further  on  the  claim  they  Ikivc  made. 

"That  an  extract  from  the  resolution  of  their  high  mightinesses  will  be  sent  to  Sir 
Joseph  Yerke  by  the  agont,  Vander  Durcli  de  Spierinxhoek. 

"That,  moreover,  directions  shall  bo  given  to  the  college  of  admiralty  at  Amster- 
dam to  cause  it  to  be  signified  and  made  known  to  Paul  Jones  that  their  high  mighti- 
nesses are  assured  that,  having  only  put  In  to  place  his  injured  vessels  in  shelter  from 
the  dangers  of  the  sea,  there  has  been  sunicient  time  to  put  them  in  condition  for 
sea,  aud  thut  couKequently  they  desire  that  he  should  make  sail  as  soon  as  possible, 
when  the  wind  and  weather  shall  be  favorable,  and  withdraw  from  this  country, 
forasmuch  as  their  high  mightinesses  can  not  permit  him  to  continue  here  and  as  the 
season  of  winter,  which  ii  approaching,  may  create  greater  inconveniences  in  this 
respect;  so  that  to  avoid  thom  it  is  necessary  that  he  allow  no  favorable  opportunity 
to  escape  of  putting  to  sea.  That  this  Is  the  serious  intention  of  their  high  mighti- 
nesses, and  that  they  can  not  dolay ;  but  if  ho  should  not  comply,  it  would  oblige 
them  to  take  measures  that  would  not  be  agreeable  to  him. 

"That,  however,  to  allow  no  nuHtake  on  this  point  and  to  prevent  delays,  his 
serene  highness  will  be  required,  aud  he  is  hereby  required,  to  give  orders  to  Vice- 
Adniiral  Reynst,  or  to  the  olhcer  commaiuling  in  tho  roadstead  of  the  Texel,  to  elVect 
with  all  possible  discretion  that  the  aforesaid  Paul  Jones  depart  with  his  prizes  as 
soon  as  wind  aud  weather  will  permit;  not  to  admit  any  delay  in  this  respect  that 
tho  nature  of  the  case  docs  not  require,  and  to  provide,  if  nerd  bo,  by  all  suitable 
means,  not  excepting  force,  that  tho  orders  of  their  high  mightiuesses  be  executed  in 
tho  roadstead." 

I  have  the  bouor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Ferbol,  December  11, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  on  the  13tli  of  Noveiu- 
ber  I  embarked  on  board  the  French  frigate  La  Sensible^  and  on  the 
14th  came  on  board  Mr.  Francis  Dana,  the  secretary  to  my  commission, 
when  we  fell  down  to  King's  Roads,  and  on  the  15th  sailed  for  France. 

A  leak  was  soon  discovered  in  the  ship,  which  obliged  ns  to  ply  the 
pumps ;  as  it  seemed  a  steady  leak,  it  gave  little  alarm  at  first,  but  contin- 
uing to  increase  to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  two  pumps  incessantly  nee* 
essary  night  and  day,  obliging  the  passengers  to  take  their  turns  in  com- 
mon with  the  sbii)'s  people,  the  captain  judged  it  necessary  to  make  the 
first  port  hecx)uld  find.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  December,  we  happily 
discovered  Gape  FinisterrCi  and  on  the  8th  arrived  in  the  magnificent 
Spanish  port  of  Ferrol^  where  we  found  a  squadron  of  French  ships  of 
the  line,  the  officers  of  which  think  we  were  very  happy  in  making  this 
port,  as  the  frigate,  since  she  has  been  in  this  harbor,  is  found  to  make 
seven  or  eight  feet  of  water  an  hour. 

The  advice  of  all  of  the  gentlemen  here  is  to  make  the  best  of  my  way 
to  Paris  by  land,  ns  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  the  frigate  will  be 
condemned,  but  if  not,  she  certainly  will  not  be  ready  to  sail  again  from 
this  port  in  less  than  four  or  five  weeks. 

This  is  unfortunate  to  me,  because,  by  all  the  information  I  can  ob 
tain,  traveling  in  this  kingdom  is  attended  with  many  difficulties  and 
delays,  as  well  as  a  very  great  expense,  there  being  no  regular  posts,  as 
in  France,  and  no  possibility  of  passing  over  the  mountainous  part  of 
this  country  in  carriages. 

I  find  there  has  been  no  engagement  in  the  European  seas  between 
the  English  and  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  as  was  re- 
ported in  America.  Tliere  has  been  an  epidemic  sickness  on  board  the 
French  fleet,  which  obliged  them  to  return  rather  sooner  than  was  in- 
tended. There  are  twenty-five  Spanish  ships  of  the  lino  in  Brest  har- 
bor with  the  French.  It  is  reported  that  M.  du  ChauiTault  is  appointed 
commander-in-chief  of  the  French  fleet,  and  that  the  Count  d'Orvilliers 
has  retired. 

Captain  Jones  has  done  another  brilliant  action,  by  taking  a  forty- 
four-gun  ship  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  which  he  carried  into  the 
Texel;  but  I  can  not  learn  the  particulars  with  much  certainty  or  ex- 
actness. 

I  have  been  treated  with  the  utmost  attention  and  politeness  since 
my  arrival  in  this  place  both  by  the  Spanish  and  French  oflicers,  par- 
ticularly by  the  Spanish  lieutenant-general  of  marine,  Don  Joseph  St. 
Vincent,  who  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  marine ;  by  M.  de  Sade,  the 
French  chef  tVcscadre  ;  and  by  the  French  consul  and  vice-consul,  who 
have  all  obligingly  off'ered  me  every  assistance  in  their  power. 
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I  shall  endeavor  to  iiiforin  Congress  of  every  step  of  my  progress  as 
I  may  find  opportunity. 

I  have  heard  nothing  as  yet  which  makes  it  probable  to  me  that  I 
shall  have  any  thing  to  do  openly  and  directly  in  pursuance  of  m}"^  com- 
mission very  speedily.  There  is  a  confused  rumor  here  of  a  media- 
tion of  Bussia  and  UoUand,  but  I  am  persuaded  without  foundation. 
It  seems  to  be  much  more  certain  that  the  English  continue  in  their  old 
ill  humor  and  insolent  language,  notwithstanding  their  impotence  grows 
every  day  more  apparent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


2>umaA  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Afifairs.* 

The  Hague,  December  11, 1770. 
Gentlemen  :  1  send  you  the  following  intelligence  relating  to  further 
proceedings  in  regard  to  Captain  Paul  Jones  : 

Circomstancos  bavlog  changoil  in  regard  to  iho  sqaaclron  of  Pan!  Jonos  in  the 
Toxel,  the  States-General  have  thought  proper  to  suspend  the  eflbct  of  their  resolution 
of  the  19th  of  November  by  auother,  which  their  high  mightinesses  adopted  on  the  26th 
of  the  Bame  month.  It  appears  that  on  the  4th  instant  they  received  a  letter  from 
the  prince  stadtholder,  in  which  his  serene  highness  informs  them  "that,  conform- 
ably to  their  said  resolution  of  the  19th  of  November,  he  had  scut  the  necessary  orders 
to  Vice-Admiral  Reynst,  commauding  in  the  road  of  the  Texel,  that  lie  would  con- 
duct with  all  possible  discretion,  and  that  he  would  effect  by  all  suitable  means,  not 
excepting  even  force,  that  Paul  Jones  should  put  to  sea  with  the  vessels  under  his 
command  and  with  his  prizes.  But  that  after  Paul  Jones  had  declared  he  was  ready 
to  obey  the  orders  of  their  high  mightinesses,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  should  be  in  a  con- 
dition he  would  profit  by  tlio  first  occasion  to  take  the  sea,  it  happened  on  the  25th 
of  November  that  Vice-Adinir.il  Reynst,  having  sent  Captain  Van  Overineer  on  board 
the  Serapis  to  notify  again,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the  commanding  ofllcer  that 
he  mnst  be  provided  with  a  pilot  and  depart  with  the  first  favorable  wind,  ho  was 
answered  that  this  vessel  was  no  longer  commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  but  by  the  French 
captain,  Cottineau  de  Cosgelin,  who  had  taken  possession  in  the  name  of  tlio  King  of 
Franco."  The  prince  stadtlioldor  referred,  besides,  to  the  letter  itself  of  Vico-Admi- 
ral  Reynst,  as  well  as  to  the  pieces  thereto  annexed;  and  hissercno  highness  added) 
"that  in  awaiting  the  final  orders  of  their  high  mightinesses  he  had  X)rovisionally 
written  to  Yice-Admiral  Reynst  not  to  use  force  till  further  orders  in  regard  to  those 
vessels  whose  commanders  should  prove  that  they  were  provided  with  a  commission 
from  the  King  of  France,  the  preceding  orders  remaining,  nevertheless,  in  their  full 
force  in  regard  to  the  Alliance^  actually  commanded  by  Paul  Jones;''  and  that  he  at 
the  same  time  charged  tlio  above-named  vice-admiral  'Uo  take  care  that,  conform- 
ably to  the  placard  of  their  liigli  miglitiiiCHHOsof  the  IJd  of  Novn/nbor,  1750,  none  of  the 
priMoners  who  wcro  not  br ought  into  tin;  lond  on  bonnl  H.iifl  /iliip  Allhinm  hIioiiM  bn 
carried  away  in  this  ship,'*  his  serene  higliiicss  flatteiliig  liiniHcIf  that  th(5lr  high 
mightinesses  would  approve  his  proceedings  in  this  business.  Upon  which  their  high 
mightinesses,  having  deliberated^  immediately  ttianked  the  prince  stadtholder  for  the 
communication  that  his  serene  highness  had  tnadC)  and  approved  in  all  respects  his 
procedure  in  the  affair  of  which  ho  lia<l  written  them,  reserving  to  themselves  a  further 
deliberation  in  the  part  to  bo  taken  on  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 
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Lovell  et  al.,  Committee  of  Foreigu  Affairs,  to  Heury  Laurens.* 

PniLADELPiiiA,  December  11, 1779. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress  you  will  find  that  we  are 
become  more  dependent  upon  your  vigorous  exertions  for  the  ameliorar 
tion  of  our  currency,  than  3'ou  perhaps  expected  when  you  left  Phila- 
delphia. We  think  it  of  so  much  importance  that  you  should  be  early 
ai)prised  of  the  meiisures  determined  upon  respecting  bills  of  exchange, 
that  we  do  not  choose  to  omit  this  good  opportunity  of  conveying  them, 
though  unattended  with  a  full  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  urge 
Congress  to  draw,  more  especially  as  you  are  so  well  enlightened  by 
your  late  presence  in  that  assembly. 

We  are,  with  every  wish  for  your  i)rosi)erity,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 

lloBERT  11.  Livingston. 

William  Houston. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Dumas,  t 

Alliance,  December  13, 1779. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  1  have  receive  your  esteemed  favor  from  Amsterdam. 
I  leave  the  enclosed  letter  for  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin  open  for 
your  perusal,  and  I  also  send  a  copy  of.  my  letter  to  the  Duo  de  la 
Yauguyon.  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  remarks  on  both.  The  occasion 
that  iiroduced  them  was  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  happened  to 
me,  and  language  can  not  express  my  astonishment  svt  so  unworthy  a 
proposition.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 
I  am,  in  cool  blood,  yours, 

John  Paul  Jones. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Franklin,  t 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  13, 1779. 

Hon.  and  Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  excellency's  orders  of  the  Cth  current  respecting  the  prisoners 
taken  in  merchant  ships  and  at  present  on  board  the  Alliance.  And  I 
hope  that  the  within  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon  will 
meet  your  approbation ;  for  I  am  persuaded  that  it  could  never  be  your 

intention  or  wish  that  I  should  be  made  the  fool  to  any  great  11 

whatsoever,  or  that  the  commission  of  America  should  be  overlaid  by 
tlie  dirty  piece  of  parchment  which  I  have  this  day  rejected!  They 
have  played  upon  my  good  nature  too  long  already;  but  the  spell  is  at 
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last  dissolvoil.  Tlioy  would  play  me  oil  with  sissuraiiccs  of  the  personal 
and  particular  esteem  of  the  king,  to  induce  me  to  do  what  would  render 
me  contemptible  oven  in  the  eyes  of  my  own  servants.  Accustomed 
to  speak  untruths  themselves,  they  would  also  have  me  give,  under  my 
baud,  that  I  am  liar  and  a  scoundrel  I  They  are  mistaken,  and  I  could 
tell  them  what  you  did  your  naughty  servant,  **  We  have  too  contempt- 
ible an  opinion  of  one  another's  understanding  to  live  together."  I 
could  tell  them,  too,  that  if  M.  de  G had  not  Uiken  such  sage  pre- 
caution to  keep  me  honest  by  means  of  his  famous  concordat,  and  to 
support  me  by  means  of  so  many  able  colleagues,  these  great  men  would 
not  now  have  been  reduced  to&uch  mean  shifts,  for  the  prisoners  would 
have  been  lande<l  at  Dunkirk  the  day  that  I  entered  the  Texel,  and  I 
should  have  brought  in  double  the  numbers. 

We  hear  that  the  enemy  still  keeps  a  squadron  cruising  off  here ;  but 
this  shall  not  prevent  my  attempts  to  depart  whenever  the  wind  will 
permit.  I  hope  we  have  recovered  the  trim  of  this  ship,  which  was 
entirely  lost  during  the  hist  cruise ;  and  I  do  not  much  fear  the  enemy 
in  the  long  and  dark  nights  of  this  season.  The  ship  is  well  manned 
and  shall  not  be  given  away. 

I  have  sent  to  Congress  three  copies  of  my  late  transactions  in  Europe 
down  to  the  7th  of  this  month,  and  M.  Dunnis  has  undertaken  to  forward 
them. 

I  need  not  tell  you  1  will  do  my  utmost  to  take  prisoners  and  prizes 
in  my  way  from  hence. 

I  am  ever,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  lively  affection  and  esteem, 
your  excellency's  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Paul  Jones. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Vauguyon.* 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  13,  1779. 

My  Lord:  Perhaps  there  are  man}'  men  in  the  world  who  would 
esteem  as  an  honor  the  comniission  that  I  have  this  day  refused.  M3' 
rank  from  the  beginning  knew  no  superior  in  the  marine  of  America; 
how,  then,  must  I  be  humbled  were  1  to  accept  a  letter  of  marque!  I 
should,  my  lord,  esteem  myself  inexcusable  were  I  to  accept  even  a 
commission  of  equal  or  superior  denomination  with  that  I  bear,  unless 
I  were  previously  authorized  either  by  Congress  or  some  other  com- 
]>etent  authority  in  Europe;  and  1  must  tell  you  tiiat  on  my  arrival  at 
Brest  from  my  expedition  in  the  Irish  channel  Count  d'Orvilliers 
oflered  to  procure  for  me  from  court  a  commission  of  capitaine  des  v.iis- 
seaux,  which  I  did  not  then  accept  for  the  same  reason,  although  the 
war  l)etween  France  and  England  was  not  then  begun,  and  of  course 
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tbe  commission  of  France  would  have  protected  mo  from  an  enemy  of 
superior  force. 

It  is  a  matter  of  the  liighest  astonishment  to  me  that,  after  so  many 
compliments  and  fair  professions,  the  court  should  offer  the  present 
insult  to  my  understanding  and  suppose  me  capable  of  disgracing  my 
present  commission.  I  confess  that  I  have  not  merited  all  the  praise 
that  has  been  bestowed  on  my  past  conduct,  but  I  also  feel  that  I  have 
far  less  merited  such  a  reward.  Where  profession  and  practice  are  so 
oi)posite,  I  am  no  longer  weak  enough  to  form  a  wrong  conclusion. 
They  may  think  as  they  please  of  me,  for  where  I  can  not  continue  my 
esteem  praise  or  censure  from  any  man  is  to  me  matter  of  indifference. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  them,  however,  for  having  at  least  fairly  opened 
my  eyes  and  enabled  me  to  discover  truth  from  falsehood. 

The  prisoners  shall  be  delivered  agreeable  to  the  orders  which  you 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  me  from  bis  excellency  the  American 
ambassador  in  France. 

I  will  also,  with  great  pleasure,  not  only  permit  a  part  of  my  seamen 
to  go  on  board  the  ships  under  your  excellency's  orders,  but  I  will  also 
do  my  utmost  to  prevail  with  them  to  embark  freely,  and  if  I  can,  now 
or  hereafter,  by  any  other  honorable  means  facilit>ate  the  success  or  the 
honor  of  his  majesty's  arms,  pledge  myself  to  you,  as  his  ambassador, 
that  none  of  his  own  subjects  would  bleed  in  his  cause  ^ith  greater 
freedom  than  myself,  an  American. 

It  gives  me  more  pain,  my  lord,  to  write  this  letter,  because  the  court 
has  enjoined  you  to  propose  what  would  destroy  my  peice  of  mind  and 
my  future  veracity  in  the  opinion  of  the  world. 

When,  with  the  consent  of  the  court  and  by  order  of  the  American 
ambassador,  I  gave  American  commissions  to  French  oflicers,  I  did  not 
till  up  these  commissions  to  command  privateers,  nor  even  for  a  rank 
equal  to  tliat  of  their  commissions  in  the  marine  of  France;  they  were 
promoted  to  a  rank  far  superior.  And  why  ?  Not  from  personal 
friendship,  nor  from  my  knowledge  of  their  services  or  abilities  (the 
men  and  their  characters  being  entire  strangers  to  mo),  but  from  the 
respect  which  I  believed  America  would  wish  to  show  for  the  service 
of  France.  While  I  remained  eight  months,  seemingly  forgotten  by 
the  court,  at  Brest,  many  commissions  such  as  that  in  question  were 
offered  to  me,  and  I  believe  (when  I  am  in  pursuit  of  plunder)  I  can 
still  obtain  such  a  one  without  application  to  court. 

I  hope,  my  lord,  that  my  behjivior  through  life  will  ever  entitle  mo 
to  the  continuance  of  your  good  wishes  and  opinion,  and  that  you  will 
take  occasion  to  make  mention  of  the  warm  and  personal  alTection  with 
which  my  lie«artis  impressed  toward  his  majesty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Paul  Jones. 


DECEMBER   16,  1779. 
J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
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CORUNNA,  December  16, 1779. 

Sir:  By  the  opportnnity  of  a  small  vessel  nccidoiitally  in  this  harbor, 
bound  to  Newburjport,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  I 
have  been  detained  by  violent  rains  and  several  accidents  in  Ferrol  un- 
til yesterday,  when  I  set  out  with  my  family  for  this  place,  and  arrived 
last  evening  without  any  accident.  I  awaited  immediately  on  the  gover- 
nor of  the  province  and  on  the  governor  of  the  town,  and  received  many 
civilities  from  both,  and  particularly  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  the  province  of  Galacia  an  assurance  that  he  was  not  only  disposed 
l>er8onally  to  render  me  every  hospitality  and  assistance  in  his  power, 
but  that  he  received  expressed  orders  from  his  court  to  treat  all  Amer- 
icans who  should  arrive  here  like  their  best  friends*  These  personages 
were  very  inquisitive  about  American  affairs,  particularly  the  progress 
of  our  arms  and  the  operations  of  the  Gount  d'Kstaing,  and  more  par- 
ticularly still  about  the  appointment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  Madrid.  They  requested  his  name,  character,  nativity, 
age,  whether  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  whether  he  had  been 
President,  with  many  other  particulars. 

To  all  these  questions  I  made  the  best  answers  in  my  power;  and 
with  regard  to  his  excellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  I  gave  them  the  most  exact  information,  and  such  a  respect- 
able character  as  the  high  offices  he  has  sustained  and  his  own  personal 
merit  require.  It  is  the  prevailing  opinion  here  that  the  court  of  Mad- 
rid is  well  disposed  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  minister  from  Congress  will  be  immediately  received,  Ameri- 
can independence  acknowledged,  and  a  treaty  concluded.  The  frigate 
La  Sensible  is  found  to  be  in  so  bad  a  condition,  that  I  am  advised  by 
everybody  to  go  to  France  by  land.  The  season,  the  roads,  the  accom- 
modations for  traveling  are  so  unfavorable,  that  it  is  not  expected  1  can 
get  to  Paris  in  less  tliau  thirty  days.  But  if  I  were  to  wait  for  the  frig- 
ate, it  would  probably  be  much  longer.  I  am  determined,  therefore, 
to  make  the  best  of  my  way  by  land.  And  it  is  possible  that  this  jour- 
ney may  prove  of  some  service  to  the  public,  although  it  will  be  tedious 
and  expensive  to  me — at  least  I  hope  the  public  will  sustain  no  loss 
by  it 

There  are  six  battalions  of  Irish  troops  in  Spain,  in  three  regiments, 
several  of  whose  ofTicers  have  visited  me  to  assure  me  of  their  respects 
to  the  United  States.  I  have  been  this  afternoon  to  the  Tower  de  Fer 
to  seethe  Island  of  Cezarga,  which  was  rendered  famous  in  the  course 
of  the  last  summer  by  being  .appointed  the  rendezvous  of  the  French 
and  Spanish  fleets.  The  French  fleet  arrived  at  this  island  on  the  9th 
of  June  last,  but  were  not  joined  by  the  Spanish  fleet  from  Ferrol  till 
some  time  in  July,  nor  by  the  fleet  from  Cadiz  till  much  later,  so  that 
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l\n:  i;imil>ih<'il  tU^itK  wi-ic  iiuL  able  lo  8»il  fur  tlio  Eii^lJslt  cliaiiiii^l  iin 
llic,  ;)lltli  or  July.  Ti)  iiieveiit  n  nimilnr  iiicoiivciiieii(H)  niiotbor  cm 
l>;ii{;ir,  tlicrc  nrii  iiboiit  twmity-flvo  S|)aiiisli  sliriw  of  the  line  now 
]{|(!mI,  wliicli  tiro  to  winter  tlicro,  and  to  l>o  miily  to  sail  with  tbe  Freiii 
llccti  tlic  Eipiiroacliiiifif  Hiiiiinier  at  the  finit  opening  of  the  Bonsoii. 

(loti  griiiit  Llivin  suo<u-BS  and  trinni)>1i,  nltliongh  no  niau  wishes  f 
liciicu  iiiori)  sincerely  tliaii  I,  or  voiilil  tiiko  more  pleasure,  or  thii 
iiiinsfir  more  highly  honored,  in  Itcingiimtrumental  in  bringing  it  aboi 
yet  I  confcsn  I  seo  ni)  pruspcct  or  h«iie  of  it,  at  least  before  the  end 
atuither  snmuicr.  Anieric!^  will  bo  amused  with  rumors  of  peace  ai 
rjUropo  too,  lint  tbe  KnglJKh  are  not  yet  in  a  temi»or  for  it. 

The  i.-.oiu't  of  Ui[H»iiL  bus  lately  changed  its  ambassador  at  the  cou 
ol'  Ijoniloii,  uiul  Ronic  time  in  tbo  month  of  October,  M.  Simoltn,  tl 
ii(!\v  uiiiuHter  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of  Petersburg  lo  tbe  cou 
of  lioniloti,  |>iisH(?d  through  Fmucu  in  his  way  to  England,  and  residi 
tlirco  weeks  in  I'iiris.  From  this  circumstance  a  report  bus  beouspro] 
in  Knropc  that  tlio  court  of  Uussia  is  abont  to  uudortake  tbe  ofBce 
mediator  between  tlie  belligerent  powers.  But  from  conversation  wi 
rtevcral  persoiiti  of  diati notion  since  my  arrival  in  Spain,  particular 
with  the  Oountdc  Sade,  the  cbef  d'cscadre,  conimundiDg  the  Freui 
nieti'Of-war  now  in  Fcrrol,  I  am  persuotlcd  that  if  Kussta  bas  ai 
thoughts  of  a  mediation,  the  independence  of  the  United  States  will  ] 
insistcil  upon  by  ber  a^  a  preliminary,  and  Great  Britain  will  feel  inui 
more  retuctaiice  to  a^ree  to  this  than  to  tliecessiouof  Oibraltar,  wbh 
it  is  »aid  Spuin  al)t«olntely  insists  uiwu. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Jouy  Adams. 


DECEMBER    16^  1779. 
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States,  and  by  those  ties  which  conneot  the  house  of  Bonrbon  with  the 
happiness  of  mankind. 

Under  these  impressions  they  have  ordered  a  considerable  detach- 
ment from  the  grand  army  to  Join  the  troops  in  Oarolina,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  forces  already  thei*e  or  on  the  way,  will  amount  to 
about  four  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  the  militia  of  the  southern 
States,  whom  Congress  have  called  for  upon  this  occasion.  Congress 
have  also  ordered  three  of  their  fri[;:ates  to  Charleston,  to  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  in  that  department. 

This  force  they  conceive  will  make  so  powerful  a  diversion  in  favor 
of  his  Catholic  majesty's  army  as  to  afford  probable  hopes  of  their  be- 
ing crowned  with  success.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  any  other  co-op- 
eration with  the  troops  of  Spain  is  impossible  while  Savannah  opposes 
a  barrier  to  a  junction  of  our  force.  This,  from  its  present  strength,  it 
will  not  be  easy  for  us  to  remove  till  a  more  decided  superiority  in  this 
quarter  enables  us  to  transfer  a  greater  proportion  of  our  army  thither. 
Unless,  in  the  mean  time,  the  governor  of  Havana  shall  think  proper  to 
furnish  such  aid  as,  when  joined  with  the  forces  of  the  United  SU\tes 
in  that  quarter,  will  be  sufUcient  to  effect  the  jmrposes  before  men- 
tioned. But  as  Congress  were  desirous  of  extending  their  views  still 
further,  and  conceiving  the  conquest  of  East  Florida  to  be  an  object 
of  great  importance  as  well  to  his  Catholic  majesty  as  to  these  States, 
they  have  therefore  directed  me  to  inform  you,  and  through  you  Don 
Juan  de  Miralles,  by  whom  the  intentions  of  his  Catholic  majesty  are 
communicated,  that  they  have  given  full  power  to  their  general  com- 
manding in  the  southern  department  to  correspond  and  concert  with 
the  governor  of  Havana,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  authorized  by 
his  Catholic  majesty  for  that  purpose,  such  plan  as  can  be  agreed  upon 
between  them  lor  carrying  our  views  into  execution. 

I  am,  sir,  directed  further  to  inform  you  that,  though  Congress  can 
not  promise  any  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  until  the  army  of 
the  United  States  are  supplied,  yet  as  soon  as  that  can  be  done  every 
means  will  be  used  to  furnish  provisions  for  his  Catholic,  majesty's 
islands  and  fleet.  But  in  the  mean  time  they  conceive  that  a  large  sup- 
ply of  rice  may  be  afforded  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  while  Con- 
gress will  readily  aid  the  agents  of  Spain  in  procuring  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Samuel  IluNTiNaxoN, 

rresident 


A.  Lee  to  Florida  Blauca.* 

Pakis,  December  IG,  1779. 

Sib:  Your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  permit  my  recjilling 
to  your  consideration  what  1  have  already  had  the  honor  of  stating  to 
you,  relative  to  the  plan  of  the  common  enemy  to  establish  themselves 
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ill  (Icorgia  nm\  South  Carolina,  in  order  to  carry  on  moro  effeotaallj  tl 
war  against  tlie  iiossossioiis  of  Si>aiu  Id  America  aucl  agaiast  the  Unib 
States.  1  have  moat  undoubted  intelligence  tlint  they  are  mora  ai 
more  dctcrmiuGd  on  pursuing  this  plan.  The  good  intentions  of'Oon 
d'Estaitig  to  drive  them  from  Georgia  having  unfortouately  failed,  ni 
tlio  departure  of  the  French  floet  having  left  them  again  a  decided  g 
periority  on  our  coast,  must  give  them  freah  encouragement  to  proseou 
tlieiroiiter))risc,  and  will  render  the  asslBtanceof  hia  Catbolio  majesty 
squadron  at  the  Uavana  absolntely  necessary  to  prevent  its  ancceediti 
Suffer  mo,  thercftiro,  to  entreat  most  earnestly  your  excellency's  atte 
tion  to  this,  if  other  nioro  near  and  important  objects  of  Uie  warsbou 
have  hitherto  diverted  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  etc., 

Abtuub  Leb. 


R«7nst  to  John  Paul  Jonea.* 

Amsterdam,  December  17, 1770. 
Sir  :  I  made  a  rcqncst  to  you  yesterday  that  you  would  take  tl 
trouble  to  come  on  board  my  vessel,  from  which  you  excused  yonne 
and  again  this  morning.  I  also  make  request  by  this  present  that  y< 
will  have  tlio  goodness  to  inform  me  how  I  ought  to  consider  the  At 
ance,  on  board  of  which  you  are — as  a  vessel  of  the  King  of  franco  or 
America  t  In  the  first  case  I  exi>ect  yon  will  show  me  the  commissii 
of  his  majesty,  and  tliiit  yon  will  hoist  the  French  flag  and  pcndat 
conllrming  it  with  a  sahitc  from  your  gnns ;  and,  in  the  second  case, 
expect  that  you  will  not  neglect  iiny  opijortunity  to  depart  according 
the  ordora  of  their  high  mightinesses. 
1  iiiu,  sir,  etc., 
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John  Paul  Jones  to  Dumas.* 

Alliance,  Texbl,  December  17, 1779. 

I  am,  ray  dear  sir,  to  acknowlodge  your  sundry  kind  favors  from 
Amsterdam.  I  thank  you  for  your  advice,  which  by  my  last,  as  well 
as  the  enclosed,  you  will  see  I  had  followed  before  the  appearance  of 
your  letters.  Let  not  that  circumstance  disquiet  you ;  because  I  have 
made  myself  some  compliments  on  my  thinking  in  many  points  so  like 
you.    ELuow  me  always  your  affectionate  friend, 

JouN  Paul  Jones. 


Llvoncourt,  French  Navy  Agent  at  Amsterdam,  to  John  Paul  Jones,  t 

IlELDBR,  Deceinber  17, 1779. 

Sra :  I  thank  you  for  your  politeness  in  communicating  to  me  what 
Vice- Admiral  lleynst  had  written  you.  1  perceive  by  this  letter  that 
you  would  give  great  pleasure  if  you  would  display  the  royal  llag. 
Meanwhile  I  can  make  no  more  entreaty,  if  you  persist  in  not  using  the 
commission  which  1  was  charged  to  send  you.  Beflect  that  all  the 
French  here  in  the  service  of  the  kiug  have  strongly  at  heart  to  main- 
tain the  republic  in  sentiments  favorable  to  the  allies  of  his  majesty. 
It  is  in  conformity  with  these  views,  and  for  the  good  of  the  common 
cause,  and  only  for  this  transient  object,  that  the  couunissiou,  for  the 
origin  of  which  youim<ig]ne  a  thousand  ill-natured  motives  and  which 
Anally  you  refuse  to  accept,  has  been  addressed  to  you. 

You  know  all  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  say  to  you  on  this  subject 
has  been  as  well  for  your  personal  quiet  as  for  the  honor  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  common  allies. 

I  am  still  at  your  service,  if  you  desire  it,  and  I  will  continue  to  act 

with  the  same  earnestness  as  heretofore  for  the  advantage  of  this  cause 

and  for  your  own  interests.    The  ambassador  has  expressed  to  you  the 

same  sentiments.    My  dispositions  and  my  orders  are  entirely   coo* 

formed  thereto. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

De  Livoncourt, 


Deaue  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

WiLLiAMSBURGii,  December  18,  1779. 

Sir:  When  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  you  on  the  IGth  of 
November  last,  the  order  of  Congress  in  my  favor  on  the  Continental 
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troiisiirer  Tur  $H>..1(H>,  bciii^  mislaid,  was  not  eiiulosed.  I  now  tal 
tli<-  lilMM'ty  ro  oiidoHO  it^  aixl  liavo  tlio  lioiior  to  Ik;,  with  tlic  most  si 
cam  i-K»iKKt  ami  uttucliiiieut,  etc., 

Si  LAB  DkANK. 


J.  AdaioB  to  Um  Oavsmor  of  Conuma.  * 

CoBUHNA,  December  18,  1770. 

Mr.  Ailivins  prcsoiita  liia  cotiii>1iiDeiits  to  the  goveruor  of  Goruuu 
niifl  iiiforniit  liitii,  according  to  bis  desire  espresBcd  last  eveuiog,  tli 
tlio  I1UIU08  of  tlio  peraoiiH  for  wbom  lie  requests  a  passport  from  bis  e 
cellciicy  tlio  guvornor  of  tbia  province,  are  as  follows : 

Joliii  Adams,  a  minister  pleuixtotoutiary  from  tbe  ITuited  States 
America. 

Francis  Dana,  secretary  to  Mr,  Adams'  commisslou,  n  member 
Oougress,  and  a  member  of  tUe  council  of  Massacbusetts  Bay. 

Joliu  Thaxtcr,  private  secretary  to  Mr.  Adams. 

JoliTi  Quiuvy  Adams,  a  son  of  Mr.  Adams,  about  twelve  yoora  of  a^ 

Cbarlcs  Adaiii.s,  another  sou  of  Mr.  Adama,  nearly  ten  years  of  ng 

Jeremiah  Allen,  of  Itoston,  in  MassiKhueebta,  a  private  geutlemao,  a 
cidcntally  in  company ;  ho  is  a  merchant,  traveling  with  the  view  of  t 
tablisbing  a  private  commerce  in  Spain  as  well  as  Frauce. 
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Having  lost  our  bowsprit,  all  our  masts,  and  many  of  our  sails,  as 
well  ivs  split  our  rudder,  oft'  tlio  banks  of  Newfoundland,  we  steered  for 
this  island,  and  arrived  yesterday  afternoon.  The  governor  and  ad- 
miral are  at  Port  Boyal.  They  are  informed  of  our  being  here,  and  I 
shall  see  them  either  at  this  or  that  place,  according  as  we  sluill  find  it 
to  be  their  intention  to  come  to  the  one  or  remain  at  the  other.  Till 
then  it  must  continue  doubtful  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  a 
passage  in  a  French  frigate  or  speedily  refit  our  own ;  neither  of  which 
can  be  done  without  the  interposition  of  government. 

Two  days  hence  a  vessel  will  sail  for  St.  Eustatia.  I  shall  write  more 
particularly  by  her,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  those  letters  will 
come  to  hand  before  this. 

Yesterday  a  fleet  of  twenty-five  merchantmen,  under  the  convoy  of 
a  frigate,  bound  from  France  to  this  place,  were  attacked  on  the  southern 
coast  of  Martinique,  near  PortBoyal,  by  a  number  of  the  enemy's  ships 
of  war  from  St.  Lucia.  Fourteen  merchantmen  were  captured  and  two 
driven  on  shore.  The  rest  escaped  during  a  very  severe  action  between 
three  line-of-battle  ships  under  Monsieur  le  Motte  Piquet  (who  went 
from  Port  Roysil  to  their  relief),  and  double  the  number  of  tlie  enemy. 
This  intelligence  was  communicated  to  me  this  morning  by  the  com- 
manding officer  here. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Frauklin  to  R.  Berii9torf,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Denmark.* 

Passy,  December  22,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  M.  do  Chezaulx,  consul  of  Fnance 
at  Bergen,  in  l^orway,  acquainting  me  that  two  ships,  viz,  the  Betsy 
and  the  Unionj  prizes  taken  from  the  English  on  their  coasts  by^  Cap- 
tain Lnndais,  commander  of  the  Alliance  frigate,  appertaining  to  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  which  prizes  having  met  with  bad 
weather  at  sea,  that  had  damaged  their  rigging  and  had  occasioned 
leaks,  and  been  weakly  manned,  had  taken  shelter  in  the  supposed 
neutral  port  of  Bergen,  in  order  to  repair  their  damages,  procure  an 
additional  number  of  sailors  and  the  necessary  refreshments;  that  they 
were  [in]  the  said  port,  enjoying,  as  they  conceived,  the  common  rights  of 
hospitality  established  and  practiced  by  civilized  nations,  under  the 
care  of  the  above  said  consul,  when,  on  the  28tli  of  October  last,  the 
said  ships,  with  their  cargoes  and  papers,  were  suddenly  seized  by 
officers  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  to  whom  the  said  port 
belongs,  the  American  ofiiccrs  and  seamen  turned  out  of  their  posses- 
sion, and  the  whole  delivered  to  the  English  consul. 


•MS»S.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks*  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  88.   A  mauiiscript  copy  of  this  let- 
ter is  in  the  Coiip^reasioual  Library. 
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■1,'il  niri.oMATK:  cimiiKsroNDKNcn. 

M.  iluClii'z.iiilx  Imis  also  Kuiit  hid  tlio  follontiig  nt)  n  trauslatimi  of 
liis  miijest.v'rt  onlrr,  liy  wliicli  ttie  nbovu  procoodiiiga  itro  said  to  be 
iiiitlioriwd,  viz:  "Tlio  Eiiglmh  iniiiiHtcr  linving  iiiRiated  oo  the  restitu- 
tion of  two  YLvsKcU  which  had  been  t^kuii  by  thu  American  prirateer 
called  tlic  Alliiinre,  minmaii<]<Hl  l>y  Ciit>taiti  Lniidnis,  and  which  wore 
bninglit  into  lli-igeii,  viz,  the  Betny,  of  Iiivcr|>ool,  aud  the  Union,  of 
[jondoii,  litH  majesty  ha»  granted  thb  deitiaiid  on  this  nccoiiut:  because 
he  has  not  nsyt^tauknowlodgeil  tliu  nul»i>endeiivo  of  Uio  Colonies  asso- 
i;iatcd  against  Kiigland,  and  because  that  these  vessels  for  this  reason 
Ciiii  not  be  considered  as  good  and  lawfnl  inizes.  Tlioroforo  tho  said 
two  Rliiim  shall  be  initncdiiUcly  liboratod  and  iillowed  to  depart  with  their 
cargOL-s."  Ity  a  Nnbsi'<inent  letter  from  the  same  consul  I  nm  inrornied 
that  a  third  |iri/u  belonging  to  tho  Unit(.-d  States,  riz,  Mio  Charming 
Volly,  which  niTived  at  itergen  after  the  others,  lias  also  been  seizeil 
and  delivered  u))  in  tlio  same  manner;  and  that  all  tlio  t>eoiile  of  the 
three  vesst^ls,  afU'r  being  thus  stripped  of  their  property  (for  every  one 
liad  nn  interest  in  tho  iirizi^s),  wero  turned  en  shoro  to  shilt  for  thoin- 
sclvcs,  wit.hont  money,  in  a  stninge  place,  no  provision  being  made  for 
their  snbsistcnco  or  for  sending  them  back  to  their  country, 

Tennit  me,  sir,  to  observe  on  this  occasion  that  tho  United  States 
of  America  liavo  no  war  bnt  with  tho  English ;  that  they  have  never 
done  any  injury  to  other  nations,  particularly  none  to  the  Danish  na- 
tion ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  in  some  degree  its  bonofaotors,  as  they 
have  opened  a  trade  of  which  tho  English  made  a  monopoly,  and  of 
which  tho  Danes  may  now  havo  thuir  share,  and  by  dividing  the  British 
empire  havo  mmlo  it  less  dangerous  to  its  neighbors.  They  conceived 
that  every  nation  whom  they  had  not  ofl'endeil  was  by  tho  rights  of 
humanity  their  fritdid;  tliey  conlhled  in  the  hospitality  of  Donmnrk, 
and  thought  tliemselve.s  and  their  jiroperty  safe  when  nndor  tho  roof  of 
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The  ITuited  States,  oppressed  by  and  at  war  with  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  of  Europe,  mny  well  be  supi>oseil  incapable,  in  their 
present  infant  state,  of  exacting  justice  from  other  nations  not  disposed 
to  grant  it;  but  it  is  in  human  nature  that  injuries  as  well  as  benefits 
received  in  times  of  weakness  and  distress,  national  as  well  as  personal, 
make  deep  and  lasting  impressions;  and  those  ministers  are  wise  who 
look  into  futurity  and  quench  the  first  sparks  of  misunderstanding  be- 
tween two  nations  which,  neglected,  may  in  time  grow  into  a  fiame, 
all  the  consequences  whereof  no  human  prudence  can  foresee,  which 
may  produce  much  mischief  to  both,  and  can  not  possibly  produce  any 
good  to  either.  1  beg  leave,  through  your  excellency,  to  submit  these 
considerations  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  his  Danish  majesty,  who  I 
infinitely  respect,  and  who,  I  hope,  will  reconsider  and  repeal  the  orders 
above  recited,  and  that,  if  tlie  prizes  which  I  hereby  reclaim  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States  of  America  are  not  actually  gone  to  England,  they 
may  be  stopped  and  redelivered  to  M.  de  Ghezaulx,  the  consul  of 
France  at  Bergen,  in  whose  care  they  before  were,  with  liberty  to  de- 
part for  America  when  the  season  shall  permit  But  if  they  should  l)e 
already  gone  to  England,  I  must  then  claim  from  his  majesty's  equity 
the  value  of  the  said  prizes,  which  is  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  but  which  may  be  regulated  by  the  best  information  that  can 
by  any  means  be  obtained. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  December  22, 1779. 

Sir  :  By  a  message  received  yesterday  afternoon  frojn  the  Marquis  do 
Boullife,  I  find  that  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  him  or  the  admiral  here 
very  soon.  We  shall,  therefore,  set  out  for  Port  Koyal  esvrly  to-morrow 
morning,  and  endeavor  to  get  our  ship  refitted  as  soon  as  possible.  She 
will  follow  us  in  a  day  or  two,  and,  as  the  enemy's  shii)S  of  war  are  fre- 
quently cruising  near  the  island,  she  will  go  under  convoy;  four  of 
them  are  now  in  sight  of  this  town. 

It  seems  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  expense  of  refitting  the  Con- 
federacy will  be  very  considerable.  To  reduce  this  matter  to  greater 
certainty,  I  have  desired  the  captain  to  niake  out  an  estimate  of  his 
wants;  he  promised  to  prepare  it,  and  give  mc  a  copy  this  evening. 
If  I  receive  it  before  9  o'clock  it  will  accompany  this  letter ;  otherwise 
it  will  be  transmitted  by  the  next  conveyance. 


was  liable  to  pniiiRbmcDt  in  that  kingdoiii  for  outrages  coniiiiitted  against  foroignurs 
*ien  no  treaty  of  alliance  had  hccn  contracted  with  tlioiii."    But  this  principle  he 
'•^inns  in  the  strongest  terms.— History  of  the  Troubles  in  the  Netherlands,  book 
Translation  by  Mr.  Sparks.] 
S.  Dop.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  liov.  Corr.,  125. 
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DIl'LOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Tliu  ngeitt  lieru  tulla  iiiu  liu  U  williout  cusli  ami  iu  ilebt  on  tbe  poblio 
nccuiiiit.  I  Tonr  lio  liiu)  l>coii  iiegloctcd.  I  shall,  however,  defer  saying 
iinj'tliiiig  fiirtlicr  on  ttiiii  siil))Gtit  till  I  bIdiII  ()o  better  informed.  Should 
an  o[)i>ortiiiiity  oiler  of  writing  to  yoar  excellency  from  Port  Royal  I 
elmll  cmbr.iuo  it ;  if  not,  I  sliall  take  the  flrst  after  my  retain.  Aa  the 
government  licro  will,  I  bu[ie,  advance  the  money  neeessary  for  pre- 
imting  tlic  frigate  for  bca,  I  am  aiiiions  that  you  may  have  tbe  earlic&t' 
intellrgenco  of  it,  that  timely  provision  may  Ho  miulo  for  the  payment. 

Of  tlie  licet  iiicntiotic<l  in  my  letter  of  the  20tb  iiietaiit  only  nine  were 
taken  or  (Iesln\vcd. 

.S'ereit  o'clork. — I  hiwl  written  tlins  far,  wlicii  Oaplntn  Unrding  called 
upon  nie.  lie  Ii:t8  n)atle  out  an  estimate  of  tboship's  wants,  and  given 
it  to  Mr.  Iliiigltam,  williout  having  made  a  copy  for  me,  vhicb  it  is  now 
too  liito  to  do  lo  go  by  this  veascl. 

On  our  return  from  Tort  lioyal  tbe  captain  will  transmit  parMcubir 
acuonnts  of  everything  rcs|»ccting  tbo  ship  which  be  ought  to  conimu- 
iiieate  lie  has  been  too  inucii  ciigngo<l  to  prepare  his  dispatches  to  go 
by  this  vessel,  ami  therefore  {tostpones  writing  for  tlie  present,  espe- 
cially as  bo  wonhl  have  leisure  only  to  roi>eitt  tbe  general  account  of 
our  misfortiitiu  eontiiincd  in  my  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JoilN  J  AT. 


DECKMBBR   24,  1779. 


437 


groator  tnisfortnno  than  tlio  loss  of  tbo  masts.  Tlicro  wcro  two  French 
gentleineu  on  board,  \?ho,  it  was  said,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  were 
.  well  skilled  in  maritime  afifairs,  having  been  bred  to  that  business  from 
their  infancy,  viz,  Monsieur  Roche,  a  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis, 
and  a  Oaptain  Bemuy,  of  Marseilles.  Either  this  day  or  the  next,  I  am 
not  certain  which,  M.  Gerard  remarked  to  me  that,  without  any  pre- 
vious counsel,  it  seemed  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  naval 
officers  on  board  to  go  to  the  West  Indies,  and  tliat  he  believed  it 
would  be  best,  though  he  said  he  was  at  lirst  inclined  to  oppose  it.  The 
first  expedient  to  steer  the  ship  was  by  the  cable  and  a  spar ;  below 
the  split  in  the  rudder  there  was  a  bolt  with  two  rings,  to  which  it 
had  been  intended  to  fix  a  chain  for  the  purpose  of  steering  the  ship 
in  case  of  such  accidents,  but  the  fixing  the  chains  had  been  omitted. 
Through  this  ring  the  captain  passed  a  chain,  and  to  each  end  of  it 
fastened  a  strong  rope,  which  was  conducted  over  the  quarters,  and 
this  was  a  second  mode  of  steering  her;  but  from  the  uncommon 
breadth  of  the  rudder,  by  which  its  power  became  unusually  great, 
and  the  acuteness  of  the  angle  between  it  and  the  chains  rendering  a 
greater  force  necessary  than  if  it  ha<l  approached  nearer  to  a  right 
angle,  the  bolt,  though  to  appearance  a  good  one,  broke  nearly  in  the 
middle  and  drew  out. 

It  seems  the  rudder  of  this  ship  was  hung  after  she  had  been  launched, 
and  that  to  do  it  the  more  easily  an  eye  bolt  had  been  fixed  in  each  side 
of  the  rudder  below  the  shank;  to  these  eye  bolts  two  chains  were  then 
fixed,  which,  crossing  the  edge  of  the  rudder  in  opposite  directions,  were 
fastened  to  pennants  made  of  cordage  provided  for  the  breechings  of 
our  twelve-pouudcrs.  These  pennants  piissed  through  blocks  at  the  end 
of  spars  run  out  of  the  ports  of  the  cabin.  From  thence  they  were  led 
through  blocks  in  opposite  ports  of  the  main  deck  to  the  capstans,  by 
means  of  which  they  were  very  conveniently  managed,  and  the  ship 
without  much  difiiculty  steered.  Such,  however,  was  the  force  and  wear 
they  underwent  before  our  arrival  in  calmer  latitudes  and  smoother 
seas,  that  they  generally  gave  way  every  day  or  two ;  and  the  captain 
tells  me  no  less  than  six  hundred-weight  of  that  cordage  has  been  con- 
sumed in  that  service. 

So  great  was  the  swell  oil'  the  banks,  and  so  high,  though  not  severe, 
the  winds,  that  near  a  fortnight  elapsed  before  the  ship  was  put  in  her 
present  condition  for  sailing.  The  san)e  obstacles  also  retarded  the  re- 
pairing of  the  rudder,  which  after  all  was  so  weak  that  it  was  not 
thought  advisable  to  steer  by  the  tiller,  and  to  prevent  any  further  in- 
jury from  its  striking  against  the  ship,  which  it  constiintly  did  in  calm 
weather,  bags  stuflcd  with  oakum  were  i>laced  on  each  side  of  it,  and  a 
man  employed  night  and  day  to  tend  them. 

Some  days  before  the  23d  of  November  the  captain  told  me  he  thought 
it  advisable  to  call  a  council  of  his  ofliccrs  and  submit  to  their  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  continuing  our  course  towards  Europe.    M. 


4.1S  IHPLOMATIC   CORRRSPONDENCE. 

(ietitnl  .'ilioi'dy  nt'tov  inoiitioiiod  to  mo  llio  sitting  of  fliis  council,  and 
oniil  iiocniiUI  iiHannMiu^  t  lint  the  Oliovniicr  Itocluiand  Mousiour  Uvmny 
would  not  giv«  their  opintoits  on  the  Bitliject  but  in  writing,  and  on 
being  rcquofilctl  to  do  it  in  writing  by  the  cnptain.  This  iutolligence 
np)>eiircd  to  inocxlnionliiiary,  but  hd  it  was  not  necessary  tliut  my  senti- 
ments rchitivo  to  it  ttliould  bo  known  1  iniulc  no  reply  to  M,  Gerard, 
but  by  dcgrcpR  turned  tliu  conversation  to  miotharsnbject;  nor  did  I 
give  tlie  leaut  hint  of  it  to  the  captain,  but  ol)serTed  a  perfect  silence 
reliitivo  to  it.  It  appeared  lo  mu  thivt  tlioso  gcntionion  either  overr^ed 
their  importance  or  entcrbiined  improper  ideas  of  tlie  toorit  of  our 
odlccrR,  and  I  coiifeKn  it  gave  uie  i)lciisure  to  hear  that  they  were  not 
coiiaiillcd  at  nil. 

The  council  of  onic^Ts  waft  held  the  23d  of  November  last  Tlie  cap- 
Liin  gave  me  their  report,  together  with  a  vuturn  of  the  provisions  and 
waltM'  on  board,  and  iiK.snvcd  nicofliifi  rciidinosH  to  proceed  to  any  port 
whatever  that  M.  (inrard  and  myRcIf  should  direct.  I  gave  these 
pnpcvs  to  M.  (U'rard,  and  although  I  did  not  think  it  exi>edient  by  con- 
Kulting  the  French  <>IUc<>rH  to  give  them  reason  to  snpi>ose  that  I  con- 
curred in  tientimeiit^  witli  them  as  to  the  imtwrtauce  of  their  opinions, 
yet  I  told  M.  (icxartl  I  was  well  satisfied  he  should  cominunicate  (o 
tlicui  the  report  of  unr  oni(;ei'«,  and  olitiiiii  their  sciitinicnts  on  the  Ques- 
tion stated  in  it;  nnd  llie.  bettor  to  enable  him  to  do  it  L  projio.sed  that 
tvc  should  postpone  tlic  discussion  of  the  subject  till  the  next  day,  or 
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prc^s  orders^  niul  ho  would  bo  ciilpiiblo  in  cli.iiigiiig  it  without  a  pro- 
yious  applicatiou  to  us  for  direction.  M.  Gerard  observed  that  ho  was 
sensible  of  the  honor  done  him  by  the  order  alluded  to,  but  that  it  was 
not  conveDiout  to  him  to  give  any  opinion  or  direction  on  the  subject. 
It  did  not  a])pear  to  me  prudent  to  reply  to  this,  and  therefore  I  took 
the  first  opportunity  of  turning  the  conversation  to  another  topic.  As 
this  circumstance  prevented  the  captain's  receiving  an}*  positive  ordera 
from  us  on  the  subject,  ho  was,  of  course,  left  to  pursue  his  own  judg- 
ment, but  being  desirous  of  my  opinion,  I  gave  it  to  him  in  the  manner 
indorsed  on  the  report  of  the  council,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  en- 
closed. 

The  reasons  on  which  this  opinion  was  groundeil  are  in  part  con- 
tained in  this  report,  but  there  were  others  not  mentioned  in  it. 

That  Congress  may  tho  better  judge  of  their  force,  it  is  necessary  Uiat 
they  be  informed  of  somo  previous  circumstances. 

The  first  fair  day  after  losing  our  masts  I  went  to  the  door  of  M.  Ge- 
rard's room  on  the  deck,  which  was  open,  to  bid  him  good  morning. 
Ofaevalicr  Boche  was  with  him ;  they  wero  conversing  on  the  course 
most  proper  for  us  to  steer,  and  the  port  most  proper  to  make  for.  M« 
Gerard  was  for  going  to  Cadiz ;  he  had  an  excellent  set  of  charts,  and 
he  had  then  one  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  with  its  American,  European, 
and  African  coasts  and  tho  intervening  islands,  before  him.  By  the 
assistance  of  this  map  we  perfectly  understood  his  resisoning.  The 
chevalier  at  that  time  inclined  to  the  West  Indies,  and  I  heard  him,  on 
leaving  the  room,  tell  M.  Gerard  that  to  endeavor  to  get  to  Europe  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  ship  would  be  to  "  run  a  very  great  risk  of 
perishing  in  the  ocean,^^  Some. time  after  this,  M.  Gerard  perceiving 
that  1  had  adopted  no  decided  opinion  of  the  subject  (and  that  was 
really  the  case),  in  the  course  of  an  evening  he  spent  with  us  in  the 
cabin  (none  of  the  oilicers  of  the  ship  being  i)re$ent)  desired  me  to  at- 
tend particularly  to  his  several  reasons  for  going  to  Cadiz,  and  consider 
tliem  maturely  before  I  made  up  my  judgment.  I  promised  him  to  do 
it,  and  was  as  good  as  my  word.    He  proceeded  to  observe: 

First.  That  the  distiince  to  Cadiz  and  to  Martinique  diU'ered  but  little, 
and  that  no  weighty  argument  could  be  drawn  from  this  diil'erence. 

Second.  That  between  us  ^nd  -Cadiz  lay  the  Western  and  Canary 
Islands,  into  some  one  or  other  of  which  we  might  run,  if  necessary. 

Third.  That  if^  on  our  arrival  at  either  of  tliCNO  islands,  it  should  ap- 
pear impracticable  or  imprudent  to  proceed  farther,  our  persons  at  least 
would  be  safe,  and  we  might  get  to  Europe  in  one  of  the  many  vessels 
which  frequent  those  islands ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were 
no  islands  between  us  and  Martinique,  and  we  should,  in  steering 
southward,  be  obliged  to  lun  all  that  distance  without  finding  any 
place  by  the  way  at  which  we  might  touch,  or,  in  case  of  danger,  find 
Bhelter. 

Fourth.  That  if  calmer  seas  were  our  object,  we  should  find  them  in 
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going  fiiatwanl  as  wellns  southivnnl;  tlint  wo  must  iiot  expect  to  m« 
witli  tlio  IrsuU',  winds  at  ttiivtBeasoii  butin  a  very  remote  soatlieru  lai 
tticle;  Ihat  ill  crossinf;  tlio  latitntlo  of  Birrmudus  we  sbould  meet  wi 
lieiivy  miiiiilla  unit  had  wonther}  tbat  in  tbe  latitatle  between  Ibatai 
tlio  trade  winds  wo  nuiet  expect  variablo  winds,  and  particniarly  lot 
calms,  wliioli  are  often  more  daugomiis  imd  iiim-e  to  be  dreaded  thi 
hard  ivinds. 

Viftli.  Tliiit  in  a  voyage  to  Cadiz  wo  Bliuuld  Imve  nntliing  t«  appi 
Iiuiid  IVom  Uio  oiioniy,  but  to  Martiniqno  everytbing. 

Sixlli.  'I'liat  it'  wo  should  ariive  safe  nt  Martinique,  we  should  pro 
ably  bo  detained  Lhoio  iiitlil  next  spring;  tbat  the  vessels  which  aaual 
sail  from  tlionco  fur  Franco  every  full  would  have  departed  before  tl 
time  wo  sboii1<l  roach  the  island;  that  ho  bad  reasou  to  believe 
would  be  very  diflicnit,  if  not  iinpnicticnble,  to  obtain  a  frigate,  an 
among  other  loasouK,  iirge<!  the  absence  uf  Count  d'Bstning,  and  tl 
improbability  that  any  subordinate  ofltcor  would  uudertako  witho 
bis  orders  to  grant  us  one,  even  admitting,  what  was  very  uulikel 
that  oim  might  bo  njiin'od  from  the  service. 

Seventh.  That  the  ship  might  remain  long  at  Martinique  wilho' 
being  made  ready  lor  soa,  for  want  of  iiaval  storen,  provisiouy,  etc. 

Those  were  M.  tierunrs  reasons  for  our  steering  for  Cadiz  by  tl 
way  of  the  Azores,  and  I  do  not  roinembor  to  have  afterwards  beai 
an  adilitioiial  one.    Wlietber  tbo  Frencb  oHlcers  really  thought  the 
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cstly,  and  abide  by  it  firmly.  It  was,  that  wo  should  ])rocccd  to  Mar- 
tinique. Some  of  the  reasons  for  it  are  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
council  of  ofllcers.    The  whole  together  were  briefly  these : 

First.  That  theofilceisof  the  ship,  including  the  carpenter,  who  were 
to  be  presumed  to  be  better  judges  than  M.  Gerard  or  myself,  were  of 
opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  go  to  Europe;  and  had  this 
reason  stood  single  and  unexplained  I  should  not  readily  have  ventured 
to  reject  it,  especially  as  it  appeared  to  me  against  the  interest  of  the 
officers  to  come  to  the  West  Indies,  and  I  have  heard  them  constantly 
and  uniformly  regret  the  necessity  of  it;  but  I  also  thought  they 
decided  on  good  grounds;  for. 

Second.  The  rudder  daily  gave  us  infinite  trouble,  almost  every  day 
a  pennant  breaking,  and  on  every  such  occasion  the  ship  for  some  time 
left  to  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  waves,  a  circumstance  which 
might  be  fatal  in  hard  weather  and  near  land ;  tiie  <]uaiitity  of  cordage 
consumed  in  this  way  of  steering;  the  doubt  of  our  having  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  without  stripping  the  guns,  which  would  thereby  be 
rendered  useless;  the  rudder  irons  daily  becoming  more  and  more 
loose,  and,  by  the  nails  drawing  out,  opening  a  passage  for  the  water 
into  the  stem  of  the  ship.  By  this  circumstance  our  bread  had  been 
damaged ;  the  danger  of  our  being  obliged  to  get  rid  of  the  rudder 
entirely  and  steering  only  by  the  cable,  which,  in  northern  seas  and 
winter  season,  is  very  inadequate.  This  event  would  have  arrived  in 
case  eitiier  of  the  eyebolts  in  the  rudder  had  given  way,  as  the  first- 
mentioned  one  had  done,  or  the  upper  irons  become  entirely  loose;  and 
for  this  event  it  was  thought  necessary  to  prepare,  by  removing  the 
obstacles  to  unhanging  the  rudder.  Indeed,  the  upper  irons  in  the 
course  of  our  piissage  here,  with  fair  winds  and  no  storms,  became  so 
loose  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  lash  the  head  of  the  rudder  witii  ropes 
to  a  bolt  fixed  for  the  purpose  in  the  cabin  floor. 

Third.  The  sails  we  had  left  were  bad,  having  been  originally  made, 
as  Mr.  Vaughan,  the  second  lieutenant,  told  me,  of  damaged  canviis;  they 
frequently  split;  we  had  none  to  replace  them,  nor  a  suflicient  stock  of 
twine  to  mend  them,  eight  pounds  only  being  left  of  the  twenty  odd  we 
brought  from  Philadelphia;  nor  were  we  much  better  supplied  with 
cordage,  for  which  there  wa^  a  daily  demand,  and  some  of  which  was 
very  bad. 

Fourth.  Our  jury  masts  were  not  calculated  for  hard  weather,  the 
foremast  being  sprung  a  few  feet  below  the  top,  and  not  able  to  endure 
a  hard  storm. 

For  these  reasons  the  rough  weather  common  in  northern  latitudes 
was  by  all  means  to  be  avoided,  and  smooth  seas  sought. 

As  to  the  conveniences  to  be  derived  from  the  islands  laying  between 
us  and  Cadiz,  I  took  some  pains  to  examine  into  that  matter.  We  had 
maps  and  descriptions  of  them  all,  and  our  master  had  been  at  many  of 
them.    I  found  there  was  not  a  single  harbor  in  any  one  of  them 
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ill  wliicli  a  sliiji  coiilil  riilo  iit  aiicbor  iii  every  wind;  on  tUe  contrary, 
lU'iUicr  of  tlicin  lia»  itnylliing  more  than  oi>en  roaila,  out  of  which  it  is 
iicecssEtry  for  ships  ti>  iiiiilco  the  best  of  their  way  and  put  to  scft  when- 
cvi^i-  certiitii  winds  blow  ;  a  task  which  oursbip  was  very  far  from  being 
in  <;oiic1itton  to  iierfonii. 

I''roiii  tliis  iiiid  othrr  cifcum stances  it  was  evident  we  could  not  relit 
in  citlicr  of  those  islands  not  even  so  much  ns  get  n  new  rudder; 
fur  ndniitliiiK  miitcriiils  for  the  tatter  could  be  liad,  yet  such  was  the 
diiliciilty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  hanging  it  in  an  open  road,  from 
wlicitce  tliu  Rliip  WHS  every  nioinont  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  going 
to  sciiliy  nn  unfavoriililo  wind,  that  weconid  expect  to  derive  no  ad  van- 
tiiRC  from  those  islsinds,  except  the  prospect  of  obtaining  some  refr<;sh- 
nx'iits,  which  we  eftnlil  do  withont,  and  the  value  of  whicli  would  not 
Iiiivc  coin  pen  sated  for  the  risk  ofapproivchiiig  them  in  our  condition. 

As  to  the  idea  of  our  steering  tliatcdurse  witlia  view  of  being  landed 
on  one  of  those  ishinds  and  from  thence  going  to  Euroi>o  in  anotlier 
vessel,  leav'iig  onr  own  to  her  fate,  no  earthly  consideration  could  over 
hiive  reconciled  me  to  it.  The  reasoning  which  was  Insisted  on,  that 
our  being  Beasoiiiilily  in  Knropo  was  of  more  importance  to  the  United 
States  than  a  frignli',  ;ind  lluit  in  time  of  war,  and  for  the  public  good, 
lives  were  to  bo  risked  by  sea  as  well  as  by  lain],  was  a  species  of  rea- 
floiiiit{!:  wlii(:li,  ii)i))tted  tr)  this  case  led  to  conclusions  which  never  have 
been,  and  1  pray  <iod  may  never  be,  among  my  principles  of  action. 
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extremities.    For  these  reasons  I  positively  refused  to  joiu  in  this  sys- 
tem. 

As  to  the  position  in  favor  of  going  to  Europe,  that  we  should  find 
the  seas  calmer  as  we  advanced  eastward  equally  as  we  went  south- 
ward, all  the  officers  of  the  ship  testified  against  ir,  nor  would  they  ad- 
mit that  we  had  as  much  to  dread  from  calms  as  from  hard  gales.  The 
supposed  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  passage  from  Martinique  made  but 
little  impression  on  me.  I  could  not  suppose  the  islands  left  unpro- 
tected by  ships  of  war,  or  that  the  commanding  officer  would  refuse  to 
order  a  frigate  on  this  service  if  M.  Gerard  would  represent  it  to  be  of 
importance,  which  I  was  sure  he  would  do.  IIow  long  our  ship  might 
be  refitting  here  was  not  to  be  ascertained,  but  I  could  not  prevail  upon 
myself  to  believe  that  the  King  of  France  would  keep  so  considerable  a 
fleet  in  those  seas  without  providing  for  the  usual  accidents  they  would 
be  exposed  to  from  the  sea  and  the  enemy.  At  the  worst,  the  ship  would 
be  in  a  safe  port  and  among  a  people  bound  by  treaties  and  by  interest 
to  afiford  aid  and  protection,  at  least  until  Congress  should  be  informed 
of  her  situation  and  have  an  opportunity  of  providing  for  her  wants. 
As  to  ourselves,  in  case  we  meet  with  the  imagined  difficulties  respect- 
ing a  passage,  it  would  be  easy,  b^^  passing  over  to  St  Eustatia,  to  get 
very  safely  in  a  Dutch  ship  to  Holland. 

On  these  reasons  the  advice  I  gave  to  the  ca[)tain  to  come  here  was 
founded.  I  thought  them  right  then,  and  was  <laily  more  and  more 
confirmed  in  an  opinion  of  their  propriety.  In  the  course  of  our  run 
here  we  had  all  the  way  fine,  fair  breezes  and  except  in  the  latitude 
of  Bermuda,  smooth  seas  and  scarce  any  calms.  Tiie  night  before  we 
made  the  land  it  was  thought  proper  to  lay  the  ship  to  after  the  moon  set, 
set,  which  was  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  and  she  continued  in  that 
position  only  four  hours  and  a  half.  Such,  however,  was  the  effect  of  it 
upon  the  rudder,  and  so  much  damage  did  it  receive  i'rom  it,  that  had 
the  ship  continued  as  much  longer  in  the  same  state  it  was  agreed  on 
all  sides  that  the  rudder  would  have  been  rendered  useless. 

M.  Gerard,  hurt  by  being  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of  being 
seasonably  in  France,  and  perhaps  mortified  at  in}-  preferring  my  own 
sentiments  to  his,  ceased  to  observe  that  cordiality  and  frankness  which 
bad  before  attended  his  conduct  toward  me.  J^ay,  he  once  went  so  far 
as  to  tell  me  I  had  my  reasons  for  coming  here.  I  appeared  not  to  un- 
derstand him,  and  continued  to  endeavor  to  render  the  conversation  as 
light  and  general  as  possible.  This  was  a  tax  imposed  on  my  feelings 
by  regard  to  public  good  ;  as  a  private  man  I  should  have  acted  dif- 
ferently. 

Thus  matters  continued  till  about  ten  or  twelve  days  before  our  arrival 
here,  when  M.  Gerard  observed  to  me,  in  the  presence  of  the  capt^ain, 
that  it  was  time  to  think  which  side  of  the  island  of  Martinique  it 
would  be  most  prudent  for  the  ship  to  go,  the  north  or  south  side, 
and  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  which  ought  to  induce  us  to  prefer 
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Iliu  iioi'tli ;  pnrticiiliirly  thnt,  in  tlie  in-esent  condition  of  the  ship,  si 
noiiitt,  if  Filut  ni'iii  lo  (lie  suutli  side,  bo  in  groat  douger  or  ruDuiug  I 
tlic  islaiiil  to  ttiti  IcGwitrd  ;  for  tliat,  na  wo  might  expect  tiie  wind  : 
iiorllioast,  hIio  would  iiol  l>c  able  to  lay  aiifBciontly  close  to  the  wind 
loiuli  Port  Ito.Yiil  01'  m.  I'icrro's ;  besides,  that  abe  would  be  in  dnng 
of  caliiia,  and  beiiif;  in  eight  of  St.  Lucia,  would  be  exposed  to  tl 
i'tieii).v'fl  aliips  ot  war,  witliout  having  reason  to  expect  succor  from  ai 
FrciicliHliipsof  war;  iioneuf  wbtcb,  liOBaid,  cruised  off  the  eastern  pn 
of  Uki  island  between  Martinique  and  St.  Lucia.  Ho  then  showed  tl 
advantages  of  goiiiK  tlic  other  side  by  an  oDuuieration  of  many  ciroui 
HtaiiucR,  of  wliicli  1  have  notes,  but  which  it  would  be  too  todions 
mention.  Tlio  obvious  meaning  of  ail  this  api>oared  to  me  to  be  tb: 
wo  Rhonid  direct  the  captain  to  go  tu  the  uortbward  of  the  island ;  bi 
as  I  neither  thought  myself  authorised  nor  found  myself  inolinod 
interfere  with  llie  particular  nuvigatiou  oftheship,  to  which  I  was  m 
coinpeteut,  I  only  observed  to  M.  Gerard  that  his  reasoning  apitenn 
to  nie  to  have  wei;;bt ;  that  It  was  a  su~!^t  I  did  uot  understand,  bi 
tbtit  I  thungliL  his  oliscrvuliouB  merited  attention.  On  this  the  capta 
remarked,  nnd  I  tbougbt  with  propriety,  that  it  was  impossible 
deleruiinc  on  nbiuh  side  of  the  island  it  would  be  best  to  go  uni 
wfl  were  tit  or  near  Hie  parting  point,  for  that  circouetauces  at  pre 
ont  nnforctiecn  niif^bt  render  tliat  way  rash  which  we  might  now  thit 
I)rndt^nt;  for  instatxic,  an  unexpected  change  in  the  wind  or  the  a 
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formed  of  some  others,  which  appeared  to  ino  to  want  explanation. 
The  captain  had  informed  me  that  the  master  had  been  at  the  taking 
of  Martiniqno  last  war,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  its  bays,  harbors, 
and  coasts.  I  desired  the  captain  to  send  for  the  master,  which  was 
immediately  done.  On  this  M.  Gerard,  more  animated  than  nsnal,  said 
he  pretended  to  no  extraordinary  knowledge  on  the  subject,  but  that 
be  had  made  in(iuiries,  and  was  satisfied  with  the  opinion  ho  had  given; 
then  repeated  what  he  had  before  said  about  his  conscience,  personal 
safety,  and  court,  and  was  opening  the  door  to  go  on  deck,  when  I 
asked  him  if  he  would  not  stay  and  hear  what  the  master  had  to  say. 
He  said  no,  he  did  not  want  to  hear  anything  farther  about  it;  he  had 
done  his  duty  in  delivering  what  he  had  to  us,  and  we  might  do  as  wo 
pleased  about  the  matter.  I  made  no  reply,  but  ])roceeded  to  examine 
the  master  and  one  of  the  lieutenants.  On  the  whole  it  did  not  appear 
to  me  necessary,  but  on  the  contrary  invidious,  to  give  the  captain  any 
positive  orders  on  the  subject,  nor  did  I  enter  into  any  farther  confer- 
ence respecting  it  with  M.  Gerard.  1  knew  that  no  good  would  result 
from  altercation,  and  that  the  best  wa^^  of  treating  unreasonable  prop- 
ositions, ca-valierly  dictated,  was  silently  to  go  my  own  way  uninllu- 
cnced  by  them. 

This  last  business  rendered  M.  Gerard  still  more  dissatisfied  with  me. 
We  observed,  nevertheless,  and  still  observe,  great  politeness  towards 
each  other,  but  it  proceeds  more  from  the  head  than  the  heart.  On 
coming  ashore,  1  flattered  myself  we  should  have  left  all  these  contro- 
versies behind  us;  but  this  city  was  soon  entertained  with  them.  The 
opinions  of  French  officers  were  taken  by  ]\r.  Gerard  about  the  sufficiency 
of  the  rudder  to  have  gone  to  Europe ;  the  cpu^stiou  about  the  northern 
and  southern  navigation  was  stated  and  agitated.  M.  Gerard  claims 
the  merit  of  having  saved  the  ship,  by  having,  as  he  insinuates,  drag- 
ged us  into  the  measure  of  taking  the  northern  passage,  etc.  As  we 
are  safe  in  the  harbor  these  matters  are  now  of  no  conseciuence,  and 
therefore  I  constantly  avoid  the  subject.  How  they  may  bo  rci)resentcd 
at  Phila(lelphia  is  of  some  moment,  and  therefore  it  appears  to  me  ex- 
pedient to  trouble  myself  and  Congress  with  this  narration. 

I  can  not  conclude  this  letter  without  expressing  my  satisfaction 
with  the  attention  and  politeness  observed  by  tlie  captain  and  other 
officers  towards  the  passengers,  as  far  at  least  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 
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Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  Dece^nher  26, 1779. 

Sir  :  As  siDgular  instances  of  liumauity  aud  patriotism  always  merit, 
and  sometimes  meet  with,  public  notice,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmit- 
ting to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Keith's  narratire  of  the  con- 
duct of  a  Mrs.  Smith,  at  New  York,  to  the  Americans  there,  who  had 
been  taken  at  Fort  Washington. 

Conversing,  while  at  sea,  with  Mr.  Keith  (our  chaplain,  who  had  been 
one  of  those  prisoners)  respecting  the  cruelties  exercised  towards  them 
by  the  enemy,  aud  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city,  ho  mentioned  the  behavior  of  this  Mrs.  Smith, 
whose  conduct  appeared  to  me  so  remarkably  liberal,  disinterested,  and 
christianlike,  thiit  I  desired  him  to  commit  it  to  paper,  with  a  design 
to  enclose  it  to  3*our  excellcnc3%  I  know  nothing  more  of  this  woman 
th»n  what  Mr.  Keith  told  me;  but,  as  from  his  profession  and  char- 
acter I  am  induced  to  credit  what  ho  says,  I  transmit  this  account  of 
her,  that  if,  on  further  inquiry,  it  be  found  to  be  just.  Congress  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  saving  from  poverty  and  distress  a  widow  who 
generously  divested  herself  of  a  decent  maintenance,  and  applied  it  to 
the  relief  of  many  citizens  and  servants  of  the  United  States,  who  were 
then  gloriously  enduring  the  most  extreme  cruelties  for  their  faithful 
attachment  to  the  rights  of  their  country  and  mankind. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay, 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  December  25, 1779. 

Sir:  I  have  done  what  perhaps  I  shall  be  blamed  for,  but  my  pride 
ns  an  American  and  my  feelings  as  a  man  Avcre  not  on  this  occasion  to 
be  resisted.  The  oflicers  of  the  Confederacy  were  here  w'thout  money 
or  the  means  of  getting  any.  The  idea  of  our  officers  being  obliged  to 
sneak,  as  they  phniso  it,  from  the  company  of  French  officers,  for  fear 
of  running  in  debt  with  them  for  a  bottle  of  wine  or  a  bowl  of  punch, 
because  not  able  to  pay  for  their  share  of  the  reckoning,  was  too  hu- 
miliating to  be  tolerable,  and  too  destructive  to  that  pride  and  opinion 
of  independent  equality  which  I  wish  to  see  influence  all  our  officers. 
Besides,  some  of  thcni  wanted  necessaries  too  much  to  be  comfortable, 
or,  in  this  country,  decent.  In  a  word,  I  have  drawn  on  the  fund 
pointed  out  for  the  payment  of  part  of  my  salary  for  one  hundred 
guineas  in  their  favor,  to  be  divided  among  them  according  to  their 
respective  ranks.     Indeed,  it  would  have  given  mo  pleasure  to  have 
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done  sometbiug  towards  covering  tbe  uakeduoss  of  the  crew ;  but  tbe 

expcDse  I  have  been  put  to  by  coming  here  and  the  preparations  for 

another  voyage  would  not  admit  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  December  25,  1779.' 

Gentlemen:  I  this  day  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the 
13th  of  October,  uotifying  me,  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  same 
date,  of  Mr.  Jay's  appointment  and  my  recall.  As  Mr.  Jay  is  not  yet 
arrived,  I  suppose  it  my  duty  to  wait  his  coming,  that  I  may  communi- 
cate to  him  what  is  in  my  knowledge  that  concerns  the  public  in  his 
department.  It  does  not  appear  that  it  has  pleased  Congress  to  give 
any  orders  about  the  immediate  return  of  the  Confederacy  and  taking 
me  on  board,  without  which  it  may  be  many  months  before  I  can  find 
a  passage  in  any  other  manner.  Mr.  Izard  has  been  waiting  at  Amster- 
dam for  two  months  to  get  even  io  St.  Eustatia  on  his  way  home. 

The  plans  of  the  enemy,  of  which  I  advised  3'ou  in  mine  of  the  13th  of 
October  and  the  Gth  of  November,  are  going  into  execution  with  vigor. 

Admiral  liodney  has  probably  sailed  by  this  time.  The  ministry  ap- 
pear to  be  tottering,  but,  unfortunately  for  us,  if  they  do  go  out  they 
will  give  place  to  men  by  far  more  formidable  to  us  in  wisdom,  econ- 
omy, popularity,  and  confidence,  both  foreign  and  domestic.  I  feel  it, 
therefore,  in  the  strongest  manner  my  duty  to  conjure  Congress  to  pro- 
pare  for  a  campaign  which  in  all  human  probability  Avill  be  urged  with 
the  utmost  vigor,  and  to  call  forth  every  resource  at  home  for  the  sup- 
l)ort  of  the  public  credit,  without  any  reliance  on  foreign  assistance. 
Such  assistance  is  too  precarious  to  hazard  our  cause  on,  and  strong 
exertions  on  our  part  will  give  it,  should  it  exist,  a  surer  and  more 
speedy  efiTect.  Congress  may  rely  upon  it  that  on  no  terms  whatsoever 
will  our  independence  be  acknowledged  at  present  by  Great  Jiritain. 

There  are  granted,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  one  hundred 

and  seventy-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  Miy  men,  including  four 

thousand  two  hundred  militia,  and  it  is  supposed  that  ninety  seven 

thousand  will  be  employed  in  America  and  the  islands,    The  removal 

of  all  restrictions  on  the  export  of  wool,  woolens,  and  glassware  from 

Ireland  to  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  the  United  States  excepted,  it  is 

probable,  will  prevent  any  imn)ediate  commotions  in  that  kingdom,  and 

it  is  certain  that  the  British  court  have  not  such  apprehensions  from 

that  quarter  as  to  prevent  them  from  pursuing  their  operations  against 

you  in  their  utmost  extent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

AltTJIUU  Ljojc. 
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Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  Becefnber  26, 1779. 

Sir:  On  our  arrival  here  M.  Gcrnrd  told  me  that  he  was  about  to 
write  to  the  governor  ami  admiral  at  Port  Royal,  and  asked  me  whether 
I  also  chose  to  write,  or  would  leave  to  him  the  necessary  communica- 
tion, oflering  to  mention  to  them  whatever  I  might  desire.  As  I  was 
well  satished  that  he  should  take  the  lead  in  the  business  I  replied  that 
I  was  obliged  to  him,  but  did  not  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  commu- 
nicate anything  to  those  gentlemen  from  me  except  our  arrival  and 
the  confidence  I  had  in  their  readiness  to  afford  us  aid. 

I  thought  it  would  have  been  improper  to  apply  for  a  passage  in  one 
of  their  ships  till  I  know  in  whattiuie  our  own  could  be  refitted,  and  on 
this  subject  it  appeared  to  me  most  advisable  that  application  should 
be  made  by  our  agent  here,  and  that  I  should  reserve  ail  interference 
till  it  should  be  rendered  necessary  by  obstacles.  Mr.  Bingham  ac 
cordingly  wrote  without  delny  to  the  governor,  and  had  immediate  and 
full  assurances  of  his  readiness  to  afford  us  every  aid  in  his  power. 
Nothing  now  remained  to  be  ascertained  but  the  time  in  which  the  re- 
pairs could  be  made,  and  this  depended  on  the  state  of  their  naval 
stores. 

Mr.  Bingham  went  with  us  to  Port  Boyal  on  a  visit  to  the  officers  of 
government  (a  compliment  paid  them  by  all  strangers).  The  governor 
again  assured  him  that  everything  should  be  done  for  the  ship  that 
was  possible,  and  some  orders  were  given  for  the  purpose.  Thispassed, 
I  believe,  without  M.  Gerard's  knowledge.  About  two  hours  after  our 
arrival  at  Port  Koyal  he  took  me  aside,  observed  that  great  difficulties 
and  delays  would  attend  the  Confederacy's  refitting  there ;  that  there 
were  no  masts  or  spars  in  store,  and  the  expectation  of  supplies  uncer- 
tain ;  that  an  old  mast  of  a  merchantman  had  been  purchased  for  one 
of  their  ships  of  war,  and  that  a  main  yard  for  another  had  been  made 
of  four  pieces  for  want  of  a  proper  spar,  and  after  some  general  hints 
about  expenses,  provision,  etc.,  i)roposed  that  the  frigate  should  be  pro- 
vided with  a  new  rudder  and  [proceed  to  America  to  refit.  I  objected 
that,  contrary  to  our  expectations,  the  English  had  an  acknowledged 
superiority  in  these  seasj  that  three'  French  frigates  were  at  that 
instant  flying  from  four  ships  of  the  line  which  were  in  full  chase  of 
them;  that  a  frigate  under  jury  masts  would  find  no  safet3'  in  flight; 
that  it  would  bo  more  prudent  for  Captain  Uardiug  to  remain  here 
without  being  refitted  till  ho  could  get  materials  and  supplies  from 
America  or  receive  orders  from  Congress  than  expose  his  ship  to  such 
imminent  danger,  and  therefore  that  I  could  not  possibly  come  into 
the  measure  ho  proposed. 

M.  Gerard  replied  that  she  might  be  convoyed  to  sea  by  the  French 
squadron  here ;  but  this  required  no  answer.     It  was  not  to  be  supposed 
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that  the  FreDcli  sqaadroii,  which,  in  their  present  state  of  inferiority, 
choose  to  keep  their  ejes  constantly  on  Port  Koyal,  would  expose  Ihuiu- 
selves  to  very  unequal  combat  for  no  higher  object  than  thnt  of  con- 
voying the  Confederacy  seventy  of  eighty  leagues  off  the  coiist.  or  that 
if  they  did,  she  would  then  be  out  of  that  degree  of  danger  tp  whicli  no 
ship  in  her  condition  ought  to  be  exposed.  Besides,  I  could  not  recon- 
cile it  to  the  wisdom  of  France  long  to  leave  their  licet  here  destitute 
of  naval  stores,  or  to  disgust  their  allies  by*a  conduct  neither  Just  nor 
politic.  We  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  till  the  next  day,  when  w(?  ex- 
pected to  see  the  admiral;  but  in  an  hour  or  two  afterwards  the  admiral 
came  iu,  and  a  very  little  time  elapsed  when  the  j^overnor,  and  shortly 
after M.  Gerard,  told  me  the  "fcAo/e  arra;i/7cm^^«f  was  completed;  that 
the  same  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  Gonfedcrctni  as  if  she  had  been 
a  French  frigate,  and  that  the  Aurora^  of  thirty-odd  guns,  should  carry 
as  to  France."  The  fact  is  that  the  officers  of  government  in  general, 
and  the  governor  in  particular,  are  strongly  attached  to  everything 
that  is  American. 

Our  agent  here  is  in  high  estimation.  I  really  believe,  from  every- 
thing I  hear,  that  ho  has  done  his  duty  faithfully,  and  that  he  well  de- 
serves the  notice  and  approbation  of  Congress.  This  leads  me  to  take 
the  liberty  of  remarking  that  it  would  probably  be  much  for  the  public 
interest  if  Congress  were  to  pay  off  all  private  debts  due  from  them  to 
subjects  of  Franco,  and  have  none  but  national  engagenuMits  with  that 
kingdom.  The  debts  unavoidably  contracted  here  for  the  outfit  ot*  the 
Deane^  etc.,  ought  certainly  to  bo  jiaid.  Our  cre«lit  and  reputation  suf- 
fer from  such  delay.  Wo  sail  to-morrow  morning  at  G  o'clock. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  »Jav. 


Carmichael  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

jVIaktiniquk,  Ikvcmbev  21j  1770. 

Siu:  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  your  excellency  a  ])aper  con- 
taining a  relation  of  a  late  afl'air  between  part  of  the  small  .stpiadron 
commanded  by  M.  la  Motte  Piquet  and  the  English  licet  un«ler  tlie  or- 
ders of  Sir  Peter  Parker.  It  was  given  me  by  direction  of  the  French 
a<lmiral,  that  a  true  account  of  this  action,  which  has  done  him  much 
honor  here,  might  be  published  in  America. 

On  the  23d  ot  this  month  Admiral  Arbuthnot  arriv<Hl  at  Barbadoes 
with  six  or  seven  sail  of  the  line  and  sixteen  regiments.  An  attack 
on  the  Granadas  or  Dominica  is  daily  expected.  The  latter  is  well 
fortified,  and  garrisoned  by  twelve  hundred  nu^n.  The  Marquis  de 
Bouille  seems  to  have  no  apprehensions  for  any  of  their  islands  except 
those  lately  taken  from  the  enemy. 
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Mr.  J:iy  iiiroriiis  (jaii[rrc8B  by  tliis  opiHirtuiiity  of  tbo  misrortni 
whicli  Ixifcl  lis,  and  lliu  roiiflons  wliicli  iiHlucod  tbe  offlcers  to  brii 
11)1)  8lii|>  to  this  JHliuiil.  I  cni)  only  express  in;  regret  for  tbe  delt 
wliidi  tliis  iic(;i<l«iit  will  occasion  in  tbo  execution  of  the  busiuees  vii 
wliic;ti  Ooiif^roRH  Idis  doiifi  lis  tbe  honor  to  intriist  as. 

With  tbo  )iigli(!st  Rentiments  of  respect,  I  bavo  tbo  boiior  to  bo,  et< 
William  Uakhiohael. 


John  Jar  to  FraukUii.* 

Sr.  Pierre  de  la  Martiniqub, 

December  27,  177». 
lSir:  Ilttviii;;  oti  tbis  7th  of  November  last  lost  onr  masts  off  tl 
baiilcR  of  NowI'DiindlniuI.ntid  been  obliged  to  come  to  tbis  place  to rell 
I  :ini  cuiistniitK^I  to  driiw  iipOQ  you  for  part  of  tbe  salary  due  to  me ! 
minister  pIcnipoLciitiiity  from  tbe  United  States  of  America  to  Ij 
Catholic  iniijcsty,  a^rociiblc  to  tbe  intention  of  Congress  expressed 
(heir  rcsolntiun  of  Uio  15tb  of  October  lust,  of  which  the  enclo8e«l  is 
true  copy,  having  liccii  faithfully  transcribed  from  a  certified  one 
my  poHsesnioii.  I  Imve  drawn  a  sot  of  bills  of  this  date  on  yonr  ezc< 
iuncy  at  sixly  diiys'  sight  in  favor  of  William  Bingham,  esq.,  f 
lhr(;u  thousand  tlircu  hundred  and  seventy-nine  livres  and  eight  sc 
■ot  to  li!tvc  tlie  plensure  of  eeein. 
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The  pilot  knows  wliere  the  anchors  lie,  and  unless  he  assists  willingly 
in  taking  them  up  he  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  bo  paid  for  his  serv- 
ice on  board  here. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Present  my  best  resi>octs  to  your  family  nn<l 
to  the  good  patriot,  and  believe  me  to  be  always  ad'cctionately,  yours, 

John  Paul  Joniss. 


Franklin  to  Joshua  Johnson.* 

Passy,  December  29, 1779. 

Sir:  lam  much  obliged  b3'3'Our  kind  attention  in  sending  me  from 
time  to  time  the  American  newspapers  that  have  come  to  your  hands. 
Please  to  accept  my  thankful  acknowledgmentit. 

I  have  the  pleasure  now  to  acquaint  you  that  though  my  application 
at  your  request  for  arms  or  a  loan  of  money  for  your  province  in  [)artic- 
nlar  was  not  attended  with  success,  the  opinion  here  being  (ns  I  think 
I  formerly  wrote  you)  that  all  such  applications  should  regularly  come 
through  the  Congress,  yet  an  aid  being  now  lately  granted  to  that  body 
for  the  whole,  there  is  no  doubt  but  Maryland  will  obtiiin  its  share  of 
what  shall  arrive  in  America. 

If  I  have  not  corresponded  with  you  so  punctually  as  you  might  ex- 
pect, and  as  I  could  have  wished  to  do,  1  pray  you  to  excuse  me.  I 
have  bad  too  much  business  with  too  little  help.  The  constant  expec- 
tation of  a  secretary,  who  had  long  been  voted  but  did  not  arrive,  pre- 
vented my  engaging  such  assistance  as  I  wanted,  and  I  have  not  been 
able  by  increased  application  fully  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

I  do  not  understand  that  by  the  treaty  of  alli.ance  between  France 
and  America  an  American  taking  a  house  and  settling  in  France  to 
carry  on  business  is  exempted  from  the  duties  .and  services  that  would 
have  been  required  of  a  native  of  France  inhabiting  the  same  house. 
The  droit  d'aubaine  is  indeed  abolished  in  our  favor,  but  in  other  re- 
spects I  should  suppose  that  Americans  settled  here  as  well  Jis  French- 
men settled  in  America  must,  while  they  live  as  inhabitants,  be  subject 
to  the  laws  of  the  respective  countries  of  which  they  at  the  same  time 
claim  and  enjoy  the  protection.  I  am  sorry,  however,  that  you  find  this 
80  inconvenient  as  to  induce  you  to  quit  the  kingdom.  Particular  cir- 
cumstances may  have  occasioned  the  quartering  of  soldiers  on  the  in- 
habitants last  year  which  in  time  of  peace  niay  rarely  happen. 
With  great  esteem,  etc. 
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*  Mr.  Johnson  was  n  niorcliant  in  Nantes.     Ilis  danghtor  was  aftoiwurds  Mrs.  J.  Q. 
Adams — Mr.  Bigelow^s  note. 
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Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

AT  The  Hague,  December  30, 1779. 

Honorable  Sirs:  The  last  tliree  months  having  been  entirely  em- 
plojed  in  the  service  of  the  American  squadron  at  Tezel  road,  it  was 
impossible  for  me  during  this  whole  time,  when  never  at  home,  to  dis- 
patch you  any  packet  in  the  usual  way. 

This  parcel,  containing  twenty-four  numbered  papers  of  very  interest- 
ing matters,  will  make  you  some  amends.  The  unanimous  resolution. 
No.  6,  may  truly  be  called  voxpopuli;  the  other  two,  Nos.  19  and  20,  are 
the  reverse  of  an  influenced  nominal  plurality,  strongly  contradicted  by 
the  best  part  of  this  country. 

Be  pleased  to  lay  this  whole  parcel  before  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent in  Congress,  who  will  receive  at  the  same  time  a  packet,  which  I 
forward  him  from  Commodore  Jones,  of  which  these  papers  will  be 
both  a  commentary  and  a  supplement. 

Every  year  but  this,  honored  and  dear  sirs,  your  committee  made 
me  happy  with  a  kind  letter.  My  conscience,  however,  tells  me  tlie 
steady  friend  of  America  at  The  Hague  (as  your  Baltimore  journal  has 
styled  him)  is  still  worth  the  remembrance  and  favor  of  Congress. 

May  the  new  year,  which  we  are  soon  to  enter  in,  prove  for  the 
United  States,  by  a  glorious  peace,  the  commencement  of  an  infinite 
number  of  happy  ages,  prays,  honored  sirs,  your  most,  etc., 

Dumas, 
Concordia  J  etc. 

This  very  day,  when  I  was  just  to  close  these  packets,  I  received  a 
letter  from  Captain  Jones,  of  which  a  copy  is  here  joined.  I  hope  in  a 
short  time  to  hear  of  liis  good  arrival.  The  two  prizes,  vi;s,  Serapis  and 
Scarborough  and  tlio  two  French  ships  Pallas  and  Vengeance  are  still 
riding  under  French  colors  and  captains.  Our  gooil  Alliance^  while 
here,  has  caused  me  much  anxiety  and  trouble.  Now  she  leaves  me 
still  exposed  to  the  ill  nature  of  my  old  foes  in  this  country,  whom, 
however,  1  dread  not  so  much  a^  certain  false  friends,  highly  incensed 
now  against  me  for  not  having  found  me  as  blind  and  complaisant  to 
their  particular  treacherous  views  as  they  had  expected  I  would  be. 
The  formal  coniirmation,  b3'  the  most  honorable  Congress  general,  of 
my  chnracter  of  agent  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  already 
spoken  of  in  my  former  disi)atcbes,  and  which  I  must  entreat  you,  hon- 
ored sirs,  to  solicit  for  me,  will  silence  them.  Indeed,  1  can  not  be  quiet 
nor  safe  without  such  a  solemn  piece. 

1  have  from  our  good  friend  the  pensionary  of  Amsterdam  the  ulte- 
rior protestations,  on  December  22,  of  Amsterdam,  Dort,  Rotterdam, 
and  Scheidam  against  the  arbitrary  resolution  taken  by  a  plurality  on 
the  17th-19th  November  last. 

Your  honors  will  have  them  in  my  first;  they  are  very  strong. 


•  MSS.  Oep,  ol  gtate  j  r»  l^park«'  Dip.  Rev,  Corr.,  294,  with  numorowo  yarif^tjoMq  f^nd 
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8artine  to  J.  Adams.* 

[TranslatioD.  ] 

Versatllks,  December  31j  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  ine  ihe  honor  to  write 
to  ine  on  the  6th  of  October  laaf. 

I  was  well  persuaded  that  M.  de  Chavagnet  would  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure for  you  everything  in  his  power  to  render  your  passage  agreeable. 
This  was  conformable  to  the  instructions  I  had  given  him  respecting 
the  intentions  of  the  king. 

I  learn  with  i)ieasure  that,  being  again  charged  with  an  important 
mission  by  (3ongres8,  you  will  bo  able  to  i)rofit  by  the  frigate  /Sensible 
a  second  time  in  your  voyage  to  France. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

1)K  Sartine. 


Chase,  President  of  Maryland,  to  W^iUiam  Smith,  t 

In  Council,  AnnapoUsj  January  G,  1780. 

Sir:  We  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  insttuit  by  express.  As  the 
grand  object  of  the  "  act  for  the  immediate  snjiply  of  the  army,"  etc., 
is  to  procure  an  immediate  and  full  sui>ply  of  provisions  for  our  army, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  commissioner^  should  be  vested  with  extra- 
ordinary powers,  that  those  powers  should  be  accurately  deflned,  and 
that  the  mode  to  be  pursued  by  them  should  be  plainly  delineated, 
which  is  done.  We  do  not  think  that  Hour  or  wheat  purchased  for  the 
marine  of  France  privileged  or  exempted  from  seizure,  and  we  are  cer- 
tain it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  legishiture  tiiat  those  articles 
should  be,  because  such  exemption  would  in  a  great  degree,  if  not  wholly, 
frustrate  the  design  of  the  law. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  ail'ord  the  commissioners  every  aid  incur 
power  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  therefore  can  not  ut 
this  time  grant  permission  to  export  flour  or  wheat  purchased  by  the 
agents  of  France,  because  we  should  thereby  restrain  that  extensive 
oi)eration  of  the  act  by  which  alone  wo  can  obtain  an  immediate  supply 
adequate  to  our  pressing  wants.  We  are  sensible  that  it  is  of  impor- 
tanci)  that  the  marine  of  France  should  be  furnished  with  Hour,  and  it 
is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  we  have  refused  permission,  and  nothing 
could  have  induced  us  to  do  it  but  the  alarming  and  distressful  situa- 
tion of  our  army;  and  when  we  have  assurances  that  their  wants  are 
relieved  we  shall  with  pleasure  grant  license  as  heretofore. 


•2  Sparks*  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  G17. 

t  Captain  of  the  frigate  iu  which  Mr.  Adams  retiiruod  to  iho  United  States  iu 
company  with  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 
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The  numerous  evils  that  would  result  from  proorastiuating  the  sup- 
plies wheu  contrasted  with  tbe  incouveuiences  alluded  to  by  you  will, 
we  trust,  eviuce  the  propriety  of  our  conduct  and  justify  our  refusal. 
.,    We  are,  with  respect,  sir,  etc., 

J.  T.  Ghase« 
President  of  the  Council. 


'William  Smith  to  Holker.* 

Baltimore,  January  7, 1780. 

Sir:  By  express  I  send  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  yesterday 
from  the  governor  and  council  of  this  State  iu  answer  to  my  application 
lor  permission  to  load  the  brig  Hatch  with  flour  for  Cape  Fran9ois  on 
account  of  his  most  Christian  majesty.  You  will  perceive  by  this 
letter  that  I  am  not  permitted  to  proceed  iu  loading  this  vessel  ns  you 
direct,  nor  will  any  permission  for  that  purpose  be  granted  until  the 
army  is  supplied. 

That  the  army  ought  to  be  supplied  I  doubt  not  you  will  think  right; 
but  that  tbe  wheat  and  flour  collected  in  this  port  should  be  taken  for 
that  purpose,  when  I  iiresume  a  sufficient  quantity  may  be  had  much 
more  convenient  to  the  army  and  less  prejudicial  to  your  interest,  you 
will  probably  conclude  is  not  so  convenient,  and  might,  if  duly  consid- 
ered, have  been  avoided.  I  am  well  informed  that  the  public  pur- 
chasers in  Harford  County  have  now  on  hand  upwards  of  three  thou- 
sand barrels,  which,  for  a  wagon  at  this  season  of  the  3'ear,  are  at  lenst 
three  days  nearer  camp  than  this  place.  Besides,  very  considerable 
magazines  must  be  provided  on  the  eastern  shore  of  this  State;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  distresses  of  our  army  have  arisen  more  from  the 
want  of  carriages  to  convey  a  suillcient  quantity  of  flour  to  camp  than 
from  any  other  cause. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  find  that  the  commissioners  for  this  county  are 
determined  to  lay  their  hands  on  all  your  wheat  and  flour,  nnd  have 
already  seized  some  of  your  wheat,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  whole  on 
the  eastern  and  western  shores  will  be  taken  as  soon  as  they  con- 
veniently can  do  it.  Therefore  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  despatch  this 
information  to  you  by  express,  that  you  may  take  sueh  measures  in  the 
premises  as  you  judge  best.  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter  that 
no  relief  is  to  be  expected  from  our  governor  and  council.  Perhaps  an 
application  to  Congress  may  procure  a  resolve  directing  your  maga- 
zines to  be  spared,  by  lending  some  for  the  present  emergency.  But 
that  ought  to  be  taken  when  most  convenient  for  the  army  and  least 
prejudicial  to  yon. 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  60-^. 
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Tou  will  please  to  favor  me  with  a  line  by  return  of  the  bearer, 
directing  whatever  steps  you  may  think  will  bo  most  conducive  to  the 
interest  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Hmith. 


Franklin  to  W^illiams.* 

Passv,  January  0,  1780. 

Dear  Jonatuan:  I  received  your  letters  with  the  snmples  of  clothes, 
but  the  shirt  and  stockings  are  not  arrived.  Having  no  kind  of  judg- 
ment in  such  commodities,  I  can  make  no  choice.  You  have  the  precise 
and  particular  order  of  the  committee  of  Congress  relating  to  the  sol- 
diers' dress,  to  which  you  must  conform  as  exactly  ns  possible.  I  do 
not  choose  to  make  a  contract  with  you  for  the  clothes  at  fixed  prices. 
That  method  could  be  subject  to  many  malevolent  reflections.  It  is 
better  that  you  should  buy  the  materials  and  employ  the  work  folks  on 
the  best  terms  you  can  for  the  public,  and  content  yourself  with  the 
commission  of  2j  per  cent.,  which  I  agree  to  allow  you  in  consideration 
of  its  being  a  business  consisting  of  so  many  particulars  as  to  require 
a  good  deal  of  attention  and  take  uj)  a  great  donl  of  your  time  in  the 
execution  and  in  keei>ing  the  accounts.  I  depend  much  upon  your 
integrity  and  diligence  in  this  aflair,  and  1  flatter  myself  that  you 
will  so  conduct  it  as  to  do  honor  to  yourself  and  to  me.  M.  de  Cliau- 
mont  will  acquaint  you  what  quantity  of  hats,  sl)irt»s,  stockings,  and 
shoes  are  to  be  furnished.  As  the  funds  come  to  hand  quarterly,  I 
can  only  pay  quarterly.  You  will  therefore  make  all  your  purchases 
on  those  terms,  to  bo  pai<l  one-quarter  in  May,  another  in  August,  a 
third  November,  and  the  fourth  in  February,  1781.  Your  bills  drawn 
on  or  after  the  15th  of  etxch  of  those  months  for  those  quarterly  pay- 
ments, at  ten  days'  sight,  will  be  punctually  honored. 

The  provision  is  to  be  for  fifteen  thousand  men. 

My  love  to  the  good  girls. 

I  am  ever,  your  afl'ectionate  uncle, 

IJ.  F. 


Holker  to  Luzerne,  t 
[Translation.] 

riiiLADELiMiiA,  Javuanj  10,  17S0. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  annexed  letter  and 
copy  of  a  latc5  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  wliich  I  have  this  moment 
received  from  Mr.  William  Smith,  a  merchant  at  J 'altiuiore.     As  it  is  of 
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n  iiatni-o  to  ahinn  us  in  rdiilioii  In  ftll  Ibo  oitcrationn  which  hare  been 
<:oiii'i'i It'll  ill  till'  iKliiixlH  or  ruiiteniplatul  witli  resiMtct  to  other  iilaces 
<liiijri;:llict  ooni'Knurilic  ciiKiiiiifc  fliiminer;  »b  moreover,  the  vesiieiR  and 
sliii'CKlii|iH,  wtiicli  I  expect  from  Hartiiiiqtio,  to  snppl;  th«  place  of  those 
wliirli  wertMli'stitieil  hy  ilie  Count d'ISslaiiig  for  the  Obesapoako  Bay, 
iiiiil  wliicli  llie  ollieei's  of  t lie  kiiip;  have  tlioiipiht it  tlieir  duty  to  sacridce 
iitiil  Kelt  to  IIk;  Sliile  nl'  (Jjiroliiin,  with  n  view  to  oontrihute,  as  far  as 
liiy  in  llieir  [idwit,  Id  tlio  security  mid  defense  of  that  place;  as,  I  say, 
tliese  Ktoresliiim  Tiii{:]it  iirrive  iiiiiiirdiately,  aud  I  might  bo  obligetl  to 
sciiil  llieni  biiitk  in  lialluNt  if  tho  coiu  and  wheat  whicli  I  have  piir- 
<;li;isi<l  in  iMiiryliiTHl  flionld  l)o  sci/.ud,  and  as,  thereby,  all  my  traiisac- 
tJDiis  :inil  en^aKenients  wmdd  not  only  become  uiicertain,  but  might 
leiniiniite  ill  it  iiiiiniier  (li.s^riicofiil  to  mo  and  iu  tho  failure  of  naval 
i>|)i'ralii'ii.s  of  tli(^  Uinji  in  Anierioi,  1  can  not  forbear  to  claim,  iti  the 
mdsl.  ii['<:i'ti|.  ]n;nin<'i',  ilic  iiillnencc  tif  your  oharacter  with  the  Cougress 
of  (lie  1J  nil  I'll  -Slati'K  ii|iiiii  MiiH  MR<»t8ion,  while  1  obaeive  toj'on  that,  if 
the  law  ot  i^liiryliiinl  i.s  ]iiil.  iu  execution  in  relation  to  the  provisious 
which  1  have  colJcclid  at  ii  great  expense  itnd  with  every  possible  pre- 
caiiliiin.  I  shiill  lor  llic  I'lihire  be  unable  to  take  a  single  step  in  the 
service  of  lliii  kiii<;,  ;iimI  Kli;dl  be  obliged  to  pay  large  sums  to  indeiuDify 
IlicNe.  will)  «ln)iii  I  liiivi-  inaihtongagomciitn. 

Y'diir  excel leiic,!  i.sa\v;ire  ofllie  iniinuierablcdifQuulties  which  I  have 
<'\]ie]ienccd   since  I    have  been  cugagcd   in  thin  country  in  tho  naval 
eiii  111  multiply  every  moment,  tiiid  liav 


JANUARY   16,    17«0.  457 

found  stored  in  tbe  hands  of  individuals  in  that  Stato  and  to  carry 
them  away.  It  is  to  be  ])resumed  that  if  the  geiioral  assembly  of  Mary- 
laud  had  been  informed  of  the  measures  taken,  at  great  expense,  to 
procure  supplies  for  the  fleets  of  his  majesty  and  for  his  garrisons  in  the 
French  islands  and  of  the  pressing  wants  which  they  snfl'er,  they  would 
have  excepted  from  this  law  the  provisions  found  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Smith. 

The  undersigned  is  about  to  take  suitable  measures  for  inducing  the 
government  to  refrain  from  seizing  the  said  provisions,  and  to  replace 
them  in  case  that  they  are  already  seized.  He  earnestly  entreats  Con- 
gress to  be  pleased  on  its  part  to  recommend  to  the  councils  and 
assemblies  of  the  thirteen  States  to  refrain,  in  circumstances  of  this 
nature  and  in  all  other  cases,  from  all  mesisures  which  may  cause  any 
uncertainty  in  the  operations  of  the  king's  navy  agents,  endanger  the 
success  of  the  plans  of  the  campaign,  and  expose  to  want  and  to  the 
greatest  inconveniences  the  garrisons  of  the  French  islands,  the  gover- 
nors of  which  are  [)reviously  informed  of  the  measures  taken  to  pro(;ure 
supplies  for  them  in  the  United  States,  and  in  concert  with  Congress 
and  the  respective  governments  of  the  States. 

The  present  Juncture  being  of  a  very  pressing  nature,  the  under- 
signed entreats  Congress  to  be  pleased  to  come  to  a  decision  on  this 
subject  as  quickly  as  possible.  He  moreover  proposes  to  the  conncil  of 
Maryland  to  subject  the  agents  and  commissioners  charged  with  inaking 
purchases  on  account  of  his  majesty  to  all  the  legal  forms  best  adapted 
to  prevent  every  kind  of  abuse  on  their  ])art,  and  he  is  desirous  that 
the  States  in  which  purchases  of  this  iiature  may  be  made  sliould  be 
pleased  to  take  similar  measures. 

LUZEUNE. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

BiLBOA,  January  IG,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  last  night,  and  not 
before,  I  arrived  at  this  jdace. 

At  Ferrol  and  Cornnna  I  was  advised  b^'  all  the  friends  of  America 
to  undertake  a  journey  by  land.  The  consul  of  France  and  M.  La<:oa- 
nere,  a  gentleman  who  has  acted  for  some  time  as  the  American  agent 
atCorunna,  very  obligingly  ottered  n\e  all  the  assistance  in  their  power, 
and  accordingly  nsed  their  utmost  diligence  to  j)rocnre  me  tlie  neces- 
sary mules  and  carriages  for  the  transportation  of  the  small  nninber 
of  persons  in  company  with  me  and  the  small  quantity  of  baggage  we 
found  it  indispcnscably  necessary  to  take  with  us,  having  left  more  than 
two-thirds  of  what  wo  had  with  us  to  take  the  chance  of  a  passage  by 
sea  to  France.    From  the  8th  of  December,  when  we  arrived  at  Ferrol, 


*  MSB.  L)ep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Uov.  Corr.,  GH,  with  verbal  changes. 


mat  I  was  under  p^rcac  apprciiensioiia  lor  our 
Ah  avo  woro  so  near  Ma<lri<l  (within  about  f< 
sonio  tiinc^  in  my  (nvn   mind  wliotlior  to  p^o  to 
Ridering  that  this  wonhl  lengthen  our  journey 
the  severe  season  of  tlie  year,  and  above  all 
might  be  in,  my  country  not  being  yet  ackiio 
state  b^^  any  formal  act  of  that  court,  it  being 
tlcman  had  a  commission  for  that  court,  and  h 
arrive,  I  thought  it  upon  the  whole  the  least 
interest  to  avoid  that  route. 

It  may  be  of  some  use  to  my  countrymen  to 
tions  upon  the  country  I  have  ])asssed  throug 
me  that  a  commerce  extremely  advantageous  t 
opened  between  us  an<l  Spain  as  soon  as  oui 
acknowledged  by  tliat  power,  at  least  as  soon 
great  object  of  all  our  wishes,  peace. 

The  province  of  (lalicia  is  one  of  the  largest 
one  of  the  best  peopled.  Corunna  is  in  edectthc 
St.  Jago,  in  respect  to  its  patron  saint,  or  moi 
bishop  who  resides  there,  is  in  name  the  capita 
those  whereof  the  ancient  crown  of  Castile  wa 
the  oceiin  for  more  than  seventy  leagues  from  I 
of  Asturias,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Minks, 
Portugal.  This  coast,  which  is  divided  by  Oap 
on  both  sides  of  the  cape  with  ports  equally  sal 
nature  seems  to  have  ])repared  around  this  ca{ 
so  necessary  to  be  made  by  navigators,  both  i 
Europe  and  at  their  return,  as  so  many  asylui 
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•world,  is  another  department  of  the  marine,  more  extensive  and  proper 
for  such  an  establishment  than  Ferrol  itself.  Besides  these  ports  there 
are  a  mnltitnde  of  harbors  and  ba^'S  around  Cnpe  Finisterrc,  which 
afford  a  safe  and  convenient  shelter  to  merchant  vessels.  With  all 
these  advantages  for  foreign  commerce  this  province  has  very  little 
but  what  is  passive.  It  receives  from  abrosid  some  objects  of  daily  con. 
.sumption,  some  of  luxury,  some  of  convenience,  and  some  even  of  the 
.first  necessity.  At  present  it  offers  little  for  exportation  to  foreign 
oountries.  The  sardine  of  its  coast,  the  famous  lish  which  it  furnishes 
to  all  Spain,  the  cattle  which  it  fattens  for  the  provision  of  Msidrid,  and 
a  few  coarse  linens,  which  are  its  only  manufacture,  and  are  well 
esteemed,  are  the  objects  of  its  active  commerce  and  form  its  balance 
with  the  other  provinces.  The  wine  and  the  grain,  the  chief  [)roductions 
of  its  lands,  seldom  suffice  for  its  consumption,  and  never  go  beyond 
it.  The  liberty  of  commerce  with  the  Windward  Islands  granted  by  the 
court  within  a  few  years,  and  the  particular  establishment  of  opened 
the  ports  of  that  part  of  the  New  World  to  this  [irovince ;  ami  although 
without  manufactures  herself,  or  any  of  those  productions  proper  for 
America,  she  renders  to  foreign  hands  the  product  of  those  which  she 
receives  from  them  and  carries  thither.  In  this  circulation  of  so  many 
treasures  she  enriches  herself  with  ])arts  she  detiiches  from  the  whole. 

The  civil  government  of  this  province  is  formed  by  a  superior  tribu- 
nal called  the  audience^  to  which  aji  appeal  lies  from  all  the  subaltern 
jurisdictions,  public  and  private.  This  court  hears  and  determines  as 
sovereign  and  without  appeal  all  civil  affairs  of  a  less  value  than  a 
thousand  ducats,  or  three  thousand  livrcs.  Ap[)eal8  in  those  which 
exceed  that  value  are  carried  to  the  chancery  of  Valladolid,  or  to  the 
council  of  Castile.  Although  justice  is  gratis  on  the  partof  the  judges, 
who  are  paid  by  the  government,  it  is  said  to  be  not  less  costly,  tedious, 
and  vexatious.  It  may  not  be  useless  to  observe  that  the  criminal 
chambers,  whose  decrees  extend  to  the  punishment  of  death  and  are 
executed  without  any  application  to  the  king  or  any  other  authority, 
is  comi>osed  only  of  three  judges,  and  these  three  are  the  youngest  of 
the  whole  tribunal,  and  this  order  is  generally  followed  in  Spain  in  the 
composition  of  the  criminal  tribunsils,  although  no  one  pretends  to  con- 
jecture the  motive  of  so  singular  a  reverse  of  the  rational  order  of  things. 
The  administration  of  the  royal  police  belongs  also  to  the  audience,  and 
forms  the  third  chamber  into  which  this  tribunal  is  divided. 

All  the  military  authority  and  the  government  of  the  troops  in  this 
department  are  in  the  hands  of  the  captain-general  of  the  province. 
There  is  not  any  one  under  him  who  has  even  the  title  of  commandant. 
But  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence  he  is  succeeded  by  the  general  ofli- 
cer,  the  most  ancient  in  the  province.  To  this  title  of  captain-general 
is  added,  commonly,  that  of  president  of  the  audience,  a  prerogative 
which,  by  uniting  in  his  hands  the  civil  authority  to  all  that  of  his  phice, 
gives  a  power  the  most  absolute  and  unlimited. 
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Tlio  iiiKiK-(-tioii  t^riicnil  iitxl  nil  (lie  (•coiioiiiyordiP  iifliiira  of  the  king 
ill  tli»  ]m>vii;(:o  boliiiifr  Id  the  iiiteiHlAiit.  Tbe  ilifTereiit  branclieaof 
tlid  |iul>|ji;  ntv4!riii<>  iiii^  nil  luliiiiiiJHtcrcil  by  offlcers  nppointetl  by  the 
kin;,',  ntt  in  tim  roHt  iiT  tin;  kiiifi;(loni,  iiiitl  there  nre  iio  fnrmcrs- general, 
ii!4  ill  Kniiica  Their  pniilnc.t  is  about  twenty-six  millions  of  reals,  or 
six  tiiilliiin  (Ivo  liiiiiiln-il  DioiiRniK]  lirroa,  thoo.T|iensoof  collevlioii  Iwing 
(Il'iIii('Ii><).  Tim  »x|i<'iisi>ft  oT  the  nilministratioii,  including  the  mainte- 
nuiiiH'of  three  n'^^inionts  oriiifiiutry,  scattani about  in  different  places, 
<h>  not  <txcei>(1  two  niillioti  five  hnmlred  thonoand  livrcs.  The  surplus 
goi>R  int(t  tlio  (Iry-dookK,  iirnunnlH,  and  fund  (»r  fortifl cations,  tn  the  etip* 
])nrt  of  which  this  sum  in  fiir  from  being  anRieient.  Such  is  in  general 
th»  K"^'<^^''iini<MiI,  iniltturj',  pollticnl,  and  civil,  of  this  province,  and 
neatly  all  of  tlii>  otlierN,  cxci-pt  Biscay,  Gnipnscoa,  and  Alabn. 

Thorn  in  not  in  Mits  |trovinco  any  particnlar  jurisdiction  of  commerce, 
but  (Imro  is  a  trthiiiial  under  the  nniueof  the  Judge  considcrator  of 
eoiiiniiTire,  which  tnlu'.s  t-^^niKanco  of  all  their  causes,  civil  and  critni- 
iiiil,  I'xci'pt  llio  cam'  of  contraband.  At  this  day  the  judge  considera- 
tor  olRtniiiKers  is  tlio  governor  of  the  pruvlnr^liimsolf,  and  theapiieals 
tVoin  lii-1  Jiul^mciit  nrn  carried  directly  to  the  council  of  war,  which  ia 
said  lo  lie  a  prceioiiH  privilege,  by  the  form  and  brevity  of  .procedure 
conipaied  willi  the  oxpciisivo  and  insupportable  delays  of  the  ordinary 
Jiiristlictioii. 

I  can  not  hut  thiitk  Ilia  I  if  oouie  nicnnnres  could  be  taken  to  convince 
tho  court  Hint:  it  is  their  interest  to  take  olTlhc  vast  duties  with  which 
coiniiu'ice  is  overloadi'd  in  this  port — fifteen  per  cent  being  to  bo  paid 
upon  all  coininodilit'S  exjiorU-d  and  upon  all  imported,  and  if  tlio  rigid 
liriiliihitioiiM  of  tuhiirco  could  bo  relaxed  or  repealed — several  of  the  jiro- 
tlneliniiH  of  Amciicii  would  lind  a  good  market  here,  nnil  a  commerce 
bo  opened  UiaC  would  put  a  new  face  upon  tiiis  province,  and  bo  proflt- 
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at  bie  accession  to  tho  tbrono,  takes  au  oath  to  observe  the  laws  of 
Biscay.  The  Goverument  here  is  therefore  diametrically  opposite  to 
that  of  Oalicia  aod  the  other  proviuces.  The  King  of  Bpain  has  never 
assumed  auy  higher  title  than  Lord  of  Biscay.  He  has  no  troops  of  any 
sort  in  the  lordship,  nor  is  there  any  standing  arm^-,  instead  of  which 
every  man  is  obliged  to  serve  in  the  militia.  The  king  has  no  custom- 
house officers,  or  other  revenue  officers,  or  any  other  officers  whatever 
in  the  lordship  except  a  corregidor,  and  lately  a  commissary  of  marine. 
This  last  is  considered  as  an  encroachment  and  a  grievance,  and  the 
authority  of  the  corregidor  is  very  small,  as  there  lies  an  appeal  from 
his  judgment  to  another  tribunal— that  of  the  two  deputy-generals, 
who  are  biennially  elected  by  the  people.  Few  of  tho  grandees  of  Spain 
have  any  considerable  estates  here.  The  Duke  of  Medina  C<eli  and 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  have  some  lands  here  of  no  great  value.  The 
lands  generally  belong  to  the  inhabitants  and  possessors,  who  hold  them 
of  no  lord,  but  the  King  of  Spain,  who  is  Lord  of  Biscay. 

There  is  a  board  of  trade  here,  which  is  annually  instituted  by  the 
merchants  of  the  place,  partly  by  lot  and  partly  by  election,  which  de- 
cides all  controversies  arising  in  trade  and  all  the  affairs  of  strangers. 
They  have  never  admitted  any  foreign  consul  to  reside  here,  although 
it  has  been  solicited  by  Holland,  England,  and  France. 

It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  a  constitution  in  its  nature  so  favorable 
to  commerce  should  have  succeeded. 

In  traveling  through  the  provinces  of  Loon  and  Castile  and  observ- 
ing the  numerous  flocks  of  sheep,  with  the  most  beautiful  fleeces  of  wool 
in  the  world,  I  could  not  but  wish  that  some  communication  might  be 
ox)ened  by  which  the  United  States  of  America  might  be  furnished  with 
this  necessary  article  from  this  country.  There  aro.  few  of  our  articles 
of  exportation  but  might  be  sent  to  the  Sp.auish  market  to  advantage; 
rice,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  tobacco,  wheat,  flour,  shiptimber,  masts, 
yards,  bowsprits,  and  salt  fish  might  be  supplied  to  Spain,  and  at  an 
advantage,  and  in  return  she  might  furnish  us  wine,  oils,  fruits,  some 
silks,  some  linens,  perhaps,  and  with  any  quantify  of  wool,  which  is  now 
exported  to  foreign  countries  for  manufacture,  and  might  as  well  be  sent 
to  us,  but  above  all  with  silver  and  gold. 

It  must  be  the  work  of  time  and  a  free  intercourse  between  the  two 
nations  and  a  future  negotiation  to  ripen  these  hints  into  a  plan  that 
may  be  beneficial  to  both.  The  system  of  revenue,  which  it  is  danger- 
ous and  diflicult  to  alter  in  Spain,  as  well  as  in  all  other  countries  of 
Eurox)e,  will  be  the  principal  objection.  I  have  collected  together  with 
some  difficulty  a  few  gazettes,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
Congress,  from  which  all  the  news  may  bo  collected  that  I  have  been  able 
to  learn.  Congress  will  easily  perceive  the  eagerness  with  which  the 
belligerent  powers  are  bent  on  war,  without  manifesting  the  least  dis- 
position for  peace,  and  most  of  all  Great  Britain,  whose  ostentatious 

display  of  trifling  successes  and  whose  weak  cxuHatiou  shows  that 
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iii>lliiiiK  (MIL  iljvci t  III-]'  liotn  Uvr  t'nt'uHis  inniTHc.  But  bIio  is  exhausting 
iiiiil  Hitiktiit;  Iter  font's  ttvi-ry  Any,  witlioiit  gaining  any  lasting  or  solid 
;i<lviiiiti>i;(',  nn<l  nIio  li:i»  icasuu  to  fe»r,  from  tlio  ooiiiLiiuetl  fleets  of 
r'niiici^  1111(1  S|iiiin,  under  hiicU  untorprisiiig,  experienced,  and  approved 
iillIiHM'H  !iH  IVHsriiiiig  nuil  ilii  CliafTanlt,  the  entire  rain  of  her  commerce 
:hhI  niivy  in  tim  cdiiisc.  of  ti  cumpnigu  or  two  more. 
I  tiiivo  tliu  lionor  to  \w,  etc., 

John  Adajhs. 


A.  Leo  to  tUo  Committee  of  Foreign  Aflalis.* 

I'ABIS,  Januats  19,  1780. 

(jKNTi.ioMr.N  :  lliiviiif;  sri^iiifioil  to  llio  Count  de  Vergonncs  tbe  rcBO- 
Ititioti  of  <Jotif;rc!is  iissi-iiliiif;  to  iity  mtnrii,  liis  excqllcnoy  proposed  roy 
t:il:iiig  IcMvu  of  i\n\  kln<;  in  forni,  and  upon  my  doing  so,  tbat  luiuister 
jircN(!iit('d  inc  liis  iiisijcslj's  picture  Bet  iu  diamonds. 

1  tbi>ti<;lit  it  my  duty  to  decline  ticucpting  it,  upon  wliiuli  his  excel- 
Jeni'.y  lulil  nie  it  naN  ;i  murk  of  liis  mnje^ty's  esteem,  and  wns  never 
rel'iiRC<l.  After  l.litsit.  :i|>i>e;irud  to  nio  improper  to  persist  in  the  refusal, 
:iud  I  ri'ecivcd  it  willi  iLdi-terininaliou  tolciiToit  to  the  disposnl  of  Oon- 
Kiesa.  It  is  Riillicii'iit  for  mo  tlint  the  giving  it  is  ndistingnisliod  proof 
lit' the  iintrnllL  iit  wliiit  Ims  been  assorted  that  this  court  was  disgusted 
with  nic  :uh1  diKsiitiNlied  at  my  conduct.  The  present  itself  I  shall  dis- 
pose of  Jicc.oriling  to  tlto  plcuijuru  of  Congress.  His  majesty's  portrait 
[H  f;ravt;u  upon  my  mind  liy  the  justice  and  virtue  which  coustitute  his 
i;hnrncter,  of  wliich  {,'old  Jiiid  jewels  can  not  enhance  the  value. 

Permit  ine  from  tliise.xiunptc  to  remark,  for  tliesakeof  thennulBtcrs, 
Hint  tilts  liiw  should  lii^  ('x))laiMod,  so  as  not  to  leave  them  to  the  dis- 
:iKiecjd>le  iilU'rtiJilive,  of  iiii  ungracious  refusal  or  an  acceptance  that 
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irbom  Mr.  Hartley  bad  iievor  been  ablo  to  obtain  a  yes  or  a  no  on  tbe 
plaiu  qnestion  wbetber  tbo  written  paroles  or  engagements  of  English 
])ri80uer8  set  at  liberty  by  our  cruisers  were  to  be  coniplicil  with.  By 
tbe  resolution  which  you  inform  me  is  now  taken,  not  to  send  any 
more  men  to  Morlaix  than  there  shall  be  assembled  there  to  exchange 
them  with^  I  perceive  they  have  determined  that  such  paroles  are  not 
to  be  regarded ;  I  must  therefore  give  notice  to  our  people  to  trust  no 
more  to  them,  but  to  bring  and  lodge  all  their  prisoners  in  French 
jails.  IIow  much  human  misery  might  be  saved  by  continuing  the 
other  method!  I  thought  confidence,  if  it  hsid  not  begot  confidence, 
would  at  least  have  produced  justice,  but  I  was  mistaken.  The  English 
navy  has  had  the  service  of  more  than  two  hundred  seamen  so  released 
ever  since  May  last.  Had  the  like  confidence  been  placed  in  us,  or  even 
had  those  engagements  been  executed,  I  should  have  sent  over  directly 
from  Holland  in  Dutch  bottoms,  without  writing  for  a  passport,  tlie  pris- 
oners brought  in  there  by  Commodore  Jones,  which  exceeded  five  hun- 
dred, and  without  waiting  [sicj  for  the  agreement  made  a  long  time  after 
between  the  French  and  English  ambassadors  for  their  exchange.  It  is 
surprising  on  how  slight  grounds  Englishmen  can  think  tlieniselves  dis- 
engaged from  their  paroles  given  to  Americans.  There  is  a  Captain 
Tetnall,  who,  with  all  his  ship's  company,  was  releai=$ed  at  Boston  on 
his  promise  to  obtain  in  England  the  relesuso  of  a  Captain  Kobinson 
and  his  company,  who  were  an  equal  number.  On  his  arrival  in 
England  he  found  Captain  liobinson  alresvdy  exchanged,  and  there- 
fore, as  Mr.  Hartley  informs  me,  judges  himself  cpiit  of  his  engagement; 
and  it  seems  we  then  are  to  have  no  men  in  exchange  for  those  given 
for  Captain  K-obinson  and  his  people.  Probably  wo  shall  then  have 
none  neither  for  those  brought  over  upon  Jkitish  faith  with  t>vo  (lags 
of  truce  from  Boston.  Commodore  Jones  released  o?i  their  written 
parole,  they  being  in  bad  liealth,  John  Brownell,  master's  mate,  and 
Samuel  Wightman,  lieutenant  of  marines,  both  of  the  Scrnpis^  soon 
after  their  arrival  in  Holland.  Their  piiroles,  with  many  others,  are  in 
my  hands.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obt4un  an  account  of  the  pris- 
oners we  have  in  Spain.  Here  are  forty-eight  at  I/Orient  and  thirty-six 
or  thirty  eight  at  Brest,  which  may  all  soon  be  rendered  at  i\Iorhiix  if  a 
cartel  should  arrive  there.  Enclosed  I  send  a  second  pass  for  that  i)lace. 
I  trouble  you  with  it,  jvs  I  apprehend  Mr.  Hartley,  who  wrote  for  it,  may 
be  out  of  town.  1  am  persujided,  too,  that  if  you  can  [)rocnre  any 
favorable  change  in  the  sentiments  of  their  lordships  of  the  admiralty 
relating  to  parole  i)risoner8,  of  which  1  should  bo  glad  to  hear,  it  will 
be  a  pleasnro  to  your  benevolent  mind. 

I  rejoice  to  learn  the  frie?ids  1  esteemed  and  loved  when  in  England 
continue  well.    Bo  pleased  to  remember  me  to  them  affectionately. 
With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  yours,  etc.,* 


•  'I 


This  letter  was  addressed  to  Mr..  Hodgson,  euro  of  (iiiill,  Hodgson  S:,  Co.,  mer< 
chants,  Loudon. 
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Luienia  to  Washington.* 
[TriMinlatioii.] 

PiiiLADBLPHiA,  Joniutrj/  23, 1780. 

>Siit:  A<1vicc.s  rnci-Mitly  iix^eired  fi-oiii  Kiirope  make  mention  of  tbe 
edint-M  nliH'h  llic  I'ldKlish  Imvo  niailo  in  Germany  to  procure  recrnit* 
anil  iKMv  li'vjpH,  Jtiiil  III'  till',  tiiflicnlty  they  linve  oxperienceU  oven  on  the 
)iiii  t  of  tlio-w  <!OnrtH  witli  wtiom  tlicy  h«U  liefore  treated.  Tbe  greatest 
|iiirt  of  l.lio  (iiTMiiiii  )iriiic;efl  nlio  bave  BoUl  snliliers'to  tbe  conrt  of  Lou- 
ilnii  now  l>li]»Ii  lit  tlK'so  Hiilos,  wliicli  bnveoxcitcil  their  RiibjoctsngainBt 
Ilium,  anil  nbiith,  l)i>siil{>8,  liavo  drsiiicil  their  atates.  They  are  relnct- 
aiiL  to  K'^'o  tn>o|>H  to  a  iiowcr  tliat  ia  nialtinff  nar  againnt  France,  witb 
wliom  tlic.v  Imve  always  picKPrvei)  ainii;!)l>lo  tieaj  anil  I  am  aHsnreil 
tliJit  it  in  oven  iloiilitfiil  wlii'llicr  the  IJngliali  irill  be  able  to  prootire  a 
few  ntcniits  to  i;oiri|ilclo  llie  (lorpa  tliey  bave  in  America. 

1  am  inroniioil  that  IIioku  cirvnnistaiicos  buvo  determined  the  liritinb 
(lOvi'rniiK'iit.  to  make  cvi-ry  cflbrti  to  obtain  men  in  America  whom  lUey 
uan  not  ititKMi ^(^  in  l'}nri>|ii>,  and  tliiit  Mr.Clinton  hiiR  received  orders  to 
K)mntno  pairm  loell'i'iit  |]iei>.\cbuni;uor  dclivtirnnceof  tbe  tronpHorthe 
con  vi'iilionof  finnilii^^a  uiiil  ol'  other  prisunors  who  are  in  tbe  hands  of  (ho 
AincricanH.  It  i-saililril  that  tbe  wnnt  of  the  t^oiiit  of  London  for  8obUei-a 
in  Ko  prcssiitir,  Ihat  ('K'ni-iid  Clinton  lian  been  nntliorizcd  to  aiirmonnt 
;ill  tbodiHiituKii'N  nlijcli  may  itri»o  in  tim  nef;'>lintioti  of  this  cxehiinge, 
^■'nl  tliatliu  is  I'M' II  pi-iiiiiiii-il  in  RusHoFabaoliitoiigceBaity  to  treat  witli 
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to  make  the  thirteou  States  to  be  considered  i\s  Hubjected  to  the  English 
domination,  and  you  will  judge  of  what  importance  it  is  to  .you  to  treat 
with  the  court  of  London  upon  the  footing  of  perfrct  equality,  and  how 
useful  an  act  of  this  nature  may  be  to  the  negotiations  of  Congress  in 
Europe,  wheu  they  can  add  to  all  the  facts  of  which  the  court  of  Madrid 
makes  meulion  in  its  memoir  a  cartel  regidated  on  a  footing  of  perfect 
parity,  and  which  would  prejudge  beforehand  the  (inestion  of  your  inde- 
pendence. I  congratulate  myself  that  this  negotiation  is  in  your  hands, 
and  I  am  well  persuaded  that  nothing  will  pass  derogatory  to  tin*  part 
which  my  court  has  taken  in  acknowledging  the  independence  and  the 
perfect  sovereignty  of  the  United  SUUes. 

I  shall  intrust  to  your  excellency  that  the  king  is  disposed  to  send 
over  succors  to  this  continent  of  arms  and  ammunition,  but  as  the  events 
of  the  sea  are  uncertain,  I  believe  that  it  will  be  proper  to  make  no 
change  in  the  measures  which  may  have  be«n  taken  otherwise  to  i)ro- 
cure  them.  This  news  not  having  reached  me  till  yesterJay,  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  make  a  communication  of  it  to  Congress. 

As  you  may  be  retained  in  your  quarters  by  important  considerations, 
1  propose  to  go  to  render  you  my  duties  in  the  conrtse  of  the  next  month, 
and  confer  with  your  excellency  on  objects  of  great  importance,  and 
relative  to  the  measures  necessary  to  push  tiie  next  cauipaign  widi 
vigor,  and  to  put  the  American  army  in  a  condition  truly  i)roper  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  upon  the  continent,  whilst  his  nnijesty  and  the 
King  of  Spain  shall  display  in  the  other  parts  of  the  world  all  their 
forces  to  secure  advantageous  terms  of  peace  to  the  allies. 
I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

LUZKRNE. 

P.  S. — This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your  excellency  by  M.  de  Gal- 
van,  who  has  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  mnjor  by  your  goodness,  lie 
desires  to  merit  it  anew,  and  prays  me  to  soli(*Jt  you  to  put  his  zeal  in 
activity.  I  shall  be  very  grateful  for  what  you  may  b«».  pleased  to  do  for 
him.  He  was  particularly  recommended  to  me  by  the  minister  of  France. 
Ue  appeared  to  me  to  merit  a  great  deal  from  his  zeal  and  from  his 
personal  attachment  to  your  excellency. 


PAPEI18   MKNTIONKI)   IN    THK   Am)VK   M/rTKK. 

!No,  I. — Tinii»ln(ioii. 

[Extiactof  H  dispatch  communicaU'd  by  Lord  Wcyiiiniith.  (he  aiiih]iR8ni!ui  nC  ICii^'Iaiid  t(i  the  court  or 

Madrid,  to  I^oid  Omul  ham  on  the  IGlli  oC  jM:iich.  177'.).) 

Let  the  Colonics  propose  aLso  their  gricvniioi'8^  iiikI  tli  ^  conditidiiH  for  their  Hcciirily 
or  for  their  precaution,  in  order  that  the  continuance  and  auth(»rity  of  lawful  govern- 
ment may  be  ro-cstabliBlied  ;  and  then  avc  8haII  kco  if  a  dirrct  and  inunodiato  accom- 
modation can  take  phico.  If  Uiis  nmuio  method  is  prcfcrrctl  in  this  last  caNe  only,  lot 
a  truce  be  made  iu  North  Auiorioa ;  that  iti  to  say,  a  real  truce  uud  auHpouttiou  of  arms, 
WU—VOL  lil ;jo 
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il:i1<lJHlii-<liiiiilsui'.iiruil  tlieliliorty  uiiilDntateBofperMiMofevBrf 
iirt  ft  vJDtaiice  AgBiiwt  tbe  rM|i»otive  ■iibjeota,  or  Kft^OBt  *!>* 

tlii'v  ixiHtnivi,  lie  iiiwlo  tuci^uBO.  Dudug  tliiH  triioe  the  Freoch 
i;irlii'iil:iv  uixivuriis,  Bvniiliii};  tliuroliy  ttio  aiispkluUMto  nliicb 
,'  i-Niiiiw  lliuiiiBoIvKB  ir  tlicy  vtIhIi  tu  <uv<ilvc  In  Ilia  u«Kotlutloii 
;■<  ri'liilivirly  to  tliu  ]int|(iiii1oil  iiitonwta  uf  llioM  wIicmu  France, 
liiM'  iillii-H,  mill  his  iiinjvHly  will  bo  able  to  oalabliali  Uie  gov- 
>iiiLiiii>iiH  vviliioiit  aull'iiriiit;  tbe  liiiiulli&tiuii  of  not  receiviug, 

:i   itouluLuil  ouuiuy,  tUa  coiiiliUoua  vhlcli  re|[artl  Ibis  govem- 

Sa.  J.-TnuslaUDii. 


it;*.] 


'.dkIuiO.  dtted  Sd  of  Api  il. 


Ii-liifi  to  nilJiiMl  tlii>)i 


>|i[>Mi[i()UH  had  iirriv-Dil  huie  iiiiiuMliatelj  aflei  tha  king  hud 
iiii  111'  I'ltconulliiitiitu.  Huvunil  iltniuuUies  iui|{h(  hitvo  buuii 
liy  Ili»  iiioillIlunlluuH  which  iu));hl  Uavu  boou  najfotiAttid, 
;iiiil  rvuigivounl  cui]Q<leuuo,  ks  wcllus  thudonire  nfobMluiug 
(■  Iiml  iitoru  thau  two  luuntbs,  wiLliouc  rockoulug  the  tiiiia 
ir,  :iii<l  iif tiir  liaviii)!;  ubHurvud  Ihut  duriug  this  interval  tb<i]r 
il  iiiujiiinitiiiiia  ufwur,  it  iuiiit(iiuc«8iwrily  bu  Hiwiiected  that 
II  Ii-I  Kliilv  away  thu mull ths  which  the caiii|)aigii  might  aiill 
iviihvij;or.  InthiNciMu  nil  tlio  utl'urtaof  tho  king  to  biiiig 
•in  til  iii'iico  woiilil  be  iiiell'uutiiiil.  Nevvrthokra  hia  uii\|i»ty, 
luiinr  of  liiH  lovo  of  hiiuiaiilty,  and  lo  inako  it  ap|>ear  that 
til  Hliiji  mid  [iruvuut  tbo  culumilioa  of  war,  haa  onteiiNt  to 
Ihu  riillutviiiK  iiUii,  wlilub  will  bauu  hia  ixirt  an  ultiiuatiim 

II  tiiiliiiiituit  Hiispoiiiiiuii  iif  uriiiH  with  Fmiiuo,  ou  coiiditiou 
i^runt  (lowurs  ciin  broiik  it  without  advurtialiig  the  other  a 

i''i'.slii1ili!itiiiig  I'uuiprocal  HiHMit'ity  anil  good  faith  botweun  I  ho 
lliis  HiiHiK'iisiun  cil'  iiostiliUoH,  tburu  aliall  bo  i>  KoUetul  ihs- 
II-  luiiiitli  on  tUoHiileiif  liiiro)iu,  in  four  iiiontliH  on  tiiat  ul 
Tor  Ihoao  of  Africa  and  of  Asia,  the 
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indepeodont  in  fact.  That  iu  cafie  nil  the  bolligereut  powers,  or  auy  others  among 
then),  or  even  the  Colonies  themsclvus,  demand  that  the  treaties  or  acconimodatious 
which  are  concladed  be  guarantied  by  those  powers  and  by  Spain,  they  sliall  in 
effect  be  so  guarantied.  And  the  Catholic  king  now  offers  his  guaranty  for  the  pre- 
liminaries.'' 

No.  3.— TraniiilatioD. 

[Bxtroct  from  the  exposiUon  of  tho  motlvea  of  tlie  conrt  or  Spain  rclalivo  to  Englaud.] 

Among  tho  propositions  of  the  ultimatum  of  the  King  of  Spain  there  is  one  for 
which  the  British  cabinet  has  affected  to  have  the  greatest  repugnance,  and  that  is 
the  proposition  which  imparts  that  the  Colonies  shall  be  treated  as  independent  in 
fact  dnring  the  interval  of  the  truce.  It  is  extraordinary,  since  it  is  even  ridiculous, 
that  the  court  of  London,  after  having  treated  the  Colonics  during  the  war  as  iucle- 
pendent  not  only  in  fact,  but  also  of  right,  should  have  any  repugnance  to  treat  them 
as  independent  only  in  fact  during  the  truce  or  suspension  of  arms.  The  convention  of 
Saratoga,  Qenerat  Burgoyne  considered  as  a  lawful  prisoner,  the  exchange  and  lib- 
eration of  other  colonial  prisoners,  the  nomination  of  couiuiissioners  to  meet  the 
Americans  at  their  own  homes,  the  act  of  having  asked  peace  of  them,  and  to  treat 
with  them  or  with  Congress,  and  a  hundred  other  facts  of  this  nature,  authorized  by 
the  conrt  of  London,  have  been  genuine  signs  of  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Colonies. 

It  is  the  English  nation  itself  who  can  best  judge  and  decide  whether  nil  these 
acts  are  as  compatible  with  the  honor  of  the  British  crown  oh  would  be  that  of 
granting  to  the  Colonies,  by  the  interposition  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  a  suHpciiHion 
of  arms  to  discuss  their  differences  and  to  treat  them  during  this  interval  as  inde- 
pendent in  fact. 


H.  Laurens  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

OilARLESlON,  January  24,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  11th  instant  I  had  tho  honor  of  ieceivinp:,vonr 
commands  of  the  AltU  ultimo,  accompanied  by  two  acts  of  Conii^reiis, 
one  of  the  23d  of  November,  1779,  for  drawing  bills  of  exchange  "on  Mr. 
John  Jsiy  for  one  hundred  thousand  ])ounds  sterling,  and  on  Mr.  Henry 
Laurens  i'or  a  like  sum,"  and  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report,  etc.; 
the  other  of  the  20th  of  November,  for  carrying  the  first  act  into  effect 
by  modes  therein  specified.  Neither  of  these  acts  intimates  where  the 
iuteuded.  drafts  are  to  be  paid,  nor  where  Congress  expects  me  to  be  at 
the  presentation  of  the  bills  which  are  to  be  assigned  for  my  accept- 
ance, nor  directs  me  to  funds  for  discharging  them,  nor  do  the  contents 
of  your  said  favor  of  the  11th  of  December  elucidate  these  ambiguities. 

Probably,  however,  it  might  have  been  expected  that,  although  I  am 
to  cross  the  Atlantic  single,  and  the  bills  in  quadruplicate,  and  although 
I  am  not  yet  honored  with  the  act  of  Congress  appointing  me  to  nego- 
tiate a  loan  iu  Europe,  which  should  have  been  lodged  iu  my  hands  as 
the  corner-stone  for  proceeding,  nor  with  means  for  procuring  or  paying 
for  a  passage  thither,  nor  with  other  necessary  and  promised  .acts  and 
letters  from  Congress,  I  am  to  meet  one  bill  of  each  set  in  some  part  of 
the  United  Netherlands. 
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'i'akiiif;  for  gnuili-d,  llle^c^^l>^e,  IbiU  Ibu  bilU  arc  not  to  be  presenteil 
to  itie  ill  niiy  piirt  of  Aiiterica,  I  sliall  embark  fur  Europe  by  tbu  Brat 
o[iiiortiiiiity,  atii)  if  it  {tlciiKc  God  tbat  1  uirive  in  sufely,  1  shall  proceed 
to  I';iriH  iUKl  Ain.steriiDiii  wttli  all  poasiblo  dispatch,  wbuul  shall  uxpect 
to  receive  riirtlicr  iiiiil  more  explicit  commands  from  Congress  lor 
enabling  me  to  maiii^  tlio»t!  vigorous  exertions  ou  which  yoa  ara  pleutscd 
to  Hiiy  llic  creilit  of  our  piiper  currency,  or,  whieh  is  the  same  thing,  the 
credit  of  tliese  United  States,  depends.  Had  I  l>eeu  apprised  iu  proper 
time  that  this  <|uiel{  step  in  nccommodutioii  bills  had  been  in  embryo, 
1  should  nut  have  liad  resulutiou  tu  face  tbem.  Should  there  now  be 
any  failure,  it  will  nut  be  the  result  of  delinquency  iu  any  respect  on 
ni.v  jiiirt, 

1  cntr<>at  yon,  gonilcmuii,  to  inform  Congrcas  that  I  have  engaged 
for  a  passage  to  l''rnnce  ou  board  the  Freiicli  liigate  Chimere,  cuni- 
niatided  by  the  Chevalier  Uurumain,  wtio,  atthe  special  request  of  this 
kjtatu,  is  gone  on  a  short  crtiiae  on  the  coast  in  company  with  three  of 
the  GoiitiEK'iituI  frigates,  with  a  prospect  of  intercepting  some  ot  the 
eiiciny'8  traiiKpurt  Nlii|is  and  troops  from  Vew  York  intended  for  Qeor- 
giii ;  that  immediati-ly  after  the  Chimere  arrives  at  the  bar  of  Uharlee- 
tuii.  niiitliei'  she  is  to  return  for  necessary  stores  for  her  voyage,  I 
tiliall  oniliark;  that  if  any  accident  shall  prevent  her  return,  I  will 
crnlH'aeu  the  veiy  ne.xt  earliest  upiiortuiiilyor  proceeding,  either  direct 
for  Kiii'ipe  or  by  ujiy  of  the  West  Indies,  without  regard  to  my  own 
private  interest  ur  iiidaljjcLice.  No  vessel  has  sailed  from  this  iwrtfor 
liurupi'  since  my  arrival  heie. 

1  have  the  lioaor  to  be,  etc., 

Henky  Laurens. 
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Ltizeme  to  the  ProBldeut  of  CongreBB.* 

[Translation.'] 

PiilLADELPiiiA,  January  25,  1780. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Franco  has  received  express 
orders  from  tlie  king,  his  master,  to  inform  Congress  that  the  present 
situation  of  the  affairs  of  tlie  alliance  in  Europe  announces  the  necessity 
of  another  campaign,  which  is  indispensable  to  bring  England  to  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  thirteen  Uin"te<l  States, 
which  is  the  essential  purpose  of  the  present  war.  That  power  is  mak- 
ing preparations  the  most  proper  for  continuing  the  war  with  vigor, 
and  appears  willing  to  employ  in  the  course  of  this  year  all  the  mcjui^ 
possible  to  procure  reparation,  by  some  important  enterprise,  for  the 
losses  it  h<as  already  sustained.  Congress  can  not  doubt  that  in  this 
situation  of  affairs  his  most  Christian  mnjesty  and  the  King  of  S[)ain 
Lave  concerted  plans  to  maintain  that  superiority  by  sea  which  hjvs 
begun  to  appear  in  their  favor,  and  the  underwritten  1ms  reason  to 
believe  that  the  United  States  have  nothing  to  desire  of  their  ally 
touching  the  use  ho  is  making  of  the  resources  of  his  realm  and  the 
efficacy  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  cabinets  of  Versailles  and 
Madrid. 

But  while  this  powerful  diversion  retains  in  Europe  and  the  West 
Indies  the  greater  part  of  the  laud  and  sea  forces  of  the  common  enemy. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  United  States,  on  their  part,  should 
make  efforts  proportionable  to  the  greatness  of  the  object  for  which  they 
are  contending.  The  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of 
war  is  to  push  it  with  new  vigor,  to  take  eflectunl  measures  immedi- 
ately for  completing  the  army  and  putting  it  in  condition  to  begin  an 
early  campaign. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  concert,  as  far  as  the  distance  of  places  will 
permit,  a  plan  of  common  operations,  and  this  is  one  of  the  principal 
points  on  which  the  underwritten  minister  is  ordered  to  consult  with 
Congress.  lie  is  also  ordered  to  assure  this  assembly  that  the  king, 
being  informed  of  the  wants  of  the  American  army  with  respect  to 
arms  and  ammunition,  has  commanded  his  ministers  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  for  supplying  them.  It  is  necessary  that  the  under- 
written minister  should  confer  with  Congress  on  the  subjects  just  men- 
tioned. Besides,  he  has  some  particular  circumstances  to  communicate 
relative  to  the  present  or  probable  state  of  the  negotiations,  and  he  de- 
sires that  this  assembly  will  be  i)leased  to  inform  him  in  what  manner 
they  will  receive  the  communication,  the  subject  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  plan  of  operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  requires  the  most 
profound  secrecy.  In  the  mean  while  he  now  only  assures  Congress 
that  in  the  whole  course  of  the  negotiations  carried  on  last  year  the 
king  would  not  listen  to  either  peace  or  truce  without  an  assurance  of 

some  sort  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Luzerne. 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  670. 


proceeded  with  licr  to  Toulon;  but  on  iirrivii 
lieiinl  of  tlio  success  of  the  enouiy  in  tiie  Mo 
cruisers  near  this  const,  whom  wc  had  fortu 

The  further  prosecution  of  my  vojago  hav 
I  gave  notice  of  my  appointment  and  arriva 
the  secretary  of  state  for  the  department  of  tbi 
the  enclosed  No.  1  is  a  copy,  and  also  to  Goni 
of  which  the  enclosed  No.  2  is  a  copy.  Mr.  < 
the  former,  and  M.  Gerard  will  be  so  obligin 
latter. 

While  at  Martinico  I  drewa  bill  upon  you  fo 
half  Johannes  In  favor  of  Mr.  Jiingham,  of  ^ 
letter  from  thence,  and  enclosed  a  copy  of  i 
which  anthorized  that  measure. 

Although  I  had  letters  with  me  to  gentlen 
yet  It  unluckily  happened  that  I  had  none 
may  imagine,  therefore,  that  I  was  at  first 
article  of  money,  but  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
and  nnsolicited  offers  of  Chevalier  lioche  an 
easy  on  that  head  for  the  present.  By  th 
livres  tournois  from  Messrs.  Qulutiukeret  & 
4,079  livres  tournois,  that  being,  it  seems,  t 
The  bill  Is  dated  the  25th  instant,  and  is  mi 
tlou  of  sixty  days  from  the  date,  which  thej 
drawing  bills  here. 

American  credit  suffers  exceedingly  in  thi 
our  loan  oCDce  bills,  payable  in  France,  hav 
but  have  been  dehiyed  payment  under  varic 
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yon  by  all  meana  panctnnlly  to  pay  the  bill  in  qnestion.  Private  honor 
forbids  that  tbese  {ccntleinen  should,  by  nn  act  of  kindness  to  me,  ex- 
pose their  friends  to  inconveniences,  and  ])nblic  credit  demands  that 
the  reputation  of  Congre-ss  be  not  destroyed  by  the  protest  of  bills  drawn 
nnder  their  immediate  authority  for  the  necessary  support  of  their  serv- 
ants; and  I  might  also  add  tliat  if  this  bill  shouM  fail  there  will  bo 
an  end  put  to  my  credit.  On  the  consequences  of  sucli  nn  event  it  is 
neither  necessary  or  pleasant  to  dwell. 

I  have  in  my  possession  several  letters,  or  rather  packets,  directed 
to  you,  and  am  much  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  them.  Bo  pleased  to 
direct  me.  There  are  many  things  I  wish  to  say  to  you,  but  yon  must, 
my  dear  sir,  excuse  my  postponing  them  to  another  opportunit}'.  I 
have  been  so  confined  since  my  arrival  by  preparing  letters  for  Madrid, 
France,  and  America  that  I  have  not  yet  been  two  hours  out  of  my 
chamber. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  sir,  and  long  continue  to  you  the  blessing  of 

health  and  cheerfulness. 

lielieve  me,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

P.  S. — Be  pleased  to  present  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams.  1  shall 
do  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  him  by  the  next  opportunity. 
When  we  left  Philadelphia  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache,  with  their  children 
(which  are  really  Que  ones),  were  in  perfect  health. 


Jay  to  A.  Lee." 

Cadiz,  January  20,  1780. 

Sm :  As  a  knowledge  of  the  measures  you  may  have  takeu  and  the 
information  you  may  have  acquired  relative  to  the  objects  of  your  com- 
mission from  the  United  States  of  America  to  conclude  treaties  with 
his  Catholic  majesty  \iould  probably  enable  me  with  greater  facility 
and  advantage  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  appointment,  permit  me,  sir, 
to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  communicate  the  same  to  me,  in  such 
manner  as  you  may  judge  most  prudent. 

I  have  in  my  possession  some  letters  directed  to  you  ;  they  arc  volu- 
minous, and  probably  contain  printed  papers.  They  may  also  be  con- 
fidential and  important  to  you.  Under  these  circumstances  I  can  only 
judge  of  your  inclination  by  what  would  be  my  own  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion. [  should  wish  that  they  might  be  detained  till  I  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  directing  the  manner  of  their  conveyance.  Upon  this 
principle  they  shall  remain  among  my  papers  till  I  receive  yonr  orders 
what  to  do  with  them.t 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

•  MSS.  Dop.  of  SUto;  4  Sparkn'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  141. 
t  See  the  answer  to  this  letter,  infraf  March  17,  1780. 
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Ftankllu  to  Dumas.  *  • 

Passy,  January  27, 17S0. 
>KAit  Silt;  T  it'ci-jvnil  yoiira  of  tlifl  Ultli  instant.  1  sball  bogliiil  to 
I'll  liow  llir  l;ikiii;;iif  llK^  Diitdi  flIiipH  lias  been  aoGominodtttoil.  We 
v  vet  III)  iioivs  orilin  AUinHce,hnt  enp|>oaeBlie  Is  cruining.  Wo  ni-e 
m  in  |iaiii  Tiir  tlK>  Cmi/eiteracg,  wliicli  sailoil  on  tlio  SStli  of  OctoUer 
II  tlt»  rjt|ii'H  i>r  Dcliiiviuc  Tlicro  is  some  bo[)e  that  sbe  went  to 
ii'li-.stiiii  (o  tiiUt<  in  Mi:  (jiuiroiiH,  ns  souio  possen^erB  arrived  in 
iiii;t',  nlio  hit  l'liiliiil(-l|iliitt  Bi}vt>i'»l  weeks  artor  ber  sailiog,  say  it 
4  u  cciuTil  ojiinion  kIio  wunid  <!iill  tbero  before  she  departcil  fur 
io|»..J 

Fii-tiil  .Villi  ciicliiscil  -.i  tniiiHliitioiiorn  letter,  vhioU  I  think  I  son t  you 
(iriKitiiil  iif'lii-roiv.  l'iTlia|)H  it  mtiy  Horvo  onr  Leyilen  frionil. 
mil  Kuny  .voii  \\:i\f  itiiv  (tiU'vii^nco  with  tlio  ninlKissrulor,  nnci  wish 
to  iic<iiiiim<>iluli'  it  :iH  snuii  ns  |H)ssihlu.  Depeiiil  n|>oii  it  that  uo  . 
cvt'.i- liiii'w  (nun  iiic,  tliivtyoti  hml  spokun  or  written  against  any 
son.  Tticti'  is  one  roixicrnint;  wiioni  I  think  you  somotimcs  receive 
>n<'ons  iMroriiiiilion.  In  one  piiiticiilnr  I  know  yon  weroiiiisinrormci), 
I  (if  Inssclliji^^nHiiitii.v  iit  iinenorniniiM)K-ollt.   Tlio  truth  \»,  we  iicrer 


B.  Franklin. 
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tween  x^s  may  prescribo.  In  your  conversations  with  people  about  tbe 
court,  impress  them  with  au  ideA  of  our  strong  attachment  to  Frnnce, 
yet  so  as  to  avoid  permitting  them  to  imbibe  an  opinion  of  our  being 
under  the  direction  of  any  counsels  but  our  own.  TliO  former  will  in- 
duce them  to  think  well  of  our  constancy  and  good  faith,  the  latter  of 
our  independence  and  self  respect. 

Discover,  if  possible,  whether  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Versailles 
entertain,  in  any  degree,  the  same  mutual  disgusts  which  we  are  told 
prevail  at  present  between  the  two  nations,  and  be  cautious  when 
you  tread  on  this  delicate  ground.  It  wouhl  also  be  useful  to  know 
who  are  the  king's  principal  confidants  and  the  trains  leading  to  each. 

To  treat  prudently  with  any  nation,  it  is  essential  to  know  the  state 
of  its  revenues.  Turn  your  attention,  therefore,  to  this  object,  and 
endeavor  to  learn  whether  the  public  expenditures  consume  their  an- 
nual income,  or  whether  there  be  any  and  what  overplus  or  deficiency, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  former  is  disposed  of  or  the  latter  sup- 
plied. 

If  an  opportunity  should  oiler,  inform  yourself  as  to  the  regulations 
of  the  press  at  Madrid,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  kingdom;  and  the 
particular  character  of  the  person  at  the  head  of  that  department. 
Endeavor  to  find  some  person  of  adequate  abilities  and  knowledge  in 
the  two  languages  to  translate  English  into  Spanish  \^ith  propriety, 
and,  if  possible,  elegance.  I  wish  also  to  know  which  of  the  religious 
orders,  and  the  individuals  of  it,  are  most  esteemed  and  favored  at 
court. 

.  Mention,  as  nmtter  of  intelligence  rather  than  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment, the  cruelties  of  the  enemy,  and  the  influence  of  that  conduct  on 
the  passions  of  Americans.  This  will  bo  the  more  necessary,  as  it 
seems  we  are  suspected  of  retaining  our  former  attachments  to  Britain. 

In  speaking  of  American  afl'airs,  remember  to  do  justice  to  Virginia 
and  the  western  country  near  the  Mississippi.  Recount  their  achieve- 
ments against  the  savages,  their  growing  numbers,  extensive  settle- 
ments, antl  aversion  to  Britain  for  attempting  to  involve  them  in  the 
horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  Let  it  appear  also  from  your  representa- 
tions that  ages  will  bo  necessary  to  settle  those  extensive  regions. 

Let  it  be  inferred  from  your  conversation  that  the  expectations  of 
America,  as  to  my  reception  and  success,  are  sanguine;  that  they  have 
been  rendered  the  more  so  by  the  suggestions  of  ])crsons  generally 
supposed  to  speak  from  authorit3',  and  that  a  disa|)pointment  would  be 
no  less  unwelcome  than  unexpected. 

I  am  persuaded  that  pains  will  be  taken  to  delay  my  receiving  a 
decided  answer  as  to  my  reception  until  the  sentiments  of  Franco 
shall  be  known.  Attempts  will  also  be  made  to  suspend  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  our  independence  on  the  condition  of  our  acceding  to 
certain  terms  of  treaty.  Do  nothing  to  cherish  either  of  these  ideas; 
but,  without  being  explicit,  treat  the  latter  in  a  manner  expressive  of 
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rrfirrt.  nti<I  at)t)r('liPtiKioii,  timl  ticcm  to  conBidor  my  reception  as  a 
rni-iiKiin\  wlijoli  ««•  hiipcil  woiiUI  bo  immccliiitely  taken,  nttlioiigli  tbe 
liiisiiii'sfl  or  till'  iii-;ri)tiiUioii  might  be  postponed  till  Frauce  could  have 
an  opporlitnit.v  of  liiUiiii;  tiio  ntop  she  migbt  tliiiilc  proiier  on  tlie  ooca- 

Ydii  nil]  iilI'iT  lo  h-niiRMiit  to  mo  any  dispatches  Trhich  M.  Oalvpz 
nin.v  tliink  inopcr  to  roiifido  to  yoii,  or  to  rotnni  with  them  yonreeKif 
nioio  iisi'crahltf  to  liini. 

Vim  nill  U;  .'it.lcniivo  to  nil  other  objects  or  nsernl  information,  such 
ns  tint  cliaraclcr!),  vii-ws,  and  connections  of  important  indiridiials ;  the 
plan  of  npi-ratioiiR  for  tliP  next  campaign;  whether  an j,  and  what, 
secret  overlnroH  liavo  hicii  made  by  Itritnin  to  Franco  or  tS|)ain,  or  tiy 
eillier  of  tlieni  to  lier,  or  each  other;  whether  any  of  tho  other  powers 
have  nmiiifested  n  disposition  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  and  whutber  it 
in  probiitilc  that  any,  imd  which,  of  them  will  become  mediators  for  a 
(;enerid  pciiee  and  on  what  plan.  If  the  wnr  should  continue,  it  wtmld 
he  iidvsiriUiReons  lo  know  whether  Spain  means  to  carry  on  any  serious 
operations  for  possessing  herself  of  the  Flortdas  and  banks  of  tbe 
MissiNsippi,  elc. 

AUIioii;;li  I  have  cnnfulencp  in  yonr  prudence,  yet  permit  mo  to 
recotniMciid  to  yiiii  the  jireatpst  cinininspectioii.  Command  yourself 
niidet' every  cirunrnslatii'i-;  on  the  one  hand,  avoid  being  suspectetl  of 
servilily,  and  on  tlic  oIIht,  let  your  temper  bo  always  even  and  your 
allontiod  nnrerriitli'd 


JANUARY    27,  1780.  475 

to  France  by  water,  and  it  wonld  in  my  opinion  have  been  indelicate, 
and  therefore  imprudent,  to  have  pasne^l  silently  through  this  kingdom 
to  that,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  communication  to  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty,  which  could  be  fully  conveyed  by  paper.  On  this  subject 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  further  remarks  in  a  future 
letter. 

Congress  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  propriety  and  plan  of  my 
conduct  from  the  papers  herewith  enclosed,  viz:  a  copy  of  a  letter  to 
M.  Ualvez,  the  Spanish  minister;  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Count  i1q 
Yergennes  (of  both  these  I  have  sent  copies  to  Dr.  Franklin);  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  the  honorable  Arthur  Lee  ;  and  a  copy  of  my  instructions 
to  Mr.  Carmichael. 

As,  in  pursuance  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be  my  duty,  I  shall  render 
frequent,  particular,  and  confidential  accounts  of  my  proceedings  t(» 
Congress,  I  flatter  myself  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  return  of 
them  to  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JouN  Jay. 


FrankUn  to  Carmichael.* 

Pahs Y,  January  27,  1 780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  before  me  your  favors  of  October  25,  November 
6,  and  December  21.  1  do  not  know  whether  the  Duke  de  Crillon, 
whom  you  recommend,  is  come  to  Paris.  That  letter  came  while  1  wns 
ill,  and  I  have  not  since  heard  any  thing  of  him.  But  I  will  inquire  for 
him  of  the  prince,  to  whom  it  was  not  till  yesterday  that  I  was  able  to 
pay  my  respects,  and  to  thank  the  princess  for  their  civilities  to  m.v 
compatriots  ut  Madrid.  You  desire,  as  she  had  not  the  print  she  re- 
quested, that  I  wonld  show  her  the  original  to  advantage.  It  hap])ene(l 
unluckily  otherwise,  for  by  the  mistake  of  my  man,  who,  it  seems,  had 
inquired  for  the  princess  instead  of  the  prince,  I  was  shown  into  a 
dressing-room  where  a  lady  was  at  her  toilet;  and  not  knowing  at  first 
who  it  was,  and  expecting  the  prince,  I  was  a  little  puzzled  till  he  came. 
They  speak  of  you  with  great  regard. 

I  wish  to  know  whether  the  clothing  yon  mention  in  yours  of  No- 
vember 5  is  gone  and  what  the  quantity.  When  I  heard  of  the  taking  of 
clothing  for  fifteen  thonsiind  men  by  the  combined  fleet  from  the  Eng- 
lish I  thought  our  friends  had  si  fineop])ortnnity  of  supplying  our  wants 
in  an  essential  not  immediately  necessary  to  themselves:  1  hope  it  was 
all  sent  to  America.  Ileporls  are  just  now  spread  here,  but  I  do  not  learn 
bow  they  came,  that  M.  Galvez  has  succeeded  at  Pen  sa  col  a.  This  gives 
me  the  more  pleasure,  as  when  Spain  has  done  her  own  business  in  Re- 
covering Florida,  she  may,  perhaps,  think  of  helping  us  to  recover 
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Cii-orRii)  nriil  ('iiroliiiii.  Hnl,  I  own,  too,  tlint  my  expectationa  of  great 
:ii<lH  Irorn  lliat.  iintioii  :int  not  mucli  stronger  tlian  .yours.  As  yet  they 
Idinw  (IK  loo  litlli',  nnd  nn>  Jfaloim  of  us  too  niucli ;  tlieir  long  delay  in 
rtilt'i'inf;  into  trcDly  willi  iin,  hi  ])urs[i)inco  of  tlie  neoret  article, in  to  me 
a  mark  of  liit-ir  not  licrri^'  vi-iy  fond  of  n  connection  with  us,  in  wliicb 
t  tlijnl:  tlicy  inarli  tnJNiaki-.  llieir  true  interest  mill  neglect  sccoring 
Ricat.  iiinl  |)i-Mnaiirnt  iiilvaiitHRes  to  their  country. 

[  tliiitih  villi  fur  v'xir  infiirmnlion  relating  to  the  batteries  opened 
iiRaJiist  iti(>  ill  Aiiii'iira.  I  Kinec  lirar  that  a  motion  has  be^n  made  iu 
(;<iii^'t'<'NH  li.v  a  ('iii'[iliii:i  ini-int>c.r  for  rttcalling  nie,  but  witiioat  success; 
iiitil  tli:it  A.  1<i  r  liiis  piiiiii'il  iv  painplilct  against  inn.  If  my  enemies 
ivoiilil  li:ivi>:t  lillli'  |>iiiti-ni-<>  tlicy  iiinyMionsex^nierenioved  without  tbeir 
flivin;,'  tliciiisclvi's  liny  Iniiililc,  its  1  am  now  seventy-five.  I  know  not 
what  they  can  iiK'ati  by  sayiiit;  that  I  otiponpd  the  settling  of  Mr.  Deane's 
,ir(:iiiiiits.  I  have  no  iiiffioKt  to  iiidneo  such  opiiosition,mid  no  opposi- 
tion liiis  biu'ii  niaih-.  Tlitt  Ci)iif;ri'KK  Appointed  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Nantes,  to 
iiiidit  tlicni;  lie  rufiiscd  tin*  Kcrviee,  and  Mr.  Deaiie  was,  till  very  lately, 

I  aril  clad  yon  liavnniel  wiih  such  civility  from  the  Marquis  D'Vraiida. 
I''roiii  the  i.liunictrr  Mr.  (iiand  gives  iiio  of  him  I  wish  liotli  yon  nud 
Mr.  .bi.v  may  ciiliivatr  bJN  f'ricndsliip.  lie  has  concoivetl  that  Mr.  Jay 
is  toi)  reserved  tmvards  liini  i/ii'il  paroit  toujimrii  fort  bontonnd  van,  I 
lliiiiU,  llic  ox]ui'Hsiini  in  a  htti-r  Mr.  (iraiKl  read  to  me.  Though  1  did 
not  KooiHi-  iinswcr  iMr.  .laj'.s  and  your  Icltcrs  relating  to  your  appoint- 
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between  them  were  coududedy  did  intiko  and  subscribe  a  secret  article 
in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

^^The  most  Christian  king  declares,  in  consequence  of  the  intimate 
union  which  subsists  between  him  and  the  King  of  Spain,  that,  in  con- 
cluding with  the  United  States  of  America  this  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  and  that  of  eventual  and  defensive  alliance,  his  majesty  had 
intended  and  intends  to  reserve  expressly,  as  he  reserves  by  this  pres- 
ent separate  and  secret  act,  to  his  Catholic  majesty  the  i>owcr  of  ac- 
ceding to  the  said  treaties  and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations  at 
such  time  as  he  shall. judge  proper;  it  being  well  understood,  never- 
theless, that  if  any  of  the  stipulations  of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agree- 
able to  the  King  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  majesty  may  propose  other  con- 
ditions analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance,  and  conformably 
to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship.  The  deputies  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  name  of  their  constituents,  acce|>t  the  pres- 
ent declaration  to  its  full  extent;  and  the  deputy  of  the  said  States,  who 
is  fully  empowered  to  treat  with  Spain,  promises  to  sign,  on  the  first 
requisition  of  his  Catholic  mujesty,  the  act  or  acts  necessary  to  com- 
municate to  him  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  above  written.  And 
the  said  deputy  shall  endeavor,  in  good  faith,  the  adjustment  of  the 
points  in  which  the  King  of  Spain  may  propose  any  alteration  conform- 
ably to  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  perfect  amity;  he, 
the  said  deputy,  not  doubting  but  the  person  or  persons  empowered  by 
his  Catholic  majesty  to  treat  with  the  United  States  will  do  the  same 
with  any  alterations  of  tlie  same  kind  that  may  be  thought  necessary 
by  the  said  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States." 

The  Congress,  willing  to  manifest  their  readiness  fully  to  comply  with 
au  article  which  they  have  reason  to  believe  particularly  agreeable  to 
their  great  and  good  ally,  and  being  desirous  of  estsiblishing  perpetual 
amity  and  harmony  with  a  prince  and  nation  whom  they  greatly  re- 
spect, and  with  whom  various  circumstances  lead  them  to  wish  lor  the 
most  cordial  and  permanent  friendship,  have  thought  proi)o.r  to  request 
his  most  Catholic  majesty  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and  thereby 
preclude  the  necessity  of  that  measure's  originating  in  the  manner 
specified  in  the  article.  For  this  purpose  they  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  appoint  me  minister  ])lenipotentiary,  and  directed  me  to  communi- 
cate to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  desire  of  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  request  his  favorable  interposition.  They  also  made  it  my 
duty  to  give  his  most  Catholic  majesty  the  fullest  assurances  of  their 
sincere  disposition  to  cultivate  his  friendship  and  confidence;  and  au- 
thorized me,  in  their  behalf,  to  enter  into  such  treaties  of  alliance, 
amity,  and  commerce,  as  would  become  the  lasting  foundations  of  per- 
petual peace  to  Si)ain  and  the  United  States,  and  the  source  of  ex- 
tensive advantages  to  both. 

Thus  commissioned,  I  embarked  without  delay  on  board  the  frigate 
which  had  been  appointed  to  carry  the  Sieur  Gerard  to  France,  and 
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Riiilcd  svjili  hint  for  tliiir  l;jii!;iliiiii,  fmiii  Peniiflj'lTania,  on  tlie26th  day 
cil  OcIoIht  liisl. 

lint  iiricr  liiiviiif^  liccit  tliirttici)  days  nt  sen  tlie  frigate  was  dis- 
iiiiistcil,  .'tii<l  Ih>i'  niililiT  so  ^rrcittly  iiijui'cd,  na  to  oblige  ua  to  ttUvt  oar 
roiirsc  iiiiil  Hli'cr  riir  MaMinii|iie.  We  iirrivcd  tbere  ou  the  18th  duy  of 
IK-t.-cinlicr  liiKt  ;  iiiiil  Kailcd  fruiii  tliisiicu  on  tliu  28lU  day  of  the  snine 
nioiilli  ill  11  Kri'iicli  fir;::il4t  whicli  wan  bound  toToulou,  but  had  orders 
to  (uiicli  iit  tbiH  purl  tor  iii((!lli{rciicc.  Wo  nrrivvd  hero  the  22d  iustant 
and  iccoivcd  iiilormiil  imi  of  recent  events,  wliicli  rendered  the  further 
[inisociilioii  (if  our  vo,v;i{io  too  Imzanlous  to  be  prudonL 

I'rovitlcniHf  liiiviii^  tliiiK  bcou  pleased  to  bring  ine  directly  to  Spain, 
tlif  icsprt^t  iliK'  to  liis  iiii)8t  O.itholiu  majesty  forbids  me  to  poatpond 
I'oiiiriiiinicalint;  (ii  liiiii  my  appointinoiit  and  arrival;  and  the  same  mo- 
tive will  indiuri;  me  l<i  iviiDiin  lieie  till  lie  Bball  bo  pleased  to  signify  to 
ino  liis  iil(-asiiri' ;  for  iilt1i<in<;b  nothing  would  nfl'ord  me  inoro  eensible 
|ilcaKin'(t  tliiin  lite  Imnir  of  prosonttng  to  hiH  majesty  the  dispatches 
wliirli  I  iun  (■li:iif.'i>il  by  ('ongrutis  to  deliver  to  bim,  yec  on  this,  as  on 
<'V(>ry  (itlior  occasion,  i(  »1i;ill  bo  my  study  to  execute  the  trust  roiiosed 
in  Die  in  Hut  rnaniii'i'  most  jiloaKing  to  his  majesty,  agreeable  to  the 
Irnc  intent  and  nieanin^  of  Mie  article  above  mentioned. 

And  lliat  bis  most.  ClniHiiaii  majesty  may  liave  the  highest  evidence 
of  tliu  intonlioii  anil  ili'KJru  of  Congress  fully  and  faithfully  to  execute 
this  articio,  I  shall  inim(;diatuly  do  myself  the  honor  of  communicating 

and  1  Halter 
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Jay  to  Vergeniies.* 

Cadiz,  January  27,  1780. 

Sib  :  It  is  with  very  seusiblc  pleasure  that  1  coiiiiiience  a  correspond- 
ence with  a  minister  of  whose  disposition  and  abilities  to  promote  the 
ha)>piness  of  my  country  we  have  received  repeateil  proofs,  and  on  a 
subject  that  affords  his  most  Christian  majesty  an  opportunity  of  per- 
ceiving the  desire  and  endeavors  of  the  United  States  to  become  cordial 
and  steadfivst  frieuds  and  allies  to  an  illustrious  branch  of  his  royal 
house. 

By  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America  his  most  Christian  majesty,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  intimate  union  with  the  King  of  Spain,  did  expressly  re- 
serve to  his  Catholic  majesty  the  power  of  acceding  to  the  said  treaties, 
and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations  at  such  time  as  he  should  judge 
pro[>(.*r;  it  being  well  understood,  nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  said 
stipulations  should  not  be  agreeable  to  the  King  of  Spain,  his  Catholic 
majesty  might  propose  other  conditions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim 
ol  the  alliance,  and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equity,  reciprocity,  an<l 
friendship.  And  the  deputy  of  the  said  Stiites,  empowered  to  treat 
with  Spain,  did  promise  to  sign,  on  the  first  requUitioii  of  his  Catholic 
nnijesty,  the  act  or  acts  necessary  to  communicate  to  him  the  stipuhi- 
tions  of  the  treaties  above  mentioneil,  and  to  endeavor  in  good  faith  the 
adjustment  of  the  points  in  which  the  King  of  Spain  might  propose  any 
alteration,  conformable  to  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and 
jier feet  amity. 

But  as  the  above  reservation  has  always  been  no  less  agreeable  to  the 
United  States  than  to  their  great  and  good  ally,  both  considerations 
conspired  in  inducing  them  to  make  the  first  advances  towards  attain- 
ing the  object  of  it.  And  therefore,  instead  of  wailing  till  the  rccpiisi- 
tions  mentioned  in  the  said  articles  should  be  made,  they  have  thought 
proper  to  assure  his  most  Catholic  majesty  not  only  of  their  readiness 
•to  comply  with  the  terms  of  it,  but  of  their  desire  to  obtain  his  confi- 
dence and  alliance  by  carrying  it  immediately  into  execution  on  ilie 
most  liberal  principles.  Trusting  also  that  the  same  wise  reasons  which 
induced  his  most  Christian  majesty  to  give  birth  to  the  said  article 
would  lead  him  to  facilitivte  the  endeavors  of  his  allies  to  execute  it, 
they  resolved  that  their  desire  to  enter  into  the  said  treaties  should  be 
communicated  to  his  majesty',  and  that  his  favorable  interposition 
should  be  requested. 

The  more  fully  to  eflect  these  purposes,  the  Congress  were  pleased,  in 
September  last,  to  do  me  the  honor  of  appointing  me  their  minister 
Xdenipotentiary,  and,  in  pursuance  of  this  appointment,  I  sailed  from 
America  for  France  on  the  2Gth  of  October  last,  with  M.  CeranI,  who 
wjis  so  obliging  as  to  wait  till  I  could  embark  in  the  frigate  avssigned  for 
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his  service.  After  being  tliirteeu  days  at  sea  tbe  frigate  was  dismasted, 
and  her  rudder  so  much  diunagod  that  it  was  thought  imprudent  to  pro- 
ceed on  our  voyage.  We  therefore  steered  for  Martinque,  mid  arrived 
there  on  ISth  of  December.  I  can  not, on  this  occlusion,  forbear  express- 
ing my  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  very  polite  attention  and  hos- 
pitality with  which  we  were  received  and  treated,  both  by  the  officers  of 
govornment  and  many  respectable  inhabitants  of  that  island.  Wo  left 
Martinique  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  in  the  Aurora^  iti  which  I 
expected  to  have  gone  to  Toulon,  but  on  touching  at  this  place,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  further  prosecution  of  our  voyage  had  become  imprac- 
ticable without  iMinning  risks  that  could  not  be  justified. 

Thus  circuniHtanced,  the  respect  due  to  his  most  Catholic  majesty  de- 
manded an  immediate  communication  of  my  appointment  and  anival, 
which  1  had  the  honor  to  make  in  a  letter  to  his  excellency  Don  Joseph 
Galvez,  of  the  council  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  aiul  general  secreUiry  of 
state  for  the  department  of  the  indies,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  coi)y. 

Will  you,  therefore,  sir,  be  so  obliging  as  to  lay  this  circumstance 
before  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  permit  me  through  your  excel, 
lency  to  assure  him  of  the  desire  of  Congress  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  to 
request  his  favorable  interposition  for  that  purpose. 

L  am  hnppy  in  being  able  to  assure  you  that  the  United  States  con- 
sider a  cordial  union  between  France,  Spain,  and  them  as  a  very  desir- 
able and  most  important  object,  and  they  view  the  provision  which  his 
most  Christian  majesty  has  made  for  it  by  the  above-mentioned  article 
noc  only  evincive  of  his  attention  to  his  royal  ally,  but  of  his  regard  to 
them. 

Under  these  views  and  these  impressions  they  are  mostsincerely  dis- 
posed, by  the  liberality  and  candor  of  their  conduct,  to  render  the  pro- 
posed treaties  speedy  in  their  accomplishment  and  per[)etual  in  their 
duration. 

Your  excellency  will  receive  this  letter  by  M.  Gerard,  who  is  so  oblig- 
ing as  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  to  whom  the  Congress  have  been  pleased 
to  give  such  am])le  testimonies  of  their  esteem  and  confidence  as  to 
enable  him  to  exert  his  talents  with  great  advantage  on  every  occa- 
sion interesting  to  them. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  indulging  myself  in  the  pleasure  of  ac- 
knowledging how  mmtli  we  are  indebted  to  the  politeness  and  attention 
of  the  Marquis  dc  la  Flotte  and  the  ofllcers  of  the  Aurora,  during  the 
course  of  our  voyage. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 
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Secret  Journals  of  Congress— Conferences  with  Minister  of  Prance.* 

Jamianj  28,  1780. 

The  committee  uppoiiited  to  receive  the  couiiimiiicutlons  of  the  min- 
ister of  Frauce  reported  the  folio wiug  extracts: 

1.  Extract  of  a  dispatch /rant  Lord  Weymouth  to  Ijord  Sydcnhavij  dated 

IQth  March,  1770. 

My  language  to  the  Marquis  of  Almoihvvar,  flowing  from  my  ardent 
desire  of  peace,  has  gone  too  far  and  failed  in  precision  if  it  imported  a 
disposition  to  exchange  the  royal  honor  and  manifest  rights  for  adecent 
exterior  and  plausible  temperature.  Let  France  propose  her  complaints, 
pretensions,  or  points  of  any  kind  whatever,  and  an  adequate  answer 
will  be  given.  Or  let  there  be  a  truce  for  a  certain  time  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  during  which  period  the  pretensions  of  one  and  the 
other  may  be  adjusted  through  the  goodolUces  of  his  Catholic  majesty. 
Let  the  Colonies  propose  their  complaints,  and  the  conditions  for  their 
security  and  caution  by  which  may  be  re-establisiied  the  continuance 
and  authority  of  a  lawful  government;  we  shall  then  see  if  we  can  come 
to  a  direct  and  immediate  agreement.  Or  if  they  also  prefer  the  method 
above  mentioned,  let  there  be  likewisea  truce  made  with  North  Ainerica — 
that  is,  a  real,  true,  and  efiective  suspension  of  hostilities,  during  which 
the  liberty  and  effects  of  all  sorts  and  chisses  of  persons  may  be  re- 
established and  secured  and  all  violence  susi^euded  on  one  side  nnd  the 
other  against  the  respective  individuals  and  the  estates  or  eflects  they 
possess.  In  these  truces  the  French  may  treat  of  their  own  peculiar 
matters  without  giving  the  umbriige  which  would  be  iuevitable  if  they 
mixed  in  the  negotiation  their  own  particular  advantage  with  the  sup- 
posed interests  of  those  whom  France  affects  to  call  her  allies,  and  his 
Britannic  majesty  may  establish  the  government  of  his  own  dominions 
without  the  disagreeable  circumstance  of  receiving  the  conditions  rela- 
tive thereto  from  the  hands  of  a  declared  enemy. 

2«  The  ultimatum  of  tlie  proposition  made  by  the  Catholic  king  to  the 

two  courts  of  Paris  and  London. 

If  these  openings  or  propositions  had  coine  iiuniediately  after  the 
king  had  made  his  for  the  foriniug  a  plan  of  reconciliation,  many  difU- 
culties  might  have  been  removed  or  adjusted  by  the  niodilications 
which  it  might  have  been  practicable  to  have  negotiated,  if  reciprocal 
igood  faith  had  existed  and  a  c(mi  fldonce  to  conclude  a  peace.  But  having 
lost  more  than  two  months' time,  without  mentioning  what  had  been 
uselessly  spent  before,  and  that  during  this  interval  there  was  no  cessa- 
tion in  great  preparations  for  war,  suspicions  inevitably  arise  that  the 

•  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;    priiitcd  with  formal  variatious  in  secret  jouriial»  of  July  ; 
alcio5  Sparke'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  (3<k5. 
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object  of  England  is  to  consunio  tbe  remainiDg  months  of  the  campaign 
and  to  continue  tlie  war  with  vigor.  If  tliis  be  the  case,  every  attempt 
of  the  Icing  will  be  useless  towards  establishing  concord  between  the 
belligerent  powers.  Nevertheless  his  majesty,  wishing  to  give  tbe  last 
proof  of  his  love  of  humanity  and  to  demonstrate  that  he  has  left 
nothing  undone  to  impede  and  put  a  stop  to  the  calamities  of  war,  has 
commanded  that  the  following  plan  be  proposed  to  the  two  courts, 
which  on  his  ])art  is  the  ultimatum  of  his  negotiation: 

That  there  shall  be  a  suspension  of  arms  with  France  without  limita- 
tion, and  under  this  condition  that  neither  of  the  belligerent  powers 
shall  break  it  without  giving  the  other  one  ye-ar's  previous  notice. 
That,  with  a  view  that  this  suspension  of  hostilities  may  re  establish  re- 
ciprocal security  and  good  faith  between  the  two  crowns,  there  shall  be 
a  general  disarming  within  one  month  in  all  the  European,  within  four  iu 
those  of  America,  and  within  eight  or  one  year  in  the  most  remote  parts 
of  Africa  and  Asia.  That  in  the  space  of  one  mouth  a  plan  shall  be 
fixed  upon  in  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  tlie  two  courts  shall  meet 
to  treaton  a  definitive  adjustment  of  peace,  regulate  the  respective  resti- 
tutions or  compensations  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  reprisals  that 
have  been  made  without  any  declaration  of  war,  and  to  settle  such  mat* 
ters  of  complaint  or  pretensions  as  the  one  crown  may  have  against 
the  other;  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  end  the  king  will  continue 
his  mediation,  and  docs  now,  for  the  holding  of  this  congress,  make  an 
oiler  of  the  city  of  l^ladrid.  That  a  like  suspension  of  hostilities  shall 
bo  separately  granted  by  the  King  of  (Jreat  Britain  to  the  American 
Oolonii'.s  through  the  intercession  and  mediation  of  his  Catholic  majesty, 
to  whom  the  JCing  of  Great  Britainshall  promise  the  observance  thereof, 
and  with  the  condition  not  to  break  it  without  giving  his  majesty  one 
year's  i)reviou8  notice,  in  order  that  he  may  communicsvte  the  same  to 
the  said  American  i)rovinccs;  aiul  that  there  be  a  reciprocal  disarming 
the  same  as  with  France,  in  the  same  times  and  places,  regulating  the 
limits  that  shall  not  be  passed  by  the  one  or  the  other  party  with  respect 
to  the  places  they  may  respectively  occupy  at  the  time  of  ratifying  this 
arrangement.  That,  for  settling  these  particulars  and  others  relative  to 
the  stability  of  the  said  suspension  and  the  effect  it  may  produce  while 
it  subsists,  there  shall  be  sent  to  Madrid  one  or  more  commissaries  on 
behalf  of  the  Colonies,  and  his  Britannic  majesty  shall  also  send  his, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  king,  if  necessary;  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  the  Colonies  shall  be  treated  jis  independent  in  fact.  Finally,  in 
case  ail  the  belligerent  powers,  or  any  onciof  them,  or  if  only  the  said 
Colonies,  demand  that  the  treaties  or  agreements  which  shall  be  con- 
cluded be  guarantied  by  these  powers  and  by  Spain,  the  same  shall  be 
done.  And  the  Catholic  king  now  makes  an  offer  of  his  guaranty  to 
these  preliminaries. 


JANUARY   28,  1780.  483 

3.  Extract  of  an  answer  of  the  court  of  London  to  tlie  proposition  con- 
tained in  the  ultimatum  of  ISpain  dated  the  -Lth  May^  1770. 

The  propositions  of  tbe  Oatholic  kiug  tend  directly  to  the  end  which 
Spain  had  proposed  to  form,  from  the  pretensions  of  the  Colonies  to  in- 
dependence, one  common  cause  with  them  and  with  Fnince.  If  the  con- 
ditions which  the  court  of  Versailles  had  commnnicatcd  to  his  Catholic 
majesty  do  not  present  a  better  aspect  than  this  for  the  treaty,  or  do 
not  offer  less  imperious  and  less  unequal  terms,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  has  only  to  lament  that  he  finds  the  hopes  frustrsited  which  he 
had  always  conceived  of  a  happy  restoration  of  peace,  as  well  for  his 
own  subjects  as  the  world  in  general.* 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Communications  of  the  French  Minister,  t 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  the  min- 
ister of  France  reported  the  following  summary: 

The  minister  of  France  informed  the  committee  that  he  had  it  in  com- 
mand from  his  king  to  impress  upon  the  minds  oH  Congress  that  the 
British  cabinet  have  an  almost  insuperable  reluctance  to  admit  the  idea 
of  the  independence  of  these  United  SUites,  and  will  use  every  possible 
endeavor  to  prevent  it.  That  they  have  filled  several  of  the  courts  of 
Europe  with  negotiations,  in  order  to  excit'C  them  to  a  war  against 
France  or  to  obtain  succors,  and  are  employing  the  most  strenuous 
endeavors  to  persuade  the  several  powers  that  the  United  States  are 
disposed  to  enter  into  treaties  of  accommodcation.  That  many  ])ersons 
in  Europe  are  actually  employed  in  bringing  such  treaties  to  perfection, 
and  that  tliey  have  no  doubt  of  their  success,  'lliat  the  objects  which 
the  British  cabinet  hoi)e  for  from  those  measures  are,  to  destroy  the 
superiority  which  France  has  now  at  sen.,  by  diverting  her  i)owers  and 
resources  from  naval  to  land  operations,  and  by  engaging  her  in  a  land 
war,  where  she  must  risk  very  iinport:int  interests,  while  England 
would  risk  nothing  but  money;  or  to  break  or  weaken  the  alliance,  by 
destroying  the  confulence  which  the  allies  ought  to  have  in  each  other. 

That  his  most  Christian  maje-sty  gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of 
Britain  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  Unit<»(l  Stat(5s;  and  it  is  nec- 
essary thiit  measures  be  taken  for  the  preventiiig  of  other  ])owers  from 
being  deceived  into  a  belief  of  them.  That  the  negotiations  of  Britain, 
as  far  as  could  yet  be  learned,  had  not  succtHMled.  That  the  disposi- 
tions of  all  the  Euroi)ean  powers  are,  as  far  as  can  be  known,  very 
friendly  to  France;  but  some  of  them  may  be  engaged  in  secret  treaties 
with  Britain,  which  may  oblige  them,  in  some  event,  to  assist  her  with 


*  These  extracts  are  given  Bnb.stuiitially  snpra^  in  Ln/orno  to  Wn«hinj;toii,  Jannary 
23,  1780. 
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triHiiisovoti  ii}riiiii>'l  tlicir  iiicliiiftlioiis.  Tlint  siiuli  uvciitiiiay  arise,  auil 
if  il  sliifiild,  i(  is  |it'iili;ilil(<  it  will  iii'ti(lii(M3  iiii  anntxl  iiiediHtiou,  tlie  vou- 
K<'i|it('itc:('.s  (if  ivhiitli  wiiiilil  be,  Unit  tlio  stllics  iiiiiiit  oucejit  of  tlio  terms 
pi[>|iiiMc<l  liy  III"  inciliiilor,  or  coiitiniiu  tliu  war  itiidertlio  disnilvauUigu 
111'  liaviii^  tlio  fiii'iH-s  otWif.  iiK-iIi:itoriiiiito<l  with  tliosu  of  tbcir oiiomies. 
Tli:it  ill  siirli  cvt'iil  il  is  pussiblu  tliu  tvrmi)  proposed  will  be  snub  ns 
.S|i:iiii  oH'ci'i'd  iiiul  lii'itiiM)  tcjuctcd  in  tlio  Iittit  iiropuscHl  loediiitioD. 

'I'liat  lliciii{;li  till-  pii\vi'r.i  wlio  iii»y  Im  under  siioli  eiigagciiiciit«  liy 
lii'iilv  lo  (iiviii.  Iii'iiiiiii,  iVoiii  tliulr  IVieiidly  disposition  towards  bis 
iiKisi  l'liti^|j;iii  iiiiiji'Niy.  tiiiiy  bo  very  iiiiwiiliii^  to  give  iissiitttuiou  to  his 
<'iiciiii<'s,  .yi't  tlic.v  iiiiiv  liiid  it  iiidispviiHatily  nt'cossary  in  coiiipliatice 
»tlli  tlicir  (■iij;ii;ii'tiii-iit.s;  but  it  is  not  iiiiprobablo  tlmt  tboirieltictiiuoe 
<ir  lli<.>  {Us1;iiiciM>l'Uicir  (iDiiiiiiioiis  iiiiiy  deliiy  Hucili  ikssiatiuioe,  if  granted 
:it.  all,  .si>  as  i<>Ik^>  Iciolate  jV<r  tlieiutxt  ciiiiipiiif^ii.  Tliiit,  sliould  tiie  euo- 
iiiy  In!  ill  piTsws.siuii  of  any  piirtof  tlio  Uiiiluil  StiUes  at  tlie  cloHo  of 
tin;  iifxl  i-aii>|i:ii^ii,  it  will  bo  vxtreiiioly  dilllciilt  to  bring  Grout  Uritaiu 
tn  aikiKiwIod*;!.!  tlieir  iiiilf]i(;ndoiivc;  and  if  a  iiiodiuttoii  should  bo 
iiU'i-umI  wliilo  Hie  cjii'iiiy  is  in  poHtfession  of  any  part,  aa  iiiipiirtial 
iiii'ilialiir  could  not  lasily  n'riito  tbtt  arguineats  which  iiii};l)t  bo  UBc<l 
lor  tis  R-tJiiiiiii;;  micIi  posHossionM,  and  probiibly  a  iiivdiator  wolt  dts- 
poHcd  (o\vai'di«  (iicat  liiilaiii  mi(;)iL  insist  on  Iior  holding  tlioinj  and  if 
mil  a^ii-i'd  111,  llie  huslilily  nf  mieli  a  mediator  would  bo  the  uecossary 
Tlial   .s1i<,ii1il  r.l■^'^^t  Kribuii  form  such  allia 
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what  resources  they  rely  for  their  maiutonaticc  and  necessary  appoint- 
lueuts;  and  what  shali  be  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign,  on  sn|)- 
position  either  of  having  or  not  having  the  aid  of  ships  of  war.  Ho 
gives  it  as  his  opinion  thnt  an  application  for  clothing  maybe  made  to  liis 
most  Christian  majesty  with  prospect  of  success;  and  aUhongli  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  for  sending  arms  and  warlike  stores  to  America, 
yet  it  would  be  prudent  in  Congress  not  to  neglect  any  other  means  for 
procuring  those  supplies  or  supplies  of  clothing. 


AusT^er  of  Congress  to  the  Commmiications  of  the  French  Minister.* 

In  Congress,  January  31, 1780. 

Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  communications  of  the  French 
minister,  as  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  2Sth  instant — 

Resolved^  That  the  following  answer  be  given  to  the  communications 
of  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France: 

That  Congress  entertain  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  unremitting 
attention  given  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  by  their  illustrious 
ally,  and  consider  the  communications  made  to  them  by  his  minister 
under  his  majesty's  special  command  as  equnlly  wise  and  interesting. 
That  the  confidence  which  they  rejiose  in  his  majesty,  in  consequence 
of  his  so  generously  interesting  himself  in  the  affairs  of  these  United 
States,  and  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  of  his  coundls,  determine 
them  to  give  the  most  perfect  information  in  their  power  of  their 
resources,  their  views,  and  their  expectations. 

That  to  this  end  they  state  as  follows:  That  the  United  States  have 
expectations,  on  which  they  can  rely  with  conlidence,  of  bringing  into  the 
field  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  eft'ective  men,  exclusive  of  commis- 
sioned officers.  That  this  army  can  be  re  enforced  by  militia,  so  as  to  be 
in  force  suflicient  for  any  enter))riRes  against  the*  posts  occui)ie<l  by  the 
enemy  within  the  United  States.  That  supplies  of  ))n)visions  for  the 
army  in  its  greatostnuuiber  can  certainly  be  obtained  wilhin  t:lie  United 
States,  and  the  Congress,  with  the  co  operation  of  the  several  States, 
can  take  effectual  measures  for  i)rocuring  them  in  such  inannor  as  that 
110  operation  will  be  impeded;  that  provisions  also  for  such  of  the 
forces  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  .is  may  be  employed  in  conjunction 
or  co-operation  with  those  of  the  United  States  can  be  procjured  under 
the  direction  of  Congress,  and  such  provisions  shall  be  laid  up  in  mag- 
azines agreeably  to  such  instructions  as  his  majesty's  minister  j)lcni- 
potentiary  sliJill  give,  and  the  nifigazines  shall  be  put  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  agent  of  the  marine  of  France. 

That  Congress  rely  on  the  contributions  of  the  Slates  by  taxes  and 
ou  moneys  to  bo  raised  by  internal  loans  for  the  ])ay  of  the  army. 
That  supplies  of  clothing,  of  tents,  of  arnjs,  and  warlike  stores,  must  bo 
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initicipiilly  obt  nil  It'll  liorn  foi-eieii  nntJoiis,  ami  tliv  United  State*  inust 
I'l-ly  (tliit-lly  un  I  lie  nsKJ.stiiiira  of  Uicir  ally  fur  tliciii ;  but  every  otber 
iiiiaiis  for  in'ociitiiit:  llii'iii  are  already  tukou  and  will  bo  prosecuted 
Willi  tli(^  civiili'st  (lilTM,.|t(-,'. 

That  llio  I'liitcd  Htjilrs,  wiih  tlio  assistance  of  a  competent  naval 
fiii'iri-,  would  willingly,  dining  tlie  next  eanipaigu,  carry  on  the  most 
vignroiiK  on'ciiHive  o|>i>r:ilii)iiK  iiftninst  the  enemy  in  nil  tbe  posts  occupied 
li\  llietii  wtdiiii  the  Uiiilud  StJttes.  Tliat  wilbout  such  nnvnl  force 
tittle  iiioro  can  be  altcnipteil  by  them  than  straitening  the  quarteiit  of 
<1k!  enemy  iind  rovcriii^  llie  inteiior  parts  of  the  country.  That  their 
lorroR  iiiiist  \w.  ilis|)iise<l  in  siieli  niiunier  as  to  opjiose  tbe  enemy  with 
Llii;  <<:iealeKt  elleiit  wlicret^oover  their  uiost  considerable  Operations  may 
be  din-eled. 

That.  at.  preneiil  ibe  KoiiUicnt  folates  seem  to  bo  tboir  princi[>al  object, 
anil  Ilieir  iltiKi^ii  to  eHlalitiKb  themselres  in  one  or  more  of  them ;  but 
their  sniieriority  at  Hva  ovor  Uio  United  States  ouablcs  them  to  change 
I  heir  ohjectn  ami  i)j)ei*atiniiH  with  groat  facility,  wbile  those  of  the 
I  lulled  Slates  are  rcniU'ied  dililcidt  by  tbe  great  extent  of  country  they 
have  to  ib-fend. 

Thai  Gini^resH  iirc  lia|i|iy  In  find  tbnt  bin  most  Christian  majesty  gives 
no  taeilit  to  Ilie  8ii;'^'i'r(li(>n.i  of  the  llritisb  cabinut  relative  t.o  the  dis- 
posiliuiiH  of  the  United  Stales,  or  itny  of  them,  to  enter  into  treaties  of 
ciilatioti  with  <in'a|.  Itritain  ;  and  wisli  bia  majesty,  and  «H  tbe 
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I  havo  Joiig^  i)ostpoued  answering  your  letter  of  the  29tli  of  Jnno. 
A  principal  point  in  it,  on  wliich  you  seemed  to  desire  my  opinion,  was 
the  conduct  you  thought  America  ought  to  ludd  in  case  her  allies 
should,  from  motives  of  ambition  or  resentment  of  former  injuries,  de- 
sire her  to  continue  the  war  beyond  what  should  be  reasonable  and 
consistent  with  her  particular  interests.  As  ot'ien  as  I  took  up  your 
letter  in  order  to  answer  it  this  suggestion  displetised  me,  and  I  laid  it 
down  again.  I  saw  no  occasion  for  discussing  .such  a  question  at  pres- 
ent, nor  any  good  end  it  could  serve  to  discuss  it  before  the  case  should 
happen,  and  I  saw  inconveniences  in  discussing  it.  I  wish^  therefore, 
you  had  not  mentioned  it.  For  the  rest,  I  am  as  much  for  peace  as  ever 
I  was,  and  as  heartily  desirous  of  seeing  the  war  ended  as  I  was  to 
prevent  its  beginning;  of  which  your  ministers  know  I  gave  a  strong 
proof  before  1  left  England,  when,  in  order  to  an  accommodation,  I 
offered  at  my  own  risk,  without  orders  for  so  <loing,  aiul  without  know- 
ing whether  I  should  bo  owned  in  doing  it,  to  pay  the  whole  damage  of 
destroying  the  tea  at  Boston,  provided  the  acts  made  against  tliat 
province  were  repealed.  This  olfer  was  refused.  I  still  think  it  would 
have  been  wise  to  havo  accepted  it.  If  the  Congress  have,  therefore, 
intrusted  to  others  rather  than  to  me  the  negotiations  i'ov  peace,  when 
such  shall  bo  set  on  foot,  as  has  been  reported,  it  is  perhaps  because 
they  may  have  heard  of  a  very  singular  opinion  of  mine,  that  there 
hardly  ever  existed  such  a  thing  as  a  bad  peace  or  a  good  war,  and 
that  J  might,  therefore,  easily  be  induced  to  make  improper  c()n<'.essionR. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  they  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I  should 
think  the  destruction  of  our  whole  country  and  the  extirpation  of  our 
whole  people  preferable  to  the  infamy  of  abandoning  our  allies. 

As  neither  you  nor  [  are  at  present  authorized  to  treat  of  peace,  it 
seems  to  little  purpose  to  make  or  consider  propositions  relating  to  it. 
I  have  had  so  many  such  put  into  my  hands  that  I  am  tired  of  them. 
I  will,  however,  give  your  proposal  of  a  ten  years'  truce  this  answer, 
that  though  I  think  a  solid  peace  made  at  once  a  much  better  thing, 
yet  if  the  truce  is  practicable  ami  the  peace  not,  I  should  be  for  agree- 
ing tQ  it.  At  least  I  see  at  present  no  suHicient  reasons  for  refusing  it, 
provided  our  allies  ap[)rove  of  it.  But  this  is  merely  a  private  opinion 
of  mine,  which  perlia[)s  may  bo  changed  by  reasons  that  at  present 
do  not  offer  themselves.  This,  however,  J  am  eh^ar  in,  that  withdraw- 
ing your  troops  will  be  best  for  you  if  you  wish  a  cordial  reconciliation, 
and  that  the  truce  should  produce  a  peace.  To  show  that  it  was  not 
done  by  compulsion — being  required  as  a  condition  of  the  truce — they 
might  be  withdrawn  beforehand  for  various  good  reasons.  But  all  this 
is  idle  chat,  as  1  am  persuaded  that  there  is  no  disposition  for  peace  on 
your  side,  and  that  this  war  will  yet  last  many  years.  1  know  nothing 
and  believe  nothing  of  any  terms  offered  by  nor  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

The  prisoners  taken  in  the  Scrapis  and  Gofinicss  of  Scarboroutjh  being 
all  treated  for  in  Holland  and  exchanged  there,  L  hope  Mr.  Brown's  son  is 
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iKiu'  s:ili-  lit  liciiiip  Midi  IliK  riUlicr.  It.  gricvcil  me  that  the  excliaDge 
tlii-ic,  wliii'li  villi  limy  rciiii'mhcr  I  iiiiiiicdintclj*  |tro|)Ose(l,  wus  bo  loiij; 
ili<lii.vi>(l.  Miicli  liiiiritiii  tiiincry  »ii|r|it  Uiivo  been  prevented  by  n  proin|it 
<'iitii|iliMiir<-,  :iii<)  so  iiiit;lil  <i  groiit  doiU  by  tlio  oxociitioti  of  parole 
proiiiiKos  talii'ii  iiIkim;  lint  siricii  I  m>e  no  rogiird  is  pnid  to  tlieni  iti 
i':ii;;]iiiiil,  )  iiiiisl  lilvty  nnU-vn  (o  otir  itiiiicd  Kliiim  Hint  cniiae  iii  Euroim 
to  m>f'iiri>  Llii-ir  iirisoiii-rs  iis  well  nn  tlrey  »ui,  ami  lo<lgc  tliem  in  Freucli 
(11- 8|iiiiiisli  |irisoi].o.  1  tiiivt^  wiillnri  Hoiiii-thiiift  on  tliis  nfl'air  to  Mr. 
|][iil<rKiii]  mill  si-tit  l<>  liitii  Mil'  KtHtond  piumimrt  for  ii  eartcl  to  MoHaIx, 
Hii|i|i<isjtit:  yini  In  li{>  lint  ill'  Utvrn.  Till'  niiiiiber  of  priRonem  we  now 
linvi-  ill  l''i-iMii;i'  Ik  not  ciiKily  ii !)(■<■  rti lined.  I  RnpiioHoitexcocdsonelinn- 
ilri'il ;  yet  .mhi  iniiy  lii'  iisKiiicd  Ihnt  llic  liitinlwr  ivliicli  may  be  brought 
(iviT  by  tlir  Iwii  rarlcls  sliiill  bo  fnlly  exchniifted  by  adding  to  thoKO 
i:tk<i  lip  the  oninpleniRnt  out  of  those  tnkcn 
i^  hare  an  iiflc.nmit  flineo  tlio  exclinngo  in 
I'd  ill  tlicru.  I  wisli,  therefore,  you  vouUI,  ns 
N  of  the  Amerieans  who  have  boeii  ro 
loll}:  (uitiUiird  Micir.  The  <^ar(eln  that  may  arrive  at  Morlalx  will  not 
lie  d<>t;iino<l. 

Yiiit  miiy  liiivn  lieiird  Miat  ncRoniita  upon  oatli  have  boon  taken  in 
Aiiii'iiiii.  by  (inii-r  nf  <;iiii^ri'ss,  of  the  ItritJRli  barbarities  committed 
llii<ri>.  It  iH  i-\!ii'<'li'i|  III'  nil'  (<>  iiinkonR<tliool  book  of  thein,  and  to  have 
tiiirty-livc  priiils  ib'sif-iii'd  licio  liy  gooil  nrtistn  ntid  engraved,  each  ex- 
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United  States  and  his  Catbolio  majesty,  has  signified  to  his  minister  plen- 
i(K>tentiary  to  the  United  States  that  he  wishes  most  earnestly  for  sncli 
an  alliance;  and,  in  order  to  make  the  way  thereto  more  easy,  has  com- 
manded hiui  to  communicate  to  the  Congress  certain  articles  which  his 
Catholic  majesty  <leem8  of  gre^it  im|K>rtance  to  the  intcresU  of  his 
crown,  and  on  which  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  United  States, 
explain  themselves  with  precision  and  with  such  moderation  as  may 
consist  with  their  essential  rights. 
That  the  articles  are — 

(1)  A  precise  and  invariable  western  boundary  tr)  the  United  Stiitcsr, 

(2)  The  exclusive  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi. 

(3)  The  possession  of  the  Floridas;  and 

(4)  The  lands  on  the  left  or  esistern  side  of  the  river  Mississippi. 
That  on  the  first  article  it  is  the  idea  of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  that 

the  United  States  extend  to  the  westward  no  fiirther  than  settlements 

were  permitted  by  the  royal  proclamation  bearing  tlate  the day 

of ,1763. 

On  the  second,  that  the  United  States  do  not  consider  themselves  as 
having  any  right  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi,. no  territory  belong- 
ing to  them  being  situated  thereon. 

On  the  third,  that  it  is  probable  that  the  King  of  Spain  will  conquer 
the  Floridas  during  the  course  of  the  present  wnr;  and  in  such  event 
every  cause  of  dispute  relative  thereto  between  Spain  and  these  United 
States  ought  to  be  removed. 

On  the  fourth,  that  the  lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
whereon  the  settlements  were  prohibited  by  the  aforesaid  proclamation, 
are  possessions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  proper  objects 
against  which  the  arms  of  Spain  may  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  perrajinent  conquest  for  the  Spanish  crown.  That  such  con- 
quest may  probably  be  made  during  the  present  war;  that,  therefore, 
it  would  be  advisable  to  restrain  the  southern  States  from  making  any 
settlements  or  conquests  in  those  territories;  that  the  council  of 
Madrid  consider  the  United  States  as  having  no  claims  to  those  terri- 
tories, either  as  not  having  had  possession  of  them  bei'orc  the  present, 
war,  or  not  having  any  foundation  for  a  claim  in  the  right  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Great  Britain,  whose  dominion  they  have  abjured. 

That  his  most  Christian  majesty,  united  to  the  Catholic  king  by- 
blood  and  by  the  strictest  alliances,  and  united  with  these  »States  iit 
treaties  of  allianco,  and  feeling  towards  them  (lis[)ositions  of  the  most?, 
perfect  friendship,  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  conciliating  between  his. 
Catholic  majesty  and  these  United  States  the  most  happy  an<l  lasting^ 
friendship. 

That  the  United  States  may  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  good 
will  to  their  interests  and  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  his  Catholic 
majesty,  and  that  he  can  not  deem  the  revolution  which  has  set  up  the 
independence  of  these  United  States  as  past  all  danger  of  uufiworable 
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(■voiilA  until  liis  CiUliolic  iiiujosty  and  tUe  Unite*]  States  aliall  be  esU 
lislii'il  »\i  tliuso  U:vtn»  uf  conlUkiiRe  and  amity  which  are  the  objects 
liift  iiiuHt  Christitiii  niEijt'iil.v's  very  earnest  wishes. 


^VaBblngton  to  LaKem*.* 

IIkadquarterb,  Hfoiri»tov>n,  February  4, 1780. 

Silt:  MiLJor  <Tiilv;ui  lU'livorud  mo  tlio  letter  which  your  czcellem 
did  1110  till!  liniiur  In  wrilii  ino  on  tlio  23d  of  January,  to  which  I  ha 
|i:iirl  nil  the  iiltnilioii  iliu  iiiiiwrliiiive  of  its  contents  demands. 
iLiii  iiMirh  llullercd  hy  this  coiiiincticeiiiont  of  a  corre8i>omlotico  frc 
wliicli  1  Itiivvovi-ivtltiiiK  tof;aiii,audc(itially  indebted  for  the  intorestii 
ciiiiMiiiitiiciitioii.s  it.  iiH'iirds. 

It  is  II  li!ip|).v  t'.ii't^iiJiMliiiiuc  that  tlio  cdbrta  made  by  the  British cou 
ioi'  olihtitiiii^  tii><)|i.s  ill  (icrmany  arc  nttoiidoti  with  so  little  snccef 
TtiiH  will  iiiiliinillv  iiicii'iiHO  tlioir  exertions  for  procuring  men  ill  tli 
country,  :iiid  will,  iiii  ilinilit,  make  them  more  solicitous  for  effecting  t 
ex<:liiiii^i;  <ir  ii'Ii'iim',  in  sontc  nay  or  other,  of  tlieir  priRODera  in  o 
liniiils.  It  will  lie  IV  el  I  if,  in  the  negotiations  on  this  subject,  wo  cj 
extiiict  wniccssiims  fiivoiiible  to  llioHcwIiicli  may  talceplnce  in.Euro| 
and  yon  m:iy  di-pcml  tlic  cxiicrimcnt  hIihII  bo  fully  tried.  But  fro 
till!  iisj>t'<:t  <>r  (III'  hilr  |iiii])n»)lioiiH  Oil  tlio  port  of  the  eneiuy  I  shon 
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extraordiuary  if  their  whole  conduct  in  the  course  of  the  war  did  not 
exhibit  many  similar  examples.  But  it  is  evident  that  their  refusing 
to  consider  these  States  as  independent  in  fact  during  a  negotiation 
was  a  mere  pretext  to  cover  their  unwillingness  to  concur  in  the  pacific 
views  of  his  Catholic  majesty;  and  the  memorial  from  the  British  am- 
bassador shows  that  they  were  artfully  aiming  to  eirect  a  separation  of 
interests  between  France  and  these  States  the  better  to  prosecute  their 
hostile  designs  against  either  or  both. 

I  thank  your  excellency  for  the  agreeable  intelligence  you  give  me  of 
his  Christian  majesty's  intentions  to  send  over  succors  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  It  is  a  new  and  valuable  proof  of  his  friendship,  and 
will  be  of  essential  utility.  I  agree  with  you  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
relaxation  in  the  measures  otherwise  intended  to  be  taken  to  procure 
the  necessary  supplies  of  those  articles. 

I  am  sensibly  mortified  that  the  present  situation  of  allairs  will  by  no 
means  suffer  me  to  yield  to  the  desire  1  have  of  paying  you  my 
respects  in  Philadelphia;  and  I  shall  impatiently  look  for  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  it  here,  which  your  excellency  promises  me  in  the 
course  of  this  month.  Besides  the  important  obje(;tH  of  public  utility 
which  I  am  authorized  to  hope  from  it,  I  shall  Uike  pleasure  on  ever^^ 
occasion  of  testifying  to  you  those  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

GEoiKiE  Washington. 

P.  S. — The  interest  your  excellency  is  i)leased  to  take  in  Major  Galvan 
will  be  an  additional  motive  with  me  to  avail  myself  of  his  talents  and 
zeal  as  far  as  circumstances  will  possibly  permit. 


Franklin  to  DowHn.* 

Passy,  Fehruari/  0, 1780. 

Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  27th  past.  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
success  you  have  made  against  our  enemies,  of  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  before  by  the  copy  of  your  journal  .sent  nie  by  Mr.  J)iot. 
The  prisoners  you  have  brought  in  will  soon  procure  us  the  liberty  of 
as  many  of  our  countrymen,  who  have  long  been  coniined  in  the  jails  of 
Great  Britain.  It  is  therefore  an  essential  piece  of  service  to  the  United 
Stiites;  and  as  the  English  pay  no  regard  to  the  written  paroles  for- 
merly tiiken  from  the  men  who  were  prisoners  to  the  Black  Prince  and 
set  at  liberty,  I  think  it  right  that  you  should  trust  no  more  to  the 
honor  of  that  nation,  which  has  refused  to  return  us  a  single  man  on 
accountof  those  paroles  and  of  others  taken  by  the  (rcneral  Mafftinixud 
the  Hancock  privateers  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  men; 
and  for  the  future  I  desire  that  you  would  secure  your  prisoners  as 

•  MSS.  Dop.  of  State. 


M)2 
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well  DM  yon  can,  :\riil  lod^e  tliom  in  French  or  Spanish  jails,  by  wbl 
iiu>iiiiH,voii  willh:iv(Mli(^  KiUisfnctinn  of  ralioviiig  ninny  poor  captii 
;iii<t  nToiiuiiciiiliii;:  yoiirndvoH  to  tlio  favor  of  Oongress. 

[  wish  you  ii  jmis|it'roi)H  oniisBi  luitt   have  the  lioiior  to  be,  sir,  yc 
most  olieiliiMit  aiitl  most  humble,* 


J.  Adam*  to  Versannei.t 

Paris,  Febnars  12, 1780. 
Sir:  ITnvinf;  obuiiiioil  pcrmissioii  from  yonr  excellency  y est enlf 
vhi-ti  I  ilt<l  inyHoir  Ihi^  honor  lo  wait  on  you  at  VcrBntlles,  to  write  ' 
tlu'  Mihjcct  of  luj-  iniNHJon,  1  liavo  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  yoo  tli 
on  Ihe  L'!)lh  iluy  of  Kc|it«inl>cr  liist  the  Coiigi-CH3  of  the  United  States 
Atncrii^a  did  mo  tiie  iiiiiutr  toclcct  mo  their  plenipotentiary  to  ncgotiu 
u  pcsice  with  (ircat  liriliiiu,  mid  also  to  iicgoliato  a  treaty  of  coniinei 
witli  thiit  kinphim,  and  the  liouonilile  Francis  Dana,  esq.,  member 
<)ont;r<-KH,  and  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts  Bny,  secretary  to  bo 


was  not  at  OouKresa  when  this  trnnsnctioii  took  place,  I  am  n 
'  infium  .viinr  excellency  very  particntarly  of  the  risennd  progn: 
Mm  Ironi  eonvt'iNalioit  with  gentlemen  at  lioRton,  who  wore  mei 
and  ti'iiin  private  letters,  I  learned  in  go.ucrnl  that 
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acquaiut  tho  British  ministry  tiiat  I  ain  arrived  here,  and  that  I  shall 
be  ready  to  treat  whenever  the  belligerent  powers  shall  be  inclined  to 
trt^at. 

(2)  Whether  it  is  prudent  in  me  to  publish  in  any  manner  more  than 
the  journals  of  Congress  may  have  already  done  the  nature  of  my 
mission. 

(3)  Or  whether  to  remain  on  the  reserve,  as  I  have  hitherto  done 
since  my  arrival  in  Europe. 

If  any  propositions  should  be  made  to  me  directly  or  indirectly  from 
the  British  ministry  I  shall  not  fail  to  communic^ite  them  without  loss 
of  lime  to  your  excellency,  and  I  beg  the  favor  of  your  excellency,  as  I 
am  the  only  ]>erson  in  Eumpe  who  luis  authority  to  treat  of  peace,  that 
if  any  propositions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  should  be  made  to  his 
majesty's  ministers  that  they  may  be  communicated  to  me,  at  least  as 
far  as  they  may  relate  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

Although  I  am  not  confined  by  commissions  nor  instructions,  nor  by 
any  intimations  from  Congress,  to  reside  in  any  one  phice  in  Europe 
more  than  another,  yet  my  own  inclinations  as  well  as  those  of  the  pub- 
lic would  be  most  gratified  and  the  public  service  most  promoted  by  my 
residing  here.  I  must,  therefore,  request  his  majesty's  x>rotcctiou  and 
permission  to  reside  in  this  kingdom  for  some  time,  with  or  without 
assuming  any  public  character,  as  your  excellency  may  think  most  ad- 
visable. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Sartino.* 

Paris,  February  13,  1780. 

Sir:  It  was  not  until  my  arrivcil  at  Passy  that  I  had  the  honor  of 
your  excellency's  letter  of  the  31st  of  December  last. 

When  his  majesty's  intentions  of  granting  me  a  passage  to  America 
were  communicated  to  me  I  had  little  expectation  of  returning  in  the 
same  frigate,  but  the  Congress  having  honored  me  with  a  fresh  mission 
to  Europe,  their  excellencies  the  late  and  present  ministers  from  his 
majesty  to  the  United  SUites  concurred  in  a  proposal  to  Congress  and 
a  requisition  to  the  commander  of  the  frigate  to  ad'urd  mo  a  passage  in 
her  voyage  home,  which  Captain  Chavague  agreed  to  with  [)articular 
marks  of  politeness  to  me  and  Mr.  Dana  and  the  others  who  accom- 
panied me. 

I  have  again  to  express  to  your  excellency  the  obligations  I  am  un- 
der to  the  captain  and  all  tho  odicers  of  the  iScnsibfc  for  their  goodness 
to  me  and  mine.  But  it  is  more  particularly  my  duty  to  express  again 
my  thanks  to  his  majesty  for  this  fresh  favor,  to  M,  Gerard,  and  the 


2  Sparks'  Dip.  liov.  Corr.,  625. 
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<']ii'v;iljt'r  (Ic  l:i  I'liziTiit',  wlio  prouiirctl  it  for  me,  niitl  to  your  ezoeltency 

tor  .Yiiitr  :i|iiiriil)iitiini  <it'  it. 

I  liiivc  l\n'-  lii>ii»r  1i>  lie,  olc, 

John  Adams. 


H.  L.tiitciis  to  tha  CommittBe  of  PorelKn  Affkira.* 

CiiAULBS'i'ON,  Februari/  14,  1780. 

(ii:N'i  i.K^MHr' :  My  l;i.sL  iKWIram  wuiit  fmwtml  iiiidor  tlio  3l8t  ultimo 
IV  Mr.  Ri'iisl];i\v, iitiii  (if  (liu  ci>r[M  <>t  uHcorls.  TLe  lOtli  iiistiuit  Genernl 
jiiH'olii  wjiH  till  tlif  [Kiiiit  (if  oi'ilcriiig  llio  Hanger  frigiite  to  couilnct  mo  to 
•■■tiini'.(.r.  CiovvriKir  KiitU'il^u  liad  given  Ilia  CDiisuiit  ami  I  believe  tbore 
viiiild  iiavt;  bi'iii  \\n  o|i|)[>Kitioii  ill  council ;  but  on  tlie  lltli  we  rccoiveil 
iiillii'iitic  iiilclli}:i'iii-«t  III'  tlio  aixiviil  of  tbo  enemy's  trooits  from  Now 
Kiik  iit  iiiift  iit'ai-  'iylii-c,  itnd  tlio  next  day  of  tlieir  liaving  laiiiled  a 
ai'i^c  ilctuciuiii-iil  on  .toliii'H  Islanil,  witiiiii  eixtueii  miles  of  Uiis  caiiital. 
Ac.  Iii-iii'd  y(>.slrrila.v  lliat  anoUior  ilotaclinieut  ba<l  landed  unil  re- 
Ki.ssrsscil  llfiiii  roil,  ami  nit  know  tliut  two  sliii>8  oftbe  line,  two  frigates, 
mil  M'vinil  iii'iiii'il  v('.<i.<ii'ls  wva  cinising  near  the  bar  of  tliis  Larbor. 
riiii.s  i-iivii'oncil,  an  allacU  upon  UharluRton,  very  illy  iirepui'ed  for  de- 
I'lisc,  riui.v  bo  every  Iiniir  cxjiected. 

Ill  llii-.M)  ciiiMimslaiici's.  wi-io  J  to  ntiidy  my  own  private  interests  and 

^Vllal.- 
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bad  roads  and  worao  accoiuinodations  of  every  kind.  We  lost  no  time 
more  than  was  indispensably  necessary  to  restore  our  health,  which  was 
several  times  much  affected  and  in  great  danger;  yet  we  were  more 
than  twice  as  long  in  making  the  journey  by  land  as  we  had  been  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

The  next  morning  after  our  arrival  at  Paris  Mr.  Dana  and  myself 
went  out  to  Passy  and  spent  the  day  with  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin, 
who  did  us  the  honor  the  next  day  to  accompany  us  to  Versailles,  where 
we  had  the  honor  to  wait  on  their  excellencies  the  Count  de  Yerp:ennes, 
M.  de  Sartine,  and  the  'Count  Maurepas,  with  each  of  whom  wo  had 
the  honor  of  a  short  conference  upon  the  state  of  public  ailairs.  It  is 
sufficient  for  me  to  say  in  f2;eneral  that  I  never  heard  the  French  min- 
istry so  frank,  so  explicit,  so  decided  as  each  of  these  gentlemen  was 
in  the  course  of  this  conversation  in  his  declarations  to  pursue  the  war 
with  vigor  and  to  afford  effectual  aid  to  the  United  States.  I  learned 
with  great  satisfaction  that  they  are  sending  under  convoy  clothing  and 
arms  for  fifteen  thousand  men  to  America;  that  seventeen  ships  of  the 
line  were  already  gone  to  the  West  Indies  under  M.  de  Guichen,  and 
that  five  or  six  more  at  least  are  to  follow,  in  addition  to  ten  or  twelve 
they  have  already  there.  1  asked  permission  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
to  write  to  him  on  the  subject  of  my  mission,  wlii<;h  he  cheerfully-  and 
politely  agreed  to.  1  have  accordingly  written  to  his  excellency,  and 
shall  forward  copies  of  my  letter  and  his  answer  as  soon  as  it  may  be 
safe  to  do  it. 

The  English  are  to  borrow  twelve  millions  this  year  and  it  is  said  that 
the  loan  is  filled  up.  They  have  thrown  a  sop  to  Ireland,  but  have  not 
appeased  her  rage.  They  give  out  exactly  such  threats  as  they  did  hist 
year,  and  every  other  year,  of  terrible  preparations.  Ihit  Congress 
knows  j)crfectly  well  how  these  measures  have  been  accomplished.  They 
will  not  be  more  fully  executed  the  next  year  than  the  last,  and  if  France 
and  Spain  should  throw  more  of  their  force,  especially'  by  sea,  into 
America  the  next  year  America  will  have  no  essential  injury  to  fear. 

I  have  learned  since  my  arrival  at  P«aris,  with  the  highest  pleasure 
the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Carmichael  at  Cadiz,  for 
whose  safety  we  had  been  under  great  apprehensions.    I  have  now  very 
sanguine  hopes  that  a  solid  treaty  will  soon  be  concluded  with  Spain, 
hopes  which  everything  I  saw  and  heard  seemed  to  favor. 

The  Alliance  frigate,  now  under  the  command  of  Captain  Jones,  with 
Captain  Cunningham  on  board,  is  arrived  at  Coruniia,  where  she  is  to 
be  careened,  after  which  she  is  to  return  to  L'Oricnt,  and  from  thence 
to  go  to  America,  as  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Franklin. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard  are  still  in  Paris  under  many  diflicul- 
ties  in  procuring  a  passage  home.     Mr.  William  Lee  is  at  Brusvsels.     Mr. 
Izard  has  been  to  Holland  to  obtain  a  passage  from  thence,  but  unfor- 
tunately missed  his  opportunty  and  returned  disai)pointed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J  GUN  Ai>K.^\^, 


''■'"  IJllXOMATIC  C0EBB8P0MDEHCB. 

Veigeuuea  to  J.  Admma.* 
tTraualatioii.] 

VKBtlAiLLES,  Februari/  16, 1780. 

Silt :  r  liiivc  ri'rcivrd  the  IoIUt  vliicb  you  did  me  tbe  honor  to  write 
iiivuii  (iiu  I'Mi  i)[  [his  iitoiidi.  1  think,  berure  IivplytodiflereiitpoiutH 
uii  nliiuli  yon  vuiisiiU  iiic,  lliat  it  is  proper  to  wait  lor  the  arrii'atofM. 
<iL'i-iir(l,  botiiiitKi!  Iio  m  |iii>l)iibly  the  beurur  of  your  instructioiia,  and  will 
itoitainly  bi)  ablt)  lo  iiial;u  iiiu  bcttur  ncquHiutcd  with  tbo  uatun  »n<l 
L-.slctit  of  yotirrdtniiii.sHioii.  Uiit  iu  tlio  mean  tiiitv  I  am  of  oiiiuion  tbat  it 
will  b(!  iiriHlctiL  to  cuiict'iil  yoiii'  eveutiial  cbnracter,  aud  above  all  to 
taliu  tliu  iiciH'ssary  in-ccautioiiH  tliat  tlio  object  of  your  commiBsioii  may 
remain  unluiown  (o  Uk-  t-oiirt  of  London.  Besides,  sir,  you  may  be  as- 
emvil  tliat  Iiik  itiii.jfsl.v  nvcn  you  with  jilvafiiiro  in  his  dominions,  that 
yoii  will  coustiiiiLly  i^tijoy  Ills  protectiou  and  tbo  prerogatives  of  the  law 
of  niitioiiH. 

l''or  my  own  part,  wir,  I  nhali  be  cugcr  to  give  yon  iiroofs  of  my  cou- 
tiiU'itiH-,  iiu  well  a»  of  tlie  uentimeuts  with  which  [  have  the  houor  to 
be,  etc., 

De  Veboehhes. 


Carmicliael  to  Jaj.t 
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flot  already  H&iled.    Judge  after  this  if  attention,  caudor,  and  appar- 
ent unreserveduess  were  not  the  more  necessary  on  my  part. 

On  inquiry,  I  found  tbat  M.  Galvcz  wsis  at  the  Tardo,  about  two 
leagues  from  Madrid,  where  the  king  resides  at  present,  and  in  the 
coarse  of  conversation  discovered  that  the  proper  channel  of  address 
ought  to  have  been  through  the  Count  do  Florida  Bhinca. 

The  ambassador  offered  to  introduce  me,  but  as  this  could  not  be 
done  with  propriety  without  previous  application,  he  underlooli  to 
make  it  the  day  following  and  to  Hk  the  time  for  my  reception  by  both, 
and  I  think  the  manner  will  be  the  sole  difliculty.  Among  other  cir- 
cumstances which  induce  this  conclusion  is  the  certain  knowledge  £ 
have  obtained  that  M.  Mirales  received  instructions  several  months 
past  to  enter  into  engagements  with  Oongiess  to  take  into  pay  a 
body  of  troops  to  assist  in  the  conquest  of  Florida.  Your  own  good 
seuse  will  point  out  the  use  which  may  be  nmde  of  tliis  intelligence. 
It  answers  to  one  point  of  the  instructions  which  1  had  tlie  honor  to 
receive  from  you.  The  short  time  I  have  been  in  this  city  has  not 
hitherto  given  me  an  opportunity  of  writing  so  circumstantially  as  I 
could  wish  in  the  matters  above  mentioned,  and  much  less  of  giving  a 
decided  opinion  on  many  objects  contained  in  your  instructions.  I  find 
however,  hitherto  no  difficulty  in  acquiring  in  time  a  knowledge  on 
most  of  the  subjects  recommended  to  m3'  attention. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  disgusts  do  not  subsist  be- 
tween the  crowns  as  between  the  nations,  but  the  most  perfect  harmony 
and  good  understanding. 

I  have  been  positively  assured,  and  from  good  authority,  that  no  over- 
tures have  been  made  for  peace. 

The  Dutch  are  arming,  which  is  a  circumstance  in  our  favor,  as  their 
preparations  originate  from  their  discontent  witli  England  on  account 
of  the  late  affair  of  tlie  convoy. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  here,  and  proposes  to  proceed  to  Cadiz  next  week, 
which  will  furnish  me  a  good  opj)ortunity  of  writing  to  you.  [  enclose 
you  the  last  paper  received  from  America;  the  people  were  in  high 
spirits,  and  everything  in  a  good  state  in  the  beginning  of  January. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  mentioning  the  very  polite  manner  in  which 
the  French  ambassador  offered  his  personal  civilities  i\\  everythiug 
that  depended  on  him  to  be  useful  to  you  in  tins  place. 

M.  Gerard  will  write  to  you  himself,  yet  1  must  do  him  the  justice  to 
mention  his  personal  kindness  to  me,  and  the  candid  representations 
he  has  made  in  every  i)ublic  company  here  of  the  prosperous  situation 
of  our  affairs. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Caumiciiael. 
yfH—YOh  lu 32 


■V.iH  nilXUMATIC   COEBESrOHUENOli. 

Wasbliigtou  to  LacAtn*.* 
llKAix.ii'AitTRitS,  Slotrintoirn,  Febtitarp  15,  1780. 

Silt :  1  liiivctlu-  lioiKii' to  ackiiotrlcdgtitbo  receipt  of  jour  ezcelleucy'i) 
k'ttcr  of  (lie  IMi.j  wliicli  only  rencbed  mo  on  tbe  13tli. 

ISiiicurel.v  ilcHiroim  of  tloiiig  everytliiu{r  iii  uiy  power  by  wbicU  tbe  iu- 
tuivsb  of  )ii.s  OlirJRLiiiii  iiinjc^ly,  inseparable  from  tLab  of  these  SUtteB, 
uiui  it)  any  iiiiiniivr  In.;  promoted,  nud  still  more  ill  n  [wiut  so  essential 
a^i  tliat  tvliicb  iiiakfii  lliu  Hiibjuut  of  yuiir  letter,  1  should  not  hesitate  to 
funiJHli  lliu  dutaclinii-nt  n!i)iiiri«d  by  Mr.  IJtier,  wbuterer  might  be  iny 
o|iiiiioii  of  ils  iiirc(;».sily,  did  not  tbo  [trcseut  state  of  the  urmy  absolutely 
forbid  it.  I  with  coiilidciiw  assiiro  your  oxuellenuy  that  our  force  is  so 
n>diii:ed  by  tin;  I'.xpiraliiiii  of  tliu  tonus  for  which  a  cousiderublu  part 
of  it  was  uii(;;it;('d,  and  will  be  to  much  more  diiuinisbed  iu  tbe  course 
of  a  inoiilli  or  two  I'rom  Ihe  suiiiu  cause,  08  scarcoly  to  auflico  for  the 
e\it;cn<.^u  of  thii  Ncivict',  and  to  alliml  Just  cause  for  uneasiness  should 
llin  iincniy  lie  actoatt'O  by  ii  spirit  of  enterprise  before  we  reveiro  the 
recnl'iirccinciilH  iiilcudud  for  the  next  cainpaigu.  Soctrcumstauced,  my 
duty  ((>  (hi^  common  cause  will  not  justify  mu  in  widiug  to  the  inse- 
trui'ity  of  our  situation  by  milking  n  detiichuicut,  which,  tJiougb  nppar- 
i-itlly  incoiiHidcralik',  would  lie  materially  felt  in  our  present  weakue8s; 
and  I  am  iicrsitadud,  alter  the  iuformatiou  now  given,  that  your  excel- 
Ittin-y  will  wish  mc  not  to  liaxartl  the  uicnsurc. 

With  ri.'.s|n'(;t  to  I  111!  ni'ccssity  of  II  covering  party,  I  shall  not  venture 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Taris,  February  17,  1780. 

SlB:  It  is  necessary  that  I  should  inform  Congress  in  what  manner 
I  have  been  able  to  procure  money  to  defray  my  expenses  in  my  long 
journey  through  the  greatest  part  of  Spain  and  France  to  this  city. 

On  my  arrival  at  Ferrol  I  was  oU'ered  the  loan  of  money  by  the 
French  consul,  M.  de  Tournellc,  who  at  the  same  time  told  me  there 
was  a  gentleman  at  Oorunna,  M.  Michael  Lagoanere,  who  Inul  hereto- 
fore acted  as  an  American  agent  at  that  place,  and  who  would  be  very 
happy  to  supply  me.  On  my  arrival  at  Corn  una  M.  Lagoanere  did  me 
the  honor  of  a  visit,  and  offered  me  every  assistance  in  cash,  otherwise 
telling  me  at  the  same  time  he  had  some  money  in  his  hands  which  he 
supposed  belonged  to  the  United  States,  being  part  of  the  proceeds  of 
some  prizes  heretofore  nnule  by  Captain  Cunningham.  Tiiat  this 
money,  however,  had  been  attached  in  his  hands  by  some  Si)anish 
merchant,  who  had  commenced  a  lawsuit  against  Captain  Cunning- 
ham. I  accordingly  received  three  thousand  dollars  for  myself  and  Mr. 
Dana,  and  a  letter  of  credit  on  the  house  of  Cabarous,  at  Ihiyonne,  for 
as  much  more  as  I  should  have  occasion  for.  On  our  arrival  at  Ihiyonne 
Mr.  Duua  and  I  received  of  that  house  fifty  louis  d'ors,  and  a  bill  of 
exchange  on  another  house  of  the  same  name  and  fanjily  at  JSordeaux 
for  the  like  sum,  our  expenses  having  exceeded  all  our  computations  at 
Coruuna,  (vs  our  journey  was  necessarily  much  longer  than  we  expected, 
on  account  of  the  uncommon  bad  weather  and  bad  roads.  This  bill 
was  paid  upon  sight  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  we  have  received  the 
amount  of  seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  livrcs,  all  on  account  of 
M.  Lagoanere,  of  Corunna.  Of  this  sum  Mr.  Dana  has  received  the 
amount  of  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-one  livrcs  and 
iifteeo  sols,  and  I  have  received  twelve  thousand  (our  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  livres  find  live  sols,  for  which  sums  we  desire  to  be  re- 
spectively cliJirged  in  the  treasury  books  of  Congress. 

As  this  money  is  expended,  if  M.  Lagoanere  should  dra\v  ui)on  us 
for  it,  all  the  authority  we  have  to  draw  upon  his  excellency  the  min- 
ister here  will  not  enable  us  to  pay  it;  and  if  M.  Lagoanere  should  be 
80  happy  iVH  to  avoid  the  attachment  and  leave  us  to  account  with 
Congress  for  this  money,  the  small  sum  we  are  empowered  to  receive 
from  his  excellency  will  go  a  very  little  way  in  discharging  our  ex 
peuses.  We  must,  therefore,  pray  that  Congress  would  forward  us 
authority  to  draw  upon  his  excellency  for  the  amount  of  our  salaries 
auuually,  which,  without  all  doubt,  will  be  paid. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


•MSS.  Dcp.  of  SUto;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kcv.  Corr.,  {)2q. 


;i()l)  ItirLOMATlC  C0BBE8POHOEHCE. 

J.  AdaiiiH  to  Gsiiet,  First  Secratarj  for  the  Depattmaut  of  ForelEO  Atbln.* 
I'ABiS,  F^uary   18, 1780. 

Mkau  Silt:  VVIu'tlicr  it  \»  Hint  tlio  art  of  jioHlical  lying  Is  better  uii- 
<lrr.stii(i(I  in  t'lii);l;i[i<l  lliiiii  in  iiiiy  othur  uouiitry,  ur  wliotbur  it  is  inure 
(■rnrtisfil  tliiTi!  than  ttlsi-wliunt,  or  wliotlior  it  is  acciileiitiU  that  they 
li:)vo  iiioi'o  KiK^ttcss  ill  iii^ikiiif;  tlieir  Actions  piiii  credit  jii  the  world,  I 
know  not.  Hut  it  is  ci-rtitiii  tlint  every  winter  since  tbeconimonoemcut 
lit'  tlie  present  wiiiwitli  Aincrtutt,  and  indeed  for  some  years  before,  tbey 
sent  out  y.uim  <|ii:iiililics  of  tliis  nntniifiujtnre  over  alt  Europe  and 
tliioiiijlionl  all  AiiK'rli;;i,  iiiid  wbat  is  Astonishing  ia,  Uiat  tbey  sboutd 
Klill  lind  niiin1)(!i's  in  cvi-ty  ttonntry  ready  to  take  then)  olT  tbeir  bauds. 

KiiK-e  my  iirriviil  in  tliiM  inty,  I  Itud  tliey  have  been  tbis  winter  at  tlieir 
old  tvado,  and  Inivc  s|iiciid  ru|ioi'tH  liere  and  in  Holland  and  En  Tarioiu 
otlivr  iiiirtN  of  l'iiu'ii|ii-,  and  no  donbt  tliey  have  fonnd  nienna  to  pro|ta- 
t;;ilu  lliciii  in  Aitimii^ii  tixi,  tending  tokuu[>n|)  llie  spirits  of  tbeir  friends 
mid  In  uinlt  tlio.su  of  Itu-ir  opponents.  Suuh  iis  Mint  they  have  made 
nuw  i^oritriicttt  with  scvcrikl  German  priii(;es,by  wbioh  tiieyaretoobt^u 
m'veu  tlioiiKiind  inun  In  m-.rvu  in  Americit }  that  tbey  have  so  skillfuUy 
iippi-iisrd  (he  truiiblos  in  Ireland,  tlinttliuy  sbidl  ever  be  able  to  take 
adviintii^u  ul  tin-.  niiliUiry  iisiiociations  there,  by  dopeuding  npou  tbem 
I'ni'  tlie  ili-IVtitHe  i>f  tin;  kiii;;di>in,  while  tbey  dniw  from  thoucc  teti  tbou- 
Kiind  n-F^niar  trixipM  for  thoRurvicu  in  America;  that  tbey  have  even 
<:oiicliidiMl  a  tivaty  with  UiiKsiit,  by  which  the  empress  is  to  fnrntBb  thoo) 
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that  I  could  not ;  but  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  I  can  get  to  wait 
on  you, 

And  assure  you,  that  I  am,  with  great  res[)ect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette.* 

Paris,  Fcbrvary  18,  1780. 

My  Dear  General:  You  know  extremely  well  the  skill  of  our 
enemies  in  forging  false  news,  and  their  nrtifico  in  circnhiting  it,  not 
only  through  the  various  parts  of  Europe,  but  in  the  United  ^States  of 
America,  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  their  friends  and  depress  those  of 
their  adversaries.  It  is  their  annual  custom  in  the  \^  inter  to  send 
abroad  large  cargoes  of  these  lies,  and  they  meet  with  a  success  in 
making  them  believed  that  is  really  astonishing. 

Since  my  arrival  here  I  find  they  have  been  this  wint^»r  at  their  old 
game  again,  and  have  circulated  reports  here,  in  Holland  and  other  parts 
of  Europe  that  they  have  made  new  contracts  with  other  petty  princes 
in  Germany,  by  which,  together  with  those  made  before,  they  will  be 
able  to  draw  seven  thousand  fresh  troops  from  that  country'  to  serve  in 
America.  That  by  appeasing  the  troubles  in  Ireland,  they  shall  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  even  of  the  military  associations  in  that  kingdom, 
by  depending  upon  them  for  the  defense  of  the  conntry,  and  to  draw 
near  ten  thousand  men  from  thence  for  the  service  in  America.  That 
they  have  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  court  of  Prtersburgli,  by  which 
Russia  is  to  furnish  them  with  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  twenty 
thousand  men,  which  they  say  is  of  the  more  importance  on  account  of 
the  intimate  connection  between  Kussia  and  Denmark,  as  the  latter  will 
bo  likely  by  this  means  to  be  drawn  into  the  war,  with  their  numerous 
fleet  of  forty-five  ships  of  the  line.  The  greatest  part  of  these  tales  are 
false.  I  know  very  well  what  is  said  of  Kussia  is  so  contrary  to  all  that  I 
have  seen  and  heard  of  the  good  understanding  between  Versailles  and 
Kussia,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  falsehood.  J>ut  as  I  am  very  lately 
arrived,  and,  consequently,  have  not  opportunity  to  examine  these 
reports  to  the  bottom,  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  inlbrm  me,  with  all  the 
exactness  possible,  how  much  truth  there  is  in  them,  if  any  at  all. 

You  are  very  sensible  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Con- 
gress should  have  the  earliest  information  of  these  things,  and  that  you 
and  I  can  not  render  a  more  useful  service  to  our  country  at  ]>resent 
than  by  collecting  such  intelligence  with  precision  and  transmitting  it 
without  delay.  Knowing  the  pleiisure  yon  take  in  serving  the  United 
States  in  every  way  in  your  power,  I  thought  1  could  beg  this  favor  of 
you  with  propriety,  and  that  you  would  believe  me  always  your  friend 

and  servant, 

John  Adaims. 


•MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2 Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  G'il),  with  verbal cliuii^es ;  7  John 
Adams'  Works.  123. 


Tid-J  mi'LOMATCC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

CarmlchasI  to  John  Jaj.* 

MA.DaiD,  February  18, 1780. 

Dkak  Siu:  I  iliil  tii.vsclf  lliii  linnor  of  writing  to  you  hy  a  courier 
wlmiii  llm  Fii'imli  iuiiliiissinlor  4I input clu'd  to  Ciulin  yeatcrdtiyuiorniug; 
ftiiirn  wlticli  )  liuvc  Ix'i'ii  jntnnliiccil  by  liiin  to  tlicir  vxccUcucies  Har- 
(ILiiH  do  Pliiridii  liliiticii  iirid  Don  Josr.pli  dc  Onlrez.  I  delivered  your 
i<!tt('r  lotliciiidcr,  aiitl  i-x])l;iiiieil  to  llic  fonnor  tito  ivasotis  whicb  induce 
yon  lo  iiildri'Hs  the.  liittcr,  witli  wliicli  lie  appeared  perfectly  sstisflcd. 
Kriii  Jiisi-i>li  dc  <}iil\cK  t()ld  ino  tliat  IiB  «ould  deliver  your  letter  to  the 
M:Lii[tiis  dc  ri(iiiil:i  Hiiiiirji.,  ^viinRo  linKincns  it  was  to  lay  it  before  the 
liiii^  iiiid  r<T(>ivi'  liis  nidcr.i  nn  tlio  Hubjer.L,  and  tliat  tlio  ninrquin  or 
liiiiiNi-1f  would  1x1  diii'ctt'il  to  aiinwrr  it.  J  repeated  tbe  ntibstanceof 
yDiir  iiiKlriii;lioiiR  to  iitc  sin  f.ir  an  tlic^y  icopcct  liim,  and  was  answered 
lliiit  lio  would  U\\if  iiii  opportnnity  of  cnnversiof;  with  mo  on  our 
nHhii's  and  winilil  infnnit  nic  Mironcli  tlie  Frenoli  nmbnssadoi'  when  it 
would  li(^  coiivi-iiiciil.  I'lir  liitn  to  receive  me.  Some  coin]iIiinents  passed 
with  roHjm;!,  til  tlii'rli:ii'iirti'i*H  lie  had  received  ofua,  which  it  is  unncc- 
cKsai-.v  lo  r('p(>:it. 

'V\w.  .'\l:iii|iii»dc  I'loiida  Itlancn  told  me  that  )ie  would  lay  your  letter 
belong  Mie  liiiiR  tlii'  Hiitim  iit(;lit  for  his  consideration.  I  took  tliiaoppor- 
tiniilyof  iiirntioiiiii^' Mm  pk'iiaiiio  it  would  pive  Ooufrress  to  bear  of 

iiir  rc(ic]t(Mni  !it  Miidiid,  Iroin  the  carneat  desire  tboy  had  to  cultirafo 
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2(1  instant.  They  mean  to  proceed  to  Amstcnlam  from  tlicnce,  so  that 
the  plan  spoken  of  has  taken  place.  They  go  in  a  good  time,  as  the 
Dutch  are  at  present  much  irritated  against  Great  Jiritain. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  corresponded  with  the  Marquis  de  Fh)rida  BInnca, 
but  if  I  am  well  informed  the  correspondence  consisted  of  American 
news  on  the  one  part  and  compliment  on  the  other.  M.  Gerard  leaves 
this  to-morrow;  he  has  had  conversations  with  the  Spanish  ministers, 
of  about  two  hours  at  one  time  and  three  at  another.  I  am  in  a  way  of 
obtaining  most  of  the  information  you  desired.  I  beg  you  to  present 
the  proper  compliments  to  your  lady  and  Colonel  Livingston. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Garmichael. 


Franklin  to  Lee  and  Izard.* 

Passv,  February  10,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  la«t  night  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  relative  to  your  having  a  passage  in  the  Alliance.  It 
was  unnecessary  to  use  agreements  fnrgumentsj  to  me  to  show  the  i)ro- 
priety  of  that  measure.  Mr.  Leo  may  remember  that  I  mentione<l  it  to 
him  some  weeks  since,  and  receiving  no  answer,  1  imagined  he  had 
other  views.  The  ship  is  now  repairing  at  L'Orient.  1  suppose  she 
will  bo  ready  to  sail  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  If  I^lr.  r^ee  carries 
with  him  his  nephews,  and  Mr.  Izard  proposes  to  take  his  family,  per- 
haps it  may  be  well  to  know  from  Gaptain  Jones,  before  the  journey  to 
L'Grient  is  tindertaken,  whether  he  can  accommodate  them  all,  passages 
being  already  promised  to  several  persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 

P.  S. — 1  have  lately  received  an  extract  fron)  the  ministers  of  Con- 
gress relating  to  accounts,  of  which  I  send  you  copy  enclosed. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergeniies.t 

Pauis,  Fehrnary  10,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  cx(u»llency  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  and  lost  I  should  not  have 
explained  sulliciently  in  my  letter  of  the  12Mi  tlio  nature  and  extent  of 
my  commissions,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  attested  copies  of 
both,  as  well  «as  of  that  to  Mr.  Dana. 

With  regard  to  my  instructions,  I  preRnnu*>  your  excellency  will  not 
judge  it  proper  that  I  should  conimuriicate  them  any  further  than  to 


•  MSS.  Dcp.  of  Sl.ito. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparkw'Dlp.  IJfv.  Coir.,  (;35. 


no  I  lill'LOMATIC   CORRBSPOHDENCE. 

:).<!Riin^  yon,  ns*  I  ilo  in  I  ho  fiiltost  inaiiiicr,  thnt  tlicy  contain  iiotlilnfif  1 
<-ntiKis(oii|.  Willi  till'  li-llcr  or  Spirit  of  tlio  treaty  betweeu  his  niajes 
iinil  tlie  Uiiiti'il  Sillies  or  tlio  most  jicrrcct  friotidaliip  bctweoii  Fraii 
and  Aiiii'i'ii;n,  Inil.  on  llic  coiitrnr.v,  tlie  cloarost  orders  to  cnltivato  bot 
I  lii)v«!  Iiitlicrto  (uitidiirlrd  ncGonliiig  to  your  ndvlce,  baviiig  never  coi 
iiiiiiii(':itc<I  to  any  ix'r.son  nince  my  iirrivnl  in  Knrope  Mie  nature  of  n 
mission,  cxPojiliiiE  to  yonr  exceliertey  and  Dr.  Franklin,  to  wliom 
was  iniliH'd  coiniiiiiiiiriUcil  by  a  rosoliition  of  OougreflB,  and  to  liim 
<-tiiirirli'n<c  I  kIiuII  conliiiiic  to  coucoal,  as  far  as  maydei>en(l  npi 
nil',  mv  artiiii!  clmnuilcr,  hut  I  ouglit  to  observe  to  yonr  excellency  th 
my  iiii|)oiii(m(Mit  wiiH  an  iiotorioim  in  America  as  tliat  of  Mr.  Jay  or  I 
Fiaiikliii  bcfoio,  niy  (lc]>.ti'tiirc.  So  it  is  probably  aiready  known 
Hie  iioiirt  of  IjciiiiIou,  iiltliongli  tbey  liave  not  regular  evidence  of  it, 
mention  tlii.s,  lest  soino  ])cr!{ons  might  cliargo  me  witb  pnblisliing  wb 
I  t^ortiiiiily  dill  not  i>nlilisli. 

I  tliaiik  your  excelktm-y  for  Uie  assurances  of  bis  majesty's  iirott 
lion  anil  of  your  e(inll<lcn(ie,  wliieli  it  sball  bo  my  study  and  endeav 
at  iill  times  to  -leaervc. 

i  liiivr  fill!  hoii'ii  lo  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


th«  Presldrnt  of  CongrsaB.' 
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dmw  from  tbem  a  largo  uumbor  of  regular  troops  for  the  service  in 
America,  ilepeuding  on  the  voluuteer  militia  or  associalors  for  tiie  de- 
fense of  the  country ;  that  they  have  made  a  treaty  with  Russia,  whereby 
that  power  has  engaged  to  furnish  them  with  twelve  ships  of  the  line 
and  twenty  thousand  troops,  as  some  say,  and  twenty  ships  of  the  line 
and  twelve  thousand  troops,  according  to  others.  This  alliance,  they 
say,  too,  is  of  the  more  consequence  on  account  of  some  connection  be- 
tween Kussia  and  Denmark,  who  it  is  insinuated,  will  follow  llusaia 
into  the  war,  and  Denmark,  they  add,  has  forty-five  ships  of  the  line, 
not  manned  it  is  true,  but  England  they  say  can  man  them. 

These  tales  one  would  think  are  so  extravagant  and  absurd,  that 
they  would  not  ilnd  a  believer  in  the  world.  Yet  there  are  persons  who 
believe  them  in  all  nations  of  Europe,  particularly  in  Holland,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  the  same  song  will  be  sung  in  America,  and  many 
will  listen  to  it.  There  is  nothing  further  from  the  truth  ;  they  will 
find  the  utmost  difficulty  to  draw  from  Germany  troops  enough  to  rep.air 
the  breaches  in  the  German  troops  made  in  America  the  last  year;  the 
same  with  regard  to  Ireland.  And  as  to  what  is  said  of  Uussia,  there 
is  not  even  a  color  of  truth  in  it,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  same  good 
understanding  continues  between  Versailles  and  Petersburg!!,  which 
subsisted  last  winter,  spring,  and  summer.  As  to  Denmark,  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  she  is  disposed  to  assist  Great  Britain,  but  on  the 
contrary*  that  she  has  armed  to  defend  herself  at  sea  against  Great 
Britsiin;  but  if  it  were  otherwise,  to  what  purpose  would  her  ships  of 
the  line  be  unmanned,  when  Great  Britain  can  not  man  the  ships  of  the 
line  she  already  hast 

France  seems  determined  to  ])ursue  the  naval  war  with  vigor  and 
decision  in  the  American  seas.  M.  deGuiclion  .sailed  the  beginning  of 
January  with  seventeen  or  eighteen  8hii)S  of  the  line.  Seven  more  are 
now  being  prej)ared  at  Brest  with  all  possible  expedition,  supposed  to 
be  for  America.  These,  if  they  all  happily  join  the  twelve  ships  left 
by  the  Count  d'Estaing,  will  make  a  fleet  of  six  and  thirty  ships  of  the 
line.  And  the  court  seems  determined  to  maintain  the  superiority  in 
the  American  seas.  This  will  give  scope  to  our  privateers  to  weaken 
and  distress  the  enemies  of  their  country,  while  they  are  enriching 
themselves. 

There  is  no  news  of  Admiral  Rodney,  from  whence  I  conclude  he  is 
gone  to  the  West  Indies. 

The  English  have  derived  such  a  flush  of  spirits  from  Iheir  late  suc- 
cesses, which  are  mostly,  however,  of  the  nefrative  kind,  that  they  talk 
in  a  style  very  diflbrent  from  that  of  peace.  There  are  two  reflections 
which  the  English  can  not  bear ;  one  is  that  of  losing  the  domination  of 
the  Colonies  as  indispensable  to  the  support  of  their  naval  superiority 
over  France  and  KSpain,  or  either  of  them,  in  jmssession  of  a  powerful 
fleet  at  the  peace.  Their  maxim  is  to  make  themselves  terrible  at  sea 
to  all  nations,  and  they  are  convinced  that  if  thev  make  a  ])eace,  leav- 
ing America  independent  and  France  and  Spain  powerful  at  sea,  they 
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filiall  never  agiiiii  lie  tiTiiUlo  to  any  innritiiiic  power.  Tlicao  rcaso 
itotiviii(;()  iiK!  lliiit  (iiciit  Hi'itiiin  will  liozard  nil  ratlior  tliaii  inako  pea 
at  iircKciit.  Tlioriiitsiiii'H  "  Itritaiitiia,"  wliicb  cipresscs  tlie  feelings 
well  aK  lii«  Ri-tiiiiii('ii(s  i}(  ovory  Itiiton,  is  so  mucb  to  tlio  prcaent  pi 
|ioHc,  tlint  I  Iiopi!  1  xliall  lie  pardotied  rorrercrriiietoft,eveiriiin)cU 
l<>  Coiigross. 

I  liiiv«  the  liiiitiir  l»  Itc,  with  tlio  higheRt  catcom,  etc., 

John  Adaus. 

Ln  Fnyette  to  John  Adnma.* 

I'Auw,  February  10,  1780. 
Di^.AR  Silt:  i\n  I  caiiirt  Ixtlthld  iiinnitiif;  from  Versailles,  it  was  uot 
rn.v  jiDwcT  MKiiiiT  III  aiiHwer  to  tlio Jct.lcr  you  liitvo  lioiiored  ino  with,  ai 
this  duty  I  ti[>w  iii'iTiirtii  with  thuiiioru  pleasure,  tli:it  it  is  of  some  ii 
jir>il:iii<'<'  to  tlio  jtitcri-Kls  of  Amerirji.  Sinito  the  first  day  when  I  ]ii 
tli'^  li;i|i|ijii<'ss  of  iiiiikiiig  iiiyHcIf  and  of  heiug  oonsidercd  in  tlio  wor 
ns  an  Aiiieric.an,  I  linve  always  observed  t.liat  among  the  many  ways 
iilt;ielnti;;  mil'  lilievtic'*,  and  among  tlio  moHl  uiigeiierons  ones,  treaclic 
mid  fiilsi'liood  li;ivo  over  been  the  llrHt  weapons  01)  wliich  the  Briti: 
nation  have  llie  most  ilepemled. 

I  iuii  fjlad  it  iM  in  iiiv  jiower  generally  to  assure  you  that  the  mai 
ri'|)oi'tH  pnipagiiti'il  liy  tlieni,  and  nllnded  to  in  yonr  letter,  are  n 
ntincts  Willi  petty  German  princes  lia 
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Carmichael  to  the  President  of  CoiigresB.* 

Madrid,  February  19, 1780. 

Sib:  Tho  short  timo  I  remained  at  Cadiz,  and  tiie  constant  employ- 
ment in  which  I  was  engaged  of  copying  Mr.  Jay's  letters  and  making 
the  necessary  preparations  for  my  journey,  prevented  me  from  doing 
myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  oxcellen(5y  from  thence.  Bat  hav- 
ing now  an  opportunity  by  M.  Gerard,  to  France,  and  an  oflcr  from  M. 
Gardoqui  to  forward  my  letters  by  tho  way  of  I3ilbo<i,  1  enclose  to  Con- 
gress copies  of  tliosol  have  written  to  Mr.  Jay  since  my  arrival  in  th  is  city, 
as  they  contain  the  mostmaterial  intelligence  1  have  been  able  to  procure. 
I  have  every  reason  to  bo  pleased  with  the  disposition  of  those  whom 
I  have  seen  here,  as  well  foreigners  as  natives,  and  lean  not  sufficiently 
express  my  gratitude  for  the  liberal  and  friendly  manner  in  which  J 
have  been  received  by  tho  Count  do  Montmorin,  the  ambassador  of 
France,  which  1  should  impute  entirely  to  I^I.  (ioranPsgood  offices,  wa^s 
not  his  own  good-will  and  desire  to  conform  to  ihvi  favorable  disposition 
of  his  court  apparent.  M.  Gerard  in  the  circle  of  foreign  ministers  is 
more  of  an  American  than  a  Frenchman,  and  I  should  do  him  injustice 
if  I  did  not  mention  it. 

The  English  squadron  sailed  from  Gibraltar  the  13th  instant,  and 
part  of  it  is  said  to  be  destined  for  the  West  indies.  Tiie  French  will 
have  seventy-two  sail  of  the  line  in  actual  service  this  year.  Tiie  troops 
at  the  disposition  of  the  ])erson  mentioned  in  tiie  letter  No  J,t  to  Mr. 
Jay,  will  amount  to  near  four  thousand,  and  ccmsistchielly  of  Germans; 
six  sail  of  the  line  will  escort  tiiem,  and  I  am  well  informed  they  will 
sail  in  less  than  two  months.  It  is  said  the  Knglisli  ministry  will  be 
able  to  procure  the  necessary  sui)i>lies  for  the  present  year  owing  to 
their  late  su<5cessc8. 

I  beg  leave,  through  your  excellency,  to  assure  Congress  of  my  un- 
remitted attention  to  merit  the  confldence  reposed  in  me,  and  to  believe 
me,  etc., 

William  Carmichael. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

Pauls,  Fvhrnary  20,  1780. 

Sir:  Since  my  arrival  in  Europe  1  have  had  (he  mortilication  to  see 
in  the  j)ublic  papers  a  series  of  little  successes  wliich  our  enemies  have 
had  in  tiie  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  first  was  a  very  exaggerated 
account  in  tiie  Englisli  Court  Gazette  of  their  successes  against  the 
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.S|i:iiii:irilM  in  Soiitli  Anicrioii.  Tlic  noxt  was  tlie  bistory  of  tlie  rcpiilso 
(if  (iinieral  LiiiCDlti  iiml  t)io  Count  tVISxtniiij;  at  SAvannali  and  the 
iiiiNiiifi  of  tliii  KicKotil  tliiit  post.  Tliew)  were  soon  followed  liy  tlie  cap- 
liiro  ofttio  BpiiiiiHli  fli'ct.  (if  tnniaiwrt  ships  l>y  Itodiicy's  sqnadron,  ami 
tli<Miilviinliit;(!  t;:iiii('il  liy  tliiitndmiral  over  the  Sjmiiish  Bliipsofwnr, 
jificr  ii  most  KiilliUJl  icsisliiijcr.,  however,  offOibraltnr. 

Tlii'si^  Niiiall  lt'iiiiii]>hK,  iilllKiugh  chiefly  of  the  dcfcnsirc  and  negative 
liiiid,  iiiKJ  ii  jiiKir  (-<>tM|M'iisiili<Mt  for  tite  blood  mid  the.  millions  they  nre 
ariiiirallv  wiisi  in);,  :iri',)i(i\v(n'C'r,abnn(titi)t1yniil11cient  to  cbncr  the  spirits 
of  (111' T'.ijli.'fli  t>(iiinl;i(-(\  and  to  biiniMi  from  the  minds  of  the  ministry 
all  tlinnj^litt  oT  ]n-,ivc  n|iiin  reas.imibin  tcrttin;  for  llie  Englisli  in  the 
liK'KcMt  v.iv  ai^l.  ii|)nij  a  iii;iNim  dinimttriatlly  opposite  to  that  of  tlie 
Honiaris,  and  niMcr  tliink  of  ponoo  ii|ioii  any  event  fortunate  to  Ibem, 
bnl  an;  anxitniN  lor  it  under  (^vcry  piCiitadvcrBity. 

A  ii'ixnt  <jf  my  n])]i(iinlni('iit  Iniving  also  been  cutrried  to  England  by 
f  li<;  rarlclK  riorn  I'nslnn,  and  being  Rproiid  in  Jjtirojie  by  various  other 
ways  by  passcnKi-in  in  lli«  Commilier,  by  French  ])aa8engcrs  in  (he  Sen- 
sible, (if  wliotii  ilicii^  wfTt'  af>i'eal  number,  who  bad  lionn)  of  it  iu  all 
(■i)in]ianics  in  Aincrica,  and  by  ninny  private  hrt tern,  and  the  English 
ininiRltnial  writers  liaviiif;  miido  use  of  tliis  ns  evidence  of  a  drooping 
sjiirit  in  Atneiiea  in  tirtU:v  In  favor  (heir  loan  of  money,  I  thought 
il  my  best  ]irili(;y  to  cojnnniiiit^iitc  my  nppointnicnt  and  powers  to  the 
Kreiicli  <;onrt.  iind  iiHk  lliotr  Hdviex*,  as  our  good  allies,  liow  to  proceed 
in  llii;  pivseiit  ciner;;erii'y,  I  aeeordingly  wrote  to  liis  excellency  Ibo 
Ctinnt  lie.  VerKe.inies  I  lie  letter  of  tbolUtli  of  February,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enrloseil.  and  received  his  answer  of  the  10th,  a  copy  of  wliicli  \a  en- 
closed, to  wlli(^ll  I  rr-jilied  in  a  letter  of  tlio  lOtli.a  copy  of  which  is  also 
emilosed.  When  1  shall  lei^eirc  Iiis  cxcelJency's  answer  I  sliull  do  niy- 
.sp.iniic  honor  to  enclose.  Iliat. 
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with  great  aDauimity,  aud  that  the  harmony  between  Versailles  and 
Petersburgh  remains  as  perfect  as  wlien  I  left  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Genet  to  J.  Adams.  ^ 
[Trniislation.] 

Vbrsaillks,  February  20,  1780. 

Sir:  You  have  been  afraid  to  tronble  the  Count  do  Vcrgeunes,  and 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  addressing  yourself  to  me,  in  order  to 
know  what  you  are  to  think  of  several  rumors  whicli  the  English  have 
endeavored  to  spread.  J  am  infinitely  llattered  by  the  mark  of  confi- 
dence which  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  me,  but  I  liave  thought 
myself  obliged  to  lay  the  letter  before  the  minister.  He  Jias  directed 
mo  to  assure  you  that  on  every  occasion  he  will  be  very  happy  that  you 
should  address  yourself  directly  to  him,  and  that  you  will  always  find 
him  ready  to  satisfy  your  inquiries. 

He  has  remarked,  as  well  as  yourself,  the  address  which  our  enemies 
use  to  circulate  false  reports,  and  to  make  Europe  believe  that  the 
Americans  are  making  advances  to  them  in  order  to  treat  of  an  arrange- 
ment with  them.  The  Count  de  Yergennes  is  likewise  persuaded  of 
the  contrary,  as  he  is  assured  that  no  new  treaty  has  been  negotiated 
with  the  princes  of  German}^,  and  that  no  levies  are  making  there  but 
for  the  sake  of  filling  up  the  old  ones.  He  does  notthink  that  the  news 
of  the  treaty  with  llussia,  nor  that  which  relates  to  the  court  of  Den- 
mark, are  better  founded.  He  told  me  that  I  might  do  myself  the  honor 
to  writ«  you  that  all  those  rumors  are  false,  and  that  you  run  no  risk 
in  presenting  them  as  such  to  the  persons  on  whom  you  think  they  have 
made  some  impressions  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

I  am  extremely  anxious  to  have  the  honor  to  see  you  and  congratu- 
late you  on  your  happy  return.  As  I  but  seldom  go  to  Paris,  I  wish  your 
business  may  permit  you  to  do  me  the  honor  to  call  at  my  house  and 
accept  of  a  family  dinner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


J 13  NET. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress. f 

Cadiz,  February  20,  1780. 

Sir:  The  papers  herewith  enclosed  are  duplicates  of  those  which  I 
hsul  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency  by  Captain  Do  Saussure. 
As  yet  I  have  received  no  intelligence  from  Madrid,  owiug,  I  believe, 
to  the  extreme  badness  of  the  roads. 
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Wlion  at  ]tl:u'ti)iii|iic,  I  iiirortueil  Ooiigi-esa  by  lulter, dated  Uic25Uior 
I>ct:<;iii1>or  last,  lliat  I  ImuI  drawn  a  bill  iu  Aivoror  tlio  officers  of  the 
Coiijhlcnu-y  on  Dr.  ]<'i;iiLkliii  fur  IHO  guineas.  At  the  time  that  letter 
was  wiiilcii  I  liiiil  inaiin  tliu  oITIccrs  thiit  promise,  and  bad  directed  the 
bills  to  bo  iiia<l(>  oiiL  iii'roidiii{;ly,  but  jiiat  as  I  was  eouiiug  away  and 
rli>siiiK:K'i;<Jiints  will]  Ml.  Iiiiigbani  bo,  i>crcuiving  that  tbemonoy  I  was 
about  ti>  draw  I'm-  llio  olliieis  wan  tu  coino  oat  of  my  salary  in  the  first 
irisliiiici.-,  was  so  ob[i;!iii<;  as  to  oHYvv  to  advance  that  sum  on  the  credit 
(if  Ui)ii;;iusH,  and  IbiTcby  mivo  me  ihii  iicocBsityof  drawing.  I  acceiiUnl 
bm  (ifU-r,  iiad  gavu  iiutiei;  oTit  to  tho  oOicors  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  tbeelerk 
ot  tlio  Irifiati-. 

I  liavu  Ihu  lioiioi  l<>  b«,ulc., 

John  J  a  v. 


Pasuy,  February  21,  1780. 
rKNTi.HMi'iN:  I  bavo  but  lately  I'ceoived  your  letter  of  the  4th  of 
iitaiy.  I  am  t>i>ir.v  .yiiii  have  been  so  long  detained  in  that  unvom- 
ablr,  iiiaclivusiliialiiiii.  It  basbw^n  partly  occasioned  by  lto|>eii  that 
court  oT  DciiiiiaiU  would  i-cconuider  tbcir  proceeilings  and  give  ns 
k  our  |>ri/.i's.  if  llial  bad  been  the  case  yonr  stay  might  hare  been 
)  M.  d» 
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your  appoiutineuts.    Enclosed  are  the  letters.    I  do  not  seal  that  for 
Mr.  Jay,  as  I  have  just  heard  that  possibly  he  ma^y  uot  be  gone  to 
Madrid,  as  I  imagined,  with  Mr.  Gerard,  and  you  may  have  occasion  to 
show  it  to  M.  Lo  Marquis  d'Yranda. 
With  sincere  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Jay.* 

Passy,  Febrtiary  22,  1780. 

Sir:  It  gave  me  infinite  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  oxcellcncv's  safe 
arrival  in  Spain.  Knowing  that  the  Con/ederaci/  had  sailed  the  28th 
of  October,  we  began  to  despair  of  ever  hearing  more  of  her. 

I  received  your  advice  of  the  bill  drawn  on  me  for  4,07S)  livrea  tournois, 
at  sixty  days'  date,  which  I  ordered  to  be  immediately  paid,  as  you 
desired. 

I  have  also  lodged  a  credit  for  you  at  Madrid  for  24,000  livres,  de- 
ducting this  bin.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  Mr.  Carmichiiel 
with  4,800  livres  of  it,  which  he  hi\s  desired  of  me. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Manpiis  <l'Yranda,  with 
whom  the  credit  is  placed,  and  whose  acquaintance  and  friendship  may 
be  otherwise  of  use  to  you. 

With  great  esteem,  etc., 

li.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay.t 

Paris,  February  22,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  happy  arrival 
in  Europe,  which  must  be  the  more  agreeable  to  you  for  the  terrible  voy- 
ages you  have  had.  Every  good  American  in  Europe,  1  believe,  sull'ered 
a  great  anxiety  from  the  length  of  time  that  passed  between  the  day 
when  it  was  known  that  the  Confederacy  sailed  and  the  time  when  the 
news  arrived  of  your  being  in  Cadiz.  J,  too,  have  had  my  hairbreadth 
escapes,  and  after  my  arrival,  a  very  tedious  Jouniey  in  the  worst  sea- 
son of  the  yefvr  by  land.  Ilfippy,  however,  shall  wc  be  if  all  our  haz- 
ards and  fatigues  should  contribute  to  la^'  the  foundation  of  a  free  and 
prosperous  people. 

I  hope  no  accident  or  disagreeable  circumstance  has  happened  to 
your  family,  to  whom  1  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  [)rc8ent  my  respects. 
Prom  whiit  I  saw  and  heard  in  Spain,  from  the  strong  assurances  1  re- 
ceived of  the  good- will  of  the  court  and  nation,  and  from  the  gre:it 
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iilh-iitioii  iinil  rcHiKiit  tliiiL  wvre  puiil  mo  by  oOlcers  of  governmenC  of 
IIki  Iii^lu-Kt.  rniik  in  Lliu  ]ir<)vinvc8  tlirongli  wlijcli  I  pnssod,  I  ain  per- 
vili  nii'ct  with  tlio  most  (liHtliiffiiisliuil  reception,  niul  Ibope 
u  Ilir  liiiiior  mill  siUisfiictioii  nf  concluding  a  treaty  vith 
will  |j:ivo  Mil'  iiilv'iuitHge  of  ninro  frcqnont  ntid  siwcdy  In- 
rii  liiiiiii^  tiiMi  \\K  (tiiiiliiiTolivro;  at  leiiacyoii  will  liave  it  in 
Tlit'iii  ul<^  vcKKcl»  oftuncr  arriving  from  Amerionat  Bil- 
iz,  I  tliiiiU,  tliaii  ill  France.  Afiiiiy  of  tlieso  vessels  come 
trmii  I'osliiri  ninl  Ni'wliLii',v|H>i't — iwrliaps  lliu  muRt  of  tliein — so  tlitit 
by  iliiTcliiid  jiiiir  roiii's|iuiiitciit8  to  semi  thoir  lcttoi-8  tliat  wny  you 
will  Imvc.  tiii'iii  miK^li  wioiifr  Minn  wo  van  ooniiiioiily  obtiiiii  tlioui;  uitd 
li.v  li':iiiMiiitliiiK  viiiirs  III  Me-iuiu  (jttrdoipii  &  Co.,  at  Itilboa,  anil  Mr. 
iMiititKoiiii'iy,  or  siiiiiit  otliis'at  Cmli/.,  yunr  dispntclies  will  go  more 
s|u-i'ilily  anil  worv^  H^ifcly  1li:ui  ours,  for  wo  llnd  it  almost  im|K>ssible  to 
Hi't  11  h'ttor  iUMiisH  flui  IJiiy  of  Itismiy  fnmi  Franco  in  a  niercUaut  vessel, 
tlii'io  :iii!  Ko  m-Aixy  |iiiv)iti'i-rs  in  tbu  roitlu;  llio  danger  of  wliom  is 
iiMiiili'il  cliiclly  liy  vi'ssi-ls  IVuin  Dillioa  keeping  near  tLo  coant  and 
niLiiun;;  in  In  liai'lmr  in  <;iise  of  danger,  and  wholly  by  tbose  from  CiuUe. 
Vuii  will  e\<:iiNi;  my  tni-iilinning  t«>  yon  tliii)  vliaiinel  of  iutcUigence, 
wlitirh  int;:lit  nut  iiossihly  Iiavo  neviin-cd  to  you,  and  niywisbtngto 
iiialio  stniid  iiilviuiliiK<^  <>>*  it>  to  myself  by  asking  tlie  favor  of  your  cor- 
ii-K|iiniileiiiu>,  iiiiil  Unit  yon  will  impart  to  me  the  advices  you  may 
tviv\vv-  tlii<nif-li  il. 
Wo  liaM'.  Liolliin^  now  licrr.  at  present  but  what  you  liavobad  bcfuro. 
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M.  do  Guiclieii  has  goue  to  joiu  him  with  tho  Couronne^  oin^hty  gnus; 
the  Triumphant,  eighty ;  the  Palmier ,  the  Vivtoirej  the  Destin,  the  Con- 
qucrantj  tlie  Citoyen^  the  Inircpide^  the  Ilercule,  aiul  the  SoHveraiUj  ull  of 
seventy -four;  the  Jason^  tbe  Actionnahef  the  Caton^  the  JuHen,  tbe 
Solitaire,  tlie  St,  Michael,  and  the  Triton,  all  of  sixty-four;  tho  frigates 
the  Med^a,  Courageuse^  Oentille,  and  the  Charmante,  all  of  thirty-two. 
lie  had  above  a  hundred  sail  of  vessels  under  his  convoy,  and  the  regi- 
ments of  Touraine  and  Enghien,  of  more  than  thirteen  hundred  men 
each,  and  the  second  battalions  of  lloyal  Corntois  and  of  Walsli,  of 
seven  hundred  men  each,  making  in  the  whole  more  than  fourthous^and 
troops.    Besides  these,  there  are  seven  more  preparing  at  Drest  to  sail. 

M.  Gerard,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Uarmichaol  are  arrived  at  Cadiz  in  a 
French  frigate,  the  Confederacy  having  been  dismasted  and  driven  to 
Martinique.  The  Alliance  carries  this,  with  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard, 
who  will  no  doubt  be  treated  with  all  rcKpect  at  lioston. 

Notwithstanding  the  commotions  in  England  and  Ireland,  the  suc- 
cess of  Provost  at  Savannah,  and  of  Rodney  oil'  Gibraltar,  and  even 
the  silly  story  of  Omoa  in  South  America,  is  enough  to  embolden  the 
ministry  to  go  on  with  a  debtof  two  hundred  millions  already  contracted, 
to  borrow  twelve  or  fourteen  millions  a  year,  in  the  beginning  of  a  war 
with  France  and  Spain,  each  having  agreatcr  navy  than  tliey  ever  had, 
each  discovering  a  greater  fighting  spirit  than  they  ever  did  before, 
and  obliging  the  English  to  purchase  every  advantage  at  a  dear  rate. 
The  ])remiums  and  bounties  that  they  are  obliged  to  give  to  raise  men 
both  for  the  service  by  sea  and  lan<l,  and  the  interest  of  money  they 
borrow,  are  greater  than  were  ever  given  in  any  former  wars,  even  in 
the  last  year  of  the  last  war.  This  can  not  always  last,  nor  indeed 
long.    Yet  1  do  not  expect  to  see  peace  very  soon. 

Pray  write  me  as  often  as  possible,  and  send  the  newspapers  to  me. 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

JouN  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Samuel  Adams.* 

Paris,  Fehrmry  23, 1 780. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  see  by  the  public  papers  that  your  committee  of 
correspondence  is  making  greater  progress  in  the  world  and  doing 
greater  things  in  the  political  world  than  the  electrical  rod  ever  did  in 
the  physical.  Ireland  and  England  have  adopted  it,  but,  mean  plagi- 
aries as  they  are,  the}'  do  not  acknowledge  who  was  the  inventor  of  it. 
Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard  will  go  with  this  letter  in  the  Alliance,  and  prob- 
ably go  to  Boston.  They  will  be  able  to  inform  you  of  everything  of  a 
public  nature  much  better  than  1  can  do,  as  I  have  scarcely  had  oppor- 
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Uiiiily  In  look  aliDiit  mo  !is  yi-t.    TUoy  will  give  you  Tew  liopes  of  peace, 

lit  li'iist  very  siK'i'dil.v. 

Till'  :isN<)ri;)iiiui.<!  Ill'  i-<)iiiitj(<8  ntid  <x>iiiiiiittrc8  of  corrcspoiKlenco  iu 
l':ii<;l:iiiil  ar<t  very  otiiiiuiiiit  to  our  oM  acqiiaiittAtices  tlie  nfiigees,  as 
llii'y  iiltiirk  ttiii]ioi'Jtc<l  ix'iiisJoiiR  ill  tlic  first  place.  Uiit  tlicy  ninat  do 
[;n':itt'r  tiitii;;>i  llmti  (iJKties.siiic  tlicfio  gentry;  tlidy  must  necessiirily 
|)riiiliic<!  f^ifjit  roiiiinoti'iiiR  in  llio  tintion.  Tlio  speeches  at  tbese  meet- 
ings nn  litKut  W]tnt]\!i,  sdttio  of  them  openly  justifying  and  applauding 
llu!  AiiK'iic^iiiH,  iiml  iillicrs  even  npplnuding  France  and  Spain  for  step- 
ping in  ti)  <iiir  utjKJKtiince.  'llie  court  liere  seems  determined  more  than 
ever  to  iiniftiio  tlic  nar  with  vigor,  especially  by  sea,  and  above  all  in 
tlui  Ainri'i<^:ui  kimx.  They  have  already  »cnt  soveiiteen  sliii>sof  the  line, 
tnidi^r  M.  (Iu  <!lIil^Il<<l1  to  reciiforce  M.  do  la  Motte  Fiqiiet',  and  seven 
iitliers  me  ptepntinK  iit  lirest.  They  are  sending  out  clothing  and  arms 
lor  lilt<'i-ti  tlioiLsaiid  iiicii  fur  our  army,  and  seem  confident  that  tbe 
iH-xt  uiinii'iii^'ii  will  hu  1)1-1  liT  than  tlie  last.  I  hope  the  spirit  of  piira- 
(wiintl  iinioiiK  n't  \vill  in<;i'caso,  because  I  tbink  this  is  the  way  in 
wliicli  WIS  can  do  tlic  nnisL  fervice  to  the  common  cause.  I  hope  you 
will  l)0KO{;o()d  ;iH  tn  iiilniin  ino  of  what  passes,  particularly  what  prog- 
ress the  niiiviMiliini  niiikcs  iti  the  couetitution.*  I  assure  you  it  is 
iiiiiru  conif'inlithlo  m.-ikin;;  cinistitnlions  in  the  dead  of  winter  at  Cam- 
liiidKC  or  liiwtim  tlmn  snilirifi  in  n  lenity  uliip  or  elimlting  on  foot  or 
of  (!alii:'.iii  itiid  Llio  Tvi 
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reputation  for  integrity;  in  the  Gazette  de  la  Ilflgue  the  English  find 
means  to  publish  many  false  reports.  These  papers  and  pamphlets,  to- 
gether with  one  or  two  Bnglish  papers,  for  which  I  shtdl  subscribe  as 
soon  as  possible,  I  sh<all  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress 
constantly  as  they  come  out.  From  these  Congress  will  be  able  to  col> 
lect  from  time  to  time  all  the  public  news  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  (*.tc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Geuet.* 

» 

Paris,  February  2  i,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  mo  the  liouor  to 
write  me  the  201  h  of  this  uiouth. 

I  was  cautious  of  troubling  the  minister  with  an  application  directly 
to  him  upon  a  subject  like  (hat  of  my  Letter  to  you,  but  I  thank  you  for 
the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  laying  it  before  him.  The  kind  ex|)ri's- 
sijns  of  his  excellency's  conflilence  and  his  readiness  to  receive  any 
applications  directly  from  me  do  me  great  honor,  and  I  shall  not  fail  of 
paying  my  respects  to  him  upon  proper  occa^sions.  I  am  happy  to  have 
his  excellency's  authority  to  counteract  the  delusive  artifices  of  our 
enemies,  and  he  may  be  equally  assured  that  the  reports  of  advances 
made  by  the  Americans  towards  an  arrangement  with  the  English  are 
equr.lly  groundless.  I  hope  to  have  soon  the  honor  of  paying  my  re- 
spects to  you  at  Versailles. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Florida  Blaiica  to  Jay.t 
[Translation.] 

rAUDO.  Frbrnary  21,  1780. 

Sir:  Having  received  by  the  hands  of  Don  Joseph  de  Galvcz  the 
letter  which  your  excellency  sent  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  having  com- 
municated the  contents  to  his  majesty,  I  have  it  in  command  to  inform 
you  that  his  majesty  highly  approves  the  choice  which  the  American 
Congress  have  made  of  you  to  the  trust  mentioned  in  your  letter,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  his  majesty  holds  the 
members  who  made  the  choice,  fis  the  information  lie  has  received  of 
your  probity,  talents,  and  abilities.  J  lis  majesty  also  received  with 
pleasure  the  information  of  the  desire  which  the  Colonies  have  to  form 
a  connection  with  Spain,  of  whose  good  disposition  they  have  already 
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rci'civcd  .slioii;;  [iLiiiits.  Ncvi'i'tliuluSH,  liis  niiijual.y  tUiuks  it  necessary, 
ill  llitt  ni-Nt  iihu'c,  tliiil  lilt!  iiiiumcr,  tlio  foi'ms,  niid  the  mutual  com- 
t<]iiinil<>ii<',G  kIiiiiiUI  In:  sullk'il  iiimii  wliiub  timt  miioii  must  be  founded 
ivliiirli  Iliu  Uni(i'<l  f^tiili'N  of  AmeriiDi  ck'sirc  to  uatalilisli  wiUi  tbia  iiiou- 
jinliy.  I''iir  this  tiiiigxiKc  lliorti  in  no  oliHtm;le  to  your  cMsollency's  com- 
in;;  ti>  lltiH  I'liiul  in  <ii<1i'i'  lit  explain  .your  iiilijiitions  niiit  those  of  tbe 
('iiii;;ri'ss  iiiid  In  liriir  llxist;  of  liis  iiiiijoaly,  and  by  that  iniaans  settling 
a  biisis  ii]"iri  wliicli  u  |K'it'(.-i;t  rriendsbi|>  iiiiiy  be  establiebed,  and  also 
its  .■stent  jnid  i-dnseiiMcntii'K. 

His  rniijcsty  thinlts  t1i;d.  until  Uicnu  pniiits  arc  settled,  as  be  hopes 
llicv  will  be,  it  is  no!  prnpor  for  yonrexwileiicy  to  assnino  a  formal 
cliaiiirtcr.  ivliieli  iiinsi  <lc|iinnl  nn  a  imblic;  niiknowlcdgiiu-nt  and  future 
Ircal.v.  Hut  vmir  excrllcnev  may  lie  assured  of  Hie  sincerity  and  good 
dispnsiliim.t  of  lii.s  iiiajcKiy  tnnardsihe  Unit^jd  States,  and  of  his  earnest 
desire  In  remove  eveiy  ilillienlly  lor  tbo  mutual  liappiness  uf  tliem  and 
1)1' (Ills  iiKHnueljy.  Tliis  liii»  bfen  intimated  to  Mr.  Carmicbuel,  irho 
enn  eommtiiiieate  tlie  siiiiie  lu  your  exeelloncy,  to  whom  1  beg  leave  to 
niakf'  a  (eutter  of  my  servici',  being,  etc., 

OouNi  DE  Florida  Blakoa. 


H.  LnurciiR  to  the  Ccmmittee  of  Foreign  Affain.* 

C'llARLESTOH,  February  24,  1780. 
Ckn'I'MvMkn  :  I  had  Mm  lionor of  Intimating  oti  tlie  I4t1i  JDStaut,  by  a 
iiililie  [iiesserigei';  my  purpose  of  tfcekint;  a  pnssage  to  Europe  fnim 
S'ortli  Carolina;  linl  n]ni(i  inquiry  into  the  ciic  it  instances  of  tbo  four 
vessels  alluded  to  I  jiiil^cd  it  best  to  embark  at  this  port.  Geiiend 
[jincoln  1i:iR  liired  a  .s»-ill  sailing  brigantino,  the  A<lna»a,  Josiah  Hill, 
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penses  liad  it  been  in  their  power;  tbat  tbey  had  in  contemplation  when 
I  left  Philadelphia  to  raise  a  fund  abroad  by  the  exportation  of  indigo; 
tbat  1  had  an  opportunity  of  shipping  that  and  other  articles  free  from 
freight,  and  at  very  moderate  prices  compared  with  those  of  the  staples 
of  other  States,  I  presumed  that  it  would  be  pleasing  to  Congress  that 
I  should  make  such  an  export  on  account  of  the  United  Stiites  as  will 
appear  in  the  enclosed  invoice  and  bill  of  lading.  Tbo  indigo  alone  will 
probably  yield  upwards  of  £3,200  sterling  at  some  market  in  Europe. 
The  whole  shall  be  faithfully  accounted  for,  and  I  tiimt  that  Congress 
will  enter  into  a  resolution  for  indemnifying  me,  and  order  the  amount 
of  the  invoice  to  be  placed  to  my  credit.  If  it  please  God  to  conduct 
me  in  safety,  a  part  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  goods 
may  be  very  acceptable  to  Mr.  Jay,  or  other  gentlemen  in  the  service 
of  these  States  abroad. 

The  vessel  in  which  I  am  to  embark  is  esteemed  so  good  in  this  town 
as  to  induce  underwriters,  notwithstanding  she  is  to  sail  in  the  face  of 
British  menof-war,  to  insure  on  her  at  25  per  cent.  Coining  into  this 
port  she  was  pursued  by  those  very  men-of-war  and  their  tender,  but 
escaped  them;  she  is  now  clean  and  barely  in  ballast  for  sailing,  and 
will  go  out  in  an  evening.  My  long  delay  is  a  subject  of  grief  to  me, 
but  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  that  I  made  my  coming  to 
Charleston,  in  order  to  present  myself  at  the  tribunal  of  my  country, 
the  sine  qtia  non  of  my  acceptance  of  a  new  mission.  The  iirst  opi>or- 
tnnity  that  odered  for  Europe  was  the  Ghimerc^  Commodore  Durumain. 
I  have  already  informed  you  of  the  causes  of  my  disappointment.  I 
had  not  thought  it  possible  that  the  commodore  would  have  induced  a 
junction  of  two  Continental  frigates  with  his  little  s(]uadron  of  three 
8hii)S,  under  an  excellent  plan  for  a  ten  days'  cruise,  unless  he  lifid  been 
fully  determined  to  perform  his  part  in  the  execntiun.  A  contrary  pro- 
ceeding exposed  those  frigates  to  inimincnt  danger,  which  they  narrowly 
escaped.  What  hjvs  happened  since  the  commodore's  departure,  re- 
specting my  intended  embarkation.  Congress  have  been  informed  of. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Henry  Laurens. 


LoveU  to  FrankHii." 

riiiLADELlMiiA,  February  24, 1780. 

Sill:  I  forward  the  gazettes  to  J3oston  for  you  as  usual,  without 
knowing  when  they  will  find  a  passage  from  thence.  Your  letter  of 
September  the  30th,  and  one  from  Dr.  [Arthur]  Lee  of  December  the 
8th,  came  to  hand  two  days  ago,  your  prior  being  May  the  liCth,  re- 
ceived August  the  17th.  1  hope  you  have  got  news])apers  from  me 
often,  though  I  have  written  few  letters.  The  commercial  committee  is 
impressed  with  your  sentiments  respecting  drafts.    They  are  a  mere 
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iiiinto  ill  ]iivRi'Mt.  [  Ui>\>t'  (hat  briiiicb  will,  for  a  time,  bo  coudueted  by 
tlic  mliiiiriilly  iHiiii'd,  till  n  now  nrrftiigeiiieiit  can  bo  formed,  to  beexe- 
ciitcil  by  iieiNiitiK  itiit  iti<.>iii1»cr8  of  Coiigrctis.  We  arc  about  calling  on 
t1i<>  Stiitc^H  ncuoi'ilin;:  lo  (Lcir  Btaples,  so  tliat  tbe  prospect  of  snilable 
n-riiittuiii'cs  is  ciiliiri^cil.  Tliis  plau  is  couseqoeot  ujion  a  resolre  of 
Df'ceiiilK'r  <Ik'.  Mtli. 

I  am,  Willi  groat  icapcct,  sir,  etc., 

Jambs  Lotell. 
P.  .S.— TIh<  (Jlicvalicr  <le  la  LiiEcriie  expressed  to  uie  naxiety  because 
«(•  ill)  in>t  (;oirc;-i|i(niil   in  cipher.     I  oaily  coiiiinuuicatod  to  you  from 
llalliiiKti'o  '.i  vciy  (tixkI  niie,  though  a  little  tedious,  like  that  of  M. 
l>iinj:iK.     ]  eiich)^  you  iv  };a[iiplo  »t  this  time. 


VcTgeiiiisB  to  J.  AdanlB.* 
LTraiixInlioii.] 

VliitSAlLLES,  February  24, 1780. 

Hilt;  I  liavi;  reeeiri'il  Ihi;  lelter  wliinh  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 

vrilo.  iric  the  l!)lli  iiflliis  tnunth.     Your  full  powerm,  of  which  you  have 

>ccii  iilcascil  to  sciiil  tiiir  a  cupy,  aiv  iierlectly  conformable  to  what  M. 

'tanl  Itasi  wrilicii  to  iiic  ahont  t.licin,  niid  tliey  leave  U3  nothing  lo 
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tertaiu  tho  least  doubt  on  this  subject.  This  way  of  thiukiiig  will  con- 
viuce  you,  sir,  that  we  have  uo  need  oi'  seeing  your  instructions  to 
appreciate  properly  the  principles  and  dispositions  of  Congress  towards 
Great  Britain. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

1)E  Vkrgbnnics. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  February  25,  1780. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  the  20th  I  have  received  another  letter  from 
his  excellency  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  dated  the  21th  of  February, 
which  I  answered  this  day.    Copies  of  both  letters  are  enclosed. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  a  gazette,  and  nn  ap])lication  from 
Mr.  Comyn,  of  Marseilles,  to  be  a  consul  for  the  ports  of  Provence  and 
Languedoc.  I  know  nothing  of  this  gentleman  but  what  he  says  of 
himself. 

By  the  enclosed  gazette,  as  well  as  by  many  others,  Congress  will  see 
of  what  wonderful  cillcacy  in  i)ulling  down  tyranny  a  committee  of  cor- 
respondence is  likely  to  be.  Ireland  has  done  great  things  by  means 
of  it;  England  is  attempting  great  things  with  it — after  the  exam])le  of 
the  Americans,  who  invented  it  and  first  taught  its  use;  yet  all  does 
.not seem  to  produce  the  proper  gratitude  on  the  minds  of  the  English 
towards  their  benefactors.  However,  the  glory  of  the  invention  is  as 
certainly  ours  as  that  of  electrical  rods,  Iladle.v's  quadrant,  or  iuuocu- 
latiou  for  the  smallpox. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JouN  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Paris,  Fcbruartj  25,  1780. 

Sir:  I  had  last  evening  the  honor  of  your  excellency's  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  shall  conform  myself  to  your  advice. 

I  shall  esteem  myself  highly  honored  by  a  presentation  to  the  king 
and  royal  family,  and  shall  wait  your  exccilencv's  diiections  concerning 
the  time  of  it,  and  shall  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  make  any  publi- 
cation of  my  powers  to  treat  of  peace  until  it  shall  iiave  been  announced 
in  the  gazette.  After  which  I  shall  transmit  to  your  excellency  any 
paragraph  which  may  be  thought  proper  to  publish  in  the  gazettes  of 
Holland,  and  take  your  advice  upon  it  before  it  is  sent     My  other 
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powers  sliiill  b<^  concoalctl,  iiucordiiig  to  your  tulvice,  ami  I  shall  Lave 
tlic  lintior  to  pay  my  respects  to  your  excellency  very  soou  at  Ver- 
sailles. 

I  liavo  tbe  buiiur  to  be,  etc, 

John  Adaus, 


Jay  to  Cannlchael.* 

Cadiz,  Februarj/  25, 178U. 
])r.AR  Hiti:  Your  favor  oT  llic  loth  iiistiiut  wim  dslivered  to  me  IhkL 
i^veiiiii^.     I  <'.oii;;i'a1iilate  you  on  your  sufu  amrftl,  aud  Lope  the  agree- 
alilt!  eirciuiKstari(^e8  of  your  prenoiit  Bituiitioii  will  couipeu sate  for  iLe 
latifriie  and  trouble  you  experienced  on  tlio  way  to  iL 

It  niw'n  itiu  pleasure  to  hear  the  Freiicli  ambassador  Las  been  so 
oblit;iri(r,  and  I  atii  ^lad  (o  llud  from  your  letter  tbat  your  atteutiouK 
to  liiin  at  least  keep  pace  with  Lis  civilities,  especially  aa  you  are  uo 
stranger  to  tlic  cliKlimitton  between  tLo  eaudor  aud  politeness  of  a  geu> 
leiniiii  tiiid  tliat  iiiiliuititded  cuiiUdenco  wbieli  ih  seldom  iiocesaary. 
Tlie  ][itellif;eiiee  yon  received  from  liini  is  so  agreeable  aud  so  iuter- 
sliiig,  tliat  a1thou;;li  tlie  nature  of  it  luavcB  uie  uo  room  to  doubt  of 
liLs  having  been  .si};uilied  by  Uio  court  of  France  to  Congress,  eitLer 
lirontili  Dr.  I'raiiklin  or  tiie  Count  de  la  Luzerne,  yet  as  uuespccted 
,<!eiileJilM  tnay  have  iilanled  its  arrival,  I  Rliall  also  transmit  it  by  a  ves- 
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does  the  more  so  to  me,  as  my  letter  would  bavo  introduced  you,  nud 
as  you  were  apprised  of  my  appreheusiou  that  i)5uus  would  bo  taken  to 
delay  my  receiving  a  decided  answer  as  to  my  reception  until  the  sen- 
timents of  Fmnce  should  be  known.  Pcrbaps  tlic  advice  you  received, 
as  to  tbe  time  and  manner  most  proper  for  the  delivery  of  it,  was  a 
little  influenced  by  a  desire  of  gaining  time.  1  wished  to  bavo  felt  the 
pulse  of  S]>ain,  and,  by  their  conduct  on  this  occasion,  to  have  been 
enabled  to  determine  whether  their  councils,  with  respect  to  the  United 
States,  are  in  any,  and  in  what,  degree  independent  of  thoise  of  France, 
or  whether  directed  by  tliem.  This  would  have  been  very  useful  in  the 
further  progress  of  tbe  business,  and  might  have  been  easily  obtained, 
had  my  letter  been  delivered  immediately  on  your  arrival,  because  in 
that  case,  before  the  sentiments  of  the  French  court  could  have  been 
asked  and  received,  suflicient  time  woukl  have  elapsed  to  justify  your 
applying  to  M.  Galvez  for  an  answer;  and  whatever  that  nn'glit  have 
been,  certain  inferences  wouUl  have  been  deduciblc  frou)  it.  For  these 
reasons,  and  not  from  an  expectation  of  opi»osition  from  J^'rance,  I 
regret  this  delay.  ]3ut  l^s  my  conjectures  may  i)rovc  groundloi^s,  and  if 
just,  you  may  have  very  cogent  reasons,  1  forbear  further  remarks  till 
I  shall  again  have  the  ]>1easnre  of  hearing  from  you. 

Are  3'ou  sure  that  the  intelligence  your  heard  respecting  M.  Mirales 
is  certain?  1  am  sorry  by  (his  qneslion  to  lengthen  your  next  letter, 
especially  as  writing  in  cipher  is  tedious  and  disagr<*eable.  ]»ut  that 
intelligence  is  im])ortant ;  if  credited,  it  may  have  an  influen(*e  on  Ameri- 
can measures  which,  if  it  should  be  groundless,  might  be  injurious. 
The  transmission  of  inforniation  to  Congress,  by  which  their  councils 
and  determinations  may  be  all'ected,  is  a  very  delicate  business,  and 
demands  the  greatest  care  an<l  precision.  It  is  not  uncommon,  you  know, 
for  one  gentleman  to  think  a  matter  certain  wlii<;li  another  of  no  greater 
discernment,  and  judging  by  the  same  cvi^lence,  will  deem  somewhat 
doubtful.  I  would  choose  therefore,  with  respect  to  all  interesting 
intelligence,  and  j>articularly  such  as  I  may  transmit  to  Congress, 
to  possess,  as  far  as  j)ossible,  every  circumstance  necessary  to  form 
a  judgment  of  its  credibility,  such  as  the  rank  and  character  of  the 
informants  and  the  means  they  have  of  acquiring  the  information 
tliey  give,  that  I  may  represent  it  as  entitled  to  that  degree  of  credit 
only  which,  on  full  consideration,  it  may  ai)pear  to  deserve.  I  observe 
this  less  with  reference  to  the  case  in  question  ihan  as  a  general  rule. 
Besides,  as  we  correspond  in  cipher,  no  danger  can  result  from  being 
explicit. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  short  time  yon  had  been  at  IMadrid  did 
not  admit  of  your  writing  on  the  several  subjects  contained  in  your 
instructions,  on  allot  which,  if  allowed  snilicient  time,  I  am  [)ersua(led 
you  will  be  able  to  obtain  important  information.  However,  as  the 
object  of  your  going  to  Madrid  was  to  j)revent  delays  in  my  receiving 
an  answer  to  the  letter  to  M.  Galvez,  the  other  instructions,  however 
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iini'ort.itil,  ni'c  to  ho  coiiRitlci'cd  as  secoiidnry,  aiitl  tliougli  I  vtah  Uiat 
f;r('itliuiil  cdiiHlaiit  lit  lent  inn  mn.v  Uo  paid  tlicui,  jet  by  uo  ineiuis  to  tlie 
ii.'^lcct  or  ).ini'"'i'-t'  «'!■  ll'«  lirsl. 

1  :itn  iiiiii:li  obli^i'il  to  yoa  lor  the  Aiiicrioui  iiii|ier  endosed  in  your 
U'liir.    J'^vcry  lliiii^  fi'oiii  our  country  is  intoreetiiif;.    If  you  eboald 
II,  whoso  coiiteuts  afford  eitbor  iiironnaliou  or  eo- 
in,  iukI  yon  Bball  ri'ceivc  fi-otn  me  flll  I  may  meet 
'.  nniliT  tbiit  Ocsuription. 

'  iiic  reiiHoii  (o  ezpuct  from  M.  Gerard  has  not  yet 
next  jiost  will  bring  it  Ou  the  first  oceaaion  1 
in  1  Kliitll  (aku  tbo  liberty  of  uientiouing  the  senae 
mil  liitiilno^H  and  attuntiou  to  you. 
tlie  Fioncli  nml>iuwsulor  to  be  usorul  to  loe  in  alt 
lit.  Miidrid,  ns  well  as  bis  civilities  to  you, 
jilR,  \rbidi  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to 
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Frniikllu  to  Bodgaon.* 

I'ASST,  Febrmry  26,  1780. 
.voiirravorof  thelltb  instant.    I  niii  iiiucb 
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to  oar  poor  people.  It  may  perhaps  bo  some  satisfaction  to  those  sub- 
scribers to  kuow  that,  while  they  thonp:ht  only  of  relieving  Americans, 
they  were  at  the  same  time  occasioning  sonio  relief  to  distressed  Eng- 
lishmen. With  this  I  send  yoa  an  £100  bill,  to  enable  yon  to  furnish 
such  ns  are  in  want  of  absolute  necessaries  in  the  two  prisons  of  Ports- 
mouth and  Plymouth.  I  suppose  that  good  Mr.  Wren  will  administer 
for  you  to  those  at  Portsmouth.  I  do  not  know  who  has  heretofore 
performed  that  charitable  office  at  Plymouth.  Perhaps  you  have  some 
friend  there  who  will  do  it,  as  you  request. 

I  have  put  some  money  also  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Diggcs  for  such  pur- 
poses, and  request  you  would  consult  on  the  best  means  of  applying  the 
whole. 

Accept,  dear  sin  my  thankful  acknowledgments  of  tlie  kind,  chari- 
table care  and  pains  you  have  taken  in  this  aflair,  and  believe  me  ever, 
with  sincere  and  great  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 


Franklin  to  "Wren.* 

PaS8Y,  February  2G,  1780. 

Rbvbrknd  Sir  :  Your  great  attention  to  the  wants  of  our  poor  cap- 
tive countrymen  and  your  kind  and  charitable  care  of  them  in  their 
sickness  and  other  distresses  I  have  often  heard  s])oken  of  by  such  as 
have  escaped  and  passed  through  this  place  in  the  strongest  terms  of 
grateful  acknowkMlgincnt.  I  beg  you  to  acce])t,  among  the  rest,  my 
sincere  and  hearty  thanks,  and  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
prosperity. 

I  have  put  a  little  money  lately^  into  the  hands  of  ]\Ir.  Digges,  and 
now  some  into  those  of  Mr,  Hodgson,  for  the  relief  of  the  most  pressing 
necessities  of  the  remaining  prisoners.  Those  gentlemen  will,  I  sup- 
pose, request  your  assistance  in  the  disposition  of  it.  1  should  have 
done  it  when  1  hoard  the  subscription  was  near  exhausted,  if  1  had  not 
been  flattered  with  the  hope  that  they  would  sooner  have  been  ex- 
changed, first,  on  account  of  the  solemn  ])arolos  in  writing  given  by 
numbers  of  Englishmen  taken  by  our  vessels  and  set  at  liberty,  and 
then  against  those  carried  into  Holland;  but  the  paroles,  after  long  in- 
decision, I  am  lately  told,  are  rejected,  and  the  exchange  I  proposed  in 
UoUand  was  refused  at  first  on  the  expectation  of  retaking  them  in 
their  way  to  France,  and  though  afterwards  agreed  to.  it  was  through 
another  channel  and  for  other  prisoners.  These  delays  have  not  been 
owing  to  any  neglect  of  mine,  as  the  ])risoners  of  Fortou,  in  a  letter  to 
me  of  the  3d  instant,  inform  me  they  are  frequently  assured.  On  in- 
quiring, I  did  not  find  that  we  had  actually  here  a  suflicicnt  number  of 
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l']ii<;liHli  lo  iiiirtwcr  iiiiot liiM- <-iu-ttil,  ui>l08A  tlio Itiitisli  Ooveniment  woald 
}iiu((  atlowcil  lliu  imiDliH.  1  kciit  lUeAUiattcc  in  Eiiropf,  niidjuiiietl  lior 
to  Hie  little  «'jiiiiilriiti  iiiiilci'  (.'ut>tjuii  Jones,  priucipally  iu  Iiopo  of  olitaiii- 
iiig  iiKii'c iiriHOJit'iH  !•>  coiiiplotu  (ho excliiuigo,  aud  I  uuu  now  iuronii  our 
lii-(i[)liUli-iL  tlii»  liitli'i' vii'w  wi'l  be  nccomitlisLed,  tlio  iniuistcr  of  the 
inai'iiui  lii'To  liiiviiij;  (.'ivcii  iiii;  iisauraiiucs  tlint  tlie  cnrtels  britigiiig  over 
Aiiii'iii:iiLi.s  sliall  iiiuiii-iliiili'l.v  liavo  tlio  wiiuo  iiitnilier  of  Englisb  iii  ex- 
rli;iiif:ctollio!iniiniiil  of  live,  liiiiiiinti).  WuUiVvoalso  twoor  tlnceimva- 
li'ci's  mil  who  IriiM-  :iln'iiily  liiDitgiit  ill  iiunruiio  litindrcil,  mid  nrednily 
iii;iliiii;;iMiiii-|irisi>iLirs,  Ni>lli;i[  I  bopu  tlicircoulliiomeiitof  ourpeoploiiow 
iiiarlv  111  ;iM  iiid.  I  s1i;ill  in-  1i;i|>|iy  Iosco  liicriu  at  liltorl.y  in  Finucti,  and 
will  ;iHsist.  llifiii  \vIi;lI  I  »;ni  In rvUiniiiif!  to llieir  uiilivo  coiiutiy.  I  bave 
siiiiic  icasiiri  III  IliiiiU  ttiiil  tlxukdiiys  wcromUieroccnsioucd  by  tbe  woftk- 
]ii's.-t  (ir  itnpiiliciK^ir  111'  lliosu  jiiisuiici's  wbo  basely  deserted  the  cause  of 
tiK'ir  mil n try  mid  <-iilt-n<d  wii.li  its  oiiuiiiies.  This  naturally  gave  bo]>es 
tlial  iiMiK^  ini^lil  ili>  Mic  .suiiio,  and  tlio  longer  the  coufineiuent  tbo 
gi'i'iilrr  would  W  the.  •liTirMon  iirobably,  nut)  tlienco  the  detei'inino- 
tiini  iflaliiin  (i>  t\u\  pamliT*  was  kept  back,  and  1  Lad  no  |>08itive 
aiisw.T  till  wUhiiUl.i's..  !«,.  weokH. 

'riii:  ]>risi>iii']s,  mil,  liaviiic  Kigiu'd  tlieir  uliove- mentioned  letter  witU 
any  niiiiKs,  but  re<|iH'Kt.iiiK  nn'  to  answer  it  in  a  letter  to  yon,  occasions 
my  dcsirint,'  llial.  yon  w<iniil  be  no  pond  as  to  coinmuiiicato  to  tlieni  tbo 
(MnitoiilM  ill  Kintli  iitiinncr  as  yon  hliall  Judge  besl. 
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tioned  from  six  to  ten  tlioiisuiid  men,  nnder  the  general  f)fncer8  De 
Bocliamboau  and  Jancort.  Whether  thin  force  is  destined  to  the  Con- 
tinent or  West  Tndies  time  will  discover;  at  present  it  ou^lit  not  to  be 
known.  On  the  other  hand,  I  see  by  a  jHiragrapli  in  a  London  psiper 
of  the  IGth  of  this  month  that  the  Thunderer ^  Torbat/y  UamUUcSj  Royal 
OaJCj  Triumphj  and  Eijmont  are  ordered  for  the  West  indies,  under 
Captain  Walsingham;  the  SoxUhampUm^  St.  AUmuHj  and  Winvhcheaj 
which  were  talked  of  to  go  with  him,  are  found  nnfit  for  service,  and 
in  60  bad  a  condition  ixs  to  be  ordered  to  be  paid  off.  Thus  the  French 
are  likely  to  be  drawn  into  the  American  seas  in  snflicient  force,  where 
they  have  greiit  advantages  in  carrying  on  the  wnr.  It  is  much  to 
be  wislied  that  (he  Spaniards  could  be  drawn  into  tlie  same  (iehl  of 
battle,  for  Gibraltar  must  be  taken  in  America,  if  ever. 

There  are  some  persons,  however,  who  think  lliat  tlie  English  will 
avenge  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  and  above  all  the  Americnns,  upon 
one  another,  and  it  is  certain  that  parties  in  England  are  working  up 
to  a  crisis.  The  petitions  of  the  counties,  their  numerous  committees 
of  correspondence,  their  hints  of  associations,  have  most  certainly 
alarmed  the  king  and  his  ministers  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  for  some 
time  their  conduct  was  equivocal,  giving  hopes  at  times  to  the  peoi>te 
that  the  crown  would  favor  the  desired  refonnation  in  the  expenditure 
of  money.  But  upon  the  news  of  itodney's  successes  they  grew 
bolder,  and  determined  to  exert  all  the  nuthority  of  the  crown  to  sup- 
press the  meetings  of  the  people.  Accordingly  the  cry  of  faction, 
sedition  and  rebellion  was  set  up  in  Parliament  by  the  nmjority,  and 
the  king  was  advised  to  dismiss  those  lieutenants  of  counties  who  had 
favored  the  meetings  of  the  people — ndvice  which  he  has  certainly 
taken.  This  is  a  decisive  measure,  it  will  either  <li8courage  and 
suppress  those  meetings,  petitions,  correspondence,  and  associations 
altogether,  or  it  will  give  them  greater  force. 

By  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  14th  of  this  month 
one  would  think  that  the  inition  w!is  nearly  on  the  brink  of  a  civil  war. 
Yet  I  confess  1  can  not  think  that  there  are  any  characters  at  present 
ni  whom  the  nation  have  Kudicient  confidence  to  venture  themselves  at 
any  lengths  under  their  guidance;  and  [  believe  that  this  spirited  con- 
duct of  the  king  will  defeat  the  measures  of  the  counties,  unless,  in 
deed,  in  the  course  of  the  next  campaign,  his  aims,  especially  by  sea, 
should  meet  with  any  signal  defeat,  which  would  [)erhaps  reanimate 
the  people.  i5ut  sui)[)osing  the  people  go  on  and  succeed  so  far  as  to 
eilcct  a  change  in  the  niinistry,  the  (picstion  is  wliether  this  would  be 
an  advantage  to  us  or  our  fillies  t  1  am  myselt*  very  far  from  being 
convinced  that  it  would. 

There  are  none  of  the  priiu5ii)al  leaders  of  the  people  who  avow  any 
fixed  principle  that  we  can  depend  upon;  none  that  avow  a  design  of 
acknowledging  our  independence,  or  even  of  making  peace. 

By  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Brussels  and  liolland  since 


J'i  DII'LOMATIC    C0RRK8P0HDENCE. 

V  iirrivnl  I  ttni  told  tliat  tlio  l.ilo  dpsperate  step  of  tlio  EnxlUli  in 
iV.iii;;  tlio  I>uti;li  sliiim  Ii:ih  [iiikIo  n  great  cimiigo  in  tlio  iniiiils  o(  the 
(ipli]  Ihi'iv,  iind  tli(!  t,'<>vi-iiirii(^i]t,  too,  ill  onr  favor— even  tUe  princn 
'i-l:itTfi  111.-,  Ii:ifl  boon  ili'ci'ivi'd  by  tlio  BiigtiBli,  nutl  LUat  be  irill  jiromote 
iliiiiili'il  cmtvoytt;  lli:iL  ;iii  Aiiivriunii  iniiiiHter  is  mucb  wislicd  for, 
lio,  allliflii^li  lio  ii)it,'liL  nut  ><;l  bo  publicly  rocoivod,  would  be  able  to 
>  lis  niiidi  (;<K>d  ii.s  if  lii^  \v:ih;  tlint  money  niigbt  beborrowoit  there 
'  siii:li  a  iiiiniHicr  directly  sent  by  CoiigfL'sa,  applying  directly  to  solid 
iitcli  Ikiiiscs.  I  liDpo  every  liDur  to  hear  of  Mr.  Laureus'  arrival. 
I  li;ive  siilimn  ilK'il  Tor  tlie  Kiif^lisli  pajHirs,  but  have  not  yet  receired 
ly,  \vlii<-li  I  ;iiii  tiiiriy  for,  iit-cnuKB  I  can  get  nonu  to  enclose.  As  fast 
tlicy  <'(»ii('.  to  me  1  will  ui.>nd  tlieiii.  I  liavo  tlie  honor  to  oiiuloae 
n>lh.'V  Mrr,ur<!'lG  Fi-'nir,: 

I  iMive  (he  liotiiic  l<>  lie,  el«., 

John  Adams. 


J.  A^ninB  to  Cooper.* 

i'ABis,  Ft^rwarp  28,  1780. 
Dkar  yrii :  This  will  be  delivered  to  yon  by  tlio  niiirqut«i,  your  friend. 
r  Ki:in<iKoii  ia  well  iiii'l  very  contented,     ilo  has  soon  tlio  world;  to 
liiit  none  of  the  rest  can  ever  be  siiperlatively 
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that  America  will  be  ibo  thentre  of  war  the  enduing  campaign,  ami 
that  the  islands  there  will  bo  the  principal  objects  of  contention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  et<3., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Tauis,  February  29,  1780. 

Sib:  I  have  this  moment  received  fi  letter  from  M.  Genet,  who  is  one 
of  the  first  secretaries  in  the  oftlce  of  foreign  affairs,  and  who  has  the 
care  of  publishing  all  things  relative  to  America,  and  has  alrciidj 
translated  the  constitutions  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  requesting  me  to  <issist  him 
in  procuring  those  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Connecticut,  Khode 
Island,  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  New  Hampshire. 

There  is  so  great  a  curiosity  through  all  Europe  to  see  our  new  con- 
stitutions, aiul  those  already  published  in  the  languages  of  Europe  have 
done  us  so  much  honor,  that  I  thought  1  should  be  excusable  in  mak- 
ing a  direct  request  to  Congress  for  their  assistance  in  procuring  those 
which  M.  Genet  still  desires.  Those  of  Rhode  Island  ami  Connecticut, 
being  according  to  their  ancient  charters,  M.  Genet  has  already ;  those 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  Ilampshire,  whenever  they  shall  be  formed 
and  established,  will  be  easily  obtained.  But  those  of  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia  I  could  not  obtain  when  I  was  at  Boston,  and  these  are 
therefore  the  ones  which  M.  Genet  wants  at  present,  and  which  I  have 
ventured  to  beg  the  aid  of  Congress  to  [jrocure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  tlie  gazette  of  the  day,  in  which  Congress 

will  see  the  news  from  England  and  Holland. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


FranklJn  to  Jones,  t 

Tassy,  Marv/i  1,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  the  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to 
me  the  25th  and  2Stli  past. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  thfit  you  can  take  a  quantity  of  the  clothing  and 
arms,  and  that  you  can  accommodate  the  four  gentlemen  I  had  men- 
tioned to  yon.  I  conld  wish  also  that  you  would  find  room  for  ]\Ir. 
Brown,  of  South  Carolina,  who  is  about  ret  nrning  there.  M.  de  Sartine 
desires  also  a  place  for  a  passenger  that  goes  on  some  business  from 
him.  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  willingness  to  oblige  the  minister.  1  do 
not  know  that  I  have  authority  to  give  the  order  you  desire  to  Lieu- 


•  MSS.  Dcp.  c»f  state;  'Z  Snarkn'  Dip.  Kov.  ('oir.,  (JIT. 
t  MSS.  Dcp.  ofStato. 
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ti'iiiirit,  lilioiloN,  bill  ir.voti  1111(1  lieagiuu  in  the  trnuspoeitiou  proposed 
li:iv<Mi<><)l>Ji-('(i>m  l.>  it. 

('ii[ii:iiM  l>:iiiil;iis  Ii;ih  (hMii:uic]cil  of  iiiu  nti  order  to  jou  todelirer  hi 
Ills  liiiitks  ;ui>l  lliiii;.'s  tliiit  U'l'i'o  liiiX  Oil  bonn'i  ihe  AUiaHce. 

I  liiiil  III  111  s<it'\t'iH-tliii(;l.v(;:i{)iimiaHiid  crJtiuat,  iiud  so  »pt  to  constri 
UN  uti  iiili-ink'il  iiijiisiiti- <.!Vfi*.v  cxiiroSNioii  in  our  huiguago  Uo  does  ti 
jiiitiic<li^i((-1.v  iiiiilci'Nlaiid,  tliiit  1  nm  tii-ud  of  writing  nii^tbiag  for  hi 
or  iiliiiiil.  hill),  Diiil  iiiii  ileliTtiiiiicd  to  liiivu  iiotliiiig  further  to  do  wK 
IHtii.  I  iiiiiUi;  no  ilciiilit,  liowuvur,  tliat.v<>ii  will  deliver  bisthiugs  torn 
)ii'i's(iii  lit!  iiiii.v  oiii|)i)\v('r  to  ruvuivu  tliuiii,  and  therel'ore  tliiiik  such  i 
imlcr  iiiiin'ccssiirv. 

I  liiive  tis  vi-t  rt'ccivi'il  no  nnsiTcr  to  tliu  iiioiiiorial  I  sent  to  the  cou 
of  DiMiiiiuik,  ritOniiiiiii^  tlu^  iiriws  Bctit  into  Norway  and  delivered  » 
niijusll.v  I>y  lli;it  nontl  to  lliu  llriltMli  consul.  I  liiivo  liot  hi;Hril  tb: 
tlicj-  Inivc  yi'.i  lult  lliijicii,     I  ho[nj  wo  miiy  yet  recover  Wieui  or  tlif 

U-,  wlio  Iijis  Rcrvnd  twenty-two  years  in  tl 

and  linviii^  met  with  some  injustice,  wou 

of  liiidiii>;  Kvrvi'je  tbinv.     De  wishes  to  | 

III  t;ive  Uiiii  any  employnieut  on  boanl  it  will  1 

i.v  t  lliu  lime  with  yon,  will  tnko  all  the  steps  iw 
I'fiitiiif;  mid  forward  tlio  imynient  of  the  pri: 
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Dey  is  reported  to  be  a  man  of  dissipation  and  prodigality,  a  great 
spendthrift)  ami  virulent  against  us ;  that  ho  htis  ofteu  declared  tliat,  if 
he  had  a  cominaud  in  America,  his  mode  to  humiliate  and  subdue  us 
should  be  to  burn  every  town  and  every  house  that  he  could  come  at 
n|>on  the  seacoast. 

That  such  a  plan  of  military  execution  will  be  sooner  or  later  ado[)tcd 
by  the  court  of  London  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  from  their  known 
principles,  tempers,  characters,  and  past  conduct,  provided  it  should 
ever  be  in  their  power  to  attempt  it  in  whole  or  in  part.  And  if  this  is 
the  disposition  and  system  of  their  Admiral  I^dney,  the  appointment 
of  him  raises  a  presumption  that  tliey  have  given  him  express  orders 
to  this  purpose  at  this  time.  An  uncommon  coincidence  of  favorable 
circumstances  has  thrown  the  whole  Caracas  licet  into  his  hands,  and 
given  a  victory,  although  pretty  dearly  paid  for,  over  a  much  inferior 
fleet  of  Spanish  men  of  war.  If  ho  is,  therefore,  a  man  of  such  levity  as  is 
vepresented,  and  so  malicious  against  us,  and  hasKucli  malignsint  orders 
from  his  court,  and  goes  to  America  Hushed  and  giddy  with  success, 
we  may  expect  he  will  do  mischief  if  he  can,  and  we  ought  to  be  upon 
our  guard. 

My  business  is  ]>eace,  but  I  think  of  nothing  but  war.  While  our 
enemies  think  of  nothing  else,  we  ought  not  to  think  more  of  peace  than 
to  be  rcaily  to  treat  of  it,  sis  soon  as  it  shall  bo  put  into  the  hearts  of 
our  foes  to  be  willing  for  it.  Americans  must  be  soldiers,  they  must 
war  by  sea  and  land;  they  have  no  other  security. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  gazette  of  the  day,  and  to  be  with 
much  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Cadiz,  March  3,  1780. 

Sir:  Captain  Morgan  being  still  here,  waiting  for  a  fair  wind,  1  have 
an  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  a  letter  f 
just  come  to  hand  from  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  in  answer  to  mine 
to  M.  Galvez. 

Being  apprehensive  that  if  present  I  should  [)robably  be  amused 
with  verbal  answers  ciipablo  of  being  explained  away  if  necessary  until 
the  two  courts  could  have  time  to  consult  and  decide  on  their  measures, 
I  thought  it  more  prudent  that  my  (irst  application  should  be  by  letter 
rather  than  in  person. 

The  answer  in  question,  divested  of  the  gloss  which  it«  politeness 
spreads  over  it,  gives  us,  1  think,  to  understand  that  our  independence 
shall  be  acknowledged,  provided  we  accede  to  certain  terms  of  treaty. 


•  MSS.  D(;p.  of  State;  4  SparkH'  Dip.  Kcv.  Corr.,  ir>7. 
t  Seo  Bupra.    Florida  Dlaiica  to  Jay,  February  24,  1780. 
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■LUMATIC   UOKRK8P0NDBNCK. 

1li;il  lliu  nvknowlvilgiuont  is  uot  to  be  moilo  be- 
iilciit,  which  wttiiliL  be  ctiiidid  and  liberul,  biit 
111  coiiKidortttiMiiH  wu  iiru  tu  girefor  it|  vbivh  is 

iiicijilfs  im  wliiiOi  iiiitiuiiH  iimmlly  nut. 
nii'iihiu-ly  to  Miuh'id.  Tliui-u  »re  iimny  reasons 
iiK-il)  wliiuli  itidiiuu  1110  to  i)iis)>tict  tliat  France  is 
i;  ln'l wi'vn  iiH  8o  an  tu  iiinko  us  (lebtors  to  their 
i'i'i'H|Hiii(it;iicu  with  Hpiiiri  fur  ovury  cuiiisessiou  oit 
1^  K|);iiii  liohl  hurtteirobliguUtil  to  their  iiiUuuiive  aiitl 
s  (ur  cvci-y  uoiicossiou  on  our  jmrt.  Though 
:h,  1  lliiiik  it  dIhu  pntniotuH  it. 
M.  (icnivil  liiiK  <'riuii  I'lMk-avoied  to  |>er»iiiula  mo  thiit  ii  curtain  reso- 
liiliiiii  <ir('(iii;;ri!.s.s  woiilil,  if  [ivrsiatctl  in,  ruin  ttiu  busiiieSH,  which,  how- 
cvi'i*,  Ik<  iliii  iiiit.  ;t)>i>iMi'  iiiiiuli  incltiicc)  to  bcliovu,  but  on  tlm  uoutrury, 
lli:il.  ir  c.vmy  udiir  piiiitli-r  h;i«  iuIJuhichI  yoil  would  not  part  ou  that 
|)iiiii(.  I  iissincil  hiiii  Iliiit  [;riinnd  liad,  in  my  opiition,  bcoii  titkeii  with 
liio  iiiiicli  (U'lilxii'Mliiiii  ii«w  lo  b«  ijuitlcd,  and  that  »z[>ectatioii8  of  tliab 
kind  would  certainty  d<'(M-ivu  tlioxc  wlio  trusted  thuui.  And  indeed,  as 
iiHUim  aio  now  liiniiiislancud,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  better  for 
Aiiivi'icit  to  llavl^  no  treaty  with  Sjiain  than  to  imrohose  one  on  sach 
tiisrvilu  ti'i'iii.s.  Tlini;  was  a  tiiuc  when  it  might  liave  been  proper  to 
liavu  ^ivcii  tliat  f^iiitiitiy  soiiietliiiif;  lor  their  luukiug  common  cause 
Willi  118,  lint  that  day  js  now  pimt.     Spain  id  at  war  with  Britain. 

Ill  uliall  tlierefore  defer 
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persuaded,  escape  the  notice  of  Oougress.  A  sensible,  active  consul  is 
»  very  useful  oOicer  in  many  respects,  and  has  many  opportuuities  of 
doing  essential  services  to  those  who  employ  him,  or  to  whom  he  may  be 
most  attached.  It  is  most  certain  that  for  want  of  proper  persons 
ap[)ointed  to  take  care  of  our  distressed  seanuMi,  who,  escaping  from 
captivity  at  Lisbon,  Gibraltar,  etc.,  daily  arrive  hire,  America  loses 
many  of  them,  iluinanity,  as  well  as  i>olicy,  calls  for  this  provision. 
I  have  some  of  them  now  with  me,  destitute  of  bread  and  money,  and 
almost  of  clothes,  and  of  the  means  of  getting  either,  unless  by  entering 
into  the  French  or  Spanish  service.  Such  as  may  arrive  here  after  my 
going  to  Madrid  will  be  friendless  unless  f  employ  some  person  to  take 
&  little  care  of  them,  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  doing,  being  fully 
persuaded  that  the  same  principles  which  press  me  into  that  measure 
will  iuduce  Congress  to  approve  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  Samuel  Adams.' 

J*A1MS,  March  4,  1780. 

Sir:  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Izard,  who  goes  out  in  the 
Alliance  with  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Brown,  and  others.  Jle  will 
wait  on  you,  of  course,  aud  will  be  able  to  give  you  good  information 
concerning  the  intentions  of  the  English,  and  their  military  i^repara- 
tions  by  sea  and  land,  and  those  of  the  French  and  Spaniards  at  the 
same  time.  He  will  also  give  his  opinion  very  freely  concerning  Ameri- 
can and  other  characters  here,  sis  well  as  measures. 

In  many  things  his  opinions  may  be  just,  but  in  some,  and  those  not  a 
few,  I  am  sure  they  are  wrong.  The  great  principle  in  which  I  have  dif- 
fered from  him  is  this — in  the  mode  of  trcjiting  with  this  court,  lie  has 
been  always  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  good  policy  and  necessary  to 
hold  a  high  language  to  this  court;  to  represent  to  them  the  danger  of 
our  being  subdued  if  they  did  not  do  this  and  the  other  thing  for  us,  in 
order  to  obtain  money  and  other  aids  from  them,  lie  is  confident  they 
would  not  have  dared  to  refuse  anything. 

Although  no  man  in  America  or  in  the  world  wns  earlier  convinced 
than  I  was  thjit  it  wa«  the  interest  of  France  and  Spain  to  sn[)port  the 
independence  of  America  and  that  they  would  snjiport  it,  and  that  no 
man  is  n^ore  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  necessity  they  are  under  to  sup- 
port us,  yet  1  am  not,  nor  ever  was,  of  opinion  that  we  could  with 
truth  or  with  good  policy  assume  the  stylo  of  menace,  and  threaten 
them  with  returning  again  to  Great  Britain  and  Joining  against  Franco 
and  Spain,  even  telling  them  that  we  should  be  subdued,  because  I 
never  believed  this  myself,  and  the  court  here  would  not  have  believed  it 
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Iroiii  tiy.  The  cutirt  liiivu  iiiiiiiy  diOIuulLios  lo  niaimge  ae  well  rs  we,  aad 
iLisileliciiUiiiiul  Uii/,:irilotiH  t^o  \n\B\i  Ui'uigB  in  this  country.  Tliiugsare 
nut  U>  bo  iii!^uliiitril  liiun  tut  llioy  ara  iritU  tlio  people  of  Ainerioii,  even 
willi  tliii  loi'icH  ill  Atii('iii;ii,<>riM  witli  tlio  pooplo of  Kiigluiid.  Tlicre  is 
It  liaiikiK'ss,  lii>tvcv(U',  Hint  oii(;Ut  to  bo  uwmI  with  tUe  luiuistry,  oud  a 
(Miiiilor  with  which  Ihu  Initli  nifty  bo  and  liaa  becu  coiuiuiinicatoil;  but 
Ihui'o  is  i\  liiit'Hliii(;K.><  tliiit  would  not  fail  to  ruiu,  iu  luy  opinion,  tbe  fiftir- 
i;Ht  n<>(;i>tiiili(in  in  this  <M)nntr3'. 

Wo  iiru  itnxitHiH  (o  lioar  rroin  you,  bnviug  iiotliiug aiuoe  the  beginniog 
of  IJcci^inhoi-,  iinil  very  littlo  Hiuco  wo  left  you. 
Your  liion.l  >ui<I  Hoivstnt, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adiiiiiq  to  the  Pr«Bid«ut  of  CoUEreas.* 

Paeis,  March  i,  1780. 
Sill :  1  Iiavc  tiic,  iHinor  to  enclose  the  Mcrmro  do  Fratux  of  this  »l»y, 
which  contiiiiiK,  :iiniiii<;  other  intercetiiig  iiitclligouco.  Admiral  BoOuoy'» 
niirnition,  iiftcr  ]i\n  f^'nid  fiirtnno  on  tlio  Stii  of  January  Inst  iu  meeting 
the  Spiinisli  (Jaiacii.-;  lluel,  whiob  unilcd  from  St.  Scbaatiau  tbo  Ist  of  Jiui- 
iiJiry  nnilcv  convoy  of  ftcveii  armed  veaaela  belonging  to  tlio  Gariicna 
roinpiiiiy.  The  C/hi/jk.wwi,  of  sixty-four  guns  and  liveliuudrod  ami  fifty 
men;  Uto  Smi  Cm'l'ii,  i>f  Ihit ty-two  gnus  :iiid  two  liuudrod  wen;  tlio 
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Their  good  fortune,  however,  did  not  end  hero,  for  eight  days  after- 
ward, on  the  16th  of  January,  they  foil  in  with  Don  Jnan  de  Laugura, 
with  eleven  vessels  of  the  line,  who  being  so  much  inferior  could  not 
hope  for  a  victory.  He  fought  the  English,  however,  upon  the  retreat 
with  so  much  bravery,  skill,  and  success,  that  they  were  able  to  take 
only  three  of  his  ships.  The  PhceniXy  of  eighty  guns,  and  the  Princessa 
and  Diligentj  of  seventy-four,  were  taken  and  the  San  Domingo  blown 
ap.  The  S.  Oenero^  the  8.  Jtisto^  and  the  Monarcha,  having  separated 
before  the  battle,  and  the  S.  Juliano,  the  8.  Euffenio,  the  8.  Avgustine^ 
and  8,  Lorenzo  having  since  arrived  in  Cadiz,  although  in  a  bad  con- 
dition. 

Thus  the  English  have  been  permitted,  against  probabilities  and  ap- 
pearances, to  throw  succor  into  Gibralt«ar,  and  perhaps  Mahoii,  to  give 
a  little  fresh  conAdence  to  the  ministry,  and  make  a  few  bonfires  for  the 
populace,  but  have  added  very  little  to  their  riches  or  their  power.  In 
the  mean  time  JHodney  must  have  been  ret<'\r(Ied  by  these  lucky  acci- 
dents in  his  course  to  the  West  Indies,  and  given  opportunity'  to  the 
Oonnt  de  Guicheu  to  arrive  before  him  in  the  West  Indies,  «and  prevent 
the  reconcpiest  of  the  Qrenadas,  and  perhaps  do  more;  but  of  this  Con- 
gress will  be  informed  sooner  than  I. 

These  successes  have  not  suppressed  the  independent  spirit  of  Ire- 
land, which  is  going  on  in  a  regular  train,  deliberating  upon  bills  for 
the  independence  of  the  judges,  the  habeas  corpus,  the  restriction  of 
subsidies,  and  discipline  of  their  troops;  and  they  seem  determined  to 
throw  off  all  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament;  nor  that  of  the 
committees  of  correspondence  and  petitioners  in  the  counties  of  lilnglnnd 
which  threaten  associations,  and  as  the  ministry  themselves  say,  sedi- 
tion, faction,  tumults,  and  rebellion ;  nor  provided  a  fleet  for  the  British 
channel  for  the  ensuing  summer,  nor  assu<aged  the  serious  resentment 
of  Holland  for  the  piracies  committed  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties, 
as  well  as  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  upon  tlioir  commerce.  As  it 
is  most  interesting  to  us  to  know  the  forces  to  be  employe<l  in  America, 
by  which  word  I  comprehend  the  West  India  Islands,  as  well  as  the 
coasts  of  the  continent,  all  these  being  connected  together  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  but  one  whole,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congress 
in  one  view  the  French  force  that  is  intended  to  be  in  that  service. 

There  are  actually  at  Cape  Francois  the  Tonautj  of  eighty-four  guns; 
the  Rohmte  and  the  Fendant,  of  seventy-fonr ;  the  Sphinx^  of  sixty-four ; 
and  the  AmphioHj  of  fifty;  in  all  Ave.  At  Martinique,  the  Admirable, 
the  MagniJiquCj  the  .Dauphin  Royal,  and  the  Diadvme,  of  seventy-four; 
Wx^IUjlcchi,  tlie  Vcngcur,  the  Artisanc,  of  sixty-fonr;  and  the  Ficrs,  of 
fifty  ;  iu  all  eight,  making  in  the  whole  thirteen  sliips  of  the  line,  reckon- 
ing as  such  two  fifties,  if  the  Count  dc  Cnichen  shonhl  lia))pily  arrive 
he  has  seventeen,  which  will  amount  to  the  number  of  thirty,  besides 
frigates.  Six  others  are  preparing  at  Brest  with  all  possible  expedition, 
under  the  command  of  M.  de  Teruay.    The  JJuc  dc  Jhirgonv,  of  eighty 


Ti-lt  lill'l.nMAIH;    CORKESPONDENrE. 

jritiis;  tlic  yejitiiiit\  III  K<!v<-iilv-fotir,  M.  Destonclies ;  the  Moffnanime,  of 
seventy- roil r,  M.  (I<>  N'ainlreiiit ;  tlie  Boetlle,  of  sizt;-four,  Al.  do  Tro- 
Ixiiiinil;  tliu  ■I'is<>»,ur  KJxty  four,  M.  do  HHrigDy.  WHIi  this  fleet  tbe 
(rnojis  unt  to  be ctnliaikcil,  ainl  tliero  arc  many  conJeotDres  tliat  it  is 
iiitntilri)  rov  Niirtli  Ariii-iicii.  Tliu  iMnguedoc,  the  Ctntar,  tbe  Provence, 
iiMil  llu-  Fanlan'i"/',  ol'  tlie  Mi'ct  of  tlio  Count  d'Estaitig,  nro  careened  and 
n;lil(i'il;  iiii'l  tli<;  lioi/al  hinii»,  of  0118  liunilrcd  and  teii  gnus,  tlie  Sortk- 
ntiihcrhniil  :iiid  the  AK'rnt,  iiro  to  be  lauiicticd  immediately. 

Ill  tli(i  roiirse  of  iiiy  ix'iifrrinntionsnt  Brest,  I/Urieut,  and  Ferrol  I 
have  Ijiiil  nil  rr]i|i(>rtiiiiity  I<>  sen  moat  of  tbese  sbips  and  to  lie  ou  bonnl 
iiiaii.v  or  llicin,uiiil  otiir  would  think  Uinro  wa«  force  enough  to  protect 
iiH  and  ijiiii't  our  liars;  liiit  the  battle  is  not  always  to  the  strong, 
and  wc  must  wait  ]iarii(iilly  for  time  to  decide  events. 
I  hiivc,  the  honor  l.o  be,  etc., 

JoiiN  Adams. 


Franklin  lo  Huntington,  Frenident  of  Congrta*.' 

Tassy,  JlforcA  4, 1730. 
Sir  :  M.  (iorard,  under  nUoRc  care  J  understand  tbe  dispatches  from 
Uoiicrcss  to  me  were  forwiudcd,  is  not  yet  arrived  here,  and  I  liav©  not 
receivril  tUciii.     I   can  not,  Iherofoi'e,  at  present  answer  aoytbing  that 
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Dnrtng  the  crnise  si  mortal  quarrel  took  place  between  tlie  cotnmo- 
dore  and  Captain  Landais.  On  their  arrival  in  Holland  M.  de  Sartine, 
minister  of  the  marine,  proposed  to  me  tlie  sending):  for  Landais  in  order 
to  inquire  into  his  conduct.  I  doubted  the  pro[)riety  of  m^'  meddling  in 
the  affair,  but  Captain  Landais'  friends,  conceiviiij^  it  a  nteasure  that 
mi^lit  bo  serviceable  to  him  and  pressing  it,  i  complied,  and  came  ac- 
cordingly to  Paris.  I  send  the  minutes  of  tlio  inquiry  for  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress.  I  have  not  presumed  to  condemn  or  ncqint  him, 
doubting  as  well  my  own  judgment  as  my  authority.  JUe  proposes  to 
demand  a  court-martial  in  America.  In  his  absence  from  the  ship,  the 
commodore  took  the  command  of  her,  and  on  quitting  the  Texel  made 
a  cruise  through  the  channel  to  Spain,  and  is  since  returned  to  L'Orient, 
where  the  ship  is  now  refitting  in  order  to  return  to  Americn.  Captain 
Landais  has  not  applied  to  me  to  be  replaced  in  her,  and  I  imagine  has 
no  thought  of  that  kind,  having  before  on  several  occasions  expressed 
to  me  and  others  his  dissatisfaction  with  his  oflicers  and  his  inclination 
on  that  account  to  quit  her.  Captain  Jones  will  therefore  carry  her 
home,  unless  he  should  be  i)revailed  with  to  enter  another  service, 
which,  however,  I  think,  is  not  likely,  though  he  has  gained  immense 
reputation  all  over  Europe  for  his  bravery. 

As  vessels  of  war  under  my  care  create  me  a  vast  deal  of  business 
(of  a  kind,  too,  that  I  am  unexperienced  in,  and  by  my  distance  from 
the  coast  is  very  difVicult  to  be  well  executed),  i  must  re[)eat  my  earnest 
request  that  some  person  of  skill  in  such  afl'airs  may  be  appointed,  in 
the  character  of  consul,  to  take  charge  of  them.  1  innigine  that  much 
would  by  that  means  be  saved  in  the  expense  of  their  various  relittings 
and  supplies,  which  to  mo  a]>pears  enormous. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congress,  J  have  employed  one  of  the  best 
artists  here  in  cutting  the  dies  for  the  medal  intended  for  M.  do  l«'leury. 
The  price  of  sneJi  work  is  beyond  n^y  expectation,  being  one  thousand 
livrcs  for  each  die.  I  shall  try  if  it  is  not  possible  to  have  the  others 
done  cheaper. 

Our  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  for  some  time  past  at  a  stand, 
the  English  admiralty  refusing,  after  hnig  consideration,  to  give  us  any 
men  in  return  for  those  who  had  been  <lismissed  by  our  armed  vessels 
on  parole,  and  the  actual  prisoners  we  lia<l  being  all  exchanged.  When 
the  squadron  of  Commodore  »Tones  arrived  in  tlie1\»xel  with  live  hundred 
English  prisoners  1  proposed  exchanging  there,  but  this  was  declined, 
in  expectation,  as  1  heard  from  England,  of  retaking  them  in  their  way 
to  France.  The  stay  of  our  ships  in  Holland,  through  the  favor  of  the 
states,  b<iing  prolonged,  and  the  squadrons  statione<l  to  intercei)t  us 
being  tired  of  cruising  for  us,  the  British  minister  consented,  at  length, 
toacartel  with  France,  and  brought  Frenchmen  to  Holland  to  exchange 
for  those  prisoners  instead  of  Amerieans.  These*  inoceedings  have  oc- 
casioned our  poor  ])eople  to  be  kept  longer  in  eontinement,  but  the 
minister  of  the  marine  having  given  orders  that  1  sliouhl  have  as  many 
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Kii{;)i»li,  niindicr  curtci  diurged  wiLb  Aiiicricans  is  now  daily  expecte 
:iimI  1  liojio  in  iv  few  tiinpillis  to  soc  tlicni  all  (it  liUorty.  This  for  tlic 
f;:iki'N,  iiiiil  also  tu  b:ivi^  expense,  for  tlicir  )oiig  nnd  lianl  iiii|triBoutno) 
imliiceR  inatiy  Id  liii/.nni  iilleiiipts  of  oscapiug,  nnd  those  who  got  awi 
tlii'oii^h  Iinnilon  iiiiil  lldllntid  and  coino  to  Paris  in  tlioir  way  to  son 
Miiipoi't  ill  Fraiicu  co»t,  uiio  with  auother,  1  believe,  near  tweuty  pouiii 
^iti'iliii^  i\  liciiil. 

Tlio  (leliiys  in  cxcliango  linvo,  I  think,  been  lengthened  by  the  a 
niiiiilty,  ]>urtl.Y  nilli  tlio  viow  of  breaking  the  |>atieiice  of  our  pcoii 
iiixl  iiidiicitig  tlicni  to  rnlcr  the  English  service.  They  hnvo  spared  i 
]>:iiiiR  for  tliis  piir|>(>sc',  iiiid  have  pi-cvniled  with  sonic.  Tlio  number 
theKo  Ii;is  not,  indeed,  l)e<!n  great,  and  eovorni  of  tliein  lost  their  liv 
in  llie.  blowing  up  nf  llie  (fuebee.  I  am  also  tatoty  luforuicil  i^oiu  Ijo 
dnii  that  Itie  \\\\\-h  of  Inice  wilh  prisoners  from  Itoslon,  one  of  whiuli 
Kei/.ed  )in  lIiitiKli  p]ii|)i-rty,  will  obtain  no  Americans  in  exchangn,  (1 
reliinied  ICnjjliNli  hi'itit;  I  old  that  tliey  lind  noiinthorityorright  to  mal 
Mich  !i^'ret'iiieii(«  with  reliela,('tc.  This  isnot  thuonly  insbincoin  wJiii 
it  :i]i|i('urH  that  a  I'un-  hite  miu<».'RKCS  have  given  that  nation  another  ho 
iif  hinolnnrf ;  ;iiid  yd  I  heir  nftaiis,  npon  tlio  whole,  wear  a  very  unproi 
i.siii;;  :is])('f^l .  Tliey  liiivc  nut  yet  been  able  to  And  any  allies  in  Kiiroj 
llolhiiid  growH  daily  Usu  and  loss  disposed  to  comply  with  (heir  retji 
siiioiis;  li-i-linid  is  not  Katiiffied,  but  is  making  iiuw  deniiUKls  ;  Scollai 
and   the  I'liitrsliirilH  tn   l':iif>hiiid  arc  niiensy ;  and  the  nasociations 
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service.  Mr.  Deane  is  soon  expected  liere,  wliose  presence  is  very 
necessary,  and  I  bope  with  his  help  they  may  be  gone  through  without 
much  difficulty.  1  could  have  wished  it  had  suited  Mr.  Lee  to  have 
been  hero  at  the  same  time. 

The  Marquis  do  La  Fayette,  who  during  his  residence  in  France  has 
been  extremely  zealous  in  supporting  our  cause  on  all  occasions,  returns 
again  to  light  for  it.  He  is  infinitely  esteemed  and  beloved  here,  and  I 
am  persuaded  will  do  everything  in  his  power  to  merit  a  continuance 
of  the  same  alTection  from  America. 

With  the  greatest  resj)ect,  1  have  tho  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   l^'llANKLIN. 


FrankUn  to  'Washington.* 

Tassv,  March  5,  1780. 

SiB:  I  received  but  lately  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  in  recommendation  of  the  Marquis  de  La  J^^iyette.  liis 
modesty  detained  it  long  in  his  own  hands.  We  became  acquainted, 
however,  from  the  time  of  his  c'lrrival  at  Pari.s;  and  his  zeal  for  tlie 
honor  of  our  country,  his  activity  in  our  afl'airs  here,  and  his  lirm  at- 
tachment to  our  cause  and  to  you  impressed  me  with  the  sjime  regard 
and  esteem  for  him  that  your  excellency's  letter  would  have  done  had 
it  been  immediately  delivered  to  me. 

Should  peace  arrive  after  another  campaign  or  two,  and  afford  ns  a 
little  leisure,  J  Hliould  be  happy  to  see  your  excellency  in  ICuroi)e,  and 
to  accom])any  you,  if  my  age  and  strength  slionld  permit,  in  visiting 
some  of  its  ancient  <and  most  famous  kingdoms.  You  would,  on  this 
side  the  sea,  enjoy  the  great  reputation  you  have  acijuired,  pure  and 
free  from  those  little  shades  that.tlie  jealousy  and  envy  of  a  man's  coun- 
trymen and  contemporaries  are  ever  endeavoring  to  cast  over  living 
merit.  Here  .>ou  would  know  and  enjoy  what  posterity  will  say  of 
Wjishington  ;  for  a  thousand  leagues  have  nearly  the  same  elVect  with 
a  thousand  years.  The  feeble  voice  of  those  groveling  i)assions  can 
not  extend  so  far  either  in  time  or  distance.  At  [)resenL  I  enjoy  that 
pleasure  for  you,  ixs  1  frequently  hear  the  old  generals  of  this  jnartial 
country,  who  study  the  n»aps  of  America  and  mark  upon  them  all  your 
operations,  speak  with  sincere  approbation  and  great  applause  of  your 
conduct,  and  join  in  giving  you  the  [character  of  one  of  the  greatest  cap- 
tains of  the  age. 

i  nuist  soon  quit  this  scene,  but  you  may  live  to  sec  our  country 

flourish,  as  it  will  amazingly  and  rapidly  after  the  war  is  over,  like  a 
field  of  young  Indian  corn  which  long  fair  weather  and  sunshine  had 
enfeebled  and  discolored,  and  which,  in  that.|t  weak  state,  by  a  thunder- 

•  MSS.  i)v\i.  of  St.ito ;  7  nijrclow'H  Fnuikliii,  ^5  ;  S  Sp.ii  ks'  KranUnii,  129. 
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^ritst  (il  vinl(!nt  wiiiil,  li;iil,  iiiiil  niiii,  hguiihmI  to  bo  liirenlened  with  abso- 
lute ik-sti'iH-liiiii;  y<'l,  Uiir  Klinin  being  piutRctl,  it  recoTors  fresli  ver- 
iliire,  KluKitR  11})  Willi  iliinlilc  viftor,  aixl  Ooligbts  tbe  eye  not  of  ita 
i>«inr  (iiil.v,  liiil  oCcviTy  iilisi-rving  triivolcr. 
Tli(^  ln'st.  wiclioH  I  111)  I.  r.»n  lip,  fonml  for  your  liontUi,  lionor,  anil  Iinp))!- 

Kroiii  your  cxi^cMi-iicv's  most  obotltoiit  and  most  liomble  servant, 

B.  F. 


i>iir  fidi 
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Franklin  to  Iinxame.* 

I'ABSY,  March  5, 1780. 
;;i'onl.  plcnfiiirc  tlie  letter  you  did  ino  tlio  honnr 
liosliiii.  1  ^^illi(u>d  t'l  boar  of  your  safe  arnvnl 
Kni  met  witli  in  my  (iounlry  liiwl  been  agreeable 
'  ^vill  Hiiit  you,  iiiKl  tbiit  while  you  reside  iu  it 
IkmIiIi  iind  linppincss. 

[ocs  im;  Kdiiictinico  Uio  boiior  of  calling  ou  me, 
;lisli,  wtiidi  lie  RpcakR  very  intelligibly.  I  sup- 
yon  do  the  mun<>.     M.  de  Miiloshertics  did  ute 

'I'liai  sifi'nt  tiiiiii  seems  to  have  no  wish  of  re- 
iiployiiicnt,  but,  aiimseH  hiinxelf  with  planting, 
;;  nil  llinsu  Iri-ea  of  l<ortli  America  tliat 
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My  grandson  joins  with  nie  in  best  wishes  for  yonr  health  and  i>ros- 
perity.    Ho  is  mncli  flattered  by  yonr  kind  remenibranco  of  him.     Wv. 
desire  also  that  M.  do  Marbois  •  wonhl  accept  onr  assnrancos  of  esteem. 
I  liavo  the  honor  to  bo,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  etc., 

1».    FllANKLIN. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

Paths,  March  ^,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  tlie  gnzettes  of  France, 
of  The  Hagne,  and  Amsterdam  of  the  1st,  3d,  and  Aih  of  this  month. 
They  contain  all  the  news  which  makes  the  subject  of  conversation  at 
this  time,  except  that  M.  dn  Chaffanltis  to  command  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  the  Count  d'Estaing  in  the  channel,  which,  all  hough  it  is  not  an- 
nounced by  the  court,  seems  to  be  very  generally  believed  in  the 
world. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.t 

t 

rAK'18,  jVarch  8,  1780. 

Sir:  Yesterdaj'  I  went  to  court  in  company  witli  the  American  min- 
ister pleni|)0tenliar3^,  and  had  the  honor  to  be  juesented  to  the  king 
by  the  secretary'  of  state  for  foreign  aHairs,  after  which  I  had  tiie  honor 
to  go  round  with  all  the  foreign  ambassadors  and  make  a  visit  to  the 
queen,  the  king's  brothers,  sister,  aunts,  and  daughters,  which  are  all 
the  branches  of  the  royal  family,  and  to  be  presented  to  each  of  them 
in  turn,  ami  after  them  to  the  Count  de  Maure])as. 

After  these  ceremonies  were  over  we  were  all  invited  to  dine  with  the 
Count  de  Vergennes. 

As  ceremonies  of  this  kind  are  so  much  attended  to  in  this  and  all 
other  countries  of  Europe,  and  have  oft<>n  such  important  eflects,  it  is 
proper  that  Congress  should  have  information  of  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adaims. 


•  Socreljiry  of  Frrncli  Li-i^ntion  in  flu-  rnilnl  Sf:i(i\M. 
I  MSS.  D(^i).  of  Stftto;   2  Sparks'  J)!]..  Uo\ .  Coir.,  (;r.:j. 


r>ll)  IIII'I.OMATIC  C0RKE8POKDEHCE. 

BcriiBtoif.  Milliliter  of  Foreign  AflairB  In  Dennuvk,  to  FnuikUn.* 
LTTAiwUtion.] 

OoPENOAGBH,  March  8,  1780. 

Siii:  Wncyoii  ii  pfisoii  IcsH  known  mid  reapoctod  I Blionldliave been 
i]iiili!  at  :i  loss  iiii  llio  sulijuut  of  tlio  letter  wliich  I  bnvo  bad  tbe  bonor 
(if  rccciviii(r  fniiii  yiiir,  wtiidi  did  not  como  to  band  till  tbe  Slat  of  Jan* 
ii:ii.V.  I  kIkiuIiI  ]iiiv<^  cniiNidfli'cd  it  as  a  uicasuro  calculated  to  ])Iace  tia 
iiiidi'iaiiiMv  ('iii1i:iTT:iKKiTiciit,  ita  palnTiil  as  the  first;  but  tlicro  is  nofottr 
nor  ii.sk  niili  siirli  a  migi^  an  yon  ftie,  sir,  gonerall;  respected  by  tbat 
iiiiivcrKii  wliicli  .v(ui  liiivn  eriljgbtcued,  and  known  for  tliat  prevailing 
iiivc  fVir  Iriilli  whir))  (:Iiara<;torize8  tlio  good  man  and  the  tnio  philoso- 
plu'i'.  Tlii^Heiiro  lli(!  IIIIcr  wliicb  will  transmit  your  name  to  tbe  re- 
iniilcNt  ti()s(i;ril.v,  :uiil  in  wliicU  I  am  particutnrly  interested  at  tbe  time 
\\\n:»  llio  sititiiliiiii  of  :ilT'utr8  itiiposcs  on  ino  tlio  necessity  of  divesting 
miKt'lf  III'  ovi.'ry  |iiililic  cliiiiJictcr  in  writing  to  you,  and  only  to  aspire 
.it.  a[i|K'iiriii<;  to  yiiii  \vli:U.  I  truly  am,  tlio  passionate  friend  of  |ioaoe, 
Inilli,  iiiiil  iiu-i'i(. 

TliiK  iiiodo  oT  lliiiikiiifT  not  only  decides  my  personal  sontimonta  witb 
n's|ii'r,t  1(1  ynii,  but  also  llioso  I  liave  reaiicctiiig  tlie  unfortunate  affair 
^vliirh  .Y'lii  liav-)  llii>ii<;lif,  lit  to  nieiilioii  to  ine,  and  vbicU  from  its  com- 
iiii'iiri-niciit  liiiM  fiivi'ii  nic  (lie  utmost  pain.  Yon  will  rendilyagroewitb 
iin*,  nir,  ill  t;raiilijifj  llial  there  are  perplexing  situations  in  wbicb  it  ia 
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sources  and  facilities  as  are  enjoyed  by  his  inajosty's  own  vessels.  Bub 
there  are  uo  materials  for  masts,  and  as  this  veHscl  hits  been  dismasted, 
M.  Gerard  knows  no  other  means  of  hastening  her  rci>uir8  than  that  of 
sending  masts  to  him  from  Boston  or  any  other  part  of  the  conliiient 
where  Congress  can  procure  them.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

LUZEUNK. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Presideut  of  Coiii^resa.f 

Pauls,  March  10,  1780. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  the  Gourrier  dc  VEurope  of  the  3d  and  the  CmzcUc 
de  i^awc^of  thisday.  The  JJouso  of  Lords  caiid  the  Uouseof  Coinmoiis 
are  voting  thanks  to  Admiral  Rodney  for  his  good  fortune,  for  they  all 
seem  to  confess  that  his  brilliant  successes  were  not  owing  to  more 
skill,  valor,  or  vigilance  than  others  have  shown,  but  merely  to  his  good 
luck,  which,  by  a  report  that  spreads  and  gains  credit  today,  did  n(»t 
end  with  his  advantage  over  Langara  and  his  safe  departure  from  Ciil)- 
raltar.  It  is  said  that  twp  French  ships  of  the  line  and  several  frigates, 
with  transports,  bound  to  tlio  Isle  of  France,  in  the  East  Indies,  have 
been  doomed  to  fall  in  his  way  and  be  taken. 

Whether  this  is  true  or  not,  ho  has  done  enough,  it  seems,  to  be  in  a 
fair  way  of  paying  his  creditors  some  part  of  their  demamls  for  money 
which  ho  has  gambled  away  and  whicli  they  had  despaired  of  ever 
receiving.  This  run  of  good  luck,  however,  could  never  have  happened 
to  this  gambler  if  the  game  had  been  played  otherwise  by  the  opposite 
party.  If  France  and  Sp.iin,  instead  of  keeping  immense  fleets  in  Eu- 
rope with  nothing  to  do,  or  employed  in  blocking  up  Gibraltar,  wliieh 
is  a  trifle  if  taken  in  comparison  of  other  objects  in  view,  had  but  em- 
ployed but  a  fourth  pjirt  of  them  in  the  American  seas,  where  they  had 
and  still  have  the  enemies  in  their  power,  Kodney's  creditors  had  still 
been  in  despair,  together  with  the  British  Government  and  nation. 

I  would  not  desire  a  better  proof  that  the  English  arc  in  the  power  of 
their  enemies  in  the  American  world  than  the  list  of  the  prizes  printed 
in  the  Gourrier  de  VExirope  as  condemned  by  N.  Gushing,  Judge  of 
ailmiralty  for  the  middle  district  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  this  method  taken  of  publishing  to  the  world  the  success  of 
our  privateers,  because  it  will  in  time  show  our  allies  where  our  strength 
lies  and  the  weakness  of  our  enemies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


•See  oil  this  subject,  Jay  to  ilio  J^rcsiiUMit  of  Congroas,  Drc.  liO,  122,  25,  i»(),  1771). 
fMSS.  Dop.  of  State;  2  Sparks*  Dip.  Uov,  Corn.,  G53,  with  verbal  chaugcs. 
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OMATIC  CORRBSPOKUENCE. 
iH  to   Uie  Preaident  of  CongroH.* 

Tauis,  March  12,  1780. 
liiiii  iiiiidc!  MHiiu  .vt'iii-s  ugo  by  u  gi-eut  writer  of 
hilt  Urn  pirjuct  uL'  boing  huIu  iiituiter  of  the  mm 
I  llio  i^uuiiiiuruuiH  not  liwa  eliiuierictU  iior  k-ss 
vvrsii)  niuiiiirrhy  on  laiid^itiiil  it  iit  to  Ue  ivihIiuiI, 
iDjii-,  (lull  lliu  l']ii(;liKli  luiiy  bucoiiriiiccduf  Uiih 

Ifai  II  it  liy  llivii'  own  oxiiuiiciice.  rniiit»  litis 
il  liiiifK  that  it  wuM  accc-tuiurj' to  i^tibiblisli  an 
il'  (iriwcr  at  Kca,  and  nliu  btw  not  yet  voiivinred 

is  Ilio  iloiDiriant  |io\vc:r,  and  !iucim»e  tlivy 
■■  aliiiHi^iiicnt  111'  (Iiu  l-^tiglmli  oiil.v  tlint  t)he  may 
[>  DM  tiiu  (»>i)tiTiunt.  Itutif  Eiiglund  abnseslier 
isii  a  kind  of  lyninny  over  uoninieruo,  iireseiiUy 
<r  vi-sscIh  and  sailoiK,  HstoniHlietl  lliat  tbuy  had 
nice,  will  Join  (heiiiat-'lvea  to  licr  iu   avenging 

)i'<^  III'  iitlaii'K  icsciiibles  so  i^znotl;  the  case  hece 
:i  lili>rnl  riilllllnient  of  it  prophecy. 
i>'  Kca  is  so  iiiiich  the  uioru  daugeroiia  to  other 
friiiicrciul  nations,  na  it  is  more  diOlcnit  to  form 
iiiiH'.s  at  KOa  thai)  at  land  ;  for  whiuh  reason  it 
I'lvif^ii  of  every  uoinniurvial  state  HUould  tanbe 
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the  powers  of  Europe.  The  outrages  couiuiitted  upon  the  Dutch  com- 
merce and  the  iusults  offered  to  their  Hag  ought  to  bo  and  are  ahirui- 
ing  to  all  the  luaritiuie  powers.  The  late  successes  of  the  ICngUsh  will 
have  no  tendeucy  to  allay  the  fears  of  these  powiitiK;  on  the  coutrary, 
they  will  incrciise  the  alarm,  by  showing  the  invcariuus  situatit>u  tlicy 
will  all  be  in  if  England  should  finally  succeed,  which  some  of  them 
may  i>erhaps  a[>prchend  from  the  late  brilliant  fortune  of  Admiral 
Boduey. 

One  can  not  butbe  struck  with  the  rapid  series  of  fortunate  incidentii 
for  the  English  which  have  been  published  here  in  about  tlu)  course  of 
three  months  that  I  have  been  in  Europe.  The  little  alVair  of  Omoa 
began  it ;  the  repulse  at  Savannah  succeeded,  with  all  its  couseipiences ; 
the  Gura^oa  ileet  was  next;  Langara's  fleet  soon  followed ;  (Gibraltar 
was  relieved  ;  Don  Gaston's  sqmulron  was  dispersed  by  a  storm;  and 
Admiral  Kodney  had  opportunity  to  get  safe  out  of  Gibraltar.  The 
French  Ejist  India  licet  brings  up  the  rear.  There  is  hardly  in  history 
such  a  series  of  events,  that  no  human  wisdom  could  provide  against  or 
foresee.  Yet  after  all,  the  advantages  gained  are  by  no  means  decisive, 
although  no  doubt  it  will  raise  the  ambition  of  the  English  and  in  some 
degree  damp  the  ardor  of  their  enemies. 

It  must  not  have  this  effect,  however,  upon  America.  Let  the  mari- 
time powers  fare  as  they  will,  we  must  be  free,  an<l  I  trust  in  God  we 
shallbe  so,  whatever  be  their  fate.  The  events  of  war  areuncertain  at  sea 
more  than  even  by  land ;  but  America  Imsresonrces  for  the  linal  defense 
of  her  liberty  which  Britain  will  never  be  able  to  exhaust,  though  she 
should  exhaust  France  and  Spain,  and  it  nmy  not  impossibly  be  our 
hard  fate,  but  it  will  be  our  unfading  glory  finally  to  turn  the  scale  of 
the  war,  to  humble  the  pride,  which  is  so  terrible  to  the  commercial 
nations  of  Europe,  and  to  produce  a  balance  of  i)()wer  on  the  seas.  To 
this  end  Americans  must  bo  soldiers  and  seamen. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  keep  constantly  in  sight  tlui  power  against 
which  we  have  to  contend.  The  English  have  in  all  theportsof  England 
in  a  condition  for  actual  service,  or  at  least  given  out  and  reported  to 
be  80,  twenty  ships  of  the  line;  in  the  course  of  the  si)ring  and  the 
month  of  June  eight  others  which  are  now  re[)airing,  and  three  new 
ones  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  whole  scpiadrou  for  the  channel 
will  be  thirty-one.  The  squadron  of  Arbuthnot  at  New  York  consists 
of  five.  That  of  Jarvis  at  the  Western  Islands  is  two,  inehuling  the 
Dicblin,  which  was  detached  from  Admiral  Rodney,  and  is  now  in  bad 
condition  at  Lisbon.  One  only  at  Jamaica,  for  the  Lion  is  too  far  ruined 
to  be  counted*  The  fleet  at  the  other  islands,  Joined  by  the  Jlccfor,  de- 
tached from 'Rodney,  the  Triumph  and  the  JntrepUl^  lately  sailed  from 
England,  are  nineteen,  seven  of  which  at  least  are  in  too  bad  a  condi- 
tion for  actual  service.  That  of  India,  including  two  which  serve  for 
convoys,  consists  often,  two  of  which,  however,  are  returning  to  be  re- 
paired or  condemned  ;  the  Lenox  is  a  guard-ship  in  Ireland. 


Ml 
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KoitJit-y  i'ii(crc<l  <;i1iiull:ir  with  Tuiir  S[>:inl8ti  Hlii[)s  of  tlie  line — the 
/'/('(•iii'.r,  ol'i-iclity  t,'iiiis,  llio  ^fllnarca,  lliu  PrincoMiia,  anil  tho  Dttiffciile, 
iilscvcnly,  licsiili)  llii^  (hiiiittswii,  now  tlio  Pfiitce  William,  of  sixty-five, 
wliic^li  III'  liMik  M'llli  tlio  (tntivoy  oil  tlioSth  of  January.  ll<j  entered  nlso 
ivilli  till!  {^Inrirsliinii,  or  si'vi-iity-foiir,  wliidi  joiuod  from  Lisbon.     His 

M|iiaiii<i list  (lii'ri-riirii  liitvit  coiisiBtvd  of  twenty-four  sliips  of  tiie 

liri<'.  If  \m  it'ft  tlio  ruiillurnwl  anolUer  at  Gibmltur,  liu  iniiBt  liRve 
^oihi  oiiL  Willi  twt'iil.V'lwd,  Wliulliur  ho  liiiu  t^ouu  with  tbe  wliolo  llcvt 
to  tlii^  \V<>st  Inilirs,  oi-  wlll■tlt<^^  with  piirt  of  it  and  wlint  part,  isyetuu- 
•k-li-niiilKid  I>y  tll>^  ]iillilil;. 

I''i;iiii:i;  iiiid  K;iajii,  Iiowuvim-,  have  n  vast  superiority  still  roinnining, 
wiiirli,  irit  nIidiiIiI  \n:  :i1>ly  inanagMd,  will  cn»ily  luini bio  tlio  Kiiglisbibut 
il  il.  nIiouM  lieutiwiNcly  ]ii:Lii:t;;i>d,orcoutiiiuo  to  bo  as  unfortunate  as  it 
li:is  lio'ii  t'roiii  tlio  inoiiii-tit  of  the  Count  d'l']stainK  sailing  from  Toulon, 
it  will  cvt^ii  ill  IIiJH  (Miso  last  long  enough  to  consume  find  exhaust  their 
ciifmifN, 

1  have, lln' honor  lofin-lriMc  tlio  ,lfci-f«rc(/cl''mnce of  tho  llthof  March, 
Tlio  lla^'iic  (^/iKir/iof  Iho  lllh  ibiidSth,  the  Aiiisterdaiu  (/(tzcMe  of  the 


JoHH  Adams. 


PtealdciiL  of  Coiisroiia.* 
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fleet  was  nnlncky  onongli  to  fall  in  with  Digby  on  the  23d  of  February. 
Boiluey  sailed  from  Gibraltar  on  the  14tb  and  piuted  with  Digby  on 
tbelStb,  taking  only  four  ships  of  the  line  with  him  to  the  West  Indies. 
A  like  number  will  probably  go  under  Walsinghaui  about  the  20th  or 
25th  of  this  month  with  the  fleet  to  the  West  Indies.  It  is  said  in  let- 
ters from  London  that  by  every  appearance  there  are  no  more  troops 
going  to  Korth  America,  and  that  it  looks  sis  if  the  ministry  mean  not 
to  continue  the  American  war,  but  to  let  it  dwindle  and  die  away.  If 
this  should  be  the  case,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Americans  and  their 
allies  will  not  let  it  dwindle,  but  put  it  to  death  at  a  blow. 

The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  and  his  brother,  the  Viscount  de  Noailles, 
a  young  noble  oflicer  who  is  worthy  of  his  family  and  of  the  relation 
ho  bears  to  the  marquis,  who  I  hope  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  will 
be  able  to  say  more  upon  this  head.  At  present  the  king  and  his  gen- 
eral are  the  oidy  persons  who  ought  to  know  the  secret. 
J  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Coiigiess." 

Taius,  March  M,  1780. 

Sir:  By  a  letter  from  London  of  the  3d  of  this  month,  received  since 
my  former  of  this  day's  date,  I  learn  that  the  friends  of  the  ministry 
were  in  hopes  every  hour  to  hear  that  Clinton,  who  embarked  seven 
thousand  effective  men  (though  they  are  said  to  be  ten)  in  the  latter  end 
of  December,  is  in  possession  of  Charleston.  The  detachment  consisted 
oi  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers  of  the  seventh,  twenty-third,  thirty- 
third,  forty-second,  sixty-third,  and  sixty-fourth  lUitish  regiments,  a 
legion  of  horse,  yagers,  four  battalions  of  Hessian  grenadiers ;  the  New 
York  volunteers,  Ferguson's  corps;  one  llessiaii  regiment,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  seventy-first  British  regiment.  ]\lany  are  of  opinion 
that  a  part  of  this  army  wau  intended  for  the  Windward  Islands,  and 
that  they  embarked  and  sailed  the  2Gth  of  December,  and  wjis  much 
hurt  by  a  storm  after  sailing.  Two  thousand,  under  Lord  Cornwallis, 
were  said  to  be  intended  for  the  Chesapeake,  to  bnrn  two  or  three  men- 
of-war  in  James  river,  and  to  servo  as  a  division  to  the  other  five  goiiig 
against  Charleston. 

The  friends  of  the  administration  arc  not  in  spirits  about  the  picture 
of  affairs  in  America  and  the  AVest  Indies.  They  fear  the  French  will 
have  a  superiority  there,  from  whence  some  late  accounts  are  arrived  of 
vast  sickness  and  disorder  on  board  the  English  shii)S.  The  naval  war 
will,  to  appearance,  be  removed  for  the  next  summer  to  that  quarter. 
Kodney  was  to  Sfiil  with  four  ships  only  to  the  West  Indies,  and  Wal- 
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ii)Kli<>")  ^'ill  )i<it  l'il<<^  JiKitii  Lliuii  Unit  iiuuibtir  at:  »cuii%'oy  lo  uboiito 
iitiilri'il  West  lji<li(iim-n,  wliicU  vci-o  to  Hiiil  »l>uiit  tbo  '2mh  of  tl 
mil  III,  iiiiil  ]iiiiii'slii|jsi)t'  war  wmiUl  ]it'ul>iibly  uoiiilitut  tliiH  fleet  off  t 
mil,  :iii<l  R  M:is|in)liiililtii[i  the  Now  York  luiilQuelMtctriuIenboiit  Dl 
c.s.scIh  mill  0  would  K;iil  iLbiiiit  the  diiiiiu  time.  Tiiat  tliore  wna  nu  la 
('  :iii.v  tiii(i]is  in-  Klii|is  j,'(iirig  t<)  New  Vork  or  Quebec;  tlint  tliura  w 

tiitnoi'  Hint.  Walhiie  wiiiilil  hiiven  Htiiall  Sfiiindroil,  and  curry  full  r 

vo  (hiiiisaiiil  nil' It,  l>iil  lUiu  wun  nut  believed;  tliiit  the  uiiitist 

;ic|  lii'i'ii  h;tnl  pri'ssi'ii  in  seventl  iiailiiimeritury  qiiCHtiuus  Intely;  tli 
Ijfii' [liiity  w;is  losjii;;  ;;niiiii(l  diilty ;  thiit  the  couuty  petitions  fun 
ii'iii;i1ii>ii  wcri'.  ii  lii'jivy  weight  iiiKni  them;  tliat  it  was  likely  tUe 
.'tiiild  1x1  M-iioiis  distiijb;iiice»  if  ref'urms  du  net  tiike  ^iluee;  tlint  t 
iitiniiittu<^s  for  i.Mi:li  cuiiiily  hiive  ulreiidy  »i>i>oiiited  tliroe  doitutiett 
ii't'tunii  iii:l.  liir  lh«  wliulc,  whiuli  i»  the  liegimiiiig  of  u  congress,  hi 

ill  |>Mil>:il>!,v  bti  MHJii  i;illed  by  thiit  luitiie;  that  it  was  liiiid  to  dett 
liini  wlii-ilicr  iliisi'  iiiuvcriieiits  lit  liuiiie  of  tlio  proeceiUiigs  iu  Irelai 
Ini^riii  till)  Miitiisliy  iiiiisl.;  thiit  tlio  Buverotgiity  of  Eiiglaiid  over  Ii 
mil  will  tioLlii;  (iriii^niy  iiiuiitlis' <1iiriltiuii;  tiiiit  the  armed  asHOuiatio 

I  tliu  latter  niiioiiiil.  U>  r<i\t.y-ruiir  tliuii.sau<l  men,  who  seciu  deteriuim 

II  Tire  liiciiisrlvi's  I'limi  every  resliietiuii  that  lias  been  laid  ou  tliei 
liaL  llifii-  |iarliaiiK'iitis  ;ibi)iit  piiltliig  iiiieiid  to  alla[)[ieals  toKiiglaiii 
(t  rciidur  lliejinlm-.s  iiidi-peiuleet  uf  the  eruwii,  they  at  iiiesciit  holdii 
JH'ir  i>llii:cs  ihiniulf  hue  jilacit'i,  luid  not  quaindiu  se  bcnegtmicrunt,  ao 
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damage  in  a  storiu,  Avbicli,  it  is  tliought,  separated  and  dispersed  the 
fleet.    Tbis  gives  us  great  s[)irits  and  sanguine  liopes  for  Oburlestun. 
I  bave  tbe  bonor  to  enclose  several  newspapers,  and,  witb  uiucb  re- 
specty  to  be,  etc., 

JouN  Adaais. 


Franklin  to  the  Navy  Board.* 

Tassy,  March  15,  1780. 

Gentlemen  :  I  iUMpiaiiited  you  in  a  ibriuer  letter  tbut  tbere  were 
great  misunderstandings  between  Oa[)tatn  Landais  and  tbe  otiier  ofli- 
cers  of  bis  sbip.  Tbese  dillerences  arose  to  sucli  a  lieiglit  tliat  tbe  cap- 
tain once  wrote  nie  be  would  quit  tbe  coniinaml  ratber  tlian  continue 
witb  tbeui.  Some  of  tbem  leaving  tlie  sbip,  tbat  disturbance  seemed 
to  be  quieted.  lUit  tiiere  bas  since  aristm  anotlier  violent  (piarrel  be- 
tween biniself  and  Capti^iu  Jones.  Tbese  tbings  give  me  great  trouble, 
particularly  tbe  latter,  tbe  circumstances  of  wbicii  i  am  under  a  neces- 
sity of  communicating  to  you,  tbat  measures  nuiy  be  tsikeu  for  putting 
proi>erly  an  end  to  it  by  a  court-martial,  if  you  iind  tbatstei>  necessary. 
Soon  after  tbe  arrival  of  our  little  squmlron  in  tiie  Texel  I  bad  a  letter 
from  Commodore  Jones,  complaining  bigbly  of  (Japtiiin  Landais,  and 
mentioning  tbat  be  Wiis  advised  to  putbim  under  arrest  in  order  to  bis  trial 
by  a  court  martial,  for  wbicb,  bowever,  tbere  was  not  a  sudicieut  num- 
ber of  ofTicers  in  Europe.  But  be  would  do  notbing  in  it  until  be  beard 
from  me.  I  bad  anotber  from  Captain  Landais,  complaining  of  Com- 
modore Jones,  and  begging  me  to  order  in(iuiry  int<j  tbe  matter  sis  soon 
as  iK)ssibie.  I  received  also  a  letter  from  tbe  minister  of  tbe  marine, 
of  wbicb  tbe  following  is  au  extnict  vi^ : 

Jo  Huis  perHiia(16,  inoiiMioiir,  quo  vouHn'aurex  pas  6i6  iiioiiih  tuiich6  i[iio  niui  do  la 
]K3rlo  dii  graud  noiuliro  do  volontairoM  Frauyais  (pii  out  6US  U\6h  dans  lo  contbiit  dit 
lionhomme  Jiichard  cuutro  lo  vaitii»caii  do  guerro  aiiglois  lo  Scrapis.  Cot  6v^mo- 
iiieut  est  d'antaiit  plu8  il;\clioiiXy  qu'il  paruit  quo  »i  la  fivgalo  auioricaiuo  LAUiance 
uvoil 8ocuud<^  lo /?onAom/HO  Richard  ou  cuiubattaub  on  nirnu*'  louir  Tavaulago  roui- 
porUSpar  lo  Coium.  Joucb,  auruit  6i6  plun  prouipU^,  auroit  coutc^  nu)iiiH  do  inoudi^  ct 
ii'iniroit  pas  uiIh  lo /ion/iowme  Uichard  dau8  lo  cas  do  coulter  Ikm  tronto-Hix  Iiouron 
apri^  lo  condiat.  Lo  Capltaiuo  do  cotto  frdgato  ayaut  touu  iino  coiiduilo  ivvn  extra- 
(irdinairo,  jo  no  douto  p:u)  niou»iour,  quo  vouo  no  hti  niandioz  do  ho  roudro  auprcH 
do  \\)\\}i  2)uur  on  rcndro  conipU;,  ot  ([uo  dans  lo  can  oii  vuns  rccunnuilrex  (pio  c'ost  par 
0a  fauto  quo  la  victoiro  a  cout<S  taut  do  sang,  vouh  uio  ju^ic/.  :\  propos  d'ou  infurnu^r 
lo  Congros,  ii  lin  (iii'il  fa^.so  rayor  lo  Capltaino  do  dcsMUs  la  livSto  tU)s  oniciors  do  sa 
marine,  otc. 

Upon  tbis,  and  witii  tbe  advice  of  a  very  respectable  friend  of  Cap- 
tsiin  Landais,  M.  do  Cbauniont,  wbo  tbougbt  sending  for  bim  to  come 
to  Paris,  in  order  to  au  inquiry  into  bis  conduct,  would  prevent  many 
inconveniences  to  tbe  service  tbat  might  attend  a  more  public  discus- 
sion, I  wrote  to  bim  October  15,  acquainting  biin  witb  tlie  principal 
heads  of  tbe  charges  <qgainst  iiim,  and  directing  him  to  render  himself 
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lories,  li 
'U  lliul  • 
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Ill  liliti  siidi  iiiiiK4's  iLiid  toHtiiiiouiuti  aa  lie  uiEg 
s  jiislilii-stliuii.  I  wt'oto  »t  tJio  atuiiu  tiiiiu  to  Oui 
i-ikI  ii|>  siiuli  i»n)oti<  as  liu  iiii};lit  hiiru  ill  i)iii>iioi't 
ii  tlii>  i-;i|>t:nn,  tliiit  I  iiiijclit  bi)  uiiablixl  to  givo  ii  ju 
Wnr  III  Coii}r|'ua».  In  tvvu  or  thruo  wcoks  Cuptii 
l';i]is,  hiiL  I  i'ci;eivcil  no  niiswor  fi'oiii  Ooiiiiiich1<i 
I  in;:  Kiiiiio  <lii.vK  1  untiuUulcxI  to  beat  Otipliiiii  Ijiiml]i 
m'iliIkt,  without  loiigot'  ilvbiy^  and  tliiU  tbo  hiipi 
iiii'.v  iiii;-lil,  1h<  mine,  clisii'  I  i'«i]iu!Htoil  tbu  »lio' 
•I  (';i|it:iiii  LiuidaiH,  iiixl  Dr.  i*  an  omit',  it  Irieiitl 
sent.     WiMi  Uiiti  I  aoiitl  tliu  iiiituitcs  tli 


I  ol  wlial   ivlal 


i-oy  In- 
i.lroii  I 

.1.1  iUTl 


jitivin  IiiiudaiH  oircrn  in  ntiswvr  to  the  clinrgc 
riiiiKiibn'u'H  onk'i'S  Hourtia  to  call  on  uiu  for  lui  c 
cs  to  llioHo  1  liiul  ;;ivt!n  Captain  IjAiidaio,  T 
I'Orient.  M.  do  Cliaiiinont  was  present  tboi 
1  wat*  iivtxKKai'ily  at  a  groat  distance,  ami  cou 
'ly  occuhIoii,  and  I  w:is  not  on  the  following. 
lor  Konio  nien;hant  (dii))»  to  Konloiuix,  and  o 
iiikI  tb(n-u  being  tinio  finfllciunt,  it  was  tiin[doy< 
i-iaKioniil Korvico.  Thu  A Uiance and  Bon llomt 
soa  ran  fool  of  oach  otlior  in  the  night,  the  b 
;if,'.-H.  and  !ill  rtitnnutl  to  L'Oricnt,  tho  8U»t« 
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for  me  without  authority  to  give,  a  judgment  in  (his  affair,  I  will  only 
take  the  liberty  of  saying  in  favor  of  Captain  Landais  that,  notwith- 
standing the  mortal  quarrel  that  rose  between  them  at  sea,  it  does  not 
appear  to  mo  at  all  probable  lie  lired  into  the  Bon  llommc  Richard  with 
design  to  kill  Captain  Jones.  The  inquiry,  though  imperie(*.t,  an<l  the 
length  of  it,  have,  however,  had  one  good  effect  in  preventing  hitherto 
a  duel  between  the  parties,  that  would  have  given  much  scandal,  and 
which  I  believe  will  now  not  take  phvce,  as  both  ex[)ect  justice  from  a 
court-martial  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  etc 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreie;ii  Affairs.* 

AT  Tub  IFaguk,  March  15,  1780. 

IIONORED  Sirs  :  My  three  last  letters  were  of  the  30th  December 
last,  since  which  time  the  ice,  which  obstructed  our  watcMs,  and  my 
sickness,  have  not  j>ermitted  me  to  continue  till  now.  1  send  you  here- 
with: 

(1)  A  plan  of  a  treaty  to  bo  concluded  between  the  United  States 

and  the  seven  United  rrovincei?  of  the  low  countrii»sa«  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  permit  it.  A  great  deal  of  its  nhaterials  lias  been  rurnislKMl 
me  by  the  i>ensionary  of  Amsterdam,  who,  as  well  as  his  excellency 
Franklin,  have  examined  and  corrected  it.  If  the  most  honorable  Con- 
gross  will  be  pleased  to  do  the  same,  and  send  me  the  plan  back  again, 
with  powers  to  carry  on  a  negotiation  on  such  lerins,  then  nothing  will 
remain  but  to  watch  opportunities,  which  may  )>erhaps  very  soon  present 
themselves. 

(2)  A  decharation  and  denunciation  of  the  ])rin(*.ipal  trading  <*,iiies  in 
Holland. 

(3)  A  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  the  great  ]>onsionary  of  Holland. 

(4)  Summary  abstracts  of  my  letters  to  his  excellency  l<^raiiklin. 

(5)  Gazettes. 

I  am  told  his  excellency  Laurens  will  soon  come  ov<u*  here  as  ])leni- 
potontiary.  I  shall  bo  very  glad  of  it,  an<l  promise  to  be  his  fuJus 
Achates  in  every  sense,  for  the  public  a«  well  as  his  own  service. 

I  pray  the  Almighty  for  the  United  States,  for  1  he  most  honorable 
Congress,  .and  for  yon,  honorcMl  sirs,  being,  with  very  ^n^at;  respect, 
Your  most,  etc., 

Permit  me  to  retain  always  my  motto  (Joncordia,  etc. 


•MSS.  i><'p.  of  StMitn  givoii  with  vnri.i.l.innH  in  r»  Sj»;viK.s'  l>ip.  KN»v.  Corr.,  i21>ri. 


-'«»'  DU'I.oMATIC  CORRESrONDENCE. 

A.  Lea  to  J.  Adams.* 

lyOBiENT,  March  JO,  1780. 
l)r.Ait  Sir  :  B.v  I  ho  Inirnting  of  tlio  look  of  one  of  my  trunks  on  tlie 
Journey  I  wan  Kontifotliitiiito  an  to  loso  the  packet  of  M. Gerard's  letters, 
aiiiiiii};  wliioli  was  Unit  .voiicoiiicd,  nml  ofwliicU  I  must  beg  you  to  send 
moan  aiitliciiticatcd  i;ri|>.v,  Siiivo  my  (irrival  liore  I  received  ai»nckct 
from  CoiiRicsN,  «|iii;li  r,:Lino  by  the  Confederacy.  In  tbntlsa  copy  of 
i>ni'.  of  llic  most  false,  iiiiil  wicUed  papers  I  liavo  read  upon  the  snbjcct, 
civcn  iiilo  (;oii;,'i'csH  l>y  Mr.  Cannicliac.l.  In  tbnt  lie  says:  "I  have  fro- 
i|iiOMl1y  dcchirod  tliiit  Mr.  A.  Ijgo  bad  not  the  confidence  of  the  court  of 
I'Vaiicc  niy  rcasoiix  I'ltr  Miin  decbirution  are,  among  otliers,  tlio  Oliova- 
bi  r  (>riiii<l  and  IiIh  hnillicr,  M.  Orand,  gentlemen  wbo  at  various  times 
anted  as  secret  iineiits  l)clwecn  tbo  commisfiiouera  and  the  court  of 
I'nntee,  in  wliivtc  assertions  I  placed  confidoncc,  because  I  saw  tbc 
<Miiirt  iiitnisled  tliern  wilb  Rccrets  of  tbc  liigbcst  importnucc,  and  be- 
(■iiiise  1  never  foinid  myself  deceived  by  tbcso  gentlemen  iu  any  otber 
inriinnalimi  1  had  tlio  limior  to  rficoive  from  tlicni  while  employed  by 
tlio  <^i)iniiiissi[)iirr.s  alnoad.  1  was  iiilorined  and  believe  Uiat  tliis  want 
of  e.Diiliilnitei!  arose  riiiin  information  given  by  M.  Garnicr,  charge 
d'alVaii'Cfl  for  thtt  coitrt  of  Versailles  at  Iiondon."  You  will  oblige  me 
miieli  if  yon  will  hIiow  this  extract  (o  M.<iraiid  aiid  M.  Uarnier,  and 
write  mo  wliat.  tliey  say  ti>  it.  1  always  entertained  and  do  still  entcr- 
tiiin  too  liii;li  an  opinion  Iiolli  of  Mr.  (i rand's  veracity  and  discretion  to 
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J.  Adams  to  LovelL* 

rAUi«,  March  IG,  1780. 

Dear  Sni:  I  have  received,  siuce  my  arrivjil  licre,  your  favor  of  the 
16th  of  November,  1779.  I  shsiU  take  proper  notice  of  your  remarks 
upon  the  thirteenth  and  nineteenth  articles  of  the  treaty.  They  are 
both  of  them  of  importance,  and,  as  to  the  hist,  T  wish  for  .an  instruction 
upon  it,  because  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made  that,  whenever  a  serious 
negotiation  shall  be  commenced,  great  pains  will  bo  taken  for  the  ban- 
ished, although  little  attention  is  paid  to  them  now.  1  learned  yes- 
terday that  they  have  received  no  payment  of  their  pensions  these 
eighteen  mouths.  The  delay  is  colored  with  a  pretense  of  waiting  for 
some  funds  for  Quebec,  which  have  been  stopped  by  the  interruption 
of  that  trade.  They  are  still  bitter,  as  I  am  told,  and  are  firmly'  per- 
suadcd.tbat  America  can  not  hold  out  six  months  longer. 

You  assure  me  that  I  shall  not  be  without  the  orders  and  credit 
which  I  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  mine.  I  thank  you  for  this  assurance, 
which  is  conceived  in  such  strong  terms  that  one  would  think  you  did 
not  expect  any  opposition  to  it;  at  least  an  en'ectual  opposition.  I 
wish  there  may  not  be,  but  I  am  not  without  conjectures — I  will  not 
call  them  suspicions — upon  this  head.  Denying  them,  however,  would 
be  virtually  recalling  me  and  Mr.  Dana,  and  in  a  manner  the  most 
humiliating  and  disgraceful.  In<leed,  I  do  not  know  how  we  should  get 
away  from  our  creditors.  You  know  what  sort  of  minds  can  not  bear 
a  brother  near  the  throne;  and  so  fair,  so  just,  so  economical  a  method 
would  not  escape  minds  of  so  much  penetration  as  a  refusal  to  lend 
money  without  orders.  J  am  not  sure,  however,  that  the  measure  would 
be  hazarded  in  the  present  circumst^inces  by  persons  by  whom  J  have 
been  treated  politely  enough  since  m^'^  return. 

I  shouhl  be  glad  to  know  what  the  board  of  treasury  have  done  with 
my  .accounts;  whether  they  have  passed  upon  them,  or  wliether  there 
are  any  objections  to  them  and  what  they  are.  I  i\o  not  know  but 
I  was  indiscreet  in  sending  all  my  original  vouchers,  because  if  any 
of  them  should  be  lost  I  might  be  puzzled  to  explain  some  tilings. 
However,  I  know  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry  that  they  were  received, 
and  I  presume  they  will  be  preserved. 

I  wish  to  know  your  private  opinion  whether  Congress  will  continue 
Mr.  Dana  and  me  here  at  so  mucli  expense,  with  so  little  prosjuict  of 
having  anything  to  do  for  a  long  time — an  uncertain  time,  however — or 
whether  they  will  revoke  our  powers  and  recall  us  ;  or  what  they  will 
do  with  us.  A  situation  so  idle  Jind  inaetive  is  not  agreeable  to  my 
genius;  yet  I  can  submit  to  it  as  well  as  any  man,  if  it  be  thought 
necessary  for  the  ])nblic  good.  I  will  do  all  the  serviee  I  can,  by  trans- 
mitting int<5lligence  and  in  every  other  way. 

You  must  have  observed  that  in  all  my  public  letters — and  indeed  in 
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a  Kiral,  nicnsiiri'  in  my  inivjile  oiica — I  Iiavo  caiitionsly  nroUlefl  giving 
accoiiiiisof  tlip  Rial II  DCiiiir  alTiiirs  in  Franco.  I  lii«l  many  reasons  ifiw 
lliisciuitioii.  In  gciK'nil  1  wiiasiire  it  would  <1o  no  good,  and  I  donbtocl 
till',  iiropricty  of  Rl:iMii;r  fuctR  and  remarking  n|>oii  cbaracters  without 
fjiviii",'  iiotiro  cif  it  [n  tlii\  ixti-Hona  conceniod  and  trananiitting  tbo  ori- 
d(>iii:c.  'i'licro  is  no  end  of  coiicfiiving  joalouaios;  but  I  nm  sare  tbnt 
cidnH-ifl  of  govern  men  I',  oRpccinlly  foreign  ministers,  ougbt  not  to  attack 
nnd:irr,nsooiic:)nolln-i'ii|iiiii.joaloiisieSt  nor  witboiit  full  proof;  nor  tbcii 
witliont  nol.ifyin;;  tlitt  piirty  to  answer  for  liimsolf. 

Tims  innrli  Id.  rnn  say,  liowovor:  tbat  tbo  prcsont  plan  of  having  a 
dislini'X  niinislor  ill  S]>:iin,  another  in  Tlolland,  and  another  to  treat 
willi  (itcat  I'titaiii,  anil  having  necretarica  independent  of  minislcrs  is 
a  gooil  Olio.  I  piny  yoii  lo  Htitnd  l»y  it  with  tlie  utmost  firmness  if  it 
Hhiinld  im  iillaiOjcd  oi-  niidin-niined.  If  you  rcvolte  tbo[>owcra  of-aacp- 
ai:ilc  iiiiin«ler  to  treat  ivilh  tlto  King  of  Great  Britain,  yon  ongbt  to 
ii'voko  Hie  fiiriucr  powt-is  of  treating  with  all  the  courts  of  Enrt^m 
\\\m:U  wove,  given  lo  lln>  ennimiaRioiiera  at  Paaay ;  for  nii'Jcr  them 
iiiil.lioiity  will  lip  r,i;viMniI  of  treating  with  the  Engliali  if  my  powors  are 
iinoknl.  'J'lir  p()Mi  r«  f)!'  treating  with  all  otlicr  courts  ought  to  Itc 
wipiirulcd  from  tlni  iiiissioTi. 
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mity  to  this  country.    Not  boing  liked  licro  tlioinsclvcs,  thoy  dislike  tlio 

peoplo;  for  the  same  reasons,  indeed,  they  ought  to  dislike  all  that 

know  them. 

With  the  sincerest  respect  and  esteem,  1  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 

yours,  most  afifectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  GrilBn.* 

Tassy,  March  IG,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
write  me,  and  shall  immediately  deliver  the  packet  it  recommends  to 
my  care.  I  will  tsikethe  first  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  M.  Gersird 
what  you  hint  relative  to  our  entertaining  strangers  so  fre«iuently  and 
liberally,  as  is  the  custom  in  France.  Bnt  he  has  traveled  in  Europe 
and  knows  the  modes  of  nations  dider.  The  French  Jire  convivial,  live 
much  at  one  another's  tables,  and  are  glad  to  feast  travelers.  In  Ilaly 
and  Spain  a  stranger,  however  recommended,  rarely  dinci?  at  the  house 
of  any  gentleman,  but  lives  at  his  inn.  The  Americans  hold  a  nu'dium. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

]'».  KllANKLIN. 


Franklin  to  Lovell.t 

Py\ssY,  March  10,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Marquis  do  la  Fayette,  our  firm  and  eonstant  friend, 
returning  to  America,  I  have  written  a  long  l(»fter  by  him  lo  tlie  Presi- 
dent, of  which  a  copy  goes  by  this  ship.  M.  (lorard  has  since  arrived, 
and  I  have  received  the  despatches  yon  mentioned  to  me,  but  no  letter 
in  answer  to  mine,  a  very  long  one,  by  the  Chevalier  <le  la  Luzerne,  nor 
any  acknowledgement  that  it  came  to  hand. 

l\y  the  many  newspapers  and  pamphlets  1  send  you  will  see  the  pres- 
ent state  of  European  affairs  in  general.  Ireland  eonlinues  to  insint  on 
complete  liberty  and  will  probably  obtain  it.  The  meetings  of  counties 
iu  England  and  tlie  committees  of  correspondonee  tliey  appoint  alarm 
a  good  deal  the  ministry,  especially  sinee  it  lias  been  propos(»d  to 
elect  out  of  each  committee  a  few  persons  to  assemble  iu  Loudon,  which, 
if  carried  into  execution,  will  form  a  kind  of  congress  that  will  have 
more  of  the  couAdenco  and  support  of  the  people  than  the  old  Parlia- 
ment. If  the  nation  is  not  too  corrupt,  as  i  rather  think  it  is,  some 
considerable  reformation  of  internal  abuses  may  be  expec/ted  from  this. 
With  regard  to  us,  the  only  advantage  to  be  reasonably  exi)eeted  from 
it  is  a  peace,  the  general  bent  of  the  imtion  being  for  it. 

•  MSS.  Dep.  of  St.'ito. 

t  MSS.  l)np.  of  state;  2  Sprirks'  Dip.  Kr.v.  Corr.,  IN;  7  I^.ijrcOow'.s  Kr.ankUn.ni;  S 
Sparks'  Franklin,  4:M. 
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.r.i  i.in 

TIh^siiocorr  of  Ailtniral  Itiidiioj-'a  fleet  again»ti  our  allies  lias  a  little 
il.'ilod  our  ei]i;Ttii<'»  tor  lii<t  |irpseiit,  and  probably  tliey  will  nut  now 
liiiik  ol'jiropnsiiis  il.  IT  tlio  iippronctiiii;;  cam)i.iigii,  for  whicli  great 
iic|iar:Ltiiiiis  jiik  iiiiikiii;;  lure,  hIiiiiiUI  end  Oisailvnntageoiisly  to  tliein, 
licy  will  bo  inorr  Ircatiibir,  rortlicirdGblRHitd  taxcsaredfuly becoming 
iiDic.  liiirJciisiitni',  \vlii1<>  tlii'ir  r,oiiiincrco,  tlio  fioiirce  of  tbeir  wealtli, 
liinijiislii's,  :iii(l  lliiiii;;!)  tlii'y  Imvo  flattered  themselves  witli  obtaining 
LSNist:iri(-it  fi'Din  KiisKia  and  otlicr  powcm,  it  does  not  a[>|>onr  tlioy  are 
iki'ly  l<i  Kii(xt'<'<l;  on  llio  nnilrnry,  lliey  nrn  in  danger  of  losnig  tbencu- 
ralli.v  of  Holland. 

'Ilicir  ciirnliirt.  witli  ri'j-anl  f"  flie  exclifiiiBcofprisoiiorsltnabccn  very 
nijiisl,  jM'icr  Innj;  Knspcnsc!  mid  nlTefitcd  delays  for  the  pnrposo  of 
viiMiMfi  onhonrpfMir  |icn|ilo  tlniy  bave  Dually  rofiiBCd  to  deliver  ns  a 
nan  in  CMrlianj^o  fur  lli(>.-ii»  set  jvt  liberty  by  onr  cruisers  on  parole.  A 
cllrr  nliicli  I  cn(rl(»sn  fnini  Captain  Mit^bell  vill  show  tlio  treatment 
if  (Imlalo  llaj:'*  "fliiH'i^  fVoin  llostoii.  Tbero  is  no  gaining  anytlitng 
mm  tlicsii  linrliariann  by  advances  of  civility  or  Iiuinanity. 

Miu^liisrd  I  Willi  r'ir('iinj,'riss  tlie  justification  of  tliis  court  ngaiost 
lii>  ac;r,MRaliori  ])ii1)IJs1i<'il  mi  lliclat^;  KiiglinU  memorials. 


Wil 


cslo 


,  Oif. 


IJ.  Franki^in. 


MARCIt    17,  17S0.  .055 

contained  in  general  wliat  you  do  nio  the  honor  of  asliing.  I  liavo 
reason  to  believe  that  yon  will  find  a  favorable  disposition  where  yon 
wish.  There  is  no  court  in  Europe  at  whicli  scorccy  will  so  nnich  rec- 
ommend a  negotiator  as  that  to  which  you  nre  destined^  insomuch 
that,  as  far  as  you  cjin  keep  the  capital  parts  of  your  negotiation  entirely 
to  your  own  breast,  you  will  have  reason  to  think  it  prudent.  You  are 
to  negotiate  with  a  people  of  honor  and  a  ministry  of  wisdom.  They 
will  propose  fairly  and  perforin  faithfully.  You  will  not  be  eiiibarrassed 
by  intrigue,  at  least  none  of  Spanish  origin,  nor  will  it  beadvant.ngoous 
to  employ  any.  These  considerations,  together  with  tlie  good  sense  and 
great  abilities  for  whicli  you  are  distinguished,  make  me  hope,  sir,  that 
you  will  accomplish  with  facility  the  important  purposes  of  your  mission 
to  the  advautsige  of  our  country  and  to  your  own  honor. 

The  house  of  Gardoqui  has  executed  what  was  intrusted  to  them  with 
diligence,  and  as  far  as  I  can  Judge  with  fidelity.  They  theretbrc  de- 
serve your  confidence.  There  is  due  to  them  from  the  public  1 2,000 
livres,  which  they  a<lvanced  for  the  freight  of  goo«ls  sent  to  Congress, 
and  which,  as  it  wa^  done  without  my  knowledge,  1  had  niade  no  i)ro- 
vision  for,  and  therefore  could  not  repay  it.  The  par  t  of  the  prize  money 
due  to  the  public  for  the  prizes  sent  into  the  j)orls  of  Si)ain  by  Caj)tain 
Cunningham  was  never  remitted  to  me,  nor  has  the  account  been  settled 
to  my  knowledge. 

Accei)t  my  thanks  for  your  care  of  the  letters  for  me.  As  T  shall  cer- 
tainly have  quitted  Europe  before  they  can  roarJi  me,  I  must  hi'ix  the 
favor  of  you  to  enclose  them  to  Mr.  Tiovell  with  the  first  des|)alcli(\s 
which  you  send  to  Congress. 

Jf  an  entire  stranger  may  be  i>ermiMed   to  oHcr  his  homage  to  your 
lady,  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  sir,  to  make  mine  a<',eept,able  to  ]\Irs.  .Fay. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lke. 


"W.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.' 

r.KUXET.LF.s,  jVnrrh  17,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  1  understand  that  our  enemies  have  now  in  contempla- 
tion the  ollering  some  terms  to  America,  whieli  go  no  fuitlior  than  a 
truce;  probably  somewhat  similar  to  the  propositions  made  last  year 
by  Spain  to  Great  Britain. 

Though  I  am  not  informed  of  the  terms  of  ])eare  with  which  you  are 
eliJirged,  nor  whether  your  ])owers  are  discretionary,  I  trnst  you  will 
not  think  it  an  intrusion  in  me  to  offer  njy  sentinuMiis  on  such  :i  j)ronO' 
sition  as  a  truce  for  America,  supi)osing  it  should  1m».  made. 

A  truce  with  America  must,  of  course,  accompany  a  ])eace  in  lOurope; 
in  that  case  ourenennes,  after  recovering  from  t.lieirj)resent  exhausted 
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state,  liaviiig  their  hands  clear  of  European  troubles,  would  have  th*5ir 
whole  Rtrcnjxth  t.o  employ  ajj^aiiist  America;  for  I  couceive  that  with 
such  a  prospect  before  them  there  would  not  be  the  most  distiint  prob- 
ability of  agreein;;^  on  a  peace  before  the  expiration  of  the  tune. 

In  America  we  must  keep  up  a  great  military  and  naval  establish- 
ment to  prevent  our  being  taken  by  surprise  at  nearly  as  great  an  ex- 
pense fis  we  are  now  at  in  war,  and  besides  risk  the  dreadful  misfortunes 
which  have  almost  universally  attended  standing  armies  and  a  heavy 
load  of  debt  on  the  state.  I  can  not  suppose  it  possible  that  Franco 
and  Spain  would  consent  to  a  truce  with  America  while  the  war  is  to 
continue  between  Gresit  Britain  and  them;  but  if  they  should,  wotdd 
it  be  wise  in  America  to  accept  of  a  truce  on  such  terms,  and  to  let  our 
allies  run  the  hazard  of  being  destroyed,  that  we  may  become  an  eufSj 
l)rey  afterwards  I 

These  are  some  of  the  evident  objections  to  a  truce  in  any  shape,  r.or 
can  I  see  any  possible  argument  in  its  favor,  though  I  know  there  j^re 
some  Americans,  though  well-intentioned  but  visionary  geniuses,  whoso 
heads  run  much  on  the  idea  of  a  truce;  but  I  hope  nothing  will  be 
attended  to  unless  they  are  fair,  open,  ami  honorable  propositions  for  a 
substantial  and  lasting  ])eace,  in  which  blessed  work  1  most  heartily 
wish  you  speedy  and  lull  success.  The  Dutch  are  in  a  very  disturbed 
states  As  yet  there  docs  not  seem  to  be  a  probability  of  their  talking  a 
decided  and  open  part  with  us  in  the  war.  The  influence  and  power  of 
the  rrincc  of  Orange  are  unfortuiuitely  too  great  to  permit  them  to 
adopt  those  measures  which  their  honor  and  interest  direct,  and  which 
1  believe 'a  great  majority  of  the  people  wish.  The  prince  is  retrained 
against  us  by  llie  flattering  prospect  of  marrying  his  daughter  to  the 
l^inco  of  Wales;  but  in  JOurope,  where  everything  is  bought  Jind  sohl, 
h^rance  and  Sj)ain  may  do  great  things,  for  the  confidjint  and  <lirecior 
of  llie  prince  is  as  men^Miary  a  wretch  Jis  can  be  found  in  ICngland  or 
even  in  ScotlJind. 

We  shall  i)rol)al)ly  see  jNFr.  Laurens  here  on  his  way  to  Holland  ;  hut 
if  he  does  not  pass  through  this  town,  I  shall  be  much  obligetl  ix)  you 
for  giving  me  any  intxn-esting  public  intelligence  that  he  brings. 

r»e  pleased  to  i>resent  my  n»si)ect^  to  Mr.  Dana  ;  and  if  I  can  be  of 
any  service  here  in  i»romoting  the  great  work  you  have  in  hand,  or  in 
rendering  any  services  to  our  country,  I  shall  be  always  happy  in  receiv- 
ing your  commands. 

l>eing  wilh  great  rslccni,  <l<^ar  sir,  yonr  most  ohligeil  and  obedient 

servant, 

W.  Lee. 
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J,  Adsuiui  to  the  President  of  CoiigreBs.* 

I'AUis,  March  18, 1780. 

SiB:  Wo  Iiavo  this  iiioiiicut  tho  news  of  tlio  iirrivjil  of  tlie  convoy 
from  St.  Domingo,  with  sixty  sail  of  mcrclisiiit  vessels,  which  is  i\  great 
event  for  this  country. 

It  is  also  rcportcil  that  ton  sail  of  Spanish  ships  of  tho  line,  with  ten 
battalions  of  land  forc(!s,  have  sailed,  and  their  destination  is  sup- 
l>osed  to  bo  North  America. 

TIio  armament  preparing  at  Brest  is  tlius  described  in  one  of  the 
public  papers :  The  Oount  du  Ohalfault  do  Bresne,  b'eu tenant-general  of 
the  naval  forces  of  France,  has  taken  leave  of  the  king,  being  presenled 
to  his  majesty  by  M.  do  Sartinc.  Tho  report  runs  that  orders  liavo 
been  sent  on  the  29tli  of  February  for  the  olllcers  who  are  at  Taris  to 
join  their  regiments  upon  the  coasts  by  the  15th  of  March,  aiul  that 
eight  regiments  are  to  embaric  under  tlie  command  of  the  Count  de 
Kochcimboiiu.  These  regiments  are  that  of  Anhalt,  whereoniieManpiis 
de  Bergen  is  colonel  in  second;  Auvergne,  colonel-commandant  the 
Viscount  de  Laval,  and  in  second  tlie  Gomte  de  Lamette;  Bonrbonnols, 
colonel- com nnvndant  the  Marquis  de  Laval,  and  in  second  the  Viscount 
de  Kochambeau;  Neustrle,  colonel-commandant  the  Count  de  Ouibert, 
and  in  second  the  Viscount  le  Veneur;  llomergne,  colonel-command- 
ant tho  Viscount  de  Custine,  and  in  second  tho  Manjuis  du  Ludec; 
Iloyal  Corse,  colonel-commandant  the  Marquis  du  Luc,  and  in  second 
the  Count  of  Pontcvez;  Boyal  Deux  Touts,  <;olonel-commandant  the 
Count  de  deux  Fonts;  Saintonge,  colonel-commandant  tiie  Viscount  de 
Beranger  and  in  second  the  Marquis  de  Themines.  Jt  is  aisserted  that 
there  will  be  added  a  detachment  of  artiiier^',  nnd  that  the  Huron  de 
Vfvcneuil,  the  Count  de  ChjistelJux,  and  the  Count  de  VVitgenstein  will 
embark  with  these  troops,  and  that  the  Due  de  Jja/iUn  will  have  the 
command  of  a  body  of  twelve  hundred  volunteers,  and  be  joined  to  the 
armament  under  the  Count  do  Kochambeau.  All  these  troops,  as  it  is 
bi'lieved,  will  embark  at  Brest,  and  go  out  under  the  convoy  of  the 
Count  du  Chall'ault  de  Brcsne. 

They  .add  that  he  will  have  more  than  thirty-seven  sliii)S  of  the  lino 
under  his  command,  destined  foran  expedition  whereof  the  genuineobject 
is  yet  unknown.  Many  other  regiments  have  also  orders  to  march  down 
nearer  to  those  upon  the  soacoast,  and  there  are  many  vessels  taken 
upon  freight  for  the  service  of  the  king  in  the  dillerent  ports  of  the 
kingdom.  The  freight  at  Havre  is  thirty  livies  a  ton,  on  condition  that 
tho  owner  furnish  his  vessel  for  twelve  months.  They  say  the  Frince  de 
Conde  will  go  and  command  upon  the  coast  of  Hrittany  with  the  Count 
de  Vaux. 


^MSS.  Dep.  of  Stato;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Coir.,  6(»r>,  witli  verbal  cliaiiiroHaiHloinio- 


«  ««  ift«« 


saiiio  |inrno.so  wliicli  li.ivc  Ix'.cii  uoiiiu  time  < 
tlic  Mcniac  tie  FtanvCy  enclosed.     They  ta 
wliieli  lias  been  eoiielinled  bcLweeii  Sweden, 
and  tUu  United  rrovinec^  for  Iho  niaintenan 
of  tbc8e  powers.    Congre^H  will  hoc  also  auu 
don  wliieh  favors  this  i<lea;  that  the  I>ui*ou 
diuary  iVoni  Sweden,  had  declared  that  it'  th 
not  rclcsised  forthwith,  with  an  inileniniflcati 
he  had  orders  to  qnit  the  conrt  of  Jjondon  in 
Some  other  paragraphs  sreni  to  show  the 
c(iuipi)ing  a  respectable  naval  force  of  llftyt 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


Franklin  to  Reed,  President  of  the  Stat 


Snt:  I  havejnst  received  the  pamphlet  yoi 
mo  by  ]\r.  Gerard,  and  iiave  i*ead  it  with  p! 
clear  state  of  facts  it  does  you  honor,  but  svs 
a  man,  Avho  also  showed  no  regard  to  trutl 
•*  that  I  approved  of  the  propoftUioiis  he  can'ied 
His  brother,  ^Ir.  J*ulleney,  came  here  with  tho 
stipulating  that,  it'  i  did  not  approve  of  the 
them  to  any  person,  ho  communicated  them  t( 
on  his  desiring  to  know  my  sentiments,  that . 
and  that  I  wm  snre  they  would  NOT  be  aeevpt 
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else;  the  reasons  that  weigh  with  you  will  alno  weigh  with  thuiii^ 
therefore  I  uow  pray  that  no  mention  may  be  made  of  my  having  been 
here  or  my  bn8ine88.  To  tiiis  1  agreed,  and  tlierefore  nothing  coal<l  be 
more  astonishing  to  me  than  to  see  in  an  American  newspaper  tliat 
direct  lie,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Johnstone,  joined  with  two  other  false- 
hoo<ls  relating  to  the  time  of  the  tre;ity  and  to  (lie  oi)inion  of  Spain. 

In  proof  of  the  above  I  enclose  a  certificate  of  a  friend  of  I^Ii*.  i^ilte- 
ney's,  the  only  person  present  at  our  interview  ;  *  and  1  do  it  the  rather 
at  this  time,  because  I  am  informed  that  another  calumniator  (the  same 
who  formerly,  in  his  i>rivate  letters  to  i^articular  members,  accused  you. 
with  Messrs.  Jay,  Duane,  Langdon,  and  Harrison,  of  betraying  the 
secrets  of  Congress  in  a  correspondence  with  the  ministry)  hiis  made 
this  transaction  with  Mr.  Puiteney  an  article  of  accusation  against  me 
as  having  approved  the  same  propositions..  Jle  i>roposes,  1  understand, 
to  settle  in  your  government.  I  caution  you  to  beware  of  him;  for  in 
sowing  suspicions  and  jealousies,  in  creating  misunderstanilings  and 
quarrels  among  friends,  in  malice,  subtility,  and  indefatigable  industry 
he  ha(>,  I  think,  no  equal. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  continue  to  preside  in  our  new  State,  sis  it 
shows  that  your  public  conduct  is  approved  by  the  people.  Vou  have 
hadadiflicult  time,  which  required  abundance  of  prudence,  and  you  have 
been  equal  to  the  occasion.  Tlie  disputes  about  the  constitution  seem  to 
have  subsided.  It  is  much  admired  here  and  all  over  Europe,  and 
will  draw  over  many  families  of  fortune  to  settle  under  it  as  soon  as 

•  To  l\.  Khan  KLIN  : 

Dkau  SiK ;  I  soikI  you  aOjoiiicd  tlio  curlilicalo  ^oii  ilrsin*,  jiml  am  iKTfcclly  con- 
viiiccd,  from  coiivcrM:ilioii8  I  liavo  hiiico  luiU  with  Mr.  i'liHoiicy,  tliut  iiuIhmIv  wan 
aiitliorizcd  to  liold  ilio  ]:iii*;u.'igo  wliioli  liius  Ikmmi  iiiiputt'it  (ti  liim  (in  that  HiilijcL't ;  and 
OH  I  Iiavo  a  IngLi  opiuioii  of  liiu  candor  and  wurtli,  I  know  it  jnu»t  bo  [lainfnl  to  him 
to  bo  brought  iutotiauBtion  in  niatlurM  offact  with  pcrmmM  liocstcuniij.  1  couhl  wihIi 
tbut  this  niattor  may  rccuivo  no  fiuther  publicity  than  what  in  nccc».sary  for  yonr 
juBtilicatiou. 

I  aui,  etc., 

W.   ALKXANDKIt. 

IRAKIS,  March  PJ,  17rtO. 

I  do  hereby  certify  whom  it  may  conconi  that  1  uas  with  Mr.  I'liUeiicy  ami  Dr. 
Franklin  at  Paris  win  n,  in  a  convcrHation  botwci'ii  tho,m  on  Mio  Kuhjeet  of  rcrtain 
proponitioiiH  for  a  locouciliation  with  America,  ollerod  h^'  Mr.  PultcMU'y,  Dr.  Franklin 
said,  lio  did  not  approve  of  them,  nor  did  he  think  Mu\y  wiMihl  be  approved  in  Amer- 
ica, but  that  he  would  connuunicato  them  to  IiIh  colh;»<;m'8  and  the  French  miniNlry. 
Tlire  Mr.  Puiteney  opposed,  saying  that  it  would  answer  no  good  en<l,  as  he  was  per- 
suaded that  what  weighed  with  Dr.  Franklin  wouhl  wrjgh  also  with  them;  and 
theroforo  desired  that  no  mention  might  bo  made  of  his  having  oiVeredsnch  ]>roposi- 
iions,  or  even  of  his  having  been  hero  on  such  business,  but  that  the  whole  might  bo 
buried  in  oblivion,  agreeable  to  what  had  been  stipulated  by  Mr.  Puiteney  and  agreed 
to  by  Dr.  Franklin  before  the  propositious  wore  produced,  which  Dr.  Frankliu 
accordiugly  x^romised. 

W.  A  LI  ;x  AN  Dim. 


lilt'LUMATlU    COUUKSI'ONUISNCE. 

■I'.    'I'Ik'  clcl'uctJi  Lbut  luttj',  uii  Hovuu  yeitra'  triiU,  bofouud 

ictxlcil  vvlit^ri  lliu  liiiio  uoiuus  for  voiiuulcrtiig  tbeiii. 

mil  ^jlll  i-iu  i'Htueiu  nitil  lUttiHKt,  I  liavo  tliu  liouor  to  he, 

it.  Frahklin. 


J.  AiliiiiiH  to  th«  PiOBldeiit  of  ConBr***.* 

I'AUiB,  ilarcK  IV,  1780. 

Siu:  lOiirltiscd  is  ;i  |>:i|ii'i'<)rUiu  lOtli  ofMaruU  wliicli  ur as  accidentally 
iMiiilti'il  t<i  Ix'  ciii'loifril  it)  llio  RuiUtoii  of  it 

Tlicri-  nil'  l\w>  ailii'li's  ul'  i iitulligeiive  wliiuli  ought  not  to  oscntw  our 
iilisri'valiuii,  Iicihiim'  tlicy  liiivu  ruliitioii  lo  tlio  aniiai ii 61 1 1 uq (lipping  lit 
lit'i'st,  nlllioti^'li  )  i1i>  Mi>t  Kiipimao  tUoiiioriiitivliconsvriiioiivc.  Tkuflnit 
JN  iif  it.  KtiKill  si|iiiiilii>ii  !>['  (rigtttcH,  wliidi  is  Biiitl  to  liave  Bnilo<l  froiu 
I'lii'isrMDiiMi  oil  llic.  IJMlli  uT  Kul)runr,v,  ill  coiiuetiiieiiCQ  uf  onloni  seiit 

n iIk^  ii>lmir;illy  mi  Ilii^  2'Jil,  inultu-  titu  cuiiimntKl  of  Oaptniu  Har- 

kIiiiII,  vvIiii  i.s  oil  liiMiil  Hut  Jimctabl,  t>l'  tlilrty-two  guns.  Tlie  otheni 
iiiu  Uio  IliiMS'ir,  ollliirt,v-l«-o,  the  6'Br/>me,  of  twoiity  eiglit,  tlieSgiiir- 
irf,  iLiul  //'".(  of  i),ik,  ol"  twi-iity ;  tlie  Hloops,  tlio Beavcr't  2'ras,  of  four- 
loi'ii,  t1i<'  ir<>(/':iii<l  Mm  \\'ii«}i,  of  viglit^  wlMi  the  ciitturti  tbu  Jtrmbftf,  itiid 
tlic.  <lii;/hi.  It  in  llioii^'lil.  tliiit  tliia  lilMo  Kijiiadroii  is  goiiu  to  niako  a 
tlio  rty.iM  of  l''i:iiioo,  U>  Iiiiidur  tliu  ttiUiBporta  imneiiiblod  in 
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nary,  convoyed  sligbtly  with  two  llfticH  nml  two  frigates,  about  forty 
tiierchautiDcu  in  all.    Nothing  yet  from  An)cri(;a,  but  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved tliat  a  storm  has  separated  and  dispersed  Clinton's  lleet,  in- 
tended for  the  southern  expedition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Tauis,  March  20, 1780. 

SiB:  I  have  at  length  received  a  parcel  of  English  papers,  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  with  this  to  Congress.  They  are  the  General 
Advertiser  and  the  Morning  Post,  both  of  which  I  shall  for  the  future 
be  able  to  transmit  regularly  every  week.  Congress  will  see  that  these 
papers  are  of  opposite  parties,  one  being  manifestly  devoted  to  the 
court  and  the  ministry  and  the  nnvjority,  the  other  to  the  opposition, 
the  committees,  the  associations,  and  petitions.  Ijetweeu  both  1  hope 
Congress  will  bo  informed  of  the  true  facts. 

There  is  the  appearance  of  a  piquancy  and  keenness  in  the  temi>er  of 
the  opposite  parties,  by  their  writings  and  paragraphs  in  these  papers, 
that  looks  like  the  commencement  of  a  serious  quarrel. 

By  the  virulence  of  the  manner  in  which  sueh  characters  svs  lvei>i»el, 
Howe,  Burgoyne,  Eichmond,  Shelburne,  ]iockingham,  etc.,  are  treated 
it  should  seem  that  the  ministry  were  exasperated  to  a  greater  degree 
of  rancor  than  ever,  and  that  they  were  thoroughly  alaruKMl  and  deter- 
mined to  throw  the  hu>t  die.  Time  and  the  events  of  war  will  decide 
what  will  be  the  consequences  of  these  heated  passions. 

By  a  conversation  this  morning  with  the  Viscount  de  Noailles,  I  am 
led  to  fear  that  the  lleet  from  Brest  will  not  be  able  to  [uit  to  sea  before 
the  10th  of  April.  This  will  be  about  the  time  the  Manpiis  de  la  Fay- 
ette will  arrive  in  America,  lie  sailed  from  Bochelle  the  13th  of  this 
month. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JODN  Adajm«. 


Jay  to  Franklin,  t 

(Udiz,  jManh  20,  1780. 

Dkar  Sir:  I  have  this  day  drawn  bills  on  your  excellency  for  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  livres  tliirteen  sols  in  favor  of 
Messrs.  Jacques  le  Content  Laur^  (Content  «S:  Company)  payable  in 
ninety  days  from  the  date.     1  can  not  omit  tiris  opportunity  of  express- 

•  MSS.  Dop.  (»r  StJito;  2  Sparks'  in\K  lU^v.  Coir.,  0(^8. 
t  MSS.  Dcp.  of  State. 

Wil — vol.  Ill ;>(> 


502  DIPLOMATIC  CORUESPONDENCE. 

iiig  to  you  tlie  obligations  I  hiii  under  to  tlio  gcutleineu  of  this  bouse, 
as  wcl*  for  their  particular  civilities  to  mo  as  their  atteutiou  to  all 
Americans  in  general. 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Jat. 


FrankUn  to  Sartine.* 

r ASSY,  March  20, 1780. 

Sir:  Id  compliance  with  your  excellency's  opinion,  expressed  in  the 
letter  you  did  nie  the  honor  of  writing  to  nie  on  the  14th  of  October 
last,  that  1  should  send  for  Captain  Landais  to  Paris  to  give  au  account 
of  his  conduct  respecting  the  lato  engagement  with  the  Serapis^  whore^ 
in  it  had  appeared  to  your  excellency  "that  if  the  frigate  AUiaiice^ 
which  he  commande<l,lnul  ficconded  the  Bonhomme  Richard^  by  engaging 
at  the  same  time,  the  advantage  gained  by  Commodore  Jones  would 
have  been  sooner  obtained,  have  cost  fewer  lives,  and  not  have  lefl;  the 
Bonhomnie  Kiduird  in  such  a  condition  as  to  sink  in  thirty -six  hours 
after  the  combat."  1  immediately  wrote  to  the  said  Captain  Landais, 
acquainting  him  with  (hat  and  other  charges  against  him,  and  directing 
him  to  render  himself  here,  and  to  bring  with  him  such  evidence  as  ho 
could  obtain  and  should  think  proper  for  his  justification  ;  and  I  wrote 
at  the  same  time  to  the  commodore,  acquainting  him  with  this  step,  and 
directing  him  to  send  ine  the  evidence  he  had  to  support  the  charges 
against  Captarin  Landais  contained  in  his  letters.  Captain  Landais,  who 
had  also  himself  desired  of  nie  to  order  an  inquiry,  wjis  necessarily  de- 
tained some  time  alter  in  Holland,  sundry  accidents,  such  as  the  delay 
of  Commodore  Jones'  expected  proofs,  and  the  indisposition  at  dif- 
ferent times  of  myself  and  Captain  Landais,  have  drawn  the  inquiry 
to  a  length  unexpectojl,  an<l  after  all  1  find  so  much  contradiction  in 
the  declarations  of  the  parties  and  in  the  Avritten  evidence  adducetl  in 
support  of  them,  and  such  an  insufilciency  of  marine  knowledge  in  my- 
self, when  all  the  ])ossibilities  fire  to  be  considered  of  this  or  that 
maneuver  of  a  ship  under  the  various  circumstances  of  wind,  tide,  and 
situation,  that  I  can  not  presume,  even  if  I  had  the  authority  for  so 
doing,  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  Captain  Landais,  or  to  advise  the  Con- 
gress to  erase  his  name  from  the  list  of  (heir  sea  officers.  Uis  regular 
trial  will  be  before  a  court  inarlial,  consisting  of  a  competent  number 
of  such  ollicers,  which  can  only  be  found  in  America,  and  to  that  I 
must  therefore  refer  him.  That  court  will  judge  how  far  he  is  chargea- 
ble with  disobedience  to  orders,  <!elay  in  coming  to  the  assistunce  of 
the  commodore,  or  neglect  of  taking  the  merchant  ships.  I  will  only 
venture  to  give  your  excellency  au  opinion  of  mine  in  his  favor,  that 
his  firing  into  tliat  shi[)  instead  of  the  S('r(i2)is,  if  that  fact  should  be 
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found  clear,  could  never  hare  been  the  eftcct  of  design,  but  merely  from 
accident,  occasioned  by  the  night  or  the  natural  KpreiuUng  ofHhot;  for 
though  it  ap|>eared  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  that  a  mortal  quarrel 
had  arisen  during  the  cruise  between  the  commodore  and  liim,  human 
nature  is  not  yet  so  depraved  as  to  hazard  the  killing  of  many  for  the 
chance  of  hurting  one,  nor  is  it  probable  that  if  Gai>tain  Landais  had 
given  such  orders  his  people  would  have  obeyed  them.  All  £  can  fur- 
ther do  is  to  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  inquiry, 
with  the  papers  produced,  and  to  leiive  Captsvin  Landais  at  liberty  to 
return  to  America  in  order  to  a  trial..  The  in([uiry,  imperfect  as  it  is, 
has,  however,  had  one  good  effect,  the  preventing  a  duel  in  Holland  be- 
tween those  officers,  which  might  have  proved  fatal  to  one  or  both  of 
them,  and  would,  at  best,  hiive  occsvsioned  much  inconvenient  rumor, 
scandal,  dispute,  and  dissensions  prejudicial  to  our  affairs. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient,  etc. 


J.  Adams  to  "W.  Lee." 

J 'AIMS,  March  21,  1780. 

Dear  Siii:  I  have  just  receiveil  your  favor  from  Brussels  of  the  17Mi 
of  this  month,  and  I  thank  you  for  this  instance  of  your  atttention  to 
me. 

Gonsidering  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  the  spirit  that  seems  to  be  ris- 
ing in  England,  which  Invs  already  attained  such  a  height  a.s  to  badle 
the  minister  and  the  East  India  Company, and  to  cany  many  votes  in  the 
House  of  Commons  almost  to  a  balance  with  him  and  even  some  against 
him,  I  should  not  be  s\t  all  surprised,  if  terms  such  oh  you  mention 
should  be  offered  to  America;  nor  should  I  be  surprised  if  another  ru- 
mor, which  was  propagated  at  the  Palais  lioyal  this  day,  should  prove 
true,  that  a  great  ciuiuge  is  made  or  to  be  made  in  the  ministry,  and 
that  the  Lords  Shelburne  and  llockingham,  J>nrkc,  etc.,  are  in.  Yet 
I  have  no  proi)er  accounts  of  either. 

Whatever  may  be  my  powers  or  instructions,  or  whether  I  have  any 
or  not,  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  sentinicnt^s  on  such  a 
proposition  as  a  truce  for  America,  supposing  it  should  be  made.  Your 
arguments  are  of  great  weight,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  attended  to 
by  every  one,  whoever  he  may  be,  who  sliall  be  called  to  give  an  o[)in- 
ion  upon  such  a  great  question.  You  will  not  expect  me  at  present  to 
give,  if  it  is  proper  for  me  even  to  form,  any  decided  opinion  upon  it. 
Yet  thus  much  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  having  had  so  long  an  ex- 
perience of  the  policy  of  our  enemies,  I  am  i)ersuadod,  from  the  whole 
of  it,  if  they  propose  a  truce,  it  will  not  bo  with  an  expectation  or  de- 
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KJrr  tliiil  AiiK'i'ii'ii  sliditlil  ;ii-<;ui>t  It,  but  iniTcly  to  try  ono  oxpurtiiivnt 
imni;  In  dcrriM-,  <li*  iili',  ;iii(l  sfitUtiO,  ill  order  to  govern. 

Vim  iilis<'i  v<;  ili:it  Mil-  liciiil^of  80III0  wulliiiti-iKled,  tliouf;li  risluniirj', 
Aint'iiiaiiH  Miii  iiitii-li  it|<iiii  a  truce.  I  liaro  seen  niiil  lieani  eiioiigli  to 
b«  1(111^'  Niiicc  iKiiviiiicil  tliiit  tlio  Ainci'iciuiH  in  Eiiroiioai-obyiioiiivniis 
an  ailt'i|iM(«;  t'<'|)icsi'ii(;itii>iL  ol' tlioao  on  tliu  otiior  side  of  tlio  Wiitur. 
Tlicy  iiciliior  IV<'I  iior  rt-asoti  lilio  Uiein  inguneriil.  I  should,  tliervrui'e, 
iti>i>ii  nil  ocLM-sioiis  liiar  their  nrgunicnts  wilb  attuutiou,  weigh  them 
Willi  laic,  but  t)('  sine  rii^ver  to  toltow  tlioui  wlien  I  linewthuiii  to  differ 
I'liini  llll^  bdily  (if  tliuir  i-outiti-.ymeii  at  hoiuo.    ■ 

Vdii  s;iy  tbo  Diilcli  !ii<\  disturbed.  Doyou  wonder  tit  itt  They  have 
been  liir.lu-il  by  tlie  Ibijilisb  .ih  no  rcDsotiitblc  iiinu  would  kick  n  dog. 
'I'iicy  ii;u-e  liccn  \v!ii|)|n-il  by  them  as  no  sober  pwitiliou  would  whip  a 
li:ieUu(<y-('<>:ii:ii  liiirsf.  V,Mi  tliey  Hiibiiiit  U>  all  thitt  upon  any  ]irineii>lo 
\vlit<;li  KoiM  not.  olili^'i-  llicin  to  submit  it*  tlio  ISiiglisli  were  to  bombard 
AniKlenlairi  or  ent  away  tltttir  dike«  f 

1  wiifli  I  Inii'w  tbi'.  natiie  <il'  the  priiiciiml  conlldant  and  director  of 
llio  ]>nii<-e,  wliota  y«ii  iiinilioii. 

1  am  v<'ry  aii\ii)iis  1<>  lii'ar  of  Iho  arrival  of  Mr.  LaurenH,bue8US|>ect 
yiiii  w  ill  li-ani  it  Itrst.     Mr.  Datni  retuniH  hit}  roHpeett)  to  you. 

I  lliaiiN  yiiii,  sir,  fiiv  yotii'  olVui-s  of  service;  nothing  can  oblige  nm 
moll'  Lliaii  111  (MiiMiiiiiiiii-ati;  lo  mu  any  inlulligenue  of  the  designs  of  onr 

ii.lvil  Ibi  " 
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Yonr  excellency  will  cxciihc  the  trouble  I  jpfivi*  .you  ou  iliis  occasion, 
ns  it  arises  wholly  from  a  dcHire  to  be  able  at  all  times  to  render  an 
accsount  to  my  sovereign  of  tbe  motives  and  reiisons  of  my  own  conduct. 
1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

At  TiiK  llAfUTK.,  March  21,  17S0. 

Most  Honored  8tR:  Honored  since  many  yrnrs  wKli  the  corre- 
spondenceand  friendship  of  J>r.  Franklin,  T  receivcMl  <(uile  unoxpi^cteclly, 
in  April,  1776,  by  an  express  (Mr.  Thom:is  Story),  instructions  and  cre- 
dentials from  the  committee  of  foreign  nlfairs,  sifjued  1\,  Franklin,  J. 
Dickinson,  and  J.  Jay,  at  Philadelphia,  da(cd  December  0  and  12, 
1775,  for  sounding  the  dispositions  of  the  several  IOuro])ean  courts 
towards  the  American  confederates,  and  makinii;  proposjds  of  intercourse 
and  alliance  to  those  J  should  find  inclined  to  ju!cei>t  thorn,  "recom- 
mending to  my  discretion  to  proceed  in  this  affair  with  such  caution 
as  to  keep  the  same  from  the  knowle<lgo  of  the  ICnglish  aud)nssador, 
and  prevent  any  public  appearance,  at  prescnf,  of  my  being  employed 
in  any  such  business,  as  thereby  they  imagine  nmny  incouveniences 
may  be  avoided  and  my  means  of  rendering  service  to  America  in- 
creased. They  sent  me, /or  the  2>ycftcnt,  enclos(Ml  a  bill  for  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling  to  defray  expenses,  an<l  dcsirrA  mc  in  he  ajisnrcd  that  my 
services  will  he  considered  and  honor ahhj  rewarded  hij  Conf/rcsfi,^^  l\y 
another  letter  of  the  2d  of  March,  1770,  Dr.  Franklin  *'  recommended 
to  my  correspondence  the  bearer,  Mr.  Silas  Deane." 

Ill  the  mean  time  1  had  addressed  myself  to  the  court  of  France  [with 
an  exalted  mind  and  fired  with  philanthropy]!  ami  to  the  account  1 
gave  Congress  of  my  negotiation  Dr.  Franklin  answered  in  the  folh)w- 
ing  terms  on  the  Ist  of  October :  "  1  have  Just  time  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  two  j)ackets,  with  the  pam]>hlets  enclosed,  the  coutents 
of  which  are  very  satisfactory.  You  will  hear  from  mc  more  fully  in  a 
little  time."  He  soon  came  over,  and  brought  mc  a  letter  from  the 
committee,  signed  Jlobert  Morris,  Uichard  H.  Lee,  J.  Witherspoon,  W. 
Hooper,  wherein  they  expressly  **  <7c.str(?  mc  to  continue  that  rorrcfipond- 
ence^  which  he  had  opened  and  conducted  hitherto  with  me  on  twhatf 
of  Congress^  requesting  to  hear  from  mefrvqnentUj^  promising  nu»,  the  re- 
imbursement of  expenses  ami  a  reasonable  allofcanrc  for  my  time  Jiud 
trouble  in  this  agency^  The  committee  wrotc^  \\\k\  two  other  letters, 
August  8,  1777,  and  May  11,  1778,  iu  the  latter  of  which  they  »*  ac- 
knowledge  that   I    lijul   so   early   and  warmly   (»spoused   thcMr  cause 
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aiidaidoil  it  Tvith  sudi  jiul^mont  and  rcsolation,  tliat  they  shall  write 
particularly  to  the  gciitlcmen  at  Paris  respecting  the  injuries  I  had  re- 
ceived from  their  enemies,  and  shall  instruct  them  to  pay  the  strictest 
attention  to  the  engagements  made  to  me  in  behalf  of  Congress  at  the 
commencement  of  our  correspondence. " 

By  some  dark  maneuvers  of  those  enemies,  who  by  interceptors  and 
spies  had  got  at  last  some  general  knowledge  of  my  operations,  I  had 
been  defrauded  not  only  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  sterling  due 
to  mo,  but  also  of  a  livelihood  which  had  rendered  me  hitherto  yearly 
throe  Iiundred  pounds  sterling.  However,  I  did  not  apply  to  the  com- 
missioners for  the  above  sum ;  and  after  having  received  for  the  coarse 
of  the  whole  year  1778  only  one  hundred  ]>ounds  sterling,  I  obtained 
two  hundred  pieces  a  year  for  1778,  and  twenty-five  pieces  more  for 
the  ordinary  charges  and  expenses  of  the  following  ye^vrs.  With  this 
small  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  pieces  to  live  on  in  a  country 
like  this  1  have  been  obliged  not  only  to  dismiss  my  servant,  but  to 
make  other  reductions  in  my  house,  which  makoa  my  little  family,  as 
well  lis  myself,  unhappy,  because  they  ap])rehend  I  have  undone  them. 
I  keep  them  up,  however,  with  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  justice  and 
niiignanimity  of  Congress,  who,  when  afi'airs  become  more  prosiierous, 
will  not  forget  me,  nor  my  daughter,  a  good  child  of  thirteen  years  ohl, 
who,  from  the  beginning  of  this  war,  has  been  tsiught  to  pray  fervently 
for  the  United  States. 

This  state,  by  its  constitution,  can  make  no  war  nor  any  treaty  with 
a  foreign  power  without  a  unanimity  of  all  its  ])rovinces  and  cities. 
And  as  there  is  a  very  strong  party  in  favor  of  England,  there  is  not 
the  least  probability  that  tlicy  will  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  United 
States  before  England  ])crmits  them  to  do  so  by  setting  tliem  the  ex- 
ample. The  only,  but  very  necessary,  thing  therefore  which  remained 
to  be  done  here  was  to  hinder  the  English  to  draw  this  republic  into 
their  quarrel,  which  by  her  inuuense  wealth  and  public  credit  would 
have  had  very  bad  coiKse<iucnces  against  America.  And  to  this  I  have 
greatly  and  daily  co-oi)crate(l  these  three  years  ago.  We  found  a  very 
weak  opposition,  which  is  now  strong  enough  to  resist  the  torrent. 

Besides  the  coniniissioners  at  Paris,  to  whom  I  constantly  communi- 
cate all  what  has  passed,  Mr.  William  Lee,  who  has  written  me  from 
September,  1770,  to  May,  1770,  twenty-nine  letters,  knew.  He  wroti* 
to  me  so  early  as  December  2G,  1777,  in  these  terms:  "Though  I  have 
not  lor  some  time  past  had  the  pleasure  of  your  correspondence,  yet 
J  have  not  been  a  strangor  to  your  continued  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  liberty,  for  which  thousands  yet  unborn  will  bless  your 
memory."  Even  with  respect  to  a  treaty,  I  left  the  matter  not  un- 
tried;  for  iinmodiatoly  alter  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Franco  I  concerted  with  the  city  of  Amsterdam  and 
the  comnn'ssionors  at  Taris  to  communioate  the  said  treaty  by  means 
of  the  great  pensionary  of  iJolland  to  their  high  mightinesses,  together 
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with  a  letter  of  liis  excellency  Franklin  to  tbc  great  pensionary,  invit- 
ing tbcm  to  treat  on  the  sauje  footing,  inuiatifi  inutandLs^  whenever 
they  should  think  fit,  on  which  an  answer  was  politely  declined  for 
the  present.  Of  this  curious  transaction  I  sent  at  that  time  an  account 
to  Paris,  as  well  as  to  the  committee  on  foreign  aifaira.  One  of  the 
letters  of  the  first  pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  dated  July  ?»\,  1778,  has 
been  translated  and  printed  in  the  I^altimore  «lournal  with  these  words 
at  the  head  of  it,  ^^Lctier  of  a  steafhj  friend  of  America  at  The  Ilaf/ue,'^^ 
I  have,  besides,  in  my  power  the  proofs  of  all  this  in  several  letters  of 
the  honorable  gentlemen  of  Paris  and  at  Amsterdam.  Mr.  William 
Lee  knew  this  too  when  ho  gave  rendozAous  to  M.  de  Neufville,  an 
eminent  merchant  of  Amsterdam,  at  Frankfort  first  and  then  at  Aix- 
la-Ghapello,  unknown  to  lue,  to  get  a  declaration  from  the  first  pen- 
sionary of  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  which 
this  gentleman  delivered,  thinking  Mr.  William  Lee  was  one  of  the 
commissioners  at  Paris.  A  similar  declaration  M.  Van  Berckol  de- 
livered to  me  on  the  23d  of  September,  1778,*  with  an  explanatory  let- 
ter of  the  expression  d<'^  que  rinde2)endance  des  Ktnts-lfnis  en  Amcriquc 
8e)'a  reconnuc  par  les  AvglaiSy  becJinse  I  told  hiiu  such  a  condition 
would  hurt  the  honorable  Congress,  and  make  them  pay  no  attention  at 
all  lo  a  declaration  which  would  appear  to  them  insignificant.  I>oth 
the  declaration  and  the  letter  will  bo  found  in  the  records  of  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  afi'airs,  to  whom  I  sent  coi)ies  of  them  towards  the 
end  of  1778.  As  to  the  sketching  and  proposing  a  treaty,  his  opinion 
and  mine  also  were  that  it  was  premature  at  that  time;  and  there- 
fore we  postponed  it  till  the  last  summer,  when  he  delivered  mo  some 
papers,  out  of  which  and  of  the  French  treaty  1  have  made  the  sketch 
reviewed  afterwards  and  corrected  by  him  aiul  by  Dr.  Franklin,  of  which 
1  have  dispatched  on  thelOth  of  this  month  three  difierent  copies  to 
the  committee  aforesaid,  and  which  I  exi)ect  back  again  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  most  honorable  committee  of  Congress,  and  with  instruc- 
tions Jind  credentials  for  ])roi)osing  it  on  the  first  opportunity,  which  in 
the  mean  time  I  am  carefully  watching. 

It  is  with  the  most  x)ainful  concern  I  mention  to  your  excellency  this 
attempt  of  Mr.  William  Lee  to  undermine  me  in  this  manner,  when  1 
thought  he  had  enough  ado  to  fulfill  his  commissions  through  Germany, 
and  therefore  was  very  open  and  unaware  in  my  letters  to  him.  It  is 
with  the  same  concern  I  learnt. just  now,  by  a  letter  of  a  very  worthy 
servant  of  the  United  States,  that  his  brother,  Arthur  Lee,  has  com- 
plained against  me  in  a  memorial  to  Congress,  as  if  1  had  extolled  Dr. 
Fraiddin  at  his  exi)ense  in  the  Lcyden  (Jazette.  Whoever  told  him  so 
has  told  him  an  absolute  falsehood.  This  assertion  may  perhaps  receive, 

*  Sco  Van  Unrckol  to  Diiiii.'v.s  and  DiM'.I.'irat.idii  of  Van  lU-n-kel,  Sojitombcr 'JIJ ;  Ctmi- 
nii^Hioners  to  Van  iW'icktil,  Octolu^  ii'.),  1778,  supra. 

t  Tlio  foHowing  lines  are  not  in  the  original  lellor  in  Mie  Dr'.partnient,  wliich  in  im- 
perfect in  tins  re8)»cct. 


1 1| I'l,' >>t.\Tl(;   rOHItKSroNUKNCK. 

iiiiiiil,  iKlililioiiivt  nlroii);th  liy  my  iiigoiiutmsly  tolling 
lal  Ills  lii'iri(;  iit  oiiiDity  with  l>r.  Frariklin  will  iiot  liiu- 
slill  iti  iii.v  liDHDiii  »  iiioat  UmkIci' ru8]>uct  and  love  for 
I  Mile  111'  will  (III  lliu  siMiie  niiuu  diKiiassioiiate. 
iivsi'ir  111  tlift  iirotcctioii  of  CougrcsH,  nuil  am,  witli  tli« 

I>UMAS. 


J.   Ai1.imq  l»  t.lio  Prnnidotit  of  Congraat.* 

I'ARls,  jlfrttrftai,  J780. 

i: :   I  li.ivr  \U>-  linii'>r  I <'ln>u>  llii>  KiicHrIi  |in|>crROr  Dig  lltli,  13t)i, 

I  nil  of  Miiivli.  till'  Coiiriirr  ih  rj^iirnpc,  ami  Tim  IIjiriig,  Irfydeii, 
Anislrriliiin  pr/,i'1(i's,  \\'i' iirn  in  liniiily  rxpcctntioii  of  grcnt  iiowR 
llolhiiiil,  Ik 'laiiil,  I^ii;:l:iiii1,  8|i;)iii,  niiil,  alwve  all,  Troin  America 
tli<-  Wfsl  liKlii's.  I  li:iv(>  not.  Iijid  ali'tliTfroni  AmtTicnRiDce  I  left 
M'<'|il  our  from  my  ramily,  of  tlin  KKIi  of  Dt^nmbctr;  ami,  indeed, 
Mi;;li  Ki'vi'ial  visscIh  liavc.  arrived.  I  c-Jin  hear  of  no  lultersor  news, 
■  Mil!  i;ii[;li''l'  |i-i|n'rM  Cimikiosm  will  jxirwivo  tlio  violent  fermoiitn- 
iii  I'liitrlarnl,  «tiirli  I. as  aiisi'ii  to  Kiinli  a  licifiht.  as  toi)rodnMi  A  oon- 
<  ill  fadl,  anil  it  will  somi  Im  ro  in  nniiie.  Tlio  jirocecdiiiga  in  tlio 
iii'  (if  (!inii minis  (HI  f  hii  1  ftli,  wliitih  wero  (erniinatcil  by  nresolntiou 
r  llie  hIiuIi-  liimsc  In  nholiRli  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
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house  of  Boniboii  can  not  fail  to  put  tlio  Banic  interpretation  upon  this 
transaction. 

Holland  and  sill  the  northern  powers,  with  the  Empress  of  Russia  at 
their  head,  who  are  all  frreatly  irritated  ag^ainst  lOnghmd  for  their  hito 
violence  ag<ainst  the  innocent  connncrce  of  noutrni  powers,  will  draw 
the  same  consequences.  The  politicians  of  Great  Britain  are  too  en- 
lightened in  the  history  of  nations  and  the  rise  and  i>rogress  of  causes 
and  eflccts  in  the  political  worhl,  not  to  sec  that  all  these  bodies  of  j>eo- 
ple  will,  in  consequence  of  this  vote,  consider  the  Coh)nies  given  up  as 
lost  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  they  are  too  well  instructe<l  not  to 
know  the  important  consequences  that  follow  from  having  such  jmints 
as  these  thus  settled  among  the  nations.  I  can  not,  therefore,  but  con- 
sider this  vote,  and  the  other  respecting  the  secrc^tary  of  state  for  the 
American  department,  which  arose  almost  to  a  ba];ince,  as  a  most  im- 
portant declaration  of  the  sense  of  the  nation.  The  first  prolmble  con- 
sequence of  it  will  be  one  further  attempt,  by  olTering  sonu*.  sj)eci()us 
tiCrms  which  they  know  we  can  not,  in  Justice,  in  honor,  in  conscience, 
accept,  to  deceive,  seduce,  and  divide  America,  throw  all  into  confusion 
there,  and  by  this  means  gaining  an  opportunity  to  govern.  There  is 
nothing  more  astonishing  than  the  inconsistencies  of  the  patriots  in 
England.  Those  who  are  most  violent  against  \]w  ministry  are  not  for 
making  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  but  they  would  wish  to  allure 
America  into  a  separate  peace,  and  persuade  her  to  join  thcMii  against 
the  house  of  Bourbon.  One  would  think  it  impossible  that  one  man  of 
sense  in  the  world  could  seriously  believe  that  wo  could  thus  basely 
violate  our  faith,  thus  unreasonably  quarrel  with  our  best  fi  iend,  thus 
madly  attach  ourselves  to  our  bitterest  enemies.     I>ut  thus  it  is. 

Sir  George  Sjwille  threw  out  in  the  House  that  he  wislunl  to  carry 
homo  to  his  constituents  the  news  of  an  accommodntiou  with  America; 
and  Mr.  David  Ilartley  has  given  notice  of  his  intentions  to  make  a 
motion  relative  to  us.  But  I  confess  I  have  no  exiiectatiouvs.  ]\Ir.  Hart- 
ley's motions  and  speeches  have  never  made  any  great  fortune  in  the 
House,  nor  been  much  attended  to;  from  whence  I  conclude,  if  the 
present  great  leaders,  even  of  opposition  in  the  House,  wore  seriously 
disposed  to  do  anything  towards  a  pacification  which  we  could  attend 
to,  they  would  not  sulfer  Mr.  Hartley  to  have  the  honor  of  making  the 
motion. 

The  hejids  of  many  people  run  upon  a  trnc(»- with  Anuuica,  and  Mr. 
H.artley's  motion  may  tend  this  way;  but  a  truce  with  America  can  not 
be  made  without  a  peace  with  P'rance  and  Spain,  and  would  America 
accept  of  such  a  trucet  GiveGreat  Britain  time  to  encroach  and  fortify 
upon  all  our  frontiers?  To  send  enemies  into  the  States,  and  sow  the 
seeds  of  discord!  To  rise  out  of  her  present  exhausted  and  ruined 
condition?  Sulfer  France  and  Spain  to  relax?  Wait  for  alterations 
by  the  death  of  princes  or  the  changes  in  the  characters  of  princes  or 
ministers  in  Europe?    1  ask  these  questions  that  Congress  may  give 


"  DlI'LOXtATIC  CORRKSroNDBNCE. 

■  iiiKlrnclrons,  if  iici-rssaiy.  At  pruscnt  I  do  not  beliovo  my  powers 
:  Kiillicii-nt  to  -Ajiri-v-  lo  »  trnco  if  it  wns  proposed,  nor  do  I  believe  it 
mill  III!  for  (iiir  iiili'n-<'t  or  8»ruty  to  ngrco  to  it  if  I  had.  I  do  iiot 
III),  lir)\v('viM',  lo  <;iv<'  niiy  dociiltid  opinion  ii])ou  siicb  a  great  qaestioD 
I1ii.-tli:isl.v  Icitrr.  1  ;irn  o|it>ii  tocoiivirtloit,  nnd  shall  obey  tbe  iuatrao- 
ns  of  CiiMfjii'ss  Willi  llni  in'»(t  piTfect  rC8lH!Ct. 
1  linvo  tl.r  iM.iioilubc,  etc, 

John  Adahs. 


J.  Adninii  to  tb«  Piesldent  of  Congrest.* 

I'AltiS,  March  24, 1780. 

Kilt:  It  1i:iR  lioiTi  oli.scrvttil  in  form  Or  letters  tlint  there  is  snarcoly  nn 
cxiuiiplo  (if  »iii:li  11  si't'iirs  oC  fortiiiiitte  iiiuideitts  OH  tliatwhiu)!  happened 
lo  liorljii>,v'8  llcul ;  iviiil  il,  inivy  bo  ))r(>]>cr  to  dilute  a  little  upon  some  o( 
Uu-tn'.  iii<riik>ntK,  U>  sliow  Mi:it  tlio  (MitliuHiiistio  applause  wliivh  is  giveu 
liiiii  Iiy  Mif.  Rorirt,  Uin  lonls,  tliv  <!ominnii!i,  and  the  city  of  Loudon  is 
no  otltcrwiKo  niciitiMl  than  by  the  boldnotts  of  hia  utiterprise, unless sim- 
pht  pood  fortimi!  in  mi'iit. 

It  lun.st  Im  nllowi'd  Muit  it  was  a  dcoperato  j>lan  in  the  minister  to 
order  liliu  out  on  Uh:  (I<'Hi;;ii  to  snccor  Uiliraltar,  andit  wnsadesitcrato 
rosolulion  in  him  to  iiridt^rtiike  %  bccanee  ho  bad  to  expect  to  meet 
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been  appointed  as  tho  place  of  rondezvous  and  rcnnion  in  case  of  sep- 
aration. Tlie  Ouardian  Angcl^  of  seventy  guns,  which  was  also  sepa- 
rated from  the  squjidron,  did  not  arrive  till  several  days  .after  Don  Gas- 
ton at  Cadiz,  having  suficred  very  mnch,  as  well  as  all  the  other  vessels, 
in  their  masts  and  rigging,  by  tho  bad  weather,  and  especially  by  the 
violent  gale  of  wind  which  they  met  with  on  the  1st  of  February  near 
the  Cape  of  St.  Vincent.  Of  the  five  remaining  Spanish  vessels,  four 
went  into  Ferrol — the  ASf^  Vincent  Ferries^  of  eighty  guns,  commanded 
by  Don  d'Acre,  lieutenant-general;  the  8L  Charles,  of  eighty ;  the  Yen- 
geuvj  of  seventy;  and  the  Septenirion,  of  sixty;  the  fifth,  named  the  8L 
Josephy  of  seventy,  by  Don  Orsorno,  chef  d'escadre,  returned  to  Brest 
disniiisted.  This  separation  and  dispersion  of  the  licet,  and  of  its  prin- 
cipal officers  exposed  Langara  and  made  liodney's  fortune ;  and  the 
necessity  the^e  vessels  were  in  of  reparation  gave  liberty  to  the  English 
fleet  to  put  to  sea  from  Gibraltar  and  regain  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  the 
13th  of  February  to  the  number  of  twenty-two  slii])sof  theline,  com- 
prehending those  of  Rodney,  Digby,  and  Koss,  and  four  of  the  vessels 
taken  from  the  Spaniards,  and  three  frigates,  with  twelve  merchant 
ships  under  their  convoy,  leaving  at  Gibraltar  the  iiJr7//ar,  of  seventy- 
four;  the  Panther,  of  sixty,  which  has  been  there  a  long  time;  and  the 
Ouipuscoa,  of  sixt^^-four  guns,  tiiken  from  the  S])aniards  on  the  Sth  of 
Jiinuary,  with  twenty-four  merchant  vessels  under  her  convoy. 

There  has  been  much  conversation  for  several  days  concerning  a 
Spanish  armament  preparing  at  Cadiz,  and  letters  from  Cartliagena 
say  that  the  regiment  of  infantry  called  the  Flankers'  regiment,  which 
bsvs  been  in  garrison  in  that  city,  has  been  com[)leted  by  orders  from 
court  from  the  regiment  of  Naples,  and  on  the  1st  of  IVlarcIi  the  first 
battalion  marched  for  Cadiz;  on  the  4th  of  March  the  second  battalion 
marched.  It  is  said  that  this  regiment  is  to  embark,  with  several  others, 
which  from  diii'erent  garrisons  have  arrived  at  the  same  place  for 
America,  in  all  parts  of  which,  according  to  a]>pearances,  the  English 
will  have  enough  to  do  to  mainUiin  their  ground  this  ensuing  campaign. 

In  Ireland,  on  the  22d  of  February,  an  assembly  of  the  gentlemen, 
clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  resolved  unanimously 
that  the  advantages  obtained  in  commerce  are  neither  complete  nor 
solidly  established  ;  that  the  sense  of  the  nation  is  that  the  Irish  par- 
liament alone,  in  concert  with  the  sovereign,  can  give  to  tiic  laws  al- 
ready obtained  of  thei)rlnce  their  obligatory  force;  tiiat  what  hius  been 
done  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  anything  more  than  a  great  begin- 
ning; and  that  the  general  hope  was  that  the  end  of  Mie  session  would 
be  as  advautjvgeous  to  the  political  constitution  of  the  country  as  the 
commencement  of  it  had  been  favorable  to  commerce ;  that  tlie  fathers 
of  the  country  .ire  particularly  requested  and  instructed  to  obtain  a 
declaratory  act,  which  may  preserve  forever  tho  free  and  independent 
sUite  of  Ireland,  and  by  introducing  some  necessary  modifications  of 
Poyning's  law  to  prevent  in  future  all  controversy  bt^twcen  the  king  and 
the  parliament  of  Irehind  concerning  f'uiidam(>Jital  laws. 


■  H-i  l)iri,OMATIf.!  CORKIiarONDENCE. 

Tlir^o  iimti'iicliniin  wnv  civoii  by  tlio  fllicrilfs  to  tlio  rc:|irc8eiitatiTes 
or  ]>iil>liii,  who  rttiHWficrl  that  tli<^y  wcro  coiiviuced  tbdt  no  foreigu 
Irfrislnlivo  ixiwcr  wli;ilsncvcr  Iiml  niiy  rifilit  or  ought  to  arrogate  to 
rist'lf  iui.v  iuiMinril.v  ovi-r  tlioir  iiftlioti,  ami,  without  injariag  tbe  legal 
;in<l  UiiDwi)  nnUiniily  nbirli  liiti  mi^jesty  linft  a  right  to  exercise  overUiifl 
l(iii;:il<ijii  in  a  inimtior  (^oiiritrniablo  to  tlio  law«,  tlioy  woubl  neglect 
niiMiiii^  lo  it1)l;ijii  :iri  :i(^t  which  nhoiilil  talco  away  ovcry  iiiijiist  restric- 
liciii  ntiil  wliii^li  KJMitilil  tc-iiil  to  assiiro  tbo  conntitiititmnl  iii<1cponilcnce 
ol'  l)ii'  kiii^'iIoFii.  Tills  is  xnid  to  Itc  the  geiieml  sciiae  of  the  whole 
Uiii;;rliini,Ki)  tlial  it  tiiiiy  duly  bo  Bald  tliut  tlioBrltlah  Cini>iro  in  crnm- 
liliii;;  1(>  fuvii-H  liki'  ;i  nipn  nf  naiKl,  iiiKoiiiiicli  tbat,if  the  war  BboiiUI  coii- 
triiiK^,  I  rIi:iI]  iioI.  be  :i|,  nit  HiirpriHcfl  if  even  Scotlniul  sboald  beconio 
tlisrniilcnli'il  willi  tlui  iiiiiDii,  and  tlio(lif<|>iit«fl  between  the  ministry  aikI 
\]n:  E:m\.  luiVvA  Company  sliuuld  tenivtnatc  in  tlie  indepomleiieeof  Asia; 
iiuy,  i1,  woiilil  lii^  III)  inii'iKile  if  the  Went  India  Inlands  sbonki  request 
llio  ]in>l<'cli<>ii  of  I'^niiico  or  Bpaiii  or  llio  United  States. 

1  will  tiiki;  Mk'.  liiNt  o|>i)ortnnity  to  write  u|>on  the  snbject  of  Lord 
Niirtli's  lomi,  wliicli,  t(i[;i'tlicr  with  the  other  ways  aud  nicaiia,  amoniits 
t(.  llin!im;i/,inj;s.Lm  ol  ,CJ(I,(174,0«0  sturllug. 
I  liivvo.  Ll.(^  homn-  to  l>o,  etc., 

JouN  Adams. 


MARCH   2(J,  J7W.  573 

Nevertheless,  as  these  iiersons  are  nnincroiis,  and  Iiavo  some  IVieiKis  in 
England  as  well  as  in  Auieriov,  where  they  hail  once  much  property, 
there  is  a  probability,  I  thinlc,  that  whenever  or  wherever  negotiations 
for  peace  may  be  eommencecl  they  and  their  estates,  now  almost  uni- 
versally conllscivted,  will  not  be  forgotten;  but  much  i)iiins  and  art 
will  be  employed  to  stipulate  for  them  in  the  tre^ity  both  a  restoration 
of  their  property  and  a  right  to  return  as  citixens  of  the  Stiites  to  which 
they  formerly  belonged.  It  is  very  possible,  however,  that  before  the 
tresvty  shall  be  nuule,  or  even  negotiations  commenced,  tliese  gentle- 
men will  become  so  unpopular  and  odious  that  the  people  of  England 
would  be  pleased  with  their  suilerings  and  punishment.  But  it  is  most 
probable  that  the  court  will  not  abandom  them  very  easily. 

I  should,  therefore,  be  very  happy  to  have  the  explicit  instructions 
of  Congress  upon  this  head,  whether  I  am  to  agree,  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever, to  an  article  which  shall  mlmit  of  their  return  or  the  restoration 
of  their  forfeited  estates.  There  are  sentiments  of  humanity  and  for- 
giveness which  i)lead  on  one  side;  there  are  reasons  of  state  and  politi- 
cal motives  (among  which  the  danger  of  admitting  such  mischievous 
persons  as  citizens  is  not  the  least  considerable)  which  argue  on  the 
other. 

I  shall  obey  the  instructions  of  Congress  with  the  ntmost  X)leasure; 
or  if,  for  any  reasons,  they  choose  to  leave  it  at  discretion,  if  I  ever 
should  have  the  opportunity  1  shall  determine  it,  without  listening  to 
any  passions  of  my  own  of  compassion  or  resentment,  according  to  my 
best  judgment  of  the  public  good.  There  is  another  point  of  very  great 
importance  which  1  am  ])ersuaded  will  be  aimed  at  by  the  English 
ministers — 1  am  sure  it  will  by  the  people  of  England — whenever  terms 
of  peace  shall  be  talked  of.  For  facilitating  the  return  of  commerce, 
they  will  wish  to  have  it  stiiailated  by  the  treaty  that  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  shall  have  the  rights  of  citizens  in  America  and  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  the  rights  of  sul)jects  in  the  British  domin- 
ions. Some  of  the  consetpicnces  of  such  an  agreement  to  them  and  to 
us  are  obvious  and  very  important;  but  they  are  so  numerous  that  it  is 
dillicult  to  determine  whether  so  great  a  question  should  he  left  to  my 
determination.  If,  howtner,  contrary  to  my  inclinations,  it  should  fall 
to  my  lot  to  decide  it  without  instructions,  it  shall  be  decided  according 
to  my  conscience  and  the  best  lights  1  have. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  AdAiMS. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.  " 

Pa  HIS,  March  20,  1780. 
Sir:  On  the  2d  day  of  this  month  the  news  of  the  royal  consent  to 
the  bill   which  the  British  rarliameut  has  i>avssed  for  granting  to  Ire- 
land a  free  commerce  with  the  American  Colonies,  the  West  Indies,  and 
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tliti  coDHt.  <il'  Alri(':k  w.m  i^clobnttcit  in  Dublin  liy  piiblic  rcJoiciii|;8 ;  tl 
(•iiriN  of  tlio  t>:>''l^  wiTu  <)i»clmi'f;(Ml,  tlio  gnirfsoii  tiifwle  a/en  dejoiey  tl 
<mkI1i>  iind  ttUniv  piihlii;  liiiihliii^i]  wuru  ilhiiiihiiitoil,  lui  woll  as  Ror 
|inv:ito  lioii.tcH.  Tint  Kovtii'iiiiicrit  woro  probiibiy  encouraged  to  tlio 
il(.-iiii>iiMti'ii(tuim  1)1' Joy  hy  Uio  motion  wliidt  was  miwlu  tlio  dny  bofoi 
Mi:il  in,  tliu  Istof  Miircli,  by  Mr.  DoniiiH  Daly,  in  tlio  liousoof  Goi 
inonrt,  for  iiii  iiililn-.ss  ol'  tliimkH  to  tlio  king,  to  wliiuli  l>otU  parU 
iiiiiiiiiiiioiisly  {!iiiiK('iit(Ml,  not  oxcoptiiif;  tlio  )irinciiinl  patriots,  such 
Mr.  O-rU;  Mi:  Miissy  lliirgli,  and  Mr.  Cliattan. 

'i'lio  address  rimtiiiiiR  an  anrtiininuc  of  Llioir  attachment  to  tlio  roy 
lH>i'm>ri  and  gov<triiiiioiit  of  Uio  king ;  a  profession  of  fcratitudo  Tor  li 
iti:\jcst,v'.s  iitiiiHi'inipli'd  attuntion  to  tho  interest  of  Ireland,  and  f 
tliu  li:i|i|iy  uittirulioii  wliiidi  (lie  wimlum  of  lits  councils  and  tbo  liber 
mMiliiiicnlH  of  tim  Itritisli  I'arliaiiR-nt  liavo  ofTocted  in  tho  sitnation 
tlirii'  iilbiivK.  Tlit'y  express  a  double  satisfaction  for  the  lioneflta  n^hti 
hiive  been  [^lanlt'd  them,  becanso  tbey  appear  to  tlioni  to  be  an  effle 
cioiis  reinody  for  tlie  p<>v<>rty  of  that  coniitry,  and  becimao  they  rnniit 
an  tMi<]iK-»tiiinablo  proof  of  that  fratonial  anection  which  tliey  thii 
tlioy  have  a  right  to  cx|)ect  from  tireat  Britain,  and  which  they  w 
coitstniilty  eiideiiviir  to  ciiltivato  and  angnicnt  to  the  most  perfect  d 
gice  of  niiiliial  eonliileni^e.  They  profOMSthusincorest  pleasure  in  Hn 
itig  that  tlio  ties  wliiiii  have  ever  unite<l  tlio  two  Idndoms  have  be< 
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their  reprosciitativcs,  and  tlioir  answer,  as  well  as  by  those  of  the 
couoty  of  Dublin,  wliich  remain  to  be  coniumnicated.  On  the  7th  of 
March  there  was  heUl  atKilmainliaui  an  assembly  ol  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Dublin,  wheu  the  following  iustruetions  to  their  repre- 
seuUitives  were  agreed  on  : 

We,  your  conAtitiients,  deHirini;  to  ackiiowlcMlgo.  oh  wo  (>ii;;1it,  tli«  aclvaiit:ij;osonr 
cotuuierco will derivo  from  tlio particular  attoiitioii  wliich  hin  luajoisty  luiMj^i vtMi  it,  from 
the  intsgrity  of  oiirParliauioiit,  tlio  firiinicsH  of  onr  conn  try  iiion,  aud  tlin  jnstico  wliicli 
the  English  nation  begins  to  render  ns,  wo  declare  to  yon  that  what  CoIIowm  is  tlie  prin- 
cipal cause  of  onr  joy  upon  tliis  occ:i8ion.  It  appears  to  us  l<hat  the  df^siru  of  monop- 
olizing coniniorce  was  the  only  motive  which  conld  nniko  Kn«;land  inia<;ino  that  Hhe 
had  aright  to  usurp  a  legitimate  authority"  over  thi*s  kingdom,  and  from  tite  moment 
when  she  renounced  tliis  monopoly  she  has  taken  away  the  principal  obstacle  which 
opp080<l  onr  liberty,  and  conscciuontly  the  British  nation  will  not  arrogate  to  itself 
»u  arbitrary  power  from  which  she  can  derive  no  other  advantjige  than  Mi:it  ol'  reduc- 
ing this  kingdom  to  slavery.  Wo  desire  to  know,  morctivcr.  whctlicr  the  united 
efforts  of  the  parliament  and  people  of  Ireland  ought  to  con  lino  llicms<>lv('s  ko  as  to 
leave  this  island  in  a  state  of  dependence  ami  submission  to  Iuwh  to  which  the  uiUion 
has  never  consented,  to  laws  dictated  by  a  Parliament  in  which  hIio  has  no  roiMescnta- 
th'esf  Let  it  not  be  said  this  power  attributed  to  the  English  ParlianuMit  is  chi- 
tuerical.  We  luay  see  the  proofs  of  it  even  in  the  repeal  of  several  of  tlio  acts  and  in 
this,  that  some  persons  declare,  however  falsely,  that  this  [tower  is  fonmled  upon 
law.  Having  an  equal  right  to  ]>olitical  liberty  ami  (o  commerce,  but  deprived  of 
both,  and  Doverthelcss  content  to  be  restored  to  the  enjoyment  of'  a  free  commerce 
alone,  will  it  not  appear  that  we  absolutely  give  up  the  former  1  This  idea  would  i)e 
absurd.  It  is,  then,  our  duty  to  declare  to  the  universe  tli.'it  wo  are  oC  right  a  free 
iiation,  not  to  be  subjected  to  any  laws  but  such  as  are  nni<le  by  the  king  and  parlia- 
lueut  of  Ireland. 

Desirous  of  nothing  so  nnich  as  to  live  always  in  good  int<Oligenee  with  the  IJritish 
nation,  on  account  of  the  union  of  the  two  cr(»wtiH,  onriiiHtrnelions  are,  that  yon  hIiuII 
make  the  greatest  eflortii  to  obtain  an  act  which  shall  establish  forever  the  indnpend- 
euceof  the  legislative  power  of  Ireland.  Wo  wish,  moreover,  (hat  yon  would  en- 
deavor to  qualify  Poyning's  law,  by  taking  away  from  the  i»rivy  council  tim  legisla- 
tive power.  In  accomplishing  these  Important  objects  yt»u  will  actjniro  honor  to 
yourselves  ami  give  satisfiiction  to  the  nation. 

It  is  not  to  bo  doubted  that  yon  will  also  fall  upon  sonu^  plan  of  economy,  by  mak- 
ing savings,  which  are  become  necessary  to  incrense  the  revenue  <»f  the  crown  and 
improve  the  commerce  of  the  nation. 

It  seems  now  very  plain  that  the  Irish  nation  aspiros  to  an  indeiuMMl- 
ence  of  Great  Britain  the  most  unlimited,  and  arknowlcd^jfcs  no  other 
coniiectiou  with  her  but  tiiat  of  aU'ection  and  snbjretion  to  the  same 
king.  The  troops  already  raised  by  associations  amount  to  between 
sixty  and  seventy  thousand  men,  which  are  to  be  forthwith  angmcnted 
by  ten  thousand  more,  who  are  to  be  formed  of  count  ry  men ;  each  ollicer 
is  to  furnish  four,  who  will  be  clothed  and  paid  out  of  the  funds  that  each 
regiment  will  establisii  for  this  purpose.  The  principal  objects  of  these 
armed  associations  are  said  to  be  a  free  and  unlimited  commerce  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  excei)t  only  the  East  Indies.  The  repeal  of  Toy n- 
ing'slaw,  passed  umler  Jlcnry  the  Seventh,  and  another  under  (ieorge 
the  First,  which  restrains  tiie  legislative  authority  of  the  Irish  parlia- 
meut,  with  au  express  clause  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  ought  and 
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k1i;i11  bo  forever  iwul  wholly  exempt  from  !i1l  kind  of  control  and  depend- 
ence of  the  Uritish  Parrnuiient  in  hII  civses  whatsoever.  That  students 
shall  no  lonj^er  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  Temple  in  Loudon  and  other  semi- 
naries in  Knghmd  to  study  law.  But  in  future  they  shall  study  iu  the 
university  of  J)ublin,  under  proper  professors,  and  shall  be  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Ireland  by  the  lord  chancellor  and  the  other  judges  after  a 
proper  examination  ;  the  judges  to  be  natives,  except  the  chancellor; 
the  bishops  also  to  be  natives. 

in  the  nuMin  time  the  slightest  circumstances  may  blow  up  the  flames 
of  war  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  would  have  been  done  some 
weeks  ago  if  the  regular  olUcers  of  the  king's  troops  had  not  given  way 
to  the  Dublin  volunteers. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JOUN   ADA31S. 


•  A.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.* 

L'Oribnt,  March  26,  1780. 

Dear  Stii :  I  have  but  one  moment  to  thank  you  for  your  favor,  with 
one  from  liondcni  enclosed,  which  1  received  on  my  return  from  l^rest. 
We  are  likely  to  be  detained  here  by  the  prize  money  for  the  JSerapis^ 
etc.,  not  being  paid,  without  which  the  crew  of  the  Alliance  threaten  a 
mutiny.  If,  as  I  np))rehend  it  may,  the  application  I  requested  you  to 
make  to  Mr.  G.  should  at  all  interfere  with  your  plan,  which  1  think 
very  prud(5nt,  of  ke(j[»ing  as  free  as  possible  from  those  disputes,  which 
indeed  aie  a  reproach  to  us,  1  beg  you  will  think  no  more  of  it.  What 
h'fis  been  Genu'<rs  (conduct  since  his  arrival  and  wliat  his  reception  t 
lie  is  a  man  to  be  observed  narrowly,  i  do  not  mean  on  my  account, 
but  on  tiiat  of  the  public,  to  whicii  I  think  he  will  yet  do  much  mis- 
chief if  he  is  listened  to.      Farewell. 


Franklin  to  Dumas. t 

Tassy,  March  liO,  1780. 

Dear  ISir:  It  is  some  time  since  I  liave  written  to  you,  having 
notliing  material  to  (•omniunicate ;  bur.  I  received  duly  your  letters  of 
February  1,  IS,  25,  March  2,  1 1,  1'5,  17,  and  23^  and  thank  you  for  the 
intelligence  tliey  contain.  Tlie  last  this  minute  came  to  hand,  and  I 
shall  answer  it  separately. 

I  pray  you  to  assure  M. of  my  respect,  and  that  it  wjis  only 

on  one  i>acket  for  liini  that  1  ]>ut  my  name,  when  I  thought  to  have 
sent  it  by  a  friend.     Tlie  baseness  of  the  post-ofllce  opening  it  surprises 

*7.J.  Ail.iiim'  WoiUk,  1:K 
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me.    No  other  letter  for  bini  has  since  passed  through  my  hand.    If 
any  others  come  to  me  for  him  I  shall  send  tlieni  under  cover  to  you. 

I  forwanled  your  letter  to  Captain  Jones.    1  do  not  know  which  of 

his  English  pilots  it  wiis  mentioned  in  yours  to .     1  know  he  has 

been  generous  to  an  excess  with  them.    Explain  to  me,  if  you  please, 
the  fact  that  is  the  subject  of  that  letter  and  who  Mr.  (lordon  is. 

I  am  curious  to  know  what  the  States  will  do  about  the  conGsciition 
of  the  goods  taken  in  Hylank's  convoy. 

I  receive<l  your  large  pjickets ;  that  for  Captain  Jones  shall  be  care- 
fully sent  to  him.    I  thank  you  for  the  philosophical  pieces,  which  I 
will  read  attentively  as  soon  as  I  hivve  time.    The  original  acts  of  Con- 
federation are  very  curious,  and  will  be  accoi»tal)le  to  Congress. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  afleclionately, 

B.  Franklin. 


Fraiiklin  to  Dumas.* 

Passy,  March  29,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  did  receive  the  letter  you  mentioned  to  have  encloi^ed 
for  Mr.  Carmichael  in  yours  of  the  25th  of  February.  I  had  before  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  him  dated  at  Cadiz,  acquainting  me  that  he  was 
just  setting  out  for  Madrid,  and  desiring  I  would  send  him  a  credit  there 
for200]ouis.  Mr.  F.  Grand,  our  banker  here,  had  undertaken  to  do 
this  with  his  correspondent,  a  banker  tlieie.  1.  not  knowing  how  to 
address  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  at  JMadrid,  sent  it  to  Mr.  Grand's 
to  be  put  under  his  cover  to  his  bnnker,  who  might  deliver  it  to  Mr. 
Carmichael,  as  he  would  necessarily  find  out  his  lodging,  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  credit. 

The  day  after  Sir  George  Grand  was  gone  for  Holland  his  brother 
came  to  me,  and  expressing  a  great  deal  of  concern  and  vexation,  tohl 
me  that  Sir  George  seeing  that  letter  on  his  desk,  said,  tliis  superscrip- 
tion is  M.  Dumas'  handwriting;  and  some  time  afterwards  came  to  him 
with  the  letter  in  his  open  hand,  saying,  this  letter  is  full  of  ingratitude 
(or  some  words  to  that  purpose)  and  I  will  carry  it  to  Holland,  and  show 
it  to  the  ambsissador,  and  that  he  hnd  accordingly  carried  it  away  with 
him,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  or  could  be  said  to  the  contrary; 
that  it  gave  him  infinite  piiin  to  acquaint  me  with  tin's  action  of  his 
brother,  but  he  thought  it  right  I  should  know  the  truth. 

1  did  not  mention  this  to  you  before,  hoping  that  upon  rellcction  Sir 
George  would  not  show  the  letter  to  the  ambassador,  but  seal  it  up 
again  and  send  it  forward,  and  I  was  desirous  to  avoid  increasing  the 
misunderstanding  between  you  and  Sir  George.  But,  as  1  understood 
by  yours  to  M.  Boudoin,  that  he  has  actujilly  done  it,  I  see  no  reason  to 
keep  it  longer  a  secret  from  you.    If  J  had  known  it  to  be  a  letter  of 
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i^oiiKcqiiRiice,  1  filioiiM  iiovcrtliolecis  linvo  hikon  the  same  inethwl  of 
(orw lulling;  it,  nol.  iTiiviiif;  tliu  least  Biiii])icion  tbat  »ny  poraon  in  tliat 
liDiisu  wniilil  li;i.vo  taken  tto  iiiiwnr  run  table  a  liberty  with  it  But  1  am 
now  (ixnoodiiij^I.v  sorry  tint  I  (lid  uot  rather  acml  it  to  the  Spanish 
aiiiliiissiulor'ij.  hni  mo  know  in  your  next  what  you  may  think  proper 
tu  cuiiininniciitn  to  mc  of  the  couteule  of  it. 
1  ni»,ctc, 

B.  FBAIfKLin. 


J.  Adams  to  tbe  Praaideot  of  CooBreaa. 

Pahis,  March  29, 1780. 

Sir:  I  think  it  my  <lnty  to  Iny  bofoto  Congress  what  may  occur  in 
lioliinitl  leliilive  to  tlie  itrcsont  war,  nt  I<>aRt  until  Ibc  arrival  of  Mr. 
LaiiiciiH,  wIjd.m)  inL'senoo  in  much  iluaircd  there.  Muny  aii])earance8 
iiiiiivo  it  prolisiblclliiit  tlinKmspingaiid  vindictive  tomi>er  of  the  IJinglish 
will  compel  Mioro[iul)lic  into  tlio  war.  If  they  do  take  apart,  it  is  very 
certain  it  nil!  bo  ngainst  England.  As  |>lundcr  and  revenge  are  the 
Ino  present  ruling  pnstijons  of  the  English,  itie  probable  that  a  war  with 
Ilolluiid  is  r.itlicr  wislieil  for  than  otherwise,  because  the  inluiatry  and 
tlioir  iirincipul  BnpporlcrR  »ccin  to  have  no  idea  thnt  it  is  possible  to 
make  tliiM(;H  worse,  and  ill  I  tlio  plunder  they  can  getwillbesoiuucb  clear 
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This  resolatiou  was  taken  the  29th  of  February,  aud  laid  before  the 
States-General,  wlio,  after  debating  upon  it,  detcrniiucMl  t-o  require  the 
deputies  of  the  otiier  provinces  to  obtain  ivs  soon  as  possible  the  decis- 
ion of  their  provinces  upon  the  same  subject.  These  two  provinces, 
Holland  and  Fricsland,  have  already  decided  for  unlimited  convoys. 

Sir  Joseph  Torke,  on  the  21st  of  Msirch  instant,  laid  before  their  high 
mightinesses  another  memorial,  insisting  on  the  aid  which  he  had  de- 
manded before,  upon  condition,  in  case  of  refusal,  that  his  master  would, 
after  three  months,  consider  all  treaties  between  the  two  countries  as 
null,  and  in  which  he  contends  that  the  protection  afforded  to  Captain 
Jones,  whom  he  calls  a  pirate,  in  the  Texel  and  in  Amslerdain,  was  a 
violation  of  the  treaties. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  comprehend  the  dispute  between  (Ireat  Brit- 
tain  and  the  States-Qeneral,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  tliat,  by  the 
marine  treaty  between  the  two  powers,  concluded  at  The  Hague,  in  10G7, 
all  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  Provinces  may,  with  all 
safety  and  freedom,  sail  and  traflic  in  all  the  kingdoms,  countries,  and 
estates  which  are  or  shall  be  in  peace,  amity,  or  neutrality  with  the 
States-General,  without  any  hindrance  or  molestation  from  the  ships- 
of-war,  gallies,  frigates,  barques,  or  other  vessels  belonging  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  or  any  of  his  subjects,  upon  occasion  or  account  of  any 
war  which  may  hereafter  happen  between  the  Kiug  of  Great  Brit-iiin 
and  the  above  said  kingdoms,  countries,  aud  estates,  or  any  of  them, 
which  are,  or  shall  be,  in  peace,  amity,  or  neutrality  with  the  States- 
General  ;  and  this  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  extend  to 
all  sorts  of  merchandise,  excepting  contraband  goods.  That  this  term 
of  contraband  goods  is  to  be  understood  to  comprehend  all  sorts  of  Jire- 
arms,  their  appurtenances,  and  jill  other  utensilsof  war  called  in  French 
^^servans  h  Vusage  de  la  giierrCj^^  and  that  under  this  head  of  contraband 
goods  these  following  shall  not  be  comprehended :  corn,  wheat,  or 
other  grain,  pulse,  oils,  wine,  salt,  or  generally  anything  that  belongs 
to  the  nourishment  or  sustenance  of  life,  but  they  shall  remain  free,  as 
likewise  all  other  merchandise  and  commodities  not  comprehended  in 
the  foregoing  article,  and  the  transportation  of  them  shall  be  permitted 
even  into  places  at  enmity  with  Great  Britain,  except  such  places  are 
besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested.  Masts,  yards,  ship  timber,  and 
hemp,  the  articles  now  in  dispute,  are  not  contraband  by  this  treaty  or 
by  the  law  of  nations.  Yet  Great  Britain,  in  the  hours  of  her  insolence 
and  madness,  which  are  not  yet  at  an  end,  makes  no  scruple  to  seize, 
condemn,  and  confiscate  tliem.  She  pretends  that  jis  the  Dntch  refnse 
to  her  the  aid  she  demands  by  treaty,  she  has  a  right  to  seize  upon 
masts,  timber,  and  hemp,  which  are  not  proliil)ited  by  treaty.  Not  to 
enter  into  the  inquiry  whether  the  present  cjise  is  such  as  by  the 
treaties  obliges  the  Dutch  to  furnish  her  aid,  but  admitting  for  argu- 
ment's sake  it  is  so,  yet  the  consequences  will  not  follow.  It  would 
only  follow  that  Great  Britain  was  absolved  from  the  obligation  of  the 
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treaty,  not  tiy  uiiy  iticitiiH  titnt  she  is  disvbarfred  from  the  obligations 

Ortliuliiwof  IDllillllR. 

I  Iiitve  tlio  IioiKir  to  ho.,  with  great  respect,  etc, 

JouH  Adams. 


Vergoiinea  to  J.  Adamo.* 
[TrniiaUtlon.] 

Vbrsailles,  March  30,  1780. 
Silt:  1  liiivc  icccivcil  tliu  letter  wiiicli  you  did  me  tlie  lioiior  to  write 
oil  tliu  '21st.  iiiHtiiiit.  I  nMneiiil»er  very  ircll  to  liave  said  to  ;ou  tbat 
your  iircsctitnlioii  »lioiild  be  inserted  iu  tbo  Onzetto  of  Fraiioo,  but 
li'uttt  tbo  itironiiaUnti  1  liivvo  siiic»  ubtniiied  it  scorns  tbat  tbe  preseotn- 
tioiiK,  whctliur  of  iiiiibnssiiilors  or  luiiiislers  plenipotentiary,  are  not  tbus 
iiinioiiiiccd  ill  oiir  (laxettv,  ami  it  would  bare  tbe  appearance  of  aifecta- 
tion  to  iti.sert  yoiirn.  As  si  substitiito,  I  ^vilt  liave  it  inentioQod,  if  you 
wisli,  in  tlio  Mcrcurv.  dc  Fia)we,  and  you  oaii  take  measures  to  bftve  tbe 
notice  lejiealcd  in  llie  fiucij^Ti  giizettcs. 
I  liiivo  tlie  lioDoi'  to  be,  etc., 

Db  VBRaENNKB. 


(Inift  of  an  article  wliicb  I  propose  to  send  to  tbe 
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my  countrymen,  who  have  heretofore  been  under  ine  Bame  niistako 
with  myself. 

I  approve  very  much  of  your  excellency's  proposition  of  inserting  my 
presentation  in  the  Mercury  of  France,  and  shall  take  measures  to  have 
it  repeated  in  the  foreign  gazettes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  30, 1780. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  copies  of  certain  letters 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  write  to  the  Count  do  Vorgenncs  and 
others  which  1  have  received  from  him. 

It  seems  that  the  presentations  of  tlie  Amcric<'in  commissioners  and 
ministers  plenipotentiary  have  not  been  inserted  in  the  Gazette,  which 
oc(»isioned  some  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  some  of  our  countrymen,  a49 
they  thought  it  a  neglect  of  us,  and  a  distinction  between  our  sovereign 
and  others.  The  enclosed  letters  will  explain  this  matter,  and  show  that 
no  distinction  Inus  been  made  between  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  other  powers. 

I  ought  to  confess  to  Congress  that  the  delicacy  of  the  Count  do  Vcr- 
gennes  about  communicating  my  powers  is  not  perfectly  consonant  to 
my  manner  of  thinking,  and  if  I  had  followed  my  own  judgment  I  should 
have  pursued  a  bolder  plan,  by  communicating,  immediately  after  my 
arrival,  to  Lord  George  Germain  my  full  powers  to  treat  both  of  peace 
and  commerce;  but  I  hope  Congress  will  approve  of  my  counnunicatiug 
first  to  this  court  my  destination  and  asking  their  advice  and  then 
pursuing  it,  because  I  think  no  doubt  can  be  made  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  conduct  my  negotiations  at  present  in  concert  with  our  ally,  jvs  I 
have  hitherto  done. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

rlOlIN   Auams. 


J.  Adams  to  (he  President  of  Congress.* 

Tauis,  March  30,  1780. 

Sir  :  There  is  an  anecdote  which  causes  a  great  speculation  at  present, 
because  it  is  supposed  to  show  the  tendency  of  things  in  Ireland,  and 
what  is  to  be  expected  by  Great  Britain  if  the  minisfry  should  oppose 
themselves  to  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  nation.  On  the  23d  of  February 
three  bodies  of  volunteers— those  of  Dublin,  counnandcd  by  Colonel 
John  Allen,  those  of  the  Liberties,  commanded  by  SirlCdward  Newing- 
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lior  Itmly  t»)iiiiimii(lGcl  by  Mr.  Taylor — [issemblecl  at  the 
II  wlieiici'  tliv.v  infulo  iL  loiiff  mnruli  in  n  circuit  of   four 
,tiii(;il  wit.li  oUici-vulunt^nrs  on  horseback  to  tbo  imrk,tlic 
liicli  worn  p;ii:inl(!il  by  flvo  other  cor|»8  of  volanteera, 
'  WLMit  throiiffh  tlic  Kiaiieiivcrs  find    firings  with  ns  much 
I  |irei;i»ioii  a«  nny  rogiihir  troo|ifl.    They  were  there  reviewed 
:o  of   lA'iiistor,  iia  gciienil  and  coinmaiider-in  chief,  aeconi- 
|lli  fiiiir  niiln  ilociiiiip,  niid  they  nil  rendered  to  this  noblcmnn 
innorrt  nliiio.st  eijniil  to  tlioRe  wliiuh  arc  reiidorcd  to  a  king. 
iiig  from  llio  ri^view,  the  voliintooro  met  iu  Itarraelc  street  a 
luiitof  the  royal  tniD|is  inarvliinf;  to  theonstlc.     These  rcr)nired 
vohtntcers  ahonhl  turn  out  of  tho  way,  and  endeavored  to 
'irraiiliN;  but  the  voliinNterH,  with  their  bayonets  fixeil  and 
,  Htooil  tlieir  grnnnd  and  disoovereil  such  a  resolution,  that  tho 
Hiiidiii^  ofliccr  of  the  kinfi's  troops  ordered  them  to  halt,  and  de- 
K[iciilc  with  tho  Duke  of  Ijcinstor.    Tliej  entered  into  i>  oonfer- 
riio  regiiliir  troops  jirnteiidcd  tbej'  bad  a  right  to  the  pavement 
■ic  troops  of  the  king.    Tho  voliiiitocrs  thought  thoy  had  a  right  to 
*  freo  citizens,  voluntarily  armocl  for  the  defense  of  their  conn- 
I  ami  t'oiiserinently  snjicrior  to  mere,  moreeiiitnos.    Tbey  supported 
irgnment.s  by  |iii'p:initionR  for  battle;  the  people  declared  thum- 
Ives  in  favor  of  tlll^  vobintocrn   tiy  collecting  together  a  sufliciont 
iitity  of  RtoneH  to  nvcrwliclin  tbo  troops,  who  at  last  gave  way  in 
(dor  to  avoid  a  scene  of  lilood.    TLe  next  day  the  volunteers  sent  to 
viceroy  an  excn.fo,  but  roiir.iied  in  terms  winch  .justified  their  eon- 
t  as  iit'cossary  to  nniint.iiin  the  liberty,  independence,  and  dignity  of 
|Mio  nation.     I  have  seen  so  mnch  of  the  Spirit  of  the  king's  troops  in 
intcRt»  between  them  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  ns  to  know 
Tlic  vohinteerH  must  have  great  confi- 
ml  the  king's  troops  cqnal  dillldcnceof 
iriuinato  in  this  manner. 
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self.    In  this  you  will  also  very  mach  oblige  ino,  who  would  by  no  menus 

have  my  name  publicly  mentioned  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  depend  on 

your  compliance. 

B.  Franklin. 


W.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.* 

Brussels,  March  30, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the  2l8t 
instant.  Tiie  name  of  the  person  you  wish  to  know  is  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  brother  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  field  marshal  andconimandcr- 
inchief  of  the  Dutch  land  force,  lie  is  not  liked  b}'  his  family,  as  tlioy 
conceive  he  is  too  much  attached  to  the  house  of  Austria.  The  quin- 
tuple alliance  that  you  mention,  I  conceive,  is  only  the  conjecture  of 
some  politicians;  for  there  is  not  in  fact  any  solid  appearance  of  the 
Dutch  resenting,  like  men  or  an  independent  nation,  the  cruel  injuries 
and  insults  (that  would  be  intolerable  to  any  other  people)  which  they 
have  received  from  the  English.  The  Prince  of  Orange,  the  better  to 
deceive,  and  perhaps  retlecting  on  the  fate  of  De  Witt,  pretended  to 
resent  highly  the  insult  offered  to  his  Hag;  but  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  must  be  only  a  jiretense,  when  you  know  that  Admiral  Byland 
is  to  be  honorably  acquitted;  and,  in  consequence,  it  is  expected  that 
the  best  captain  in  the  Dutch  navy  will  resign. 

I  hope  you  did  not  construe  my  last  into  any  design  of  drawing  from 
you  any  of  the  secrets  of  your  mission,  for,  believe  me,  I  have  no  such 
curiosity,  being  quite  satisfied  with  that  information  respecting  it  which 
the  world  is,  and  Inis  been  a  long  time  in  possession  of;  and,  besides,  I 
know  too  well  how  extremely  necessary  circumspection  and  secrecy  are 
to  procure  success  to  a  negotiation. 

Diffidence  and  distrust  of  an  enemy  are  always  warrantable,  but 
particularly  so  when  one  has  had  repeated  experience  of  their  duplicity 
and  treachery;  the  fatal  experience  of  the  Dutch  in  the  negotiations 
at  Qertruydenberg,  as  well  as  many  other  examples,  teach  us  that  dis- 
trust and  resentment  should  not  be  carried  to  unreasonable  lengths. 

A  great  and  good  man  has  wisely  observed  that  the  best  time  to 
make  peace  is  when  your  enemy  wishes  for  it;  and  I  hope  thiit  the  af> 
fairsof  Ireland,  with  vigorous  and  well-directed  operations  on  our  part 
this  csimpaign,  will  reduce  our  enemies  to  wish  for  peace  in  earnest  be- 
fore this  year  ends,  althougli  they  seem  to  bo  getting  the  better  of  the 
opposition  at  home,  which  it  appears  they  are  determined  to  do  either 
by  fraud  or  violence,  as  the  papers  will  tell  you  how  njirrowly  the  life 
of  Lord  Shelburne  has  escaped  one  of  the  Scotch  assassins.! 


•7  .Toliii  Adams'  Works,  liO. 

t  This  aUmles  to  tho  duel  whicli  took  placo  on  tlio  22d  of  Muh  month  lictwcon  Lord 
Shclbnrno  and  a  Mr.  FiiIlertoi»,  in  wliich  tlio  former  was  woundc<1.  Ilorairo  Walpolo 
treats  tho  matter  in  a  very  dilftTout  view.  Sou  hi.s  letter  to  Sir  Horace  Manu,  Apr. 
8,  1780.— Note  to  7  John  Adams'  Works,  141. 


r>84  niPI^OMATIC  CORRB8P0HDENCE. 

^ViMl  tiilltiito  )>li<n.xiii'<'  I  .tliall  commitiiicdto  lo  you  wlint  information 
I  iiiDy  n'iM'.ivc  in  my  loltrrinciit  of  the  iiiitiiro  yoii  inny  requirn;  bat  1 
ii|i|>ic'lii>tiit  Ihiit  a  Ti'w  hiiiiilrcd  pounds  sterling  per  nnnnin,  proiicrlj 
»]i|ilic(l,  iiij;;)it  pt'onin-  yiiii  Hiutli  intulli^tuiioo  lu  wonlil  bo  wortJi  luillioiiti 
(o  Anii^riciii;  for  in  our  i!n<'n)ie.<*'  quarters  Kvcry  thinirgoes  by  parcbaso 
mill  s)il<^,  (lict'crorc  i(.  wiir  1iJf;U  lime  Tor  uk  to  hnvc  done  xritli  tlioin. 

Wo  Ikivi)  iin  Mit<>lli;;i^n<;f!  nl'tlie  nrrivnl  of  Mr.  Lnurous,  tliougli  tlierA 
iii-o  Utitov.i  ivliieli  iiicrilioii  hi^  being  nmbftrkotl. 

Tlie  Kp.iniiinlH  nil!  <l<i  well  to  keep  n  watclifiil  oyo  on  tlio  buccaneer- 
ing; cxpcdilimi  now  pri'iiiutng  iu  Euglaud  against  tUeir  possessions  in 
Hoiitli  Anuiiicii. 

1  bave  tlii«  lionoi'  In  lie,  etc., 

William  Lbb. 


J.  Adama  to  A.  Lee.* 

Paris,  March  31, 1780. 

Srn  :  I  itave  received  yours  of  (be  2ntb  and  lliat  of  tlio  ICtU  of  tliis 
inonLb.     I  ciidose  n  v.o]>y  of  llie  lett4ir  yon  dcaire. 

M.  (iiiniier  is  gone  into  tint  country,  and  1  liave  uot  seen  bim  since  I 
arrived  linre.  Mr.  Ixard,  however,  baa  seen  bim  nnd  will  givo  yon  a 
Kntisfiinfnry  iicconut  of  wliitt  lio  says. 

ir  I  were  In  ;i|iply  lo  tln^  oUier  gentlcmnn  yon  know  what  yonld  Iw 
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Franklin  to  CarmichaeL  * 

Parsy,  March  31,  1780. 

Deab  Sib:  I  received  by  M.  Oernrd  ^our  kiiul  letter  written  at 
Philadelphia.    Ilis  safe  return  has  given  me  gresit  pleasure. 

As  Boou  as  I  received  yours  of  January  25,  from  O.idiz,  I  ordered  a 
credit  of  1,000  louis  d'ors  to  be  lodged  for  Mr.  Jay  and  you  by  M.  Grand 
with  his  banker  at  Madrid.  Ho  wrote  by  the  next  post.  It  does  not 
appear  by  yours  of  March  13  that  yon  had  then  been  acquainted  with 
this  or  received  my  letter.  This  surprised  me,  nnd  I  inquired  of  M. 
Orand  about  it,  who  tells  mo  that  a  letter  from  his  correspondent  of 
March  12  mentions  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  ho  supposes  that  M. 
d'Yranda  would  soon  find  you  out. 

The  M.  de  la  Fayette  is  gone  again  to  America.  lie  took  leave  at 
court  in  his  American  uniform.  lie  carries  with  him  a  warm  heart  for 
our  cause  and  country.  Dr.  Bancroft  is  just  returned  here  from  L'Orient, 
where  he  has  been  to  assist  in  getting  one  of  our  frigates  out,  the  Alli- 
ance.   He  will  probably  write  to  you  by  next  post. 

I  thank  you  for  your  intelligence  of  the  state  of  niiairs  at  home  and 
for  the  extracts  of  Mr.  Lee's  philippics  against  me.  Such  they  wore 
intended,  but  when  I  consider  him  as  the  most  malicious  enemy  I  ever 
had  (though  without  the  smallest  cause),  that  he  shows  so  clearly  his 
abundant  desire  to  accuse  and  defame  me,  and  that  all  his  charges  are 
so  frivolous,  so  ill  founded,  and  amount  to  so  little,  I  esteem  them 
rather  as  panegyrics  upon  me  and  satires  against  himself. 

I  am  glad  to  understand  by  yours  of  February  11>  and  March  17  that 
you  had  met  with  so  agreeable  a  reception  at  Madrid.  Tlio  more  so,  as 
I  once  imagined  that  the  long  delay  of  that  court  in  acceding  to  the 
treaty  had  a  dubious  ai)pearance. 

llere  I  have  every  proof  of  the  utmost  cordiality  and  the  sincerest 
good-will  to  us  and  our  cause.  It  is  true  I  do  not  obtain  all  I  have 
been  directed  to  ask  for.  The  committee  of  commerce  sent  me  over  an 
invoiceofgoods,amounting,  I  guess,  to  more  than  12,000,000  of  livres.  I 
have  been  obliged  to  abridge  it  greatly,  the  sum  granted  menotsufllcing. 
I  send,  however,  some  of  the  most  necessary  articles,  viz,  fifteen  thousand 
complete  dress  for  soldiers,  fifteen  thousand  new  fusils,  and  one  thousand 
barrels  of  gunpowder.  If  Mr.  Jay  can  obtain  a  sum  from  Spain  it  may 
help  to  supply  the  deficiency.  You  have  reason,  as  you  say,  to  pity  my 
situation.  Too  much  is  expected  from  me,  and  not  only  the  Congress 
draw  upon  me,  oftcMi  unexpectedly,  for  largo  sums,  but  all  the  agents  of 
the  committee  of  commerce  in  Europe  and  America  think  they  may  do 
the  same  when  ]>inchcd,  alleging  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  credit  of  the 
Congress  that  their  particular  credit  should  be  supported.  From  the 
desire  here  of  carrying  on  the  war  without  levying  new  taxes  and  the 
extraordinary  expenses  of  the  navy  so  much  money  can  not  be  spared 
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(o  UN  ns  in  imngiiipil  in  America;  bateesciitiiil  aid  will  be  given  us  tliia 
caiiipiiipi,  citiicr  liy  tin  iivtiml  junction  of  force  or  concert  of  operations 
in  lliu  United  StitU'M,  or  by  n  powerful Oiversioii  iu  tlio  West  ImlicB,  n 
very  vonsiclcriiblo  iiriiiiuiii'iit  of  sbips  and  trooi>8  being  ou  the  point  of 
(li'imiUirc  for  tliose  connlriefi. 

Mr.  A<lnniH  i.x  ivt  I'liiiR  nitli  Mr.  Dnnn.  We  live  upoD  good  terms  with 
cacti  otlitT,  bnt  be  bud  ncvor  commiiiiicntc'd  anything  of  hia  business 
to  mo  ikiid  1  liavn  niado  no  inriairica  of  him,  nor  have  I  any  letter  from 
CoDRress  cxpliiiiiiiif;  il,  no  that  I  am  in  iiltcr  ignorance.  Indeed,  the 
Corifircss  sochih  voiy  bai-liwnrd  in  writing  to  me.  I  have  no  anawer  to 
il  loiiK  letter  I  wrote  by  the  ClicvnUcr  de  la  Lazcrne,  nor  oven  any 
ncUnow lodgment  tli:it  it  came  to  band  ;  pray  can  you  tell  mo  the  rea* 

l''iir[>AV,v1;>n7  7. —  Miirjiignictwithaomc  interruptions,  I  (lid  not  finish 
ni.v  Idler  in  time  to  e"  'O'  tbo  last  post.  M.  Grand  liaa  since  read  nie 
piut  of  a  letter  from  M.  lo  Mnrqnis  d'Yrandn,  in  which  be  mentions 
bis  liavinf;  Hern  yon  and  bin  willingnt^sa  to  servo  Mr.  Jay  nnd  you,  but 
that  ynn  n|i;)oiire<t  somewliat  reserved.  Wo  coiiclridcd  that  you  had 
not  reeeived  M.  (iniinl'n  leMer,  which  went  nttbe  same  time  with  mine 
(of  wliiuli  latter  1  eticlosn  eopien),bcoAnHC  he  bad  acquainted  you  with  his 
bavins 'eeimi mended  yon  to  the  mnixinin,  nnd  had  given  you  such  achar- 
acter  of  bim  as  would  have  induced  yon  to  have  conversed  freely  with 
bim.     We  eou1<l  not. iiiinciric bow thrsolottersconld miscarry;  butsinco 
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Messrs.  Lee  and  Izard  are  gone  to  I/Orieiit^  in  onler  to  embark  in  the 
Alliance  together,  bnt  tUey  did  not  travel  together  from  hence.  No 
soul  regrets  their  departure.  They  separately  came  to  take  leave  of 
rae,  very  respectfully  offering  their  services  to  carry  any  despatches, 
etc.  We  parted  civilly,  for  I  have  never  acquainted  them  that  I  know 
of  their  writing  against  me  to  Congress.  But  I  did  not  give  them  the 
trouble  of  my  dispatches.  Since  Mr.  Lee's  being  at  UOrient  ho  Inis 
written  to  M.  Grand,  requesting  a  certificate  from  him  in  contradiction 
to  something  you  had  said  of  him  in  a  pai>er  delivered  to  Congress.  I 
suppose  M.  Grand  will  explain  this  to  you.  There  has  been  a  fracas 
between  our  friends  Sir  George  Grand  and  M.  Dunnis,  in  which  both 
have  been  to  blame,  and  each  ought  to  forgive  the  other.  It  relates  to 
a  letter  from  Dumas  to  you  which  had  been  intercepted.  I  suppose  ho 
will  acquaint  you  with  the  affair,  and  if  jou  should  not  fully  under- 
stand it  from  his  account*,  I  can  give  the  explanation. 

I  retain  my  heiilth  a  merveille ;  but  what  with  bills  of  exchange,  cruis- 
ing ships,  supplies,'etc.,  besides  the  proper  business  of  my  station,  I  find 
I  have  too  much  to  do.  Your  friend  Billy  (who  presents  his  respects) 
is  a  great  help  to  me,  or  I  could  not  possibly  go  through  with  it. 

With  sincere  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  W.  Lee.* 

PARif<,  A2)ril  2, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  30th  of  March  is  just  come  to  hand 
and  I  thank  you  for  it.  I  did  not  construe  anything  in  your  last  into  a 
design  of  drawing  from  me  any  of  the  secrets  of  my  nn'ssion;  indeed, 
there  is  no  secret  in  it  but  my  instructions,  which  will,  I  hope,  remain 
so  until  they  are  executed,  if  that  time  should  ever  come. 

I  have  had  reasons,  however,  for  saying  nothing  until  now  about  my 
commission,  but  those  rcoRons  exist  no  more.  I  have,  indeed,  the  honor 
to  be  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  full  powers,  with  the  ambassadors 
or  ministers  from  Franco  and  Great  Britain  and  all  other  princes  and 
states  whom  it  may  concern,  to  enter  into  conferences,  negotiations, 
and  treaties  for  peace. 

When  our  enemy  will  wish  for  peace  so  far  as  to  think  of  it  in  earn- 
est I  know  not.  Peace  concerns  her  more  than  any  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  America  oven  can  sustain  the  war,  although  it  will  be  irk- 
some and  grievous,  infinitely  better  than  England.  America  grows 
more  powerful,  more  numerous,  more  brave,  and  better  disciplined 
every  year  of  the  war,  and  more  independent,  too,  both  in  spirit  and 
circumstances.  Their  trade,  it  is  true,  does  not  fionrish  as  it  did,  but 
their  agriculture,  arts,  and  manufactures  iucroiise  in  proportion  to  the 
decline  of  their  trade.    England  is  wasting  away,  notwithstanding  the 

•  7  J.  Adams'  Workn,  1 13. 
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violcnneor  her  mnvlllHivf^  strueslca,  In  woaUIi,  in  commerce,  in  man 
fii(-.t.(in'K,  ill  KiiiloiH,  Ri)lili('i-f),  popiilfttion,  and,  nboveall,  iu  tK>liticftI  co 
Ridcriitioii  uiiiDiiK  tlKiiKiwers  of  Biiroiw  every  day.  Ilcr  roputatio 
wlilc.li  Ih  ii  iiinrn  (1iinil)l»  source  of  power  nrid  a  more  ooiistaiit  ciuise 
]>ri»iii(^ril.v  tn  aliit(>s  ns  well  ns  imlividuftlH,  (lecliiiea  ftmldstnll  Iier  n 
tivity,  exf^rlioiin,  nnil  HiiitceSROfi. 

Tlic  )ii)|n'K  iiiid  tears  or  other  natiniiB  are  tiiniin^  liy  degrees  from  li 
loolliorix'oplfl,  :uhI  thiisto  bIio  will  fliid  it  litmlertorogniit  than  even  tl 
gnoil  willof  AiiHTieu,  wliicli  inalsolunvinelierovery  day.  Tiio  ISnftlii 
Hill  ion  (l<i  not  seem  In  iito,  toftooanytliitig  in  ila  true  light  or  wcigli  an 
tiling  in  it  jiiHt  l'}ihuK!(>.  The  ])ointR  already  (rmncd  by  Irohmd  don 
!i|ii>o!ir  to  lii>  iiiidcrstjiud  in  ISnglnnd  in  tlicir  conacquoiices ;  if  sliosbon 
carry  llio  nlhi-r  iioinls  kIio  itinis  nt  flhe  vill  Imcome  a  dnngorous  rival 
Croat  lii'it-niii  in  trade,  and  even  in  jwlitical  powur,  and  dangerous 
her  even  in  niililary;  and  nlie  must  and  will  carry  tlioBO  iminta  if  tli 
war  is  wintitnH'<l.  Yet  the  preitomiimnt  temper  drowns  all  in  ISnglan 
Tlieir  ])ride,  re.veiif;e,  and  habits  of  domineering  will  not  soflor  tliom 
listen  to  n.ny  tiiinf;  that  does  not  soothe  tliOHO  lively  passions.  Tlie  fui 
that  '.ipjiciirH  amnii;;  members  of  Parliament  convinces  mo  that  tl 
o|>|H)sili«ii  in  more  f'lirinidntile  than  yon  seem  to  tiiiiik  it  The  oomnii 
tep.<i  go  nn,  and  ultliout;!!  I  do  not  found  my  expcctatioHH  ni>on  cham 
tevH  11i:iL  now  appear,  I  know  that  the^c  coin laittocs  will  bring  npothe 
to  pnlilii-  view  who  will  do  the  work.     When  society  gets  distiirhe 
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and  commander-in-chief  of  the  Dulcli  land  forces,  who  is  also  a  brother 
of  Prince  Ferdinand.  The  duke  is  not  upon  the  l)cst  terms  with  his 
family,  because  they  think  he  is  too  much  attached  to  the  house  of 
Austria.  By  this  double  attraction  of  England  on  one  side  nnd  their 
old  friends  the  house  of  Austria  on  the  other  it  is  not  veiy  surprising 
that  his  most  serene  highness  is  drawn  a  little  aside  from  the  line  of  the 
American  cause,  which  is  now  so  closely  connected,  and  likely  to  be 
more  so,  with  the  house  of  Bourbon.  Hence  it  is  said  that  the  Count 
de  By  land  is  to  be  houor.ably  acquitted  by  the  court-martial,  and  hence 
the  embarrassments  the  Dutch  are  under  in  their  wishes  to  resent  like 
men  the  unparalleled  injuries  that  have  been  done  them  by  the  English. 
There  is,  however,  so  much  spirit  in  the  United  Provinces  as  to  oblige 
the  prince  to  put  on  the  appesirance  of  resentment  at  the  insults  offered 
to  his  ling,  and  to  oblige  the  British  minister  to  assume  the  tone  of 
menace  in  order  to  work  upon  the  fears  of  the  people,  whose  proi)erty 
is  so  exposed  as  to  make  them  dread  a  war  with  any  nation  whatever. 
Congress  will,  however,  be  able  to  judge  of  what  is  doing  in  Ilolland 
by  the  following  proceedings.  A  petition  was  presented  to  their  high 
mightinesses  on  the  25th  of  February  for  the  equipment  of  fifty-two 
ships  of  war  in  the  following  terms: 

Yoiu'  liigb  inightincfifies  having  tlionglit  proper,  by  your  resolution  of  tlio  17th  of 
this  mouthy  which  cnnio  to  ns  tlio  22<1y  to  require  us  to  present  to  your  liigh  niighti- 
uossosy  without  innuenciiig,  however,  in  anything  the  deliberations  of  the  confed- 
erates, a  petition  for  the  sum  of  2,6*^0,598  florins^  to  assist  toward  the  one-lialf  of  the 
necessary  expense  for  an  extraordinary  equipment  of  fifty-two  vessels  of  war  and 
frigates,  which  nre  to  bo  put  in  a  condition  of  service  by  the  Istof  May,  ns  well  as  of 
other  articles  more  fully  particularized  in  the  report  contained  in  the  resolution  of 
your  high  mightinesites  and  in  the  estimate  enclosed  with  it,  which  we  Hattor  our- 
selves were  made  with  all  possible  accuracy,  while  the  funds  necessary  for  the  half 
of  the  equipment  above  nieutioned  will  be  found  in  the  produce  of  certain  duties. 

Wo  have  been  the  more  zealous  not  to  delay  giving  satisfaction  to  the  requisition 
of  your  high  mightinesses,  as  we  consider  the  said  plan  as  tending  to  accomplish 
what  has  been  for  so  nuuiy  years  represented  and  advised,  as  well  by  his  serene  high- 
ness as  by  ns,  in  general  petitions  addressed  successively  to  your  high  mightinesses, 
as  well  OS  to  the  confederates  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  put  the  republic  in  a  more  respect- 
able state  of  defense  Ly  augmenting  her  marine  and  troop.-<,  an  object  upon  which  it 
has  been  again  insisted  in  the  petition  of  the  current  year,  which  employed  such 
reasons  and  such  urgent  motives  to  this  purpose,  that  expressions  now  fail  us  for  add- 
ing anything  to  what  has  been  already  said;  and  persuaded,  moreover,  as  we  are, 
that  the  circumstances  and  facts,  such  of  them  as  have  passed  in  a  manner  so  remark- 
able, render  useless  and  su))ernuous  all  further  reasonings  in  such  sort,  that  all  these 
details,  being  already  perfectly  understood  as  well  by  your  high  mightinesses  as  by 
the  confederates,  we  think  we  may  depend  upon  this  knowledge  in  expectation  of  the 
definitive  resolutions  of  your  high  mightinesses  e([ua11y  salutary  and  unanimous,  and 
the  eflfect  of  which  will  be  to  prevent  and  ward  oil"  the  new  misfortunes  which  may 
threaten  the  republic ;  assured,  moreover,  and  persuaded  that  the  serious  intention  of 
the  confederates  is  to  accomplish  the  equipment  pro])o.sed,  with  all  that  depends 
npou  it,  and  that  to  this  end  their  high  mightinesses  will  be  )dcased  not  only  to  give 
their  consent  to  the  petition  of  2,020,598  llorins,  formed  by  the  present,  but  also,  what 
is  more  important,  to  furnish  as  soon  as  possible  their  quota  to  the  general  treasury, 
by  which  moans  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty,  whoso  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  equip- 
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niontH,  may  bu  poNHCHHod  of  tbo  iiioanB  ncvosRnry  to  this  operation  at  oonyenient 
periods,  'wbioh  will  bo  tboiij^bt  iiioro  iudispcDsnbly  necoesary  on  casting  an  eye  on 
tbe  ro.asons  more  Aiii]>ly  »lloi;cd  iu  tbe  report  of  tbo  colleges  of  admiralty,  and  ex- 
prcHHcd  ill  tbo  rcHoliiMoii  of  your  liigli  migbtiiiessos  tbe  17tb  of  February,  to  wbich 
wo  refer. 

MEMORIAL. 

Oil  the  2l8t  of  Marcli,  1780,  Sir  Joseph  Torke,  the  British  ambassa- 
dor, presented  a  ineinorial  to  their  high  mightiuesses  of  the  following 
tenor : 

ITiOfi  AND  Mighty  Lords  :  Tbo  king,  my  master,  bas  always  ciiltivate<l  tbe  friond- 
sbip  of  your  liigb  iiiigbtitiosses,  and  bas  always  considered  tbe  alliance  wbich  has  so 
long  subsisted  betwcoii  tbe  two  nations  as  founded  upon  tbe  wisest  principles,  and  as 
essential  to  tbeir  mutual  proH|>erily.  Tbe  principal  objects  of  this  alliance,  which 
stands  upon  tbe  immovable  basis  of  a  common  interest,  are  tbe  safety  and  prosperity 
of  tbo  two  slates,  tbe  maintenance  of  tbe  public  tranquillity,  and  tbe  preservation  of 
that  just  balance  so  often  disturbed  by  tbe  ambitious  policy  of  tbe  bouse  of  Bourbon. 
AVbcn  tbe  court  of  Vcrhaillvs,  in  direut  violation  of  tbe  public  faith  and  of  tbe  com- 
mon rights  of  sovereigns,  bad  broken  tbe  peace  by  a  leagne  made  with  the  rebel  sub- 
jects of  bis  majesty,  avowed  and  declared  formally  by  the  Marquis  de  Noailles;  when 
by  immense  preparations  France  manifested  her  designs  of  annihilating  the  maritime 
power  of  England,  tbe  king  expected  tbat  your  high  mightinesses,  too  euligbtened 
not  to  SCO  that  tbo  safety  of  tbe  republic  is  closely  connected  with  tbat  of  Great 
ISritain,  would  have  been  zealous  to  come  to  his  assistance.  One  of  tbe  first  cares  of 
bis  majesty  was  to  inform  your  high  migbtinoHses  of  all  tbe  circumstances  of  tbis 
unjust  war;  and  in  tbe  critical  situation  iu  wbich  tbe  king  found  himself  he  did  not 
forget  the  interests  of  bis  ancient  allies;  but,  on  tbe  contrary.  Das  shown  the  most 
sincere  desire  to  favor  tbe  commerce  and  tbe  free  navigation  of  tbe  republic  as  ninch 
as  tbe  safety  of  bis  people  could  permit,  lie  even  desisted  a  long  time  from  demand- 
ing tbo  succors  slipulatcd  by  tbe  trcaticH,  fuKiUing  thus  bis  own  engagements  with- 
out insisting  on  tbe  accoiupliHlinicnt  of  tbose  of  your  high  mightinesses.  Tbe  demand 
was  never  made  until  after  tbe  unit-ed  forces  of  France  and  Spain  showed  tbemselvos 
ready  to  fall  upon  England,  and  there  attempt  a  descent  by  the  assistance  of  a 
formidable  licet.  Altboiigb  frustrated  in  tbis  enterprise,  the  enemies  of  tbe  king 
meditMate  still  tbe  same  project ;  and  it  is  by  tbe  express  order  of  bis  majesty  tbat  tbe 
undersigned  renews  at  tbis  time,  in  a  mauner  tbe  most  formal,  tbo  demand  of  tbo 
succors  stipulated  by  difrorent  treaties,  and  particularly  by  tbat  of  tbe  year  17IG. 

Ilitlierto  your  bigh  miglitinosses  have  been  silent  upon  an  article  so  essential;  at 
the  same  time,  you  have  insisted  on  a  forced  construction  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
of  tbe  year  1G74,  against  tbe  abuse  of  which  Great  Britain  bas  protested  at  all  times. 
Tbis  interpretation  can  not  be  reconciled  to  tbe  clear  and  precise  stipulations  of  tbe 
secret  article  of  tbe  treaty  of  peace  of  the  same  year. 

An  article  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  can  not  annul  an  article  so  essential  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  botb  are  expressly  comprehended  in  tbe  principal  treaty  of  alliance  of 
1G78,  by  wbicb  your  high  migbtinesses  are  obliged  to  furnish  to  bis  majesty  tbo  suc- 
cors wbich  be  now  dcinands.  You  are  too  just  and  too  wise  not  to  feel  tbat  all  tbe 
ongngemcnts  bctwocn  jiowors  ought  to  bo  mutually  and  reciprocally  observed;  and 
altbougb  contracted  in  dinercnt  periods,  tbcy  oblige  equally  the  contracting  parties. 
Tbis  incontestable  principle  applies  itself  bcre  with  so  much  tbe  more  force  ns  tbo 
treaty  of  1710  renews  all  tbe  anterior  engagements  between  tbe  crown  of  England 
and  tbo  republic,  and  incorporates  tliein,  as  it  were,  together. 

Moreover,  tbe  subscriber  bad  orders  to  declare  to  your  high  migbtinesses  tbat  bo 
was  rea<ly  to  enter  into  conferences  with  you,  to  regulate  in  an  amicable  manner  all 
wbich  might  be  necessary  to  avoid  misunderstandings  and  prevent  eyery  disagree- 
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able  occurrence,  by  concertiug  measures  equitable  aud  ad  van  tagooits  for  the  respective 
subjects. 

This  friendly  offer  was  refused  in  a  manner  as  unexpected  as  it  was  extraordinary 
and  unusual  among  friendly  powers;  and  without  taking  notice  of  repeated  repre- 
sentations, both  public  and  secret,  upon  the  subject  of  convoys,  your  high  niighti- 
DCflses  have  not  only  granted  convoys  for  different  kinds  of  naval  stores,  but  you 
have  moreover  expressly  resolved  that  a  certain  number  of  vessels  of  war  should  bo 
held  ready  to  convoy  in  the  sequel  naval  stores  of  every  species  destiued  for  the  ports 
of  France,  and  this  at  a  time  when  the  subjects  of  the  republic  enjoyed,  by  the  force 
of  treaties,  a  freedom  and  an  extent  of  commerce  and  of  navigation  far  beyond  that 
which  the  law  of  nations  allows  to  neutral  powers.  This  resolution,  and  the  orders 
given  to  Admiral  Byland  to  oppose  himself  by  force  to  the  visits  of  merchant  ships, 
have  given  place  to  the  incident  which  the  friendship  of  the  king  would  have  greatly 
desired  to  have  prevented.  But  it  is  notorious  that  this  admiral,  in  consequence  of 
his  instructions,  first  fired  upon  the  sloops  bearing  the  Kiiglish  (lag  which  were  sent 
to  make  the  visit  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty  of  1G74.  It  was  then  a 
manifest  aggression,  a  direct  violation  of  the  same  treaty  which  your  high  mighti- 
nesses seem  to  look  upon  as  the  most  sacred  of  all.  His  majesty  hnn  made  before- 
hand repeated  representations  of  the  necessity  and  justice  of  this  visit,  practised  in 
all  similar  circumstances,  and  fully  authorized  by  this  treaty.  They  were  informed 
in  London  that  there  were  in  the  Texel  a  great  number  of  vessels  loaded  with  naval 
stores,  and  particularly  with  masts  and  large  ship  timber,  ready  to  set  sail  for  France 
immediately  after,  or  under,  a  Dutch  convoy.  The  event  has  but  too  fully  proved 
the  truth  of  these  informations,  since  some  of  these  vessels  have  been  found  even 
under  this  convoy.  The  greatest  number  have  escaped,  and  have  carried  to  France 
the  most  eflicacious  succors,  of  which  she  stood  in  the  greatest  necessity. 

At  the  time  your  high  mightinesses  thus  aided  the  enemy  of  the  king  by  favoring 
the  transportation  of  these  succors  you  imposed  a  heavy  penalty  upon  the  subjects 
of  the  republic,  to  restrain  them  from  carrying  victuals  to  Gibraltar,  although  this 
place  was  comprehended  in  the  general  warranty  of  all  the  British  possessions  in 
Europe,  and  although  at  that  time  Spain  had  vexed  the  conimorce  of  the  republic 
in  a  manner  the  most  outrageous  and  unexampled. 

It  is  not  only  on  these  occasions  that  the  conduct  of  your  high  mightinesses  towards 
the  king  and  towards  the  enemy  of  his  majesty  forms  a  most  striking  contrast  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  impartial  w^orld.  No  one  is  ignorant  of  that  which  passed  in  the  too- 
well-known  affair  of  Paul  Jones.  The  asylum  granted  to  this  pirate  was  directly  con- 
trary to  the  treaty  of  Breda,  of  1G67,  and  even  to  the  proclamation  of  your  high  mighti- 
Dcsses  of  1770.  Further,  although  your  high  mightinesses  have  kept,  and  still  keep, 
a  silence  the  most  absolute  with  regard  to  the  just  demands  of  his  majesty,  you  have 
been  forward,  at  the  simple  request  of  the  king's  enemies,  to  assure  them  of  an  abso- 
lute and  unconditional  ueutralty,  without  any  exception  of  the  ancient  engagements 
of  the  republic  founded  upon  the  most  solemn  treaties.  Nevertheless,  the  king 
would  still  persuade  himself  that  all  which  has  passed  ought  to  be  attributed  less  to 
the  disposition  of  your  high  mightinesses  than  to  artifices  of  his  enemies,  who,  after 
having  excited  discord  among  the  members  of  the  state,  seek,  alternately  by  menaces 
and  by  promises,  to  animate  them  against  their  natural  ally.  His  majesty  can  not 
believe  that  your  high  mightinesses  have  taken  the  resolution  to  .ibandon  a  system 
which  the  republic  has  pursued  for  more  than  a  century  with  so  much  success  and 
so  much  glory. 

But  if  such  was  the  resolution  of  your  high  mightinesses — if  you  wore  determined 
to  forsake  the  .alliance  with  Great  Britain,  in  refusing  to  fullill  the  engagements  of 
it — there  would  arise  from  this  resolution  a  new  order  of  things.  The  king  would 
perceive  such  an  alteration  with  a  sensible  regret ;  but  the  consequences  which  would 
follow  from  it  would  be  necessary  and  unavoidable.  If  by  an  act  of  your  high  mighti- 
nesses  the  republic  should  cease  to  be  the  ally  of  Great  Britain,  the  relations  between 
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Ily  I'.liniiRxil,  And  ttioy  will  no  loiiRor  hnvo  nnf  otUoT  ttna 
li  HiiliNiflt  iHitwDnii  nations  neiitrnl  aod  rrlnnilly.  EveTj 
iiir  IiikIi  liii)(liliui>s30i  will  not  fulfill  j'onr  ou|;ft(pniBntH, 
t  lli<i-u>  of  liiit  nwjMt.y  will  ceiuM  to  1>o  oblii^iiUirj.  It  is 
[•'■•(:kli1i>  |>riiiclpli»  that  Ilia  ninjonty  bns  orderotl  thn  aub- 
i^li  iiiiKliliiuMmw,  ill  it  inniincr  tlio  moat  rVlondl?,  but  at 
niH,  LliHt  if,  ODtitrury  In  biajilat  oziwotatlona,  your  liiRh 
,  »' it-Ill II  the  tijrm  of  tlirc«  wouka,  to  bo  com pn  tod  from  the 
iii>iiiriri:il,  n  snliafnctorf  nuawcr  toiiohia];  tbo  anecora  i1«- 
iIh  iii:ij''-Hty,  coitiliilorllij;  thin  condnal  na  m  depnrtnro  from 
■iiii-lii;;li  migtiuoHMM,  will  no  lan^rer  conatiler  thn  Unltod 
.  t.li^in  thiit  of  othar  noiitrnl  piinara  not  pci*i1o)[ml  by 
nlll,  withont  further  delay,  Biiit|ieuil  onnditlunally,  ntiil 
III  t<i  Llioir  Mlbjcuta,  all  the  pnrtioiilnr  stipnlatlona  of  the 
;il  ioiio,  pnrtii-iilarly  tlioae  of  the  trantj  of  1S74,  Mid  will 
l>y  ttio  Rciicrnl  [irinciploa  of  the  law  of  natlooB,  wlileli 
rcii  puvvura  uoiitral,  anil  nut  privileged. 

JOBRPII  YORKK. 

Oil  tlin  'JMIi  or  Miircli  itie  SliUca-Qciiornt  inailo  tbo  following  answer 
()  Sir  ,Iiisc.|)ti  Yinkr; 

I'liiit  lliiiir  IiIkIi  iiiiKlitiiii'Rfi'ii  liivl  resolved  to  raprownt  to  hit  llritonoio  mnjeatj, 
I]'  Mii>  Count  dii  W«ldi-ri'n,  Ihoir  envoy  eilmuTdiiinrj',  that  hnvinfi  aeen  by  the 
iiouiortal  of  tho  amliiiwuiili'r,  ilutnit  the  Slat  of  March,  that  biami^eatyllxed  a  tenn  of 
liri'x  u'i'i'hn  to  have  aMiiliHOiuiJirj  anawcr  toiiobing  thoanoGoraileinBnded,  their  bifih 
iii)r|iMtii'nHi'H«iHtii>d  to  HittiHry:ii<  Hoim  oa  pomiblo  tlio  deaireH  of  hiaBritaimlo  mojcaty 
•y  );i^''">!  '<'"■  '*  l>("<i'ivo  niiH»'i>r;  l>nt  thny  forenaw  Ibnt  the  form  of  govern luent  In- 
ii't  ppriiiit  llioin  III  I 
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J.  Adams  to  tbe  Presideut  of  Congress.* 

Pakis,  April  3,  1780. 

Siu:  Tho  fcrmotitatiou  iiiEnglaud  lias  alrcsidy  diHtrcssed  (be  adiniii- 
istratioii  aud  overawed  some  of  tbe  members  of  tbe  House  of  Oommoiis, 
but  tbere  is  roooi  to  suspect  tbat  tbis  is  cbiefly  to  be  attributed  to  tbe 
approacb  of  an  election.  Tbepetitious  are  very  far  from  being  univer- 
sal, and  tbe  congress  of  tbe  subcommittees  is  not  yet  numerous. 

At  a  meeting  of  tbese  from  York,  Surrey,  Middlesex,  Sussex,  Glou- 
cester, Hertford,  Kent,  Huntington,  Dorset,  Hueks,  Obest^ir,  Devon, 
and  Essex,  from  tbe  cities  of  London,  Westminster,  Gloucester,  and 
tbe  towns  of  Newcastle  and  Nottingbam,  boldcMi  at  tbe  St.  Albans 
tavern,  and  afterwards  by  adjournment  at  tbe  great  room  in  King  st  reet, 
St.  James,  on  tbe  lltb,  14tb,  15tb,  17tli,  18tb,  and  2()tb  days  of  Marcb, 
1780,  tbe  Reverend  Obristopber  Wyvill  in  tlie  cliair,  a  memorial  was 
agreed  on,  containing  reasons  for  apian  of  association. 

Tbey  aflDrra  tbat  tbere  is  a  despotic  system,  and  tliey  date  tbe  com- 
mencement of  it  nearly  from  tbe  beginning  of  tlie  present  reign,  and 
tbey  say  tbat  tbey  bave  arrived  at  tbe  crisis  wbicb  tbe  wisest  of  politi- 
cal writers  marked  for  tbe  downfall  of  Britisb  liberty  wben  tbe  legis- 
lative body  sball  become  as  corrupt  as  tlie  executive.  Tbey  sbould 
bave  said  more  corrupt,  because  tbat  is  undoubtedly'  tbe  fact  at  i)resi!nt, 
as  well  as  tbe  case  stated  by  Montesquieu. 

Tbey  say  tbat  by  tbe  unbappy  war  witb  America,  begotten  in  tbe 
flrst  instance  of  tbis  despotic  s^'stem  and  nursed  witb  a  view  of  giving 
completion  to  it,  tbe  fatal  influence  of  tbe  crown  bas  been  armed  witii 
more  ample  means  for  enslaving  Parliament,  wbile  tbe  nation  bas  vis- 
ibly sunk  almost  into  beggary.  Never  did  any  country  experience  so 
sudden  a  reverse  from  prosperity  to  depression.  Tbey  slate  llie  fall  of 
rents,  tbe  accumulation  of  taxes,  and  tbe  stagnation  of  all  credit.  Tbey 
tlien  run  a  long  course  of  reasoning  to  sbow  tbe  utility,  importance^  ami 
necessity  of  tbe  several  tilings  tbey  recommeiuled  to  tbe  people  of 
England,  wbicb  are  all  comprebended  in  a  few  proimsitions. 

(1)  Tbey  recommend  perseverance  in  tbe  petitions  and  an  associa- 
tion in  support  of  tbem. 

(2)  A  new  law  for  taking  tbe  suflrages  of  tbe  peojjie  at  elections  to 
prevent  expense  and  iniluence. 

(3)  To  adopt  as  part  of  tbeir  general  avssociations  the  following  [)r()[). 
ositious: 

I.  Tbat  an  examination  be  made  into  all  tbe  branches  of  the  receipt, 
expenditure,  Jind  mode  of  keeping  and  passing  accounts  of  public 
money. 

II.  One  bundred,  at  least,  of  additional  members  of  counties  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

III.  Tbat  tbe  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  be  annnaUy  clcctcd\ 
• i 

•  MSS.  Dep.  of  Stale ;   2  Spaika'  Dip.  Kov.  Cor.,  CU4. 
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IV.  Tliat  it  is  rproiiinicitdetl  to  all  voters  to  sapport  at  tbo  lie 
(;Ii'ctiuii  Kiiitli  ciiiiilii1;il<'s  a»  shall,  by  siguiiig  tbo  aasociatiou  or  otln 
»isi>,  Katibl'y  iIkmii  llnil  iLity  will  support  tLuso  rof ulatious  in  Parli 
iiii-nt. 

hi  llu!  Mi<I<llc.s<«x  (Miininittoe,  nt  tbo  Masons'  tavern,  Maroh  21,  tL 
(■itiuihu-KUeranil  t  lic.iiK'rnoriitl  it  contained  were  tiuauimousi;  approTi 
attd  llieir  niuiiilicis  in  llio  funeral  congress  tlinnked.  In  tbe  Weetmi 
slt'rriirtiiiiilli'f,  Hide's  AtinHtnvoru,  ra}iK:e  yanl,  MarcblB,  1780,  it  w 
resrdvetl,  "  tlitit  by  tlie  le.sulutiou  of  tbe  geuerul  meeting,  directing  (1 
(Mijiiiiiittco  to  |1llt|1aH^  II  iiliui  of  aasocintiou  on  legal  and  constitution 
griMtiidK  to  Kii|iiiiii't  tbo  laudable  reform  and  sucb  otbor  measures 
may  conduce  to  ixtsdiiu  tliu  freedom  of  Parliamout,  tbis  committee co 
ccive  IhemM'tvos  lioiirMl  toentorinto  tbo  consideration  of  every  qucstii 
tvndiiit;  to  e.stali]JHb  the  iuJoiwiidoncy  of  Parliament  ou  a  solid  ai 
dnralilo  liasiy.  That  llio  duration  of  Parliamout  aud  the  state  of  tl 
n!|iii.'seiilative.s  of  the  people  aro  (juestions  immediately  nuder  U 
(U-H(:ri|itiun;  that  a  Hiilicoinniittcc,  consistiag  of  soven  persons,  be  a 
puiiiti'd  to  in(]iiiiLMiili>  the  state  of  the  ropresentatiou  of  tbo  natii 
and  iiialie  a  report."  On  the20tbof  March  the  subcommittee reiwrtti 
Then-poit  isdatwl  the  I'Jth. 

Tliat  now  I'iirliii Is.  Id  l>i)  liotilon  onco  in  every  jom,  were  tli«  kocient  iim| 

null  <1<'c1:ircd  to  l>"  llii<  1i<'ii'i1ii;iry  and  iDilefBaBilile  tight  ol  (Le  people  of  Englan 
lliiil  tliii  mil  of  \Vi 1 11:1111  ;iiiil  Miiry  in  tlio  lirsl  wliicli  aitoDipla  to  nppoint  tbe  tinw 
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of  the  third  estaio ;  thai  vorioas  motions  wore  aftorwanln  iiimlo  and  Rtronp^ly  sup. 
ported  for  a  repeal  of  the  soptennial  act,  particnlarly  a  niotiuii  for  annual  Parlia- 
ments in  1774,  which  was  lost  only  by  a  majority  of  thirty-two;  that  the  city  of 
Loudon  and  other  respectable  bodies  continaed  to  instruct  thuir  roprc8cut;itivc8  to 
prosecute  this  object  in  the  most  vigorous  manner  as  cfMontially  necessary  to  tho 
independency  and  integrity  of  Parliament,  the  rights  of  tho  people,  and  tho  pros- 
perity of  their  country;  that  by  the  8th  of  Henry  tho  Sixth  the  Parliament,  thcMi 
elected  by  the  commonalty  at  largo,  passed  an  act  to  disfranchise  tho  grojiter  i>art  of 
their  constituents,  by  limiting  tho  right  of  election  of  knights  of  tho  shire  to  persons 
having  free  lands,  or  tenants  to  the  value  of  40«.  by  the  year  at  the  least,  which 
restriction  has  ever  since  continued  ;  that  many  towns  and  boroiigliH,  formerly  entitled 
for  their  repute  and  reputation  to  send  members  to  Parliament,  have  since  fallen  into 
decay,  yot  continue  to  have  a  representation  oqual  to  the  most  opulent  counties  and 
cities,  while  other  towns  and  places,  which  have  risen  into  consideration  and  becume 
populous  and  wealthy,  have  no  representatives  in  Parliammt;  that  the  number  of 
the  hill abitants  of  England  and  Wales  is  about  flvonilllloiiH;  that  of  those  twelve 
hundred  thousand  are  supposed  capable  of  voting  as  the  constitution  stood  before 
the  restrictive  act  above  quoted;  that  not  more  than  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thou- 
sand are  at  present  pormittcd  to  veto;  that  out  of  those  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thonsand  freeholders  elect  ninety-two  members  for  iifty-two  counties;  forty- tlireo 
thousand  citizens,  freemen,  and  others,  elect  fifty-two  members  for  twenty-three 
cities  and  two  nuivorsitics,  and  forty-ono  thousand  electors  choose  three  Inuulred 
and  sixty-nino  members  for  ono  hundred  and  ninety-two  towns  and  l)oron«;lis;  that 
fifty  of  those  members  are  returne<l  by  throe  hundred  and  forty  electors,  and  a  num- 
ber scarcely  above  six  thousand,  being  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  one  hundred  tind 
twenty-nine  of  tho  boroughs,  return  two  hundred  and  fit'l y-.se v(>n  n^trcsontativc.s, 
which  is  a  majority  of  tho  whole  English  IIouso  of  Commons  and  the  eflieient  lep- 
rosentation  of  above  five  millions  of  people ;  that  many  of  the.sn  boroughs  are  imnm- 
dialoly  under  tho  influonco  of  the  crown,  ns  tho  cinque  ports;  many  of  Mutni  are 
private  property,  alfording hereditary  seats,  as  those  uiuler  burgage  t.enuro,  and  some 
of  them  almost  without  houses  or  inhabitant's,  as  (jalton,  Newtown,  and  Old  8arum; 
that,  considering  tho  repnwentation  with  reference  to  jiropiM'ly,  many  eounties  n'tnrii 
representatives  out  of  all  jiroportion  to  what  they  eonlribnie  to  the  publit;  revenue; 
that  Cornwall  pays  to  land  tax  and  subsidy  six t<MMi  parts  out  of  five  hundred  and 
thirty,  and  scuds  forty-four  members  to  Parlianiout,  while  Middlesex  pays  not  less  in 
proportion  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  sends  eight  memhurs;  so  that  the 
inequality  of  therepr(^sentatiou  of  this  country  with  regard  to  pnqierty  isstill  greater 
than  when  estimated  according  to  tho  number  of  its  inhabitants. 

Tho  Westminster  coiuiiiittce,  after  considoiing  tills  report,  Mr.  Fox 
ill  the  chair,  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  That  annual  Parliaments  are  the  undoubted  right  of  the  pt>opleof  Hngland  ;  and 
that  the  act  which  prolongotl  their  duration  was  subversive  of  the  eonstitulion,  and 
a  violation,  on  tho  part  of  the  representatives,  of  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them  by 
their  constituents. 

2.  That  tho  present  state  of  tho  representation  of  this  country  is  inadequate  to  the 
object,  and  a  departure  from  the  first  principles  of  the  const  i In tion. 

3.  That  thanks  be  givon  to  the  subcommittee  for  their  very  intelligent  report. 

4.  That  copies  of  it  be  sent  to  tho  several  committees  of  the  tM»unties,  cities,  and 
boroughs  of  tho  kingdom. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  stating  tho  prococdings  of  tliesc  com- 
mittees, because  it  must  be  an  advantage  for  Con;; n*ss  to  have  Minn  all 
in  view  and  to  see  the  whole  of  the  foundation  that  is  laid.  Tlicy  are 
some  of  the  most  important  proceedings  of  the  present  reign  ;  they  are 
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tlm  coriiiiii-nix'iiiciil  of  n  iiuw  (<ovuroi);iity  in  oi)[>otiitioii  tu  tbe  ol<l. 
(Iit'ic  i.s  virliKi  iir  ^'dikI  Kcimu  in  tliu  iintion,  tlicsu  iiiiu:1iiiioa  will  discov 
it  iiiitl  HL'l  it  ill  iiiulioti,  iiiid  provided  llio  war  coiitiuues  it  will  provai 
lint  irHiiTcir^  tK'illicr  vtrttioiioi'soitsoroniaiiiitig,  uruotououghof  tbe 
to  prodiit'.M  tliiMli'siifd  (druut>  it  wi]l  probitbly  l>o  the  Iiist  uationni  eflo 
Hindu  ill  Tavor  nf  librtly,  and  dospotittin  will  miige  at  large. 

ir  lliu  kins  ^voiild  iiiiiko  i>oacti  iiov,  lie  would  dissipnte  all  throe  coi 
liiiKvtioiiH  ill  lOii^laiid,  Ii-clund,  uiid  IluUniid,  aa  wtill  aa  prevent  tl 
treaty  witli  Spiiiii  (wliickl  Ixsliovo  is  in  a  good  way,  from  a  letter  wbi< 
1  liiUtly  Kuw  fi'Diii  Mr.  Caniijcbnol)  from  giving  iidvautnges  to  Spa 
and  diKiidvaiila^r(.s  to  lOiiglnnd  which  onn  never  bo  altered.  Unt  if  ! 
coiiliiinciH  (In;  wiir  lon^,  if  ho  ahoiild  have  oignal  successes,  these  nii 
dispcrltlKt  storms  ill  England  and  Ireland;  but  irhoebouldbciiDBuccot 
fill,  tliu  new  Hovcn-if^iity  will  probably  prevail  against  liim,  aftor  iqtoI 
itig  the  (bleu  kiiigilojiis  in  eonfusiou  and  blood. 
I  have  tli«  honor  tu  bo,  etc., 

John  Adahr. 


lama  to  the  Praaideut  of  CougreSB.* 

Tabis,  April  4,  1780. 
.nocdoto  from  Mahiga  whieh  ought  to  be  montioni 
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De  Neufville  to  Jay.* 

Amsterdam,  April  C,  1780. 

Sib:  We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  excellency  on  your  safe 
arrival  in  Europe.  By  principle  warmly  attached  to  the  American 
cause,  we  could  wish  we  saw  our  states  in  a  situation  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  their  sister  republic,  and  though  we  could  only 
cultivate  private  connections  as  yet,  we  took  the  liberty  to  address  some 
intelligence  to  your  excellency  when  President  of  Congress.  We  should 
reckon  ourselves  extremely  happy  to  know  whether  our  letter  came  to 
hand  before  ypur  excellency  left  riiiladelphin,  and  whether  we  may 
form  any  hopes  that  our  zeal  may  prove  successful  for  the  benelit,  as 
we  intended,  of  both  countries;  [and  as  we  wish  to  continue  always  in 
the  same  zeal,  we  could  be  able  to  give  further  infornmtion  from  what 
since  hath  happened  in  Europe,  and  these  to  relate,  if  such  contldence 
prove  acceptsiblej.t 

Meanwhile  wo  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  all  possible  regard,  etc., 

JOUN   DK  l^KUFVILI.K  &   SON. 


Franklin  to  Jay.f 

Parsv,  April  7,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  some  time  in  suspense  jibout  writing  to  you, 
not  knowing  whether  }ou  were  at  Csidiz  or  Madrid.  But  being  in- 
formed a  few  days  since  that  you  had  set  out  for  the  latter,  I  now 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  favors  of  September  2G  from 
Philadelphia,  December  27  from  Martinique,  January  2G  and  March  3 
from  Cadiz. 

The  account  yon  give  of  the  prudent  and  pleasing  conduct  of  M. 
Gerard  agrees  perfectly  with  my  opinion  of  him.  I  communicated  it 
to  his  brother,  who  is  secretary  to  the  council  of  state. 

Your  bill  drawn  in  favor  of  M.  Bingham  for3,.'5701ivrcs8Rols  came 
to  hand  and  was  immediately  accepted. 

In  a  former  letter,  which  1  hope  you  have  by  this  time  received,  I  ac- 
quainted you  that  your  bill  drawn  at  Caxliz  for  4,071)  livres  tournois  had 
been  presented  and  accepted;  <ind,  though  payable  only  fit  sixty  days 
from  the  date,  1  ordered  it,  as  you  icquoRted,(o  be  i)aid  immediately. 

I  thank  you  for  the  communication  of  the  letters  you  had  written  to 
the  ministers;  they  are  extremely  well  drawn.  1  shall  be  glad  to  see 
also,  if  you  think  proper,  the  answers  you  received.  In  my  next  I  shall 
in  return  give  you  some  account  of  a  secret  negotiation  I  am  engaged 

■  MSS.  Dcp.  of  Stat^;  4  Sparka'  Dip.  Rov.  159,  Corr.,  willi  virhal  chaii«08  ami 

Oin  18810118. 

t  Pansage  in  'brackets  omiitc<l  in  Ri)arkR^  cd. 
\  MSS.  Dop.  of  State. 
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ill  with  Drntnnr  k  on  (xrciinioii  of  tlicir  delivering  tip  tbrce  prizcB  to  tl 
EOn^lisli  tli:it  liiiil  Iiocii  tiikoii  by  the  Alliance. 

Tlio  rp|i(irls  ,voii  kUI  riic  prevail  at  Ctultz  that  the  loan  ofllco  bills  pa 
nMo  in  Franco  Imvc  imt  liccii  duly  lioiiorc<l  are  wicked  fnlsolioods.  K 
(I1IC  nf  tlicrn  duly  inilorRcd  by  tlio  original  i>ropriGtor  wna  ever  refuw 
by  nit!  01-  tlic  ]iiiynii'ntfl  delayed  »  moinont;  and  tbe  few  not  so  i 
diii'scd  have  berii  also  piud  on  tlio  guaranty  of  tbo  presenter  on  sou 
l)rrKOM  ol'  Uiiowii  (trcdit.  Mo  reason  wliatovcr  has  been  given  for  i 
I'lisiti};  iiayniciit  of  a  bill  exeept  tills  very  good  one,  that  either  tl 
Iiri4t,  scrnnd,  tliird,  or  fonrtli  of  the  namo  set  Iiatl  boon  alreaily  pai 
Tl»!  prplmsc  tliiit  it  wns  necessary  for  tlio  whole  set  to  nrriro  before  tl 
ninney  <;onM  be  pitid  is  too  abnnrd  and  ridicnlons  for  any  one  to  nial 
iiHe,  of  wlio  knows  ;iiiytbing  of  tlio  uaturo  of  bills  of  exchange.  Tl 
iiiiexpeetod  lari;('  drafts  inado  ii|)oii  ine  by  Congress  and  others,  excl 
sivo  of  these  fmin  llio  loan  ofllco,  have  indeed  somctiuicB  enibarnutst 
me  not  II  tittle, niid  \nit  nio  to  difllcitltics;  buti  hare  overcome  the 
dil1ii;nUien  so  sts  ii<'v<'r  to  have  been  obliged  to  mnke  the  smallest  c 
ciisit  or  dosiro  the  Icsist  debiy  of  payment  from  any  ^)rettontor  of  8«« 
bills.  Tliose  reports  most,  theroforo  have  been  invented  by  enemies 
our  country,  or  by  persons  who  proponed  an  advantage  tothenisclv< 
by  piTioliasinf;  llirin  at  an  under  rate.  Enclosed  I  sent  yon  a  cortiScn 
o(  niir  banker  in  rerirlalion  of  those  cnlnmnicfl.  Tbe  letters  you  mc 
tidii  liavins  for  nic,  il'  Ihey  were  nottboso  brought  to  nie  by  M.  Gerar 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Coiigress/ 

Paris,  April  7, 17S0. 

Sir:  There  are  several  articles  of  Intelligence  to-day  which  arc  con-* 
nected  with  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  ye8terda3^  One  is  from  The 
Hague,  the  2d  of  April : 

Thnraday  nigbt  lant  two  conrien  from  Pctersbnrf^h  arrircd  here,  alighted  at  ilio 
hotel  of  the  Prinoo  OaHitzin,  the  envoy  extraordinary  of  licr  niajcBt}'  tlio  Einprcns 
of  aU  the  Rnnsiaa  to  the  Statcs-Qcnoral.  One  of  the  courierR  Rct  off  innncdiatoly  for 
London  to  the  Russian  minister,  who  resides  there.  Tlio  Prince  Gallitzin,  liavin^ 
been  in  conference  the  next  day  witli  the  president  of  the  sisHombly  of  their  higli 
mightinesses  relative  to  the  said  despatches,  this  minister  sent  haclc  the  next  night 
after  his  arrival  the  same  courier.  From  that  time  the  report  runs  that  tlie  object 
of  these  despatches  was  to  communicate  to  the  republic  the  nieiisuren  taken  by  Russia 
with  some  of  the  northern  powers  for  insuring  respectively  the  safety  of  the  navi- 
gation and  commerce  of  their  snbjecte  and  to  invito  the  Slates-General  to  cnfor  into 
the  same  arrangements. 

The  other  is  from  Constantinople,  the  14tli  of  February : 

The  privateers  continue  to  vox  the  neutral  ships  in  the  sens  of  the  grand  seignior 
by  visiting  and  stopping  them  wherever  they  find  them,  and  oven  without  nny  dis- 
cretion, at  the  entry  of  the  porte  and  under  the  guns  of  our  fortresses.  The  French 
frigate  the  Oracieuaef  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Cyprus,  having  lenrnrd 
that  an  Euglitfh  privateer  had  brought  into  the  port  of  this  island  a  French  prize, 
sent  to  her  some  boats  armed  to  retake  her,  which  they  could  not  nccomplish,  how- 
evert  without  having  some  men  killed  on  both  sides.  The  Knglish  consul,  having 
carried  his  complaints  to  the  government  of  the  island  of  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
nations  and  demanded  assistance,  ho  whs  so  well  succored  that  the  French  woro 
obliged  to  abandon  the  prize,  and  all  of  their  nation  who  were  in  the  island  came 
very  near  being  massacred  by  the  Turks.  As  the  Porte  htw  also  been  informed  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  ship  Smyrnaf  of  Rotterdam,  has  run  a  risk  of  undergoing  tlio 
same  fate  with  the  ship  of  Captain  Kinder,  of  Amsterdam,  and  perhaps  to  sufl'cr 
treatment  still  harder,  and  in  sight  of  the  city  of  Smyrna,  she  has  not  only  resolved 
to  send  new  orders  to  all  the  commandants  to  enjoin  them  very  seriously  t4)  observo 
a  neutrality  the  most  exact  by  fulfilling  their  duty,  but  she  lias  also  tdttilicd  her 
sensibility  in  regard  to  all  the^e  depredations  to  the  ambassadors  of  the  courts  of 
France  and  England,  by  sending  to  them  last  Saturday  a  re]>rcsent'a(ion  in  writing, 
purporting  that  as  the  Porte  h.ad  not  failed  to  observe  during  tho  war  between  Franco 
and  England  an  exact  and  perfect  neutrality,  to  facilitate  tlieir  commerce  upon  an 
equal  footing  and  to  afford  to  their  ships  all  possible  safety  in  her  seas,  it  was  natural 
that  she  should,  and  ought  te,  expect  that  tho  two  powers  would  answer  her  conduct 
with  a  sincere  friendship.  That  at  tho  news  of  the  first  dilVerences  arisen  between 
the  two  kingdoms  there  were  conferences  held  with  tlieir  ambassadors,  in  wliicli  it 
was  agreed,  upon  an  equal  footing,  that  the  rules  of  the  sea  should  not.  ho  violated, 
and  that  they  should  be,  on  tho  contrary,  exactly  observed  and  respected.  That,  in 
consequence  of  this  agreeiiient,  tho  Porte  had  not  neglected  anything  to  fuinil  her 
engagments,  by  giving  orders  to  all  her  commaiiders  of  fortresses  and  casilcs  in  the 
empire  to  protect  tho  ships  of  war  and  inerchantnicn  against  every  attack,  and  not 
to  suffer  that  any  hostilities  should  be  commenced  in  the  ports  of  the  grand  seignior 
and  under  the  cannon  and  in  sight  of  his  fortresses. 

But  iu  spite  of  all  these  measures  these  powers  had  not  taken  care  to  observe  them, 
which  was  the  cause  that  no  nation  could  now  navigate  freely  and  safely ;  that  oven 
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I  tliP  Pnrto  linil  imt  rrcnlvod  tbo  least  ■nnwcr  on  tho  anlijcct  of  a  rognla- 
Irnlily,  wliirli  li;iil  l>roii  foimod  npon  tlio  rooting  of  tliftt  irliich  lind  benii 
iliiriiij;  roriiiiT  viurn  liiawFcii  Clirittiftii  jioitiith,  nnil  of  wbich  ooinimiiticA- 
ni  iiinilii  Id  llic^  h.'ihI  nniliiMKwIorii,  will)  a  vioiv  to  put  a  atop  to  tho  iutolor- 
liirilirs  nlili-li  li:i<t  Inki'ii  (iloce  In  liis  triu,  and  to  tho  end  to  provcut  in 
n  coiitiniiiil  r-iiii|>Iiiiiif4  nnil  rnprcwntnllniiH.  Tlinttlie  Porlo  waainforlnoil 
,'iili'rm  lirlil  lii^  imi  ts  Ulnckeil  tip,  niiil  Torcoil  tlio  alilpa  nhloh  oDtorrd  into 
■tit.  mil,  niiUtiiit  ovi-11  pucnptiiig  tlio  Tiirhiah  Toaaela,  to  satimit  to  tlioir 

li  a  riiiiilnot  liriii;;  ciiiitrnry  to  tlio  lioiiorof  tlio  onipiro,  tlio  Porto  oitglit  lo 
tiH  noon  iiH  it»K.«ili|f,  nitil  comiiiiinlcntc  to  Uin  Imlligurent  pononi,  a  k<x><I 
In  llio  piiil  to  imii^iiro  1i^  tliat  liioaiin  n<|>oHo  to  Iiia  aiil>Jocla  wboiii  I'tovi- 
:i>til1ilr'l  li>  liin  I'liri',  niiil  lo  tliia  niitl  it  ivaa  iioccmnry  tlint  tim  amlKUMWlon 

0  iifinrrx  hIihiiIiI  i>ii  mlvcrtlBOi)  to  rciinrat  tlisir  coiirta  in  tho  lirat  place  to 
(in  an  pnHxililo,  In  tiin  cnptniiiB  nnil  oinccra  of  aliljw  BTimd  for  war,  or 
pri^ciNd  ntili'm ;  nnil  iin  aoino  time  nmat  pax*  bnrnru  tbey  can  receive  audi 
I'lirlo  liopcn  tlint  tliii  (runtloiiien  tlio  anibnaandoni  irill  l>a  ao  gooil,  in  tliu 
,  UK  lo  orcliT  Ibn  i'.ii|>tatna  anil  orflcurR  to  BUHpeiiil  llmir  operationa  and 

1  roiiFU'qMPiii'n  n{  Ilio  nticir.nt  ragit lotion n,  every  time  tbAt  any  voatola  of 
rd  nliips  ROII1I1  iiilc>  ilin  anaa  of  lb«  urnnd  aeifinioT  tbo  foreign  inioiatora 
II  civp  iii>iir<^  to  tint  I'lirto  ot  tbo  object  of  tboir  ex|>e<li(ion  or  voyage,  of 
intloii,  Hiid  of  lliii  limn  tii(<y  wcTo  to  atiiy,  it  conlil  not  bnt  be  regaiilctl  a» 
il«,  mid  milircly  c<>iilinry  lo  tlin  reciprocal  frivnilabip,  if  those  fornialitica 

Im  i>lii<prvi-il;  tlio  rnrto  conaidcrin);  it  naotio  of  tta  principal  ditticato 
l><>Kr.ilil«  iiii-niinl<i  |iriiciiro  tbolrnnqiiillityof  itamrrobanta,  toprot««ttho(r 
:ik;iiiu«l  iill  r<iiro  iLiiil  iiijnatico,  aa  nlan  U>  ^raiit  ita  protection  to  tlio  enb- 
ci  lic-lliKi'Kiiit  |ii>ni'rH,  niid  tboao  of  other  power*,  who  aro  equally  good 
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self  in  a  condition  to  oppose  the  dangerous  designs  of  the  liouse  of 
Bonrbon  (wliicli,  if  you  believe  lier,  threaten  the  safety  of  all  Europe), 
she  believed  herself  consequently  to  have  cause  to  demand  succors  here 
as  well  as  from  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces.  However  this 
may  be,  it  is  nevertheless  notorious  that  the  solicitations  of  England 
have  produced  no  effect  here,  which  has  given  no  small  satisfaction  to 
those  who  consider  in  their  proper  point  of  light  the  designs  and  the 
conduct  of  this  power  since  the  commencement  of  this  war  against  the 
lil>erty  of  commerce  and  the  navigation  of  free  and  independent  pow- 
ers, by  means  of  which  people  in  general  seem  so  much  the  more  pleased 
with  the  i)resent  resolution  taken  by  her  majesty  the  Empress  of  nil  tlie 
Kussias  relative  to  the  said  solicitation,  as  well  as  with  the  systi'in  of 
neutrality  which  whe  has  adopted  ;  because,  without  this  wise  measure, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  Great  Britain  would  have  pushed  much  further 
the  irregularity  of  her  procxiedings. 

Tlie  English  who  are  here  exert  themselves  as  much  as  they  can  to 
justify,  and  even  to  praise,  this  proceeding  of  their  nation  towards  the 
said  convoy;  but  in  vain  have  they  attempted  to  induce  the  public  to 
adopt  this  error,  by  advancing  boldly  that  the  court  of  Russia  approves 
the  violence  which  tliey  have  exercised  in  this  rencounter.  No  man  be- 
lieves them,  since,  in  fact,  it  is  impossible  tiiattheempress  can  approve 
an  action  so  diametrically  opposite  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  to  the  law 
of  nations,  as  well  as  to  the  dignity  of  a  sovereign  and  independent 
power,  the  injustice  of  which  is  so  notorious,  that,  if  it  had  been  com- 
mitted with  similar  circumstances  upon  tlie  Russian  flag,  the  piincess 
herself  would  have  been  the  first  to  have  condemned  it.  Thus  the  re- 
ports which  tlie  English  proi)agate  here,  of  the  approbation  given  to 
these  proceedings,  imply  so  much  the  more  of  a  manifest  contradiction 
to  the  Kentimeiit^^  and  niaiiner  of  thinking  of  the  empress  and  her  min- 
isters, that  it  is  well  known  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  present 
troubles  the  court  of  Russia  Inis  made  representations  and  complaints 
against  that  of  London  for  the  violent  and  arbitrar^^  manner  of  acting 
which  this  last  h<i8  indulged  herself  in  against  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  neutral  powers,  from  whence  it  has  resulted  that  other  nations, 
in  imitation  of  this  proceeding,  have  embarrassed  business  more  and 
more,  until  there  exists  no  safety  for  any,  which  causes  the  greatest 
embarrassment  to  merchants  and  the  freighters  of  shij)s. 

1  ought  to  add  to  this  letter  tliat  the  English  cfiiissaries,  who  propa- 
gate false  news  everywhere  and  about  everything,  having  circulated  a 
report  that  the  Porte  was  discontented  with  the  peace  made  with  Rus- 
sia, the  grand  seignior  thought  it  necessary  to  order  the  interpreter  of 
the  court  to  declare  to  all  foreign  ministers  that  the  sultan  and  all  his 
ministers  had  every  reason  to  be  very  well  satisfied  with  the  accommo- 
dation with  the  ICmpress  of  Russia,  and  that  he  wasdetermined  to  main- 
tain religiously  all  thcarticlescontaiued  in  that  treaty.    All  these  things 
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toiKl  to  rIiow  tliiit  llio  Rliitn  of  Hiirope  coiitinnea  the  same,  and  that 
]<:ii);hiiiil.  iiislRiiil  or  j:<'ttiiiK  nil  ally,  is  likely  to  have  a  combinatioD  of 
all  nmritinin  [lowoni  lo  brine  '"'f  to  reason. 
I  liiivu  tlicliuiior  to  l>o,  vtc, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adnmn  to  the  PrsBident  of  Congrssa.* 

I'ABis,  April  8, 1780. 
SiK:  It  will  tint  It  iI  iaiigrrenltle  to  Congress  to  see  n  list  of  the  nnrni 
losses  of  tlie  I'^iii^Iisli  >tiiiceMie<!omiiioiiceinoiit  of  the  war. 


1  hy  Iht  AmtritMH  anil  Frtwek. 
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Parts,  April  8,1780. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  tlio  lionor  of  your  letter  from  Madrid  of 
the  29th  of  February,  as  I  suppose,  although  the  month  is  not  men- 
tioned. I  thank  you,  sir,  for  commencing  a  correspondence  which  I 
have  for  some  time  wished  to  begin.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  at  Madrid  on 
the  22d  of  February,  and  wish  to  know  if  he  hjvs  received  the  letter. 
It  is  certainly  proper  that  those  who  nre  intrusted  abroad  should  main- 
tain a  correspondence  and  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  each 
other,  because,  although  their  departments  are  in  some  respects  sepa- 
rate, yet  in  others  they  are  intimately  connected.  From  all  that  I  heard 
in  Spain  I  expected  that  you  would  meet  with  an  agreeable  reception 
at  Madrid,  and  I  am  much  pleased  to  learn  from  you  thsit  I  was  not 
mistaken. 

I  have  sometimes  wondered  at  the  slowness  of  Spain  in  making  a 
treaty  with  us  ;  but,  wheu  I  reflected  upon  a  certain  secret  article,  my 
surprise  ceased.  We  are  alrejuly  bound  in  a  tn»aty  to  her,  but  slie  is 
not  bound  to  us.  It  would  be  ungenerous  in  her,  however,  to  hold  us 
long  in  this  situation.  The  treaty,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
justly  said  of  the  advantages  to  us,  is  not  less  advantageous  to  our  allies. 
The  single  article  that  binds  us  fo  exclude  all  armed  vessels  of  the  en- 
emies in  all  future  wars  from  our  ports  is  worth  more  millions  to  them 
than  this  war  will  cost;  nay,  it  will  be  a  severer  loss  to  (ire.at  Britain 
than  all  that  she  has  spent  in  it.  Whether  Great  Britain  has  considered 
this  or  not  I  do  not  know;  but  she  will  some  time  or  other  discover  it,  and 
feel  the  inconvenience  of  it. 

You  ask  for  news  from  America.  A  vessel  from  Baltimore  is  arrived 
at  Bordeaux,  but  not  a  single  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin  or  me.  She 
brings  two  or  three  Baltimore  newspapers,  one  as  late  as  the  15th  of 
February.  There  hsw  been  a  hard  winter,  deep  snows,  uncommon  frosts, 
frozen  over  from  Connectisut  to  Long  Island  and  from  New  Jersey  to 
Staten  Island.  Lord  Sterling  went  over  to  Staten  Island  with  a  part^' 
on  the  ice,  burnt  a  few  vessels  and  a  guard  house,  took  a  few  prisoners, 
and  brought  off  a  few  deserters.  Some  New  Jersey  people  went  over 
at  the  same  time  and  plundered  without  mercy.  Finding  the  commu- 
nication open  with  New  York,  which  had  been  supposed  t^)  be  obstructed 
by  the  ice,  he  returned.  An  article  from  a  Fishkill  paper  says  that 
Clinton  and  Gornwallis  sailed  the2Gth  of  December,  with  seven  thousand 
men,  for  the  West  Indies,  but  that  the  storm  which  happened  soon 
after  their  departure  was  supimsed  to  have  done  him  mischief.  A  ship, 
brig,  «ind  schooner  were  lost  in  the  storm  on  (Jape  Cod,  unknown  who 
or  whence;  all  perished.  Congress  had  recommended  to  all  the  States 
to  regulate  ])rices  at  twenty  for  one,  which,  by  the  speculations  in  the 
papers,  was  not  well  liked.     Governor  Johnson  is  a  delegate  for  Mary- 
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Innil;  (iniornt  Wnnl  fnr  MiiRsiurlinRetts,  in  tlic  room  of  Mr.  Dana  (\rho 
loNircii  1110  to  return  yon  liis  <:niii[>1iriiont8  and  roajtccta );  the  other  del- 
.>Rntc»  an  liiNt  year.  Tlii»  ia  nil  tlio  news  I  cnti  recollect,  having  seen 
Llie  i>iiiiora  only  n  Tew  niiiitit<'.>t  in  a  larffo  company. 

'f lio KwiicTiil  HUxtn  of  iilTiiirs  !ti>[>cnrs  very  well.  I  see  no  probability 
nf  IOiif;liiiiil  nliUiiiiiij;  :iti  ;il]y;  on  tlio  coiitrnry,  there  are  many  symp- 
toms of  ill)  ttp|iro;idiin};  coiiibinntion  of  tho  maritime  powers  to  protect 
itontnil  Khiiia  from  K<>ivrclie»  and  insiilta.  Ireland  ia  in  fnll  career  of  iu- 
[leiKtiidcncc.  t'jiij;l.inil  Ri'oina  dotemiinol  to  force  Hollnml  into  a  war 
i^iUDal  lior,  lliat  aim  may  tiiivc  an  op|K>rtutiity  to  plunder  her. 

The  c(>rros[>niidcnc((Hiii)d  iiasouiatioiisiii  Englund  disticss  the  ministry 
very  miicli;  iuid  if  Uic  war  <;ontinnea,  and  they  ehoidd  not  be  very 
4nM',0R.srid,  it  Rccina  hkcly  lliat  Uioy  wonid  save  ns  the  trouble  of  dis- 
pntcliinf;  Micin.  I  ivisli,  tinwuvor,  that  Franco  and  Spain  were  more 
iionviticcd  of  the  adviiiiUgca  they  have  tii  America  and  the  West  In- 
ilif^a.  I'lio  tnoru  ships  tlie.y  send  into  tliose  aetis  the  more  they  will  force 
t<:nf;l.iiid  to  Kcnd  Micnt ;  :iiid  tho  more  she  acnda  there,  the  weaker  she 
ia  ill  I'jnropc  nml  llie  lean  alie  ia  dreaded  and  respected.  Ilollaod,  Ire' 
land,  the  opposition  in  J'^ti^^land,  and  tho  other  maritime  powers  all  feci 
:i  confidence  risiiiK  in  ixopnrlioii  to  the  diminution  of  Ihe  British  naval 
foreu  in  Kiiropo  lioaides  Uio  iiiiniinorablo  n(Ivaiitnf;ea  the  French  and 
^pitninrda  have  in  aiipportiiit;  the  war  in  the  American  seas  over  the 
Kn};liali,  which  they  tiivvo  not  in  ]'jiiro|)e.     Bnt  I  am  apprehensive  of 
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Another  i8  from  Madrid,  the  13tb  oi'  March : 

It  is  said  tbat  our  court  will  roou  publish  a  now  ro<;u1atioii  rolativo  to  (ho  Dutch 
iiaviKation*  In  tho  mean  time  they  have  relcnsod  two  nhips  of  this  nation,  viz,  the 
Qriffin  and  the  Zandam^  which  woro  detained  at  Al)]cc%ir:v8. 

The  register  ships  destined  for  the  Havana  and  Vera  Cruz,  which  are  ready  at  Ca- 
diz, are  to  sail  immediately  ;  these  ships  will  boconvoycil  by  twelve  ships  of  the  line 
and  two  frigates  as  far  as  tho  Canary  Islands.  It  is  assured  that  there  will  be  em- 
barked on  board  of  this  fleet  twelve  thousand  men,  who  arc  to  be  transported  to  America, 
audorthecommaudof  DonVictadeNava,  lieutenant-;;onor.'il.  The  last  Ictt^'.rs  from  the 
Havana  import  that  there  were  in  that  port  fourteen  ships  of  tho  lino,  as  well  as  four 
thousand  men,  ready  to  embark  for  an  expedition,  the  (d>jcct  of  which  is  yet  un- 
known. Two  of  our  cruisers  have  entered  Barcelona  with  live  very  rich  i>rizeo,  among 
which  one  had  ou  board  15,000  guineas,  destined  for  Mahou. 

Another  from  Paris : 

Letters  from  Malta  of  tho  11th  of  February  inform  that- the  king's  frigate  the  Syra 
CIM0,  commanded  by  M.  Clavel,  ofl*  Candia,  hiis  takon  the  English  cutter  The  linck^ 
of  twenty-four  guns,  twelve  swivels,  and  two  hundred  and  three  men,  connnandod  by 
Captain  George  Flagg,  and  that  tho  bad  condition  to  which  tho  engagement  had  re 
daced  her  had  induced  him  to  sink  her. 

Another  from  Frankfort,  of  the  iHt  of  April: 

They  write  from  Hesse  that  they  continue  to  raJHo  many  recruit-s,  and  that  there 
were  at  Ziagenham  six  hundred  and  eighty  volinitecrH,  who  were  to  sot  off  in  a  little 
time  with  one  thousaiul  one  hundred  and  twenty  ni<;n  for  America. 

Another  from  Auistcrdam,  of  the  Gth  of  March : 

We  learn  from  Dort  that  they  expected  there  the  Knglish  vessels  destined  to  trans- 
port the  Qerman  troops  for  tho  service  of  England,  which  were  still  at  Ninicgncn  ; 
and  they  write  from  The  Hague  that  General  Faucet  had  arrived  there  a  few  days 
since. 

Another  from  London,  of  tho  3l8t  of  March : 

The  despatches  which  tho  court  has  last  received  from  Sir  Joseph  Yorko  excite  tho 
particular  attention  of  the  ministry.  Although  the  conlonts  of  llieni  have  not  yet 
been  made  public,  it  is  said,  nevertheless,  that  in  conHfupicnco  of  the  memorial  pre- 
sented on  the  21st  to  tho  States-General  by  the  British  nn'uister,  their  high  mighti- 
nesses have  taken  the  pre  avia  relative  to  tho  succors  demanded  by  Great  Hritain, 
which,  although  conceived  in  very  moderate  terms,  contains,  nevertheless,  .i  refusal 
to  furnish  tho  succors  demanded  ;  tho  rcx>ublic,  as  it  is  pretcndrti,  founding  it-s  in- 
ability to  comply  with  this  demand  principal!}'  upon  the  non-existence  of  the  case  of 
inva^'iou  of  the  Hritish  states,  as  a  case  which  alone  could  lay  them  under  obligation 
to  accede  to  tho  requisition  of  tho  King  of  England,  the  Count  do  Welderen,  envoy 
extraordinary  of  tho  Stat-os-Goneral,  has  been  on  the  '^Dtii  in  cmiferonco  with  Lord 
Stormont,  and  communicnted  to  him  the  j)rc-a rt«  of  their  high  niightiiiesses  relative 
to  the  requisition  of  his  Britannic  majosly,  u))on  the  subject  of  which  the  States- 
General  will  soon  take  a  formal  resolution.  It  is  reported  also  that  his  excellency 
has  likewise  imparted  to  our  ministry  tho  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  which  h:vs  ad- 
judged that  Captain  Hyland  w.'is  not  the  aggresHor  in  the  aflair  of  tho  seizure  of  tho 
Dutch  ships  by  Conimodoro  Fielding.  However,  it  is  ji.sscrt<»d  that  tho  court  of  St. 
James  has  declared  afresh  "  that  if  the  Statoa-Gencral  refiiHo  to  furnish  to  England 
the  succors  demanded  in  virtue  of  treaties,  she  will  give  orders  to  search,  without 
distinction,  all  Dutch  ships  under  convoy  and  without  convoy,  and  that  all  the  nior- 
chandises  and  cfTects  destined  for  tho  French  and  Spaniards  which  shall  bo  found 
loaded  on  board  these  vessels  shall  be  seized  and  conQscated;  adding,  that  it  is  net- 
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Nil  tlin  rupnblia  ahuiilil  bo  oxousml  on  hur  p*ti  fknm  th» 
n'liili>  KiikIiwiI  aUoulil  bo  Iiold  on  lion  t»  rulQU  tb«  coudi- 
Hi.-i|iii'iivu  of  bar  fiinucr  duoluriUioii,  the  refiiiblia  Kbuiild 
imiiliToil  liiit,  nil  tliii  fimliiig  of  other  uuiittal  [lowort." 
iiirouviT,  lli:it  Uii'.  riMsiitiH  aUo);o(1  by  llieit  bijjb  iiiiKbUueasos  in  JiisUli- 
r  rofiiii:i1  lo  :i<-i[nii'Hi'<i  in  tbu  doniAnd  nf  Gnglntid  are  uf  a  uaturo  to  con- 
iHtrf  Mint  Hiicli  ;iii  iu:i|illoscanco  iroiibl  protluoo  ounitoquouaas  oqnally 
linrtfnl  to  tbo  TrH|i«utivo  iiitoiivitii  iif  the  two  [Mivrorg  in  tbe  i>roaaiit  aoujnoatun). 

nni  nwiiirud  lliikt  r:ii-b  mini  i>r  tbo  crowa  i>r  lliii  siiiiitdniii  of  Cumiiiuilure  Fiobl- 
jll  rurrivn  tniiro  tlian  .CD  nUirliiij;  fur  bi«  tiliaro  of  Lliu  procoodB  of  tlie  enpluros 
uf  tbu  I»ilu1i  c'liivoy,  mill  tliiiL  Iburo  will  bo  £200  sturliu);  paid  to  tbe  king's 
ii)ii|M  nt  S)>ilbi)ad  fuv  Uinic  puil.  of  tbu  prluia  vrbicb  tbu;  bare  mado. 

'I1in  court  tinn  ri'cc-ivi'il  williin  i\  fuw  ilnyii  n  gi'unt  uniuber  uf  dospntolioa  from  itg 
miiiiHlfMiit  fiHoiKii 'iriiirU,  lliii  fi<nilirnt»  of  vrliicb  bnvo  given  oooobJou  to  acvoral 
tuliiiiut  rnininilH.     Tliiinx  «f  Kir  Ji<H>-pli  Yorke  bavo  excited  a  paiticulnr  attobtion. 

'I'liK  iinii'iirH  (>r  nil  tliu  vi'hhc-Ih  rif  wnr  dvntineil  for  sea  b.ivB  received  ordura  to  repair 
on  lionril  at  mxiii  ni  pnruililu  Hiiil  liii  ro.-uly  to  niiil  «n  tbo  Onit  notice.  Tbe  ofDcon  of 
till'  ri'ttiiiii'iit?)  iif  Ti-uiil:iT  Ini'ipH  ittid  of  the  militia  most  also  Join  tboir  reapeotlvo 
curtiB  witbniit  duliiy,  Iliiit  tlioy  inny  bo  ready  to  march  by  the  middle  of  April.  Tiie 
fiirvus  will  oncainp  niinrly  in  tUo  Hntno  pliioe  h  Inst  yoar,  and  there  will  be  oome 
dutuvbcil  cur|i»  n::iily  l<i  join  llm  tliUbrfliit  civiupij  ftccoriliii){  to  oircumilaaoes. 
I  liiivo  Ibo  liouoi'  to  bu,  witli  Ibo  gtoutoat  ruspoct  aud  estoeui,  etc., 

John  Adahr 


J,  Ad.-iiiis  to  tbe  Prealdont  of  Congrees.* 
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iestobly  ber  goodfaith  and  her  impartiality  toirards  both  partius  ;  that  she  ibinkfi, 
ooDseqoeDtl}',  ibat  she  ou^btto  oxpect  that  the  other  cotnmorctal  po\Yors  will  be 
earnest  to  accede  to  her  matinor  of  thinking  relative  to  the  neutrality. 

In  parsnanoe  of  these  two  views,  her  majesty  has  charged  thn  subscriber  to  invite 
your  high  mightinesses  to  make  a  common  cause  with  her ;  insoiuuuli  that  tins 
nnion  may  serve  to  protect  commerce  and  navigation,  observing  at  the  same  time 
the  most  exact  neutrality  and  to  communicate  to  you  the  mciuiures  which  slio  has 
taken  in  consequence.  Similar  invitations  have  been  already  made  to  the  courts  of 
Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  and  Lisbon,  to  the  end  that,  by  the  common  cares  of  all 
neutral  maritime  i>owers,  a  neutral  system,  founded  on  Justice,  and  which,  by  its 
real  utility,  may  serve  as  a  rule  for  future  ages,  may  bo  established  and  made  legal 
in  favor  of  the  commercial  navigation  of  neutral  nations.  The  subscriber  makes  no 
doubt  that  your  high  mightinesses  will  take  into  consideration  the  invitation  of  Iiur 
imperal  mi^esty,  and  concur  in  making,  without  delay,  a  declaration  to  the  bellig- 
erent powers  founded  upon  the  same  principles  with  those  of  the  empress,  his  sov- 
ereign, by  explaining  your  sentiments  at  the  same  time  upon  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
tection of  your  commerce,  of  your  navigation,  and  of  the  nature  of  contraband  goods, 
conformably  to  the  terms  of  your  particular  treaties  with  other  nations.  Moi*covor, 
the  subscriber  has  the  honor  to  assure  your  high  mightinesses  that  if,  for  establishing 
solidly  a  system  equally  glorious  and  advantageous  to  the  prosperity  of  navigation 
in  general,  you  will  commence  a  negotiation  with  the  neutral  powers  above  men- 
tioned, to  the  end  to  establish  a  particular  convention  upon  this  subject,  the  empress, 
J^is  sovereign,  will  be  ready  to  engage  in  it. 

Yonr  high  mightinesses  will  readily  perceive  the  necessity  of  coming  to  a  resolu- 
tion upon  subjects  equally  important  and  advantageous  to  humanity  in  general. 

The  subscriber  requests  the  favor  that  your  high  mightinesses  would  furniHh  him 

with  a  speedy  answer. 

Gallitzin. 


Declaration  of  her  majesty  the  Empress  of  liussia,  mttde  to  the  roitrta  of  VersaitlvSt  Madrid^ 

and  London,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  vwrnorial. 

The  Empress  of  all  the  Hussias  has  maniffvsted  so  visibly  the  sontiiiicnts  orjnHiii;e, 
equity,  and  moderation  which  animate  lior,  {ind  Ikm  giviMi,  during  tlio  whf>lo  ronrso 
of  the  war  maintained  against  the  Ottoman  Porte,  smdi  convincing  proofs  of  lin* 
attention  to  the  rights  of  neutrality  and  the  freedom  of  commerce  in  general,  that 
in  this  respect  she  may  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  all  Kurope.  This  conduct,  ns 
as  well  as  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  she  has  observed  the  ruleu  of  neu- 
trality during  the  course  of  this  war,  has  given  her  room  to  hope  that  her  subjects 
would  peaceably  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  industry  and  the  advantages  which  belong 
to  all  neutral  nations.  Kxporionce  has,  however,  taught  her  the  c(»ntrary,  since 
neither  these  considerations  nor  the  regard  duo  to  what  the  law  of  nations  in  general 
prescribes  have  been  able  to  hinder  the  subjects  of  her  majesty  from  being  often- 
times  trouble<l  in  their  navigation  or  interrupted  or  retarded  in  tluMr  coninieree  by 
the  subjects  of  the  belligerent  i>owers.  These  interruptions  having  ctuiio  upon 
business  in  general,  and  that  of  Russia  in  particular,  are  of  a  nature  to  awnken  the 
attention  of  all  the  neutral  nations,  and  oblige  her  niajesty  the  enipre,ss  to  seek  to 
deliver  herself  from  thoni  by  all  moans  suitable  to  her  dignity  and  the  well-being 
of  her  subjects. 

But  before  she  shall  put  them  in  execution,  being  filled  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
prevent  all  subsequent  acts  of  violence,  she  has  thought  that  it  was  consistent  with 
her  equity  to  lay  open  to  all  Europe  the  principles  which  will  g<»vcru  her,  and  which 
are  indispensable  to  prevent  all  mi6undor»tanding,  ns  well  as  all  which  might  give 
occasion  to  it.  To  this  she  has  determined  lierKelf  with  ho  much  the  more  confidence, 
as  these  principles  are  drawn  from  the  primitive  law  of  nations  and  adopted  by  all 
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Miitimin,  ivliidi  Urn  lii'llip'iniL  iiiiwvrgUieiiMelvi'goiiii  iiutciictriito—dtlecMt  nut  wil 
■lilt  vii)lntiiiR  tlici  litWH  ur  iiKiiLriilUy  •iid  coiitcniiiiiifi  tlio  ruDtlaiiiDiibil Ttiles  whi 
thvy  111  CI  til  so  I  vfH  ti.tvo  ndiiplrd  tii  iliven  tnsatiut  and  allimiuM  iiow  cxiallii|; : 

AllTlci.K  1.  Tlial  nil  in'iitral  vrtumU  ou){lit  to  iiaTi);n(e  freely  rruui  cno  purt  to  i 
ulliur,  nn  wull  na  h|>iiii  llin  coiihU  ufiho  powoTB  now  nt  war. 

AiiT.  11.  Tliikl  l.lii<  ■■I1Vi:Ih  l>rli>ii(;iii|{  tu  tlie  •iiliJoQts  of  tliB  bolli^roni  poirm  ah. 
bofroii  in  iiciitnil  hIUiir,  r\r(i]>l iiif; nlwuyB  cunlmbnixl  {{umla. 

Aid'.  III.  Tliiit  Iti^r  iiii|>r>riik1  iiiuJoHly,  in  oniiKqueiico  of  Dia  ItDiila  kImitii  lliod,  n 
itillmni  ntriotly  Lii  Hint  n'lik'li  in  hI i|iiil(ttMl  liy  tliu  lontli  iiikI  cluvuitlli  ortioliscof  I 
tti'iity  iif  c<iiiiiiicti:ii  Willi  I'IimI  itrjtiiiii,  cotivotuitiK  Iho  lumtiicT  in  ivhicliolio  onglit 

AilT.  IV.  Tliiit  an  III  n1i;it  i:uiiuuriiH  a  [Kirt  bluokcil  ii|i,  ws  on|>lit  liiil<,  in  Irulli, 
roiiHJ.Irr  iin  Kiiuli  iiiiy  liiiL  IIiohii  n  liicli  nro  foiinil  in  wvll  Blint  it|>  t>y  n  llxwl  anal  Bill 
cii-iit  iiiMiilicr  iirvi-Hsi'lH  lir'1iiii)-iiiK  to  llto  po nor  will vli  Bltuckit  it  tbnt  oiio  cau  ii 
ulli-iii|il  t'>  uiili.ir  iiil«  Hrirli  port  nltliont  evident  <lnn);or. 

AitT.  V.  Tlmt  thrnii  |>riiiri|>lrit  Above  laid  dotru  oiiglit  to  lerve  ••  anile  1»  all  pi 
ccciIiiiKn,  n'1iniiuvi-r  lliiTu  in  it  iiiicxliun  oonooniiiig  tlio  loxnlit;  of  pTir.ee. 

J''r tliRHDcuiiHidiT^iliuiii  liiT  ImiierinliniijMty  innki'aiiodifllcuUy  to  declare  tin 

niiiliini:  In  insiini  tlin  i<M'.i'iitiiin  nf  that  wliiuh  in  heroin  Iwfure  dcolareil,  to inainti 
nt  tlio  Hniiin  tiniu  tbn  liiiiinr  iif  liur  Ma^i  >»■  null  aH  the  mtcly  of  (he  commorcoof  1 
Htnli'R,  mid  niHO  t»  [niilci-t  tliii  iinvi)tation  nf  her  anhJuolB  nf;ainHt  all  tliote  whom 
itiny  c<>iii:vni,  hIio  Iijih  kIvi'ii  nnkrB  tlint  «  connidotitlilu  jiortlan  of  liar  tnnri time  Ton 
slinll  1)11  ]iiit  III  Hc.'v,  Willi  nil  ollirr  intontiun  than  toinsnre  tlieobBoivalionof  thenii 
oxaL-l  niid  tlm  ninKt  otrii-t  ni'iilrnlity,  which  hiT  innjeatj  proposca  to  koop  as  loU); 
dhci  filiall  not  Bco  liiMiU'ir  iili:iiiliitiily  forced  to  dcimlt  from  that  BjHtoni  of  inoderali 
nnil  of  |it'rri'ct  iiculriilily  wliii^li  bIio  Iibb  ailupt4-d,  lit  Buch  sort  that  it  willnot  liol 
ill  lliii  tiiHt  nxIrvMiily  tlint  Iut  IliH'.t  will  cxorcieo  hur  Itnal  ordora  to  go  whacevcr  1 
iK'ci'iuiity  nnd  t1i<i  Rir<'iiiiiHl:iii<'irH  may  rcqniro. 
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I  was  told  that  wonid  uot  be  agreed  to  in  Etiglaiidi  as  there  was  a 
chauce  of  retaking  them  iu  their  passage  to  France.  But  a  cartel  bciug 
treated  of,  as  I  understand,  by  the  ambassadors  of  England  and  France 
at  The  Hague,  the  French  ambassador  applied  to  Commodore  Jones  for 
those  prisoners  to  be  exchanged  there,  who  wouhl  not  deliver  them  up 
without  my  orders  and  a  promise  of  exchanging  them  for  Americans. 
The  ambassador  thereupon  wrote  to  me  requesting  such  orders,  which 
I  sent  accordingly,  expressing  my  reliance  that  an  equal  number  (ibur 
hundred  and  seventy -two)  of  other  English  would  be  delivered  to  meat 
Morhiix,  to  be  exchanged  there  for  Americivns.  After  tliis,  at  the  in- 
stance of  M.  de  Sartine,  I  gave  orders  to  our  agent  at  L'Orient  to  doJi  ver 
a  number  of  other  prisoners  we  had  there  to  the  captain  of  the  llnitpy 
Cartel^  in  exchange  for  so  many  Frenchmen,  with  the  same  reliance  as 
above  mentioned.  As  soon  as  1  received  your  information  that  the 
Cartel  was  sailed  from  Plymouth  with  one  hundre<l  Americans,  I  applied 
for  one  hundred  English  to  be  rendered  at  Morlaix  for  the  exchange,  and 
wais  told  that  orders  should  that  da}'  be  given  to  march  them  thither 
from  Samnur  for  that  purpose.  I  imagined  it  had  been  done  and  the 
exchange  made  till  I  heard  the  contrary  from  you.  To-day  I  learn  that 
they  were  not  arrived  while  the  Cartel  was  there,  and  I  have  now  de- 
sired of  M.  de  Sartine  that  two  hundred  maybe  immediately  sent  over, 
one  to  pay  for  the  one  hundred  Americans  received  and  the  other  to 
exchange  a  fresh  parcel.  His  verbal  answer  is  that  the  request  is  ]\\^t 
and  shall  be  complied  with,  and  he  will  write  a  letter  to  me  to-morrow, 
which  1  may  send  over  to  be  shown  to  the  board  of  sick  and  hurt,  that 
will  explain  the  matter  and  clear  me  from  any  charge  of  bad  faith.  He 
(ulded  that  he  would  also  tiike  the  iirst  opportunity  of  sending  the  re- 
mainder to  equal  the  number  delivered  in  Holland  in  order  to  exchange 
for  Americans,  h.iving  no  scruple  of  doing  this  by  advance,  the  board 
having  shown  the  greatest  honor  and  exactitude  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings. I  am  sure  it  hiis  been  my  intention  to  do  the  same,  and  1  shall 
always  act  accordingly,  though  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  injustice 
towards  us  in  the  inst^ince  of  the  Boston  cartels  formerly  mentioned, 
1  shall  write  to  Mr.  Hartley  (from  whom  I  have  just  received  copies  of 
the  French  certiilciites,  etc.)  per  next  post  after  1  receive  the  letter 
from  M.  de  ^artine.  In  the  mean  time  I  wish  you  would  bo  so  good  as 
to  communiciite  to  him  the  contents  of  this,  \\'{{\\  my  respects. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  some  more  particulars  about  Mr.  W.  and 
the  reasons  of  discarding  him.  I  hope  the  rest  of  that  worthy  society 
are  well  and  happy. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hum* 
ble  servant. 

wii— yoL  ju — ^y 
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J.  Adams  to  tli«  Ftsaident  of  CoDBreas.* 

TABIS,  April  11, 1780. 
But:  Tim  coiinlicH  in  l<jtip:lnm1  vliicli  linve  agreed  to  potitious  u|k>ii 
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Ill  :ill,  twenty  live  <:iiiiiiUes. 

Tlic  liiat  moeUiig  of  llie  delogatM  was  March  II,  1780.  The  cities 
and  towim  wliidi  liavo  ii{;nH!<l  iijron  eimiliir  petitions  are  Jioiidoii,  West- 
niiiiKler,  Vcirk,  JtrJNtol,  danibridge,  Nottingbani,  Netrcasble,  Heading, 
and  l{ii<I};en'a:oi'. 

Tlic  (loniilics  which  hiivc  not  yet  agreed  upon  poiitionB  are  West- 


APRIL   13,  1780.  fill 

knights,  to  be  choseu  iu  a  duo  proportion  by  the  several  comities  of 
Great  Britaiu. 

(3)  To  the  proi>ositioii  for  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
be  elected  to  serve  iu  Parliament  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

But  the  most  important  resolution  of  all  Wiis  also  unanimous — 

That  ifc  is  tlio  opinion  of  this  mooting  that  the  prosecution  of  an  olfonsivo  war  in 
America  is  most  evidently  a  measure  which,  by  employin*;  our  groat  and  onormnuHly 
pxpeusive  military  operations  against  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  provenis  this 
from  exerting  its  nniUxl,  vigorous,  and  firm  ciflbrts  ngainst  the  powers  of  Franco  and 
Spain,  and  has  no  other  effect  upon  America  tlian  to  continue,  and  thereby  to  increase, 
the  enmity  which  has  so  long  and  so  fatally  subsisted  between  the  arms  of  hotli,  can 
be  prmluctive  of  no  good  wlmtever,  but  by  preventing  conciliatir^u  threatens  tlio 
accomplishment  of  the  ruin  of  tlio  British  empire. 

This  meeting,  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  largest  ever  known  and 
perfectly  unanimous,  gtive  power  to  the  committee  of  iussociation  to  call 
the  county  together  when  they  should  judge  jnoper. 

After  all,  even  this  committee  does  not  appear  to  see  the  true  interest 
of  the  country— the  necessity  of  peace.  l*eace  alone  can  save  them. 
They  are  for  leaving  America,  which  is  a  great  thing,  but  it  does  not 
appear  but  that  they  are  still  for  continuing  the  war  with  our  allies. 

An  article  of  the  4tli  of  April  says  that  commotions  are  reported  to 
have  arisen  in  the  count}'  of  York,  many  of  the  inh<ibitants  of  which 
have  i)ercmptorily  refuseil  to  i)ay  the  taxes. 

Oongress  will  observe  by  the  paragraphs  in  the  Morning  Tost  of 
April  the  Ist  that  they  seem  to  be  in  Engliind  totally  ignorant  of  the 
designs  of  the  Empress  of  Liussia  and  of  the  other  neutral  powers. 

The  paper  of  April  the  3d  contains  Major-General  (/ainpbell's  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickson's  account  of  the  surrender  of  the  port  of 
Baton  Kongo,  etc.,  with  about  five  hundred  regular  troops,  prisoners  of 
war,  to  Don  Bernado  de  Galvez,  the  2ist  of  September. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

TUE  IIACJUK,  April  i;j,  1780. 

Sir:  Since  the  memorial  presented  to  their  high  mightinesses  by  the 
pleiiipotentisiry  of  Russia  (of  wiiicli,  jvs  well  as  tin?  declaraMont  of  his 
court  to  thoseof  Versailles,  Madrid,  and  London,  I  join  lieie  copies  in  the 
Leyden  Gazette),  the  provincial  states  of  Holland  are  dcliberatinjj:  on 
the  invitation  of  the  empress,  and  1  am  sure  (knowing  it  from  a  very 
good  hand)  the  resolution  of  this  province  will  bo  taken  within  the  next 


•  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  T)  Sparks'  Dip.  Uov.  Corr.,  IJOl,  wliicii  is  a  liberal  paraphra.se 
of  the  original. 

t  See  this  <leclaratioii  and  tho  mciuorial,  duprUf  John  Ailams  to  the  rrcsiilcufc  of 
CongroAS,  April  10,  1760. 
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nook  iifrrroitlil.v  to  the  vi<iwK  (if  tliu  oiiiproHs  mill  to  tiregoiioral  wishes 
iif'iill  piiiil  iiu^n.  Ninv,:is(]io  tcMoliilioitsor  tliisitruviiicoarucoiiniiuiiiy 
:i<l(i])U>(l  Iiy  lliti  otlicLs,  [Uvw  JH  very  good  hopo  that  this  roitiiblio  will 
Uiliv  11  Kli-p  \v]iii:li  iiiiisl  lUM.rlonitu  Si  goiiural  iiuvillcntiou. 

This  inullifitiiiw!  i^  llMiiiylit,  not  oirly  hy  luyaolf  Liiit  by  many  otliers, 
vciy  ini])oilaiii  li>  the  UnittMl  Status.  Tho  most  devoted  partisaus  of 
lliu  I'^n^liHli  cmirt  Ui'vv,  scciiif!  tliiit  tliey  cua  uot,  witliout  rouduriug 
lIu'iimdvcB  t(ju  odious,  jirovuiit  siiuh  a  i-esuliitivu  from  boiug  takcii,  do 
ujiuL  Ihv.v  can  U>  uiiui'vido  it  by  obucure  »iid  aiiibtgnouH  uxprossioiiH, 
Hliii;li  Mioy  prDposu  inlic,  iiiscrtod  ;  but  our  good  men  lake  cure  to  sweeii 
tlic  dust  wlii(ili  till'  ollicrs  tliiow  in  Uioiv  way. 

As  to  ilii'!  ollutr  |.»o  oIiIlt-Ih  which  at  [irueuiit  tnko  up  this  rcptibiie, 
vix,  tliu  iiiiHitdltHi  uoiivoyH  ;uid  the  asBistauuo  which  tho  Kngliah  court 
ik^riiiiiidu  from  thi»  rupiildii^,  Hid  province  of  Uollaud  has  alretuly,  Sev- 
ern! weoics  ;igii,  iiiiitiiiijioii.sly  resolved  the  rorniur,  niul  doclinod  granting 
thi!  t^iiceors  ikH  lierii^  iiol  witliiu  the  castn  firdcrin  by  tliiu  war.  To  this 
resolution  tlic  provinces  of  FrieslaiM),  Overyssel,  aud  Grouiugou  have 
Hiicccssively  ucueded,  untl  it  is  expected  the  three  others  will  do  the 
sainc. 

1  advised  the  ciiinitiilli-o  of  foreign  aflaim  by  luy  letter  of  Juiio  21, 
ITTfi,  til  think  of  Ni-ndiii;;  lieri',  aliqtuaitewetliovcstmmpietateffravemao 
vKTilh  rirum  ;  it,  in  now  lime  for  such  a  man  to  be  here,  at  first  iucog- 
nilo,  Itll  h  should  hu  pni|i(-rlodiH|day  the  character  of  plenipotentiary. 
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goods  thoy  please  in  their  own  ships,  provided  they  are  not  bound  to 
places  actually  invested  by  an  enemy. 

CanaiantlnopJCf  March  X — ^Tlie  Porto  liavinp^  received  the  diHAgroeablo  news  that 
throe  xoboc8  from  Miiltn  hacl  (m*Jzo(1  upon  a  ]avQo  Tiirkmh  ship  with  a  rich  cargo  of 
coffco,  rico,  hoiup,  aDcl  other  prodtictioiifp,  this  ailvico  has  accelerated  the  doi>arturo 
of  two  men-of-war  and  four  gaUeys,  which  wiU  go  before  the  fleet  of  the  grand 
admiral,  to  cruiso  in  the  archipelago,  and  protect  tho  navigation  of  the  European 
nations  against  the  vexations  of  the  French  and  English. 

Copenhagen^  i/arc4  28.— Captain  Zagel,  tho  courier  of  her  majesty  the  Enipn>sM  of 
all  tho  RussiaSy  is  returned  to  St.  Potersburgh,  aecompaniiMl  by  Captain  Socolounky, 
secretary  of  (he  KusNian  con^ml  in  tho  sound.  Thoy  are  very  busy  here  in  e'luipping 
tho  vessels  of  war  the  Waqrie^  of  sixty-four  guns;  the  InMHlrvllcn^  <»f  8ixt3*-four;  and 
tho  frigate  Comhord,  of  thirty- four. 

TjOndon^  April  A. — There  are  lately  arrived  here  interestinj^  despaU'Iies  to  govern- 
ment from  Sir  Jo40])h  Yorke,  which  contain  some  furtlier  explanatioim  of  the  dispo- 
sitions of  the  republic,  in  consequence  of  the  bwit  uieiuorial  ])n*.sculed  lo  their  high 
Diightinesses  by  that  minister  and  tho  resolution  to  protect  the  eoinuierce  of  their 
snbjects.  However  this  nmy  bo,  there  are  actunlly  in  thn  ports  of  this  kingdom 
fifty  Dutch  vessels  seized  by  our  ships  of  war,  because  tlicy  we.re  found  loaded  wiih 
naval  stores  for  our  oneniicsy  and  alroaily  the  numt  of  tlu^ir  cargoes  have  been 
adjudge<l  goo<l  prizes,  theso  articles  being  considered  an  eiuitraband,  and  their  trans- 
portation to  an  enemy  contrary  to  treaties  subsisting  between  the  republic  and 
England. 

Uaguet  April  9. — Wo  learn  that  the  states  of  the  province  of  Overy?4H<tll  have  sent 
to  tho  assembly  of  their  high  mightinesses  their  iustruelions  relative  t^i  the  two 
moraoriais  presented  by  Sif  Joseph  Yorke  the  28th  of  July  and  the  2(ith  of  Nf>veMilKM' 
of  tho  last  year,  tho  first  purporting  a  demand  of  succors  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of 
1G78,  and  tho  second  demanding  an  immodiat.o  and  calngurieal  answer.  Tiie  con- 
tents of  the  instructions  are,  **  That  their  noble  mightinoN.seM,  an.or  having  maturely 
reflected  upon  all  which  concerns  the  matter  in  r|ueHtion,  eMprcjally  upon  the  treaties 
existing  between  the  kingiloui  and  the  ropublioH,  as  well  aM  the  obligatioMs  whicii 
tho  two  nations  had  mutually  laid  tlie.mselves  uuiler,  and  :i1h<)  in  particular  upon  the 
present  situation  in  which  this  republic  now  stands  in  sineral  points  re^pecfing  her 
own  preservation,  the  nniinteuauco  of  her  rights  and  poHMeHsions  and  respecli ug  the 
powers  actually  at  war,  Judge  that  the  two  memorials  presiMited  by  Sir  .lt>8epli 
Yorke  may  and  ought  to  be  answered  in  the  Hdlowing  manner:  'That  all  the  prin- 
ciples alleged  and  tho  circiiinstanees  at  this  time  existing  oblige  their  high  uiighti- 
nesses  more  than  ever  to  watch  carefully  their  own  preservation  and  defense,  to  use 
every  ofTortto  ward  off  all  furtherdangeronseonM<»fpuuie<»s,  anil  lo  this  end  to  reciuest 
his  majesty  not  to  take  it  in  ill  2>art  if,  in  the  critical  situation  of  nn.'iirM,  in  which 
the  least  diminution  of  their  forces  might  bedangerous,  their  high  might  inesses  think 
themselves  lawfully  authorized  to  refuse  the  succors  demanded  by  his  nnijesty, 
although  these  succors,  considering  certain  engagements,  the  jirete.nded  npplicMtion 
of  which  it  wouhl  be  useless  nt  this  time  to  search  into,  may  be  jiidg«'d  indispeiisaMo 
by  his  nuijesty,  in  the  linn  eonfidcnce  that  in  the  circumstances  in  which  (heir  high 
mightinejiscs  find  themselves,  his  mnjesty  not  disapproving  of  their  conduct,  will 
desist,  not  only  from  demanding  th<'ir  assistance,  but  on  tlu^  (!<»ntrary,  sis  a  proof  of 
the  atToction  of  wliicdi  his  majesty  had  so  often  given  tlieni  asHurances,  will  permit 
them  invariably  to  pursue  that  neutrality  whicli  from  the  bt^ginning  of  the  present 
troubles  they  have  ndopte<l.'  " 

It  is  asserted  that,  on  the  memorial  presented  by  the  Prince  fJallitzen,  envoy  ex- 
traordiimry  of  the  Empress  of  Knssia,  their  high  mightin(\sses  have  provisi(Mially 
concluded,  "That,  having  taken  the  saifl  memorial  into  consideration,  tho  deputies 
of  the  respective  provinces  have  sent  copies  of  it,  as  well  as  of  iho  papers  annexed  to 
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it,  to  lio  (■niniiiiinirnti'il  In  tlimr  nwomltllm,  prnj-lnf;  tlinm  tn  f 
|iriH<iili1<',  tlin  ri'sciliili'itm  iil' llio  Htntoa  their  cniiHtiliionta," 

III  till-  mean  tinii',  niiii'i>  iln:  Nniil  hieiiMirinl  Iinii  bcon  iiiMle  pnbllo,  U  Is  giTon  a 
lli:il  llm  ciiiivmlluii  lii-twi'iii  I1i»  oi>i)rl«  ot  rctcrnbiirgli,  Stock  liolm,  anil  Cupeii  I 
^r.n,  n'lll  in  it  liltlii  tiiii"  In-  I'niilirmed,  niid  that  Deniiinrk  irill  proonro,  on  corti 
coiKliliiiiiH,  livK  iir  Hi-i  tliiiiiKniiil  Hi'ikmon  for  this  ropiihlic. 

Wo  Ipiitti  l.liiit  Uii>  niisiviT  iif  hin  Brilnuiiii;  majoiity  to  tho  coprOMiitnttona  vrhi 

ihi'  (' t  ilii  Wiilih'rni,  luiiiiHiiT  nf  tho  Btntoa-Uoiienil  nt  tho  oonrt  of  Loiidou,  li 

Wi'M  i'1mii;;i-i1  liy  llii^ii'  lii>>li  iiil<;1iliiiRaiu!H  to  iiinko  tn  tlio  Dritinb  aovoriiinont  Mlati 
In  n  |ii<>l<>ii;;!ilii<ii  lit  llii'  loi  III  of  tlirco  wvuhH,  |iruHorihni1  in  the  hint  iiicniorinl  of  1 
.liiii'l.!)  Viiiki-,  r.ir  K'viii;:  liim  »  •li-lin!l.ivi<  aiiHHnr,  oto.,  airiveil  tholtlut  iif  liwt  inoiil 
;iiiil  iNriiniiil  Ik  1x1  in  Uik  tii'i;iitiv<-,  lliu  kjiif;  Insisting  on  an  Answer  liy  tho  tiiuolin 

'I'liRj'   1,'ivci  mil,  lliiil.  l!ii'.  rilirw  i>f  I)iiiiIk<c,  Liilion,  llmmeti,   ITambnig,  eto.,  « 

:iiln|>i,  ;i!i  »'i^l1  iiM  inoHl.  iif  II Hlinrii  )Kiwers.  tho  |iitrty  oT  nentrnlil;,  niitl  that, 

1':M;:hiiiil  iirrxlnl^  in  Ilii'  |ir:M't.i>'ii  ill*  visitJiiK.  sljippiii)!  mill  w-nrchiiig  iiuiilriil  vosso 
Di'iiiiiiiik  M  ri'HKtv't  III  i'\<'liiili<  Kngliih  vcHwtln  rnitn  thn  sniiud. 

To  j  ml  SO,  oT  tliMi;;M  Mm  iniiflt  iiii|tnrtiitlly,  no  initii  cuii  doubt  tbnt  pr 
ccciliiiKs  Ko  violi'iit,  iunl  kd  contrary  to  tho  iintiirftl  rights  of  tmtJoii 
will  iiiiikn  tlin  Doiilnil  powcrH  feci  liow  much  it  iriiitnrts  tlicm  tn  a 
himiiilrt  to  llic,  iiiloIiMiiblc  oscoflses  to  wUivli  their  vesseia,  sniliiif;  mid 
lli»  rutdi  of  Ireattas,  inr.  daily  uxposud  by  tko  sbii>s  of  oue  party  in  tl 
pivwiit  war. 

I  liavo  (liu  bono)'  to  lio,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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iUness  to  go  oq  with  tbe  basinoss  of  the  Tloitso.  It  appeared  as  much 
a  political  as  a  real  illness,  and  I  dare  say  some  new  movements,  per- 
haps in  the  administration,  ma^'  be  the  consequence.  He  has  not,  how- 
ever, resigned,  and  the  House  is  adjourned  for  the  benefit  of  his  health 
till  next  Monday  week.  Perhaps  it  may  then  be  too  late  to  renew  the 
intended  motion  about  America  or  the  state  of  the  war  there.  The  poH- 
sessiou  of  Charleston,  if  but  for  a  week,  or  the  taking  of  two  or  three 
men-of-war  from  tbeir  enemies,  may  make  these  wise  heads  think  their 
arms  invincible,  and  that  they  may  have  some  better  success  by  inos- 
ecuting  the  war  a  little  further. 
I  wish  you  every  success  and  happiness,  and  am,  with  very  great 

regard,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

W.  S.  C* 


J..  Adams  to  the  President  of  Cong^ress-t 

Parih,  April  15,  1780. 

Sib:  There  is  an  article  from  Hamburg  which  deserves  Jittention. 
It  IS  this. 

Tho  neutrality  of  tbe  powers  of  tlio  north  is  decided.  TI1C3'  liavo  profited  of  llio 
diYisions  wliich  Iiato  arisen  between  England  and  North  America,  by  scllin^x  to  Mie 
former  timber,  cordage,  hemp,  and  tar,  which  she  fornu^rly  drew  from  her  CohniicH. 
The  occasions  which  tho  enemies  of  Great  ISritain  have  also  had  for  tlicso  arlich*,4 
have  establishefl  a  competition  which  has  procured  groat  a<l  vantages  to  tho  connucrce 
of  tho  north.    They  have  everywhere  t.iken  measures  to  protect  it. 

In  vain  has  England  sought  assistance  from  that  quarter;  her  con- 
duct has  irrevocably  deprived  her  of  it. 

Leghorn^  March  22. — Wo  learn  from  Naples  that  tho  king  has  pnrchasntl  of  the  Order 
of  Malta  two  vessels  to  increase  the  marine  of  that  kingdom.  His  majesty  is  atten- 
tively engaged  in  the  care  of  forming  onioers  for  this  dcpartuir.nt.  Tiiu  young  gen- 
try whom  he  has  sent  t*)  serve  ou  board  of  the  Kipiadrons  of  tho  btdligorent  powers 
have  all  of  them  distinguished  themselves;  and  those  who  remain  at  Naples,  nndiir 
the  direction  of  tho  Chevalier  Aston,  have  discovered  cipial  xeal,  intelligence,  and 
good-will  for  tho  service  of  the  marine. 

Madrid^  March  25.— Our  squadrons,  they  write  from  Cadi/,  tho  IGth  of  this  mouth, 
will  put  to  sea  without  delay.  Transport  ships  are  taken  upon  freight  with  great 
activity,  and  all  tho  troops  aro  arrived.  Tho  following  is  an  exact  state  of  the  arma- 
ment. 

Tho  complete  regiments  of  tho  king  Guadalajara,  Arragou,  Soria,  and  the  second 
regiment  of  Catalonia;  in  all  ten  battalions,  making  six  tliousand  six  hundred  men. 

Tho  squadron  of  I).  Solano:  tho  *Sf.  Loitift^  of  eighty  guns;  the  St.  JHgusthic,  the 
Orienty  the  GalUardy  the  Arrogant^  all  of  scvinty  gnus,  and  the  JitilCfOt  sixty  guns. 

The  squadron  of  1).  Tomasco:  tho  St.  ?!ichoIa^,  of  eighty  guns;  the  JCHgcnc^  the 
DamasCf  the  St.  Jauhcr^  tho  St.  Francis,  the  Assisf^ev,  and  the  ll'arrior,  all  of  seventy 
guns. 

Tho  first  squadron  takes  in  provisions  for  five  months  and  the  second  for  four  and 


*Thi8  was  (»ne  of  the  si^cnatures  assumed  by  Digges,  an  to  whom  see  notice  iu  In- 
troduction, $  2(H). 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,72.''>. 
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'  Si'ijoviii  hiivo  not  Ijooii  iilways  omployod  iritliin  tlio  kinj;. 
iloiii.  liiTiiiiHn  lli<'l»v«  <>t  liibor  luii  not  been  pindoiuiiiaiit;  but  since  tb«  Mtablinb- 
iiii'iit  iif  Uiii  niynl  j'.ilrii'tii'  Mni:ii-ty  imlimlry  lins  rooovercd  itn  Activity.  D.  Lxiroiit 
Dili/,  do  l>i>/.liiLHiMi.ai>hH]ir<lsiniiiirviuii  of  wool  111  tliAt  city  and  iu8t.ll<lepUonHa  mill 
(idler  |>l:n'cn.  11m  iii.iji'Hiy  1i!ih  iiHsiirnod  ronanlH  Tot  men  aud  women  who  aball  ilis- 
tiM;:iii»hllinii>»irlv.':<iii  n.i^  UiM'l  of  litboT.  ThlHliicMiirocnniiot  rniltoMtnblinlitbo 
r<>y:il  iiiniiiifiic.l 'ini  iif  liii"  rlntli  wliicli  tbn  MnrqiiiH  of  KiiHon»<ln  bnd  nlromly  erected 
ittSi'^'iivm,  mill  xvliii'l.  U:m1  r.illvii  iiil<i  doray,  with  tbo  Tiivor  of  tb at  mi n inter. 

Tlirrr  iiin  ill  some  oT  I  he  pii|i(TH  liiiitn  of  ft  plan  of  pnciflcntioii,  wliicli 
is  Kaiil  Id  cuiiiu  from  llic  liiickiitgliiiiii  pnrty.    Tlin  Bubatniicu  of  it  is  iia 

r.ilUiww: 

l.i-l  i>H  llini  n|i<<ii  mir  oyji!  Tlit^  bnpn  of  wiliJnetinK  Amorioa  Ik  a  cbimorn.  Nolh- 
liii;  l>iit  cli'Mii-iiry  r:iii  r-vi'v  ••|ir-ii  ii  way  Tor  a  roconciliation  witli  itn  iiiiiahltnntii.  To 
nliiiw  lli:i'  M  n  iviqli  II  HiiiiiTi'ly,  l<'t  iin  Kivo  <i[i  Nova  Rcotta,  tbnt  dry,  niiiiibaliilnb1«, 
mill  1.11 1;;  nielli  II;;  riilony.  ^^  lilili  |ir<idiiouH  iiotliiiig.  Jiotiis  nino  poTiiiit  ttiu  CniiiuliAiiH 
■  •>  IuhIIIiiIi-  a  riiiiii  nl'  |.-/>vriM  incut  wliicb  may  l>(i  n;;mcaMi)  to  tli<SitiM>lvi'H,  and  lot  tbo 
iiiib>|.iiiili'iirn  of  Niii  lb  Aiiiri  ic';i  Im'coiiio  ibn  obji^ut  of  out  Biipimrt.  SiHUior  or  later 
il-  will  111'  iiiinviilil.'ilili'  Ibiil.  AiiK'i'li-iiHboiildHDi'arnlii  licrRRTf  Oom  iia;  and  I  almiild 
I'll  v.'ij-  Rlmi  t.liiil.  a  ixTiiniiiriil  Hy»lj'm  it  alHnnno  Hbonlil  tako  placo  Iratirocn  tbcin 
mid  Ihi'ir  innl.liiT  •■■•mil  ry  lirl'.ir"  inir  ancient  Riiliiiiien  Hliatl  bo  nnituil  to  Franco  by 
tins  tiic)  nlrlol.  In  b<'  ii'1:txi->l.  ]  :iiii  {lerRnitilod  tbnt  noitlier  Nova  ScutiA  nor  Cimiuln 
wiUfi.i^.liil..iii;iiJi.l.rlU..  ;;m-,.in.i,.Mitor  EnBlniid ;  anil  it  In  to  bo  feaml  tlial  In 
I'lMiii'iidiii);  for  Uiein  noxb^ill  xlill  Titrtlior  nmlimil  .-imiiin.     Nova  Scolin  la  not  irnrtb 

will  l.iin^  1I.H  111   prolit,  and  will  iinvor  brcnnio  floiimbiiif; 
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Sweden,  while  it  is  tlic  intorcnt  of  tliORO  States  to  riiriiiRli  ns?  It  is  iioccKAarj,  Uicii, 
to  reaolvo  to  (loiiiaud  peace  by  the  iiioaos  which  oiler  thoiuHclves,  and  which  are  not 
only  able  to  obtain  it,  bnt  may  still  bo  preserved,  and  in  which  there  is  no  appear- 
ance that  we  shall  be  distnrhcd,  if  at  leiist  at  all  tiinoH  wo  preserve  onr  marine  njion 
a  respectable  footing;  and  if  we  do  not,  we  ever  snbjcct  onrselves  to  bo  restrained 
upon  the  article  of  the  nnniber  of  ships  and  in  the  places  where  we  shall  onipio}' 
them.  In  that  case  we  shall  not  perceive  that  Gibraltar  or  Minorca  is  wuntiu;;  to  ns. 
We  shall  always  be  ready  to  meet  onr  enemies  in  those  partn  where  our  safety,  seen- 
rity,  and  riclies  lie,  and  which  natnre  points  ont  to  ns  as  onr  proper  eltMnent.  Snr- 
ronndcd  on  all  sides  by  the  sea,  there  is  one-half  of  the  nation  whoso  inhaliitants  nn- 
derstand  navigation  fnnn  their  infancy,  and  they  .arc  diHposed  t^  become  seamen 
beeanse  they  are  almost  edncated  with  the  sea.  Ibit  whenever  wenhnll  engage  onr- 
selves in  the  wars  of  the  continent,  we  shall  never  draw  from  them  any  solid  advan- 
tages. Where  are  the  trophies,  so  dearly  pnrchased,  of  King  William  and  Marlbor- 
onghf  And  where  is  the  benefit  of  the  two  last  wars?  The  balance  of  power  will 
not  remain  long  in  onr  hands,  althoagh  wo  have  engaged  tlie  annnal  jtrodnce  of  an 
jnnnmorable  qnantity  of  taxes. 

In  America  we  have  destroyed  the  balance  which  hoM  nnr  ('olonies  in  depend- 
oncx).  We  onght  not,  then,  to  lose  the  opportnnity  of  binding  the  intnrests  of  the 
United  States  with  onrs  by  some  amicable  convention  which  will  assnro  ns  their  at- 
tachment, and  deliver  ns  from  the  crnol  necessity  of  continning  the  war  withourown 
children.  It  is  by  this  means  we  may  preserve  for  a  long  timo  onr  insnlar  property 
and  enjoy  still  a  snperiority  at  se.i. 

Parity  Jpril  llf  1780. — The  ambassador  of  Rnssia  has  notified,  within  a  few  days 
past,  to  onr  conrt  that  it  was  tho  intention  of  hisnovrrcign  that  the  commerce  of  the 
snbjucts  of  her  empire  shonld  not  bo  tronblcd,  ami  that  nnder  no  ]irctense  slionid 
their  vessels  bo  stoppe<l  by  those  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  that  she  is  arming  to 
defend  her  ling  and  protect  it  from  insults.  This  drclaration  was  to  be  made  at  tiio 
s.inie  time  to  the  oonrt^  of  M.odritl  and  London.  It  is  asserted  that  it  iM  the  first  fniit 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  which  Russia  has  conclndod  with  ns,  and  of  a  confederation 
which  she  has  entered  into  with  the  other  northern  poweiH,  and  in  which  thry  wish 
to  engage  Holland  and  Portugal.  We  are  very  inf|iiisitive  to  Irani  how  tins  nolifi- 
cation  will  be  received  by  the  conrt  of  St.  .James. 

The  Enjjlish  ministrrinl  gazettes  propapfatc  n.  report  tluit.  there  wn.s 
arrived  in  Europe  Ji  (l<*puty  of  (Joiij;ress  to  olVer  peace  to  (heat  J»ritaiii. 
Those  of  the  opposition  assert  that  this  deputy,  who  is  in  fact  arrive<l, 
will  tlo  nothing  but  in  concert  with  France,  when  it  shall  please  En- 
gland to  propose  a  negotiation  of  pence. 

Tho  fallowing  article  is  published  in  the  h]nglisii  papers  to  excite  the 
people  against  the  opposition  : 

If  the  Mai'fpiis  of  Rockinghaiii  should  again  coiuo  into  tho  adininistratioii,  liin  first 
op<*ration  would  most  i)robably  be  to  declare  America  iiulei»eiidciit.  This  would, 
nevertheless,  be  a  fatal  resolution,  which,  instead  of  giving  us  peace,  would  throw 
that  event  still  further  off.  A  proof  so  striking  of  our  pusillauiiuity  would  raise  still 
higher  tho  hopes  and  the  pride  of  the  house  of  Dourbou.  Trance  would  demand  that 
wo  shonld  restore  to  them  Canada,  Cape  Rreton,  and  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  the 
islands  which  were  taken  from  her  the  Last  war.  Nothing  h'ss  would  bo  lUM-essary  for 
Spain  than  tho  restitution  of  Gibraltar  and. Jamaica.  Hut  it  can  not  but  Ix^  supposed 
thattheMarcpiis  of  Rockingham  is  too  much  attached  to  his  head  to  expose  it  to  danger 
by  so  shameful  a  dismemberment  of  our  empire.  Ho  would  then  mak<5  us  ccuitinuo 
tho  war  with  the  disadvantage  of  not  being  able  any  longer  to  n^iii  in  the  Americans, 
who  would  assist  everywhere  their  allies  by  laml  and  by  sea.     Rut  every  Knglish- 
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wiiHC  w™  l<.  «  hilt  iliHitxteni  Uiin  (ilaii  of  comliiot  trnnld  lud  ns.    Tha 
rliii  iiinniiiiH  iiiKl  iiriiio  pnrly  in  not  tn  trinmpli  over  roticbi  bikI  tfaonata- 

if  r.iinliiii'!  ;  it'  H  ti'  I iMo  his  kiiig  anil  ruin  Itiit  country. 

iVO  till*  lliilliil'  fi)  \»',  ctO-, 

JoaN  ADAua 


J.  Adam*  to  Sartjn*.* 

I'ABIS,  April  IG,  1780. 

Silt;  i  li;iv(!  i(!(«iv(j(l  Hio  two  letton  which  your  (ixcollDiiuy  did  me 
Ui(!  iKinor  to  tvriltt  lo  mn  nii  lUn  SMi  niid  nn  tho  I'JMi  of  this  moiitli. 

I  (III  nut  mi'iiii  tfi  ;;ivc  yinir  cxxclloiicy  tlio  troiibio  of  niiswcriiig  tliese 
titttiTHol'iiiijic,  whii^Ii  iMiiitiLJii  «xlriiutH  of  letters  from  iilirond  or  simply 
!iittM,  Tills  woiiiil  111'  Ki^i'iR  .vniircxcollonr.y  too  imiuh  troublo  and  talc- 
in;;  It])  loo  niLirli  time.  Iiiilccd,  1  thiiilc  it  will  very  prohiibly  l>o  often, 
if  not  always,  iTiiiioctusaiy,  licxtauso  yonr cx wlleiioy's  iiiforniAtion  must 
1)0,  Ix^yoiid  alt  [;oin|i.irisiiii,  cnrlit^r,  aioru  exact,  and  inoro  particniar  than 
miiif;  yi'li)  ON  it  is  |>osKtl>ht  Mint  KotiiotiiiioH  »circutii»t4iiicc  ef  impor- 
tance. ni:iy  csDipe  ntit*  i.ltaiincl  of  fntt^lli|:^*iicu  aii<l  yvt  pass  in  aiioUicr, 
I  tliiniKht  it  to  li<;  toy  duly  KoinctimfH  to  send  yonr  excellency  nn  ex- 
irin',1.  In  tliia  \U'.\v  I  now  liavo  tho  honor  to  KUiid  yoiir  oxoellenoy  aii- 
otiicr  cxtrai^t  IVoiii  a  li-ltcr  of  tlio  (illi  uf  tliiu  niontli;  bnt  I  pray  your 
HKccllciKiy  ii"t  to  lala!  I.lio,  Iioiiblo  to  answer  it. 
1  llaVL^  the.  honor  lo  lie,  elc, 


APRIL   18,  1780. 


(jl!» 


niQch  the  better  able  to  Isibor  usefully  towards  this  great  work,  that 
haviug  resided  in  England  in  the  samo  quality  he  has  the  iul vantage  to 
know  perfectly  the  ministers  and  their  system.  However  this  may  be, 
if  there  are  sometimes  occasions  in  which  one  may  judge  of  future 
events  by  an  examination  of  the  present  and  refiectiou  upon  the  past, 
might  one  be  taxed  with  partiality  or  temerity  if  one  ventured  to  lay  it 
down  as  a  fact  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  contest  in  which  Great 
Britain  is  at  present  engaged,  her  situation  has  never  appeared  so  criti- 
c<il  and  so  dangerous  T  In  fact,  as  if  it  was  not  enough  that  she  had 
quarreled  with  her  Colonics;  as  if  it  was  not  enough  that  she  is  at  war 
with  two  powers  so  formidable  as  France  and  Spain  in  consequence,  of 
the  quarrel  with  the  Colonies;  as  if  her  intestine  troubles  were  not 
enough,  which,  by  dividing  the  nation,  contribute  not  a  little  to  weaken 
it;  and  at  the  end  of  the  [)erspective  to  see  Ireland  at  the  first  moment 
make  as  much  of  it  as  the  Americans  in  declaring  herself  also  inde- 
pendent. In  spite  of  so  many  alarming  considerations  England  still 
seems' to  seek  new  enemies  by  iittiicking  without  distinction  the  vessels 
of  all  the  neutral  nations  and  even  of  her  allies;  Thus  she  has  forced 
them  by  this  proceeding,  not  less  .arbitrary  than  inconceivable,  es|)e- 
cially  in  her  present  circumstances,  to  make  a  lengue  with  each  other 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  safety  of  the  navigation  of  their  resj)oct.ive 
subjects,  as  well  as  of  the  honor  of  their  Hags,  for  which  they  plainly 
acknowledge  at  this  day  that  they  never  could  have  hoped  for  any 
safety  if  the  English,  who,  embarnissed  as  they  are,  treat  them  never- 
thelei^s  with  so  little  ceremony,  could  ever  recov(»r  that  superiority 
v^hereof  we  can  not  deny  that  they  found  means  to  put  tllen^selves  in 
possession  nt  the  end  of  the  last  war. 

But  such  is  the  fate  of  all  human  things;  to  have  a  commencement, 
to  acquire  successfully  an  augmentation,  which  ought  to  be  expected 
up  to  cert;iin  bounds,  and  beyond  which  they  must  luicessarlly  begin  to 
decrease  until  they  descend  again  to  the  same  point  from  when<!e  they 
began;  and  no  human  efforts  can  disturb  this  constant  and  iiumutable 
order.  After  this  declaration  let  us  judge  whether,  in  fact,  this  is  not 
the  case  of  England,  and  we  may  after  this  predict  very  nearly  the 
issue  of  the  present  events  or  of  those  which  may  take  [)lace  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

By  the  English  papers  Congress  will  see  the  state  of  i)arties  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  stubble  is  so  dry  that  the  smallest  spark  thrown  into  it 
may  set  the  whole  Held  in  a  blaze.  Opposition  have  carried  triumph- 
antly in  the  fullest  House  of  Commons  ever  known,  by  a  majority  of 
eighteen  votes  against  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  ministry,  the  resolution 
thatitisnecessarytodcclarethattheinlluenceorthe crown  hasincreas:e<l, 
increases,  and  ought  to  be  diminislic<l ;  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  take  cognizance  of  and  to  reform  the  abuses  which  may  exist 
in  the  employment  of  the  civil-list  revenues  as  well  as  all  other  ])ublic 
revenues,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  grant  effectual  redress 
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lollic  f;ricviiricesrx|>iiRO(l  in  tlio  |)otitioii8  i)i'e8eiitfl(l  to  tlie  Iloase  by  tlic 
ilillVioiit  cilicK,  (-oiiiiliirR,  niul  towns  of  tUo  kingdom.  By  the  Bpcccli  of 
Mr.  Vn\  it  will  l>u  »i.<cn  tu  what  Bonrlng  bcigbts  this  ynniig  statemnan 
iis|iirt's. 

Since  tii.v  :in'i'/:il  tlic  last  tiino  ia  ISiiropo  I  bave  bad  sis  and  forty 
tini<'>i,  I  lliink,  tlio  honor  of  writiug  to  Goiigrosa;  but  itseems  impossi- 
Mi^  tu  ;;(;L  a  letter  a<niiH.>(  lliu  Atliuitic  Many  of  my  lottera  bave  been 
wnilin;;  loiif;  iit>  tlie  seiiixirtn  for  n  pnssngo,  but  when  tbey  will  obtain 
it  i  knoiv  not ;  il'  iIk-v  all  arrives,  and  Congress  sliould  bo  able  losoe  at 
one  view  Mie  vasi,  cliaiti  Mutt  is  binding  almost  all  mankind  erery  day 
rIoHcr  .'mil  lazier  together  in  opponitiuii  to  llio  dangerous  power  aiul 
I  lie  iiilolcralilui>|i|)ri'Hsi[>iis  oT  tlio  Englinb,  titey  will  sec  bow  many  of  tbo 
wtse.it  liaiidH  in  tlie  world  are  at  work  for  tbeir  safety  and  glory,  mid 
li!iv<!  tiiu  ntrnoNt  eanHe  (>r  tiraliMidu  to  Heaven  for  ordering  events  in 
the  coar.so  of  ilin  iirovtdc.tiee  no  decidedly  in  tbeir  favor. 
I  liavc  llic  honor  tn  he,  etc.,  • 

John  Auams. 


J.  Ad.imn  to  the  Praaldcnt  ol  Congresi.* 

Paris,  April  18, 1780. 
Silt :  It  i«  iTiy  dnty  lo  transmit  to  Congrcaa,  aa  soon  as  prudence  will 
idiiiit,  Chverylliiii^  whieh  deserves  con.sideiation,  as  having  either  a 
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tion  of  her  honor  and  dignity.  It  is  impossible  witbotit  miracles,  and 
therefore  the  Englishman  who  undertakes  to  phm  for  peace  must  be 
convinced  of  this  and  tiike  it  into  his  plan,  and  consequently  should 
avoid  with  the  utmost  caution  every  word  which  should  excite  these 
ideas  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  They  stir  passions  which  make  them 
mad. 

He  should  have  avoided  with  equal  solicitude  every  insinuation  of  a 
design  to  unravel  by  negotiation  the  combination  of  powers  now  acting 
against  Great  Britain.  This  combination  is  in  fact  much  more  exten- 
sive, much  more  universal  and  formidable  than  the  letter- writer  had 
any  idea  or  suspicion  of.  But  if  it  hsul  been  no  more  extensive  than 
France,  Spain,  and  Americsi,  the  impracticability  of  unraveling  it 
ought  to  have  thrown  out  this  sentiment.  By  it  he  proposes  by  nego- 
tiation to  bring  those  to  dishonor  themselves  who  have  certainly  no 
occasion  for  it;  at  the  same  time  that  he  stimulates  others  to  cherish 
and  preserve  their  honor  who  have  alrouly  lost  it,  and  under  an  abso- 
lute necessity,  sooner  or  later,  of  sacrificing  it.  By  this  means  he  only 
puts  the  confederates  more  upon  their  guard,  and  renders  the  attain- 
ment of  his  professed  object— peace — impossible. 

The  next  solecism  in  politics  which  he  commito  is  undertaking  to 
vindicate  America  from  the  charge  of  having  sought  and  formed  this 
confederacy.  America  wanted  no  such  vindication ;  it  is  folly  to  sup- 
pose it  a  fault,  for  all  mankind  will  agree,  even  his  correspondents 
themselves,  that  it  wivs  wisdom  and  virtue.  Surely  another  term  must 
be  given  to  i)opular  ideiis  before  they  will  be  brought  to  petition  for 
peace. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  was  prudent  in  him  to  hold  up  the  idea  that 
America  had  proceeded  with  relucUvnce  and  regret  to  the  treaty.  That 
this  is  true  1  know  and  feel  to  this  very  moment;  for  although  1  had 
no  such  reluctance  myself,  those  gentlemen  with  whom  1  had  the  honor 
to  sit  in  Congress  at  the  time  will  re'^nember  that  I  had  very  good 
reasons  to  be  sensible  that  others  had.  But  how  well  soever  he  might 
be  informed  of  the  fact,  and  from  what  source  soever  he  might  draw 
his  information,  it  was  bad  policy  in  him  to  hold  it  up,  because  he 
ought  to  have  been  equally  sure  that  America  has  now  no  reluctiince 
to  the  treaty,  nor  any  inclination  to  violate  it.  He  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  have  held  up  a  hope  of  this  to  the  ])eop1e.  Neither  ought  he 
to  have  flattered  the  people  with  hopes  that  America  would  not  lorm 
any  perpetual  alliance  with  France,  nor  that  their  limited  alliance 
might  be  satisfied  and  discharged.  The  alliance  already  made  is 
limited,  it  is  true,  to  a  certain  number  of  articles,  but  not  limited  in  its 
duration.  It  is  perpetual,  and  he  had  no  grounds  to  soothe  the  people 
with  hopes,  cither  that  Franco  would  give  up  any  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty,  or  that  America  would  violate  them. 

lie  ought  also  to  have  avoided  his  insinu<ati()n8  that  America  hiis 
been  90  much  harassed  by  the  w.'vr,    This  is  an  idea  so  refreshing  to 
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Mm  pi'L-siMil  |i;isKi<)iis  oT  the  ]>co|»lo  of  Etiglnnd  tli;it,  iiisteml  of  teudiufif 
to  iliKjioso  tliiriii  lo  puitrf,  it  only  roviros  llieir  lioiies  of  Buocesa  and 
iiitlaiiH'H  lliuir  iinlt>i'  I'nr  war.  That  America  has  bceu  liarasscil  by  tbt» 
will-  is  l.iiit',  siml  wlittii  wiiH  iiiiy  iintioii  »t  war  witlioiit  being  boI 
l<:s|H'i;i:iU)',  wliuii  tliil  iiiiy  nation  undergo  a  ro  voluUou  in  govoniuiout 
and  sustain  a  war  at  llii^  Kanmtiine  witliont  iti  Yvt  after  all  America 
lia.t  nut  lit'on  so  niiicli  liarasnod,  or  tUsnatcrptl,  or  terrified,  or  panic- 
KiriKtk  IVoiii  llu;  lH-i>iiiniii;;  as  Urent  Uritaiu  lias  been  aeveral  times  in 
(lll^<tonrHU  or  il. 

lint,  dm  nioNt  I'xci'iilioriablo  passago  of  all  is  this: 

II.  is  ii|i|i»rcrit  l<>  :ill  lli«  wnrlil  I  tint  f'ratum  mfiyAI  long  ego  ham  pitt  t»  eitd  lo  fkal 
)>arl  of  Ikr.  irar  whirh  linn  hvni  iHtml  JMiet'iHff  lo  Amtricn  If  abe  lind  oUoaeii  ao  to  ilo. 
1,1't.  lli<:  wliiilu  HvMi'iii  i'(  I'latiio  In;  cnimidurMl  Troiii  lbs  vory  boginnlug duirn  to  tlio 
l.-ml  ri'Iri'iil  friiiii  Snviimiiili,  :iti<l  I  tliiiik  It  in  liii|Ki«HiliI«  to  put  ftiiy  oUior  coiiBlfuo- 
linii  ii|>'iii  tt  1'iit  lliiH,  vl;^:  tlint  it  liiu  alurajra  buoii  tho  ilolibernte  Intention  and 
.ihjTl  i>r  Frn>i('<-,  for  ptiiixis.x  i.r  licr  own,  to  ODcnnrnse  tlio  coutinn  >tion  of  tho  war 
ill  Aiiii'rir;i,  in   liiijitg  nf  ulimi'liiig  the  ttrtKglh  and  reioiu'eea  of  IUm  evKNtry  and  «/ 

Upon  tills  parat;r;i|ili  I  ttniircely  know  wliat  remarks  to  make.  Bnt^ 
■aWm  di'lllH-ratiii;;  njxiii  it  sm  patiently  and  nintnrely  as  I  can,  I  will 
i-li'iirl.v  wrile  my  oi)iiiiiin  of  it,  for  my  obligations  to  tnitb  and  to  my 
i-<iiiiitrv  urv  aiitcrad(;iit,  lo  all  othc-r  tics. 

1  am  l^l(>:u'i.v  iind  fully  of  llio  opinion,  then,  that  tbo  fact  is  trae  that 
Fiunuu  might  jmt  an  end  to  (liat  part  of  the  war  nliioh  lias  lioon  most 
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it  will  bo  more  likoly  to  bo  ambitious  aiul  oiitoiprising,  and  to  aspire  at 
couque8t43  by  sea  and  laud. 

This  idea,  however,  deserves  to  bo  eousidered  with  all  the  attention 
that  Americans  ean  give  to  it;  although  I  am  convinced  by  everything 
I  see  and  read  and  henr  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  except,  perhaps, 
the  house  of  Austria,  and  I  am  not  very  clear  in  that  exception,  rejoice 
lu  the  American  Ilevolution,  and  consider  the  independence  of  America 
as  for  their  interest  and  happiness  in  many  points  of  view,  both  re- 
specting commerce  and  the  balance  of  Europe;  yet  1  have  many  rea- 
sons to  think  that  not  one  of  them,  not  even  Spain  nor  France,  wishes  ) 
to  see  America  rise  Very  fast  to  power.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
cautious  how  we  magnify  our  ideas  an<l  exaggerate  our  expresvsions  of 
the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  .iny  of  tliose  powers.  Let  us  treat 
them  with  gratitude,  but  with  dignity.  Let  us  renieml)er  what  is  duo 
to  ourselves  and  to  our  posterity,  as  well  as  to  them.  Let  us,  above  all 
things,  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  entangling  ourselves  with  their  wars 
or  politics.  Our  business  with  them,  and  theirs  with  us,  is  (M)mmerce, 
not  politics,  much  less  war;  America  has  been  the  sport  of  European 
wars  and  politics  long  enough. 

I  think,  however,  that  this  letter-writer  wiis  very  much  mistaken  in 
his  judgment  when  ho  threw  out  this  language.  It  could  be  meant 
only  to  excite  a  jojvlousy  and  a  quarrel  between  Erance  and  America, 
or  rather  feed  the  Yorkshire  people  and  the  people  of  England  with  a 
hope  of  exciting  such  a  quarrel.  This  is  not  the  way  to  come  at  {leace. 
They  will  never  succeed  in  such  a  plan,  and  every  attempt  towards  it 
is  a  false  policy. 

The  next  mistake  is  the  idea  of  a  reconciliation  and  federal  union 
with  America.  This  must  bo  intended  to  separate  us  from  our  allies, 
which  this  gentleman  ought  before  now  to  have  known  is  tot^illy  im- 
practicable. 

I  have  very  little  more  relish  for  the  notion  of  a  truce.  We  are  in  a 
safer  way  at  war.  Wo  can  not  make  a  truce  without  France.  She  will 
never  consent  thiit  we  should  make  a  truce  unless  she  makes  a  peace; 
and  such  {ilterations  may  be  made  in  the  constitutions  of  the  courts  of 
Franco  and  Spain,  and  in  the  other  courts  and  political  connections  in 
Europe,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  a  truce,  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  too  much  hazard  to  us.  Neither  France,  nor  Spjiin,  nor 
the  other  powers  of  Europe  might,  after  a  truce,  be  ready  to  go  to  war 
again;  and  unforeseen  divisions  may  be  excited  among  ourselves  by 
artful  emissaries  from  England.  We  are  going  on  now  in  a  sure  and 
certain  road.     If  we  go  out  of  it  we  may  be  lost. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  that  this  letter-writer  should  have  stated  the 
true  situation  of  Europe,  of  Great  r3ritain,  Ireland,  ami  America. 

From  this  statement  his  immediate  conclusion  should  have  been  open 
conferences  for  peace;  make  a  peace  with  all  the  worhl  ui)on  ihe  best 
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(criitK  .vtiii  can.  This  is  (lif  only  cliiiiiuu  you  liiivo  for  snlvatioii.  It  iiiust 
<;oiii»  to  tills  vi!i'.v  mioii ;  ollicrwisotlienj  will  be  atotaldlBBoIiitioii  of  tLc 
iJritlNli  (Mii|)in!. 

1  linvo  llie  liuiK'i-  lu  hv,  etc, 

John  Adams. 


Fianklin  to  J.  Adaiua.* 

I'ABSY,  April  23,  1780. 
Ukak  Silt :  The  IcIliT  yiiiiv  vxccllfliiry  dlil  iiio  tli©  honor  of  writing 
(o  iiK^  ,vi'sl<-nlii.y  ;:rvrs  mo  llu^  lirst  intbrniiitioii  of  tlio  resolution  men- 
tioiiiid  UK  liiki'ii  li,v  Ihc  Sl.'vlu  ot  Miii-yliiiiil  rchitiiig  to  tliuir  money  in 
I'jnghiiiil.  If  thorc.iHiiii  inistalco  in  tliuintulligcnco,  whicli  I  )i|»i>rchuiiil 
Ihci'o  niny  lie,  ami  hiiuIi  a  power  as  is  8n[)j>D8c(I  bIiouIiI  come  to  my 
haiitis,  I  slmll  tlifii  l.'ikn  your  oxovllcitcy's  rAcommoudntion,  wbioh  hu8 
f;roat  wri^lit  with  nic,  into  t^iisidoration.  At  present  I  eaii  only  any 
that  1  Kliall  not  mnitu  my  m^itliew,  Mr,  WiIlinmB ;  for,  thongh  I  linvo  n 
^rcit  o|iinioii  of  Win  aliility  and  integrity,  iiiid  tliink  tlint,  by  his  enrly 
dL^clal'illil)n  siitd  allachmunt  to  our  cause  mid  activity  in  ilB  service,  lie 
l>aH  a  iiotnl  d<-al  of  merit  with  the  States  in  general,  1  know  of  noiio 
Ihiit.  ho  has  with  Mmyland  in  imrticniar,  and  ns  tUo  other  four  are 
nntivoH  of  that  State  I  think  tho  choice  ought  to  bo  from  among  thcni. 
Mr.  Williams  will,  however,  he  very  sensible  of  the  Iionor  done  him  by 
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ing.    Tiio  crisis  seeius  iioar  whoii  others  beside  Britain  may  play  tlie 
part  of  Ihe  bully. 

If  tbe  patriots  in  Ireland  are  content  with  that  which  tliey  have 
forced  Great  Britain  to  grant  them  I  shall  be  much  mistaken,  and  their 
conduct  in  thatciise  will  not  correspond  with  the  history  of  mankind. 
I  resided  three  months  in  that  kingdom  in  the  year  17GS,  and  am  well 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  men  who  now  appear  to  take  a  lead  in 
their  affairs. 

Some  of  these  will  be  for  pushing  things  to  the  greatest  extremity, 
and  perhaps  would  succeed,  if  they  had  liberality  enough  to  tolerate 
a  religion  figainst  which  they  have  the  most  violent  animosity. 

A  tieet  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  besides  frigates  and  other  armed 
vessels,  with  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  men  and  a  fine  train  of 
artillery',  will  sail  this  month  from  Cadiz,  if  it  hath  not  already  sailed. 
The  troo])s  embarked  the  14th.  I  sui)poMe  that  from  JUost  sails  about 
the  same  time.  From  these  armaments  you  may  jmlge  whether  your 
ideas  for  carrying  the  war  into  the  Ameri.an  seius  are  not  conform- 
able to  the  intentions  of  the  allies. 

We  have  the  same  news  from  America  which  you  annuunce  to  me, 
and  our  papers  are  as  late  as  the  10th  of  March.  By  several  captures 
taken  from  the  enemy  it  appears  that  Arbuthnot's  fleet  must  have  suf- 
fered severely  and  their  dispersion  must  have  been  complete,  for  no 
news. of  their  arrival  in  any  port  wsis  received  at  Newbury,  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  the  14th  of  March,  although  they  sailed  the  2(ith  of  De- 
cember from  New  York. 

It  appears  that  Congress  meant  to  leave  IMiiladelphia  the  Jst  of 
April,  but  to  what  place  is  not  mentioned. 

I  have  advice  from  Bordeaux  that  several  letters  for  me  arrived  in 
the  Buckskin^  and  were  sent  on  to  Madrid.  Unhappily  1  have  not  re- 
ceived them,  which  chagrins  me  not  a  little. 

Mr.  Jay  and  family  present  their  respects  to  you  ;  most  of  them  have 
been  unwell  since  their  arrival  here.  I  beg  you  to  make  the  proi)cr 
compliments  for  me  to  Mr.  Dana,  and  to  believe  me  your  obliged  and 
humble  servant, 

William  Caumichael. 


FrankUii  to  Dumas.* 

Passy,  April  23,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  account  you  give  me  of  the 
disposition  with  which  the  proposals  from  the  Empress  of  liussia  have 
been  received,  and  desire  to  be  informed  from  time  to  time  of  the  prog- 
ress of  that  interesting  business. 


•  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stato  ;  5  Spnrk.s'  Dip.  Kcv.  Corr.,  :W2 ;  8  Spjnk«»  FranUlin,  4r>l  ;  7 
Bigelow's  FraukHn,  5*2. 
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<■-''  liiri-OMATIC  COKKBSrONDliNCB. 

I  Klinll  hv.  ii\ni\  l<i  Iiciu-  of  your  rocoiiciliittiou  with ,  because  a 

niitliiiiniKM- 1)1'  your  ilid'orciico  will  bo  extremely  iucoiiveDietit.  Permit 
)iie  lo  tell  yixi  I'nirikly,  wlial  1  fonuurly  liiritvd  to  yon,  that  I  npprolieiid 
yon  KiillVr  .ytiiiist'ir  Ino  tMsily  to  bu  led  into  pcraotial  prejudices  by 
iiili-icKlcd  ]H'iijilo,  wIki  would  engross  nil  our  coulideiice  to  tlieutselvos. 
I''iiini  tliia  Kiiiitru  liiivo  iiiittcn,  I  iningiiio,  tlio  ehargoa  and  BU8i>icioii8 
you  liiive  iiiftiniiuU-d  lo  mo  aguiiist  seromi  who  have  always  deularcd  a 
IVi<.'iiilslii|i  Tor  ii.s  in  1 1  ol  hi  rid.  Itis  right  that  yon  should  have  ait  o|)|>or- 
luiiity  oT  ^iviiij:  tlic  rurli:  ila  paffi  to  Mr.  Lanrens  when  he  arrives  iii 
IlolUmd.  IJiit  iC,  in  ordir  (o  servo  your  iiiirticular  Triends,  you  (ill  his 
liciid  with  lliCKi^  |iri-jnili<H-H,  yon  will  hurt  him  and  thoui,  aud  i)erhai>s 
yoniMirir.  ThcrcMloL'H  nut  apLHiar  to  nio  the  leiiat  probability  in  your 
sniiiiortilion  thiit  llm is  an  enemy  lo  Aincrieik 

1  leie  has  Ix-cti  with  mo  ;i  gentleman  Tmin  Holland,  who  was  cliarged, 
n.she  Kaid,  isilliit  vcilial  iH)mmi»sion  from  divers  eities  to  hiqnii'e  whether 
il  wa.']  Irno  lliat  AiiLstcrdani  had,  lis  they  heard,  made  a  treaty  of  coni- 
im-i'(;o  Willi  tlic  tJnittd  tJlatra,  and  toexiiress  in  Ihatcaso tlicir willing- 
n<.'SH  to  enter  iiilo  :i  similar  treaty.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  this  t 
What  is  become,  uv  liUely  to  beeoine,  of  Ihe  [dan  of  treaty  formerly 
under  oonMideralion  ! 

I!.y  :i  letter  intwt  I^liddlt^liourg,  to  whioli  the  enclosed  is  an  answer,  n 
car^'o  seized  and  wM  lu  Ainoriea  as  English  property  is  roclainietl, 
partly  on  the  Kiippo.silion  thai  I'rec  ships  make  frett goods.  They  ought 
[.  biicMtiisn  tliero  ia  a  treaty  wljji 
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of  it  to  tbo  court  of  France.  In  the  meantime  the  minister  of  lUissia  at 
this  court  has  received  orders  to  treat  directly  of  this  afl'air  sis  well  iXB 
with  the  Priuce  de  Uallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  of  her  Imperial  maj- 
esty to  their  high  mightinesses,  as  with  the  other  nunisters  of  that  court 
residing  at  the  neutral  courts." 

There  is  also  intelligence  from  Uaiisbon  of  the  13th  of  April,  that 
*^M.  Struxe,  counselor  of  the  legation  from  Russia,  h;is  communicated 
there  by  order  of  his  court  the  declaration  imule  by  his  sovereign  to  the 
belligerent  powers^  to  the  end  to  make  her  ilag  be  respected  and  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  her  subjects;  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence, ordera  had  already  been  despatched  both  to  Oronstadt  and 
Archangel  to  equip  there  a  sulUcient  number  of  shii>8  of  the  line." 

There  is  a  paragraph  in  the  gazette  of  Amsterdam  of  the  2Ist  from 
Paris  of  the  14th  of  April : 

It  is  only  by  conJooturM  that  wo  talk  of  tlio  plan  of  Mio  iioxt  caiiipaii;!!  in  ICiiropo; 
ADil  it  is  altto  with  tlio  hjiuio  itticurtuiiity  that  wo  luiitl  «mii'  t%'ir  to  tlio  rc[H>rty  whidi 
riiiitt  that  the  Count  dMCHlaing  wiU  command  the  conihintMl  licet,  and  ovon  tiiat  thv) 
Conut  dn  Chniranlt,  as  well  as  tlio  Spanish  admirals,  havooHoriMl  to  sorvu  nudor  him. 
It  is  protondod,  bostdos,  that  thoro  may  very  well  bo  also  somo  alterationH  in  the 
progress  of  onr  ministry,  if  it  is  trne,  as  thoy  continno  to  allirni,  that  the  (Umnt  do 
Parades  has  been  arrested  as  a  spy  of  the  English  (jovenimcnt,  to  whom  he  w:is  in 
fact  in  a  capacity  to  discover  important  particnlai-s  npon  this  snbjecl.  lint  thc.ro  is 
another  piece  of  i^ows  to  which  we  give  more  credit,  hccanse  really  there  is  no  good 
citizen  nor  gennine  friend  of  hnmanity  who  does  not  wish  to  hoar  itconlirmod.  It  is 
that  there  shonld  be,  as  it  is  said,  npon  the  carpet  a  plan  conceited  between  all  tlio 
uiaritiuio  powers  of  Enrope  to  the  end  to  form  and  digest  a  nnivers:!!  code  for  the 
soa,  tho  laws  of  which  no  nation  shonld  attempt  to  infringe  withont  devoting  hrrself 
to  tlio  indignation  or  exposing  herself  to  tho  vengeance  of  all  the  others;  an  import- 
ant project  if  it  conld  be  oxecnted,  which  wonid  insure  the  happiness  and  tramiuil- 
lity  of  nations,  and  would  set  bonnds  which  conld  not  be  p:issed  to  the  audacity  as 
well  OS  tho  avarice  of  any  one  which,  without  any  other  right  than  that  of  force, 
shonld  pretend  to  arrogate  to  itself  the  exclusive  empire  of  the  sea. 

There  is  also  intelligence  from  The  Hague  of  the  19th  of  April,  that 
there  was  sent  on  the  14th  of  the  mouth  to  the  assembly  of  the  States* 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  a  memorial  of  the  following  tenor: 

Thoir  uoble  and  grand  miglitmesses,  tho  conunissioucrs  of  the  allairs  of  connuerce 
and  navigation,  conjointly  with  some  conuselors  of  Holland  and  niiniNters  of  the 
college  of  admiralty  residing  in  this  province,  having,  in  coiimMinenceof  a  resolution 
of  the  4tli  of  this  month,  examined  tho  memorial  jucsenti'd  tho  day  boforo  to  tho 
generality  by  tho  Prince  Gallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  of  lior  majesty  the  Empress 
of  all  tho  Kussias,  by  which  the  minister  has  connuuiiic:i.tiMl  a  declaration  made  by 
his  sovereign  to  the  courts  of  Franco,  Spain,  and  England  that  the  neutral  powers 
way  i)rotect  by  connnou  agreement  tho  commerce  and  navigation  of  her  subjects 
respectively,  as  is  more  fully  explained  in  tho  noto  of  the  4th  of  April. 

Whereupon,  having  deliberated,  their  noblo  and  grand  mightinossos  have  thought 
fit  and  resolved  that  tho  aflairs  bo  proposed  to  the  generality,  and  that  they  answer 
iu  turn  to  tho  before- men tioned  memorial  of  the  Priuce  de  Gallitzin  that  their  high 
mightinosss  have  received  with  much  satisfaction  the  communicatioa  which  it  has 
l>loa8od  her  nuijest^'  the  Empress  of  Russia  to  give  them  of  lirr  designs,  as  well  as  of 
tho  declaration  which  she  has  caused  to  be  made  to  the  said  coiirt-s  ;  that  thoir  high 
mightinossos  regard  this  counnunicatiou  as  the  most  convincing  proof  of  tho  benovo- 
ouco  of  her  majesty  for  this  republic,  an  d  holding  thcnitfclvcs  honored  by  it,  they 
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'•I Ily  •ililij'iHl,  ill  nil  n«|>eula,  togive  taornoonllMl  ^ndpoai- 

it  liit;!>  iiiicliliiKiBui  |iiit  tlio  1ii);h(Hit  tbIiio  on  the  new  jironf 
ji'Kly  t;iv<i!<i>ii  lliiiiuocnniun  vriiurf!«uonii>ity  nuiliHikuowlwlgcd 
li"  inoji'ol  nliii  lioM  uiiiiufiivvit,  uiitl  tlie  menus  whicli  afae  bna 
ililiiiii  Mie  limit  nxnct  iiuiitmlity  in  tlie  prefioDt  wnr  willi  tbo 
I  jinili'i't  iiol  'Mily  Iku  lionor  of  tlio  Uiiminu  ling,  na  noil  m  tbo 
inn  i>r  lii'i'  nul'IrotM,  in  liot  pormittltig  them  tn  lie  dlitiirboil  by 
:ii'.  liiLl.  iiliii  lu  nmiiTu  tliu  lilieny  nud  co[ioso  itt  Ktiropo  iipnn 
I'iIk'  Inntii'ii  [irtUelun  »riintii>UH  nnil  tlio  (reatlM  •abnintliiK, 
In  I1ii>  i><|iii!iil>lu  Hyntoiii  of  unvittnttoii  ntiil  aumoiorua  of  lira 
llir'ii  lit;-!!  iiil^litiiiiuwut,  hnviii);  nutiiiiij;  luiiro  at  lionrt  tlinii  In 
ilv,  >\ifli  lior  Minjiiity  lliii  KiiiiintBidif  Kiiwii».  ill  the  preaoiit  nnr, 
'lii'iii'ri  ill  Ifin  liNKMMt  with  llio  floiiiiiiorce  anil  nnvlgatioii  «r  tbo 
ill'iTi'il  liy  tiiu  lltiotiiatioim  mill  uiioertniaty  of  tlio  bolllgerent 
till'  iiLw  uT  iiiitiuiu.  fruni  whence  bnve  reaiiltod  to  tliom  many 
'jit,  rl:Miiii;{m,  iiconBidiieil  liy  tlio  o[>emtii)iiii  of  tbo  )ireBaDt  war, 
H  liiivi'.iiiil;;i'il  <t  iiecrwiiry,  ill  concert  with  ber  majunty  tbo 
i\  (IiIh  Ijiw  ii|>i>D  niNili'l  l>Bt>iH,nni1  loro>)iio«t, r«T  tbiseiiil,  the 
I  nil  Miiiriliiiio  jHivrvn;  tbnt,  iiinroo*er,nalo  wbalooucernttbo 
Ih  likiv,  Mii'ir  biKb  iiifKbtinomoii  ciiiirnrm  tboiiHKlTea  wbolly  lo 
ii'il  ill  til"  iliH^Jaration  at  Imr  liiitioriiil  iiinjoaly,  nindo  to  tie 
I'Iriil,  jiikI  liiiiiil<iii,  eoiutnuiiicateil  toMioir  bigb  michtincMra  by 
1  till'  ;lit  iir  April  of  thin  year,  anil  are,  coiiHii|ii[int1y,  rcwly  to 
iiiiH  111  t]ii>  li<<lii){en>iit  iMiwern,  tlioir  higli  inigbtiiiaaMn  being 
iili'v  iiiiii  iiotirnrencoii  with  ber  m|ierinl  IiiinJefityorKli  tbeKun- 
il  III iii'i lime  puworx,  upon  the  nienanTos  wblch  iiiny  be  uuani- 
ml  I'l  iniiiiilnin  ufl'eittitallj,  botti  foe  the  prenoiit  era  ami  for 
lilii'ity  'if  iiiiviijiil.iuii  and  cumniorco,  by  ob«orviii)[  an  exnot 
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J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.* 

Taris,  April  25,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  your  oxccllenc.y  tliat  a  small  schooner 
has  arrived  at  Nantes  from  Baltimore,  by  wiiicli  came  the  enclosed  news- 
papers, M^hicli  I  send  to  your  excellency  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time. 
1  hope,  however,  your  excellency  has  received  these  and  many  more 
and  much  fuller  intelligence  b3'  the  same  vessel;  but  as  it  is  possible 
it  maj^  be  otherwise,  1  think  it  my  duty  to  send  them.  I  have  no  other 
news  by  this  vessel  as  yet,  excepting  that  General  Gates  was  apj)ointed 
to  command  the  arniy  in  Charle.ston,  an  event  which  I  esteem  of  great 
importance,  because  there  is  in  the  mind  of  the  American  soldier  an 
affection  for  that  ofllcer,  and  a  confidence  in  him  that  will  show  its 
effects. 

A  vessel  from  Martiniqne  had  just  arrived,  with  an  acconnt  that  the 
Deane  frigate,  Captain  Nicholson,  had  sent  in  there  an  English  frigjite, 
sheathed  with  copper,  mounting  twenty-eight  gnns,  which  strnck  :i('ter 
a  severe  action. 

If  I  should  bo  so  happy  as  to  receive  any  more  news  from  this  vessel, 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  your  excellency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

Paris,  April  25,  1780. 

Sir:  A  letter  from  Dublin,  of  the  18lh  of  this  month,  gives  ns  the 
following  account : 

Wo  wait  with  impaUonce  for  tbo  iiinntiiig  of  Parlianionfr  ;  the  djiynpproarlio^  \\boii 
tlio  political  destiny  of  t'liH  klnj;<loin  wiU  l»o  dccitlrd.  TIhto  i«  yot  moiuo  softiioRM  in 
one  party  of  tlio  Pari i anient,  but  tliero  is  nono  at  aU  in  tlie  body  of  tlio  people,  and 
ospocially  iu  tbat  of  onr  bravo  vohintcors,  >vlio  arc  at  onri^  tbo  adniiratbm  and  Mio 
firm  hope  of  tbn  nation,  wbicb  neonis  now  to  spring  np  :nid  out  of  cbao.s.  One  Miing 
vcrj'  extraordinary  i»,  tbat  among  tliia  body  of  volnnleerH,  e\rei'dinj(  in  fact  tbo  num- 
ber of  forty-six  tbonsand  nion  (altliongb  in  so  imincnHO  an  army^  composed  of  so 
many  parties  wbicb  ono  wonld  snpposo  discordant,  commanded  by  so  many  cbiefs, 
some  more  poworfnl  tban  tbo  otbers  migbt  bo  snspcctod  of  entertaining  vi<;\vfl  a  lit- 
tlo  opposite  to  patriotism),  no  ambitions  onos,  supported  by  popnlarity,  bare  under- 
taken anytbing,  not  only  against  tbo  liberties,  but  evm  :ig:iinst  tbe  tranciuillity  of 
tbepeoplo;  not  tbo  least  disordor,  not  even  tbo  ap])ear:ip.ro  of  disunion  or  partial 
cabals.  We  contemplate  witb  astonisbment,  mixed  witb  a  joy  most  intimately  felt, 
an  armed  multitude  proceeding  to  give,  so  to  express  nivnelf,  tbo  island  lo  tbo  civil 
power,  and  aiding  it  to  protect  and  facilitate  tbe  execution  of  its  laws.  Sucli  are  tbe 
advantages  wbicb  w«^  ougbt  always  to  provide  ourselves  fnunjin  army,  tbe  buniblest 
8<ddier  of  wbi«b  linds  bis  interest  in  good  order  and  good  government.  Merrenaries 
figlitfor  money  ;  volunteers,  proprietors  of  one  partof  tbe  lauds  wbicb  are  proposed  to 
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Im  ili^rpnili^il  mill  of  Uin  ri;;lilH  nliicli  arc  to  1>D  raooTorcd  or  pnitoctoil,  bnvo  ft  (lireot 
iiilurcNt  in  ['■''^'■'^'■t'f! ''>  ""  llirir  vigor  tlie  Iaws  irbicb  ihiiib  to  tliom  tlie  property 
of  tlinsn  IniiilH  mill  tlm  (>iijiiyiiiciit  <>f  tliMO  ri|;lita. 

Wliilv  tlio  iiatiiin  liiiHii'n  ilHoir  nlimit  ILa  iwUlioal  omnnoipntion,  and  Alretulj  enjoja 
it  I'y  niiUci|mtinii,  nlin  ilnm  unt.  iir|;1oot  llio  (iilTftnlAQDaalrclulT  obtftliiivl  by  the  fimi- 
iickh  niTil  tlin  wifl<tiuii  i>{  liiT  r.iiiiilurt ;  nil  tlio  obJocU  of  oommoTCO  llx  tbo  attendnuco 
or  vnrii>ii!t  (^nmniitircn;  iIik  ontnliliilimonla  nrc  maltiplioil  InteuHibly  in  proportion 
to  tlio  r>*iii);  nconticmo ;  nhcrn  thorn  wetn  inaniiractnrlcH,  tbrr  are  bimlcd  about  tlio 
incniis  of  iM>|imvii>;;  Itirni ;  nlinrn  tliero  w«rn  none,  And  It  appean  coavenlent  to 
ralnliliiili  tlmni,  fui<:i<-ticH  of  nilrnnl.nrora  an  formed.  Wobnroa  oonHldotalilonnmbor 
of  ivnolnii  Httiirn  and  clullid;  we  linvo  lioiioof  cotton.  At  ihia  day  LimoHok  propotea 
to  lincnnio  lIiK  riv:i1  of  MiiTicIirviLor;  tboy  aro  nlioiit  niakin);  tba  beautiful  volvetaand 
nlnfTHor  col.tnn.  Our  c.rirn])nny  linvo  appropriated  to  Diia  undortakiii);  n  cftpllal  of 
Xin/iOn  ntrrliiiK,  nnil  Uiry  liavn  liroiigbt  over  from  England  a  anflloicul  nunibor  of 
oicRllniit  nnrkiiibu  in  tliin  biiniiiciia. 

In  rcniliri);  nvrr  my  InMrr,  I  n'ltiark  I  Iiave  atAtcil  at  forly-eix  tbonund  tbe  nnm- 
lior  nf  vciltinUtorn  aclnitlly  iiriiii^d  aniong  ns;  wo  baro  not  yet  an  cxoot  rotnrn  j  it  la 
po»iili1n  llinro  may  l>i'  rmii'  nr  fivii  thoimanil  inoro,  bocanso  at  tbo  oud  of  lost  year  we 
gKiinriilly  rn<-kniii>il  tipmi  foiLy-livo  tbonnaud,  and  Ibero  bave  been  aiuro  formod  five 
new  rnrpn,  coiiiMiuiideil  1iy  nllici'Ta  an  reapFotablo  for  tliolr  personal  conrogo  aa  for 
thmr  piitii'il.iHni.  If  Iliix  iti:trtl:i1  arilor  wbicb  aniniatos  all  tko  ordora  of  tlio  com- 
ninnily  bitn  any  iiirimvonii'iicn,  it  ia  that  It  takes  away  from  tlio  luaiiiifaotiirars  a 
priHti);>iii]H  niimlier  nf  baiiiK  Iiidot>onilonUy  of  Ibo  tinto  K\von  to  military  exorciae 
ynii  would  nnt  lin  alilii  l<<  cniicKivo  ho\7  Dinny  people  arc  employed  In  tbcse  mnlan- 
elioly,  lint  nonrnnnry,  ninniirachin-a,  nbioh  bavo  nn  otbor  iibo,  oiiiI,  or  object  than  the 
dRHlrtirMon  nf  innii.  Tim  nafilinc  of  cannon,  tbo  mannfactnre  of  arma  of  every 
dMr-riiilinn,  of  tcnl«,  ami  ntbor  arlioloa  wIiIrIi  are  roi|nired  for  tbe  preparation  far  a 
>«ivoriLl  thoiinanclRni'liands;  it  in  trno  Itjnt  tbo 
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ftom  this,  tbafc  tbcy  regarded  the  liberty  of  coninicrco  as  a  coiumciicoinciifc  of  ibo 
iiidepeodeoce  of  the  coustitution. 

The  principal  creatures  of  tbo  Englisli  ministry  in  tlio  i>arliamont  of  Ireland 
arrived  tbo  beginning  of  this  month  to  receive  instrnctions  relative  to  the  approach- 
ing assembly,  but  they  say  that  during  their  absence  the  chiefs  of  the  nntional 
party  have  been  employed  in  promoting  the  meetings  of  the  counties  in  cementing 
the  military  associations  and  encouraging  the  people  to  insist  upon  a  declaration  of 
rights,  so  that  nothing  is  yet  finished  in  that  rosper.t.  Mr.  Yolvcrton  ))rop<mos  to 
make  amotion  in  the  Ilonse  of  Comnions  that  a  sum  shall  he  voted  sufficient  to  build 
four  strong  frigates,  which  shall  constantly  cruise  upon  the  consis  of  this  kingdom  to 
protect  merchant  fleets  and  convoys.  This  project  nnnonnres  but  too  plainly  the 
design  of  Ireland  to  separate  herself  from  us  as  mucii  as  .she  can  and  (o  owe  iter 
safety  only  to  herself.  With  what  view  should  Knglund  iiiMiHt  ntill  with  the  IriHli 
upon  the  pretension  of  supremacy  f  In  renouncing  the  ad  vaiitagi^  which  the  uionop- 
oly  of  comuierce  procured  she  li:is  destroyed  the  only  obstacle  which  couM  oppose 
Itself  to  the  independence  of  Ireland. 

There  is  in  tbo  Loydeii  Gazette  of  tbo  131st  .iiiotbor  article  from  Lon- 
don: 

The  Earl  of  Bellamont,  who  arrived  here  the  5th  of  this  month  froui  Ireland,  has 
had  an  audience  of  bis  majesty  and  several  conferences  with  his  ministers;  as  this 
nobleman  is  one  of  the  principal  supporters  of  the  party  of  the  administration  in  that 
country,  it  is  supposed  that  bis  journey  hero  was  occasioned  by  tlie  crisis  in  which 
affairs  are  thero  at  this  time.  Mr.  Henry  Flood,  who  has  come  to  court  on  the  same 
subject,  as  well  as  Mr.  Seaton  Perry,  the  speaker  of  the  Irish  connnons,  and  Sir 
Richanl  Heron,  secretary  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  have,  on  the  ccuitrary,  returned 
to  Dnblin.  As  the  parliament  was  to  sit  the  lOtli  of  this  month,  we  expect  iuime- 
diatoly  interesting  advices  concerning  the  turn  which  affairs  may  have  taken  there, 
and  so  much  the  more,  as  we  know  that  soon  after  the  meeting,  Mr.  Yclverton 
intended  to  propose  a  bill  declaratory  of  the  right<s  of  Ireland,  as  far  as  they  respect 
Foyning's  law  and  the  manner  of  passing  Irish  bills  in  Kngland.  In  the  mean  time 
the  loaders  of  the  two  parties  endeavored  to  incre.'ise  their  forces  in  the  two  Houses, 
although  the  preponderance  in  favor  of  the  court  would  scarcely  have  any  cO'eet  in 
cose  the  party  the  most  considerable  of  the  peojile  rentaiii  in  the  sentiments  tlie^^ 
appear  to  be  in  at  this  day.  This  consideration,  tlioy  say,  supported  by  the  advice 
of  Sir  Richard  Heron,  Mr.  Seaton  Perry,  and  Mr.  Flootl,  has  determined  our  govern- 
ment to  give  way  to  the  wishes  of  the  Irinh  nation,  by  consenting  to  the  revocation 
of  Poyning's  law,  if  there  are  no  other  meaus  of  assuaging  the  ibrmrntation  of  spir- 
its. It  is  true  that  some  cities,  counties,  and  boroughs  have  lately  assured  the  gov- 
ernment of  their  .attachment  and  of  their  gratitude  for  the  favors  granted  to  Ireland, 
but  there  is  a  great  deal  wanting  before  all  the  people  will  be  equally  RatisHeil.  The 
most  enlightened  part  of  the  imtion  regard  these  same  favors  as  granted  to  necessity, 
and  purely  precarious  as  loug  as  the  British  legislature  shall  have  the  right  to  make 
laws  for  Irol.and.  Some  magistrates  have  even  already  n^Hised  to  execute  the  laws 
passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  those  of  the  county  of  Mayo  having  been, 
among  others,  required  to  put  in  force  the  act  against  desertious,  and  to  show  that 
they  acknowledge  no  others  than  those  which  have  been  made  by  their  own  legis- 
lative bod}'.  In  general,  according  to  the  last  accounts  reeeived  from  that  conuiry, 
it  appears  that  of  the  four  parts  of  Ireland,  the  provinces  of  Leinster  and  Counanght 
are  the  most  trancinil,  reposing  themselves  upon  the  assurances  which  have  hcen 
given  them  by  the  respective  colonels  of  their  volunteer  associations,  the?  Dnke  of 
leinster  and  the  Karl  of  Clanricarde,  and  that  the  eonrt  is  disposed  to  grant  to  the 
n.ation  .all  its  demands.  In  the  province  of  Minister  they  are  less  quiet,  and  they  per- 
suade themselves  that  there  is  little  de]>endenee  upon  a  inonientary  l»en(»voleiiee, 
which  is  duo  only  to  necessity.    But  the  inhabitants  of  Ulster  are,  of  all  Ireland, 
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iiio^t  III  iiilv  ilcliTiiiiiiPil  to  prociiro  to  thoniMlTM,  nt  nnj  price, 
r'  I'f  MiK  ItriliHli  li>f{iii)ation  niiil  ttin  rurmal  iWDiiDoifttinii  of  all 
■y  I'l  il.  As  lliiH  I'TOviiice,  ivlipro  tliey  mckou  nt  loiut  Uiirty 
jiili'Miniil",  iiinrii  llinii  all  tlio  mat  of  l.lic  kiiigiloiii.  iliatlngiiisIiM 
<ir  Hh  Iii1i:il<ilniits,  tboy  will  rUk  a  t;roat  deal  if  tlio;  atir  np 


Jonif  Adams. 


si|.:.t<-.l  nil  lli.'irjr.-l. 


(lis;iii|.r.inl.-(l.     hi. 


nil  of  Ap 


■I  to  tlie  Preaident  of  CoiigrcHfl.* 

Paris,  April  20,1780. 
<  Moniing  Post  of  Mio  18Ui  of  April  coiifcHftea 
llio  l'Jiiiprcnsori{iiK»in  totlioStAtofi-Cifenoral  bas 
I'll  iliciiiii»  of  nil  iillimice  witli  the  cziiriua.  It 
L  (vi-<;k  l.lint  n  Utisaiaii  Hqiimlroii  hnd  luft  Croii- 
:iiHT — iiiiy,  somo  of  llio  |iiili]tc  i>iijicre  ^<^c■lt  80 
iiriiviil  iit  Ptyiiioiitli.  IIow  sartl.y  are  we  now 
iT  !iii  ivlliftitco,  wo  liiid  licr  czarith  maiosty  talka 
|ii'i'M(Mit  it  in  pretty  clonr  timt  tlio  vnrioiis  |>ower8 
iii'il  to  Hbiiiil  off  1111(1  lenvo  iis  to  our  fnlo. 
iiIcK  iiT  il  iln1):it4)  in  tlio  ]Ion»o  of  J>onla  on  tbo 
tiKil.  Lord  <Jiuii<leii  (ixpii-sned  his  antnumbmeut 
(iiiiil  ri-uru  UiiKRia,  iii  wliioli,  contrary  to   tlie 
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a  declaration  of  war  would  luivo  beeu;  perhaps  more  so,  because  uow 
tbere  is  a  probability  that  the  maritime  powers  will  be  uiiauinious, 
whereas,  in  the  other  case,  they  might  have  been  divided.  It  is  very 
surprising  that  the  peace  between  llussia  and  the  Turk,  and  that  between 
the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prussia  (in  wiiich  the  Empress  of  Russia 
took  a  part  as  spirited  and  decided  as  she  has  upon  this  occasion,  in  both 
of  which  negotiations  the  British  ministry  ought  to  have  known  that 
liussia  and  France  acted  in  perfect  concert),  should  not  have  earlier 
dissipated  their  goUlen  visions,  but  so  it  is,  and  so  it  has  been.  England, 
as  Governor  Pownal  says,  can  not  or  will  not  see.  The  improvenn^nt  in 
the  law  of  nations  which  the  empress  aims  at,  <nnd  will  undoubtedly 
establish,  is  hurtful  to  England,  it  islrue,  to  a  very  great  degree,  but  it 
isbeneficial  to  all  other  nations,  and  to  none  more  than  the  United  States 
of  America  who  will  be  carriers,  and  1  hope  forever  neutrals. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  FrankUn.* 

Madrid,  Aj}nl  27, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Tour  favor  of  the  7th  instant,  t^)getiier  with  a  dujilicale 
of  that  of  the  22d  February  last,  wliich  I  have  nrver  seen,  are  come  to 
hand,  and  give  me  all  that  satisfaction  which  attends  the  removal  of 
apprehensions  of  neglect  from  those  we  regard  and  esteem. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  readiness  with  which  my  bills  were  ac- 
cepted, and  am  happy  to  fuul  that  the  reports  respecting  the  fate  of 
othcTS  are  as  false  as  they  have  been  injurious.  At  Martinico  the  loan- 
oflice  bills  sold  at  a  considerable  discount,  and,  indeed,  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  sell  them  at  all.  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  set- 
ting them  and  others  right  about  that  matter. 

On  my  return  from  Aranjuez,  where  1  propose  to  go  tomorrow,  I 
shall  transmit  tlie  papers  you  mention,  with  some  others  ecjually  inter- 
esting. 1  can  easily  l)elieve  that  your  difTiculli(»s  have  been  great  and 
various:  They  were  often  the  subject  of  conversaticni  in  America,  and 
I  am  sure  your  friends  as  well  a«  country  will  rejoice  in  the  late  impor- 
tant success  of  your  negotiations.  The  French  court,  by  eont inning 
steady  and  true  to  the  object  of  their  treaty  with  us,  will  obtain  those 
(sic)  which  induced  them  to  make  it  their  <'.ondu<jt  towards  us  hitherto, 
hiis,  I  confess,  attached  me  to  the  whole  natjon  in  a  degree  that  1  could 
not  have  thought  myself  capable  of  ten  years  ago.  In  my  opinion  Britain 
is  to  be  conquered  in  America,  and  that  it  would  be  more  for  the  inter- 
est of  her  enemies  to  contino  their  olTensive  operations  to  that  point 
than  enfeeble  their  elforts  by  attention  to  many  lesser  objec^ts.  Let 
America  be  supplied  with  money,  clothes,  and  ammunition,  and  she  will. 
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liy  cxitrllint;  Iter  cncriik-R  ami  rstAblielitiig  licr  iuilciMnndoiico,  do  more 
4'sscii(iiil  injury  to  tlmsi.'  i Lii|>ci'iotis  islumlcra  tlinti  tboy  have  sustaiued 
lor  wiiUirics. 

I  liiivc  sent  tlio  Iptlprs  nml  pnckcte  I  broitght  for  yoii  from  Anterioa 
Ir)  Mr.  JokIkki  .I(iliri8(iii,iit  NaiilcR,  liyM,  noiitillior,  nyouitg  goiitlciiiaii 
<>r  lliat  ]ila('i>,  :itiil  Ii:ivi>  th-Hircd  Mr.  Jolirisoii  to  soiid  Uicm  to  you  by  tlio 
lirsl.  siif(M;(iiiv.>y;nic,.\ 

Wlinl.  ;iiilM  tliis  i-inirt  may  \m  pleased  to  jilTord  US  18  not  yet  ftsccr- 
laJiM'il.  I  \ni[n\  Miry  will  1><^  Nitcli  as  may  bo  proportiouatu  to  tlie  coui- 
iniin  jiilcn-st,  llicii'  <ti;;nity,  anil  our  waiitfi.  Tlio  minister  I  am  told  is 
al>lc,  aii<{  we.  kiii>\v  llio  Uiiic  \»  Iioiie^t;  on  this  ground  I  plnco  much 
ili-pi'iKlciKi-,  fur  I  i::iM  Icii'illy  Hitiiposo  Miat  oitlicr  of  tlicni  will  omit  om- 
liiadiiiK  Miin  fjf'lili'ii  i>|.iii)ihniity  of  iteiiiiiriiig  glory  to  tlioiiisclvcs  ami 
ln.iKM-  and  ii(lv;in(:i^'c.  to  llirir  niitioii  by  eoiniilotiiig  the  division  and 
niiti  of  the.  Itiilisli  i>ia]iin\  and  tliat  by  mcasnresntiicli  will  in  so  great 
ilrHir«  (-onrrlialo  tlin  aUrrliotiH  as  well  aw  estuoin  of  America. 

nir.s.  .lay  lias  i.'iijii\<'d  iiidio  lioalLli  within  tbis  fortnigbt  tbati  alio  bas 
Wvu  bli'Nsrd  uitli  for  lined  montlis  past.  Slio  presents  horrc8i>oct8 
lo  you,  and  hc-^a  Uiat  yom-  next  letters  to  ni©  may  eiicloso  for  Lcr  oiio 
of  tlio  best  prinlH  of  yourscir,  wbicli  wo  nic  told  Iiavo  been  publisbod 
in  Kraiice,  but  aio  nut  yet  to  bo  bad  berc.  I  boliuve  ttiero  is  no  man 
of  your  af;i'.  in  I'^iii ojxt  no  tiuicli  a  favorite  with  tbe  ladlos. 
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dnratioii  to  our  iudepeiulenco,  nor  forbear  considering  it  as  an  event  no 
less  interesting  to  every  commercial  nation  in  lOiiropo  tiian  important 
to  America.  These  and  similar  considerations,  «added  to  the  injustice 
they  daily  experience  from  England,  will,  I  hope,  induce  them  to  call  to 
mind  that  spirit  of  their  forefathers  which  acquired  a  glorious  partici- 
pation in  the  empire  of  the  ocean,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  com- 
merce, afrtuence,  and  consideration  they  transmitted  to  their  posterity. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  consider  your  correspondence 
as  a  favor,  and  that  I  aui,  with  great  respect,  eti*., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Pauis,  Ajml  28,  17S0. 

Siu :  The  news  from  Hamburg  of  the  Tlth  of  April  is,  that  the  Siour 
de  Geoss,  the  minister  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  near  the  the  circle  of 
the  Lower  Saxouy,  has  communicated  to  the  magistracy  of  that  city  a 
declaration  which  his  sovereign  has  made  to  the  three  courts  at  war 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  navigation  of  neutrals ;  and  wo  learn 
that  the  same  notification  has  been  made  to  the  regencies  of  Lubecand 
Bremen  on  the  part  of  this  sovereign,  who,  without  ceasiug  to  observe 
a  neutrality  between  the  courts  actually  at  war,  considers  tholilMirty  of 
the  seas  as  a  common  good  of  all  nations,  which  dilTerent  ]>articulars 
ought  not  to  interrupt. 

The  news  from  London  of  the  18tli  of  April  is : 

Tlio  toriti  of  flirco  wrcUs,  a«  fixed  for  receiving  an  answor  to  tlio  answer  of  tlio  me- 
morial which  Sir  Jo80[>h  Yorlio  hafl  proftented  to  Mieir  hi;;h  niightinesHeH  ihn  StatuH- 
Ooiieral,  expired  hixt  Thnruday  ;  they  havepiihliHhed  yesh^rday  a  declaration  against 
the  United  PrrivinccH,  of  wliich  here  foHows  tho  tranKlat.ion  : 

"Tlio  rcsolntion  taken  at  a  conucil  hohl  at  St.  JaniCMoii  the  17th  of  April,  1780,  in 
presence  of  his  mnjosty  :  '  Since  Great  Britain  has  been  hr«>nght  invf>1nntari1y  iido  a 
war  against  France  and  Spain,  tho  ambassador  of  tho  king  to  tlie  States-Ueneral  of 
the  United  Provinces  li:is  presented  several  memorials  for  demanding  tliesnccors  stip- 
ulated hy  the  treaties.  Tiieso  representations,  althongli  repeated  in  the  nmst  pn'ss- 
iiig  manner  hy  tlio  memorial  of  the  21st  of  March,  has  remained  without  answer,  and 
their  liigli  mightineascs  have  not  manirest<3d  an  intention  to  oppose  them.  Jjy  delay- 
ing thns  to  fulfill  ongagemenU  tho  most  ]utsitive  she  dese.rts  the  alliniice  which  has 
subsisted  so  long  between  the  crown  of  Great  Jlritain  and  the  republic,  and  places 
herself  on  a  hn-el  with  neutral  powers  which  are  not  eonneet«Ml  with  this  {kingdom  by 
any  treaty.  'JMie  principles  of  wis<lom  and  ecjuity  i»re.seribe,  by  ronsrquenee,  to  IIhi 
king  no  longer  to  consider  the  states  but  in  tho  distant  relation  in  whieli  they  havo 
placed  then)se1ves;  and  his  nwvje,sty,  having  taken  this  subjnt  into  conKiderati<»n, 
has  thought  fit,  by  tho  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to  put  in  ex<'cution  imnuMliately 
tho  measures  which  have  been  formally  annexeil  by  the  memcuial  of  the  2lst  of  Mar(rh 
last,  and  wliioii  ha<l  been  previously  suggested  to  tho  Count  de  Welderrn,  (he.  envoy 
extraordinary  and  i>lonipotentiary  of  tho  republic,  by  a  verbal  ib^claration  of  Lord 
Stormont,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state,  nearly  two  months  before  the  presentation 
of  said  memorial.     For  these  causes  tho  king,  with  the  advir<»  of  his  council,  declnres 
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l.jn<-(H  of  Ulii  ll.lil. 


I  rrnvliteoj  sliiill  bwicoforwurd  li 
iri'  not  privllogiHl  l>y  Iniatios.  Ilisinnjeaty  iiiniiantU 
,  ;tiicl  iitilil  liirtlior  unltir,  nil  tlio  pnrticiilar  BtipiilB- 
"f  WJir  the  liliorly  of  Hid  iinvij^nliou  and  conimorco  of 
:i1,  HiKtIi  as  llioy  nre  oxiiriiMvit  in  tlio dinarent  tronLiM 
ji'sly  mill  tlin  m]>iililic,  nnil  cnjioDially  iu  tlio  iiiariuo 
tr  Itritain  ami  tlio  Untied  I'raviucea  nt  Londou  on  tbo 

II  M'liLimnnior  liiimnnit.;,  nnil  willing  to  Hpnro  the  ia- 
irrkint!  tlioir  ctmnAKO  l>y  au  not  of  snrpriao,  decioroi, 
n  I'oiincll,  llint  llioexiicutluiiortlioiirciiuiitordiiiHncM 
'  I'lillowinK  iiiinuliH,  to  wit :  111  tbo  cliniiliol  and  in  tbe 
T  III  IK  ilnle;  from  tlio  cbauncl  niid  tlio  iinttUcrti  Koa 
I'liiMivcly,  bntli  nil  tbo  i>coan  mid  In  tbu  Blndilcirancan, 

kiiiiinf{  from  Uio  dniouf  tUsM  pnivonlit;  it  aliftll  Iraor 

iHbiiirU  to  (lin  C[[iiiniiclia1  lino  or  tliopi|iintar;  and, 
iIh  HJIiiiilitil  boyoiiil  thn  i'>inii(<ii',  and  in  eeovrnl  in  nil 
lliiiiit  tixro]itiiin,  unit  nilbuut  nny  innro  {lartJciiUr  do- 
ur Ibo  oiiniiniLliio  of  tbu  provlnro  of  Ornningen,  mn- 
liii  Htnt<!Hor  tliDHaniK  )ir»vini:G,  liaa  boon  |ir«BanlBd  to 

iliiiiiiMiii.  Horn  rullow  the  content*: 
:  111  en  III  pi  i  line  u  wilJi  tbo  iraolutiun  of  yonr  noble 
I'll  Iniit,  ill  <'(iiu9Rqiivtiuii  of  wliiuli  wnn  priHcntciI  into 
tour  iiiililu  iti1|;btiiii'HiH<ii  tbe  i-oporl  prrtionted  tbo  ITlli 
llu'irblKli  iiii};bliiiriwi-a  to  tlioir  lUHoiiibly,  nboboil 
t».wiiCciminodoro  Ityhind  nnd  tbo  Kn^lioh  Cmniim- 
!iil  lliii  Titli  (it  .Jmiiinrj  liy  llio  Count  do  Woldorcii 


APRIL   28,  1780.  63 7 

be  raercbaodiiies  which  the  treaties  rleclnre  not  to  bo  contraband,  and  that  they  be 
BO  eSootnally  proteoto«l  that  we  may  have  no  fiirtlior  room  to  fuar  for  tlio  fiitnre  tliat 
the  leant  insult  will  bo  coniniitt«Ml  aj^iinst  the  fla^  of  the  statoM,  and  that,  in  one  word, 
as  to  what  remains  wo  onglit,  conformably  to  the  troaticH  Htibsist'ing,  to  observe  an 
exact  neutrality." 

Tlie  state  of  Qroniiigon  has  entirely  coiiforined  to  the  foregoing  re- 
port. 

SECOND   UEL'ORT   PRESENTED   «Y  TUB  SAME   PROVINCE. 

NoBLK  AND  Mighty  Lords:  Tlie  commit  toes  of  your  noble  mightiiicsROH,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resohitiou  of  the  2i>tli  of  November  and  the  2d  of  December  of  the 
last  year,  as  well  as  of  the  2:Ul  of  March  last,  after  an  examination  of  the  throe 
memoirs  presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorko,  amb:iss!ulor  oxtraonlinary  of  his  Hritannie 
majesty,  on  the  22d  of  July  and  the  2Gth  of  November,  1770,  and  on  the  20th  of  March 
last,  to  their  high  mightinesses,  demaudiug  by  the  first  the  Hiiccurii  stipulated  by  the 
treaty  of  1G74  ;  insisting  in  the  second  on  a cat'Ogorical  answer;  and  finally  complain- 
ing, in  the  last,  of  the  combat  held  by  Commodore  Byland,  on  occasion  of  what  passed 
with  Commodore  Fielding,  adding  thereto,  instantHss  to  the  end  to  obtain  before 

the  expiration  of  throe  weeks  a  satisfactory  answer  concerning  the  succors  demanded, 
since  otherwise  his  m.njesty  would  regard  this  republic  on  the  footing  of  neutral  pow- 
ers no  ways  favored  by  treaties,  and  would  conditionally  suspend  all  the  treaties,  and 
particularly  that  of  1G74,  and  would  treat  the  republic  acc(»rding  to  the  ordinary  law 
of  nations;  after  having  also  examined  several  letters  and  other  pieces  annexofl,  suc- 
cessively transmitted  by  the  Count  de  Welderen,  envoy  extniordiiiary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary of  their  high  mightinesses  t-o  his  Britannic  majesty,  they  have  the  honor  to 
report  to  your  noble  mightinesses  that,  after  having  maturely  reflected  upon  what 
relates  to  the  points  in  question,  their  advice  will  be  that,  in  answer  to  the  said  tliioe 
niemorialsof  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  ambassador  extraordinary,  it  ought  to  be  replied  that 
their  high  mightinesses  during  the  troubles  subsisting,  which  undoubtedly  drew  their 
origin  from  America,  and  from  thence  by  an  ulterior  extension  of  the  war  have  spread 
themselves  In  Europe,  have,  by  observing  an  exact  neutrality,  giving  to  his  Britannic 
majesty  the  most  unfeigued  proofs  of  their  attaehnuuit  and  of  their  ail'eetion,  even 
lieyond  their  obligations,  by  a  condescension  to  which  they  were  by  no  means 
obligetl  towards  England,  hut  the  consequences  of  which  have  been,  besides  the 
prejudice  thereby  occasioned  to  the  conmierce  and  navigation  of  this  country,  that 
there  has  arisen  a  marked  dissatisfaction,  although  by  no  unmans  provoked,  of  the 
belligerent  powers;  and,  in  {.articular,  the  preparations  ma<le  at  the  same  time  by 
land  could  not  but  excite  the  most  serious  attention  of  their  high  mightinesses,  to  the 
end  that  they  might,  without  interruption,  not  deprive  themselves  of  the  means  in- 
dispensably necessary  both  for  their  own  preservation  and  flcf'ense  by  granting  the 
succors  demanded;  that  they  ought  rather  to  think  of  demanding  themselves,  in 
consequence  of  the  aforementioned  treaties,  the  succors  which  would  he  so  necessary 
to  them  upon  the  least  apprehension  of  the  continuance  of  the  same  preparations. 
That  their  high  mightinesses,  founded  upon  good  re:isons,  iis  well  as  upon  the  favor- 
able declarations  of  his  majesty  so  often  reiterated,  ought  to  have  expected  a  recipro- 
cal affection  and  a  friendly  treatinont  towards  the  republie,  at  least  that  he  would 
not  have  disputed  a  right  stipulated  clctirly  by  the  most  solomu  treaties,  and  of 
which,  so  soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  1G74,  even  before  the  war  was 
entirely  finished,  the  subjects  of  his  majesty,  to  the  detriment  of  this  country,  make 
so  free  a  use. 

Their  high  mightinesses,  penetrated  with  the  most  lively  grief,  have  nevertheless 
perceived  that,  so  far  from  their  good  intentions  and  proceedings  having  operated  to 
any  happy  effect,  it  has  happened,  on  the  contrary,  that  sevenil  acts,  diametrically 
opposed  to  justice,  have  been  authorized  and  executed  by  connivance,  under  the 
illusory  pretext  of  opposition  even  to  the  same  connivance,  and  this  in  spite  of  mul- 
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a  rc'imlilia  io  wlivlattt  iiidIi  nUiKKw ;  tl 
III  l''i«liUiig  uiiil  Cuuimixluru  Ujlantl  inof  niitttnrvtlint, 
iiH  ( tliu  flng  ur  a  m>Toroi|[n  jrawor  bolug,  In  tmoi,  ovny- 
I  in^iili:  by  tlio  Cuiiiit  ilo  llylniiil,  an  olTiaer  eoiumiuiiliii]; 
iii>  •<(  lliu  ru|>ii1)1io  wliuruor  ho  ia  oiibjuot,  oii){lit  to  liavv 
III  In  tiiivo  ni(i[ii>iiil  nt  niiooall  •iisii ici ohm,  Mid  destroy e< I 
I :  rioiii  wluiDoo  It  rull»«n  Ibat  ttio  Htiid  CoiiiiiKMloru 
i^lhiii^  liiit  for  ILu  iiiiiiiitciiiiniieiiiid  jinjlootion  of  tlio 
1:1^  III'  llio  alutu,  while  tlio  rolziiru  aod  dol«ntloii  onUo 
iiiHii  olijuvla  DoiiuuniliiK  wliluli  tlioir  high  iiiightiiicsiHis 
';irl  ii'ii  i-uiivoitloiit  III  Ills  ini^esly,  m  woll  ■■  a  doolnrn- 
!••  i'ciiiik;  oililhig,  nt  lliu  nniiio  time,  that,  nrtur  a  lualiiro 
liiiii  ill  which  tliD  Iteiiiiblio  la  nt  jirettnnl.,  tbuir  liigh 
liiiiiiituil  vrith  Iho  Biivount  duiiiauilod  by  his  Brilaniiio 


i<.  Siiili's  (if  Mm  |iniviiioo  v(  Uroiiitiguii  liHVu  cuufoniiud  UioiiiHclveH 
11  ii'iiort  U-Hjit.  iii«'ii[ioii(Ml. 

m.  .Ipril  •J.i.  —  Wii  livii  II  Hint  tliii  |iniviiicD  of  (Iiioldtim  has  delormiiiutl  i«  grniit 
ili'il  ("nv-iiyH,  mill  nt  llii;  Hniiiu  Ihiiu  Io  rcriiNu  iho  Biiuuuta  demiiiidod  by  Umut 
II,  li,Y  iiif.'tiifi  ol'  It  iiirli  i-lic  Huvuii  Uuilul  I'l-uviiicmt  itni  actually  of  ouu  uiioui- 

lu,  Jpnl  ■,':i,— W.'  Ii'iii'ii  lliiil  Iho  iluiHilioi  i>r  Uio  |in)viiiL-8  of  Ilullaiid  have 
y  bc'-n  iiiNtriii:l<-il  tii  i.Mty  In  tlio  iWHOiiibly  ofthii  KlntoaUuiiuritl  llio  Oiiiiiiou  of 
l.l;;li  ...MsiiMii-riH  r<iii.'<-iiiiii-;  Llio  invitntloii  which  thu  I'riiicu  do  aallitniii, 
ir(  l.lio  1:1111  iii'sn  iif  Itii-^sJM,  hiiH  iiimIii,  in  Iho  unrne  oflior  iiii^eety,  to  Ihoir  high 

iiK'K^c'H.  Io  ]>ii>ic-i't  iiK' 1-t'l  UiuiiaviKiitiiiiiurtliu  iioiitors;  and  llnil  tills  o|il  11- 

llm  Nliito  of  thu  |>roviuce,  bonrini;  dnto  tho  13th  uf 
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iu  ooncori  in  n  niatiucr  tlio  most  oflicivcious,  boUi  for  ilio  fiitiiro  and  for  the  i>re80iil', 
obsorving  nt  tlie  same  time  an  exact  uetitnility  amon;^  the  holli^rerunt  powers." 

The  same  opinion  tends  also  to  catiso  to  bo  transmitted  the  copy  of  such  a  rcsoln- 
tiou  not  only  to  tlio  I'riuce  de  Clalliixin,  envoy  of  her  niajrsty  to  the  repnblic,  but 
also  to  M.  de  Swart,  resident  of  tbeir  high  migbtincssos  at  retersbnr^b,  and  to  tbcir 
ministers  at  tbe  courts  of  Copenbagen,  Stockbolm,  and  Ijisbou,  and  witb  orders  to 
these  lost  to  second,  as  far  as  possible,  tbe  proceedin^rd  of  the  court  of  Unssia,  and  to 
act  in  concert  with  tbe  ministers  of  her  Imperial  majesty,  etc. 

Oougrcss  will  be  able  to  drsiw  just  iurcrcuccs  fioiii  these  important 
papers  of  state. 

TliO  principle  which  tiie  Euji;1ish  contend  for  has  no  other  foundation 
but  the  insuhir  situation  of  Great  Britain  and  Mie  convenience  of  that 
nation.  The  i)rinciple  which  the  neutral  powers  are  cont^dndin^  for  is 
evidently  htid  in  the  coinnion  good  of  nations,  in  the  ease,  safety,  con- 
venience, happiness,  and  prosperty  of  nninkind  in  general.  But  we 
shall  see  whether  obstinacy  and  fierce  psissions  will  at  length  give  way 
ill  one  instiinco.  At  present  there  is  no  appearance  of  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  see  no  way  for  the  English  to  e6ca])e  a  war  with  LloUand  and 
liussio,  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  perhaps  Portugal,  unless  they  should 
be  interrupted  in  their  career  by  a  war  with  one  another  at  home. 

When,  where,  or  in  what  manner  we  shall  see  tiie  unraveling  of  the 
Viist  plot  which  is  acting  iu  the  world  is  known  only  to  Trovidence. 
Although  my  mind  has  been  full  twenty  years  iireparing  to  expect  great 
scenes,  yet  I  confess  the  wonders  of  this  revolution  exceed  all  that  I 
ever  foresaw  or  imagined.  That  our  country,  so  young  as  it  is,  so  hum- 
ble as  it  is,  thinking  but  lately  so  meanly  of  itself,  should  thus  interest 
the  passions,  as  well  iis  employ  the  re«ison,  ol*  all  mankind  in  its  favor, 
and  effect,  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  not  only  thirteen  revolutions  of 
government  at  home,  but  so  completely  accomplish  a  revolution  in  the 
system  of  Europe  and  in  the  sentiments  of  every  nation  in  it,  is  what 
no  human  wisdom,  perhaps,  could  foresee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Rush  to  J.  Adams.* 


riiiLADKLPiiiA,  April  28,  1780. 

Our  affairs  wear  their  usual  checkered  aspect.  Our  governments 
are  daily  acquiring  new  strength.  Our  army,  which  1  saw  a  few  weeks 
ago  at  Morristown,  has  imj)roved  greatly  in  discipline  since  our  former 
correspondence,  iu  economy  and  healthiness.  The  number  of  our  sol- 
diers is  small,  occasioned  not  by  a  decay  of  military  or  w^higgish  spirit 
among  us,  but  by  the  want  of  money  to  purchase  recruits.  The  new 
scheme  of  Congress  for  calling  in  the  circulating  money  at  forty  for 
one  will,  I  believe,  be  adopted,  with  some  alterations  by  the  States. 

"7  J.  Adams'  Works,  21 1. 


'ill!  lili'LOMATIC   C0RRE8P0SDEHCE. 

'J'liia  will,  \v«  liii|ii-,  ii'Ktote  to  oiircnunsols  ami  nriiis  tbo  vigor  of  1775. 
Tliu  Tiviidi  iilliaiicu  is  not  less  tlmir  to  the  true  wliiga  tbaii  intle- 
|ii>nili'iicti  ilHL'ir.  Tlict  (JlK-v)kli(!i'  de  In  LiiEenio  bas  made  even  tbo  toriea 
lui'^irt  ill  Hoiiiu  (Ic^tre,  in  lii.<<  HbcnUity  nixl  iraliteDosa,  tbe  mitchianmu* 
ol'  tlioir  iti'itJHli  IVii-iKls.  M.  (Icran)  is  utill  doar  to  tlie  faitbful  citizous 
uf  America.     We  call  liiiii  Llio  "  republican  iiiiufstci'." 


J.  AdaiiiH  to  the  Piaaldaiit  of  CoiiKreBB.1 

Park,  April  29, 1780. 
Hut:  WalHiiif^tiaFn  KiiiliMl  fcoiii  St.  Helena  tlie  8tli  witli  tbe  Tkun 
)lctrr,  llitt  li'amilirn,  tlw  ISrrirhk,  and  tlte  filgmont,  of  aeventy-foiir  giiun; 
llio  Sfiirliuroii;ili,  of  l.ivi'iity;  and  tlio  llrosblpa,  the  Ultut  anil  tbe  Sala- 
iiiitiitliir ;  oJily  f'lMir  sliiimof  tlio  line.  Un  tlio  llth  Admiral  Graves  fol- 
lowed him  nitli  tin-  /^iiti'f'fn,  of  iiiaetyeiglit  etuis;  (be  Bedford,  tbe 
tSlircicihurff,  tins  7^(».iyit(  <t<ik,  of  Bevetity-four ;  tbe  I'rudent  am\  tbe 
A  >iwricii,ot'  a'mly-ii'm- ;  :uid  tlio  Ampkitrite,  of  twenty-four;  tbese,  wttli 
lint  tour  of  Adminil  lviH]n('.,v,iiiaku  I'uurtecn  aliipaot  tbe  line.  Admiral 
Parkor,  it  is  Hiiid,  Iiiik  not  moru  tban  nine  At  for  service,  wbivb  will 
make  twvjily  llirf;<>,  N(i|i|i<i.siii{r  tbnt  Uraves  bus  tbe  same  destiaation. 
Many  |iuu|iU',  bowuver,  hclicvo  bo  is  goinf;  to  Oanadtv,  in  onler  to  bo 
beforehand  of  tlie  licet  iil'  Itrest,  wbicb  tlie  Ei)gli»b  suppose  bns  deaigiis 
London   is.  Iiowuvcr,  tliiit 
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bine,  second;  Yice- Admiral  Darby,  of  the  blue,  third;  and  Bear- Ad- 
miral Digby,  of  the  blue,  foarth. 

The  next  day  after  the  departure  of  the  lloet  of  Oommodore  VValsing- 
haim,  the  London^  of  ninety-eight  guns,  commanded  by  Admiral  Graves ; 
the  Shrewsbury  J  the  Royal  Oaky  of  seventy- four ;  the  Americay  the  Prudenty 
of  sixty-four;  and  tbe  Amphitrite^  of  twenty- four,  having  set  sail  from 
St.  Helens,and  the  Resolution;  as  well  as  the  Invincible^  of  seventy-four, 
intended  as  part  of  the  squadron — the  crews  of  the  two  last  vessels 
refused  to  sail  until  they  should  be  paid  their  wages,  and  have  received 
their  shares  of  the  prize  of  the  ProUe.  The  11th  of  the  month  the 
Resolution^  Commodore  Ogle,  set  sail  to  join  Admiral  Graves,  tlie  crew 
having  at  length  consented  to  serve,  when  they  saw  tlicir  ship  sur- 
rounded by  other  vessels,  ready  to  fire  upon  her  by  order  of  Lord  Long- 
ford. The  crew  of  the  Invincible  had  more  obstinacy,  and  Admiral 
Pye  was  forced  to  send  on  board  the  Captains  Balfour,  Duncan,  Ilolt, 
and  Barkner  to  persuade  them  to  return  to  their  duty.  These  oflicers 
called  up  upon  deck  the  mutinous  sailors,  whom  they  harangued,  and 
to  whom  they  represented  that  the  act  of  Parliament  to  regulate  the 
payment  of  wages  on  board  the  men-of-war  did  not  authorize  them  to 
require  more  than  one  month's  advance.  They  did  not,  however,  sub- 
mit, and  the  captains  having  observed,  that  among  them  there  were, 
above  all,  four  more  remarkably  obstinate,  sent  tliem  to  the  admiral, 
who  put  them  in  irons.  The  next  day  the  admiral  ordered  Captain 
Faulkner  to  tell  his  people  that  if  they  would  submit  he  would  restore 
the  four  men  whom  they  had  arrested.  This  proposition  wiis  not  listened 
to,  and  it  was  not  until  the  Idth  that  Eear- Admiral  Graves  set  sail  from 
St.  Helens  without  this  last  vessel. 

The  ivdmiralty  has  sent  orders  to  Portsmouth  for  a  court-martial  upon 
the  most  mutinous  of  the  crew  of  the  Invincible^  and  it  is  expected  that, 
as  examples,  some  of  them  must  lose  their  lives. 

I  have  before  informed  Congress  of  a  resolution  of  the  county  of  York 
against  the  American  war.  This  has  been  since  repeated  by  the  free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Surrey,  at  a  meeting  held  at  lilpsom  the  14th 
of  April.  Mr.  Nicholls,  in  an  able  speech,  proposed  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

That  tho  Aiuoricaii  war.  origiuaMiij;  from  ihu  corrupt  iiiflnciico  of  tlio  crown  and 
tho  ill-foinulod  assortiouH  of  tlio  king's  ministers  in  Parliament,  is  the  cause  of  the 
present  calamitous  situation  of  this  country. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted.  IIo  then  recommended  a 
second  resolution,  similar  to  that  of  the  freeholders  of  Yorkshire,  con- 
demning the  continuance  of  offensive  operations  in  America,  which  was 
likewise  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Budgen  then  moved  a  third  resolution,  for  tlumkiiig  those  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  who  had  uniformly  reprobated  the  American  war, 
which  was  likewise  carried  without  opposition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
wn — VOL  111 41 


hu'lomatk!  cohrespondbnck. 

['.  3. — Siiictt  til"  iihuvii  was  written  I  Iiavo  f'ouud  n  resolution  of  the 
itilyof  lleitronl  of  Hie  17tli  of  Ajtril: 

:il,  l.liK  o[iininn  of  tli«  present  uiambl;  »,  tlint  a  nnc 
liiloiitly  n  [ncasiue  Tbioh,  liy  obliging  nn  to  onriy  all  nur 
I  to  Mint  qnartiT,  iiiitx  iin  mil  of  n  ooiiditlaD  to  rviiit  witb  vigor,  B>  no  iniKlit 
wi>w<1o,  I  111!  iiiillril  un'iirU  uf  l''ia>iuD  auil  Spoiu,  wliila  the  aikld  iritT  jiroiliicos  on 
cllVd  iigiiiii  tlin  Aiiicr  irniiH  Ilmii  to  luM  to  tbo  enniily  wliioli  Iim  tint  too  long 
itr'il  liKtivcfii  im;  .ill  I'liiiiily  of  wMch  we  tikvo  fvlt  the  fntnl  ofl'vein,  ami  wliteh, 
ttiiic  .111  oIihUcIo  tu  our  iiiiioii.  Ilii'outeni  Eaglaad  vritU  a  ruiii  h  oomjilata  ■■  it 


lltlAR  Srn 


inkiiiB  BL-iil 
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J.  Adnme  to  Oeuet.' 

I'ARis,  April  2ft,  1*80, 
lliinit  it  worth  while  to  work  into  your  next  arti- 
nlluwiiip  i)l(survfttioiis  of  Lord  BoliiigbrokoT 
111  1 1  \\ir  ni'iiliin  nf  potrnr  tiirii,  like  Uiat  of  the  solntice  in 
ii>]i'  III  i:iMiiiti<iii  obsorvfition ;  nii'l,  iu  otin  cnae  »s  iu  Ihe 
I  li['  iii;i4i^  in  tlin  bow  direotlon  befora  tlio  ehaoge  ia  por- 
ilic  Hiiil(iii|.'  Bciklo— fur  in  tbe  palUicalbAlnuoe  of  power,  nu- 
:  tliiil  la  L-iii|it;  siiilu,  anil  that  nhloli  is  full  Hm* — tbey  who 
not  nnail.v  coma  olT  from  the  linbltnal  pr^nillees  of  supe- 
kilt,  orroiiingo,  nor  from  tlie  conlldciioe  that  theso  preju- 
in  ill  llip  ri"iiig  ncalo  (lonotimmeflinlelj'  feci  their strBngtb, 
Biiccnwful  cxricriniico  aivea  them  nfterirnriln. 
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if  tbe  confidence  of  the  English  had  decreasod  in  proportion  to  the 
diniiuution  of  theirs,  it  would  have  been  all  over  with  England  before 
now.  You  know  very  well  that  Lord  Boliugbroke  was  the  most  eloquent 
writer  that  England  ever  produced.  His  political  writings  particularly 
are  more  admired  than  any  in  that  language.  His  name  and  authority, 
added  to  the  obvious  truth  of  these  observations  and  their  apposite  ap- 
plication to  the  present  times,  will  make  an  impression  upon  many  minds 
in  all  the  nations  at  war.  If  yon  think  so,  and  that  it  will  increase  the 
spirit  of  our  friends  and  diminish  the  insolence  of  our  enemies,  <as  it 
ought,  you  will  make  use  of  it  in  your  own  excellent  manner ;  if  not, 
burn  it. 

Your  friend, 

John  Adaims. 


Luzerne  to  Washington.* 
[Translation.] 

PHiLADELriiiA,  April  29,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received,  with  all  the  gratitude  possible,  the  news 
which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  give  me  of  Don  Juan.t  I 
begin  to  flatter  myself  that  the  cares  he  has  received  from  you  and 
from  all  those  who  surround  him  will  re-establish  him. 

I  can  not  sufficiently  express  to  you,  sir,  my  sentiments  in  this  re- 
spect, and  for  the  kindnesses,  without  number,  which  you  have  heaped 
upon  me  during  the  time  passed  with  you.  I  shall  render  an  account 
to  my  court  of  all  that  I  saw  at  the  army;  of  the  good  order  Jind  dis- 
cipline of  the  troops ;  of  the  zeal  and  tcilents  of  the  ofTicers;  of  the 
good  disposition  reigning  among  them ;  as  well  sus  of  the  respect  and 
public  confidence  in  the  commander-in-chief.  These  circumstances 
united  form  an  augury  the  most  favorable  for  tlie  enterprises  which 
your  army  may  be  in  condition  to  undertake,  when  it  shall  be  com* 
pleted,  in  consequence  of  the  measures  that  have  been  just  taken.  I 
am  certain,  beforehand,  that  his  majesty  will  take  a  true  satisfaction 
in  learning  details  so  interesting  to  a  power  so  dear  to  him. 

I  dare  supplicate  your  excellency  to  receive  anew  the  assurances  of 
the  sentiments  of  veneration  and  respect  with  which  you  have  in- 
spired me,  and  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant, 

LUZKHNE, 

P.  S. — Permit  mo  to  seize  this  occasion  to  pray  you  to  present  th^ 
homage  of  my  respect  to  Mrs.  Washington. 


*2  Sparks*  Letters  to  Washington,  442. 

t  Don  Juan  do  Mirallos,  an  unoflicial  agont  of  tho  court  of  Spain,  who  had  rosidod 
for  some  timo  at  Philadelphia,  lie  died  the  day  before  the  date  of  tho  above  letter 
at  Washington's  headquarters,  See  Washington's  Writings,  vol.  G,  pp.  186,  476  j 
ToL  7,  p.  27.— Sparks, 


(lit  UH'LOMATIC    C0EKE8P0HDEHCE. 

Dlggas  to  J.  AdRina.* 
[ExtfMt.] 

Wandswobth,  JWoy  3, 1780. 
Cfiif.nil  Coinviiy'M  iiKitioii  relativu  to  America  was  put  off  to-day  for 
miitio  Ciiliiro  pciiixl.  Ilailloy'sstaiiOs  for  Friday,  tliosubstauoe  of  wliicli 
yi)i[  will  liiivu  in  thi>  (i(;iu!t'»l  Aitvurtiscr  of  tbe  1st  of  May,  Soinedev- 
ilhy  liiiM  got  into  Uonwiiy's  Iiead,  for  bo  seouifi  to  tliink  tliere  is  yet  a 
door  opt'ii  foi'  pwicti  will]  Aiaerioa  eliort  of  iiidoiieudence,  tliaii  vliicli 
luiUiinf^  can  bo  so  rallai'toiis  aud  absurd.  IIow  he  can  imbibe  saclt  iio- 
tiiMis  I  ciiii  iiol  Uiiiik  ;  but  I  am  told  lie  is  loucli  iu  tli»  circio  of  a  Scotch 
acqiuiititaiice,  luid  KoiiKaiuitis  t-alks  to  rofugoee,  such  as  Mr.  Oallonay, 
Allen,  etc  I  can  not  lurcouiit  for  it  otherwise  tban  that  lio  is  lookiug 
n|>  to  tlio  (toininiiiiil  oT  tlio  army. 

I  slionid  bo  glail,  wlicii  you  see  aud  road  the  debates  upon  those  mo- 
tions, U)  liiinw  wliat  you  Ihiiik  tlioreof. 

I  ant,  on  all  ucxasiiiii.s,  your  obedient  sorvaut, 

WiLLUH   ltUSSSIJ^.t 

J.  Adams  to  tho  Prealdent  of  CongTasB.) 

TAltls,  May  2,  1780. 

Hiii:  On  11r\  lOlli  iiF  A[>ril  tlio  Due  do  ViuiRuyoii.  niiibitosador  of  liii 
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snred  his  majesty  with  oarnestuess  that  yon  wero  decided  to  observe  the  most  exact 
neutrality  during  the  continuance  of  the  troubles  bet  ween  France  and  England.  But 
if  you  announced  that  the  act  which  suspended  the  effects  of  the  onicacious  protec- 
tion of  the  republic  in  favor  of  ships  loaded  with  ship  timber  ought  to  bo  regarded  ns 
in  force  until  it  should  be  afterwards  confirmed,  yon  declared  at  the  same  time  that 
all  discussion  upon  this  matter  onght  to  be  suspended  until  after  (he  deliberations 
which  were  to  ascertain  the  convoys. 

His  majesty,  not  perceiving  in  this  now  disposition  any  real  alt^iration  of  intention, 
thought  that  he  could  not  avoid  setting  bounds  to  the  advantages  granted  in  tlie  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  kingdom  to  the  Dutch  commerce,  whilst  your  high  mightinesses 
continued  to  suspend,  in  favor  of  the  enemies  of  his  crown,  the  exercise  of  tiie  rights 
the  most  solidly  established ;  but  he  was  pleased  to  prcsorvo  theiu  to  the  diirorcnt 
members  of  the  republic  in  proportion  as  they  adopt^ed  a  system  which,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  is  conformable  to  his  views,  is  essentially  just.  He  has  applaudc<l  the 
remonstrances  of  your  high  mightinesses  to  the  court  of  London  and  the  cftorts  which 
you  have  made  to  recover  the  means  of  restoring  to  the  flag  of  the  United  Provinces 
its  ancient  consideration,  as  Veil  as  the  positive  order  which  you  have  gi  von  to  a 
squadron  to  hold  itself  ready  to  convoy  and  protect  all  vessels  loaded  with  objects  not 
comprehended  among  merchandises  of  contraband  from  the  time  that  unlimitc<l  con- 
voys should  be  resolved  on,  and  he  has  constantly  desired  that  your  high  nngliti- 
nesses  would  cea«e  to  lay  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  testimonies  of  his  nllcction,  by 
attaching  yourselves  entirely  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  your  interest,  informed 
of  your  definitive  intentions  in  this  regard,  and  assured  of  the  explanation  which  your 
high  mightinesses  are  determined  to  make  of  their  neutrality  by  granting  an  efTica- 
cious  and  indefinite  protection  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  your  .sul>joct«.  His 
majesty  has  heard  with  pleasure  the  several  representations  which  several  members 
of  the  union,  and  especially  the  prince  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  republic,  havo  made 
to  him  relative  to  tho  restraints  which  the  commerce  of  diflercnt  provinces  experi- 
ences in  the  ports  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  his  fnajesty  has  ordered  mo  to  declare  to  your 
high  mightinesses  that  he  has  revoked,  by  a  decree  of  his  council  of  the  22d  of  April, 
1780,  an  authentic  copy  of  which  I  have  tho  honor  to  present,  those  of  the  1  lib  of 
January,  the  27t.h  of  April,  the  5th  of  June,  and  the  18th  of  Soptembor,  1771);  but  he 
would  not  confine  himself  to  re-establish  thus  the  subjectH  of  your  liigh  mighfinosaea 
in  the  enjoyment  of  favors  which  they  experienced  before  the  publication  of  tliose 
new  laws,  in  all  the  advantages  conditionally  promised  by  his  regulations  concern- 
ing the  commerce  and  navigation  of* neuters;  be  would  give  them  a  signal  proof  of 
his  benevolence ;  and  he  orders  me  to  do.clare  to  your  high  mightinesses  that  he  lins 
ordered  the  return  of  all  the  sums  received  by  the  overseers  of  his  farms  in  virtue  of 
the  said  decrees.  He  llatt-ers  himself  that  testimonies  so  important  of  his  afTcction 
will  convince  your  high  mightinesses  not  only  that  he  takes  an  interest  the  most  sin- 
cere in  the  prosperity  of  the  United  Provinces,  but  also  that  justice,  moderation,  and 
beneficence  form  the  essential  and  invariable  basis  of  his  conduct  and  of  his  jiro- 
ceedings. 

Decree  of  the  king's  couucil  of  state  of  tho  22d  of  April,  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  memorial: 

The  king,  being  informed  of  the  dispositions  made  by  the  States- General  of  the 
United  Provinces  for  complying  with  the  reciprocity  required  by  liis  regulation  of  the 
26th  of  July,  1778,  concerning  the  navigation  of  neutral  vessels,  and  his  majesty, 
willing  in  consequence  of  these  same  dispositions  to  give  a  new  proof  of  his  adection 
to  the  said  United  Provinces,  is  determined  to  put  an  end  to  tho  restraints  which  tho 
commerce  of  their  subjects  have  experienced  in  his  Stales,  to  which  end,  the  report 
being  heard,  the  king  being  in  his  council,  hath  ordained  and  ordains  as  follows: 

Articlk  I.  His  majesty  has  revoked  and  revokes  the  decree  of  his  council  of  tho 
14th  of  January,  1779,  which  subjected  to  a  duty  of  freight  the  vessels  of  tbe  said 


<»1»)  IiiPLOMATlC  C0RRE8K)NDENCE. 

MiiliJ'-cU  n(  tlin  Klnlnnfii'iKTitl  of  Dm  ITaitedrroTiiiooa  of  tlie  Low  Conatriea;  those  of 
llm  'JTIIi  of  Aj.ril  .tiul  fiili  nf  .[iiiiu,  ITTD,  nliloh  eBLablisli  b  dsw  Uiiff  for  Uie  olijects 
]>riii'r<i;itiii);  TroiM  Itii'ir  t;iinvlli.  I^sliorj,  maiiiifBcliirr,  bdiI  cotumnruc,  and  that  of  tbe 
1>'l1i  "f  .Sr|iti'iiil»'.r,  17711,  wliicli  iirobibita  tbe  ootry  of  thenhDeaMof  Nortb  llollaud 

Am.  II.  1 1  In  iicijoflty  I'niinrMi^,  in  fnvor  of  tlio  aaid  Bubjoctsof  th«  6t«te«-Geufl»l 
riT  tli»  nuid'il  I'rciriiici'H  of  tlio  I^v  CouDtrica,  the  wIvuitagOB  condltlouallf  proiii- 
isi'il  liy  (.h«  i1iM|><MitiiiiiH  i.r  liis   r<>;;ii1nllon  of  tbo  BCtb  of  July,  1778,  coDceroiug  Uw 

Aiir.  III.  Mjaninjrxly,  williii);  l»  |[ive  lo  llie  snlil  aiibJnclA  of  tbe  Slata-GeDoriil  a 
Hif^iiiil  j>rii[>r[>f  liU  I'uiii'ru'i'tin',  hns  ordaluod  aud  oidniDs  b  reatitiitiou  of  tlio  aiims  ot 
itiiiiii'y  ri'coLvi'il  liy   tliu  »v  criworfl  of  ble  fnriiia  in  virtue  of  tbe  ilecreea  befote  nieo- 

Doiin  ill  tbn  king's  ronndt  of  atnto  the  3-Jd  of  April,  17S0. 
Tim  iicwK  frniit  Tliu  Ilngiio  of  the  2Ccl]  of  April  in,  that  tlie  <1e1Jbera- 
lions  oT  tlie  (lifl'i;reiit  inoviiices  whicL  compose  tlie  republic  bavo  beeu 
coiitiiiiutil  tlicse  hist  weeks  without  iiilemiption,  and  all  the  opiuioiis 
arc  uiiuiiiiiionsly  ii^ieod  iipoii  three  importiiut  objects,  whicli  make  tlie 
iiiatttTof  tlioin,  vi/. :  First,  the  fiHCcor  demanded  by  Great  Britain;  acc- 
oixlly,  tliu  convoys  to  be  (rraiitcd  to  merchant  ships;  thirdly,  the  iiivi- 
tiiliun  of  the  Kmiin^Ksof  Russia  tonccede  toau  armed  neutmlity.  Tbe 
rospectivc  fitii(<'Hi>t  the  seven  provinces  have  all  been  of  opinion,  fii^t, 
to  excuse  tliciiisi'lvcs  fimn  giving  the  succors  demanded ;  secondly,  to 
gnttit.  convoys  to  all  merchant  ships  hearing  the  flag  of  the  republic 
whatever  may  be  their  cargoes,  without  any  other  exception  than  that 
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That,  as  to  the  allegation  of  the  treaty  of  1G74,  made  by  Lord  Storinont, 
concerning  the  visit  of  merchandises  suspected^  the  contrary  of  whnt 
he  advances  appears  in  a  manner  the  most  evident  by  the  simple  reading 
of  the  treaty.  That,  the  nature  of  a  convoy  rendering  all  visits  nn- 
necessary,  the  articles  fifth  and  sixth  of  this  treaty  confine  themselves 
manifestly  to  single  ships, from  which,  nevertheless,  they  can  not  in  this 
require  more  than  the  exhibition  of  their  sea  letters ;  and  with  regard 
to  vessels  detained  for  an  enemy's  port,  that  of  their  passports.  That 
thus  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Fielding,  approved  by  his  majesty, 
implies  an  open  violation  of  this  treaty  ;  by  consequence,  neither  the 
orders  of  their  high  mightinesses  nor  the  act  of  their  oQiccr  charged 
with  their  execution  having  done  any  injury  to  the  treaties  nor  any 
hostilities  having  been  committed  on  their  part,  but  Commodore  Field- 
ing having  employed,  for  the  execution  of  his  orders,  the  force  of  arms 
against  the  convoy  of  the  republic,  there  does  not  exist  tlie  least  cause 
ot  complaint  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  j  but,  on  the  part  of  their  high 
mightinesses,  they  have  had  the  most  just  reason  of  complaint,  and  that 
they  ought  to  insist  still  (as  their  high  mightinesses  do  insist  in  the 
manner  the  most  serious)  upon  a  satisfaction  and  a  suitable  reparation, 
as  well  as  upon  the  release,  without  further  form  of  process,  of  the  mer- 
chant ships  and  their  cargoes  sailing  under  the  convoy  of  the  republic, 
detained  by  force  and  violence  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  and 
condemned  bythejudgeof  the  courtof  admiralty  with  the  same  injustice 
with  which  they  were  attacked  by  Commodore  Fielding,  taken,  and 
carried  into  England.  That  conformably  to  these  principles  the  Count 
de  Welderen  shall  be  charged  to  give  a  reply  to  Lord  Stormont,  and 
to  support  it  the  most  eircctually  as  often  as  ho  shall  judge  it  to  be 
further  useful,  etc. 

If  on  one  side  the  desire  of  the  republic  to  preserve  an  exact  impar- 
tiality in  the  present  troubles  of  Europe  draws  upon  her  the  displeasure 
of  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  side  she  sees  an  end  put  to  tho^^e  re- 
straints which  France  had  laid  on  her  commerce. 

The  royal  college  of  the  admiralty  of  Stockholm  has  sent  to  all  the 
agents  and  consuls  who  reside  in  foreign  countries  an  ordinance,  by 
wbich  it  is  announced  to  all  masters  of  Swedish  ships  that  necessary 
convoys  would  be  given  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe  to  Congress  that  all  these 
political  and  maritime  commotions  tend  either  to  peace  or  to  the  full 
employment  of  all  the  forces  of  our  enemy,  and  consequently  to  our  lib- 
erty and  tranquillity. 

The  general  run  of  speculations  and  of  conversation  throughout 
Europe  is  upon  peace.  It  seems  the  general  opinion  that  Great  Britain 
will  not  venture  upon  so  many  dangers  as  lie  all  around  her.  1  wish  I 
could  bring  myself  to  think  so ;  but  I  confess  1  can  not  as  yet.  Signal 
success  on  the  part  of  the  allies  might  conii)cl  them  to  it;  biit  signal 
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SUCCORS  in  fiivor  of  tho  Ei)gliali  would  urgotliem  giddily  on,  no  one  can 
nay  to  ivliat  IciirUis. 

There  i»  a  si>octi1iitive  article  from  Brussels,  tbe  25tli  of  April,  tliatis 
worth  traiifitiiittiiid  to  (JoiiRrcsa: 

Tim  nnivii  rrniii  IIi)tl:iiiil  ii|>[';iIih  of  nothing  bnt  tlio  Bonwttlon  wlijch  tlio  (tMlamtion 
lit  Kiiiuii.i  liiiH  iiriHliiiTil.  TEio  gronteat  part  of  the  proTincfa  which  have  alrt-ttilj 
kIvcii  tlinir  o[>iiii<inH  ii|>«ii  tlio  mi'iiiorialfl  of  Bir  JoMph  York«  to  ucnM  themaelvM 
rrniii  fiirnisliiri);  ICuj^lniid  nitli  llin  Miccore  (laninnrleil  have  been  cngor  to  (leolorotbat 
Itin  prii)in<iit.inii  of  tlii>  cnTirt  of  Riirain  eoalil  not  bo  more  advnntageouH  tbnn  In  tho 
l>r«!«<nt  cii'Riiiiiittiviici'ii,  nml  Hint  it  ought  to  he  nccepted.  Tlie  EoRliah  port;  la  verj 
iiiiirli  (liwoiicortP'l  hy  this  oi-riil,  which  brInRB  forward  a  now  order  ortbings.  Thie 
(liirfy  BtrlvDM  to  oxrilo  n  Tivii-  th;it  the  ilirTaroiice  of  tlie  principles  estaliliaheilhj  p»r- 
tiiriilnr  IrrnlirH  niiiiiii;;  llm  iiciitriil  powers  reMpocUvely  and  the  beiligerent  powera 
V  ill  form  an  oliir-irlc'  Id  tlin  rxrcntion  of  a  plan  eo  aalittary,  which  inaj  serve forerer 
no  a  ^llll^  in  till*  nintli-r.  Wo  knoiT  that  anionfi  the  bsUigorout  powera  France  bna 
iihv:i,vn  tliouf;lit  thai.  i1.  wnn  jiiat  to  leave  a  freedom  of  navigation  to  neutral  powera; 
it  iH  m<ll  liiuiwii  (lint  hIi«  lins  a  loiif);  time  roupcRlod  this  liliettT.  and  that  if  she  hu 
nftnrwnriU  itiii'ln  rc^j;iil;i1i<iiiB  which  will  roBtrniii  tliat  of  Hollaiiil,  it  wiia  becanso  she 
)i.'i!i  liccii  forced  to  it,  ImcaiiHO  it  wm  very  natural  that  she  shonld  scok  to  stop  tbe 
vpH-iei!)  liimml  to  tim  jihtIh  nf  Etiglnnd  ivhon  this  nation  made  no  seriiplo  to  stop 
ih'iso  ivlildi  wrrc  Imiiiiil  lo  linrH.  And  It  in  noli  known,  too,  that  she  never  took  thia 
pari  until  aftt^r  nhn  li;vil  ciiigilnyod  the  method  of  reproBout>tioD  to  determine  the 
HnllniiiicrH  tii  prolcct  Mii'ir  own  commerce. 

Sjiaiii  n|i]icari>d  (niiiiilly  dolpniiinoil  to  nse  no  more  motboil*  of  rigor  and  eeTerity 
townrds  tlio  vcwsrh  nf  tlio  rp]nildic.  There  Is  only  England  who  appears  to  oppoao 
(lio  [■■'iifrnl  "IbIi,  mid  hIih  niifilil  to  pnrcoiye  that  it  is  her  own  conduct  which  has 
hroiislit  foi'ili  tlin  oviiIh  nf  wliinh  nlie  complains.     If  she  had  had  more  moderation 
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tbe  principal  clerks  of  tbo  office  of  the  marine,  autborizcd  to  this  pur- 
pose by  the  king,  and  at  London  tbe  28th  of  tbo  same  month  by  Messrs. 
John  Bell,  Walter  Farqnbarson,  P.  Oorbott,  and  Kobert  Lnbnau,  com- 
missioners of  the  King  of  England.  This  treaty,  equally  useful  to  the 
two  nations,  dictated  by  sentiments  which  do  honor  to  tbe  powers  at 
war  and  to  humanity,  will,  it  is  said,  be  distinguislicd  by  the  true  phi- 
losophers, who  prefer  a  useful  operation  to  folio  volumes  which  talk  of 
morals  and  humanity.  The  most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity  is 
established. 

The  prtfM)acr8  shall  bo  exchanged  maa  for  man,  according  to  their  rank  and  quali- 
ties, or  for  a  certain  number  of  men  as  equivaleuf.,  or  for  certain  Minns  of  money  in 
form  of  ransoms.  A  French  Tice-admiral  shall  be  oxchaiif^od  aj^ainst  an  EngliHh  ad- 
miral having  command;  a  lien  tenant- general  against  an  admiral  carrying  his  (Ing  at 
;  a  vice-admiral  commanding  a  sqnadron  against  a  rear-admiral ;  the  captains 
of  ships  commanding  divisions,  or  having  the  rank  of  brigadiers,  against  commo- 
dores; the  captains  of  ships  having  the  rank  of  coIohcIh  against  post  captains  of 
Ihree-ycars'  standing,  whose  rank  answers  to  that  of  colonels ;  the  lieutenants  of  ves- 
sels commanding  frigates  from  twenty  to  fifty  guns,  and  having  the  ran1<  of  lieuten- 
aot-colooels,  against  all  other  post  captains  who  have  the  same  rank  ;  the  lieutenant-s 
of  vessels  of  the  rank  of  majors  against  the  masters  and  comtnandors  or  captains  who 
aro  not  post  captains ;  all  the  other  lieotenants  of  vessels  against  lieutenants  without 
distinction;  the  captains  of  fire  ships  of  the  rank  of  captains  of  infantry,  ensigns  of 
vessels  of  the  rank  of  captains  of  infantry,  lieutenants  of  frigates,  or  captains  of  pinks, 
on  establishment  or  for  a  campaign,  and  having  the  same  rank,  against  liontenant-s, 
and  in  want  of  these,  against  midshipmen;  the  guards  du  pavilion  against  inidnhip- 
men  ;  tbe  marine  olTlccrs  and  subalterns  against  tliose  of  the  same  denomination  or  of 
equal  rank.  The  respective  equivalent  for  all  the  ranks  in  men  and  in  money  is  from 
sixty  men,  or  £60  sterling,  descending  to  pence,  to  two  men,  or  £2  sterling.  The 
sailors  are  to  bo  exchanged  nmn  for  man,  and  the  equivalent  in  £  I  sterling.  The  same 
gradation  is  to  be  observed  for  the  officers  of  the  marine  and  oflicers  of  land  forces 
serving  as  marines,  and  land  officers  not  serving  on  board  the  vrssolsbut  tal^en  at  8oa, 
as  well  as  the  common  soldiers.  Every  three  months  there  shall  bestat(Ml  accounts  of 
exchanges  conformable  to  the  foregoing  regulations. 

They  have  also  ascertained  the  price  per  bead  of  the  transportation  of 
prisoners,  as  well  as  of  their  subsistence;  they  have  also  repjulatcd  the 
conditions  of  tbe  exchange  of  officers  and  other  prisoners  made  in  mer- 
chant vessels,  privateers,  or  others,  which  are  not  the  king's  ships. 
Passengers,  not  being  in  the  service  of  land  or  sea,  when  they  shall  have 
been  taken,  no  matter  in  what  vessel,  shall  not  be  regarded  as  prison- 
ers, but  shall  be  set  at  liborty  without  being  put  into  tbe  accounts  of  ex- 
changes, wlien  they  shall  have  proved  that  they  arc  in  the  case  of  the 
exception.  All  persons,  no  matter  of  what  denomination,  who  shall  be 
shipwrecked  in  any  vessel  whatsoever,  at  least  if  it  is  not  in  attempt- 
ing to  land,  or  in  protecting  some  depredation  upon  the  coast  or  in  the 
islands  of  one  or  the  otlier  of  the  two  kingdoms,  sliall  be  immediately 
set  at  liberty,  and  shall  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  retnrning  to 
their  respective  countries,  as  well  as  with  clothinc^,  if  they  have  need  of 
it,  as  soon  as  their  situation  sliall  be  known  and  the  measures  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  can  be  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  etc., 

John  Adajms. 
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J.  Adama  to  0«ii«t.* 

Paris,  Mny  3, 1780. 
Df.ak  Silt :  I  liati  two  ilii.vn  ngo  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  ininiGter 
a  IIosloii  (iti/.iatv  or  2l8t  Fcbi'iiary,  in  whlcli  is  a  relation  of  a  glorious 
iri)iiili;it  and  (Tiii»e  of  my  conn  try  iiiun  Oaptain  Waters,  of  the  Thorn. 
[jRt  Die  beg  of  yon,  sir,  to  insert  this  account  in  tlie  Gazette  and  the 
Mcniire.  Tltcro  li>is  nut  been  a  more  moiuoralile  action  this  war;  and 
tlio  fcatR  of  our  Aiticri(;ait  frigates  and  piivateers  bavo  not  been  sulG- 
ckmlly  |tiiblj.s1ii>.(|  in  Ktiroiic.  It  would  answer  valuable  purposes,  both 
by  encniiragijig  tlicir  boncst  and  brave  hearts  and  by  exciting  emula- 
tions dsowhero,  to  givu  tbeni  a  little  more  than  iLey  have  had  of  tlio 
fiutie  tlioy  have  deserved.  Some  of  the  most  skillful,  determined,  per- 
severing, and  successful  engageineuts  that  have  ever  happened  uiwn 
tbo  seas  have  beou  pcrforaied  by  American  privateers  agaiust  the  pri- 
vateers from  New  York.  Tlicy  have  happened  upon  Uie  coasts  and 
seas  of  America,  wliich  are  now  very  well  swept  of  New  York  priva- 
teers, and  b)ive  seldom  been  pro^Krty  described  and  published  even  there, 
iiiiil  much  more  seldom  ever  inserted  in  any  of  the  gazettes  of  Europe, 
whether  it  is  because  tlio  actions  of  single  aud  small  vessels  and  these 
l>rivatei>rn  arc  not  thotiglit  worth  publishing,  or  whether  it  has  been  for 
wiiiit  of  some  person  to  |)rocuro  it  to  be  done. 
Yours,  most  Rincorely, 

JoiiN  Adams. 
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With  respect  to  our  resources,  Congress  arc  at  present  muck  in  want 
of  money,  and  it  is  a  happy  circumstance,  for  their  economy  is  in  pro- 
portion to  their  wants.  The  demands  on  the  treasury  are  generally 
answered  by  warrants  on  the  several  States,  which  are  careful,  by 
some  means  or  other,  to  discharge  the  drafts.  The  taxes  are  indeed 
very  heavy,  but  the  collection  goes  on,  and  I  doubt  not  the  army  will 
be  well  fed  and  paid.  Military  stores  and  clothing  must,  however,  bo 
procured  on  credit  in  Europe,  as  well  as  a  considerable  loan  to  serve  as 
a  fund  for  drawing  in  case  of  necessity.  Trade  and  privateering  are 
brisk,  and  there  is  a  plenty  of  goods  of  every  kind  excepting  military, 
but  no  money  to  purchase  them.  This  is  eiisily  accounted  for,  since  the 
whole  sum  in  circulation,  as  Congress  have  fixed  it,  is  only  five  millions 
of  dollars.  Our  privateers  and  commerce  have,  nevertheless,  suffered 
much  by  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy,  who  have  the  command  of  the  sea- 
coast. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  court  of  France  would  order  a 
squadron,  superior  to  the  enemy,  to  bo  stationed  in  some  part  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  best  and  only  means  of  putting  a  speedy  end  to 
the  war.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive  the  havoc  that  our  priva- 
teers made  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  and  transports  during  the  time  that 
the  Count  d'Estaing  was  at  Ilhodo  Island  and  Charleston.  But  our 
losses  at  present  nearly  equal  our  captures.  Indeed  that  wortliy  oflicer, 
aware  of  those  and  other  advantages,  ordered  the  Count  de  Grasso  to 
be  stationed  at  the  Chesapeake,  but  his  plan  was  defeated  by  the 
tempestuousuess  of  the  weather.  Had  the  latter  arrived  with  his 
squadron  Charleston  would  not  have  been  beseigcd,  and  three  or  four 
of  our  frigates,  which  are  now  in  Ashley  Eiver,  and  will  probably  be 
destroyed,  would  have  been  employed  in  intercepting  the  enenjy's 
transports. 

I  forgot  to  mention  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  pay  off  the  Continental 
certificates  according  to  the  value  of  money  at  the  time  of  their  being 
respectively  issued.  This  is  but  justice,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  satis- 
factory to  foreigners.  Bills  of  exchange  are  now  at  forty-live  for  one, 
and  will  be  higher  in  consequence  of  the  great  risk  of  sending  vessels 
from  the  eastern  States  to  the  southern  for  produce. 

I  am,  etc., 

Elbuidge  Geruy. 


Washington  to  Luzerne.* 

MoRKiSTOWN,  May  5, 1780. 

Sir  :  Two  days  since  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's 
letter  of  the  29th  of  April. 

The  polite  terms  in  which  you  mention  the  attention  which  my  re- 
spectful attachment  for  you  dictated  during  your  stay  in  camp  add  to 
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lie.  oltligatioii  I  full  for  tlio  honor  of  your  visit.  I  was  happy  Id  that 
ippoi'iiiiiity  ol' giving  ynii  n  new  proof  of  my  seiitimfots,  and  I  entreat 
on  to  atloKl  1110  ot liiTH  ns  f Voi|[iciitly  as  possible.  As  the  miuister  of  a 
iriiico  to  whom  Aiiiciica  owes  so  much  yon  Lave  every  title  to  uiy  re- 
|u>c.t ;  mill,  piTiiiit  itut  lo  aild,  your  jwrsoiiiil  qualities  f^ive  yoa  a  claim, 
rliicli  ii)y  licart  cIr-ci  fully  a  ck  now  lodges,  to  all  my  esteem  and  all  my 
cgard. 

1  Ih'k  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  inteotiou  to  represeot  the 
inny  in  ro  favoialilu  n  MtiM  as  will  recommend  it  to  the  approbation 
il'  Iiifl  rnoHt  Oliri.slian  niajcHty — an  honor  as  flattering  as  it  will  be 
H'ecioua. 

It  would  Im  a  want  of  gralituilo  not  to  be  convinced  of  the  intimate 
:oiioi;rii  hu  takes  in  our  alfiiira  after  the  repeated  and  decided  proofs 

I  have  Llic  honor  In  lie,  with  Uio  highest  consideration,  etc., 

Urorgis  Wacuikqtoit. 

0  O'Olook,  a.  m. 
r.  R.— I  liavo  lliis  instant  received  a  letter  from  my  much  eatoonied 
Lud  aniiablo  friend  the  Manjiiis  do  la  Fayette, dated  in  Boston  harbor 
ho  20lh  of  last  niotilh.     In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  I  shall  expect 
o  see  him. 
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stance  to  represeut:  That  their  high  mightinesses,  having  always  hold  in  high  esti- 
mation the  declaration  made  b}'  his  Britannic  majesty  of  the  seutinieuts  of  afToction 
for  the  republic,  flatter  themselves  that  they  have  given  his  ninjosty,  during  tlio 
continuance  of  the  presicnt  troubles,  convincing  proofs  of  tliuir  cstocui,  and  of  their  sin- 
core  desire  to  maintain  and  strongtben  the  ties  of  this  friendship,  which  fur  so  many 
years  had  not  failed  to  secure  the  reciprocal  prosperity  of  the  two  nations;  and  that, 
still  animated  with  the  same  sentiments,  persisting  also  in  the  same  principles,  and 
having  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  the  quiet  and  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
assured  by  the  ancient  treaties,  their  high  mightinesses  are  intimately  aflected  that 
his  majesty  will  consider  as  a  provocation  the  necessity  of  that  defense  to  which 
they  found  themselves  reduced  in  consequence  of  positive  onlers  given  by  his  msijcsty 
himself,  and  not  having  been  able  to  malte  their  representations  upon  this  subject 
attended  to,  see  themselves  obliged  to  declare  that  they  cau  and  ouglit  to  order  to  be 
convoyed  by  vessels  of  war  all  the  materials  fur  shipbuilding  which  shall  not  be 
transported  to  the  succor  of  the  enemies  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  tlio  snid  materials 
forming  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  the  free  navigation  and  of  the  connnorce 
stipulated  by  tlie  treaties;  but  all  the  merchanclises  of  contrabnud  being  neverthe- 
less to  be  excepted.  That  the  cargoes  of  materials  fur  shipbuilding,  not  being  cuu- 
sidered  as  contraband  by  the  letter  of  the  treaties,  ought  not  to  bo  subjected  to  any 
visit  or  detention,  above  all  when  they  are  found  under  the  Hag  of  their  high  might- 
inesses, which,  nevertheless,  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  ordci-s  given  upon  t'nis 
subject,  and  can  not  but  be  regarded  as  a  direct  and  unprovoked  attack  of  their  Hag,  as 
well  as  of  their  independence  and  sovereignty.  That  as  to  what  Lord  Storniont 
advances  in  saying  that  in  virtue  of  tlie  treaty  of  1674  all  merchant  vescsls  loaded 
with  suspected  merchandises  ought  to  be  visited,  to  the  end  to  cxcukc  by  this  asser- 
tion the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fielding,  it  is  but  a  vain  allegation,  contradicted  by  the  very 
words  of  the  said  treaty,  in  which,  in  truth,  there  is  no  mention  made  of  suspected 
merchandises,  but  only  in  the  third  article  of  commoditieH  of  contraband,  which  are 
partieulnrly  enumerated.  That  the  convoy,  by  its  nature,  rendering  nselcHS  all 
visits,  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles  of  the  said  treaty  of  167-1,  relative  to  rencounters 
at  sea,  explain  themselves  upon  the  following  case.    We  there  find  literally: 

'That  when  any  private  vessel,  subject  to  one  of  the  contracting  powers,  shall 
meet  in  open  sea  a  vessel  of  war,  or  other  vessel,  provided  with  a  ccHnuiission  from 
the  other  power,  and  that  the  said  vessel  shall  not  be  under  convoy,  she  shall  not  be 
held  only  barely  to  the  exhibition  of  her  sea  letters  to  justify  the  property  of  her 
cargo,  and  this  in  consequence  of  the  eighth  article  of  said  treaty,  except,  neverthe- 
less, when  a  merchant  vessel  shall  be  destined  for  an  enemy's  port  she  shall  be  obliged 
also  to  show  her  passport,  containing  the  list  of  edects  which  sliall  be  on  board,  and  to 
show  that  she  is  not  loaded  with  any  of  the  articles  prohibited  by  the  third  article  of 
said  treaty.' 

**  That,  consequently,  their  high  mightinesses  ought  to  conclude  that  the  assertion  of 
Lord  Sturmont  ooucerniiig  the  pretended  exception  of  the  said  treaty  is  but  an  exten- 
siou  of  a  regulation  which  he  alleges  for  his  justification,  and  that  thu*}  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Fielding,  a[)proved  by  his  majesty,  is  a  blow  direct  and  manifest  struck  at  the 
same  treaty.  That  with  regard  to  the  property,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  cargo, 
of  the  vessels  which  woro  nuder  the  convoy  of  the  ropublic,  Mr,  Fieldini;  would 
have  been  able  to  have  abundantly  infurmud  hiinsclf  by  the  Count  do  Dy land,  to 
whom  theii  high  miglitiuosses,  although  by  no  moans  obliged  to  this  act  of  com- 
plaisance on  their  part,  had  given  permission  to  consent  to  this  demand,  provided 
always  that  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  subjects  of  the  republic  should 
not  have  snfTcrod  by  it,  and  that,  moreover,  all  possiblo  moderation  should  bo 
previously  used.  Their  high  mightinesses  could  not  do  any  other  than  approve 
in  all  its  points  the  condnct  of  Count  do  Byland.  That  thus,  in  contempt  of  all 
law  and  reason,  the  vessels  under  convoy  having  been  taken,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
legality  of  their  detention  sent  to  the  decision  of  judges,  who,  as  they  ought  not  to 
pronounce  upon  this  fact  but  according  to  the  regulations  made  by  his  majesty,  uro 


«/uuai^«^ft  lA/  vwuii/iiu  uiiiincii  i<u  iiio  aiorosAKi  iiistrui 
upon  tliin  nubject  from  I^ord  Stormont,  And  to  do  up 
Buiiablo  to  tbo  circuniHtnncc8,  in  euiidoying  to  tb 
ofTortsof  tbo  Btrictcst  duty." 

Their  bigh  mightinesses  liave  also  takei 

Having  received  a  letter  from  tbe  rcpreseutativ' 
from  tbe  directors  of  tbe  general  and  granted  c 
niittecs  of  tbe  roepectiTe  cbambers  to  tiie  aasen: 
written  from  that  city  tbe  18tb  of  this  raontb,  i 
in  consequence  of,  and  to  tbe  end  to  satisfy  tbe 
Messes  of  tbe  12tb  precedent,  containing  tbeir  i 
merchants  and  proprietors  of  ships  residing  in  ti 
West  Indies,  showing  thereby  to  tbeir  high  mightii 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this  country  : 

**  (1)  That  when  the  vessels  of  other  European  n 
this  state  situated  in  tlie  West  Indies,  and  princ 
discs  without  paying  tbe  duties  of  lest  and  of  rei 
other  inhabitants  of  tbe  republic,  going  from  the 
theless,  obliged  to  pay  to  the  West  India  Company ; 

*'(2)  That  if  the  said  foreign  vessels  should  enj 
transport  from  America  even  tbe  merchandises  and 
ports  of  their  habitation  or  otborn  situated  in  Eurc 
republic,  without  paying  an}'  duty  of  lest  or  of  rc( 
petitioners  see  themselves  not  only  obliged  in  goinj 
duties  to  the  West  India  Company,  but  also  to  eng 
to  return  into  any  port  of  Europe  except  those  of  tl 
may  bo  provided  for  this  inconvenience.'' 

Upon  which  having  deliberated,  it'  has  been  tl 
nntil  a  final  decision  of  tboir  high  mightinesses,  tha 
presents  that  foreign  European  vessels,  im))ortin, 
islands  of  this  State  in  tbe  West  Indies  without  bavi 
country  for  the  duties  of  lest  and  of  recognition,  sh: 
tboir  arrival,  to  there  pay  exactly  all  tbe  duties,  wit 
of  tbe  republic  are  bold  to  discharge  before  tbeir  def 
conditionally,  and  until  after  an  ulterior  dispositi 
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Hague,  May  3.— There  has  beeu  sent  to  the  assembly  of  their  hi^^h  mightinesses  a 
resolution  of  the  province  of  Gueldros,  conforming  wholly  to  that  taken  by  the  prov- 
ince of  Holland  touching  the  memorial  of  the  Prince  Gallitzin,  and  which  authorizes 
at  the  same  time  their  committees  to  assist  at  the  confuronces  and  negotiations,  to 
continne  theni|  and  to  transmit  the  result  of  them  to  the  deliberations  of  their  noble 
mightinesses,  to  the  end  that  they  in  course  take  a  resolution  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  case  and  the  importance  of  this  object. 

There  have  also  been  presented  three  resolntions  of  the  province  of  Zealand ;  the  first, 
concerning  the  requisition  made  by  the  admiralty  of  the  quarter  of  the  north,  solicit- 
ing a  subsidy  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-live  thousand  llorins,  and  to  bo  put  in  a 
state  to  bo  able  afterwards  to  pay  the  annual  interest  of  it ;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  states  of  Zealand  consent  to  the  borrowing  of  the  said  sum  upon  an  interest  of 
two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  opposing  themselves,  nevertholcsH,  to  the  granting  to  the 
said  college  an  annual  subsidy,  to  be  divided  in  quotas  on  the  respective  provinces. 

The  second  of  these  resolutions  contains  an  answer  to  a  letter  of  the  admiralty  on 
the  Mouse  concerning  the  indemnification  of  the  losses  sufVcred  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  Ambassador  Van  liaefton,  at  Constantinople.  Finally,  the  third  resolu- 
tion is  relative  to  the  memoir  of  the  Prince  Qallitzin,  and  has  for  its  object  to  concur 
in  the  opening  of  conferences,  provided  that  those  do  not  in  anything  alter  the  sys- 
tem of  an  exact  neutrality  adopted  by  the  republic,  nor  the  treaties  subsisting  ;  with 
a  further  insinuation  to  the  gentlemen  their  ordinary  deputies  to  abstain  from  con- 
curring in  any  final  conclusion  upon  this  object  without  the  consent  of  their  noblo 
mightinesses,  and  without  having  previously  informed  them  of  what  may  bo  projected 
in  this  respect. 

The  states  of  Quilderland,  in  their  resolution  relative  to  the  granting  of  an  unlim- 
ited convoy,  have  also  declared  that  they  had  believed  they  had  foundation  to  llattt^r 
themselves  that  the  condescension  of  this  state,  upon  the  representations  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  to  the  effect  to  suspend  conditionally  the  protection  due  to  their 
subjects,  and  which  wtis  assured  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  1074,  would  have  sufDciently 
proved  the  desire  with  which  the  republic  was  animated  to  testify  to  his  ninjcsty,  as 
well  as  to  Great  Britain,  a  deference  the  most  marked,  preserving  always  the  observa- 
tion of  an  exact  neutrality;  but  that  convinced  of  the  contrary,  as  well  by  the 
declarations  ns  by  even  Iho  hostilities  committed  against  the  subjects  of  the  republic, 
they  have  now  thought  themselves  founded  in  putting  iin  end  to  the  limitation  of 
convoys,  in  granting  a  free  course  to  the  protection  of  connnerce,  according  to  the 
treaties  and  the  law  of  nations;  for  which  reason  the  aforesaid  states  would  no  more 
make  any  difllculty  to  concur  to  maintain  with  the  forces  of  the  country  tlie  right  of 
the  republic,  lawfully  acquired  by  solemn  treaties;  but  that  not  being,  nevertheless, 
intimately  convinced  that,  in  case  of  a  further  opposition,  the  republic  is  in  a  state 
of  defense  sutBcient  upon  the  sea,  it  would  consequently  be  to  be  feared  that  such  a 
part  would  not  serve  but  to  throw  the  state  into  still  greater  embarrassnieuts,  and 
oi)erate  an  effect  contrary  to  the  end  proposed.  Thus,  then,  supposing  that  the  high 
confederates  should  judge  it  indispensably  necessary  to  grant  an  unlimited  convoy, 
the  intention  of  their  noble  mightinesses  would  not  be  in  any  degree  to  retard  or  sus- 
pend such  a  resolution  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  show  their  condoscension  and  their 
desire  to  contribute  to  the  unanimity  of  this  state,  they  would  take  away  all  rollec- 
^ions,  of  what  importance  soever  they  may  appear  to  thoui,  submitting  thenisolves 
^o  the  penetration  of  those  of  the  confederates  who,  being  more  interested  in  navi- 
gation and  maritime  commerce,  have  already  authorized  and  instructed  their  com- 
mittees, in  the  generality,  to  consent,  with  the  concurrence  of  other  provinces,  to  an 
unlimited  convoy. 

We  read  also  in  anotljep  resolution  of  the  states  of  Friesland  these 
Remarkable  words: 

That  the  Empress  of  Russia  luis  never  given  a  more  shinin;:^  proof  than  in  the  pres- 
ent conjuncture  of  her  attachment  tp  this  republic,  which  ought  to  engage  the  state 


1  iiuve  i>uo  uouor  lo  uc,  etc., 


J.  Adams  to  the  Preaident  of 


Sir:  At  tho  saoietimo  that  tliocooduct  of 
neutral  powers  is  marked  by  a  severity  that 
of  France  and  Spain  is  distiugnished  by  a  i 
that  deserves  to  be  imitated.  I  have  before 
the  declaration  of  the  King  of  France  and 
abolishing  tho  restrictions  on  tho  Holland  tn 
give  an  account  of  tho  conduct  of  Spain. 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  Count  de  Florid; 
tho  Marquis  Gonzalez  deCastigon,  tho  minis 
as  a  regulation  for  the  navigation  of  neuters, 

BIosT  ExCRLLRNT  LoKD :  Ffoiii  tlio  cotninenooiuoiit 
Dritnin  tho  kiii^  doclarcMl  Hiiicoroly,  and  ovon  iti  a  in 
intentions  of  blockading  Gilirnltar,  and  his  majesty  gt 
of  ittoaU  tho  foroign  ministers  and  ambassadors,  to  tl 
capnoity  to  inform  their  respective  nations  of  it,  and  t 
navigation  an'l  in  tlieir  conduct  tho  conseqnonoes  and 
riglit  of  nations  and  the  genunil  laws  of  war.  The  ki 
by  his  ordinances  concerning  privat.eering,  published 
'*  that  with  regard  to  tlio  morchnndisos,  prodnctioui 
loaded  on  board  of  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  a  friend  > 
conduct  hiniKolf  according  to  the  proce<luro  which  the 
cargoes  of  the  same  kind,  to  tlie  en<l  to  avoid,  by  tli 
cnornioiis  inequality,  the  prejudice,  and  even  the  ruir 
the  subjects  of  his  majesty  would  bo  otherwise  expose 
tions,  so  full  of  equity,  of  frankness,  and  good  faith, 
neutral  vessels  have  not  ceased  to  abuse  without  shan 
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and  effecU,  m  ttoU  as  their  dostination,  for  persous  aud  places  difibrcut  from  tlioso 
to  whom  they  really  bolonf^ecl  and  to  which  they  were  bound,  or  wbotbor,  finally, 
by  making  a  formal  resistance  against  the  king's  ships  or  his  privatoers  when  they 
endeavored  to  take  a  yiew  of  some  vessels  which  they  snppused  renter. 

AUhoogh  these  facts  are  notorious,  and  have  boon  proved  l>y  formal  processes, 
these  men,  greedy  of  gain  and  perverse,  have  filled  all  Europe  with  the  noise  of 
their  clamors,  propagating  falsely  that  orders  had  been  given  to  detain  and  to  seize 
all  neutral  vessels  that  would  pass  the  straits,  whilst  in  fact  the  orders  were  confined 
to  the  detention  of  vessels  suspected  by  their  course  or  their  paporn,  and  which 
were  loaded  with  provisions  or  effects  of  the  enemy ;  a  moderation  very  different  from 
the  conduct  which  has  been  hold  by  the  navy  and  the  privateers  of  England,  in  de- 
taining and  declaring  good  prize  nentral  vessels,  not  only  when  they  carried  Spanish 
productions,  but  of  wha'ever  kind  the  merchandises  were  which  tbey  had  taken  on 
board  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  or  although  they  were  only  bound  to  this  peninsula, 
taking  also  and  carrying  to  Gibraltar  the  neutral  vessels  which  passed  in  their  sight 
with  cargoes  of  provisions,  although  the  whole  was  but  a  feint  and  a  disguised  agree- 
ment made  beforehand  with  persons  interested  in  tbcso  frauds.  These  clamors  have 
been  accompanied  with  several  complaints,  which  have  bcon  made  to  the  king,  filled 
with  the  exaggerations  and  falsehoods  before  mentioned  and  the  complainants  have 
addressed  themselves  in  the  same  manner  to  their  respective  courts,  without  con- 
sidering that  conformably  to  all  the  treaties  of  peace  and  of  commerce  filie  royal  tri- 
bunals of  the  marine  of  the  admiralty,  as  well  inferior  as  superior,  were  open  to  them 
to  hear  their  allegations  and  proofs,  pronounce  sentence  upon  the  processes  which 
they  should  institute,  and  repair  the  wrongs  which  the  detained  vessels  should  have 
suffered,  in  one  case  or  the  other,  without  sufBcient  reason,  although  to  this  niomoiit 
this  point  has  never  been  legally  verified  ;  but  the  captains  and  tnnstors  have  al- 
ways obstinately  insisted  that,  without  other  proofs  tlian  their  relations  and  their 
applications  to  the  ministry,  thoy  should  be  released  and  the  delays  and  damages  of 
their  detention  made  good  to  them,  and  this  solely  because  the  clemency,  the  equity, 
and  even  the  indulgence  of  the  king  recommended  to  the  judges  of  the  marine, 
had  set  several  vessels  at  liberty  which  had  been  detained  with  justice,  and  wlifch 
might  have  been  declared  good  prizes  conformably  to  law  and  to  the  practice  of  uur 
enemies. 

To  dissipate  even  the  very  shadow  of  such  like  pretexts,  the  Count  do  Rechteren, 
envoy  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  theother  ministersof  foreign  courts,  were  notified 
beforehand  that  if  they  proposed  any  means  of  preventing  frauds  and  causes  of 
suspicion  the  king,  to  give  a  fresh  proof  of  the  good  coriespondence  and  friendship, 
which  he  desired  to  maintain  with  these  courts,  would  adopt  such  of  those  moans  as 
should  be  proper  to  produce  such  an  cflbct;  and  as  to  this  day  they  have  not  pro- 
posed nor  regulated  any  means  of  this  sort,  his  majesty  has  judged  proper  to  take  by 
hinnself  the  measures  which  are  consistent  with  his  sovcrcit^nty,  uniting  to  that  end 
the  substance  of  those  which  have  been  communicat>ed  liithoito,  and  nianifcRting  in 
a  manner,  if  possible,  still  more  positive  his  intentions,  so  full  of  justice,  of  equity, 
and  of  moderation,  as  being  founded  upon  the  resolution  of  making  theiu  to  be  ob- 
served with  punctuality. 

Article  1.  That  the  vessels  with  a  nentral  flag,  making  sail  through  the  straits, 
whether  on  the  side  of  the  ocean  or  on  that  of  the  Mediterranean,  may  not  be 
molested  nor  hindered  in  their  navigation  so  long  as  thoy  shall  arrange  themselves, 
as  much  as  shall  bo  possible  for  them,  along  the  coasts  of  Africa,  and  keeping  as  far 
as  they  can  from  those  of  Europe,  during  the  course  of  their  passage,  from  ihoir 
coming  into  it  to  their  going  out,  provided  always  that  their  papers  and  cargoes  bo 
regular,  and  thoy  furnish  no  just  cause  to  excite  su.si>irions,  whether  by  flying 
away,  or  by  resistance,  or  by  an  irregular  course,  or  other  signs  of  correspon^lonco 
with  the  place  blocked  up,  or  with  the  ships  of  the  cnoniy. 

Art.  II.  When  the  aforesaid  vessels  of  a  neutral  flag  shall  be  dost  nod  with  her 
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cargoes  for  niiy  ports  Bittiatcd  upon  tbo  Spauisli  coast  in  the  straits,  sach  as  ihoHe  of 
Al^^oziras  or  Tarifa,  they  imist  lio  to  and  wait  the  arrival  of  a  Spanish  vessel,  irhieh 
making  sail  towards  thuni,  shall  give  them  the  signal,  by  firing  a  gnn,  and  after 
having  received  their  declaration,  shall  escort  them  or  will  point  oat  to  them, 
according  to  the  circnnmtanccs,  the  way  which  they  onght  strictly  to  pnrsne  for 
coming  more  readily,  without  any  danger  and  withont  giving  canse  of  any  suspic- 
ion, to  the  place  of  their  destination. 

AiiT.  III.  In  case  the  Spanish  vessels  crnising  in  the  straits,  at  the  entrance  or  the 
ontlet,  according  to  the  exigence  of  the  case  or  the  place,  and  conformably  14)  the 
orders  with  which  they  may  be  charged,  shonld  jndge  it  necessary  to  convoy  neutral 
vessels  which  are  traversing  the  straits,  or  even  those  which  are  coasting  along 
Africa,  tlicfie  neutral  vessels  shall  not  make  opposition  to  submit  to  theconroy, 
without  going  away  from  it  or  furnishing  reasons  of  suspicion ;  nevertheless,  as  (ihey 
may  arrive  in  great  numbers,  and  at  different  tii^^^s,  in  such  manner  that  it  may 
become  prejudicial  to  wait  for  the  time  to  be  convoyed,  and  that,  moreover,  it  would 
bo  extremely  embarrassing  to  escort  each  ship  in  particular,  they  shall  direct  their 
course,  conformably  to  the  (irst  article,  towards  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  shall  foVlow 
it  until  some  Spanish  vcshoI,  stationed  or  crnising  in  the  straits,  presents  itself  to 
escort  them  out  of  sight  of  the  place  of  the  enemy  and  its  avenues;  and  to  this  end 
the  vessels  to  which  the  signal  shall  be  given  shall  stop,  as  it  was  said  above,  and 
shall  conform  themselves  to  the  dispositions  made  in  respect  to  them  by  producing, 
without  the  smallest  difllculty  or  resistance,  their  papers,  and  submitting  to  all  that 
which  is  prescribed  by  the  treaties  and  the  common  law  of  nations,  to  the  end  to 
provo  the  property  of  ships,  the  legality  of  their  documents,  as  well  ae  of  their 
cargoes  and  destination. 

Art.  IV.  When  such  vessels,  under  the  appearance  of  neutrals,  shall  come  out  of 
ports  situated  on  the  const  of  Africa  in  the  straits  they  shall  be  visited,  and  treated 
according  to  the  natnre  of  their  cargo  or  the  suspicions  which  they  shall  have 
excited  of  intentions  to  sail  to  carry  snccors  to  Gibraltar,  supposing  always  that  the 
vessels  coming  out  of  the  said  ports  with  the  design  of  going  into  Gibraltar  have  in 
fact  hoisted  anontral  fln^  and  abnsed  it. 

Art.  V.  When  neutral  vessels  shall  not  conform  themselves  to  the  said  disposi- 
tions, in  whole  or  in  i)art,  in  particnlar  cases,  tliey  shall  be  seized  and  carried  into 
port,  whore  they  shall  be  declared  good  prize,  with  all  their  effects  and  cargoes,  only 
for  being  loaded  with  provisions,  or  with  those  sort*  of  effects  specified  by  the  article 
fifteen  of  the  regulation  for  armed  vessels,  without  there  being  6ccasion  for  any  other 
judicial  proof;  and  in  case  that  the  articles  heforementioued  should  not  bo  found  on 
board  of  these  vessels,  the  motives  of  their  contravention  of  these  articles  shall  be 
Juridically  examined,  and  an  account  of  them  rendered  to  his  majesty  by  the  secretary 
of  state  and  the  department  of  the  marine,  who  shall  afterwards  make  known  the 
resolution  of  his  majesty. 

Art.  VI.  In  case,  independently  of  the  contravention  of  these  articles,  it  should 
1)0  proved  that  a  vessel  under  a  neutral  flag  should  be  entered  into  the  place,  or  dis- 
covered going  in  (which  would  manifest  a  visible  and  formal  design  of  going  there) 
without  having  lain  to  or  waited  for  the  Spanish  vessel,  which  should  have  pursued 
her  and  made  her  the  signal,  or  should  have  gone  far  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  or, 
finally,  shall  have  separated  hernelf  from  the  convoy,  she  shall  bo  in  all  respects,  both 
in  going  in  and  in  coming  out.  treated  as  nu  enemy's  ship,  declared  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  laws  of  war  to  bo  a  good  prize,  as  well  as  all  her  cargo,  and  all  the  crew 
shall  1)0  ujadc  prisoners  of  war;  because  that  in  such  a  case  the  flac  and  documents 
onght  to  be  supposed  false,  the  ship  and  cargo  to  belong  to  the  enemy,  or  that  one  or 
the  other  is  destined  for  his  service. 

Art.  VII.  The  neutral  vessels  which  shall  be  visited  by  the  king's  ships  or  priva- 
teers ui)on  other  seas  or  coasts  of  the  ocean  and  the  Meditorraneau,  which  have  no 
communication  with  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  shall  neither  bo  stopped  nor  brought 
into  port  except  in  the  cases  npoci (led  by  the  royal  regulation  made  the  I0tl\  of  July, 
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1779,  for  privateers;  do  vexation  or  violence  shall  be  exercised  against  the  masters 
of  these  ships,  nor  shall  anything  be  taken  away  from  them,  how  small  soever  may 
be  the  value  of  it,  under  the  penalty  established  by  the  said  regulation,  extended 
even  by  article  nineteenth  to  that  of  death,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

Art.  VIII.  In  case  the  vessels  stopped  by  the  king's  ships  or  privateertt  shall  throw 
their  papers  into  the  sea,  and  this  fact  shall  be  Juridically  proved,  they  shall,  for 
this  reason  only,  be  declared  good  prize ;  which  has  been  sufficiently  made  known  by 
the  sixteenth  article  of  the  regulation  for  privateers,  which  treats  of  this  object. 

Art.  IX.  If  it  shall  be  proved  that  in  the  cargoes  of  vessels  stopped  there  should 
be  found  some  effects  the  property  of  the  enemy,  in  such  case,  if  the  captain  shall 
have  declared  it  freely,  the  said  effects  shall  be  unloaded  alone,  the  freight  of  them 
shall  be  paid,  without  retainiug  long  the  masters  or  hindering  in  any  manner  their 
navigation,  always  provided,  that  as  far  as  possible  the  said  vessels  shall  not  be  put  in 
a  situation  to  run  any  risk  by  the  taking  out  the  eflocts  beforemcntioncd ;  a  receipt 
shall  be  given  to  the  captain  for  the  effects  discharged,  of  the  condition  they  were  in, 
as  well  as  the  amount  of  their  freight  as  far  as  the  place  o£  their  destinatiou ;  which 
shall  be  proved  by  their  charter-parties  or  documents,  to  the  end  to  be  able  to  be 
satisfied,  what  shall  be  their  due  from  the  commissary  of  the  mariue  of  the  first  port 
they  shall  make,  that  of  which  they  shall  give  notice  by  the  way  of  the  ministry,  to 
the  end  that  if  the  receipt  of  which  they  are  the  bearers  has  been  given  them  by  a 
privateer,  the  amount  of  it  may  be  paid  by  the  owners,  and  if  it  has  been  furnished 
them  by  a  king's  ship,  measures  the  most  convenieut  in  this  respect  shall  be  taken, 
that  in  case  it  should  be  judged  absolutely  necessary  to  conduct  the  said  vessel  into 
some  pore  there  to  discharge  them,  they  may  be  indemnified  for  that  which  shall  be 
due  to  them,  by  reason  of  their  freight,  for  so  many  days  as  it  shall  be  judged  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  them  to  take  up,  both  in  going  to  the  said  ports  and  in  return- 
ing; but,  nevertheless,  in  case  the  captains  should  conceal  the  eflects  the  property 
of  the  enemy,  or  deny  that  they  belong  to  the  enemy,  they  ought  to  bo  pursued  jurid- 
ically, aod  the  judges  of  the  marine  shall  examine  the  case  and  decide  it,  with  lib- 
erty of  appeal  to  a  council  of  war,  who,  conformably  to  the  usage  of  the  English  tri- 
bunals, shall  declare  lawful  prize  all  these  efl'oct'S  which  shall  appear  legally  to 
belong  to  an  enemy,  by  means  of  which,  considering  the  concealment  and  the  denial 
of  the  said  effects,  no  account  shall  be  made,  neither  of  the  freight  nor  of  the  days 
lost  to  masters  of  vessels,  since  they  will  have  been  thcnisclves  the  causes  of  the 
delay  occasioned  to  their  navigation. 

Art.  X.  When  in  the  said  ca«o,  or  in  others  similar,  the  ships  of  friends  or  of  neu- 
trals shall  be  stopped  and  brought  into  the  ports,  other  than  those  of  their  destina- 
tion, contrary  to  the  forms  prescribed  or  without  having  given  cause  for  it  by  well- 
founded  reasons,  either  by  the  direction  of  their  course,  or  by  the  state  of  their  papers, 
by  some. resistance  on  their  part,  the  nature  of  their  cargo,  or  by  other  legal  causes, 
founded  either  on  treaties  or  the  usages  of  nations  univerRally  adopted,  the  armed 
vessels  which  shall  have  seized  such  vesselsshall  be  condemned  to  make  good  the  lost 
days  as  well  as  the  damages  and  prejudices  caused  to  a  seized  shij) ;  this  condemna- 
tion orjustification  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  same  sentenre  which  sliall  contain  the 
declarations  of  good  or  bad  prize,  and  to  this  end  tlioy  sliall  jirocrod  with  the  utmost 
dispatch,  without  injuring,  however,  the  privilopcs  or  i>rincipal  points,  whereof  the 
nature  of  the  thing  recjuircs  observance  ;  and  the  decisions,  whether  of  condemnation 
or  acquittal,  ought  to  be  executed  under  sureties,  as  it  is  regulated  for  the  advantage 
of  privateers;  and  if  it  happens  that  the  vessels  which  shotild  have  caused  the  dam- 
age belong  to  the  king,  in  that  case  the  tribunals  or  jnd.i;es  of  the  marine  shall  give 
notice  of  it  to  the  secretary  of  your  excellency,  sending  to  him  at  thesanjo  time  justi- 
fying pieces  and  their  opinion,  to  the  end  that  his  majesty  may  ordain  convenient 
damages,  and  what  shall  bo  judged  necessary  to  prevent  or  remedy  like  causes  ;  and 
it  is  in  this  sense  that  the  fortieth  and  other  articles  of  the  regulation  for  privateer- 
ing ought  to  be  understood. 
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mill  tliolr  VBrgoes,  mentioneil  by  the  tbirty-Mveath, 
iir  llio  rofal  onlinancc  Toi  privatsering,  ahall  bo  n»de 
nil  itiveotory  of  tbem,  And  In  presenco  oftbo  masters 
vim  nro  leKftHy  ii'ithorized,  out  also  Hklllfal  ponoDS 
roniial  eatlmftte,  In  which  the  causes  of  avftrice,  or 
otIi'TN  tiitliii<iiriii);  ninrunr  li-f-x  ii|>c>ii  tlie  i>rka  of  cfTncts,  ahnll  bo  eiamlned  sodjarid- 
iciilly  i>r<ivciHii  Hiii'li  Riirl,  tbnl  at  hII  timos  ono  inik; notorious];  pT«v«  both  the  price 
of  iiii^rcliniicliHL'H  l.i!:o<l  iicCotn  tlic  nnto,  slid  coiiseqneutlT  the  frsnda  wbleh  migbt 
Up  (-i>itiiiiltti;>l  iliiriiif;  III"  i>:iiil  x.ilo,  ns  well  as  tbe  prejudices  that  might  result  from 

Alt]'.  \1I.  Tli«  inti'iiliiiii  of  bin  iiiiijcBly  being  that  tliis  rojnl  doolaiatlon  be  ob- 
norvi'il  :in  iiinkiiii;  ]>:iil.<>r  tiJH  nnliuiiiicus  imprinted  nud  piibllBbed  iu  all  Ilia  ports  and 
iMiiriliiim  pbin'i,  llii<  kin;;  coniniiinilH  mo  lo  Irausioit  It  to  yont  excolloiicy  to  have  It 
|iii1>li^b['il  tn  IliiH  I'liel,  :iiiil  lliut.  yrm  noo  to  its  piinctiial  execution,  white,  on  mj  part, 
I  fIiiiH  oiiiiiiiiinipiilK  it  1<>  »ll  lliri  iiiiilinasniloni  and  foreign  uiiniattin  rcsidiug  in  this 
I'onrl,  III  tbo  end  tlinl  rai-ti  nno  itiny  give  notice  of  it  to  his  revpeotlve  nation. 

Aiir.  XIII.  Ill  (lie  iiic'iui  tiiiiu  liix  iii^csty  roquirea  your  excellency  to  give  also  U» 
uoiTMsiu  y  onlcTN  t"  llm  IribiiiiiilM  niul  counselors  of  tbe  mariiiu,  that  tlioy  may  exiis- 
ililii  with  tilt)  iitiiKi^t  •lili;;etirn  Ibu  prncoascs  liegnn  rotaltvo  to  stopped  voesels  con- 
furtn.-ibly  tu  tbo  hpiritof  tliiH  voynl  declaration,  which  as  to  the  esse otials  agreeawitli 
till  jimcpileiit  oiiPH  siicrfisHiviily  puliliBboil. 

TliiiM  I  Iiiivo  guild  llimiicli  tlieso  loiigtliy  state  papers,  but  am  under 
fciirfitl  aiiprclictisiuti.s  lli:vt  Congress  will  liud  tbo  translation  imperfect 
in  801116  iiarts,  for  I  liavc  not  time  to  revise  it.  I  may  take  tbis  opiH>r- 
tiniif,vti)oli.seivp.  tluit  I  liavescnt  many  state  papers  to  Congreaa  wliich 
woio  nrigiiinllv  in  lliifrli^'i,  'mt  wliich  I  have  lirst  found  in  tbe  foreign 
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of  this  kingdom,  to  tbe  ond  that  no  hostilittos  may  bo  commitiod  upon  iho  coasts  of 
Sweden,  the  said  college  has  further  judged  it  neccssar}'  that  some  frigates  ought  to 
serve  as  convoys  to  the  Swedish  ships  which  go  to  navigate  without  tlio  J^altic  Sea. 
To  this  purpose  the  royal  college  of  the  admiralty  has  judged  proper  to  give  notice 
that  the  road  of  Elsinore  will  be  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  vessels  which  won  hi  take 
advantage  of  the  convoys,  and  which  will  sail  at  four  difVeront  times,  to  wit: 

The  first  convoy  will  sail  the  29th  of  May  with  tlie  merchant  vessels  which  may  bo 
ready,  under  the  escort  of  the  frigate  the  Zwarle  Orn^  commanded  by  tlie  ^lajor  Har- 
ald  Christieruin,  who  has  orders  to  conduct  them  by  the  canal  [f]  as  far  as  Cape 
Finisterre,  and  take  all  possible  care  that  the  vessels  arrive  in  safety  in  the  ports  of 
their  destinations,  and  afterward  to  conduct  under  his  convoys  destined  for  tlio  Med- 
iterranean with  the  same  vigilance  through  tlie  Strait  of  Gibraltar  as  far  as  the 
latitude  of  Malaga.  The  second  convoy  will  sail  the  14th  of  July,  with  the  frigate 
HokeHf  under  the  command  of  the  Major  and  Chevalier  Samuel  Orrskiold,  who  is  to 
convoy  with  the  same  care  the  merchant  ships  sis  far  as  (>apo  Finisterre. 

The  third  will  put  to  sea  the  31st  of  August,  uudcr  the  iirotcction  of  the  frigat.e 
Uplandj  commanded  by  the  Major  and  Baron  Solomon  Christian  von  Kokler.  Finally, 
the  fourth  convoy  will  sail  the  30th  of  September,  escorted  by  the  frigates  Sodcrman- 
lana  and  the  Jaranias,  comnmnded  by  the  Majors  and  Chevaliers  C.  M.  Wagenfolt  and 
Herns  Frederic  Watchmeister,  who  are  to  convoy  with  the  sauie  care  the  merchant 
ships  as  far  as  Capo  Finisterre,  and  afterwards  those  which  are  destined  for  Portugal, 
Spain,  and  the  Mediterraneau,  as  well  as  along  the  coast  of  Europe,  as  far  as  Eeg* 
horn;  the  commandant  being  to  consult  with  the  consuls  of  (heir  nation  where  they 
cruise  during  the  winter  mouths,  to  the  end  to  i>rotect  the  ships  of  Swedish  subjects 
which  trade  iu  the  Mediterraneau;  after  which  the  snid  frigates  are  to  repair,  toward 
the  middle  of  February,  to  Malaga,  and  makein  the  latitude  of  that  port  their  cruises 
until  the  end  of  that  month ;  to  return  after  that,  taking  uudcr  their  convoy  the 
vessels  from  thence  and  those  coming  from  the  Mediterranean  to  reconduct  them 
through  the  channel  into  their  country. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  forgotten,  that  no  merchant  ships  will  be  takou  uudcr 
convoy  but  those  only  which  shall  conform  themselves  to  the  ordinance  royal  of  the 
18th  of  February,  1779,  as  well  as  to  the  neutrality  which  his  majesty  would  main- 
tain with  the  strictest  exactness.  Thus  the  mastera  of  Swedish  ships  are  advertised 
by  these  presents,  and  it  is  even  enjoined  upon  them,  not  to  carry  any  succors  into 
the  places  or  ports  which  may  be  blocked  by  one  or  another  of  the  powers  now  at 
war. 

Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  this  arrangement,  his  majesty  will  permit,  to  the 
end  that  commerce  may  have  its  course  and  not  be  retarded,  that  liberty  be  given  to 
merchant  ships  to  sail  without  the  said  convoys  according  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  may  find  themselves,  as  well  as  the  facility  to  separate  themselves  at  sea 
from  the  king's  ships,  if  their  advantage  requires  it;  iu  which  case  the  masters  of 
ships  shall  be  obliged  to  give  notice  of  it  beforehand  to  tlie  commanders  of  frigates. 
In  one  word,  the  masters  of  ships  shall  be  held  to  conform  themselves  to  the  orders 
which  the  chiefs  of  the  convoy  shall  give  them,  and  consequently  to  the  instructions 
which  shall  be  delivered  them. 

Copies  are  circulated  iu  Loudou  of  the  answer  which  the  court  has 
made  to  tbe  declaration  of  tbe  Empress  of  Kussia,  presented  the  1st  of 
April  to  the  ministry  by  M.de  Siinolin,  nunister  plenipotentiary.  This 
piece,  which  w.as  despatched  the  13th  of  April  to  the  Chevalier  IJarris, 
envoy  extraordinary  of  his  Britannic  majesty  to  the  court  of  Peters- 
burgh,  is  of  the  following  tenor  : 

During  the  whole  course  of  the  war  in  which  the  King  of  Great  Britain  finds  himself 
engaged  by  the  aggression  of  France  and  8palu,  he  has  nianifostcd  those  sentiments 
of  justice,  of  equity,  and  moderation  which  govern  all  his  x>rococdiugs.     His  majesty 
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iiliicL  lo^v:l^•l!l  frioiiilly  au<l  neutral  iiunera  acconling  to  thelra 
mint:  it  In  |iriiiiu[ilea  tbe  most  clear  luid  tbe  moat  genomlljr 
:itiuii>i,  which  ia  tho  only  law  butweeu  nationa  irho 
inr  uf  liis  diffbrant  oDgagoiiieuta  with  otbor  powers; 
:t  lliin  [iiimitivo  law  by  luatnal  Blipnlatioiia,  and  havo 
linVriiiit  inaDiiora  according  to  the  will  and  oanroa- 
■M.  Slnm^ly  nltochod  to  li«r  m^u«ty  the  Emprom  of 
Til  ri<i:i[ir»cal  frloudoblp  and  a  coiarauo  interest,  tbo 
i>r  tlie  troitlilos,  gave  the  mnst  dolcmiinate  ordnra 
iitl  liii^jifity  and  tbe  commerce  of  bor  Bubjeota  acconl- 
1  I  liu  Uiuor  wbicb  ho  bas  coatractecl  iu  this  treaty  of 
1  liii  will  riilDll  with  tbe  most  scrupiilflus  oxactneaa. 
.'»  Iiccn  roiiewod,  and  tbe  exncntion  of  them  abatl  be 

I  lnnHiiinod  that  they  proveuC  all  irrogulanty ;  but  If 

II  Id  lie  tbo  emalloat  Tiolation  of  tbuse  repeated  orders, 
rlilch  in  tllis  cnnutry,an  iuatlotbera,  arecalabliahodto 
,  and  which  in  all  casea  judge  solely  by  tbo  general  law 
ir  Htipiilatioue  of  ililTeruiit  tiuatiea,  would  redress  tbe 
,  thatlier  Imi>orial  lui^ustf  woojd  besatiaGed  entirely 
aukiinwleilge  iu  tlioui  the  same  spirit  of  Justice  wbieh 


Tliiais  siiid  Li>  \m  (liciiTiswcr  totlio  oimircaa,  aii<1,tobe8nro,  itUcotn- 
)lais;viLt('iioiig]i;hiit.  RlilHlu;ru  is  ngrciit  qtiestioii  betweou  the  kitig  and 
hci  oiii|ires!4  to  l)c  tU'ciilcMl.  I'Lo  king  Bnys  tbatall  the  ports  of  Fmuce 
ml  Kiiaiii  iirc  hlockrd  li,v  hin  flvet  The  empress  aays  that  uone  of 
iieiii  iire  or  will  Ix',  lint  Kueh  hcforn  which  thekiug  mny  send  a  uumber 
f  ships  to  giiiinl  the  eiiti:iii(ie  into  thcin  and  make  it  umnifesti;  dsQ- 
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I  believe  be  is  Dot  more  tbaii  a  major  or  lieuteiiiuit-colouel)  wbose  wbole 
time  and  service  are  devoted  to  picking  up  the  recruits  for  the  German 
regiments  in  the  British  service.  He  constantly  fills  all  the  newspapers 
of  Europe  with  his  motions  from  place  to  place,  and  gives  his  acco.unts 
an  air  of  mystery,  which  leaves  the  world  both  in  ]<]uropo  and  America 
to  magnify  the  numbers  he  raises  at  discretion,  or  rather  according  to 
their  imaginations.  But  Congress  may  rely  upon  this^  that  the  service 
is  very  unpopular  and  odious  in  Germany;  that  they  are  put  to  great 
trouble  and  expense  annually  to  raise  the  recruits  whom  the}'  have 
sent,  who  have  never  been  enough  to  repair  the  breaches,  and  that  this 
year  they  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  last,  and  these  will  arrive 
aslateas  those  last  year,  and  in  all  probability  as  sickly. 

J.  A. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Cougress.* 

Paris,  May  8, 1780. 

Sir:  The  English  have  a  faculty  of  deceiving  themselves  which  has 
lost  them  thirteen  colonies,  has  brought  them  into  a  war,  first  with  France 
and  then  with  Spain,  has  nearly  lost  them  Iroland,  and  has  at  last  put 
them  in  a  fair  way  of  uniting  all  the  other  maiitiine  powers  of  Europe 
against  them.    Yet  they  are  still  able  to  deceive  themselves. 

There  is  an  example  of  this  in  The  Hague  Gazette  of  the  ist  of  May 
in  the  article  **  Great  Britain  " : 

Tboy  make  hero  a  tlioiisatid  conjoctnros  conccrniDg  tUo  declaration  of  this  court  uf 
the  17th  of  this  mouth  and  the  conscqnoncos  which  may  result  from  it.  The  declara- 
tion of  Russia  does  not  aflbrd  less  matter  of  speculation.  It  is  agreed  that  it  will 
render  the  three  belligerent  powers  very  circumspect  in  their  conduct  relative  to  the 
commerce  of  neutral  poworS|  but  the  more  moderate  politicians  can  not  persuade 
themselves  that  this  declaration  is  more  hostile  towards  England  than  towards  (ho 
other  powers  at  war,  although  our  patriots,  as  they  call  themselves,  exert  themselves 
to  give  it  a  turn  as  if  Russia  had  it  in  view  to  break  with  England. 

Since  the  unfortunate  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  of  America 
the  balance  of  commerce  between  Russia  and  England  liiis  been,  one  year  with 
auother,  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  favor  of  Russia,  and 
there  is  also  a  very  considerable  balance  in  favor  of  the  other  northern  powers.  I3ut 
these  moderate  English  politicians  ought  to  consider  wlu'tlier  this  bulan<'e  of  com- 
merce is  enough  to  prevent  a  great  and  able  princess  from  seizing  an  opportunity  of 
distinguishing  her  character  with  the  world  and  in  history,  for  wis<loni,  o([uity,  and 
magnanimity,  by  rendering  to  mankind  a  most  essential  service,  by  introducing  into 
the  law  and  practice  of  nations  a  reformation  of  those  errors  which  the  English 
chieily  had  attempted  to  establish;  a  reformation  which  the  interest  and  rights  of 
humanity  so  loudly  and  manifestly  call  for,  and  by  assisting  in  the  separation  of  the 
New  World  from  the  domination  and  monopoly  of  lOngland,  which  is  also  vso  obviously 
for  the  honor,  the  prosperity,  and  the  happiness  of  mankind  in  gonornl.  The  English 
should  further  consider,  whether  this  balance  of  trade  is  likely  to  bo  less  in  favor  of 
Russia  for  the  independence  of  America  and  for  t\\<^  security  which  is  aimed  at  for 
neutral  powers.    All  the  world  out  of  England  sees  that  it  will  not. 
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intontioii  to  riiinil  cu^^agciiiciiU  no  clear  and  90  i 
iirccRaitntod  to  pxeciite-  liis  iiitcnfioiiH,  which  lia 
iiioinorisil  which  hin  ainhnHsador  prcnmitod  the  !i 
dochiratioii  which  I  had  the  honor  t-o  make  to  y* 
yon  are  perfectly  inrormed,  nir,  of  the  soutiiuout 
mo  to  communicate  to  yon,  ministerially,  the  or 
council,  and  to  pray  you  to  inform  tlieir  high 
order  you  will  there  nee,  sir,  a  particular  atteuti' 
subJeoU  of  their  high  miKhtinoasos.  The  public 
the  anibasMiidor  of  the  king,  as  well  as  that  of  t 
iloubti  render  all  further  odvortisoments  unne 
individuals  should  sufTer  as  little  as  possible  fron 
their  high  mightiuesjtes  have  adopte<l,  and  wbi( 
uicnU  of  the  Dutch  nation  as  it  is  to  the  interos 
(Signed) 

Uow  coiiflilcnt  thc8o  people  are  that  11 
Btaiids  its  own  iiitcreHt.  Accordiiifi^  to 
Kussia,  and  the  other  maritiuio  i)0wcr8  a 
iea  are  all  acting:,  shedding  their  blood, 
objecte  directly  opposite  to  their  proper 
be  wished  that  the  English,  for  the  sak( 
well  as  the  report  of  mankind,  conld  bo 
nations  nnderstand  their  own  interests  ^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  . 


J.  Adams  to  Vei 
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meuts  ui>on  the  great  subject  of  a  pacificatiou,  yet  I  have  bad  too  long 
experience  of  tbcir  x)riQciple8,  views,  aud  tempers,  and  I  know  that  tbey 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  mine,  for  me  to  expect  that  they  will  di- 
rectly convey  any  proposition  to  me.  When  wo  bear  tbem  aflirm  in 
Parliament  that  America  is  upon  the  point  of  returning  to  <an  allegiance 
to  tho  King  of  England  and  that  they  seriously  believe  that  America 
will  return  to  such  an  allegiance ;  when  the  members  of  the  o]>position, 
even  those  who  are  the  most  inclined  to  peace,  such  as  Mr.  llartley, 
General  Conway,  etc.,  discover  plainly,  by  their  niotions  and  arguments, 
that  their  object  is  a  separate  peace  with  America,  in  order  to  be  the 
better  able  to  gratify  their  revenge  against  France  and  Spain,  I  can 
have  no  expectations  that  they  think  of  applying  to  me,  because  I 
think  they  must  be  convinced  of  this,  at  least,  that  i  shnll  make  no 
separate  peace.  1  thank  your  excellency,  however,  for  your  sentiments, 
that  I  ought  to  hear  them,  in  case  any  overture^  should  be  made  to  me. 
I  should,  in  such  a  case,  endeavor  to  hear  them  with  decency  and  re- 
spect; but  it  would  require  much  philosophy  to  hear  with  patience 
such  absurd  and  extravagant  propositions  as  are  published  in  pam- 
phlets and  newspapers  and  made  in  Parliament,  even  by  the  members 
of  the  opposition,  who  profess  to  be  most  zealous  for  peace. 

Our  alliance  with  France  is  an  honor  and  a  security  which  have  ever 
been  near  to  my  heart.  After  reflecting  long  upon  the  geographical 
situation  of  tho  Old  World  and  the  New,  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
political  relations  of  both,  upon  the  connections  and  oppositions  among 
the  nations  of  the  former,  and  the  mutual  wants  and  interests  of  both, 
according  to  such  imperfect  lights  as  I  was  able  to  obtain,  the  result 
hiis  long  since  been  this,  that  my  country,  in  case  she  should  be  com- 
pelled to  break  off  from  Great  Britain,  would  have  more  just  reasons 
to  depend  upon  a  reciprocity  of  the  good  oflices  of  friendship  from 
France,  Spain,  and  the  other  sovereigns,  who  are  usually  in  their  sys- 
tem, than  upon  those  in  the  opposite  scale  of  the  balance  of  power.  1 
have  ever  thought  it,  therefore,  a  natural  alliance,  and  contended  for  it 
as  a  rock  of  defense. 

This  object  I  pursued  in  Congress  with  i)er8evering  assiduity  for 
more  than  a  year  in  opposition  to  other  gentlenjon  of  much  greater 
name  and  abilities  than  mine,  and  I  had  at  length  the  satisfivction  to 
find  my  countrymen  very  generally  fall  in  with  the  same  sentiment,  and 
the  honor  to  be  appointed  to  draw  the  liist  treaty  wiiich  was  sent  to 
this  court.  These  facts  have  been  well  known  in  America  even  to  the 
torics,  and  the  utility  and  importance  of  this  alliance  being  known  to 
be  deeply  imprinted  in  my  mind  and  heart,  1  suppose  was  a  principal 
cause  why  the  present  trust  was  confl<led  to  me  by  my  countrymen. 
These  facts,  although  they  may  have  been  unknown  in  France,  yet  hav- 
ing been  known  to  the  turies  in  America,  1  can  not  suppose  they  are 
ignorant  of  them  Jit  the  court  of  St.  Jfimes;  1  therefore  think  that 
neither  the  administration  nor  opposition  in  England  will  ever  think  of 


Dkar  Sib:  I  thank  3'oii  for  your  iioU 
enclosed. 

Tlio  proposals  for  a  general  paciflcati( 
whotlicr  they  wore  written  by  him  or  I 
tended  to  feel  the  pulse  of  France,  or  \ 
not  impossible  that  they  might  be  intenc 
erable  a  portion  of  existence  as  Mr.  John 
thing  rather  more  plausibly  written,  som 
to  reason  and  to  common  sense,  which  w 
sentiments  on  the  great  work  of  pacificj 
into  any  detail  upon  this  subject  before  g 
which  he  at  present  believes  he  shall  not 

Ooncealing,  however,  my  name,  you  m 
upon  these  proposals : 

(1)  England  may  be  heartily  sick  of 
tAken.    This  point  I  shall  not  dispute  i 
Yet  1  wish  she  would  give  some  better  i: 
hitherto.    But  of  Americans  I  can  speak  ^ 
and  so  far  from  being  sick  of  the  part  the 
the  past  madness  of  Great  Britain,  whicli 
come  all  the  prejudices  and  weak  passions 
to  her  and  to  become  independent,  as 
Providence  ever  bestowed  upon  them  fro 
New  World.    They  look  upon  it  that  a  co 
and  legislators,  consulting  together  on 
America  happy,  free,  and  great,  could  not 
a  system  so  perfectly  a<lapted  to  that  enc 

and   wiP.l^orlnooo    /\f'  ilff^n*-    7>^:4.-i—    ^   - 
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tending  every  year,  as  their  population  is  increiisiug  in  the  midst  of  the 
war. 

(2)  To  suppose  that  France  is  sick  of  the  part  she  has  taken  is  to 
suppose  her  to  be  sick  of  that  conduct  whicli  has  procured  her  more 
respect  and  consideration  in  Europe  than  any  step  she  ever  took.  It 
is  to  suppose  her  sick  of  that  system  which  enable<l  her  to  negotiate 
the  peace  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  as  well  as  the  peace 
of  Teschen ;  that  system  which  has  enabled  her  to  unit«  in  sentiment 
and  affection  all  the  maritime  powers — even  the  United  Provinces — in 
her  favor  and  against  England.  It  is  to  suppose  her  sick  of  that  sys- 
tem which  has  broken  off  from  her  rival  and  natursil  enemy  the  most 
solid  part  of  his  strength  ;  a  strength  that  had  become  so  terrible  to 
France  and  would  have  been  so  fatal  to  her.    I  do  not  mean  to  enlarge. 

As  to  the  propositions  themselves,  it  would  be  wasting  time  to 
consider  them.  Of  all  the  malicious  plans  of  the  English  against 
America  none  has  ever  been  more  so  than  this.  It  is  calculated  only 
to  make  America  the  sport  of  Britain  in  future — to  put  it  in  her 
power  to  be  forever  fomenting  quarrels  and  wars ;  and  I  am  well  per-  * 
Buaded  that  America  would  sooner  vote  for  a  hundred  years'  war. 

I  may  be  thought  again  too  sanguine.   I  have  been  too  sanguine  tiiese 
twenty  years,  constantly  too  sanguine,  yet  eternally  right. 
Adieu. 

John  Adams. 

P.  S. — ^1  do  not  see  Captain  Waters'  engagement  get  in  any  of  tlie 
papers.  I  would  have  sent  it  to  England  svnd  Holland  for  publication 
if  I  had  known  it  could  not  be  printed  here. 

J.  A. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Mm/  0,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  proi)Osals  for  si  general 
pacification  by  the  Dean  of  Gloucester : 

PROPOSALS  TO  TUB    BNGLISII|   AMERICANS,  FRRNCII,   AND  SPANIARDS,   NOW   AT   WAR. 

First.  That  Qrent  Britain  shall  retain  Nowfoundland,  with  tho  dcRcrt  consts  of 
Labrador;  also  Oanadn,  Nova  Scotia,  and  tho  country  bordorin^  on  tlio  Buy  of 
Fiindy  as  far  as  the  hay  and  river  of  Penobscot. 

Secondly.  That  all  tho  country  from  the  Penobscot  River  to  tho  river  Connecticut, 
containing  almost  all  tho  four  populous  provinces  of  New  Kngland,  Hhall  be  ceded  to 
the  Americans. 

Thirdly.  That  all  the  country  from  tho  Connecticut  to  tho  river  T)elawarc,  contain- 
ing the  whole  of  New  York,  Long  Island,  and  the  JerseyH,  with  souo  ji.irts  of  two 
other  provinces  indenting;  with  them,  shall  return  to  Groat  liritain. 

Fourthly.  That  all  the  country  from  the  Delaware  to  tho  northern  boundary  of 
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1ii<  Kro^ilcst  pnrt  of  I'sutiaylmiiln,  nil  llMylmud,  Tlrgint*, 
rriU'il  to  the  AmeHcBDS. 

try  friiiti  tlio  iioTtliorn  boDndaiy  ofSonth  CarollQa  to  tLe 
I  Kliirido,  coutAiuiiiK  throe  irhole  praTiuo«>a,  uhall  be  re- 
tiiiiirrl  by  Croat  llri(:iin. 

Kixtlily.  Till)  writ  l-'li>rliU,  rliirlly  Iinrren  BkDd,  and  the  fortren  of  Glbntlta.r  (to- 
1;i1ly  iiRi'lixH)  nli.'itl  hv  <-vt\vi\  to  Spnin,  In  onlar  to  Batiarj  tlie  pnnotilio  of  tbatiintioi), 
mill  tlcit  tliu  K|i;iiil:iriln  nl>:ill  Rivr^  I'orto  Rico  Id  exchange,  an  island  on  whloh  thej 
Hc'i'iii  tn  Ni't  iii>  viiliii-  .iiiil  wliicli  iiiileod  ia  of  no  use  to  them,  tLoUKh  lai^e  lu  llMlf, 
ndir-'il  Willi  (tiukI  jmrU,  »-i'11  xiliiatoil,  aud  capable  (in  the  hunda  of  the  English)  of 
(;r>-:it  iiiiprovi-iiir'iilH. 

Siivni Lilly,  l.nstly,  (lint  tlin  KiiKliBh  shall  gi»B  np  the  coDqueets  they  have  made 
(111  tli«  i'roiich  ill  tlic  Knsl  liiilli-H,  nh«  shall  do  tho  like  to  the  Engltab  In  the  West 
Iii<li('». 

i  sliiill  iiiiiki;  no  reiiiiirks  upon  tliis  plan  ;  l)ut  tliero  is  no  BngliefamftD 
nlio  tliiiikH  of  It  wiser,  or  ftt  least  who  (Urea  propose  one.  Allvbo 
talk  or  prnpoHilioiis  Itiruw  nnt  soineMiiiig  as  absurd  aud  idle  as  tbia, 
wliirli  will  ooiiviiu;()  Congreas  tbat  we  sbnll  have  no  peace  for  some 

Tlio  Frcncli  iiniiiiiiicnl  wliicli  sailed  from  Brest  tbe  2d  of  Ha7,  under 
IliQ  cotnuiaiiiloini.  (I<;  l{<ie1iitiiibeau,ot'  the  troops,  andM.  deTeroay^of 
tlm  lloel,  aii<l  t\xo  nrniiiinciit  from  Oadl»  of  twelve  sbips  of  tbe  line, 
btisidos  rt'jj;:at(>H  siikI  oilier  armed  vcBsela,  with  eleven  tbousand  five 
liiitulred  liHiil  forci-H,  witli  a  line  train  of  artillery,  wbicb  were  to  sail 
about  tlie  naiiii!  time  or  earlier,  both  destined  for  America,  aa  it  is  sup- 
1K>S('(I,  ivill,  I   ljo|)i',  liritij;  tlie  English  to  think  of  some  plan  a  litUe 
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people;  but  these  are  so  ananimous  and  so  deter  mined,  that  no  magis- 
trate will  ventare  to  execute  any  act  of  the  English  Parliament. 
Philip  and  Mary  4,  chapter  4,  thus  explains  Poyning's  law  : 

And  this  act  of  tbo  10th  of  Henry  the  Seventh  shall  be  expoiuulccl  and  taken  as  fol- 
loweth,  that  is  to  say  :  That  no  parliament  be  holdcn  or  siiminonod  within  this  realm 
of  Ireland  until  the  lieatenant,  chief  governor,  or  governors,  and  the  council  of  Ire- 
land shall  have  certified  the  king  and  queen's  majesties,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  realm,  the  considerations,  causes,  and  articles  of  such  acts 
as  by  them  shall  be  thought  meet  to  be  enacted  and  passed  here  by  parliament,  and 
shall  also  have  received  again  their  majesties'  answer,  under  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land, declaring  their  pleasure,  either  for  the  passing  of  the  said  acts  in  such  form  as 
they  should  be  sent  into  England,  or  else  the  alteration  of  them  or  any  part  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  2.  After  such  return  made,  and  after  license  and  authority  to  summon  a  par- 
liament within  the  said  realm  of  Ireland,  granted  under  the  great  seal  of  England 
unto  the  said  lieutenant  or  chief  governors  of  the  same  realm,  the  same  lieu  tenant, 
chief  governor,  or  governors  may  summon  and  hold  a  parliament  for  iiassiug  and 
agreeing  upon  such  acts,  and  no  other,  as  shall  be  so  returned  under  the  groat  seal  of 
England. 

Six  of  George  I,  chapter  5,  section  1. 

The  kingdom  of  Ireland  has  been,  is,  and  of  right  onght  to  be,  subordinate  unto 
and  dependent  upon  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  as  being  inseparably  united 
and  annexed  thereunto;  and  the  king,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament,  hath  power  to  make  laws  of  HuHicieut  force  to  bind 
the  kingdom  and  people  of  Ireland. 

Sec.  2.  The  house  of  lords  of  Ireland  have  not,  nor  of  right  ought  to  have,  any 
jurisdiction  to  judge  of,  affirm,  or  reverse  any  Judgment  or  decree  made  in  any  court 
within  the  said  kingdom ;  and  all  proceedings  before  the  said  house  of  lords  upon 
any  such  judgment  or  decree  are  void. 

These  are  the  political  shackles  which  the  people  of  Ireland  are  en- 
deavoring to  shake  olT,  and  if  the  war  continues  long  they  will  succeed, 
otherwise  not  entirely,  although  the  authority  of  the  I^ritish  Parlianient 
will  undoubtedly  be  much  weakened. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  "Williams.* 

P\sSY,Maj/  10,  1780. 

Dear  Jonathan  :  I  received  yours  of  the  1 8th  past  and  Cth  instant, 
and  approve  of  the  steps  you  have  hitherto  taken  to  despatch  the  goods. 
It  grieves  me  to  understand  that  the  ships  from  Brest  could  not  take 
them.  At  this  distance  from  the  ports,  and  unacquainted  as  I  am  with 
such  aflairs,  I  know  not  what  to  advise  about  getting  either  that  cloth- 
ing or  the  small  arms  and  i)owder  at  L'Orient  or  the  cloth  of  Mr.  Ross 
transported  to  America ;  and  yet  everybody  writes  to  me  for  orders,  or 
advice,  or  opinion,  or  approbation,  which  is  like  calling  upon  a  blind 
man  to  judge  of  colors.     I  know  those  things  are  all  wanted  in  Amer- 


*  MSS.  Dop.  of  State. 
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c:i;  I  am  iltstrcsi'-jd  iniich  with  the  thoagbt  of  a  dioappoiiitinent ;  and 
M.  (1(1  Chiuiiiioiit,  the  only  pprsoiihere  whom  IcouldrelyonforcouDsel, 
i:\s  been  ill  tlte»(t  tlti'('(4  wopIch  luid  iiicapable  of  ntteiiding  to  any  basi- 
lo^s.  1  must  Uiorcrortt  ilcsiiu  you  to  flutl  out  some  good  meaos  of  ood- 
>-(>yiiif!  nil  thcHO  )!ood»,  niid  ex(H!uto  it  in  the  best  maoDer  yon  can  and 
A-jih  all  possible  cx|i(>tliMoii.  If  yon  freight  a  veaael,  try  to  get  her  away 
iixlei'  convoy  of  tlin  yiUinnrc;  bnt  if  that  cnu  not  be  done,  she  mast 
.vait  for  eoiiio  other  <;oiiv()y. 

1  iini  ever,  your  iifroctionate  nncle. 

For  wliiit  couiionis  Mf.  Uo«s'  oloth,  I  innst  leave  that  to  hie  dtacre* 
ton,  liiiviii(;  i'i«;illy  iiolhitig  to  do  with  it.  But  it  may  be  well  that  yon 
iliould  consult  to(;cthur. 


Vereennes  to  J. 

[TransUtloD.  ] 

Yebsailles,  Man  10, 1780. 
Site:  I  owe  you  thanks  for  the  different  coniniuuicatious  which  yoQ 
[lave  bocii  so  [rood  as  to  make  to  me.  If  the  Tiewn  contained  iu  the 
otiur  which  you  have  conlidcd  to  me  are  exact,  you  ought  not  to  delay 
n  obtaining  a  proor;  and,  in  such  case,  it  would  be  expedient  for  yoa 
to  ascertain  what  ovcrtuuis  ib  is  expected  you  will  make.    I  thiotc  you 
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Spain,  and  bas  no  other  effect  upon  America  than  to  contiuno,  and  thereby  iucreaeo, 
the  enmity  which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  the  arms  of  both,  can  bo  prodnctive 
of  no  good  whateTor,  but,  by  preyenting  conciliation,  threatous  the  accomplishment 
of  the  final  roin  of  the  British  empire. 

(2)  That  an  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  stating  the  matter  of  the  foregoing 
resolntion,  and  entreating  him  to  concur  therewith ;  roprosciitiug,  at  the  sauio  time, 
that  they  think  that  they  should  betray  hi*i  majesty  and  their  constituents  if  they 
did  not  distinctly  state  to  his  majesty  that  nothing  loss  than  a  total  change  of  coun- 
cils, proceeding  from  the  conviction  of  past  errors,  can  proyent  the  consummation  of 
pnblio  rnin ;  but  at  tbe  same  time  to  express  their  fullest  confidence  that,  with  a 
speedy  and  fundamental  reformation  of  councils,  under  a  prudent  and  vigilaut  ad- 
ministration, they  shall  bo  enabled  to  maintain  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  country 
against  any  confederacy  of  France  and  Spain,  and  to  oflcct  a  roconcillation  Avith 
America  upon  beneficial,  Jusf-,  and  honorable  terms. 

(3)  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  majesty  to  Appoint  commis- 
sioners with  sufficient  power  to  treat,  consult,  and  finally  agree  upon  the  moans  of 
restoring  peace  with  the  provinces  in  North  America. 

After  which  General  Conway  rose  to  declare  tliat  Le  bad  a  bill  to 
propose  on  the  subject  of  the  American  war,  which  be  would  lay  before 
the  hoase  tomorrow.  He  gave  a  general  bint  of  the  ideas  be  enter- 
tained on  this  subject.  He  thought  that  Parliament  ougbt  to  come  to 
some  resolutions  to  agree  on  certain  propositions,  wliicb  should  be  held 
out  to  tbe  Americans  as  the  foundation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  recon- 
ciliation. 

I  shall  give  an  account  of  tbe  debates  and  decisions  on  the  motions 
when  tbe  papers  arrive. 

I  bavo  tbe  bonor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vergennes  to  Franklin.* 
[Translation.] 

Versailles,  Jlfay  11, 1780. 

Sib  :  The  Baron  de  Goltz  bas  warmly  entreated  mo  to  recommend  to 
you  tbe  Baron  d'Arendt,  a  Prussian  officer  in  tbe  service  of  tlie  United 
States.  I  tbe  more  readily  acquiesce  in  satisfying  bis  demand,  as  you 
will  certainly  take  a  pleasure  in  obliging  this  minister  as  far  as  in  your 
power. 

Tbe  Baron  d'Arendt  will  himself  explain  the  difTercnt  matters  in 
which  be  thinks  be  wants  your  aid  with  Congress. 

I  have  tbe  bonor  of  being,  witli  great  sincoiity,  etc., 

1)E  Vergennes. 


•  2  Sparks*  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  101. 
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'WaBhlngton  to  Iiusenie.* 

MOBBISTOWN,  Mag  11,  1780. 

Silt:  Thci  nitoiitiiitM  iiiiil  lionora  pnkl  to  M.  tlo  MiralleBt  after  bis 
ilriitli  u'ci'u  ii  h'ibiilo  duo  Id  Ins  clinracter  nnd  merit,  and  dictated  by 
tlie  Kiricei'o  vMtcciu  whidi  1  uhvnyg  felt  for  liiin. 

1  Hill  iiMicli  obliged  to  yiiiir  cxcellcnc;  for  yoiii*  intention  of  sending 
nil'  ii  detail  of  llio  land  anil  ftoa  forces  arrived  at  Martinique,  which  I 
liOR  leave  to  jnrorni  yon  wiis  forgotten  to  be  enclosed  in  jour  letter. 

Voii  will  parlicipiilc  in  t  tie  joy  I  feel  at  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de 
la  ru.vottc.  No  evfiit  ( inild  have  given  ine  grcntor  pleasure  on  a  per- 
gonal aiximiil,  and  niiitivos  td' public  utility  conspire  to  make  it  agreea- 
iible.  lie  will  Khnrtly  have  the  honor  to  watt  npon  your  excellency, 
nnd  iiii|)nrt  in  at  tern  of  tlio  greatest  moment  to  these  States.  He  au- 
ninimcH  a  IVosli  and  sliikiiij:  instance  of  tlie  frieiidehip  of  your  court, 
md  wliicli  can  not  f:iil  tu  contribute  greatly  to  [lorpetnate  the  gratitude 
[>f  this  country. 

1  tiin  always  linppy  to  ropcat  to  yon  the  sentiments  of  respect  nnd 
iiivlolabluatlacliiiient  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Ogorob  Washington. 


J.  Adams  to  CBrmlcbRaLt 
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British  possessions  in  America,  both  upon  the  continent  and  the  islands, 
depend  upon  the  sea  for  their  existence.  According  to  the  bull  in  the 
English  play,  ''  the  strongest  gronnd,  or  the  only  ground,  they  stand 
npoD  is  the  ocean."  By  a  decided  superiority  of  naval  force  upon  the 
American  coasts  and  among  the  islands,  under  active,  vigilant,  and  en- 
terprising commanders,  who  will  not  think  it  beneath  them  to  cruise  for 
and  watch  the  motions  of  transports  and  merchantmen,  the  trade  of 
America  and  the  islands  would  flourish  and  the  supplies  of  the  English 
be  totally  cut  off.  A  few  French  or  Spanish  mciiof-war  cruising  in  the 
Massachusstts  Bay,  a  few  more  lying  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  lihode 
Island  and  cruising  occasionally,  a  few  more  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware,  a  few  more  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  ssiy  three  ships  and  three 
frigates  in  each,  this  would  make  twelve  ships  of  the  line  aiul  twelve 
frigates.  These  would,  by  cruising  themselves  occasionally  and  giving 
full  scope  to  our  privateers,  more  certainly  ruin  the  British  power  than 
four  times  that  force  in  Europe.  But  suppose  there  was  only  one  ship 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates  stationed  in  each,  this  would  be  only  four 
ships  and  eight  frigates ;  these  would  either  toUilly  destroy  the  British 
army  in  America  by  starving  it,  or  compel  the  English  to  keep  more 
than  double  their  number  on  the  North  American  station.  This  would 
weaken  them  so  much  in  the  West  India  Islands  that  the  French  and 
Spanish  forces  there  would  do  whatever  they  pleased. 

I  know  not  the  reason  of  it,  but  the  English  do  not  seem  to  take  Spain 
into  their  account  at  all.  They  make  their  calculations  to  equal  or  excel 
the  French  a  little,  but  reckon  the  Spaniards  for  nothing.  A  very  little 
activity  on  the  part  of  these  would  terrify  the  English  beyond  measure. 
I  suppose,  but  it  is  only  conjecture,  that  the  Flori<la.s  are  the  object  of 
the  force  from  Cadiz.  Gibraltar  occupies  another  immense  force.  These 
forces,  however,  or  the  amount  of  their  expenses  employed  in  the  Amer- 
ican seas  and  kept  constantly  in  motion,  would  more  certainly  ruin  the 
whole  British  power,  and  consequently  more  certainly  obtain  the  Flor- 
Idas,  Gibraltar,  or  whatever  else  is  aimed  at,  than  direct  attacks  upon 
those  places.  Attacking  these  places  is  endeavoring  to  lop  off  single 
limbs;  securing  the  dominion  of  the  American  seas  is  laying  the  ax  to 
the  root  of  the  tree.    But  enough  of  my  small  politics. 

Adieu. 

JouN  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay.* 

Paris,  May  13,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  two  days  ago  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  2Cth  of 
April,  and  am  very  ha])py  to  have  at  last  received  from  your  han<l  an 
account  of  your  safe  arrival  in  Madrid. 

The  Count  de  Florida  BUnca  is  allowed  to  be  a  man  of  jibilit^',  but 
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^miifliiiw  or  nllicr  ll]i>i'(>  is  .soiiictlihig  ill  tlio  Kuropenn  understanding 
lilVf'ivnl  tVoni  (Imsc  we  li;ivttl)i>u»  iiReil  to.  Men  of  tbe  greatest  abilities 
iiitl  tlic.  iiiiisL  ox]H'iii'i]i'it  nil'  wttli  gro»t  iliniciilty  broiigbt  to  seo  what 
i|ipciii»  U>  UH  JIM  i:lc:ii-  iiH  (Iny.  It  is  liabtt,  it  is  education,  projodice,  wbat 
I'oii  will,  luit  so  it  is, 

1  cini  Ktalo  ti  vfrv  sliort  a  17:11m  hi  it  Dint  appears  to  me  a  demonstra- 
:iiii]  iipiiii  l''i-i-]i(.'li  anil  S|i}iiiiKli  principles  iilonc,  tliat  it  is  more  for 
:licir  iiiti'ivst  Id  erii|>lo\  tli(;ir  navnl  I'orco  in  America  than  in  Europe; 
wt  it  IK  in  viiiii  Mint  .you  Ktiidi  tills  to  a  minintcr  of  state.  Ke  can  not 
»•{•■  it  or  {'<.■<■!  it,  ivl  k'iisl  ill  itis  I'lill  foruo,  until  the  proper  point  of  time 
s  puHl  ami  il  in  (ihi  IiiIi'.  ^i>  I  think  it  uiivy  bu  deuionstrated  that  it  is 
:lii!  iiitorosl.  of  FraiK-c.  and  Spain  to  furnitili  ADiorica  with  a  liaudsome 
oaii  of  iiioncy,  or  ('v<>ii  to  ^iHuI  her  Bubsidios;  bccnuHo  a  snin  of 
nuiicy  iliiiH  exp('Ti<li'<l  noiilil  lulvanco  the  couiuion  cause  nnd  even  their 
laitiiMilar  liilcrcHtH  by  L-rialiliii(r  tUo  Aiuericans  to  make  greater  ezer- 
liiniM  iliau  Mic  saLiii'  siitim  ctiijiloyed  in  any  other  way.  But  it  is  iUTniu 
0  reaNiiii  in  (liiH  inaiiniM'  with  a  I'hiropunn  minister  of  state.  He  can 
lot  iitidci-stiuid  you.  Ii.  itt  not  within  thecoiupuss  of  those  ideas  which 
10  hiiH  b('(Mi  sK'i^iistonicil  lo. 

I  am  Inippy,  liowc.viT,  I  hat  at  length  weliaveaminixter  nt  Madrid;  I 
■111  pi^rsnudcd  that  this  will  ('.ontribiite  vastly  to  opeuing  thoeyes  both 
if  I'taiu'c.  iiNtI  Kjiaiii.  I  shall  bo  always  ohlige<1  to  you  foriiitelligence, 
■Kliwiiilly  c.unrciiiiiiH:  y<nii'  jirogroSB  in  your  aflhlr. 
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hope  has  not  deceirod  him,  since  the  empress,  in  determining  on  the  most  exact  nea- 
trality,  has  declared  herself  for  the  system  which  the  kiiif^  supports  at  tlio  expense 
of  the  hlood  of  his  people,  and  since  she  demands  the  rights  which  his  mnjosty  would 
make  the  hasis  of  the  maritime  code.  If  there  were  occasions  for  fi-esh  orders  whorohy 
the  vessels  of  her  Imperial  majesty  should  have  no  room  to  foar  hoing  disturbed  in 
their  negotiation  by  the  subjects  of  the  king,  his  majesty  would  make  hasto  to  give 
them;  but  the  empress  will,  no  doubt,  repose  herself  upon  the  dispositions  of  his 
majesty  contained  in  the  regulations  which  he  has  published.  Tbey  are  not  accom- 
modated to  present  circumstances,  they  are  founded  upon  the  law  of  nations,  and 
they  are  consistent  with  the  character  of  a  prince  sufTlciently  happy  to  find  always 
In  the  general  prosperity  the  measure  of  that  of  his  own  kingdom.  The  king  wishes 
that  her  Imperial  majesty  would  add  to  the  moans  which  she  may  tako  to  fix  the 
nature  of  merchandises,  the  commerce  of  which  is  reputed  contraband  in  time  of  war, 
precise  rules  concerning  the  form  of  sea  papers  with  which  the  Russian  vessels  shall 
he  furnished. 

With  this  precaution  his  majesty  is  assured  that  no  incident  will  arise  which  will 
occasion  any  regret  in  any  of  the  parties  concerned  at  Iho  uioaHuros  taken  for  rondor- 
ing  the  condition  of  Russian  vessels  as  a<lvantagoous  as  possible  in  time  of  war. 
Happy  circumstances  have  already  more  than  once  put  the  two  courts  in  a  situation 
to  experience  of  how  much  importance  it  was  that  tbey  shouhl  explain  themselves 
with  openness  upon  their  interests  respectively. 

His  m<\|esty  felicitates  himself  upon  having  an  opportunity  to  express  to  her  Im- 
perial mxvjesty  his  manner  of  thinking  upon  a  poiut  interesting  to  Russia  and  the 
commercial  powers  of  Europe.  His  majesty  applauds  so  much  the  more  sincerely  the 
principles  and  views  which  direct  the  empress,  as  his  ninjesty  enjoys  in  common  with 
her  the  same  sentiment  which  has  prompted  this  princess  to  nioasurcs  from  whence 
must  result  equal  advantages  to  their  subjects  and  to  all  nations. 

No  State  paper  that  I  have  seeu  this  war  has  struck  ino  more  forcibly 
than  this.  The  siniplicity,  openness,  sincerity,  and  truth  of  it  form  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  dissimulation  and  insincerity  which  are  so 
grossly  remarkable  in  the  answer  of  the  court  of  St.  James  to  the  same 
declaration.  The  one  is  perfectly  becoming  the  character  of  an  august 
king,  the  other  is  what  I  shall  leave  others  to  name. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

[Postscript.] 

Copenhagen,  April  29. — There  have  arrived  here  within  a  little  time  several  conriors 
from  Fetersburgh,  some  of  whom  have  been  sent  back,  and  orhors  have  continued 
their  route  for  Holland,  France,  etc.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  last,  it  is  thought  that 
our  court  has  acceded  to  a  project  of  an  armed  neutrality,  and  that  it  has  already 
agreed  with  that  of  Russia  upon  the  equipments  to  be  made  for  this  purpose;  at  least 
orders  have  been  given  to  nrm  as  soon  as  possible  two  shiiis  of  the  line — the  Princcse 
Sophia  Frederickaf  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  the  Dancbrofj^  of  sixty.  ThoHO  ships, 
commanded  by  Kricger  and  Kllebracht,  will  go  out  into  the  road  immediately.  The 
government  have  determined  not  to  keep  the  lleet  stationed  at  Fredoricksham,  as  it 
has  been  for  five  years  past ;  and  the  Vice-Aduiiral  Fischer,  who  commanded  there, 
having  been  recalled,  will  bo  relieved  only  by  a  captain. 

The  following  orders  have  been  given  by  the  King  of  llingland : 

Whereas,  after  our  order  in  council  of  the  17tli  of  April,  1780,  the  several  treaties 
which  granted  particular  privileges  to  the  subjects  of  the  StalcH-Gonoral  of  the  United 
Provinces  relative  to  their  conunerce  and  navigation  iu  time  of  war  are  suspended, 
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li-H-GatiorAl  oiKht  to  b«  oonsidored  uiton  the  mom  footing 
rit  ]irivile);«d  li;  tr««ties  UDtil  itabkllploKMuaformallf  to 
iiriiimiiili'm  of  our  tosmIb  of  wAr,  and  those  of  nil  shipa  and 
IkUitii  of  ninn[iio  und  rejirisBls,  are  anthoiiiod  by  tbeaa 
<iitii  a[iil  detain  all  slilpn  and  tcwsIb  belongiDfc  to  IliB  nnb- 
u'lirii  Uiiry  sliall  be  found  to  bnve  oti  board  any  effool*  be- 
itH  iiinJ^^Hty,  or  «ffeeta  wlilob  are  conridend  aa  oontrabaod 

The  <1ccliinitioii  iiiiitk«  to  the  Staton-Qeiicral  of  tlie  United  ProTiQces 
by  tim  court  of  St.  .liuiips  liiui  been  followed  by  iiromiit  effects.  The 
[iriviktcor  tlic  Acplunc  Una  carried  into  Mitrgato  tbe  Qrede  Vizaagtmiy 
irditiK  from  AiitKU-i'diiiii  to  Nnntes  wltb  n  loiul  of  pitch  niid  tar.  Tliia 
8  tliu  fifth  reaacl  tiikeii  from  tbe  Uoltandera  by  tbe  6tb  of  Hay  iii  con- 
tci|iiciico  of  thin  declnintiun,  wbicb  makes  so  much  uoise. 

J.  A. 


J.  Adama  to  IHgKoa,* 

MAY  13, 1780. 
1  liivre  to  nokiiowlciico  oiio  of  14tb  of  April  and  one  of  2d  of  May, 
riio  parcels  hiivo  not  jot  bcoii  aoeu  nor  beard  of;  yon  may  stop  the 
IjoihIoii  Evt!iiiii(>:  I'ost  mid  (lie  Jjoudou  Packet  for  (he  future)  butseud 
)n  the  Couiant,  if  yoii  )iloaHo.  I  bave  not  yet  received  tbe  debate  oa 
Joiiway'^i  motion  ;  I  hiivc  mn-ii  tbe  paper  and  read  tbe  debate.    Itiatbe 
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Americans  are  upon  the  poise,  are  balancing;,  and  will  return  to  their 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  England,  is  as  wild  as  bedlam.  If  witnesses 
can  not  be  believed,  why  do  not  they  believe  the  nature  of  tilings  t 
Ask  the  newspapers,  which  are  so  free  that  nothing  is  spared ;  Congress 
and  everybody  is  attsicked  I  Yet  never  a  single  paragraph  was  hinting 
in  amost  distant  manner  a  wish  to  return.  Ask  the  town  meetings — those 
assemblies  which  dared  readily  enough  to  think  as  they  pleased  and  say 
what  they  would — dared  attack  the  king,  lords,  commons,  governors, 
conncils,  representatives,  judges,  and  whole  armies  under  the  old  gov- 
ernment, and  which  attack  everybody  and  everything  that  displeases 
them  at  this  day.  Not  one  vote,  not  one  instruction  to  a  representa- 
tive, not  one  motion,  not  so  much  as  one  single  speech  in  favor  of 
returning  to  the  leeks  of  Egypt.  Ask  the  grand  and  petit  juries,  who 
dared  to  tell  the  judges  to  their  faces  they  were  corrupted,  and  that 
they  would  not  serve  under  them,  because  they  had  betrayed  and  over- 
turned the  constitution.  Not  a  single  juror  has  ever  whispered  a  wish 
to  return,  after  being  washed,  to  their  wallowing  in  tlie  mire.  The  refu- 
gees you  mention  never  did  know  the  character  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, but  they  know  it  now  less  than  ever.  They  have  been  long  away. 
The  Americans  at  this  day  have  higher  notions  of  themselves  than  ever. 
They  think  they  have  gone  through  the  greatest  revolution  that  ever 
took  place  among  men ;  that  this  revolution  is  as  much  for  the  gener- 
ality of  mankind  in  Europe  as  for  their  own.  They  think  they  should 
act  a  base  and  perfidious  part  toward  the  world  in  general  if  they  were 
to  go  back;  that  they  should  manifestly  counteract  the  designs  of 
Providence,  as  well  as  betray  themselves,  their  posterity,  and  itiaukind. 
The  English  manifestly  think  mankind  and  the  world  made  for  their 
use.  The  Americans  do  not  think  so.  But  why  proceed  t  Time  alone 
can  convince. 
Adieu. 

V.  R.  S, 

This  litrong  lettor,  apparently  detiigned  for  publication  in  England,  was  directed 
to  W.  8.  Church,  the  uauie  most  frequently  assumed  by  Mr.  Diggos  in  his  coninnini- 
cations  to  Mr.  Adams.  It  is  signed  with  the  initials  F.  R.  S.,  suggestod  by  Fernando 
RaymoQ  San,  the  name  of  Mr.  A.'s  guide  in  Spain.  See  Diary,  vol.  3,  p.  247. — 
Note  to  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  ut  supra. 


Washington  to  Luzerne.* 

Ueadquarters,  Morristown,  May  14,  1780. 

Sir  :  Since  iny  last  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  detail  of  his 
most  Christian  majesty's  fleet  in  the  West  Indies  which  your  excel- 
lency has  had  the  fjoodness  to  send  me.  I  congratulate  you  very  sin- 
cerely, sir,  on  this  very  respectable  armament,  which  I  found  to  surpass 


*5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  G8:J. 
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iiy  expectation,  miil  I  noiihl  wilUttgly  hope  tbat  an  oooasioD  will  be 
il1'<ir(l('<l  till!  ('iiiitit  ill!  (iiiiclieii  to  strike  some  importaDt  blow  with  it 
.vliicli  Kltnll  jiilviiticc  Mi<!  liuiKii'  ftiid  interest  of  his  uii^esty,  and  of 
:oiirso  the  iiilcicKL  (if  Mu'ro  United  States. 
I  hnvc  tlio  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Geoeob  Wabhinoton. 


J-AdnntB  to  Jay.* 

Paris,  Ma;/  IS,  1780. 

T)EAK  SiK :  1  cbsill  not  always  stand  upon  cereinoDies,  nor  wait  for 
iiiswiTH  to  li'[ti;i»,  bocanst!  iisofiil  hints  may  be  given  which  would  be 
ost  ir  Olio  wrre  to  w;iit  ifliiriia  of  posts. 

Tlio  llritisli  oliiiiiticl  (li-i-t  is  reckoned  this  year  at  from  thirty-four  to 
liiily-si'vi'ii  .sliipsortlie  line;  bnt  it  is  well  known  that  they  depend 
i|ion  seiiinnn  lo  lie  piesrieil  from  their  first  West  India  fleet  in  order  to 
]inko  up  MiJH  coinpnlutiiiti,  wittiont  which  tlioy  can  not  make  thirty- 
It  i.s  (liercrore  of  (jriMt  iiiiportivnce  tbnt  this  first  West  Jodia  fleet 
ilionid  lie  iiilercdptcd.  It  will  comoliomo  the  latter  end  of  June  or  the 
K'^inniii^  of  July;  ecrliuiily  not  brforo  the  middle  of  Jane.  A  ship  or 
,wo  of  (ho  line,  with  n  lifly-gun  ship  or  two  and  fire  or  six  Mgatvs, 
■voutd  have  a  giejit  prob;iliilityof  intercepting  this  fleet.  Is  there  any 
iiilierof  vessels  could  be  lietlei 
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tbey  aoderstaud  their  behavior.  Denmark  restored  Jones'  and  Lan- 
dais' prizes  to  England  without  knowing  wlij.  Wh^-  would  it  not  do 
to  remonstrate,  then  prohibit  any  of  the  productions  of  Portugal  from 
being  consumed  in  Americat 

The  prospect  brightens  in  the  West  Indies.  Do  Guichcn  has  arrived. 
DeiaMotte  Piquet  has  defended  himself  very  well,  secured  his  con- 
voys, fought  the  English  even  with  inferior  force,  and  got  the  better. 
De  Guichen*8  appearance  dissipated  all  thoughts  of  their  expedition 
and  threw  the  English  islands  into  great  consternation ;  but  you  will 
see  in  the  public  prints  all  the  news. 

The  force  from  Brest,  which  sailed  on  the  2d,  and  that  from  Cadiz, 
which  I  hope  sailed  as  soon  or  sooner,  will  not  diminish  the  terror  and 
confusion  of  the  English  iu  America  and  the  islands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adama  to  Oenet.* 

PATiiS,  May  15, 17S0. 

DeaE  Sib:  I  have  engaged  a  person  in  London  to  send  mo  all  the 
political  pamphlets  as  they  come  out,  and  some  necessary  books  as  I 
shall  order  them.  He  has  sent  me  already  one  box  and  one  packet  at 
least  to  a  Mr.  Francis  Bowans,  merchant,  iu  Ostcnd.  I  shall  be  once 
more  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  inform  mo  in  what  way  1  can  soonest 
get  them  from  thence,  and  whether  there  are  any  regulations  whicli 
may  obstruct  this  communication.  I  suppose  tliere  arc  reguhitions  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  religious  or  irreligious  bookvS,  but  I  shall 
have  none  sent  me  either  for  or  against  religion;  my  bundles  will  bo 
nothing  but  politics  and  a  few  books  that  relate  to  tlicm.  Ifl  can  get  the 
English  pamphlets  in  this  way  I  may  promise  to  be  of  some  little  use 
to  you  now  and  then  iu  your  way.  The  English  huve  an  advantjigc  of 
us  in  one  point.  Their  newspapers  propagate  everything  favorable  to 
them  all  over  Europe  immediately,  whereas  the  limitations  upon  the 
press  in  this  country  prevent  us  from  much  of  this  advantage.  Tlieir 
generals  and  admirals  calculate  their  despatclics  for  the  eye  of 
Europe,  for  the  people,  and  they  adjust  them  so  as  to  make  an  impres- 
sion upon  the  hopes  of  their  friends  and  the  fcjirs  of  their  enemies, 
and  in  this  consists  full  one-half  of  their  power. 

All  governments  depend  upon  the  good-will  of  the  pcoi)Io.  Tlie  pop- 
ular tide  of  joy  and  liope  and  confidence  carries  away  armies  and  navies 
to  great  exertion,  for  oQicers  and  armies  and  navies  are  but  people. 
On  the  contrary,  the  ebb  of  sorrow,  grief,  and  des])air  danij)s  the  ardor 
and  activity  of  oITiccrs  and  men;  even  the  tradesmen,  artificers,  and 
laborers,  even  the  mortals  adjudged  to  the  galleys  are  benumbed  by 
it.    The  English  excite  the  ardor  of  their  people  and  of  their  fleets 
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iikI  iirrnioH  li.y  falNcliood  luiil  flotion,  tlietr  cuemieB  hnve  no  occat>''>D 
iir  jiiiytliiiit;  but  11k>  Inilli;  tliis  vould  bo  enougli  if  it  were  kuowi. 
>iit  tlio  Ki](;Iisli  iiiiil  Tm'iiim  lo  liiilo  it  even  from  their  own  eyes. 

Tli(^['u  in  not  n  iitoic.  <U'liisive  tiling  in  tlie  world  tban  tlteir  Inat  tles- 
>!ilctii-H  fruin  KiMv  York,  fiibriuiited  entirely  to  impose  U[>oti  the  credulity 
>f  ri'i(Mi(lK  nixl  ciKunicR.  I  8<'u  tbausniids  of  these  tilings  orery  day  that 
ni^ht  ciiRJly  br  coiiiilcnictcd.  1  do  not  wish  you  to  piiblisb  aiiytbiag 
igiiiiist  your  rules,  and  if  (n'c.r  1  jii-opose  niiytliiugof  that  sort  it  will  be 
nim  ip!iii>i;vn<:u  or  iuiitti^nlioii,  and  I  rely  u]>oii  your  knowledge  and 
)i'ii(1<'ui'o  to  clici'k  il.  Itiit  iis  I  nui  likely  to  have  a  little  more  leisure 
liaii  I  liiivc.  b:iil  <or  :t  lotiK  time,  if  yoii  will  give  me  leave  I  will  asaist 

ou  il  Itttio  in  your  liibor.i  for  tbo  public  good. 
1  for^^et  wlicllicr  llio  first  audlenco  of  tlie Chevalier  de la Lnzente  baa 
x'cti  iiulili.slii-cl  i[i  Kiiio[iv.    I  unclose  it  to  you.    You  may  priut  it  if 

ou  jinlf;o  inopcr;  bul,  wlictlicr  ynu  do  or  not,  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
vould  return  it  iw  soon  a^  <',onvenieiit,  because  I  have  no  other  copy  of 
JieJiiuruiU  of  tlioscilay!).  The  publication  of  sncb  things  couflrmathe 
niuils  of  pi'oiilo  ill  llicir  noliona  of  the  alliance,  and  gradually  recon- 
:il('8  iill  lo  it.  TliP  iii'o|)l(!  of  lilriKlaud  even  are  gradually  familiarized 
o  it  ill  tills  Wily,  and  hronglit  to  consider  it  as  unalterable  and  a  thing 
o  1)0  subaiitlt'-d  to. 
]tl.v  (^oinpliniorit.s  to  your  amiable  family. 

John  Adams. 
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Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

May  16, 1780. 

When  tbe  Alliance  frigate  arrived  in  France,  Mr.  Franklin  was  de- 
sirous of  eiuplo.yiug  ber  in  annoying  tlie  English  trade  and  obtaining 
prisoners  to  exchange  for  the  Americans  who  had  long  languished  in 
the  prisons  of  England. 

A  cruise  with  a  small  squadron  under  Commodore  Jones  round  the 
coast  of  Britain  being  about  that  time  intended,  Mr.  Franklin  was  re- 
quested by  his  excellency  the  minister  of  the  marine  to  join  the  Alli- 
ance to  that  squadron.  He  cheerfully  complied  with  that  request,  and 
in  his  instructions  to  Captain  Jones  he  encouraged  him  by  the  hopes  of 
his  being  useful  to  his  country  in  delivering  so  many  poor  prisoners 
from  their  captivity. 

As  the  squadron  acted  under  American  commission  and  colors,  was 
commanded  by  an  American  chief,  and  was  thence  understood  to  be 
American,  our  countrymen  in  the  British  prisons  rejoiced  to  hear  of 
its  success,  and  that  five  hundred  English  were  made  prisoners  in  the 
cruise,  by  an  exchange  with  whom  they  hoped  soon  to  obtain  their 
liberty,  and  to  return  to  their  families  and  country. 

The  Alliance  alone  took  vessels  containing  near  two  hundred  of  those 
English  prisoners.  The  Bon  TLomme  Richard^  which  was  manned  chiefly 
by  Ameri(5ans,  took  in  the  Serajiis  a  great  portion  of  the  remainder. 

The  ambassador  of  France  at  The  Hague  a)»p1ied  to  Commodore 
Jones  for  the  prisoners,  in  order  to  execute  a  cartel  entered  into  with 
the  ambassador  of  England,  Commodore  Jones  declined  delivering 
them  without  orders  from  Mr.  Franklin.  The  ambassador  did  ]\Ir. 
Franklin  the  honor  of  writing  to  him  on  the  subject,  acquainting  him 
that  Mr.  Jones  had  urged  the  exchanging  them  for  Americans,  and 
promising  to  use  his  endeavors  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Franklin  thereupon  immediately  sent  the  orders  desired,  express- 
ing at  the  same  time  his  confidence  in  the  ambassador's  promise.  The 
prisoners  were  accordingly  delivered,  but  they  were  actually  exchanged 
for  French. 

His  excellency  M.  de  Sartine  afterwards  acquainting  Mr.  Franklin 
that  he  had  not  English  prisoners  enough  atL'Orient  to  fill  an  English 
cartel  then  there,  Mr,  F.  gave  orders  that  forty-eight  ho  had  in  that 
port  should  be  delivered  up  for  that  purpose;  thirty  eight  others  at 
Brest  to  be  employed  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr,  Franklin  was  afterwards  informed  by  M.  dc  Chauniont  that  M, 
do  Sartine  had  assured  him  that  other  English  prisoners  should  be 
furnished  to  exchange  for  those  so  given  up  in  Holland  and  in  France, 

Mr,  Franklin  wrote  accordingly  to  England,  and  a  cartel  vessel  was 
thereupon  ordered  from  Plymouth  to  Morlaix  with  one  hundred  Amer- 
icans. As  soon  as  Mr.  F.  was  acquainted  with  this,  he  applied  through 
M.  de  Chaumont  to  M.  de  Sartine  for  an  equal  number  of  English,  who 
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-eailily  ngrcci)  to  roniisli  t]iciii,(iiHl  jironiisoA  to  send  orders  immediately 
o  itiiircli  niio  liiiTt<Ir(^'(l  rroiu  Siiiiiniir  to  Morlaix: 

TliGcnrtol  arrived,  laiiilcil  tlio  oue  hundred  Americans,  but  was  sent 
lairlc  empty,  witti  oti!>-  a  receipt  from  tbe  commissaiy  of  the  port,  do 
[DiigliHli  bdng  arrived  for  tliu  exchange. 

Mr.  !•'.  ha.s  hiiico  received  letters  ftvm  England  acqaaiDting  him  that 
le  JH  eliarged  with  breach  of  faith,  aud  with  deceiving  the  board  which 
ind  the  charge  of  niana;;iiifT  the  ezchnnge  of  prisoners,  and  a  stop  is 
nit  to  that  exchaiipc  in  conaeqiieace, 

The  iioor  American  prisoners  there,  many  of  whom  have  been  con- 
ineit  two  or  three  years,  and  have  bravely  resisted  all  the  temptations, 
iceomjianied  with  threats  and  followed  by  ill  usage,  to  induce  thorn  to 
filter  (ho  J'}iiglj»:h  service,  nro  now  in  despair,  seeing  their  hopes  of 
H>eedy  liljerty  ruined  by  tliia  failure. 

llift  excellency  M.  do  Sartino  has  kindly  and  repeatedly  promised, 
iy  AI. doCliaunioiit,  to  fniiiiHli  tho number  wanted,  abont four haodred, 
or  exchanging  the  .said  Americans.  But  it  is  now  said  that  the  king's 
irder  is  necessary  to  be  lirwt  obtained. 

Mr.  I'Vanklin  tlierefore  earnestly  requests  his  oxcelleuoy  M.  le  Comte 
Ic  Vergetnies  tu  snjijxirt  tho  proposition  in  couuoii,  aud  thereby  obtain 
ibcrty  for  those  unrorlunutu  people. 
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States-Oeneral,  will  declare  upon  oath  that  certain  parts  of  the  said 
cargo  were  bona  fide  shipped  on  their  own  acconut  and  risk,  and  not 
on  the  account  and  risk  of  any  British  or  Irish  subjects,  the  vahie  of 
such  parts  may  be  restored ;  or  tbat,  if  the  freigbtcrs  or  any  of  thoin 
should  think  fit  to  appeal  from  this  judgment  to  the  Congress,  the 
produce  so  deposited  may  be  disposed  of  according  to  their  final  deter- 
mination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Frawklin. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

L  Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  May  16, 1780. 

Sib:  The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  hiis  the 
honor  of  informing  Congress  that  the  king,  in  consequence  of  bis 
affection  and  friendship  for  the  United  States  and  of  his  desire  to  put 
an  end  by  effectual  measures  to  the  calamities  of  the  present  war,  has 
resolved  to  send  to  this  continent  a  re-enforcement  of  troops,  intended 
to  act  against  the  common  enemy,  and  of  vessels,  wbich  will  bo 
employed  in  assisting  the  operations  of  the  land  troops.  As  soon  as 
Congress  has  decided  on  the  plan  of  the  campaign  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  will  receive  all  communications  on  this  subject,  and  will  on 
his  part  make  the  overtures  which  shall  be  necessary  to  the  success  of 
the  operations.  But  as  despatch  and  secrecy  ought  to  be  the  very  soul 
of  these  operations,  and  as,  moreover  Congress  will  undoubtedly  find  it 
indispensable  to  arrange  them  in  concert  with  the  conitnandcr-in-chief,  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  requests  this  assembly  to  consider  whether  the 
course  most  proper  to  be  adopted  under  these  circumstances  be  not  to 
appoint,  without  the  least  delay,  a  small  committee,  who  shall  repair  to 
the  army,  furnished  with  instructions,  and  there  £\x  upon  measures, 
which  shall  be  carried  into  execution  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  land  forces,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  Eochambeau, 
lieutenant  general  of  the  .armies  of  the  king,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Ter- 
nay,  commander  of  the  squadron,  at  whatever  part  of  the  continent 
they  may  have  had  orders  to  land. 

As  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  relation  to  the  sni)ply  of  necessaries 
and  provisions  to  the  auxiliary  troops  will  require  the  concurrence  of 
the  legislatures  and  governors  of  the  several  States,  and  particularly 
of  those  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and  ITew  Jersey,  the 
undersigned  minister  requests  Congress  to  authorize  the  same  com- 
mittee to  render  their  assistance  to  the  measurers  which  the  French 
general,  or  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  or  the  commissioners  author- 
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7,vt\  liy  tliciii  Bliall  ho  atilo  U\  tako  witi)  the  tliffereut  legislatureB ;  Kiid 
villi  lliis  view,  to  t^ivc  to  tlic  ilelcgateo  who  shall  couipose  itpowernas 
'Xti-tisivc  as  <Joiip;ress  sliiill  deem  expedient. 

An  object  wliicli,  next  to  tlitit  just  moiitioDed,  reqnirea  nit  the  atten- 
ioii  of  (Jonf^rcRK,  i»  Mio  iiif'oriiiation  whiuh  it  is  im[K>rtaiit  to  obtain  as 
o  tlio  foi-ct'f,  tlio  Kitiijvtion,  iind  the  rcsoarccs  of  the  enemy  in  all  the 
lostK  in  ttii'ir  jiD.'tNi^ssion  on  this  continent.  The  Ohovalier  de  la 
jiiy.onio  in  coiiH<<i]iicntl,y  (li'sitoiis  that  OoiigreSB  would  bo  pleased  to 
i]i|i(iint  :i<M)inmit(cc  to  coiiort  irnmtMliately  all  the  in telligonco,  details, 
iri't  iiirormiition  \vhi<;li  iniiyoxiRtin  their  deposits  and  arcliiyos  relative 
o  Hid  ]>oi  (a  of  Norlli  Aiiifrii'ii  now  held  by  the  English  from  Halifax 
o  at.  AnguHtiric,  iiidlndin};  0:iuiula  to  the  depth  of  the  bays,  creeks, 
iriil  iinc.horjigos ;  to  Uh:  I'hici-k  which  are  stationed  tliere,  and  the  forts 
iiid  forlrcsRPs  wliic.li  liavit  been  erected  tliero;  the  disposition  a  itnd 
iLiiiilior  of  t)ie  inhaliitiiritx,  the  rusoarvos  with  i-ogard  to  provisions,  iiud 
ri  genenil  nil  t1i:it  itifoniKilion  wliich  may  promote  the  saccesa  of  the 
)|ieriiUoiifl.  It  is  e<]ii!ill.v  deairabtu  that  this  committee  should  have 
iiilliority  to  carry  on  iv  eorrcspondence  as  long  as  may  he  necessary  in 
lie  (liri'iiieiiL  piirt-s  of  the  continent  whence  this  infortnatioQ  can  be 
ibtiiiiii'il,  ill  onler  that  tlic  iiitolligence,  being  always  fresh,  the  C4>m- 
imiiders  of  tlie  expedilions  may  be  able  to  establish  their  plans  itpou 
Mire  liii.se.s.  Tlic  intniHter  of  France  requests  that  the  committee  may 
)e  uiiUiori/.cd  ((>  i^ominiiiiitiato  to  him  this  various  information,  so  far  as 
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two  nations,  olosely  united  for  the  purpose  of  brin|;^ing  their  combined 
enterprises  to  a  successful  issue,  will  seek  only  to  distinguish  them- 
selves by  their  zeal  aud  their  attachment  to  the  common  cause.* 

LUZKIINE. 


Qenet  to  J.  Adams,  t 

Versailles,  May  17, 1780. 

Monsieur:  O'est  avec  le  plus  grand  plaisir  que  jo  faciliterai  votre 
correspondance  et  que  j'accepte  les  offres  quo  vous  voulez  bieu  me  fairc, 
qui  entrent  coiiiplctement  dans  les  vues  de  notre  ministre.  Je  vous 
reponds  du  plaisir  avec  lequel  il  dounera  son  approbation,  pour  I'iinpres- 
sion  dans  le  Mercure,  i\  tout  ce  qui  nous  viendra  d'une  nussi  bonne 
main,  et  vous  ue  devez  pas  douter  du  secret  qui  sera  garde  sur  votre 
uom  pour  tout  autre  que  pour  Mouseigneur  le  comte  de  Vergenncs. 

Pour  avoir  par  mon  canal  les  pamphlets  qui  vous  seront  adrcsses, 
il  f;iut  que  M.  Francis  Bowens,  aprcs  les  avoir  reyus  de  Londres,  metto 
une  nouvelle  euveloppe  avec  mou  adresse,  et  remette  les  paquets  s\  M. 
de  Bowens,  directeur  des  postes  H,  Ostende.  Aussitot  que  je  les  aura! 
re9us  je  ne  manquerai  pas  do  vous  les  faire  passer.  IJach  bundle  of  the 
bigness  of  an  ordinary  octavo  booJc^  and  but  one  at  a  time. 

Les  details  sur  la  premiere  audience  du  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  out 
paru  dans  la  Gazette  de  France  etdans  le  Mercure.  Jo  vous  renvoye 
le  C'lhier  du  Journal  du  Congres.  Pormettezinoi  de  vous  observer  que 
le  Mercure  ne  paroit  qu'une  fois  la  semaine  et  que  hi  place  que  la  poli- 
tique doit  y  occuper  n'ost  pas  fort  considdrable.  Ainsi  il  convicndra 
que  vos  Essays  soiant  de  pen  de  longueur.  II  faut  qu'ils  ne  soientpas 
de  longue  haleiue  et  qu'ils  paroissout  plus  souvent.  Cette  nationci  lit 
tou^  ce  qui  est  court,  et  elle  aimo  la  variet6.  11  faut  saisir  son  gout 
pour  parvenir  t\  la  persuader, 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  etc.,  etc. 

Genet. 


J.  Adams  to  Oenet.t 

Paris,  May  17,  1780. 

Sir:  General  Coliway,  in  his  speech  in  the  ITouse  of  Commons  on  the 
Gth  of  May,  [aflirms  that  the  alliance  between  France  and  the  United 
States  is  not  natural.  Whether  it  is  or  not  is  no  doubt  a  great  ques- 
tion. In  order  to  determine  it,  one  should  consider  what  is  meant  by  a 
natural  alliance;  and  1  know  of  no  better  rule  than  this:  When  two 

*  For  tlio  proceedings  of  Conj^ross  on  the  subject  of  the  letter,  see  the  public  jour- 
uals  uader  tbe  date  of  May  19,  1760. 

tJ.  Adams*  Works,  172. 
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or  eDinity  Detweoii  iiatious  are  easily  ciiangei 
aud  as  essential  interests  alter.  Besides,  the 
perfidy  and  cruelty  of  the  English  towards  th 
have  taken  care  to  make  universally  felt  in 
course  of  years  past,  have  alienated  the  Aineri 
the  English ;  and  it  is  now  much  to  be  doubte 
Earopo  is  so  universally  aud  heartily  detestei 
trary,  most  of  the  other  uations  of  Europe  ha 
ility,  and  France  and  Spain  with  esteem,  c( 
which  has  greatly  changed  the  habits  of  the  A 

The  third  material  of  which  the  general  b 
guage.  This,  no  doubt,  occasions  many  diffici 
tion  between  the  allies;  but  it  is  lessening  eve; 
guage  was  ever  studied  at  once  by  so  many  p 
portion,  as  the  French  is  now  studied  in  Ai 
that  English  was  never  so  much  studied  in  F] 
lutiou ;  so  that  the  difllculties  of  understandin 
iug  every  day. 

Religion  is  the  fourth  part  of  the  barrier.    I 
first,  that  there  is  not  enough  of  religion  of  an 
in  power  in  England  to  make  the  Americans  i 
ondly,  that  what  religion  there  is  in  England 
religion  of  America  as  that  of  France.    The 
quite  a«  disagreeable  to  America  as  that  of 
sides,  the  Americans  know  very  well  that  the  i 
religion  by  conquest  and  of  making  proselytes 
is  lied  from  all  other  countries  of  the  world  in  i 
there  is  more  of  this  spirit  remaining  in  Engla 
And  the  Americans  had,  and  have  still,  more  : 
duction  of  a  religion  that  is  disagreeable  to 
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ops;  and  the  English  society  for  propogatiug  religion  in  foreign 
parts  has,  in  fact,  for  a  century  sent  large  sums  of  money  to  Amcric<'\ 
to  support  their  religion  there,  which  really  operated  as  a  bribe  u])on 
many  minds  and  was  the  principal  source  of  toryism.  So  that  upon 
the  whole  the  alliance  with  France  is  in  fact  more  natural,  as  far  ns 
religion  is  concerned,  than  the  former  connection  with  Great  Britain, 
or  any  other  connection  that  can  be  found. 

Indeed,  whoever  considers  attentively  this  subject  will  see  that  these 
three  circumstances  of  habit,  language,  and  religion  will  for  the  future 
operate  as  natural  causes  of  animosity  between  England  and  America, 
because  they  will  facilitate  migration.  The  loss  of  liberty,  the  decay 
of  religion,  the  horrible  national  debt,  the  decline  of  commerce  and  of 
political  importance  in  Europe  and  of  maritime  power,  wiiich  can  not 
but  take  place  in  England,  will  tempt  numbers  of  their  best  people  to 
emigrate  to  America;  and  to  this  fashion,  language,  and  religion  will 
contribute.  The  British  Government  will,  therefore,  see  themselves 
obliged  to  restrain  this  by  many  ways;  and  among  others  by  cultivat- 
ing an  animosity  and  hatred  in  the  minds  of  their  people  against  the 
Americans.  Nature  has  already  sufficiently  discovered  itself,  and  all 
the  world  sees  that  the  British  Government  have  for  many  years  not 
only  indulged  in  themselves  the  most  unsocial  and  bitter  passions 
against  Americans,  but  have  systematically  encouraged  them  in  the 
people. 

After  all,  the  circumstances  of  luodes,  language,  and  religion  have 
much  less  influence  in  determining  the  friendship  and  enmity  of  nations 
than  other  more  essential  interests.  Commerce  is  more  than  all  these 
and  many  more  such  circumstances.  Now,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
commercial  interests  of  England  and  America  will  forever  hereafter  be 
incompatible.  America  will  take  away,  or  at  least  diminish,  the  trade  of 
the  English  in  shipbuilding,  in  freight,  in  the  whale  fisheries,  in  the  cod 
fisheries,  in  furs  and  skins,  and  in  other  particulars  too  many  to  enum- 
erate. In  this  respect  America  will  not  interfere  with  France,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  will  facilitate  and  benefit  the  French  commerce  and  marine 
to  a  very  great  degree.  Here,  then,will  be  a  perpetual  rivalry  and  com- 
petition between  England  and  America  and  a  continual  source  of  ani- 
mosity and  war.  America  will  have  occasion  for  the  alliance  of  France 
to  defend  her  against  this  ill-will  of  England,  as  France  will  stand  in 
need  of  that  of  America  to  aid  her  against  the  natural  and  continual 
jealousies  and  hostility  of  England. 

The  boundaries  of  territory  will  also  be  another  constant  source  of 
disputes.  If  a  peace  should  unhappily  be  made  Icfiving  England  in 
possession  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  the  Floridas,  or  any  one  spot  of 
ground  in  America,  they  will  be  perpetually  encroaching  upon  the 
States  of  America;  whereas  France,  having  renounced  all  territorial 
jurisdiction  in  America,  will  have  no  room  for  (Controversy. 

The  people  of  America,  therefore,  whose  very  farmers  appear  to  have 
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lusiilpn^'l  Mm  iiitiT<'Kti4  of  ii:tlioii8  more  profoundly  tlmn  General  Oon- 
ay,  tint  niiivitrKtilly  iif  tli»  opinion  tbat  from  tlie  time  tliey  declared 
iciiisulves  iii<I('[icnil('nt  iiliitfliuid  became  ttieir  natoral  enemy,  and  as 
m  lias  jjccii  for  ci-nluriott  anil  will  be  ttie  natural  enemy  of  France 
111  ttio  nahiial  ally  of  mIIilt  natural  enemies  of  France,  America  be- 
tiiitt  tliu  iiaMiral  fiteiid  of  Franco  and  sUe  tUo  natural  friend  of  the 
nitcd  StaU'K — jiowcrH  naturally  united  against  a  common  enemy, 
lioso  iuteroistH  will  loii^  4;uiitiniiu  to  be  reciprocally  eecnred  and  pro- 
ott'd  hy  nuitiial  lVictidslii|i. 

It  id  very  Ktran^o  Hint  tlio  English  should  thus  dogiuatioally  jndgeof 
10  iiiU-rcKts  ofall  otlior  natioiifi.    Acconlitig  to  tliem,  the  Americans 

c,  and  have  bi.-cii  for  many  y.iars,  acting  directly  against  their  own 
itorettt;  Frani-ii  anil  >j|mjii  have  been  acting  against  their  own  iuter- 
it8;  Uollaiid  is  acliiig  against  her  own  interest;  Bussia  and  the 
>rt]iern  powers aio  all  ncling  against  their  own  interests;  Ireland  is 
;titig  af;ftiii»t  Iters,  ctu. ;  ro  that  there  is  only  that  little  island  of  the 
IkiIu  world  that  uiidi'r.staiida  tliotr  own  interest;  and  of  the  iahabit- 
intn  of  tthit,  tlio  comiiiiltL'CK  and  ossociatioDS  aud  assemblies  are  all 

tlio  isaiiic  crn>r  witli  lliu  rent  of  the  world;  so  that  there  remains 
ily  the  ministry  and  (heir  equivocal  and  undulating  majority  among 
I  the  iicopio  upon  tlm  faoe  of  the  earth  who  act  naturally  and  accord- 
g  to  tlieir  own  interests.  The  rest  of  the  world,  however,  think  that 
icy  nri<leisiari<l  thcniNi-lvcs  very  well,  and  that  it  is  the  Euglish  or 
-;otlisli  iimjorily  wlio  inu  niistaken.] 
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mine  to  protootthoir  flags,  ami  that  Iio  ^viIl  contiiiuo  faitliful  (o  IilHcn^^ngoiiuMit  until 
Eugloiid  shall  put  an  out!  to  thoso  oxactiotis  which  her  Mliipn  do  not  vcuho  to  ooinniil.; 
that,  in  fine,  his  Catholic  uinjcsty  accedes  to  the  other  nrticli's  of  the  dochirntion  pre- 
sented the  15th  of  April  hy  the  Sieur  de  Binoviof,  hut  flatters  liiiiiKclf  at  the  same 
time  that  for  what  concerns  the  hlockade  of  Qihraltar,  her  Iinporinl  niajoiity  will  pre- 
sorilK)  to  her  snl>Ject«  to  conform  themselves  to  the  restrictions  proposed  <  y  the  ordi- 
nance issncd  at  Madrid  the  13th  of  March  last. 

It  18  said  tliat*,  in  conformity  to  tbo  resolutions  taken  by  tboir  liigh 
iniglitinesses  tlio  25th  of  last  niontli,  the  Count  do  Wclderen  h\\s  pro- 
Kented  a  inomorial  to  Lord  Stormont,  who,  after  havinjr  run  it  over,  an- 
swered, **  that  be  would  lay  it  before  bis  majesty  and  request  bis  orders 
upon  tbe  subject,  altbougb  beforehand  be  could  iissn.ro  bini  that  the 
king  bigbly  approved  tbe  conduct  beld  by  Mr.  Fielding,  as  well  as  tbe 
manner  in  which  be  bad  executed  bis  orders,"  adding,  <*  that  at  London 
we  think  that  Mr.  Fielding  conducted  himself  according  to  tbe  tenor  of 
treaties,  and  that  it  was  tbe  Count  de  Byland  (bat  violated  them." 

This  answer  baring  given  rise  to  an  animated  conversation  between 
the  Count  de  Welderen  and  Lord  Stormont,  tbe  latter  employed  all  pos- 
sible arguments  to  prove  that  it  was  tbe  Count  de  Byland  who  bad 
been  tbe  aggressor,  while,  on  tbe  contrary',  tbo  ministi*r  of  their  bigb 
niigbtinesses  bad  asserted,  and  incontestably  prove<l,  *<  that  their  bigb 
mightinesses  bad  never  consented  that  any  ship  found  under  tbe  con- 
voy of  one  of  tb«*ir  vessels  of  war  should  bo  visited;  and  that,  conse- 
quently. Commodore  Fielding,  who  ought  not  to  have  been  ignorant  of 
tbe  treaties,  and  wbo,  nevertheless,  bad  so  manifestly  infringed  tbeni, 
bad  been  truly  the  aggressor  in  sending  out  bis  armed  boat." 

That  as  to  tbe  last  point  of  tbe  said  memorial  relative  to  tbe  libera- 
tion, without  any  form  of  process,  of  tbe  vessels  seized  sailing  under 
convoy  of  tbe  Count  de  Byland,  Lord  Stormont  answered,  **  tbo  way  of 
appeal  lay  open  to  tbe  parties  interested,  but  that  it  was  not  in  tbe 
power  of  bis  majesty  to  transgress  the  ordinary  forms  by  making  any 
alteration  in  tbe  decrees  pronounced  upon  this  occasion." 

Ireland,  altbougb  her  parliament  has  discovered  symptoms  of  timid- 
ity or  diffidence  in  postponing  tbe  great  question  to  Septemb(T,  has  iu)t 
yet  flnisbed  ber  role  upon  tbe  stage.  It  should  be  remembered,  first, 
tbat  she  ba^  postponed,  not  deternuned,  tbe  controversy.  Secondly, 
that  all  parties  in  tbe  bouse  united  in  declaring  their  sentiments  that 
Ireland  was  not  subject  to  any  foreign  legislation.  In  this  even  Mr. 
Foster,  wbo  is  reputed  tbo  ministerial  agent  in  tbe  bouse  of  commons, 
and  tbe  attorney-general  himself,  concurred.  Thirdly,  tbat  it  is  still  in 
contemplation  to  pass  a  mutiny  act  through  tbe  Irish  parliament,  which 
must  be  grounded  upon  tbe  supposition  tbat  tbe  English  mutiny  act  is 
not  binding;  and  whether  sucb  a  bill  shall  pass  or  not,  many  magis- 
trates will  not  execute  the  English  act.  Fourthly,  the  volunteers  of 
tbe  liberty  of  Dublin  have  resolved  unanimously,  on  the  2Gtb  of  Ai)ril, 
tb.it  it  is  inexpedient  to  remain  any  longer  under  tlie  command  of  his 
grace  tbe  Duke  of  Leinster.     Fifthly,  tbe  body  of  lawyers,  on  tbe  30tb 
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lit'  Apiit,  admitted  Mi.  (Iriithin  iw  nil  liouorary  member  of  tbcir  society, 
iirid  iiiKtiiiinoiiHly  voted  an  atldicsa  to  him,  wbicb,  vtitb  liis  answer,  Uou- 

(...'««  «-ill  Ht-e. 

I  am  VIT.V  sorry  it  is  not  i  ri  my  jwffor  to  oucloso  to  Uougnss  tbo  Eng- 
IIkIi  ]ia[><Ts  tiiliT  lliiiti  tlio  /itti,  bpcaitsc  tbey  uoiitalii  iutolligenco  of  im- 
|iorliui<'.(i  ttliii^li  i.s  rnviit-iiblu  to  us  from  the  West  ImHes.  But  tbo 
liiu^kct  from  liiMiiliin  In  UkIcikI  was  btkou  by  i\  FrcticU  privntcer  aud 
tuiiricd  iiilo  Diiiikiik  iifli-rltio  miiil  bail  been  uatit  into  tlie  aea. 
I  bavc  tlm  Ijonor  to  bo,  etc., 

Jguh.Adahs. 


J.  Adama  to  V«Benn«B.* 

Paris,  Stay  19, 1780. 

.Sift :  I  1ii»'(!  tlic  Iioiioi'  to  eiicloso  a  fe\t  iinws|)a|)on},  reccircc]  by  tbe 
liiHt  jJOHt  fruui  ISurttoii  by  Lim  w»y  of  UilUoa.  Tbero  fa  very  little  uews, 
1  itave  Ic'ltcrt)  u»  lale  ait  tlie  ZTLli  of  Mai'eb. 

The  moHt  rcmarkablo  tiling  in  tlie  IVniiaylvaiiia  Gazette  is  thai  tlic 
great  »(<al  of  the  jiroviiKtu  of  I'etniHylvaiiia  waa  brougbt  into  tbo  bouse 
of  the  as.scmlily  ol'  ttiat  Utatu  and  by  order  of  tbo  boiisu  defaceil  and 
cut  to  i>icwa,  wliiish,  In  be  sure,  is  no  pioof  of  n  desire  to  go  back  to 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Pauis,  Mai/  20,  1780. 

Sir  :  As  my  EngliHb  papers  coiitiiining  tho  debates  on  tlie  Otb  of  tliis 
iiioiith  on  General  Conway's  motion  are  lost  in  the  sea,  1  shall  [i^ive 
Congress  the  several  acconnts  of  them  from  the  foreign  ga/.e(tes.  That 
of  The  Jiagne  gives  tiie  following  acconnt  of  the  General's  cliscour;se: 

Two  puivcrfiil  iiiotivoH  have  iiiduood  mo  to  iiiidurtiiko  tlio  forinntion  of  this  bill ; 
tho  iiidiHpuuiablo  iiocos^iify  in  which  wo  Hiul  oiirsolvoH  to  iiiiiko  x><:nco  with  Aiuorica 
and  tho  favorablo  disposition  in  which  I  snppono  America  to  bo. 

To  bIiow  tho  uatiiro  of  tho  horrible  war  which  I  propose  to  put  an  ond  to  it  is 
necessary  to  go  back  to  its  origin.  I  find  it  in  that  conimittoo  of  darkness  whicli  met 
in  this  House  lifteeu  years  ago  at  midnight.  This  company  of  black  conspirators,  who 
^dotted  in  their  conventicle  the  destruction  of  tho  Uritinh  Kmpire  and  sowed  the  seed 
of  all  tho  evils,  of  all  tho  disgraces,  and  of  all  the  insults  under  which  England  and 
America  have  groaned  from  tho  fatal  moment  in  which  this  senseless  connnittee 
conceived  the  extravagant  idea  of  drawing  a  rovenno  from  tho  colonics  b}'  taxing 
subjects  in  a  House  where  they  had  no  representatives.  Tluink  Heaven  I  have  no  re- 
proach to  mako  to  myself!  1  opposed,  in  tho  timo  of  it,  this  horrible  measure  and 
predicted  the  fatal  elTects,  and  I  have  tho  chagrin  to  see  all  my  predictions  accom- 
jdishod.  From  error  to  error,  from  one  false  measure  to  another,  wc  arrived  to  the 
brink  of  a  precipice,  down  to  tho  bottom  of  which  we  feel  ourselves  irresistibly  hur- 
rietl  by  the  weight  of  our  debts. 

From  tho  tinie  that  tho  word  indepeudeuoe,  coming  from  America,  resounded  in 
this  House  we  liavo  endeavored  to  evince  that  the  Americans  ]ia<l  originally  this 
independence  in  view.  Nevertheless  tho  events  have  deuu)nstrated  that  nothing 
was  further  from  their  idea.  When  I  express  myself  tliUH  I  speak  of  Americans  in 
general.  I  preleud  not  to.  insinuate  that  there  wore  not  among  them  mnne  men  of 
inferior  rank  who  have  thought  that  they  saw  their  present  interest  in  the  independ- 
ence of  their  country.  In  so  vast  a  country  it  is  impo>silde  that  there  nhould  not  bo 
found  some  such  seusoless  men,  and  I  shouM  bo  more  senseh^ss,  moreab.surd  than  the 
alwurdest  of  them  all  if  1  could  doubt  of  it  a  moment.  Hut  again,  once  more,  the  mass 
of  the  nation  did  not  aim  at  independence.  When  wo  had  forced  tiiis  peaceable 
people  to  a  Just  resistance,  what  happened  here?  Our  lawyers  opened  the  road  of 
error;  wo  never  inquired  how  we  could  appease  these  rising  troubles.  Gravo  men, 
distinguished  by  the  most  eminent  talents  and  by  the  most  inlluential  oOices,  talked 
of  conquest  and  submission.  **  The  Rubicon  is  ]>asse<l,*'  said  they  ;  **  the  sword  is 
drawn;  if  you  do  not  kill  them  they  will  kill  you."  Tho  lawyers  were  powerfully 
seconded  by  tho  reverend  ministers  of  a  religion  which  teaches  peace  and  reeoni- 
mends  brotherly  love.  The  robe  and  the  mitre  animating  us  in  concert  to  inaHHacre, 
wo  plunged  our«elvea  into  rivers  of  blood,  spreading  ti^rror,  devaMtatioii,  and  death 
over  the  whole  continent  of  America;  exhausting  ourHelves  at  home  boMiof  men  and 
money,  dishonoring  forever  our  annals,  wo  became  tho  objects  of  horror  in  the  eyes 
of  indignant  Europe  I  It  was  our  reverend  prelates  who  led  on  this  dance,  which 
may  be  Justly  styled  the  dance  of  death!  Those  reverend  prelates  have  a  terrible 
account  to  give  to  their  country  and  to  their  consciences;  they  have  opened  upon 
them  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  who  have  justly  styled  them  the  rotten  part  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

Such  is  the  horrid  war  which  we  have  mniniained  for  five  yonrs.  What  have  been 
its  horrible  fruits!  A  ruinous  war  to  sustain  a<rainst  the  two  branches  of  tho  house 
of  liourbon ;  we  are  crushed  under  tho  burden  of  an  inunense  debt;  at  war  with 
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iiirii;  lit  war  iritli  Si>itlii,  vrlUiont  Imvlng  aainglOBllf  or  m 
111,  Dii  llii!  cimlrnry,  Muoiiig  iliBiiiioU;  »diI  wliliont  doubt 
t  iliri'c'.tly  or  liicUreotly  lii  k  mADiicr  abaulHtolyodiilrkry  to 
L  II  JioHtilii  iiialinor,  tlioro  aro  nuiio,  Dveii  down  to  tlie  Utile 

1>:iiitr.tc,  nml  of  Hamliiirg,  who  aro  not  agiUnatni  t  Tlijg 
I  wiiLvi  Hiill,  wo  BOO  Ilollaiiil,  our  ii*tun>I  mlly,  opposed  lo 
iiM  t)iiiHli|:1itFstBiii!iM>T.  Wo  arc  prociaolj  at  thia  moment 
111  rli^wir,  ilotitchod  I17  tlio  liloodliuiindB  from  lliu  rat  of  lltu 
ir  <»ir  Hitiinlioii  in  torrlblc,  we  need  uot  balievo  tliat  tliu 
rH  ti|i<iii  ImmIh of  roHOB ;  fnTfroin  it,  nnditis  from  tbo  lioaoiti 
:1i  iwiiirjt  llio  rny  uf  lioiis  which  iu  my  o]iiui»ii  ahiuoB  upoii 
i  lorrod  tliniii  to  outitriuit  nil  alliniico  wltU  France.    This 

iiiil  iim,  hnliit,  likn};iinKo,  nod  roliglim  all  cotispln  to  rnlse 
iind  Aiiirrivft;  all  tend  to  bind  again,  lietwooii  England  niid 
lii'ii't<iri)ro  fiirtiinnte  and  happy.  Tho  AinorioaiiB  havo  not 
:iinit  nlly  tlin  friend  that  they  BOiiKlit  in  him ;  they  liavD  m 
tlio  l.iMo  iif  Ik  king.  Tlioy  prefoc  the  ropnblicaD  loBtitiitiuns 
liry  mil  i)vi)rl«iMlo*l  willi  an  Iminouao  debl,  the  hiinlcn  of 
•riiii'il  riitwiird  to  llghton  fur  tlicm.  Their  paper  money  is 
'  dfprrcintiini  that  tlii'y  have  given  forty  dDllnra  in  pRp«r 
rlh  fcmr  HhilllngB  and  Hix  ihtiicc.  Tlie  (rrcatoat  port  nmong 
nnii.v  iif  Ihiiso  who  have  made  theniBolvod  iiiMton  of  powor, 
Inrni.ioii  <i(  Uiu  nncicnt  form  of  guvenimont;  tliiur  lroo|Mi 
iilhnl,  liiLvii  hupii  ri'dnuod  to  aiiali  ilroadful  extremitioo,  tliat 
>ntHc^  iiTit  riitiguini!  inaroli,  thoj  Baw  tlionmolvoa  rcduceil  to 
r  iirum  II  day ;  as  for  tlio  rMt,  tbolr  nlDoa  know  ns  nincli 
.  Tri'iidiman,  dintinfcnishcd  by  liln  taloata,  m 


ii'lr  iIihIivwi  from  nliii 
.  IImh  liny.      Wii  Iiilv.' 
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despatch  is  tlio  same  with  tho  bracketed  portion  of  letter  to  M.  Genet 
May  17,  1780,  supra.] 

'   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adam^;. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Presideiit  of  Congress/ 

Paris,  May  20  1780. 

Sir:  In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  Otli  of  May,  General  Conway 
read  ihe  title  and  explained  the  clauses  of  his  proposed  bill  for  recon- 
ciliation or  peace  with  America.  It  consisted  in  the  repeal  of  all  the 
acts  which  have  revolted  America.  He  desired  that  the  Uouse  would 
receive  it,  add  to  it,  subtract  from  it,  modify  and  alter  it,  as  they  pleased. 

Lord  Nugent  agreed  to  the  necessity  of  doing  something  which  should 
give  Great  Britain  a  hope  of  reconciliation  wMth  America.  lie  did 
not  approve  the  tenor  of  the  bill,  although  he  seconded  the  motion,  but 
invited  the  house  to  prepare  one. 

It  is  certain  [said  Lord  Nugent]  that  in  the  alarming  Rituation  wo  aro  in  it  is  of 
decisive  importance  to  malce  peace  with  America,  for  in  fact  we  have  notliing  but 
her;  there  does  not  remain  to  us  one  power  in  Europe,  and  wliat  is  wornc,  an  nrniod 
neutrality  ap^ainst  tlio  spirit  of  treaties,  spoatcing  tho  language  of  neutral  )>o\vcr8,  nee- 
onds  efBcaciously  the  powers  who  are  our  oneniies.  It  is  about  twenty  yearn  that  tlie 
state  of  affairs  is  considerably  changed  in  Kuro|M3 ;  it  is  tho  King  of  PruHsia  wlio  lias 
effected  this  revolution.  Considering  tho  turn  which  affairs  have  taken  under  Iiis 
roign,  Prussia  gives  actually  as  much  umbrage  to  the  houso  of  Austria  as  tho  Iiouhc  of 
]3ourbon  gave  it  heretofore ;  so  tliat  on  the  one  hand  tho  difference  of  interests,  on  tlio 
other  tlie  influence  of  certain  courts,  and  in  several  other  cabinets  a  profound  indif- 
ference, have  totally  turned  what  is  called  the  balance  of  power;  nevertheless,  if 
those  of  the  princes  of  Europe  who  ought  to  sustain  us  contemplate  coldly  our  fall, 
they  have  not  only  renonnoed  the  principles  of  honor,  hut  they  have  even  lost  out  of 
sight  their  proper  interests;  for  if  they  suffer  the  house  of  JSourbon  to  become  the 
first  maritime  power  of  Europe,  their  stat438  must  in  their  turn  partake  of  our  fall ; 
but  they  occupy  tliemselvos  with  momentary  interests,  and  snerifice  to  transient  con- 
siderations those  solid  and  permanent  interests  which  wise  men  never  lose  sight  of. 

By  comparing  this  speech  with  the  declaration  of  Lord  Nugent's  re- 
pentance for  having  called  us  rebels  and  the  ode  to  mankind,  and  alto 
gether  with  the  true  state  of  facts  and  political  interests  of  the  world 
at  present,  we  shall  see  that  his  lordship  is  more  of  a  poet  and  an 
honest  man  than  he  is  of  a  great  statesman  ;  for,  in  the  first  jdace,  the 
armed  neutrality  is  not  against  the  spirit  of  treaties.  In  the  next  place, 
it  is  not  in  fact  the  King  of  Prussia,  but  the  United  States  of  America, 
who  have  ellected  the  revolution  in  the  political  system  and  the  vari- 
ation in  the  balance  of  power.  Thirdly,  it  is  not  because  certain  })ow(»rs 
contemplate  coldly  the  fall  of  England,  but  because  they  see  England 
is  unable  to  stand  in  the  rank  she  once  held,  and  that  there  is  a  new 
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lowcrarisiii;;  in  I  ho  w«st,  in  wliivit  tliey  are  nlliiiterostct),  who  willuot 
inly  iniiiiitiun  lier  jironml,  but  ndvnnco  with  a  rapidity  tliat  bas  no 
xiiiiipli',  anil  that  it  is  tlio  interest  of  all  the  powers  that  tio  one  or 
lii'in  Ntioiiltl  liavo  an  cxdiiHivc  monopoly  of  the  commerce  or  polit- 
i'.al  wcif^ht  of  lliLK  rising;  slate  that  stlmutnte  Uiem  to  favor  it. 

Itiit  it.  i»  really  Kiirprisiiitr  to  observe  how  fuw  persoua  tliore  are  in 
'ln{;l:ni<l  wlin  Itavo  n>lli-t.|i'il  upon  the  presout  statu  of  the  world,  ami 
imc  liiiil  sagiidly  en'mj;''  to  (icnetrate  the  true  ]>ri]iciplcB  of  its  policy. 

Mr.  I'}(li-n  followcil  Iw>nl  Nugent  in  the  dobtito,  and  iudt'lged  himself 
u  Kpdvliii};  witli  I  III!  lliiwuiHof  rlietoric  and  ploasaiitries  of  wit,  without 
iiany  Milid  oliscrvatiuiis  tliat  desorvo  Qoticu.  It  may  not  be  improi>er 
(I  rciiinrk  two  or  thitw  tliiiiKS,  liowever: 

III  i;i'ii«ral  [Iip  Mny«|  Itif  iilijfrt.  of  Hui  IioudtaMd  iiiomlicr <0fiDem1  Coiiwftf )  is 
xlri'iiinly  |iniiiiciviirt1iy,  Imi,  i.lin  |ire)iciit  niuiiunt  ia  iiot  i>ro)i«r  for  the  poranltof  it; 

ti Cut.  I'vvNi'ul  lU.al  J'iulinuu'iiloaii  my  n-e  nill  grnut  tkia  oc  will  rafnseUiftt, 

x^i'iiii'.K  till']-  link  iKilliliig  of  iiH,  Kvury  iiiiHulicileil  nifur  mill  bo  regftrded  aa  Atooit 
CHI r<":si<>ii  (>r«iir  wi^.'kkiii'Ki;  ;i  iiHrlpK!)  iiiolriiiiieut  111  Mm  liniida  of  the  w«ll-liil«ii- 
inni'd  iiiliiiliilaiili,  it  wilt  1«'i'iimi<\  nil  olTciisive  Kiiil  dutigcmiis  Ann  In  the  hmidsor 
laii^irKK,  Hi"  iin|>iii  laiil  f'lr  Oii'  I'lVHRut  tu  Iflavo  thudcnloit  in  tUo  «(]niU)iriom  whore 
lir.v  ;iii'.  'I'l"'  rc'lmri  nf  llio  Aiin'iicntia  ti>  the  aiiitKi'stioiis  of  il'itj  »diI  lojaltf  now 
i villi's  till'  I'liiiiiiK'iit  liy  iliiiiiiiinliinj;  llio  iinmberor  tlio  siipjiorters  of  reltelllon,  now 
Imkrii  111  iiH  I  I'll  1 1".  Ill  Kuril  i-ii'i'iiiiinltiiiice)!  a  iiiniil;  conniloaco,  wisdom,  aikI  nml- 
r;iiiTiii  iii:iy  iiiiiko  (liii  b^iLiiu  i<  tiu.liiiu  to  our  side,  rrecipilntion  in  our  conDoilH, 
latiira  .iiid  impriideDt  ovortures,  iniiy 


MAY  20,  1780.  095 

Lonl  George  Germain  said  : 

If  oar  reconciliatioD  with  America  dopendod  upon  tbe  rosigDAtioii  of  tlio  present 
minisiera,  aud  they  were  convinced  of  the  oflicacy  of  this  measure,  I  aoi  persuaded 
they  would  take  it  ananimously  forthwith.  Mostcertainly  all  good  uien  in  the  king- 
dom ought  to  wish  that  peace  ho  made  upon  honorable  and  advantageous  terms. 
This  is  the  wisli  of  my  heart,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  its  accomplishment  is  not  far 
off.  This  is  not  speculatiou  ;  my  opiuiou  is  founded  upon  fresh  advices.  I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  the  moment  of  reeonciliatiou  is  not  far  distant.  The  state  of  )>rofound 
distress  to  which  the  Americans  find  themselves  reduced  has  brought  them  back,  if 
not  to  duty  in  general,  at  least  to  reflection  and  to  a  knowledge  of  their  true  intrr- 
ests;  and  I  can  assure  the  House  that  the  greatest  number  not  only  desire  to  return  to 
their  allegiance,  but  express  the  desire  of  it,  and  testify  that  they  are  ready  to  soizo 
a  favorable  opportunity,  aud  would  not  wait  for  any  opportunity  if  they  were  not  held 
in  by  the  tyranny  of  those  who  have  made  themselves  masters  of  x)()wor.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Congress  will  ever  appear  disposed  to  enter  into  treaty;  but  the  misery 
of  the  people — but  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  money — bnt  the  burden  of  debt  under 
which  the  community  staggers — but  the  repugnance  which  all  orders  of  the  people 
testify  for  the  alliance  which  they  have  made  them  contract  with  France,  the  little 
utility  which  this  alliance  has  been  of  to  America,  all  announce,  in  line,  that  the 
different  assemblies  of  that  continent  will  not  be  long  before  they  come  to  terms. 

It  is  really  dilBcuIt  to  say  what  epithets  ought  to  bo  given  to  tliis 
speech.  When  a  minister  of  a  great  nation  can  rise  in  its  great  coun- 
cil, and  with  so  much  cold  blood,  so  much  solemnity,  and  sucli  ap])oar- 
ance  of  reflection  and  deliberation  anirin  sucli  things,  what  sliall  we 
sayt 

The  absurdity  of  his  distinctions  is  not  less  remarkable  than  the 
grossness  of  his  misinformation  respecting  facts,  that  Congress  will 
not  treat,  but  the  several  assemblies  will.  Is  not  Congress  tiie  cjtji- 
ture  of  the  assemblies!  Do  not  the  assemblies  create  tlie  members  of 
Congress  everj'  year.  Can  not  they  anniiiihite  them  ever^' moment! 
Can  not  the  assemblies  instruct  their  members  of  Congress!  Can  not 
the  people  instruct  their  members  of  assembly  t  Dut  it  is  endless  to 
remark.  The  same  system  of  fraud  and  misrepresentation  which  first 
deceived  Great  Britain  into  this  controversy  and  war  with  Ainoric;i 
still  deceives  them  into  the  continuance  of  it,  and  will  deceive  them  to 
their  ruin.  This  should  be  the  less  afflicting  to  America,  as,  since  t  here, 
is  every  reason  to  think  thjit  Great  Britain  will  be  hereafler  our  n;it- 
ural  and  habitual  enemy,  disposed  to  war  with  us  whenev(»r  she  <!:in, 
the  more  completely  she  is  exhausted,  liumbled,  and  abased  before 
the  peace  the  securer  we  shall  bo  forever  after. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adami^?. 

P.  S. — The  charge  (raflaires  of  Denmark  has  notified  to  the  min 
istry  at  Stockholm,  the  28tli  of  April,  that  this  court  had  acceded  to 
the  armed  neutrality  to  which  the  Empress  of  Ifussia  luul  invited  it, 
and  he  has  requested,  in  consequence,  in  thennnieof  his  sovereign,  his 
Swedish  majesty,  to  enter  into  the  same  confederalion.  Although  no 
positive  answer  has  iisyct  been  given  him,  it  is  iu».vertheless  not  at  all 
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I  that  Sncdcii  will  concur  with  tin  other  neatnil  niMitiiee 
torcatniiii  tbo  cxvesspfi  of  llto  armed  sbips  and  cmtaers  of  tlie 
«r>t  iiowcrs;  nil  cxccns  of  which  the  reocoanter  of  the  frigate 
witli  a  cniiaer  from  Mnlioii  I'ltiiiwbad  anew  axaniple,  as  wasre- 
at  Uiu  bead  of  the  rcliitioii  wliiohtlieooart  ba*  imbliaiieilor  iL 

I.  A. 


[TriuulAUaa.]       . 

PniLADBLPHU,  Jfoy  2I,1TB0. 
You  will  he  informed  I>y  the  liorquU  do  la  Fayette  of  tbe 
Mi  mloi>U-d  l>.v  tlio.UniigrcaarolatiTe  to  the  operations  of  tbe  nut 
;ti.     I  wilt  not  outer  into  a  dotnll  with  req>eoC  to  tbetn.    I  cou- 
4(.'1f  to  nsHiiro  your  excellency  of  tbe  eageraeasaf  tny  coontrymeii 
I  in  your  siicccns,  of  the  zcfti  wblok  aoimate*  them  for  the  cause 
oil  BO  f^loriously  defcnil,  mid  of  tbe  deeiro  I  have  to  receive  your 
iiid  onlcm  in  evcrytliiucr  in  which  yoa  shall  believe  that  I  nu^  , 
lite  to  tlio  micceKS  of  the  cnniliined  operations, 
lisive  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


Duma*  to  tbe  Fieildant  of  OoBsraaa.! 

TUK  IlAOUB,  jtfdtf  Sa,  178G. 
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thoy  may  wish  to  draw  from  that  comiiiorcc,  whether  it  bo  tho  every 
fifth  or  third  seaman ;  and  that  though  all  have  not  signed  it,  no  one 
will  dare  to  oppose  it.  This  address  will  be  presented  next  week,  and 
if  1  can  have  a  oo]>y  of  it  soon  enough  1  will  add  hereto  a  copy  or 
translation. 

We  ilsitter  ourselves  soon  to  see  Mr.  Laurens  arrive  here,  as  we  have 
been  assured.  It  is  time  for  the  politics  as  well  as  for  the  credit  of 
America  that  some  person  as  distinguished  as  himself  should  come 
here.  He  cau  not.  yet  display  a  public  character ;  but  his  presence  will 
do  none  the  less  good  among  the  friends  of  America  in  this  country.  I 
wish  he  was  already  with  us. 

i  was  going,  sir,  to  close  this  packet  when  I  received  the  visit  of  IM. 
Van  de  Perre,  partner  of  M.  Meyners,  who  form  together  the  most 
eminent  commercial  house  at  Middlebourg,  in  Zealand.  He  begs  mo. 
to  support  the  claim  that  he  has  made  through  Messrs.  T.  de  Neufville 
&  Son,  and  by  another  way  also,  to  Congress  on  the  ship  BcrJccnhoSy 
bound  from  Liverpool  to  Leghorn,  and  loaded  with  herrings  and  lead 
for  Dutch  and  Italian  account,  taken  by  John  Paul  Jones,  captain  of 
the  Continental  frigate /L//iance.  M.  Van  de  Perre  is  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished family  in  Zealand,  director  of  the  East  India  Company', 
nephew  of  M.  Van  Berckel,  first  counselor  peusionary  of  Amstenlam, 
the  brave  republican  of  whom  all  my  letters  make  mention,  and  who 
is  the  great  friend  of  Americans.  I  have  no  need  to  say  anything 
more  to  recommend  the  affair  of  this  vessel  to  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

DUiMAS. 


FraiikUii  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Passy,  il/ajy22,  1780. 

Sir:  The  Baron  d'Arendt,  colonel  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
having  expressed  to  me  a  de^sire  of  returning  to  the  service  in  America, 
though  not  entirely  cured  of  his  wound  which  occasioned  his  voyage  to 
Buropcf  1  endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from  (he  undertaking.  Hut  he 
having  procured  a  letter  to  me  from  M.  de  Vergennes,  of  which  I  send 
your  excellency  a  copy  herewith,  I  have  been  induced  to  advance  him 
twenty-five  loiiis  d'ors  towards  enabling  him  to  i)roce(».d.  To  justify 
his  long  absence,  he  inten<ls  Iay>"^  before  Congress  some  letters  from 
William  Lee,  which  lie  tliinks  will  be  sunicient  for  that  purpose. 
With  grcjit  respect,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


•MSS.  Dop.of  StJit^;    2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  102;    8  SparkH'  Frauklin, 'ir,r»;  7 
Bigolovv's  Franklin,  GU. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  Praaldant  of  CongreBB.* 

Paris,  Mas  23, 17W. 

Sin:  Tiic;  ]iiiblic  papiTR  announce  tbnt  all  the  mariltme  powers  have 
:;c('iU'il  to  tlio  in'oposilioii  of  ]{ut)sia  reapecting  an  armed  neutrality. 
Tlio  iuticlc  from  Sloi-kliolin  is  of  tlie  2d  of  May  : 

lliir  cniirt  linH  iti;c'i-[)ii-it  iliv  [ilnn  iit  au  ariucd  iioiitrolity  irblob  tho  BmpreMof  nil 
IK  KiiiuiuH  lini  iirnpiiHi'rl  In  ji :  ati<l  in  coDMqiieDce  lina  givon  orders  to  oinip  six 
iiir>  nliipH  of  rlio  linn;  Hn  lliiil  iinrnnvitl  force  will  oODoInt,  liho  tli&l  of  Doiininrk,  of 
\  Klii]m  cjf  ilii)  liiii;  mid  hix  frij-iili-B,  wliarouf  six  veMd*  of  wftT  will  reaikiii  Id  the 
lit  nr  (.'nilHKi'oiin,  M|iii|i|ii'il  itiiit  ronily  to  bo  employed  oa  tlie  flnt  order. 
Tlin  ni't.iclo  IVoin  <vO)iciili:iKitn  ia  of  tlie  Ittli  of  M»y : 

Thouiiiirt  linn  nri;i-ilc-c[  (c>  llio  |iroiio«ilioti  of  lior  niojeity  tlie  RmpreH  of  Rnnl*  It) 
jinril  to  nil  nviiioil  ni'iilmlity,  :iiiil  io  coaHqiieiiee  lliey  ato  busy  in  taklnK  meMun* 
r  IIki  ivrm:immt.  Iti'iidrH  lUn  I'liiir  vomeU  of  tlie  lluo  aud  the  two  IHgatet  wlilob 
ii>y  i>qiii|i|ie<l,  lliii  i-iiiirt  Inivo  fiirllini'  [iiit  In  comiiiiiwiuii  two  other  abliM  of  the  line, 
if.lgllaail,  iif  ti'ji^iiiin,  ;itiil  tli'<  .1/'ii>,  iif  Sixty,  And  thoy  aro  tukiDgallpoaslblep«iiM, 
■Ml  \wtn  mill  in  Nni  wuv  iiinl  in  tli«  olbor  provJDCOH  of  tbU  klDgdom,  to  recruit  the 

iiiiliiTnriiicii -A-H-inty  fiT  iIiIh  nnnniiinnt.    Tno  of  onr  Bli<ps  of  the  line,  the   >!'•- 

irri  niid  ilif>  ItiMii.  iniHsid  iiiiii  ili«  rxmd  iMt  SstnnUy.  The  Mine  day  Captain  Zier- 
<t:r1,  ciniiiiimiiliiip;  n  liij;iiti',  not  Nitil  with  the  ulUcera  and  crewa  neceMary  to  bring 
TK  till)  two  Mi-nlfA  wlilrli  iii'u  ikl  r'rcdorJckeham,  iu  Norway.  The  ItnagUu  ebipaof 
AT.  (Jii]ilaiii  ■'^  I 'I'll  dill',  w  Iki  lins  » iuturoil  hero,  luid  the  fijgate  of  the  wiuio  nation 
riiitii  N'lirwiiy,  Mt  Rail  yontorday  for  robersboTgh. 
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relative  to  tho  onphiro  of  nonio  Dntoli  ycsscIs  niifl  the  instilt  oflfcrod  to  tlio  tiaff  of  the 
ropablic  hy  Comtnodoro  Fiehling.  It  in  believed  that  th'm  nfTair  will  be  ti^riiiiiiatod 
to  the  iiintnal  satisfaction  of  the  two  parties,  and  that  tliis  negotiation  may  woU 
serve  to  pave  the  way  to  a  reconciliation  among  the  powcrH  at  war,  to  which  there  is 
no  doubt  England  wonld  sincerely  agree  npon  honorable  conditions. 

I  have  tbo  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

P.  8. — A  second  division  is  said  to  be  preparing  at  Brest  of  several 

ships  of  the  line  and  several  thousand  men. 

J.  A. 


Vergenned  to  S.  Adams.* 
[Translation.] 

VeusaillKs,  May  24, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  two  letters  wiiich  you  have  done  me  tiio 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  th(t  12th  and  lOtii  of  the  ])resent  month.  1  had 
no  need  of  your  apology  to  induce  me  to  render  justice  to  the  patriotic 
sentiments  with  which  you  are  animated,  i^ou  understand  tiie  interestJ^ 
and  enffagemonta  of  your  country,  and  1  am  jiersuadcd  you  will  never 
have  any  other  object  than  to  consolidate  both  the  one  and  the  other. 
You  can  judge  by  this,  sir,  what  confidence  we  place  in  your  principles 
and  what  security  we  feel  beforehand  as  to  the  conduct  you  will  hold 
in  case  the  court  of  Jjondon  should  propose  to  you  overtures  of  concili- 
ation. 

I  ofler  you  many  thanks  for  the  American  gazettes  which  you  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  send  me.  I  will  take  care  that  they  shall  all  be 
returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

1)K   VKROKNNinH. 


Report  of  a  Committee  of  Congress  on  a  Confercnco  with  the  French  Min- 
ister.! 

In  (JoNGiiKSS,  May  24,  1780. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  minister  of  France  on  the 
subject  of  supplies  and  other  matters  mentioned  in  this  appointment 
report  as  follows: 

in  their  first  conference  with  the  minister  he  mentioned  his  solicitude 
to  procure  the  necessary  provisions  for  the  lleet  and  army  of  his  most 
OliriRtiau  majesty ;  that  he  wished  to  render  every  step  he  should  take 
on  this  subject  con  form  able  to  the  designs  of  ()()n«rr('ss  and  conducive  to 
the  support  of  the  combined  forces;  that  he  would  therefore  lay  before 
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ic  corniiiittec  Mt«  iiK';i.«iin>n  tlint  lie  had  alrcndy  onti-rcd  inlo,  aui]  was 
■sipiiis  to  iitirtw  ii|iou  any  |>lii>i  for  our  inuliinl  benoflt  wliioli  we  shoulil 
link  it  |iM>|iur  to  lulnpt. 

TtDit  pHM-iouH  to  our  aiipoiiitnieiit,  the  inomoiita  being  predous,  lie 
id()e.si>iilclic'<laii!iKi?iiL  tn  consult  tbecoinmaudci'-ia-otiief  and  tioneral 
rceiiu  (111  the  Rubject  of  8ii|)|ilie8,  niid  would  inform  us  of  tlieirsenti- 
I'ltlH  iit  bi»  rctiini ;  tlial  lo^t  liis  iiarcliaaca  uiigbt  interfere  with  tboso 
liicli  tlio  Slal«R  fliioiilil  inxko  oil  account  of  tbe  contJnent,  be  bad 
lOiiKlit  it  most  iiilvlsiihlc  to  let  the  wbole  business  pass  through  their 
imis,  and  had  acdonlinjily  wrilten  to  Governor  Trumbull  forallinitvd 
i]i]ily  of  \wy-f,  jiorli,  and  niittlon,  Icavingit  to  bis  option  either  to  bo 
lid  in  l)illR  npon  I'^raiiiT,  R|iori<>,  or  Oontincntal  bills  of  credit. 
Tlio  ooinniitLi'c  liiive  Klatcd  Ibis  information,  that  Congress  may,  if 
n-y  Hbonid  Ilnd  it  ncrvssary,  give  tliom  their  directions  before  tlioy 
f:(;st  any  plan  with  the  ininiKtcr  of  Franco  on  the  return  of  his  agent. 
TIk)  uoiiiinittco  conreivo  tlii^  cstnldiuhnicnt  of  posla  nud  cxprcsnes, 
lio  Hliall  bring  the  eiirlicHl.  intelligence  of  the  arrivnl  of  the  Heet  of  oar 
ly  and  the  inotiuns  of  the  enemy,  nti  ho  necessary  to  the  right  applica- 
;)n  of  onr  forro,  that  they  Knhinit  the  following  resolution  t 
Kemilrcil,  Tlnit  tho  nom.uittui^  of  intolligGnco  be  directed  to  establish 
;;nlar  jiosts  to  and  froni  tlie  ditl'ercut  parts  of  the  seaco.ists  of  this 
iritiiii'nt,  lioin  (Jharh^.ston  to  Itoston,  in  sncli  manner  as  will  moat  cf- 
I'.liially  iTocurc  infiirin)itii>ti  of  the  approach  of  the  fleet  of  our  ally 
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And  whereas  it  is  proper  to  insike  provision  for  repairing  any  dam- 
age which  the  fleets  of  our  ally  may  susUiin  by  stornn;!  or  otherwise : 

Itesolvedy  That  the  board  of  a<1mira1ty  be  directed  to  cause  ii^  many 
msists,  yards,  and  sj)nr8  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  above  imr* 
I>oses  to  be  procured. 

Resolvedj  That  they  may  be  also  directi*d  to  settle  signals  with  the 
commanding  officers  of  any  ship  or  .ships  of  our  ally  which  may  now 
or  shall  hereafter  be  upon  the  cotvsts  of  tlie  United  States. 

And  for  the  promoting  of  harmony  and  forwarding  the  common  views 
of  France  and  America,  it  was  further  agreed  between  the  minister  of 
France  and  your  committee  that  they  should  suggest  to  Congress  the 
propriety  of  adopting  mesisures  to  prevent  desertions  from  the  fleet  and 
army  of  our  allies,  in  which  view  they  submit  the  following  resolution: 

licsolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  these  United 
States  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  such  persons  as  shall  en- 
courage  desertions  from  the  lleets  or  armies  of  any  foreign  power, 
who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America  in  conjunction  with  these 
United  States,  and  for  the  recovering  such  deserters  as  shall  endeavor 
to  conceal  themselves  among  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

lloBERT  K.  Livingston, 

Chairman, 


J.  Adams  to  A.  Lee.* 

Paris,  May  L'5,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  kind  favor  of  April  113  is  yet  unanswered. 
With  nothing  at  all  to  do,  I  am  as  busy  jvs  ever  I  was  in  my  life. 
Whether  any  good  will  result  from  it  time  must  discover.  I  have 
undertaken  to  inform  Congress  si  little  more  particularly  than  they 
are  wont  to  be  informed  of  some  things  that  have  passed  in  Europe 
which  will  ultimately  :if!'ect  them,  but  I  find  it  is  in  vain  to  put  my 
eyes  out  writing,  for  when  letters  are  written  we  can  not  get  theui 
across  the  water.  1  have,  however,  sworn,  and  I  will  perform.  If  it 
is  possible  to  get  letters  to  them  by  the  way  of  Spain  or  Holland,  or 
any  other  way,  let  the  expense  be  what  it  will,  they  shall  go.  I  have 
a  very  good  opinion  of  Count  Sarsfield,  and  have  the  honor  to  see 
him  sometimes,  though  not  so  often  as  I  wish.  Too  many  unsuitable 
characters,  it  is  very  certain,  have  been  permitted  to  meddle  in  our 
aH'airs,  but  when,  or  how  it  will  be  remedied,  God  only  knows.  In  a 
country  where  everything  goes  and  is  done  by  protection,  and  when 
the  maxims  of  government  are  the  direct  opposites  of  ours,  I  see  no 
prospect  of  having  it  otherwise,  let  who  will  be  in  or  out. 

As  to  jobs,  I  never  had  and  never  will  have  anything  to  do  in  any, 
let  the  consequence  to  me  and  my  family  be  what  it  will.     The  trusts 
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with  wliiuli  ,MMi  jumI  1  liiivv  been  honored  b^'  our  country  uro  too sacroil 
to  III)  liiT  iiisltf'l  liy  tiir  littlo  .sellisli  )ii(rij;ue8  in  which  Uiu  insects  tibont 
A  L'liiirt  iu\:  cU'irKilly  I  in /./.!?■<,'.  If  I  hatl  liuittiur  iiseiiauof  daty,  DOrthu 
]iriilr  of  vii'iiii-,  nor  uri.v  otliur  ixiile — if  1  Inut  no  liighcr  principle  or 
c|iKilii,v  tliiiii  viiiiitv,  it  tvoiihl  mortify  Ihiaiii  nn  extreme  degree  tosully 
1111(1  ilcl>;is(!  HO  jiiiiv  :i  (Mii.Mi  by  nny  sucli  iir;icLiee».  On  Ihu  charaetcrs 
yon  riii'iilioii  1  slmll  iiuvcrciiMtluticeiiil  to  bestow  my  cunlltloncc,  iiormy 
I'i'MctiinK'til,  niti'  (;oiitviii]>t.  Tliuy  bnv»  ever  Iwcii  ti-cAtutI  by  luo,  »nd 
cvei  will  be,  ttilli  JiistiiH'.  iiiiil  c.iviUly  ;  bnttlii-y  will  never  bu  iny  friciula. 
I  liavii  iTiieivi'd  a  Icllcr  by  llio  wuy  of  iiilboit  for  yon,  which  1  do  iny- 

1  was  iti  ln)|i.s  yiiii  wimlil  liavo  been  iitOonpreBS  before  now.  Vonr 
KitiiiLtioii  must  lie  disa<;reeubk',  but  I  knew  fmui  experience  it  can  be 
borne. 

i'i:i>',liiiwdnyon  n-ltsliClinloii'H  letter  T*  I  think  tlie  policy  of  France 
)uiil  Kiniin  iti  iioiiitccl  <iiil  by  it  in  tniiiboiuim.  I  ho{>c  they  will  profit  by 
il.  'J'lu'y  weoii'il  lo  bi-  coiivineeil  oiit  before  ihiti  letter  nrrived.  Tliey 
li;ive  now  llir  ii.s!iiii.iii_\  iif  onr  enemy  to  the  tinth  nnd  justice  of  whiit 
yon  ami  I  ]i;i<l  llir  Iioiiol-  Li  lepienent  to  Iheiu  in  conjuuctiou  witli  our 
i^olleanne  last.  January  was  I  welve  months. 
I  uin,  with  niireli  (.stteni,  etc.,  yours, 

JouN  Adams. 


1  hiivo  ix  \i-\\M-  frtim  Mr.  S.  Adunin  nm\  Wv,  ttor<lo^^ ;  both  <U'wiw  to 
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WHsiety,  m  an  nncqui  vocal  testimony  of  tbcir  admiral  ion  of  vast  talents  wlion  thoy 
are  displayed  in  tlio  ciiiiso  of  liberty  and  virtue.  Tfioy  request  you  particulnrly  to 
accept  of  their  most  affectionate  thanks  for  the  noble  effort  that,  in  concurrence  with 
several  of  the  most  respectable  persons  in  the  kiugdoui,  yon  made  on  Wednesday,  the 
]9thcarrent,  in  defense  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  in  endeavoring  to  unite  the 
Dritish  empire.  They  nss  :re  you  that  although  the  event  has  not  entirely  auswcred^ 
either  to  their  expectations  or  to  the  nobleness  of  your  efforts,  they  are  finuly  dct<T- 
mined  to  sustain  their  rights,  such  as  they  are  laid  down  in  the  resolutions  which 
you  have  proposed.  They  esteem  it  linppy  to  see  that,  without  excoptiug  even  the 
servants  of  the  crown,  all  the  members  of  the  House  have  acknowledged  the  truth 
of  the  principle  upon  which  those  resolutions  stood,  although  the  majority  h.is  not 
accepted  them,  alleging  that  at  this  critical  tiuie  it  was  not  necessary  to  renew  the 
declarations  a1rca<ly  standing  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  and  subsisting  iu  full  force. 

To  this  address  Mr.  Grattau  made  the  following  reply : 

Gkntlkmbn  :  I  esteem  myself  iufinitely  honored  to  be  a  member  of  nn  association 
which  has  merited  fo  a  long  time  my  attcution  and  my  admiration.  By  declaring 
that  there  is  no  power  capable  of  subjecting  this  country  but  the  king,  the  peers,  and 
commons  of  Ireland,  you  render  a  great  service  to  this  nation,  because  yon  give  to 
all  the  other  corps  of  volunteers  the  great  example  to  make  the  same  declaration  (if 
their  rights  under  the  sauction  of  your  corps,  who  not  only  protect  the  nation  in  arms, 
but  by  your  knowleilge  and  authority  propagate  the  great  principles  of  law  and 
liberty. 

In  a  country  which  possesses  laws  like  ours,  and  men  of  your  merit  agitate  the  great 
questitm  of  liberty,  it  is  to  be  free.  I  rejoice,  then,  that  the  rights  of  Iroland  have 
been  discussed.  This  discussion  has  oinmed  the  eyesof  a  p«u)ple  who  had  slept  during 
the  course  of  a  century,  and  foiced  almost  all  the  representatives  of  this  pciqdo  wli(» 
are  susceptible  of  principle  to  deny  that  any  foreign  legislature  has  rights  ovirr  Ire- 
land, and  makes  this  declaration  circulate  through  all  the  great  associations  of  the 
kingdom,  and  will  finally  extirpate  all  that  remains  of  authority  usurped  by  the 
British  Parliaments 

I  observe  with  satisfaction  that  yon  think,  like  nie,  that  liberty  is  the  tie  which  pre- 
serves the  union  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland.  Wo  are  attached  to  Great  Britain, 
but  not  t-d  its  yoke.  Coiflnion  privileges  formed  originally  our  connection  with  Great 
iJritainj  thes^  same  ptlvilugOs  will  fender  this  connection  indissoluble.  U  Ireland 
ftckno>i'1edged  as  a  slave  the  supremacy  of  the  British  I'arliamont,  she  would  be  the 
eueiny  of  I^ritish  liUotr.y,  because  iu  thnt  cose  she  would  league  herself  with  the  min- 
isters tO  annihilate  the  system  of  goverumeut  aud  precipitate  all  the  subjects  of  his 
majesty  into  a  state  of  equalityi 

t  regard  the  liberty  of  Ireland  OS  adding  to  the  safi^ty  of  that  of  Great  Britain, 
irhich,  instciul  of  proteKtatiOiisdf  loyalty  extorttul  from  a  province  devoted  to  pillage, 
i^ill  ifcctually  receive  a  tribute  of  attectiou  sensibly  felt  on  the  part  of  a  free  people. 
As  a  friend, of  the  coilstitUtloils  Of  the  t\Vo  kingdonln,  as  desirous  of  an  luuiorable  and 
|iennanent  union,  I  esteem  myself  happy  to  see  myself  enrolled  among  men  who  have 
your  courage  and  your  principles. 

On  the  13tb  of  April  tln^  British  frig'dto  tlic  Itt/Wnd^  Captain  Tlioinp- 
BOD)  arrived  at  Gibraltar  at  midnight,  having  evScaped  the  fire  of  three 
lyatfeties,  three  chebecs  of  twenty-eight  g:nns  each,  and  a  frigate  of 
thik-tytVeo.  Don  Barcelo,  in  the  Spanish  Admiral,  pnrsned  him  in  a 
tittyigVih  shiiK  The  Don^s  squadron  consists  of  six  ships  of  tiie  line, 
bhe  n-igato  of  thirty-two  guns,  thix^e  chebecs  of  twenty-eiglit  guns  each, 
jlhtt  ^  htiihbe\^of  fire  shipsand  galleys,  which  intenioptall  whi^di  j)ass  the 
giit^  and  feOitiplnitely  blockade  (}ibraltar,  aud  the  squadron  of  Ooinnio- 
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imv.  I'lllii.l,  niliK-cil  ti>  the  I'antker,  llio  Enterprise,  nud  Uire«  smtillcr 
cssi'ls.  Tli(!  K^ii'i'i'^oii  i'*  »'-M  to  Iw  111  goail  s|>irits,  altlioiigli  »  iiiiilig- 
laiiL  li'vi^r,  bn>iit>ht  in  by  Mm  StmuiHli  iM'ieoimni, lins  cnrricd  offa  groU 
i;iii,v  iMcii,  |iiirtii!iil;irl.V  in  tlio  i-cgiinc-ut  of  IligliliUKlvrs.  Tlio  wants  of 
1i<'};!nrisoi],li<i\vevi.'i',  will  soDri  bu  vuiy  great,  [lartJcularly  offael.  Ou[>- 
:iiii  TiiT>iiiii.si)[i  i:;iriji'(l  lliu  ituwx  tliat  tliuy  are  soou  to  havu  a  iioworful 
iii-i'iir  from  Ailiniiiil  CriivoH.  It  is  very  |m>bable  that  ttiu  iiiinistry 
lay  H<'iii1  Oravi-s  tn  :iU('iii|it  t(>ivct  over  ftgaiti  tbo  jinrt  of  AdiiiirnI  Uud- 
ic.v,  anil,  iirii'i-  tliriiwiiif:  iiR.sJHtaiK-o  into  Uibraltar,  [tass  on  to  Aiiiurica. 

I  is  liilKilinpi'il  I  lull  (iiavcs  will  not  liavo  Uodrioy's  luck.  It  is  pi^tt^ 
I'lliiiti  Ik;  liasiiol  all  lii»  ilcxterity.  Vet  1  can  not  but  think  tliu  Span- 
iiilsaii!  iiiipniiliMUly  i'.\]>iis(;<1  in  Unit  part.    Tlio  JBnglisU  hiwo  Itlleil 

II  llll^  iiitw.siiaiuTH  of  I'iitroiK'  fur  tbi've  ncoka  witb  liata  of  aliips  of  tlie 
luir  l<i  inmipoRi;  Ihi'  ;;iaiiil  fk'iit  in  tbn  cUanncI,  wliicli  tbcy  bnve  nin«lo 
iiiDiiiil  Id  Toriy.  I>iit  at  lastconius  out  a  frank  and  boucst  coufessiou 
II  lilt-  Ciiiiricr  ilr  F /■Jiiniiw  that  tbcy  can  uiustor  but  tweuty. 

Oit  ihe  llilh  Ailiiiii'iil  Kdwai'dHbuisted  bin  flag  at  Portsmouth  on  board 
III'.  I'oiilinifl,  iif  lilly  Kuns,  and  niado  tliu  signal  of  departure  for  all  tlie 
ii'icliaiit  nIii])M  whii-.li  ltd  is  to  convoy  to  tbo  banks  of  Newfoundland. 
iir  i:iiai'li-H  thinly,  (;iiniiiiaM(ti;r-iii-i:bief  of  tliu  ulianuul  llect,  guvornor 
r  (Irri'iiwii^li  Imspital,  anil  ■.\  ii^jtre uciitativo  of  I'lyiuoutb,  id  dead. 
viviiiuNJiiii  is  iii^xt  ill  (^Diiiinaiid,  but  it  iti  said  tliu  place  of  cinumainler- 
II  cliiif  wi  II  Im  iilli^Ril  lo  Admiral ,  wlio  rel'ufiud  it  before  U'lrdy 
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PariBfMay  16.— Divora  odviovs  nunounco  that  tlio  KiigliHli,  siiico  tlio  doclaratimi 
mailo  to  tlio  StiitcsQeiioral  of  tlio  Uuitcd  Proviiioos,  lisivo  Already  stopiiocl  Hovonil 
Dutch  ships,  loaded  ouly  with  iiiuocciit  mercliaiidiscs,  and  whcroof  the  traimporta- 
tion  has  uover  boon  pndiibitod  to  iioiitraU  by  tlio  troatioH.  This  arbitrary  proccod- 
ioi;  will  appear,  without  donbt,  so  iiitich  tlio  iiioro  siirprisiii;;  to  tho  ninritiiiio  powoiti 
of  tho  uorth,  as  at  tho  saiiio  tiino  his  iiiajosty,  always  guided  by  tho  principU's  of 
wisdom  and  the  mostoxact  equity,  has  sent  tho  strictest  ordors  to  all  tho  coiiiiiiaiid- 
antsand  captains  of  his  vessels  of  war  and  privatorrs  of  his  kingdom  to  let  pasM 
freely  and  without  any  hindranco  all  tho  neutral  vcnitelfi,  without  distinction,  even 
although  bound  to  an  enemy's  port,  provided  thoy  arc  not  loaded  with  any  anus  or 
warlike  stores,  whereof  the  transportation  is  foihiddon  by  the  treaties.  Of  thlH  wo 
maybe  assured  more  authentically  by  a  letter  written  by  M.  do  Sartiiio  to  M.  do  Mis- 
tral, ooininissary-gonoral  of  tho  ports  and  arsenals  of  tho  iiiariuo  of  tho  king,  and 
ordonnateur  of  the  port  of  Havre,  which  is  of  tho  following  tenor: 

**  You  know,  sir,  that  the  war  undertaken  by  tho  king  has  no  other  end  but  tho  desire 
with  which  his  inajosty  fools  himself  aniniatod  for  tho  maiuienancoof  tho  lil>crty  of 
navigation.  lu  consequence,  ho  bns  soon  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  tho 
greatest  part  of  the  powers  of  the  north  incline  and  have  taken  tho  resolution  to 
co-oporate  in  it  already  by  regulations  relative  to  it,  ai  his  majesty  has  mado  known 
to  tho  commanders  of  his  squadrons  his  intentions  relative  to  tho  mcastiro^i  and  pre- 
cautions which  the  captains  of  his  vessels  of  war,  arid  other  vessels  ought  t'O  otiservo 
towards  ships  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  tho  neutral  powers  and  which  the  forinor 
may  meet  at  sea. 

"His  mi^esty,  thon,has  charged  mo  to  repeat  his  orders  given  in  this  regard,  and  to 
order  you  to  exhort  the  captains  and  other  ofUcors  of  vessels  armed  as  privateers  to 
conform  themselves  with  more  attention  than  ever  to  the  tenor  of  tho  regulations 
relative  to  neutral  vessels,  and  in  particular  to  those  belonging  to  tho  Kussian.s.  To 
this  end  his  majesty  onlers  tho  cap  tains  of  vessels  armed  for  privateering  and  ot  iters 
to  use  the  greatest  circumspection  toward  all  neutral  vessels,  and,  according  (o  I  ho 
exigence  of  the  case,  to  afford  thein  all  the  assistance  of  which  thoy  may  stand  in 
need,  not  to  give  the  least  hindrance  to  their  navigation,  altliough  their  cargoes  may 
be  destined  for  the  enemy's  ports,  nor  to  stop  thorn,  except  in  cases  in  which  the 
captains  of  French  armed  vessels  shall  havo  well-founded  reasons  to  believe  that  (ho 
said  vessels  navigate  for  the  snbjecls  of  the  King  of  England  under  the  shelter  of 
tho  (lag  of  a  neutral  power,  to  the  end  to  avoid  by  this  way  tlio  being  vinited  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  established  in  such  cases,  or  in  which  thoy  shall  attempt  to  transport 
to  the  enemy  tho  eflects  of  contraband,  such  as  arms  of  all  kinds  and  other  warlike 
stores. 

"Tho  intention  of  the  king  is,  that  you  give  notice  of  those  presents  t-o  tho  couiiiiis- 
sarics  of  the  departinout  of  Havre  do  Grace,  ordering  them,  at  the  same  time,  to  send 
copies  to  all  the  captains  of  vessels  armed  as  privateers  and  other  vessels  ready  to  go 
out  or  who  como  in,  to  tho  end  that  thoy  oonform  themsolvos  with  tho  greatest  cir- 
cumspection to  what  is  hero  prescribed  in  regard  to  neutral  vessels,  and  in  particular 
to  those  belonging  to  Russia." 

They  writo  from  Brest  the  8tli  of  this  month  thcat  tboy  expected  a 
fleet  from  Bordeaux,  loaded  with  stores,  provisions,  and  wine,  tho  arrival 
of  which  was  v^ery  necessary  for  the  prompt  equipment  of  a  squadron 
destined  to  transport  a  second  division  of  troop.s  of  four  or  five  thou- 
sand men.  They  add  that  they  expect  alifo,  with  no  less  impatience,  in 
the  same  port,  the  convoy  which  went  out  from  St.  Malo  the  23d  of 
March,  which  is  still  detained  at  Cherbourg,  which  consists  in  a  g;reat 
measnre  in  cast  cannon  and  artillery  stores,  which  nre  to  serve,  they 
say,  for  a  descent  which  is  projected  in  Enrhuid,  and  which  it  is  strongly 
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;iss('i(i-<l  the  •^ovcniini'iil  U:in  by  no  muiiiis  rcimuiiced.    The  latter  i>art 
is  iirobalil.v  oiil.v  \vii:il  w<-  cull  a  wuirocrow. 

llnijH';  Miui  J!,  — Wri  s'c-  Iirn>  iic'n|iy  of »  letter  writtuii  liy  Ilia  oscelloiicy  tbo  Coiiut 
•I(^  Kloi'iihi  KI^iiirM,  iiirnaiv  nl  xl^ito  uf  lils  Cntliolic  m:0<^«ly,  to  llie  Count  ila  Kovli- 
liri'M,  iiiinUli'i'  tiT  Ihi'lr  lii>;li  iiiif;1itJtiu.Maii  at  tlie  coiivt  of  Spnlo,  (1»ta(1  at  Aniiijues, 
III"  ls(  of  May,  l>(i,  vvliirli  in  c.f  tlio  rollotring  tonor: 

"Kilt;  HiH  iiiiiji'Mty  liai  li'unioil  tlint  tlio  boat  ot  n  clitiboo,  ooiDmai)i1«il  b j  Dvn 
Itiirdiiiluriii  ItiMK  111,  1i;iviii<;  H<>i/,i>i1  a  Uiitob  vsmbI  iiniitDd  tUe  Sp»ar,  Captain  Jobo 
Tii'i'iln  U' >!};<' I  111 'I  r,  roiiilii;;  oiii.  of  (liliraltur,  wUoro  ho  bnd  aiilouded  k  cargo  of  lloiir 
Hbinli   b«   n-nH  I'nriyiiit;  rroiii    I'rrrol  tu  CoOiii;  oil  accouut  of  tUo  purvoyoim  of  our 

tiiariiiK  llin  xniil  vcH-ict  li;i.-i  1 nut  at  libortj,  nimii  tUo  declaration  wbich  lio  iiindo 

lliiit.  lii>  li.-itl  lii'r'ii  t^ik<-ii  uii'lcr  ('■n\<o  Enpnrtol.by  tlio  EugHsb  privntoer  thu  StaUStlove, 
wliii  h:iil  i-oiiiliii'lDil  liitii  i<>  \\y.\l  ]il;ici>.  Novorllicloes  we  liitvo  pruofi  that  tbo  vMaol 
li;n  licrii  mot  nl  llio  r'litniiK'';  of  tliu  port  of  CodiK,  baviiig  at  tbat  time  bvr  car|^; 
lliaL  1i\  ('riiiMM|iirtii'ii  Ii.t  ]>ri'lriii)i'il  1:11  pt  II  TO  b]'  tiie  Kii|;ll8h  privateer  id  a  pure  lictiun, 
mill  lliii  ii.triiiliu'tioii  ill  I II  HiUi^illikr  iif  n  load  of  live  tboiisaud  duo  hiinilTcil  ami  Mixty- 
tw.i  :iiiil  :i  i|ii;iili'r  i|iiiiii:il.s  uf  (.:a.sl>lo  of  llimr,  a  maiiifott  tlicfc  ooiiimitl^d  ii|ioii  tbo 
priiviKiiiiiH  iif  till'  null  iiiK  111  ilii'.  kiiii;;  mill  to  Ibociiil  tliat  iiicli  villaiiiiui  may  bo  piiii- 
Ulii'it  1111(1  [iri'vi'iili'il  lii'ical'li'i',  [lis  iiiajosty  liaa  ordained  that  a  |iroHcoiilIon  bo  coiu- 
iiii'.iiri'il  n^'iiiiiHl  till'  Niiiil  \V:i);i'ii:inr,  and  that  I  givo  yoii  iiotioo  of  it,  lo  tbe  oud  that 
yiiii  may  iiiT'irin  IIiimi'  liii<1i  iiiijilitliiusaca,  lo  wliom  hiH  iiiitiialor  at  Tlie  Haguo  liaa 
iinliTH  ti<  noiiiiihiiii  1ii;:Uly  "f  v,  (hi-ft,  nbieb  oii|;bt  iiiit  tu  biivo  been  tbe  ftiiit  of  Ibo 
i.'iiiii|il:iln!ii  11-11  nliirli  I.Iik  kill;;  lull  iisoil  totvards  tlio  lla){  of  the  republic,  labiilladd 
Hint  hin  iiiiiJi'Hiy  hiipi'i  lliiil.  tlii^it  1il}-li  iiii|;btinoaaeB,  hy  the  roiiiody  nLleb  tboy  riiall 
liiiient  of  tlio  entity,  will  sjinroblin  tbepaiuof  taklug 
ry  til  Biipprew  such  crying  oiccssoa." 
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Jay  to  the  Preaident  of  Congress.* 

Madrid,  May  20, 1780. 

Sm :  Since  my  do[)arturo  from  America  I  liave  had  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing the  following  letters  to^your  excellency,  viz :  20tb,  22d,  2ith,  25(.h, 
25th,  2Gth,  and  27th  of  December,  1779,  from  Martinique;  and  27th  of 
January,  20th  2Sth,aud  29th  of  February,  and  3d  of  March,  1780,  from 
Cadiz.  I  am  still  uncertain  whether  any,  and  which,  of  them  have  come 
to  your  hands,  and  request  the  favor  of  particular  information  on  this 
subject. 

Of  such  of  them  as  respect  immediately  the  business  committed  to 
me  I  now  send  duplicates,  as  well  as  copies  of  such  other  papers  as, 
taken  collectively,  will  give  Congress  a  full  and  accurate  state  of  their 
afliiirs  here. 

This  packet,  of  which  an  exact  copy  goes  by  another  vessel,  will 
appear  voluminous.  It  will  nevertheless  be  found  interesting.  I  have 
interspersed  such  observations  as  to  me  appeared  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explanation. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1780,  1  arrived  at  Cadiz,  without  letters  of 
credit  or  recommendation  to  any  person  there.  The  Chevalier  Koclie 
(a  passenger  with  us)  was  so  obliging  <as  to  procure  me  credit  for  about 
t>vo  hundred  pounds  sterling  with  a  relation  of  his,  to  wlioni  1  wiui 
obliged  to  give  a  bill  on  Dr.  Franklin  at  a  more  than  usual  short  sight, 
1  afterwards  became  acquainted  with  the  house  of  Le  Coutculx  &  Co., 
who  offered  me  what  money  I  might  want,  and  furnished  me  accordingly 
with  great  cheerfulness.    I  was  very  disagreeably  circumstanced. 

Finding  reports  ran  hard  against  American  credit,  and  tliat  bills  on 
Dr.  Franklin  were  held  very  cheap,  by  reason  of  his  having,  as  was 
there  said,  postponed,  delayed,  and  in  some  instances  refused  payment 
of  them  on  very  frivolous  pretenses,  I  did,  on  the  2(Uh  of  January,  1780, 
inform  him  by  letter  of  my  arrival  and  of  these  re|)orts. 

In  answer  to  this,  the  doctor,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1780,  wrote  me  a 
very  friendly  letter,  asserting  those  reports  to  be  false,  and  enclosing  a 
ccrtiOcate  of  his  banker,  which  proved  them  to  be  so.  Of  this  1  have 
made  the  proper  use,  and  as  the  same  reports  prevailed  in  Martinifpic, 
and  probably  in  the  other  islands,  I  wish  the  remedy  to  be  as  extensive 
as  the  mischief,  and  therefore  transmit  the  following  extract  from  his 
letter  on  that  subject  and  a  copy  of  the  certificate  menMoncd  in  it: 

EXTHACT  OK  A  I.KITKII  KKOM   HIS  KXCKLLKNCY  1)11.  FHANKIJN,  DATKI)   AIMUL  7,  ITHO.t 

The  reports  you  tell  mo  prevail  at  Cadiz  that,  the  loaii-oflioo  bills  payaMo  in 
Fr.anco  have  not  been  duly  honoretl  are  wicked  falHchoods.  Not  one  of  them,  thily 
indorsed  by  the  original  proprietor,  was  ever  rofuscd  by  me  or  tln^  payment  delayed 
a  moment;  and  the  few  not  so  indorsed  have  been  also  ji.'iid  on  the  guaranty  of  the 
presenter,  or  some  person  of  known  rnMlit.     No  reason  whatever  has  hrv.n  given  for 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  •!  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  1(10,  with  verbal  changes, 
t  Soo  this  letter,  nupra. 
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roriinitif?  (layiiiont  of  a  hill  uxcopt  this  very  good  one,  tbat  oitlier  the  first,  second, 
thini,  or  fourth  of  the  Bainc  8ct  had  boou  alrosuly  paid.    The  protensu  that  it  wa^ 
iicucHsary  for  the  whole  net  t^  arrive  before  Ihu  iiioiioy  could  be  paid  is  too  absurd  and 
ridiciiloiiM  for  any  one  t**  make  iifu)  of  who  known  anything  of  the  uatnro  of  excliangei 
The  nnex peeled  large  draftH  nisM^.e  upon  me  b^'  Congress  and  others,  exclusive  of 
iheNe  f roni  the  loan  onice,  have  indeed  sometimes  embarrassed  mo  not.  a  little  and 
put  me  to  dinicultics.    Hut  I  have  overcome  those  dinioulties,  so  ns  never  to  havo 
been  obliged  to  make  the  NniaIlr.Nt  oxcuho,  or  desire  the  least  delay  of  payment  from 
any  presenter  of  such  bills.    'iMio.se  reports  niUMt  therefore  have  been  contrivcMl  by 
enemies  to  our  country,  or  by  persons  who  proposed  an  iMlvantage  to  themselves  by 
purchaNing  them  at  an  nndrr  rate.     Enclosed  I  scud  you  a  certificate  of  our  bauker  in 
rcfutatiou  of  those  calumnies. 

COPY  OK  TlIK  AUOVK-MENTIONKP  CEHTIFICATE. 

(TraiialaUon.l 

I,  the  sulmcriber,  banker  at  I'arin,  and  alone  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  bills 
of  the  loan  oHice,  declare  that  I  have  paid,  without  exception  or  delay,  all  such  billa 
to  this  <late,  accepted  by  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin;  that,  to  my  knowledge,  no  such 
bill  has  been  refuHe<l  payment,  but  that  several  have  been  preseutod  after  having 
been  once  paid. 

I  declare  further,  that  whatever  is  c<mtradictory  to  this  present  is  false. 

lu  testimony  of  which  I  have  here  signed  my  name  at  Paris  this  15th  of  March, 
17tt0. 

GlJWND. 

It  appoariug  to  mo  of  importi\iico  tbat  I  should  aasooii  as  possible  bo 
inrormed  of  tbo  measures  which  Mr.  Arthur  Leo  might  have  taken 
loading  to  a  trosity  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  I  did,  on  tho 
2Gth  of  January,  1780,  write  him  a  letter,  of  which  tho  following  is  a 
copy. 

Mr.  Lee,  in  answer  to  this,  wrote  mo  a  polite  letter  on  tho  17th  of 
March,  1780.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  it. 

As,  for  reasons  which  will  appear  in  the  course  of  tho  following 
papers,  and  which  1  hope  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Congress? 
it  became  proper  for  me  to  remain  in  Spain,  I  apprised  tlie  court  of 
France  of  it  by  a  letter  to  his  excellency  the  Count  do  Vorgennes  ou 
the  21ih  of  January,  1780,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

Tho  count's  answer  to  this  is  in  the  following  words: 

[Trauslntioii.) 

Versailles,  March  13,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  havo  received  your  favor  of  tho  27th  of  January',  aud  I  am  fully  sonsihle  of 
the  conrulcnco  you  havo  reposed  in  mo  hy  communicating  to  mo  tho  object  of  your 
misHioii,  You  know  too  well  tho  attachniont  of  his  majesty  to  tho  United  Statos  nut 
to  feel  assured  that  ho  siiicoioly  wishes  you  success  and  will  bo  eager  to  contributo- 
to  it.  Tho  Count  doMontnioriu  has  rocoivod  Instructions  accordant  with  this  dispo- 
sition, nnd  I  do  not  doubt  that  your  conlidonco  in  him  will  ouable  him  to  fulfill  them 
to  your  entire  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  etc., 

PK   VKUGKNNEa, 
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On  theOtli  of  May,  1780, 1  replied  to  tlie  count  ns  follows : 

AUANJUKZ,  May  9,  1780. 

Sir:  The  lotter  which  your  excellency  did  me  tlie  honor  to  write  lue  on  the  13th 
of  March  last  was  delirered  to  me  by  the  Count  do  Montmoriu  on  my  arrival  at 
Madrid. 

I  should  not  have  thus  loog  delayed  the  pleasure  of  replying  to  it  if  I  conld  have 
prevailed  upon  myself  to  have  given  your  excellency  complimentary  professions,  in- 
stead of  sincere  iwsurauces.  Unreserved  confidence  in  an  ambassador  of  our  great 
and  good  ally  was  Just,  as  well  as  natnral;  and  I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  find  that 
pL'i-sonal  considerations,  insteiul  of  forbidding,  prompt  it.  M.  Gerard,  whose  Jndg- 
nient  I  greatly  respect,  liad  given  mo  a  very  favorable  impression  of  this  gentleman) 
and  1  am  convinced  from  my  own  observation  that  ho  was  not  mistaken.  His  con- 
duct towards  me  has  been  that  of  a  wise  minister  and  a  candid  gentleman.  Your 
excellency  may  therefore  rely  upon  his  receiving  all  tliat  confidence  from  me  which 
those  considerations  dictate.  Permit  me  to  add  timt  I  never  indulge  myself  in  con- 
templating the  future  happines:)  and  independence  of  my  country  without  feeling  the 
warmest  attachment  to  the  prince  and  people  who  are  making  such  glorious  exertions 
to  establish  them. 

With  the  most  lively  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

1  requested  the  favor  of  M.  Gerard  to  inform  me  to  which  of  the  min- 
isters of  Spain  it  would  be  proper  to  address  any  letters  which  I  might 
think  proper  to  write  to  that  court.  IJe  told  me  M.  Galvez,  and  enu- 
merated his  reasons  for  thinking  so.  Cn  the  27th  of  January,  1780,  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  that  minister.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  it. 

Mr.  Oarmichael  was  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  and  as  his  going  to  Mad- 
rid to  expedite  an  answer  to  it  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring as  well  as  giving  information  on  several  subjects,  I  gnve  him 
the  following  instructions. 

I  have  desired  Mr.  Oarmichael,  for  greater  certainty,  to  give  me  notes 
in  writing  of  all  the  information  he  gained  in  pursuance  of  these  instruc- 
tions, but  he  has  postponed  it  for  the  sake  of  enlarging  them  by  some 
important  additions. 

My  letter  to  M.  Galvez  was  answered  the  24th  of  February,  1780,  by 
the  Count  de  Florida  Hhiuca. 

To  this  letter  I  replied  Jis  follows,  viz : 

Cadiz,  March  G,  1780. 

Sir:  1  have  boon  honored  with  your  excellency's  favor  of  the  24th  iiltiino,  which 
letter  did  not  come  to  my  hand  till  some  time  after  iU  arrival. 

The  sentiments  which  his  majesty  is  pleased  to  cntnrtain  of  mo,  togofchcr  with  the 
polite  manner  in  which  your  excellency  has  been  so  obliging  :i.s  to  express  thoni,  do- 
nnind  m^'  warmest  acknowledgments  and  give  .idditional  force  to  the  many  motives 
wliich  render  me  desirous  of  a  permanent  union  between  his  mnjesty  and  the  (Tnitcd 
States. 

The  honor  and  probity  wliich  have  over  characterized  the  conduct  of  Spain,  to- 
gether with  the  exulted  reputation  bis  nnijesty  has  acipiired  by  being  an  eminent 
example  of  both,  have  induced  tiio  people  of  the  United  States  to  n^poso  the  hij^liest 
conndenco  in  the  j)roof8  tboy  have  received  of  liiH  friemlly  (lis]iosition  towardn  tbenj, 
and  to  consider  every  ojigageinent  with  this  monarchy  as  guarantied  by  that  faith 
and  secured  by  that  ingonuouHness  wliieli  have  so  gloriously  diHtiMguishod  IiIh  majesty 
and  this  kingdom  ainong  the  other  princes  and  natiinis  of  the  earth. 
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-It  r1ic>  fiivor  <>r  your  exoelleiicj  to  OBsnre  bia  nii^jNtf  tbftt  the 

Si!ili'!i  ai viiioeil  tLstvitiiici  aloiio  Cftu  kiiiiriale  BodiTip- 

iiU,  ni»I  that  limy  can  iu  no  olliur  way  eetablisli  and  porpetuate 
to  titemaelvca  nrnl  thoir  posterity,  thM>  by  »u 
nliicti  rellg'ton,  niomlilj,  and  trcatioa  may  preBcribo 
III  iiiny  atHO  bo  pmiiided  tbat  gratitude  will  aover 
lii.itioii  to  tbo  poirer  of  dignity  in  reoderlng  tlisru 
lircwporiCy  of  tlmM  goiierooa  UAtlous  nbo  nobly 
n  tiirroDt  oropprnMlon,  and  kindly  Aided  In  l^oeing 
Nitioii  wlioM  nrrugniico  and  li^iistlce  liiul  Ivccomo 
ivi<  <t(  Llio  rlf-iilH  iif  iiiiiiikiiiil  nut)  doiigurouii  to  tbe  pnaoo  niid  tMnrjalllityof 

f-,  IlK't-i'Toro,  tlif  iiimt  prrrocl  conviction  tbnt  the  candor  and  bonignityof 
ilii>imiir<^<'<|iin1  ti>  1li«  ii|iri),'litiie8(iandniiicorit;  of  tlinte  orCoDgron,  I  iliall 
II  ^  r«vv  'l.ivH  ri>i  Miiilria  with  Ihoplonsinj:;  nxpootationtliat  thero  irill  1>o  lit- 
'  III'  itillli-iilty  ill  :lll|ll^1il1;;  tlin  lormn  of  a  iniion  butwodn  amagiinnimotin  inon- 
I  a  viriMi'iiH  pi'iijili',  ivliii  winh  to  obtain  by  an  alliance  witli  oaoh  otber  only 
il  (.rni-lilH  mill  iimliml  !i<1vniilng«B. 
I  111!'  Iiini'ir  til  lie,  nith  porrnct  reipoot  and  conuileralion,  your OKonlienoy's 
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John  Jat. 


On  the  ■Itli  iir  Apiil,  17.S0,  I  arrived  at  Mfulrid,  and  Mr.  Cannicliaol 
Ii'livcn^d  lo  TiKt  IIk^  fDllowins  qiiostioim  from  tlio  Count  (to  Floridn 
ll;iiii';i,  to  wliii^li  1ii>  Iciil  ilrcliiicd  giving  iinswors,  vizi 
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arsonals,  and  tlie  wbole  withont  loos  of  time,  and  fixing  tlio  terms  on  ^vliicli  they 
would  make  an  agreement  of  this  natnre,  and  who  woiihl  be  commissioned  to  bring 
the  vessels  and  these  naval  stores  to  Spain. 

With  respect  to  the  military  slate  of  America^  it  is  necessary  to  be  informed  flrsti  of 
the  nnmbcr  and  strength  of  the  different  bodies  of  troops  nrmed  by  the  provinces) 
and  of  their  present  sitnation,  in  order  to  Jndge  whether  they  aresnniciont  to  oppose 
the  enemy  wherever  they  may  go,  and  particularly  in  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Fnrtheri  it  may  be  expedient  to  know  the  means  of  augmenting  the  American 
army  in  case  it  is  necessary,  or  to  keep  it  always  on  the  sanio  footing,  notwitliHtand*- 
ing  its  daily  losses.  In  what  condition  their  clotliing  and  arms  are  at  present; 
whether  they  are  partly  in  want  of  those  articles,  and  how  much  it  would  retiuiro  to 
remedy  those  defects. 

The  subsistence  of  an  army  being  an  object  of  the  greatest  consequence,  the  court 
desires  to  know  if  proper  measures  have  been  tnkou  for  that  purpose,  that  it  may  be 
ascertained  whether  it  can  act  everywhere,  if  necessary,  even  in  the  above-niontionod 
provinces,  without  danger  of  being  in  want  of  necessaries. 

It  is  highly  essential  for  the  provinces  of  America  to  keep  a  marine  to  net  against 
the  common  enemy  and  to  secure  their  own  possessions  during  tlie  present  wnr.  Tho 
Spanish  minister  therefore  is  desirous  of  knowing  its  strength,  including  tlie  armed 
vessels  belonging  to  individuals,  and  by  what  means  it  may  bo  augmented,  and  what 
succors  will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

The  court  of  Spaiu,  desirous  of  information  on  tlieso  subjects  with  all  possible 
frankness  and  precision,  does  not  pretend  to  dive  into  matters  which  Mr.  Ja^"  or  Mr. 
Carmichael  may  regard  as  reserved  to  themselves.  Its  only  aim  is  to  bo  acfpiaint^sd 
with  the  present  state  of  tho  American  forces,  tlioir  re^ourecs,  and  ability  to  continue 
the  war,  so  that  if  it  was  in  consideration  for  now  allies  to  supply  them  with  succors 
of  any  kind,  the  former  might  be  able  to  plan  on  s<»1id  grounds  tlieir  operaMtMis  eou- 
venient  for  tho  counnon  cause  and  for  tho  particular  advantage  of  thene  States,  wiMi- 
out  running  tlie  risk  of  being  misloil  by  false  calculations  for  want  of  foresight  and 
proper  information. 

Pakdo,  March  9,  1780. 

Mj'^  answer  to  these  questions  is  contained  in  a  letter  I  wrote  to  tho 
Oonnt  de  Florida  Blaiica,  on  the  26th  of  April,  1780;  the  removal  of 
the  court  to  Aranjuoz,  and  his  attending  the  king  at  that  time  at  an 
annual  chase,  rendering  it  useless,  and  perhaps  improper,  to  emloavor 
to  call  his  attention  to  these  matters  sooner.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  it: 

Madkii),  yipril  25,  1780. 

Sir:  Mr.  Carmichael  has  delivered  to  me  a  paper  ho  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from  your  excellency  before  my  arrival  hero,  containing  heads  of  many  important 
inquiries  respecting  whicli  it  was  judge<l  necessary  that  his  Catholic  majesty  sliouhl 
be  exactly  informed  bofiu'o  entering  into  a  discussion  with  mo  nnd  Mr.  Carmichael, 
Jointly  or  separately,  on  tlio  siibji'ct  of  the  afVairs  of  tlie  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  their  nnitual  intere^st  with  respect  to  Spain  ;  but  that  tlio  court,  thougli 
desirous  of  infornuition  on  tliese  soveral  articles,  with  all  posHiblo  franknesHand  pre- 
cision, did  not  mean  to  dive  into  matters  whicli  Mr.  Carniicliaol  and  myself  might 
regard  as  reserved  to  ourselves  only. 

IJeiiig  persuaded  that  direct  and  accurate  information  respecting  the  nature  anil 
extent  of  the  connnissions  given  to  that  gentleman  and  myself  would  he  very  agree- 
able to  your  excellency,  1  t:ike  the  lihertj'  of  transmitting  the  following  copicH  of 
each : 

*'Tlie  delegates  oftlio  United  St:it.esof  New  Hampshire,  MaasjKJnisetts  Hay,  Kliodo 
Island  and  Providence  IMantationN,  Connecticut',  New  York,  Now  JerHey,  PenuMylva- 
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Mill.  VliL^iTii.'i,  North  Carotiim,  Snnth  CnivliDn,  Jtod  Gcorf^a,  in 
n  :il!  »Ii«  hluill  nri!  llieM  plrMDtB,  KfeotinR  = 
<>iM».<  l,.'iii>'<>!i  Hid  Buljoctn  of  liis  Catliolio  mi^actT  and  tbe  ciU- 
>I»I>'H.  fiuiiiclcil  Oil  Uie  princi|>l(^a  of  enii»Iity,  reclprooitj,  kiKl 

til  lit  Hill  nih'.-iiitnse  to  both  iiatloiis,  and  it  belDgtliesiDcem  do- 
Li;h  ti>  I'litiT  iiitn  Ik  troftty  of  fttliaiice  and  ofoiiiilyaiidooromeroe 
icHt.v  :   Know  yn,  tberefore,  tliatwe,  coiifliliiig  in  tbe  iDtogrity, 

uf  till-  liiiiinrnlile  Jobn  Jay,  Into  FresideDt  of  Cvngren,  and 
l;iln  cif  Nrn-  Yi>rk,  Iinvo  nnnitualodaiid  ooiiatitiitetl,  nndbrlbm 
iiiiilriiiinl.iliir.i'Jiiiu,  llieMiid  Jnbn  Jay,  OllrInillistarplGIllpntl)n- 
l  iiii»rr,  ^iniiunl  niid  npoolal,  to  net  in  tbat  quality,  to  confer, 
'liuli',  uitli  I1i<>  iiinbawviilnr  or  ploiilpntcntiary  of  bJa  Cntholio 
i'i|ii:il  |ii>M'iTii,  of  and  coiicortiing  a  treaty  of  amity  and  coiii- 
',  itiiit  »li;i1i'vrr  nbail  \tn  so  agroed  and  oonclnded  for  nil  and  In 
i1  llii'i'oiiiion  iiinke  anub  treaty  or  treatioA,  cnnvonltona  and 
II  JMiltiii  1:1111  f'lrii tab tu  to  tlic  Riids  vro  bavo  In  vlow  tii  oa  ample 
iiio  rtrvrl.,  un  if  xio  TCoro  iior«oii»lly  prewiit  and  aotod  tborein, 
ixmI  fiillli  Hint  va  will  aooept,  ratify,  fuinil,  niid  vxeoiito  what- 
:i>iii'liiil<'il,  mill  signed  by  onraaid  minister  pleiii|K>tentiary,  anil 
t,  iKii'  HiilU'i'  any  iHiraiin  to  act,  contrary  to  tbosamoin  tho  whole 

[  tvi'  li:ivit  ciiiim'd  UiRsn  proAnnt-H  !■>  Uii(;ivoii  in  Cougnna,  at  Phil- 
.'  Ill'  S<'|ii>-inlifr.  ill  tho  year  of  our  Jjord  ono  thoiiiuind  aovan 
itiiii',  iiiiil  till'  fourth  yoar  of  tho  Iiiilopoiidonco  of  tho  Unitw) 

yiili-iil.  mill  hKiilod  Ritb  bla  aoat. 
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entinit  history  of  the  prosont  condition  of  tbo  American  SttitcA.  On  soino  of  the  Hub- 
jccts  proposed  I  can  give  your  excel lenoy  full  and  iiositivu  intelligciico;  on  otliors 
only  general  and  by  uo  means  precise  information.  On  nll|  howovor,  I  shall  write 
with  candor. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  American  governments  and  Confedoracyi  that  the  Congress 
and  all  other  rulers  of  the  people,  are  responsible  to  them  for  their  conduct,  and  can 
not  withhold  from  their  constituents  a  knowledge  of  their  true  situation  without 
subjecting  themselves  to  all  the  evils  which  they  experionoe  who  substitute  cunning 
in  the  phice  of  wisdom.  Hence  it  is  that  a  knowledge  of  their  affairs  is  easily  at- 
tainable by  all  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  collecting  it,  and  as  it  is  noiMior  the 
policy  nor  inclination  of  America  to  draw  a  veil  over  any  part  of  their  anaii*8,  your 
excellency  may  bo  persuaded  that  every  consideration  forbids  their  Horvant'A,  by  a 
suppression  or  misrepresentation  of  facts  to  deceive  or  mislead  those  wboHO  amity 
they  fco  sincerely  endeavor  to  cultivate  as  they  do  that  of  Spain. 

Your  excellency  has  with  great  propriety  arranged  the  subjects  of  your  inquiry 
nnder  two  heads:  the  civil  and  military  states  of  North  America.  The  first  of  these 
is  again  branched  into  several  subdivisions,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 

POPULATION   OK  KACII  8TATK. 

The  exact  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  United  States  has  not,  I  believe,  boon 
ascertained  by  an  actual  census  in  more  than  two  or  three  of  them.  The  only  com- 
putation made  by  Congress  was  on  the  29(h  of  July,  177.^> ;  the  manner  and  occasion 
of  which  exclude  every  suspicion  of  its  exceeding  the  true  number.  Congress  had 
emitted  bills  of  credit  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  were  apprised  of  the  neces- 
sity of  omitting  more.  Justice  demanded  that  this  debt  should  bo  apportioned  among 
the  States  according  to  their  respective  abilities;  an  equitable  rule,  whereby  to  ile- 
termine  that  ability  became  indispensable.  After  much  consideration  Congress 
resolved  'Hhat  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  colony  should  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  ages  (including  negroes  and  miilattoes)  in 
each  colony,"  but  as  that  could  not  then  be  ascertained  exacthj^  they  were  obliged  to 
judge  of  and  compute  the  number  from  circumstantial  evidence.  The  delegates 
gave  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  population  of  their  respective  colonics,  made  from 
the  best  materials  then  in  their  power,  and  so  great  w.'is  their  cuntidence  in  each 
other,  that  from  these  accounts  that  computation  was  principally  formed.  Your 
excplloncy  will  readily  perceive  that  the  delegates  were  far  from  being  nnder  any 
temptations  to  exaggerate  the  number  of  their  constituents;  they  were  not  ignorant 
that  by  such  exaggerations  they  would  increase  their  portion  of  aids,  both  of  men 
and  money,  and  that  whatever  errors  they  might  commit  could  not  bo  rectified  by  an 
actual  enumeration  during  the  war.     The  computation  then  formed  was  as  follows: 


New  Hampshire M24.0G9 

Massachusetts  13ay 4:14, 244 

Rhode  Island "71,959 

Conueeticnt 248,139 

New  York 248,139 

New  Jersey •l(il,290 

Penupylvania *372, 208 


Delaware '37,219 

-Maryland *3l(),  174 

Virginia 49(1,278 

North  Carolina 248, 1.19 

South  Carolina 248,139 


3, 000, 000 


Exclu.slvo  of  the  inliJibitants  of  Georgia,  who  were  not  at  that  time  roprcsented  in 
Congress,  and  of  whose  numbers  I  have  no  inforui.'ition  that  I  can  confide  in. 

TIIK   FOIIM    OF   OOVKUNMKNT  OF   EACH    STATK. 

In  the  pamphlets  I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  t'»  your  oxcellrncy,  viz. 
No.  I,  No.  2,  No.  3,  No.  4,  and  No.  T),  you  will  find   llie  constitutions  of  Nrw  York,  New 


*  Aim!  a  liall*. 
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Jorsoy,  Poniisylvania,  Dolnware,  and  South  Carolina.  The  otheni  I  have  Dot  with 
me.  The  groat  outlines  of  thoni  all  are  yery  similar.  By  the  last  acoonnts  from 
America  it  appears  that  Miissachiisotts  Bay  had  not  as  yet  agreed  ajMn  their  coosti- 
tntion,  but  had  it  then  under  cousidoratiou. 

It  can  not  be  uecettsary  to  observe  to  year  excellency  that  these  new  mod(»  of 
government  were  formed  by  persons  named  and  authorised  by  the  people  for  that 
express  purpose  ;  that  they  were  in  general  instituted  with  great  temper  and  cleliU- 
oration  upon  such  Just  and  liberal  principles  as,  on  the  one  hand,  to  give  efiectnal 
Honurity  to  civil  and  relif;ions  liberty,  and  on  the  other  make  ample  provision  for  the 
rigli(4t  of  Justice  and  th»  due  exercise  of  the  necessary  powers  of  govermuent. 

The  Articles  of  Confe<1orntion  r.grood  npou  by  Congress  and  approved  by  every 
State  in  the  Union  except  Maryland  provide  for  the  general  government  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  the  ordering  of  all  nmtt<$rs  essential  to  thei)rosL>orityand  preservation 
of  the  Union  in  po:ice  and  w.ir.  I  ought  also  to  Inform  your  excellency  that  the 
r«$tuw»ns  why  Maryland  Iins  as  yet  withheld  her  assent  to  those  articles  do  not  arise 
from  any  disafVection  to  the  comuion  cause,  but  merely  from  their  not  having  adopted 
certain  principles  respecting  the  disposition  of  certain  lands. 

TIIK  UNION  ANI>   HKSOI.HTION    OK   TIIK    INIlAniTANTS    TO   CONTINOK    TllK   WAR  WITH 

VIGOR  AS   LONG   Att   MAY   DK  NBCKSSAHY. 

On  this  subject  I  can  give  your  excellency  certain  and  positive  information.  The 
storm  of  tyranny  and  oppression  which  had  for  some  years  been  constantly  growing 
m«>ro  black  and  more  terrible  began  to  burst  with  violence  on  the  people  of  North 
America  in  the  year  1774.  It  was  seen  and  felt  and  deprecated  by  all  except  those 
who  expected  to  gather  spoils  in  the  ruins  it  was  dcMiignod  to  occasion.  These  were 
those  who  enjoyo<l  or  expected  emoIumenU  from  Great  Britain,  together  with  their 
immediate  dependents  and  coiinectiouH,  such  as  the  ofncers  of  government  through* 
out  the  Colonies,  but  with  some  very  distinguished  exceptions;  those  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  Eiighiiid  almost  without  exception,  who  received  annual  salaries 
from  the  society  eiitahliKhed  in  England  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  loruigu  parte; 
fi»relgn  ndventuroiiH;  liiiyorH,  niid  sullorM,  who,  being  no  further  attached  to  the  coun- 
try tlian  an  it  afforded  tlie  uieans  of  gain,  soun  prepared  to  speculate  in  con flscations, 
and  courted  the  nolice  of  their  Hovereigu  by  intoniporato  zeal  for  the  ruin  of  his  sub- 
jects. With  these  except  iouH  the  great  body  of  the  people  uiove  together,  and  unite<l 
in  sueli  linn  and  coiiMiilorato  nieaNurea  for  the  common  safet}',  and  conducted  their 
afTairH  witli  such  regularity,  order,  and  Rystein  as  to  leave  no  room  to  suppose  them 
to  be  the  work  of  only  a  prevailing  party,  as  our  eucniios  have  always  represented 
and  afTccted  to  consifler  tlieiii. 

There  was,  it  is  true,  another  class  of  persons  not  much  loss  dangerous,  though  far 
more  contemptible,  than  those  1  (irst  mentioned;  persons  who  in  every  revolution, 
like  lloaling  weeds  in  every  storm,  obey  the  strongest  wind,  and  pass  from  side  to  si<Ie 
as  thai  happens  to  change.  I  mean  the  nc.uirahf  a  pusillanimous  race,  who,  having 
balanced  in  their  minds  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  the  gains  and  dangers  of 
joining  either  side,  are  seduced  by  their  fears  to  form  a  thousand  ]>rotext-s  for  joining 
neither;  who,  to  manifest  thcit  loyalty  to  their  king,  when  his  armies  wore  success- 
ful, gave  them  everj'  aid  in  their  power,  except  drawing  their  swords  against  their 
country,  and  who,  when  their  conntrymen  prevailed,  were  ready  to  render  them  all 
poAMihle  service,  except  taking  anus  against  their  prince. 

The  auxiliaries  which  the  British  measures  and  forces  found  in  the  country  con- 
sisted of  personH  from  these  classes.  And  although  when  these  lirst  appeare<l  in  and 
wonntled  the  bosom  of  Ainorlca  she  was  obliged  to  extimd  her  arms  to  repel  the  as- 
sanltH  of  a  foreign  enemy,  yot  such  was  the  union  and  spirit  of  her  inhabitants,  that 
she  was  soon  enabled  not  only  to  put  them  under  her  feet,  but  on  the  ruins  of  her 
former  governnieuts  t^»  erect  new  ones  in  the  midst  of  invasions  from  without  :ind 
treacherous  coiubiiiations  from  within.     Being  able  to  obtain  no  other  terms  of  iieace 
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than  iinoonditional  obedience,  she  had  snfllcicnt  coiira(^o  to  declare  hor»Qlf  indepen- 
dent in  the  face  of  one  of  the  best  appoint'Cd  armies  Britain  could  ever  boast,  as  well 
as  RnfOcient  strength  to  limit  its  operations  and  reduce  its  numbers. 

It  may  perhaps  be  observed  that  the  first  object  of  tlio  war  was  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances; that  the  present  object  is  independencf ;  and  it  mny  be  aslccd  wliethor  the 
people  are  as  mnch  united  with  respect  to  the  last  as  Ihcy  were  with  respect  to  the 
first. 

I  am  certain  that  the  people  of  America  never  were  so  well  united  im  they  are  at 
present  in  that  of  their  independence.  Exclusive  of  actual  observation  on  the  spot 
I  think  BO,  because — 

(1)  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  ma<le  by  Congress  at  a  time  when  tlie 
great  body  of  tlieir  constituents  called  for  it. 

(2)  Because  that  declaration  was  immediately  recognized  by  the  general  assemblies 
and  legislatures  of  the  several  States  without  exception. 

(3)  Because  the  successful  army  under  General  Burgoyno  was  defeated  and  cap- 
tured by  a  great  collection  of  the  neighboring  militia,  to  whom  he  had  o/Tored  peace 
and  tranquillity  on  their  remaining  at  home,  terms  which  it  was  natural  to  suppose  a 
great  many  of  them  would  have  accepted  had  the  Declaration  of  Independence  been 
disagreeable  to  them. 

(4)  Because  the  Congress,  who  consists  of  members  annually  elected,  have  repeat- 
edly, expressly,  and  unanimously  declared  their  determination  to  support  it  at  every 
hazard. 

(5)  Because  their  internal  enemies  have  been  either  expelled  or  reduced,  and  their 
estates,  to  a  very  great  amount  in  some  of  the  States,  connscate<l  and  actually  sold. 

(0)  Because  constitutions  and  foims  of  government  have  since  been  instituted  ami 
completfdy  organizo<l|  in  which  the  pe€>plo  participate,  from  which  tliny  have  expe- 
rienced essential  advantages,  and  to  which  they  have  of  consequence  become  greatly 
attached. 

(7)  Because  Congress  unanimously  refused  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Briti.sli 
commissioners  on  any  terms  short  of  independence,  and  because  every  State,  though 
afterwards  separately  solicit<ul,  refused  to  treat  otherwise  than  collectively  by  their 
delegates  in  Congress. 

(H)  Because  the  inhuman  and  very  barbarous  manner  in  which  the  wnr  has  been 
conducted  by  the  enemy  1ms  so  alienated  the  anTectiouH  of  the  people  from  the  King 
and  Qovernnient  of  Britain,  and  filled  their  hearts  with  such  dcep-roote(i  and  Just 
resentments,  as  render  a  cordial  reconciliation,  much  Ichm  a  dependence  on  them, 
utterly  impossible. 

(D)  Because  the  doctrine  propagated  in  America  by  the  servants  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  tliut  no  faith  was  to  be  kept  with  Americans  in  arms  against  him,  and 
the  uniformity  with  which  tliey  have  adhered  to  it  in  tluur  practice  as  well  as  pro- 
fessions, have  destroyed  all  confidence,  and  leave  the  AmoricaiiN  no  room  to  doubt  but 
that,  should  they  again  become  subjects  of  the  King  of  Britain  on  certain  terms,  that 
those  terms  would  as  little  impedi*.  the  progress  of  future  oppression  as  the  capitula- 
tion of  Limerick  in  IGUl  did  with  respect  to  Ireland. 

(10)  Because  the  treaty  with  Franco,  and  consequently  virtue,  honor,  and  every 
obligation  duo  to  the  reputation  of  a  rising  nation,  whose  fame  is  unsullied  by  vio- 
lated compact^),  forbid  it. 

(11)  Because  it  is  the  evident  and  well-known  interest  of  North  America  to  remain 
independent. 

(12)  Because  the  history  of  mankind,  from  the  earliest  ages,  with  a  loud  voice  calls 
Upon  those  who  draw  thoir  swords  against  a  prihce  deaf  to  the  snjiplications  of  [his] 
l>eople  to  throw  away  the  scaljbard. 

(13)  Because  tliey  do  not  consider  the  support  of  their  indepon<lenoe  as  diflicMlt. 
The  country  Is  very  d«ifeMsil>l(^  and  fertile;  tho  poopli^  are  all  sohliers,  who  with  r«M- 
flon  consitler  their  liberty  and  lives  as  the  most  valnahleof  (ho  possessions  loft  them, 
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Mil  wliidi  tlii-y  :iro  ili^I^Tiiiiiicil  hIkiII  noitbor  1m  wrostol  ot  pntobanod  from  them  bnt 
nlti  l>lo«a. 

(II)  Itoc.-tiisf  Tnr  tlin  Hti|ipi>rt  n(  iheir  iudepniidenoo  tlief  h«v«  axpr«Mlf,tij  *  moat 
iili'iiiii  nil,  pluil;;<-il  III  iiiivli  Dtlitir  tlicir  Utm,  their  rortanM, and  Iheic  Bacr«d honor; 
i>  Ili;it  llii'ir  lioiiil  ■iriiiiinii  fur  this  vary  parpoM,  tbua  formod  of  >11  tha  tiex  ot  oou- 
uiii  iiilon'Ht,  cniiiiiKiii  s:ifi<l.y,  niiitiinl  AlTeetioD,  gBueral  rcMntitionts,  aud  the  ffroat 
MiK^tiniiH  iif  vii'iiir,  liiiMcir,  |>.itrio(isni,  ivod  roligiou  may  wUb  roMou  be  doomed 
r|iii>l  to  tlio  iiitiiuTlniicK  •>{  tliiit  f;r<:at  object. 

VllrrilKlI   TIIKIU!   IS  ANV  I'll WmifTI,   TAKTV   IH    FAVOH  OF  KKHLAHD,  JMT>  WIIATCON- 

KHiJIH.NCK.M   AltK    II)    MK    A .11  |-.S1>KI>   KKOM   IT  t     WIIKTIIKH  TIIK  IIKAD8  Olf   THIS 

J-AKTV  HUtl-KIt    rilKMSItl.vi:s   ]>>  ||K   HKDUCRD  IIV  TIIK  PKUUISBS  OF  TIIK  BHITiail 


on  tlio  niibjoct  of  tho  union  of  thn  pooplo  In  North 
I'nt  moMnro  tvniiwer  those  qnoations. 
l:iiifl  in  moAnt  a  pnrty  Tor  rolinqiiisbiitg  the  tnitopon- 
.  rt'tiiriiing  to  tlio  ilnminion  of  Dritain  on  ftny  torma 
Niirh  pnrty  in  North  Auierion;  nil  the  open  wlberenta 
iviiigj;  oitlier  voinntarily  qiiittodoTbeen  expelled  from 

nil  niMked  tulborenta  f  n  Amerton.  indnitrioae  in  tbeir 
lilic  moaauroe  nnil  (Ustiirb  tbo  pnbllo  trAnquilllty,  U  a 
ihI  iliEitKnt  doubt,  and  it  la  oqnnllj  true  that  aoino  of 

ivcnk  01I0B  tlioiight  to  lio  pnlrJota;  bnt  thoy  cnu  not 
|i:irly,  or  ovon  a  foctiou.  Tbe  obiof  miaobief  tboy  do 
iiilulligenco,  rnlsinj;  falso  report*,  and  apmading  cal- 
iiron;  (inch  cliarnetera  will  bo  foitud  tu  every  country 

liiin  not  been  iiegllKenC  in  provldlug  lawa  for  their 
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A  STATRMRNT  OF  TIIR  RRVRNUR8  OF  TIIK  8TATKS  AND  OK  TIIRIR  ADILITY  TO  CONTIIIII- 
UTR  TO  TIIK  GKNRIIAL  RXPKNSK ;  WlIKTIIKtl  TIIRY  WILL  JSK  AlILK  LONG  TO  SUrroilT 
THIS  liUUDHN,  AN1>  INCIIKASK  IT,  IF  MKCK8SAKY  ? 

The  Coiifedor.itccl  Statoif  bavo  no  fixed  rovoiiuos,  nor  :iru  hucIi  rovonucH  noccBHary, 
liccaiiso  all  the  private  property  in  the  conntry  is  at  tho  pnblic  Hervicu.  The  only 
restrietiou  imposetl  by  the  people  jh  tbnt  it  bo  taken  from  tlioui  >vith  wir.dom  and  jini- 
licet  or>  to  be  more  explicit,  that  the  saniti  retpiirctl  be  proportionate  to  the  pnblie 
•exigencies,  and  assessed  on  the  individuals  iu  proportion  to  tlieir  respective  abilities. 

A  nation  can  seldom  be  dostitnte  of  the  means  (ifconlinnin);  a  war  while  they  remain 
iinsnlKlued  in  the  field  and  cheerfnlly  devote  their  all  to  that  service.  They  nniy 
indeed  experience  great  distress,  but  no  distress  being  v(iiial  to  that  of  subjection  t<» 
exasperated  oppressors,  whose  most  tender  mercies  are  cruel,  the  Americans  had  litUe 
diftlculty  iu  making  their  election. 

A  8TATK  OF  TIIK  PUBLIC  DKItTS. 

This  subject  your  excellency  will  find  fully  discussed  in  :iii  address  of  Congrrss  to 
their  constituents,  in  which  they  compute  their  dohtn,  and  nmntion  thi^  nuMns  iUt^y 
had  taken  to  preserve  tlie  public  credit.  It  is  also  herewith  enclosed,  and  marked 
No.  7. 

A  6TATK   OF  TIIK   DRBTS  OF   KACII   PAKTICULAK  8TATK. 

Although  exact  accounts  of  these  debts  are  contained  in  (lie  public  printicd  acts  of 
each  State,  yet  ns  I  neither  have  any  of  those  acts  or  extracts  from  them  with  me, 
and  my  general  kuowledge  ou  this  liea<l  is  very  imperfect,  I  am  deterred  from  giving 
your  excellency  any  information  respecting  it  by  the  very  great  risk  I  sliould  run  (»f 
misleading  you  ou  this  point. 

THR   RK80URCES  TO   LR88KN  TIIRSK   DKUTS. 

Taxes;  foreign  and  domestic  loans;  sales  of  confiscated  estates;  and  uugranted 
lauds. 

TIIK  rOSSiniLITY  OF  TIIKIU  SUPPORTING  THEIR  CRi:i>IT  IX  ALL  TIIK  OPKHATIONS  OF 
GOVKRNMKNT,  IN  TIIK  COMMERCR  OF  TIIKIR  INIIAIJITANTS,  AND,  AJJOVK  ALL,  IN 
TUK  PROTECTION  OF  NATIONAL  INDUSTRY. 

As  to  the  possibility  of  supporting  their  credit  in  the  cases  mentioned,  there  is  no 
doubt  it  is  Tery  possihlc.  How  far  it  iHprohabh  is  a  question  less  easy  to  answer.  If 
the  taxes  called  for  by  Congress  last  fall  bo  duly  paid  all  will  be  safe.  Hut  whether 
they  have  been  paid  or  not  I  am  wholly  uninformed,  exrc]>t  that  I  find  in  a  public 
paper  that  Virginia  had  made  good  her  first  payment.  As  I  daily  expect  to  receive 
advices  from  America  on  this  suliject,  I  shall  postpone  saying  anything  further  on  it 
at  present,  but  your  excellency  may  rely  on  my  communicating  to  you  a  full  state  of 
what  intelligence  I  may  have  respecting  it. 

As  to  supporting  their  credit  in  commcrcCf  it  is  attended  with  eonsidorahle,  though 
not  insurmountable,  difllcullios.  They  are  of  two  kinds,  the  want  of  Bulliciont  com- 
modities for  remittances  and  the  risk  of  transporting  them.  In  ordinary  North 
America  abounds  iu  valuable  commodities,  such  as  fish,  oil,  lumber,  provisions  of  flesh 
and  corn,  iron,  tobacco,  and  naval  stores,  peltry,  indigo,  i>ota8h,  and  other  articles,  all 
of  which  have  greatly  diminished  since  the  war;  the  laborers  forniorly  employed  in 
producing  them  having  been  often  called  to  the  field  and  by  other  efTectsS  of  the  war 
been  prevented  from  regularly  following  their  usual  occupations.  Of  some  of  these 
articles  America  still  produces  more  than  is  necessary  for  h<'r  own  consumption,  but 
the  risk  of  transporting  them  to  Europe  renders  her  remit  lances  v(;ry  uncertain. 
The  asylum  which  all  British  armed  vessels  find  in  the  ports  of  Tortugal  enables  them 
to  cruise  very  conveuieutly  and  with  groat  advantage  off  the  Western  Islands,  and 


Willi  iT- 

itwn.vH  111 
North  Akk 


DII'I.OMATIC  C0BBB8P0NDBNCE. 

IT  fur  ;tiiiii<ynL;{  veaBoU  f^iug  from  Uionco  to  Pniioe,  Sp^n,  or 
Mntii'i' It  in  tli.'it  tli«  trnilo  fro  tii  Amu  hen  to  St.  Euatatia  has  of 

iHi'il,  it  IikIiii;  cnrriwl  on  itrincipnll;  tii  aiooll  fMt-nillD)!  voMcls 
n  iitrt,  mill  tlitit  the  cLief  remitLaDuoa  to  Enropa  Iibto  been  iu 

l<Mil<>r  flixhlru. 

i]<riil<>('lii>ii»rH<ittaNallai{iurry,  I  take  It  for  grftntod  that  it  will 
•n  It  in  liioratirn  aud  nut  dloooiiraged,  wlilob  wa^  the  oaae  in 
I  li'I't.  it :  every  iiinti  being  tliirii  ut  Jibortf,  b;  tba  law,  to  cultl- 
l<1<-;isi«t,  ti>  rnixo  what  lie  plensod,  t-o  iiinDiifactiire  oa  he  plnawnl, 
1-11  nf  lii^  l:il>iir  to  whom  he  iileanul,  mid  for  the  boat  i>rico«,  wiUi- 
iiHillKiiHU'tiiilnonvor.  I  havu.iiidceil,  iio  apprclionaioiiB  whatever 
'lii-\'i-  llicrv  nro  un  puopte  uioro  iDilustriooa  than  thoaeof  Amerioa, 
II  llioir  |>i>piil:itiiiii,  their  foniior  oxporta,  and  their  preoeut  pro- 
liiitniiH  tif  lira  nuil  iword  will  be  coDvloced  of  it. 

«  riA  r  ItltANtllKR  or  CUMHKIICK  Wll.L  TirK  STATKM 


,l:  ID  IKIIKMNIKY  BPAIS  WIIKNEVRIt  THIS  I'OWKR  MAY 
nCHATlDSS  111'  TIIK  AMKItlCANS  I 

);iiii  ill  two  wAjfl,  l>y  lighting  the  oiioiny  of  Siiain  olid  by 
» ill  bu  pluiuutd  Ui  rcmnrk  tlint  8]iniii,  na  wull  an  Allior- 

niii,  njid  ttioroforii  lliat  it  is  thu  iuturoot  of  both  to  aiip- 

i;,Miiist  IJii)  oimniion  DiiDiiiy.     It  cnu   not  bo  a  iiiioetiou 

I'  or  li'oa  rnrmltlublo  if  vktoriiiiia  ordofijiited  in  America; 

Ml.  tli.tt  every  nation  ititcroatud  in  tlia  reduation  uf  lier 
Tiir  any  aidii  tlioy  may  alforil  Arnorica  by  the  iiuiiHHitnto 

lli.-li  i'X]iruan  pilrpoae  lit  tlie  olpoDBO  of  Aiiioricaii  blood. 

•\\u  tiili'nt*  Have  lue  tlie  nccuaalty  of  oliaotvin);  that  it  ia 
II  liruakintt  down  the  exorbitaut  puwor  of  a  ualion 
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ailkB,  wines,  and  frniUi ;  notwitbstAodiug  which,  it  \h  propor  to  obtiorvo  that  the 
ooromerce  of  the  American  Staten  will  forever  procaro  them  such  actual  wcallh  as  to 
euable  them  punctually  to  repay  whatever  sums  they  may  borrow. 

now  FAR  IT  MAY  BK  COXVKNIBNT  FOIl  TIIB8R  8TATKS  TO  FUllNISlt  SllirS  OF  WAU, 
TIMIIKR,  AND  OTIIKll  ARTICLF.S  FOR  TUB  KINO'S  AR8BNAI«S  WITHOUT  1>KLAY,  ANIJ, 
IF  IN  TIIRIR  rOWBR,  ON  WHAT  TKRM8  f 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  (lotermino  at  prcsonti  and  thoroforo  will  by  no  means  givo 
your  excellency  my  conjectures  for  intelligence. 

It  is  certain  that  in  ordinary  times  America  can  build  ships  ns  good  and  chuapur 
than  any  other  people,  because  the  materials  cost  them  loss.  The  ships  of  war  now 
in  her  service,  as  to  strength  and  construction,  are  not  e.vcocdod  by  any  on  the  ocean. 
On  this  subject  I  will  write  to  America  for  information,  and  givo  your  oxcolloncy  the 
earliest  notice  of  it.  Naval  stores,  and  particularly  masts  and  spars,  may  certainly 
be  had  there,  and  of  the  best  quality,  and  I  doubt  not  but  tliat  the  AniorlcauM  would 
carry  them  to  the  Havana  or  New  Orleans,  though  1  suspect  their  being  in  a  manner 
destitute  of  pniper  convoys  for  the  European  tralo  would  render  them  backward  in 
bringing  them  to  Spain  on  terms  equal  to  the  risk  of  capture  ou  the  one  hand  and 
the  expectations  of  purchasers  on  the  other. 

TUB  NUMDBR  AND  8TRRNGTII  OF  TUB  AMERICAN  TROOPS,  TIIBIR  PRKSRNT  SITUA- 
TION AND  AUILITY  TO  OPPOSR  TUB  BNKMY,  KSPBCIALLY  IN  OBOROIA  AND  CARO- 
UNA. 

Six  months  have  elapse<l  since  I  left  America,  and  I  had  not  seen  a  return  of  Mio 
army  for  some  time  before  that  i>orio<l.  It  did  not,  I  am  certain,  anionnt  to  its  fnll 
complement,  and  in  my  opinion  did  not  in  the  whole  exceed  thirty  or  thirty-five  thou- 
sand men ;  I  moan  regular  troops. 

The  commander-in-chief,  whoso  abilities,  as  well  as  integrity,  merit  the  highest 
confidence, -was  authorized  to  conduct  all  the  military  operations  in  the  United 
States  at  his  discretion,  subject,  nevorthelaos,  to  such  orders  as  the  Congress  might 
thiukproperfromtimeto  time  to  givo.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  fur  me  (not  having 
received  a  single  letter  on  these  subjects  from  America  since  my  arrival)  to  decide  in 
what  manner  or  proportions  these  troops  are  employed  or  stationed,  thongli  I  am 
conHdent  it  has  been  done  in  the  best  nmuner. 

All  the  men  of  proper  age  in  America  are  liable  to  do  military  duty  in  certain  casen, 
and  with  a  few  exccptifuis  in  all  cases.  The  militia  is  for  the  most  part  divided  into 
a  certain  number  of  classes,  and  whenever  re-enforcements  to  the  main  army  or  any 
dot'ichment  of  it  are  wanting,  they  are  supplied  by  these  cbisses  in  rotation.  These 
re-enforcements  while  in  the  field  are  subject  to  the  like  regulations  with  the  regular 
troops,  and  with  them  submit  to  the  severest  discipline  and  duty.  Hence  it  is  that 
the  people  of  America  have  become  soldiers,  and  th.it  tlm  enemy  have  never  been 
able  to  nmko  a  deep  impression  in  the  country,  or  long  hold  an}'  couHiderablo 
lodgments  at  a  distance  from  their  fleets.  Georgia  i^nd  South  Carolina,  indeed,  enjoy 
these  advantages  in  a  less  degree  than  the  other  States,  their  own  militia  not  being 
very  numerous,  and  speedy  re- enforcements  from  their  neighbors  of  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia  rendered  diflicult  by  the  length  of  the  w.iy.  They  have,  nevertlieleas, 
given  proofs  of  their  spirit  by  varioui  and  great  exertions,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  all  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  provide  for  their  safety,  by  furnishing  them 
with  a  proper  body  of  troops  under  Mnjor-Goneral  Lincoln,  a  very  good  oflicer,  as 
well  as  a  very  good  man. 

Arms  are  still  wanting  in  America,  many  of  those  imported  proving  unlit  for  use, 
and  the  number  of  inhabitants  who  wore  without  proper  arms  at  the  begiiniing  of 
the  war  calling  for  great  supplies.  The  army  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  militia, 
especially  in  the  northern  States,  have  in  general  go^d  arms. 

The  article  of  clothing  has  been,  aud  still  ie,  a  very  iuteresling  ono  to  the  American 
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army.  It  is  iiniiossiblo  to  doscrtlKs  and,  iiidocd,  almost  impossible  to  bolioTO,  tho  hard* 
sliips  thoy  liave  oii<liircd  for  want  of  it.  Tbore  have  bocn  iustauovs — aud  I  speak  from 
tbu  most  iindutibtod  aiitbority— of  coDsidcrablo  dotaobments  marcbiug  bare-footed 
ovorriigf^cd  tracts  of  ico  and  snow,  and  marking  tbe  roate  tbey  took  by  tlie  blood  that 
iKsncd  from  tlioir  feut ;  bnt  noltbor  tboso  terrible  extremities  nor  tbe  alluring  oflbrs 
of  tbe  ouomy  could  prevail  on  tbom  to  quit  tbeir  standards  or  relax  their  ardor.  Their 
condition,  however,  bas  of  lato  boon  much  bettered  by  supplies  from  France  aud  Spaia 
and  American  i>rivatocr8;  but  adequate  ]>rovision  has  not  yet  been  made  for  the  eu- 
suing  winter,  and  I  can  not  conceal  from  your  excellency  my  anxiety  ou  that  head. 
A  supply  of  clotbing  for  twenty  thousand  men,  added  to  what  is  engaged  fur  them 
in  Franco,  would  make  tliat  army  and  all  America  happy. 

•I  fi>rosee  no  other  dilTlculties  in  providing  subsisteuoe  for  the  American  armies  in 
every  station  in  which  they  may  be  placed  than  those  which  may  attend  the  traus- 
]iortation  of  it.  But  when  I  reflect  on  tbe  obstacles  of  this  kind  which  they  havo 
already  met  with  and  surmounted,  I  have  little  uneasiness  about  future  ones.  Tho 
last  crops  in  America  jiromised  to  be  plentiful  when  I  left  it,  bnt  whether  there 
would  beany  and  what  considerable  overplus  for  exportation  was  then  undetermined ; 
the  damages  done  the  wheat  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  by  a  fly 
which  infested  those  countries  not  being  to  my  kuow1e<lge  at  that  time  ascertained. 

llow  many  ships  of  war  belong  to  Congress  is  a  question  I  can  not  answer  with  cer- 
tainty. I  think  there  are  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  in  the  whole.  Of  privateers 
there  are  a  great  number,  but  how  many  exactly  has  not  been  computed.  In  my 
opinion  tliey  exceed  one  hundred ;  several  of  them  very  fine  ships.  Tbe  governor  of 
Martinique  told  me  that  in  that  island  alone  the  American  privateers  bad  brought 
and  sold  above  ilvt*.  thousand  African  slaves  which  they  had  taken  from  the  enemy. 
Nine-tenths  at  least  of  all  the  rum  and  sugar  used  in  North  America  these  three  years 
past  have  been  obtained  in  the  same  way,  and  to  their  successes  have  the  public  been 
indebted  for  the  most  seasonable  and  valuable  supplies  of  military  stores  they  have 
receiveil.  I  left  several  vessels  on  the  stocks  at  Philadelphia,  and  heard«of  more  in 
other  ports. 

Upon  the  whole,  his  majosty  may  rest  perfectly  assured  that  the  Americans  are 
determined,  though  forsaken  by  all  mankind,  to  maintain  their  independence,  and  to 
part  with  it  only  with  their  lives;  the  desolations  aud  distresses  of  war  being  too 
familiar  to  thcui  to  oxcitoany  other  passions  than  indignation  and  resentment. 

That  the  country  will  supply  its  inhabitants  with  provisions,  some  clothing,  und 
some  articles  of  conimcrce. 

That  there  is  no  party  in  America  in  favor  of  returning  under  tbe  dominion  of 
Britain  on  any  terms  whatever. 

That  the  King  of  Franco  is  very  popular  in  America,  being  in  all  parts  of  it  styled 
the  protector  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  that  they  will  hold  tbe  treaty  made  with 
him  inviolate. 

That  the  people  in  America  have  very  liigli  ideas  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of  tho 
Spanish  nation,  and  of  his  Catholic  majesty  especially,  and  that  this  respect  and 
c^tooin  unites  witli  their  interest  in  rendering  them  so  desirous  of  his  friendship  and 
alliance. 

That  the  greatest  didiculty  under  whicli  America  labors  arises  from  tbe  great 
depreciation  of  her  bills  of  credit,  owing  principally  to  a  greater  sum  having  been 
oniittod  than  was  necessary  for  a  medium  of  commerce,  and  to  the  impossibility  of 
remedying  it  by  taxes  before  regular  governments?  were  established. 

That  groat  attempts,  spcondod  by  the  general  voice  of  the  people,  have  been  made 
to  retrieve  the  credit  of  those  bills  by  taxation,  the  issue  of  which  was  as  yet  uncer- 
tain ;  bnt  if  unauccfvssful,  a  rccnrrcnce  to  taxes  in  kind  was  still  left  and  would  be 
practised,  though  it  is  an  expedient  which  nothing  but  necessity  can  render  eligible. 

That  if  France  and  Spain  wore  to  unite  their  endeavors  to  conquer  Britain  in 
America  by  fnrniehiug  tbe  latt-or  witj\  the  necessary  aids  of  ammunition,  elothtugy 
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and  800)0  moDoy,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  houso  of  Bourbon  would  And  it 
the  most  certain  and  least  expensive  method  of  reducing  tho  power  of  tlieir  irrecon- 
cilable enemy,  and  not  only  command  the  gratitude  and  perpetual  attachment  of 
America,  but  the  general  approbation  of  all  who  wish  well  to  tbe  tranquillity  of 
Europe  and  the  righf-s  of  mankind ;  thus  would  that  illustrious  house  erect  glo- 
rious and  lasting  monuments  to  their  virtues  in  the  hearts  of  a  whole  people. 

I  fear  your  excellency  will  consider  the  intelligence  h^re  given  less  full  aud  precise 
than  you  expected.  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  render  it  more  so,  but  it  is 
not.  I  hope,  however,  it  will  be  thought  sufficient  to  open  a  way  to  those  further  dis- 
cussions which  must  precede  the  measures  necessary  to  bind  America  to  Spain  as  well 
as  to  France,  and  thereby  complete  the  division  and  conscciucntly  the  humiliation  of 
the  British  empire;  a  work  too  glorious  and  laudable  not  to  merit  tho  notice  of  so 
magnanimous  a  prince  as  his  majesty,  and  engage  the  attention  of  a  minister  of  such 
acknowledged  abilities  as  your  excellency. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  apologize  for  my  trespassing 
so  long  on  your  excellency's  patience  so  soon  after  your  return  to  Araujuez. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

This  letter  gives  occasion  for  many  observations,  which  I  am  per- 
saaded  will  not  escape  Congress,  and  therefore  I  forbear  repeating 
them.  Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  on  some  of  the 
subjects  of  it  I  ought  to  be  without  delay  apprised  of  the  intentions  of 
Congress,  and  furnished  with  such  information  aud  instructions  as  may 
be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  fulfill  them. 

On  the  27th  of  April  last  I  received  at  Madrid  a  letter  from  tho 
committee  of  foreign  affairs,  enclosing  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  23d  aud  29th  of  November,  1779,  for  drawing  on  Mr. 
Laurens  and  myself  for  £100,000  sterling  each.  I  went  the  next  day  to 
Araujuez,  and  the  day  after  wrote  to  the  Count  do  Florida  Blanca  in 
the  words  following,  viz. 

ARANJUEZ,  Ajml  29,  1780. 

Sir:  By  the  address  of  Congress  to  their  coustitucnts  on  the  subject  of  their 
flnances,  which  I  had  tho  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  oxcoIluMcy,  you  liavo  doubt- 
less observed  that  in  September  last  Congress  came  to  a  n^iolution  of  omitting  uo 
more  bills  than,  with  those  already  emitted  aud  in  circuhition,  ^vould  amount  to 
$200,000,000 ;  that  about  the  same  time  they  called  upon  their  constituents  to  raise 
money  by  taxes,  and  assigned  the  first  day  of  January  last  for  the  first  payment,  at 
which  day  it  was  supposed  that  the  bills  to  be  emitted  wouhl  be  nearly  expended. 

Congress,  perceiving  that  at  once  to  stop  the  great  channel  of  supplies  that  bad  been 
open  over  since  the  war,  aud  to  substitute  another  e^iually  productive,  was  not  one 
of  those  measures  which  operate  almost  insensibly,  without  hazard  or  difliculty,  nnd 
well  knowing  that  if  the  first  payment  of  these  taxes  should  bo  delayed  beyond  the 
limited  time  the  treasury  would  bo  without  money  and  tho  public  oprrations  ob- 
structed by  all  the  evils  consequent  to  it,  they  were  of  opinion  tliat  collateral  and  aux- 
iliary measures  were  necessary  to  insure  success  to  the  groat  .systcni  for  retrieving  and 
supporting  the  public  credit.  So  early,  therefore,  as  the  *2:M  day  of  Novoniher  lastthcj' 
took  this  subject  into  their  ujost  serious  cousideratioji,  ami  although  they  had  the 
highest  reason  to  confide  in  tho  exertions  of  their  eonstitncnlH,  y(!t  having  recijived 
repeated  assurancosof  his  majesty's  friendly  dispo.sition  toward  tluMu,  and  being  well 
persuaded  that  they  could  avail  themselves  of  his  majesty's  IVicndship  on  no  occasion 
more  agreeable  to  him  and  advantageous  to  them  than  ou  one  so  iutercsting  to  the 
United  States  and  important  to  tho  common  cause,  they  adopted  a  uieneure  which, 
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mt  for  llic<io  cniiNiilprnlin 
lit  £IOO,r)0(l(i(iTli.»fi,  pay 
TliO  clr;lwitiK   1<illn  \>r•■^ 


An  I  dlinll  nlwftj'H  think  it 
iiy  jmwpr  IJial.  mny  ciiftbln  lii 
lie.  dUto  of  Aineticnii  nllairs, 


iii1>i-rl:>!< 


nd  I. 


.-.I,  for 


ii)i{;1it  iiiiiKMr  extmordinor;,  vIk,  to  clnir  billii  upon  nw 
n  nt  nix.  innnthi'  alglit. 

iH  In  iiolicB  or  obtaining  money  to  aktlsfy  tbem  mar  tt 
iril.  wlini  it  ti  coiiBlilorod  that  the  wliolu  anocm  of  this 
uiiK  (iliirD  between  tlio  a3<I  of  Norember  and  lli«  let  of 
I  il,  n-:iit  iiiipostlblo  to  umlcDtUe  appltoktIoD,  hli  m^jenij'B 
iiiiiitcil,  roa-lilreiciiBoit. 

my  iliity  to  glvo  jonr  oxcelloncy  all  the  iDfocmatloi)  in 

iii^ijrHi.y  from  time  to  time  to  form  m  tmejudgmont  of 

I,  il  in  prnper  tbftt  I  abonld  inform  your  esoelliinoy  thftt 

Ixliovn  thnt  %  loan  might  be  obtained  In  Ilolltuid,  did 
I'licn  tiike mewiiree for  Ibnl  pnrpoee,  >nd  oa  tbe  S3d«f 
:n»'  liille  on  Hr.  llenr;  Laureua,  to  whom  that  bnelneM 

Niim  of  £100,000  sterling. 

in  not  in  my  power  to  Bdviao  yoar  ezoellenoj  of  these 

•>t  until  the  STtb  initaot,  al  Madrid,  that  I  reoetrod  the 

llll'UI. 

ilr:iir  Ibis  lettur  toto  greater  length  than  tbe  opinion  I 
si'i'riiiiient  will  permit  me  to  tblok  neo«M«rj,  I  forbear 
mill  nti«nt]on  than  to  retjuett  tbe  favor  of  yonr  excel- 
iPsty. 

i>w  dr»nn  townrds  bim  by  their  opinion  of  hta  virtues 
iiiiii;  nnd  1  Hatter  myself  U  will  not  be  long  before  thai t 
111  lii'nugni^l  by  sucb  marks  of  bis  m^eity'a  friendship 
Ilia]'  prompt  and  tliolr  occaaiona  render  expedient. 
1  i''<l<-uiii,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JoiIH  Jay. 


Oil  tlic  subject  of  this  ami  my  furiuor  letter  I  liad  a  couferenoe  with 


I  grenlly  rn);rot  tliat  it.  v 
imttcTH  noonor;  but  it  wnn 
otier  nrbicli  iitrnniiuil  uw  n 

A«  fiirllior  romntks  wi.nl. 
inveof  yoiir<-xcolli!t.ry'«  ■ 
oiifior  to  oncnge  your  timn 
[Micy  to  Iny  it  linfuro  bin  tin 

'Dm  eyes  of  Aiinricii  aro 
iiid  Ibonitnntiimnf  thi'ira 
lenrtiaTiilafrcrtioiwwill  a 
IS  hia  wiitilom  ami  lilieialit; 
Willi  groBl  fospiTt  ai 
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necessary  stores  to  supply  the  fleet  under  the  admirals  Cordova  and  Gaston  on  tkdir 
arrival  in  the  porta  of  Spain.  That  thoy  had  boon  forced  to  hcII  tho8o  Htoros  thus  H«)nt 
to  France  and  others  purchased  for  the  same  purpose  at  Bordoaux,  Nantes,  and  oIro- 
where  at  half  price;  and  added  that  their  loss  on  this  occasion  could  scarco  bo  cal- 
culated. This,  Joined  to  other  expenses,  and  the  grout  loHses  they  had  Riistnined  in 
their  marine  and  commerce,  but  chiefly  in  the  former,  and  tho  groat  expenses  thoy 
were  at  in  consequence  thereof,  rendered  it  difllcult  for  tho  king  to  do  for  America 
what  ho  could  have  done  easily  the  last  year,  and  which  he  declared  repeatedly,  and 
in  the  strongest  manner,  it  was  his  intention  to  do,  and  nn'ght  bo  judged  from  his 
conduct  horet-ofore;  touching  slightly  on  the  succors  sent  us  from  Spain,  the  Havana, 
and  Louisiana,  but  dwelling  on  his  conduct  in  the  negotiation  last  year  with  Great 
Britain,  in  which  he  would  on  no  account  be  brought  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of 
America. 

Such  being  his  majesty's  disposition  and  intentions  previous  to  tho  war,  Mr.  Jay 
might  easily  Judge  that  he  was  not  less  determined  at  present  to  support  their  inter- 
ests, whether  formerly  connected  with  America  by  treaty  or  not.  That,  notwith- 
standing the  losses  and  misfortunes  sustained,  tho  king's  resolution,  courage,  and 
fortitude  induced  him  to  continue  the  war,  and  that  therefore  they  were  obliged  to 
incur  much  expense  in  order  to  fill  their  magazines  and  make  the  noccHsary  i»repara- 
tions  for  this  campaign  and  the  next,  yet  that  it  was  his  majesty's  intention  to  givo 
America  all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  That  it  was  as  much  his  inclination  as  duty 
to  second  these  dispositions,  and  that  he  had  received  the  king's  orders  to  confer  witli 
his  colleagues  theroon.  He  observed,  however,  that  although  ho  was  first  secretary 
of  state,  he  must  first  confer  with  them  on  this  subject;  and  from  his  own  personal 
inclinations  to  second  the  king's  intentions  and  to  servo  America  he  wns  desirous  of 
concerting  with  Mr.  Jay  measures  in  such  a  manner  as  would  prevent  him  from  meet- 
ing with  opposition  from  his  colleagues,  and  therefore  he  spoke  to  him  not  as  a  min* 
ist«r,  but  as  an  individual. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this,  he  said  it  was  necessary  to  make  some  overtures  for  a 
contract,  in  case  Mr.  Jay  was  not  absolutely  empowered  to  make  one ;  and  tiicn  ho 
pointed  out  the  object  most  essential  to  tho  iutere>sts  of  Spain  at  tho  pre.seut  conjunc- 
ture. He  said  that  for  their  nmrino  thoy  wanted  light  frigates,  cutters,  or  swift-sail, 
ing  vessels  of  that  size.  That  forships  of  the  line,  thoy  could  procure  them  tliem.solvcs; 
that  if  America  could  furnish  them  with  the  former,  thoy  might  he  sent  to  their  ports 
in  Biscay,  loaded  with  tobacco  or  other  produce,  and,  discliarging  tneir  cargoes,  bo 
loft  at  the  disposition  of  Spain.  He  also  mentioned  timber  for  vessels,  but  said  that 
was  an  article  which  was  not  so  immediately  necessary,  though  it  might  be  an  object 
of  consequence  in  future.  He  observed  that  he  mentioned  this  at  present  in  order 
that  Mr.  Jay  might  turn  his  thoughts  on  that  subject  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  ho 
would,  in  order  to  explain  himself  with  more  precision,  send  him,  either  on  Saturday 
or  Sunday  next,  notes  containing  his  ideas  on  this  subject,  and  adding  that  ho  hoped 
that  tho  one,  viz.  Jay,  would  assist  tho  other,  meaning  himself,  to  manage  matters  in 
such  a  way  as  to  procuro  tho  means  of  obtaining  for  America  present  aid. 

With  respect  to  tho  bills  of  exchango  which  might  be  ]>re8ented,  lie  said  thai  at 
the  end  of  tho  present  yeur,  or  in  tho  beginning  of  tho  next,  ho  would  have  it  in  his 
power  to  advance  twenty-five,  thirty,  or  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling;  an«l  in  tho 
mean  time,  should  these  bills  be  presented  for  payment,  ho  would  take  such  measures 
as  would  satisfy  tho  owners  of  thoni,  viz,  by  engaging,  in  the  nauie  of  his  majesty,  to 
pay  them,  observing  that  the  king's  good  faith  and  credit  were  so  well  known  thai 
he  did  not  imagine  this  would  bo  a  difficult  matter.  Ho  also  said  that,  in  consefiueuco 
of  what  Mr.  Jay  had  written  with  respect  to  clothing  for  tho  American  army,  it  might 
be  in  his  power  to  send  supplies  of  cloth,  etc.,  which  ho  would  endeavor  to  do. 

Mr.  Jay,  in  answer,  assured  him  of  his  high  seuvso  of  the  fraukucRsand  caiulor  with 
which  he  had  been  so  obliging  as  to  communicato  the  king's  intentions  anil  his  own 
sentiments,  and  gave  him  the  strongest  assurances  that  he  should,  for  his  ])art,  with 
the  same  frankness  and  caudor,  give  him  all  tho  assistance  and  information  in  his 
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:i>tirii1rucs  ill  these  nsRuratioea,  s^d  be  had  bflon  w<dl 
"(Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Cariulcliael  (who  wbb  pT«Mtit 
liliTi'il  Ihbii)  M  It»  kaniBM  kOHNJlM,  and  that  iio  con- 
ii[iuii  biin  to  have  treated  with  meu  who  did  not  siw- 

tlio  Hocund  potiit,  tIe,  with  reapeot  to  the  treaty  iu 
mil  Ainorica.  Ho  bognii  by  obMTvlng  that  be  now 
I  tlinl  he  would  be  aa  cnuilid  and  frank  aa  be  had 
iKiii ;  mill  that  it  waa  alwaya  lili  dlsgiosition  to  do  so 
I'll  tlio  Hniiio  cuuiliict.  Ho  tboii  ]iroccoded  to  ol)eerve 
i>  rrniii  which  ho  ap)ireIieii<1oct  any  great  iliBlouIty  1q 
mill  I'lainI/  intimutvii  tbat  tbia  arose  Trom  the  pro- 
;atioii  of  tlio  Uisainailipi.  IIu  rexwated  the  infortna- 
I'll  Aiim  JI.  Mlraliod,  Ibat  Cougresi  had  at  one  time 
<■  ntsfi  knew  froTn  the  samo  source  that  afterwards 
lint  of  the  treaty.  ]Io  ox  pressed  his  iinoaslneaa  ou 
into  the  views  of  Spain  with  respect  to  tho  bouud- 

iiiio  aiiil  Capo ,  and  expreesad   their  reaoln- 

Ki  l':ii|;1isb  entirely  from  I  ho  Qui  f  ofUezico)  they 
ipod  would  be porpetnuil  betweeo  tbetwo  o< 
itnxiety,  resolution,  and  ftnuneas  ou  this  point, 
i>d  might  be  falti.'u  upou  to  remove  this  obstacle. 

:tU  respect  ti 

iig  hi  place,  and  n  ppeared  to  ref^aid  it  as  a  point 

rnccdu ;  r(^p(!ntiug  that  still,  however,  ho  was 

consiiitolit  with  tliegiliin 
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oomiDunioate  to  him,  and  assnred  him  of  his  satinfnction  and  happinoss  in  havinj;  tho 
good  fortnne  to  transact  a  biisineRS  so  important  to  both  countries  with  a  niinistor  so 
liberal  and  candid  in  his  manner  of  thinking  and  acting. 

The  conference  ended,  witli  much  civility  on  tho  ono  part  and  on  tho  otlior,  and 
with  an  intimation  from  tho  count  that  he  should  take  an  opportunity  of  having 
the  pleosure  of  Mr.  Jay's  company  at  dinner,  and  of  boing  on  that  friendly  footing 
on  which  he  wished  to  be  with  him. 

What  passed  in  tho  course  of  this  coDferencc  needs  no  conunciit, 
thoagh  it  calls  for  information  and  instrnctions.  If  Congress  remains 
firm,  as  I  have  no  reason  to  doabt,  respecting  the  Mississippi,  I  think 
Si)ain  will  finally  be  content  with  equitable  regulations,  and  I  wish  to 
know  whether  Congress  would  consider  any  regulations  necessary  to 
prevent  contraband  as  inconsisf.ent  with  their  ideas  of  free  navigation. 
I  wish  that  as  little  as  possible  may  be  left  to  my  discretion,  and  that 
as  I  am  determined  to  adhere  strictly  to  their  sentiments  and  directions, 
I  may  be  favored  with  them  fully  and  in  season. 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  had  upon  all  occasions  treated  me  with 
so  much  fairness,  candor,  and  frankness,  that  between  the  confidence 
due  to  him  and  the  footing  I  was  and  ought  to  be  on  with  the  French 
ambassador  embarrassed  me  exceedingly,  especially  as  there  is  little 
reason  to  doubt  of  their  being  ou  confidential  terms  with  each  other. 
I  was  reduced  to  the  necessity,  therefore,  of  acting  with  exquisite 
duplicity,  a  conduct  which  I  detest  as  immoral  and  disapprove  as  im- 
politic, or  of  mentioning  my  difficulties  to  the  count  and  obtaining  his 
answer.     I  preferred  the  latter,  and  wrote  tho  following  letter  to  him  : 

Ahanjukz,  May  12,  1780. 

Sir:  It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  can  prevail  n])on  niyHclf  to  draw  your 
excellency's  attention  from  the  great  objects  that  pcrpctusilly  onp^a^^e  it.  l\\\l  the 
liberality,  frankness,  and  candor  which  distinguished  your  conduct  townrds  mo  the 
last  eveninfir  has  impressed  me  with  such  sontiuiouts  of  cnrrcspondrnt  delicacy  as 
to  place  me  in  a  most  disagreeable  situation. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  benefits  received  by  my  country  from  their  illustrious  ally, 
pronipte<l  by  duty  and  inclination  to  act  not  only  with  the  highest  integrity,  but  the 
greatest  frankness  towards  him  and  his  ministers,  and  inllueuced  by  the  good  opinion 
1  have  imbibed  of  the  talents,  attachment,  and  prudence  of  tho  Count  do  Montuwuin, 
I  have  given  him  and  his  court  assurances  that  he  slionld  roceivo  from  me  all  that 
con6dence  which  these  considerations  dictate.  These  nssnrances  were  sincere;  I 
have  most  strictly  conformed  to  them,  and  as  no  circumstances  of  di'licacy  forbid  it, 
I  have  coumiuuicated  to  him  tho  information  I  gave  your  excellency  relative  to 
American  affairs  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  drawing  bills  upon  mo,  these 
being  the  only  transactions  within  my  knowledge  and  dop:irtnient  which  rolutod  to 
that  proposed  connection  between  Spain  and  America  for  the  accomplishment  of 
which  the  King  of  Franco  has  been  pleased  to  interpose  his  kind  oflices  with  his 
Catholic  majesty. 

Hut,  sir,  my  feelings  will  not  allow  me  to  permit  the  coniidenco  duo  to  one  gentle- 
man to  interfere  with  that  which  may  bo  duo  to  another.  Honor  prescribes  limits 
to  each  which  no  consiileraMon  can  tempt  mo  to  violate.  Yon  R]>oko  to  me  last 
evening  in  the  charactt^r  of  a  i)rivate  gentleman  as  well  as  a  ]>ublic  minister,  and 
in  both  without  reserve.  Let  mo  entreat  your  excellency,  Microfore,  to  inform  me 
whether  I  am  to  consider  your  conferences  with  mo,  either  in  the  whole  or  in  i>:irt, 
as  confidential.     1  am  apprised  of  the  delicacy  of  this  rjueHtion.     I  wish  I  could 
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:ii«w  yniirnrntiiiK^tilH  will i  iml.tiiiR  it.      I  OMnre  7011  mj  Mt«am  aad  TW^ieot  sra 

■>i>  Riiicrro  mill  twi  Rtfat  not-  to  innkn  ins  Mgret  ever;  mensare  thst  omi  give  700  mi 
iiii^nHv  HPiifintioii.  Oil  MiiH  nrciiHiDii  I  itm  nrgttil  byjnntioe  to  yon  aa  well  aatoniTMir, 
inil  tlint  iiiiiHl  liii  Miy  n]>i>1i>ey. 

Iliiiiriu'liii'il  ill  tliK  \v;iyH  of  ciiiirlji,  I  rejoioe  in  fladiug  thnt  I  Ain  to  trmnttet  the 
iii.HiiiOHscoriimittcil  to  iiii>  wtlli  n  tfcnllemBD  who  adoniB  liia  exttlted  abttton  wiU 
irtiicn  an  wtill  nn  Uli'iil^,  .1111)  loiikFi  iluwn  on  tbat  ■;atem  of  ftnewsmnd  obioMierT 
vliicli,  liiiiriiviT  pri'vnic'iil.  iviHil«tu  rpjoctn  nnd  piobit;  diwipproTee. 

Willi  Mriil.iiiiontH  cil  :iil,ii'lLMii<til,  ami  oetoom,  Iliave  the  honor  to  be,  ete., 

John  J  at. 
To  l.liia  I  lowivtil  llic.  Tollnwiiig  nnswor: 

ITnnrintlon.l 

Abamji;k7.,  JfajF  1*,  1780. 

Sir:  K<>Mni1i1i^  «r  (1ii>  riiviiriililo  iipiiiion  yon  ftre  plesaod  to  entertain  of  my  oondnot 
mill  n.i  a  iiiiiiiHiur  niiil  n  |>riviit"  Kiiiitlamiui,  I  li*ve  tlio  honor  to  Maaie  yon  thmt  on 
■vpiy  nncnnidii  ynii  nlinll  n\|>oi'i'-tinn  nothing  bnt  fmukncBn  sud  condor  on  my  part. 
li'Hiili'H  tliiil.  my  nwii  priiKJjiI'Hi  nrn  invarlsblo  011  tlioae  points,  I  am  oortoln  thereby 
A  fiilliiw  Mi«  i^xniii|ilit  mill  ;;<hi<I  iiiUintionsof  the  Iciog,  my  mHter. 

Tlii'dDliiMicy  wliii-li  iiiilii<:i'<l  you  lo doubt  wbetlier  tliere  vronld  beany  Impropriety 
II  ciiiiiiiiiiiunllti);  In  tlm  niiibniwailiirof  Krauco  tbeexptaDntiona  wohad  in  tlie  ootirae 
■r  iiiir  luln  conron^uvu  nrrnriln  wU  with  the  idoa  I  linit  formed  of  your  eharaator, 
iiid  I  mil  piriwml  n'iLb  IIiih  matk  iif  your  attention.  Uoaidei,  ft  apprars  to  mo  that 
I'liii  itiiiy  iln  it  freely,  rHjircinlly  iiH  those  explanations  are  founded  on  priuojples  of 
ii]iitl'y  mill  nisilniii  fur  the  iK'iiiHit  of  the  common  caoae. 

IIiiI  if  hnn^nflctr  ciruiiiLiHliiiii'i-H  iloiuand  a  more  pointed  reserve,  by  oooidenta  ire 
now  fiirrsnu,  wo  nIi:iI1  always  bavo  time  toagioeiipoo  those  poiuto  whieh  it 
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he  18  far  from  eatort^iniDg  tlio  least  doubt  on  the  Bontimonts  of  the  Spanish  minis- 
try,  he  will  not  fail  to  take  tlio  precaution  to  be  informed  of  everything  connected 
with  Sir  John  Dalrymplo's  arrival.  He  advi^ies  Mr.  Jay  to  follow  the  same  course. 
Courts  are  so  beset  with  intrigues  that  nothing  should  be  neglected  which  may  tend  to 
discover  them.  He  repeats  that  he  has  not  the  slightest  cause  to  snspect  tlio  Spanish 
ministry,  hot,  on  the  contrary,  has  the  strongest  reasons  for  confiding  in  its  integrity 
and  honor. 

M.  de  Montmorin  bogs  Mr.  Jay  to  accept  his  compliments,  and  to  present  his  respect, 
fnl  homage  to  Mrs.  Jay. 

Learniug  that  Sir  John  had  obtained  leave  to  go  to  France  in  his  way 
to  England,  1  apprised  Mr.  Adams  of  it  in  a  letter  of  the  2Gth  of  April, 
1780,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

Sir  John  Dalrympleishcre;  he  came  from  Portugal  for  the  benefit  of  his  lady's  health, 
as  is  said.  lie  is  now  at  Araujuez.  He  has  scon  the  iuiporial  ambassador,  the  governor 
of  the  city,  SoHor  Campomanos,  the  Duke  of  Alva,  and  several  others  named  tohiui 
I  suppose  by  Lord  (Grantham,  who  I  find  was  much  respected  here.  He  will  return 
through  Franco  to  Britain.  I  shall  go  to  Araujuez  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  shall 
form  some  judgment  of  that  gentlemen's  success  by  the  conduct  of  the  court  towards 
America. 

On  waiting  on  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  a  few  days  afterwards  at 
Aranjnez,  he  told  me  that  Sir  John  had  applied  to  him  to  obt.ain  from 
him  permission  to  go  through  Spain  to  Frnnce  and  to  the  French  min- 
ister for  a  pnsaport  through  that  kingdom  to  England.  The  indisposi- 
tion of  his  lady  was  the  re<ason  assigned  for  not  going  from  Portugal  by 
water.  That,  in  conversation.  Sir  John  took  occasion  to  say  several 
things  respecting  the  war  and  the  manner  of  drawing  it  to  a  conclu- 
sion. That  the  count  desired  him  to  reduce  what  he  would  wish  to  say 
on  that  subject  to  writing,  and  that  Sir  John  thereupon  sent  him  a  paper 
entitled  "A  Historical  Anecdote,"  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

A   PKOJKCT  OF   LOUD   ROCIIFORD  TO   PKICVKNT  THE   WAU. 

Before  the  declaration  of  France  in  favor  of  America  Lord  Rochford,  formerly 
ambassador  in  Spain  and  in  France,  formed  n  project  to  prevent  the  war.  It.  was, 
that  England  should  propose  a  great  treaty  of  confederation  between  France,  Spain, 
Portngal,  and  England,  the  object  of  which  should  be  the  three  followiug:  The  first, 
a  mutual  guarauty  betweeu  these  four  powers  of  their  possessions  iu  America  and 
the  twa  Indies,  with  a  proviso  that  a  war  in  Europe  should  never  be  a  war  in  those 
remote  regions  on  any  pretext  whatever,  fixing  also  the  number  of  troops  and  ves- 
sels to  be  furnished  by  the  contracting  powers  against  the  power  that  should  contra- 
vene the  |)eace  in  those  distant  parts.  The  second  object  was,  to  grant  a  participa- 
tion in  the  coininerco  of  America  to  Franco,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  as  far  as  such 
participation  might  not  be  incouipatiblo  with  tho  connnon  interests  and  without  the 
rivalship  of  English  America  and  England.  The  third  object  was,  tho  adjustment  of 
the  contested  privileges  of  tho  Americans  upon  i)rinciplos  Just  and  honorable  for 
them.  Lord  Rocliford  was  at  that  time  secretary  of  state.  Mt}  told  me  that  the  first 
person  to  whom  he  had  coninninicatcd  this  project  was  tlio  late  Prince  of  Maznrano, 
ambassador  of  Spain,  and  tliat  though  old  and  iudi8]>osed,  lie  arose  and  embraced 
him,  and  said,  *•  Ah !  my  lord,  what  divinity  has  inspired  you?"  Lord  Kochford  also 
communicated  it  to  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  then  atid  still  continues  one  of  tho  minis- 
ters of  tlie  King  of  England,  who  gave  it  his  approbation  :  but  Lonl  Rochford  soon 
after  quitted  tho  niini.Mtry  and  rctirofl  to  the  country,  by  which  accident  the  project 
failed  of  being  presented  to  the  cabinet  of  the  king. 
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ivciT  :i  rrl»(i'Mi  of  IIiim  niK'cilnto,  1irc»aM>  I  nil)  one  of  tlio  Tonr  or  fira  per- 
ilniiK  kiinu  ihi'  irtilli  <>rih.  nnil  liMnane  I  nm  nf  opinion  tliAt  it  U  not  yet 
I  r<'vivi>  n  j'lojr'it  wliidi  niU  naTfl  a  million  of  Christimna  from  beeominf; 
<l  nr|>li:iiiM.  Am  I<>  IIii>  liriit  nbjiict  of  aiicb  ft  cotifeileraej,  Lord  Rocbford 
iilit  i>r  till'  inopn-iiiioii'H  liriti^  accepted  bj  nil  tho  powsn,  beoanae  It  irms 
il  nf  »11  l<)  iirrrgit.  it.  'i'lii^  looaea  of  t'lonca  in  the  two  IndieR  tho  laat  Wkr, 
niixrniiiii)i-H  ill  tlu>  K»^t.  Iiiillos  in  tbe  prosoot  one,  wliero  in  aix  weeks 
bint  III!  Ilicy  p'lsii'.-'si'il ;  tlin  lowM  of  tbe  Spftnlnrds  in  tbe  Iftat  wnr  in  tlio 
1,  nrirl  on^ii  I  in-  Blmk"  llin  ntlicr  Jay  In  tl>o  Jtny  of  Honilnran  by  n  ynnne 
it)i  !i  lutiicirnl  'if  snliiiiTM;  tlio  fncillty  wilb  nbicb  rottiigftl  loat  tho  iiilnncl 
lai'iui'  ill  (lu-  ]tr:i/i1-.,  iiikI  (be  mlnfortiincii  oE  tlio  niisliiih  ami  ion  tlio  throe 
ill  Aiiii'i'ii':i,  .'ill  ]iri>vi'  Mint  Fmnro,  Apnin,  I'ortn(;nl,  Kntl  Englnnd  linvo 
I'  pnilH  in  Aiii'Tii'ii  :>iul  tbn  two  lull  ion,  niid  of  conneqnonco  tbat  they  have 
iri'Ht  ill  n  timtiinl  t;iininiity  of  their  possoaaiona  iu  those  throe  pfttta  of  tlio 

•■  Honiri'I  nil  jiTl  nf  I  be  ponfodoracy,  I  am  aonaiblo  thut  tho  idea  of  tho  other 
'VH  ii;itlii'i]>.-i(iii{.'  ill  lliu  coLiimorce  of  America,  uiiiIt  the  limitation  of  Ita 
iiiroiiijMtililn  ivilli  tliK  cniiimou  iiitorpsta  nf  Engliah  America  and  England, 
KoiiKMi  liat.  v.'i^riin  unci  milijcct  to  iliaputcn.  Uiit  fortunately  for  humanity, 
ivt!  [ii'iHnii.a  ill  i.lin«i'  livi-  cnuiitrioa of  cbarftctora  which  render  tbem  proper 
in  ninliiifi  i>r  iniiii'  clrirnniiinte  regiilntions  which  will  admit  of  no  dis- 
iiiiiy  I'liricli  l''i;iiiri\  K|'iiin,  and  Portugal,  withont  impoveriahing  England 
'nlniiir'H.  Ill  Anirrirn  tlicro  is  Dr.  Franklin,  perhaps  tbe  first  genius  of 
.111)  iH  \v<:U  n<-<)iiuiiitc'il  with  the  commercial  eoDnectioDS  between  Amnric* 
mil;  I'j'niiro  Ir.m  b<ir  cniiiptroUer-general,  who  from  bla  youth  baa  been 
l>  in  Miu  finicli'i'iif  cninmurce;  in  Spain  we  find  U.  Campooiancs,  who  baa 
Oil'  inatnrily  nriili  lifr  in  ntnilios  that  give  him  a  superiority  in  iliaoasaions 
il ;  I 'n it II i;.-! I  will  111'  tiKsiHleil  by  tho  connnolsof  tbe  Duke  of  nr.ignnen,  who 
I'll  kni>wlnl);i'  ill  nlninHt  every  field — in  conrta,  in  lihrarios,  and  eren  on  the 
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While  the  Americans  continue  in  a  state  whi«h  the  Enp^li^li  call  rebellion,  their 
commerce  wifch  Europe  will  he  interrupted  by  English  cruisers.  Thus  they  will  draw 
but  a  small  quantity  of  these  precious  metals  from  this  iirst  source.  Tho  pensious  of 
France  and  Spain  will  be  much  too  inconsiderable  to  support  the  afj^riculture  and 
manufaotnres  of  so  extensive  a  country.  Their  only  remaining  source,  then,  for  these 
metals  will  be  in  the  contraband  or  wars  with  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  provinces. 
To  prevent  this  contraband,  the  treaty  of  confederation  might  make  provision  ngainst 
the  contraband  both  of  the  English  and  Americans.  It  is  a  delicate  point  for  an 
Englishman  to  suggest  the  meansj  but  were  the  two  nations  sincerely  disposed  for 
peace,  J  could  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  suggest  tho  iufalliblo  means. 

Spain  has  another  interest,  perhaps  still  greater,  against  tho  independence  of  the 
Americans,  and  consequently  in  favor  of  tho  treaty  in  question.  Tho  Americans,  who 
will  bo  able  to  fly  with  their  sails  wherever  they  please,  will  make  establishments  in 
New  Zealand,  the  islands  of  Otaheite,  or  some  other  islands  in  tho  South  Sea,  from 
whence  they  will  torment  the  Spaniards  in  that  sea,  and  even  the  English,  tho  French, 
the  Portuguese,  and  the  Dutch  in  the  East  India  seas.  Being  independent,  no 
treaty  will  prevent  their  making  such  establishments.  They  may  make  them 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  nations.  Captain  Cook,  in  his  last  printed  voyages, 
says  there  are  forty-seven  thousand  seafaring  peoplo  in  tho  island  of  Otaheite 
alone;  and  Captain  Wallis,  who  discovered  those  Islands,  told  me  at  Lisbon  a 
few  days  ago  that  the  inhabitant  of  Otaheite  wont  to  tho  masthead  of  the  Eng- 
lish ships,  and  ran  on  the  yard-arms  as  well  in  throo  days'  time  as  the  English 
mariners,  and  gave  me  two  reasons  for  it.  The  first  was,  that  living  on  fish,  they  are 
all  seafaring  people ;  and  the  second,  that  those  who  wear  no  shoes  aro  always  the 
most  dexterous  in  mounting  the  upper  parts  of  a  ship.  Captain  Cook  also  in  the 
same  voyage  gives  a  description  of  a  port  and  city  in  Now  Zealand  which  might  in  a 
few  weeks  be  made  impregnable,  and  one  needs  only  look  at  the  shape  of  the  islands 
in  the  South  seas  in  the  maps  we  have  of  them  to  be  convinced  that  they  have  no 
small  number  of  these  impregnable  ports. 

I  show  myself  as  much  a  friend  to  Spain,  to  Franco,  to  Portugal,  and  Holland  os 
to  England  in  disclosing  the  following  idoa,  which  may  have  escaped  others:  Heretofore 
it  was  impossible  to  go  to  the  South  seas  with  any  safety  but  in  tho  months  of  De- 
cember and  January,  and  by  the  dreadful  latitudes  round  C.'>]»e  Horn.  But  tho  late 
discoveries  of  Captain  Cook  and  other  Englishmen  have  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  going  thither  in  every  month  of  the  year  round  the  Cape  of  (jood  Hope 
and  the  fine  latitude  of  New  Zealand,  and  in  almost  tho  same  time — the  one  being  a 
passage  of  four  and  tho  other  of  five  months — because  tho  sauio  west  wind,  which 
blows  almost  the  whole  of  tho  year  and  retards  the  vessels  p.assing  by  Capo  Horn, 
carries  them  with  rapidity  by  the  Capo  of  Good  Hope  and  Now  Zealand.  Hence  it 
follows  that  when  the  Americans  quarrel  with  Spai  n  perhaps  on  tho  subject  of  the  con  - 
trabaud,  they  will  send  their  ships  on  the  coast  of  Chili  from  their  establishments  in 
the  South  soas  by  the  latitudes  of  Now  Zealand,  and  with  tho  west  winds,  which 
always  blow  in  that  quarter.  This  is  a  voyage  of  only  fivo  weeks;  for  Captain 
Cook  in  one  voyage,  and  Captain  Fourneaux  in  another,  went  from  Now  Zealand  to 
Cape  Horn  in  less  time,  and  the  journal  of  the  winds  annexed  to  the  voy.ago  of  Cap- 
tain Cook  shows  that  tho  west  winds  in  those  latitudes  bear  to  tho  cast  the  propor- 
tion of  ten  to  one.  When  their  vessels  are  on  the  const  of  Chili  they  will  take  the 
advantage  of  the  land  wind,  which,  blowing  constantly  from  south  to  north,  will 
carry  them  along  tho  coasts  of  Chili  and  Peru.  With  this  wind  they  will  go  in  four- 
teen days  to  the  Bay  of  Panama,  and  in  the  course  of  this  voyage  they  will  ravage 
the  seacoasts,  and  make  i)rizes  of  all  the  vessels  they  meet.  Tho  naval  force  of 
Spain  at  Lima  will  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  hinder  them,  for  the  same  south  wind 
which  will  push  the  Americans  forward  will  prevent  the  Heels  of  Spain  going  to  meet 
them.  From  the  Bay  of  Panama  they  will  return  by  tho  great  wind  of  tho  tropics, 
which  never  fails  blowing  from  esist  to  west,  either  to  their  settlements  in  tho  South 
seas  or  to  sell  thoir  prizes  in  the  seas  of  China  or  India,  from  whence  they  will  por- 
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linpB  iijiniii  rnliini  Willi  ni-w  vpwm'Ii".  newly  tnAiiiiciI,  to  mpeat  tlieir  TsTnges.  Theli 
rittiirii  will  Mtlior  br  l>.v  Ni^w  /.imIhikI  in  rnmiiig  from  Ibo  lodiea,  orli;  thslatitadeor 
forl.v  ii'Tth  in  cniiiiiifi;  Troiii  Cliinn.  In  thiH  lost  oniw  they  will  fall  on  Mexico,  »ii() 
pri>rittii(;  or  tlic  Imiil  niiirli  tvlticli  alTraji  blow  there  from  north  to  tho  B*7  of  Pau- 
niiia.  llii'v  will  iavnj;i«  Musii-.i  !vt  lipfore  thny  rnvaKOd  CLili  nndPeTD.  From  the  Baf 
of  rni>niii:i  llii'.v  will  ri'l.iini  Iiy  tliK  Ki^ftt  trnpic  wind  either  to  tlielrown  biiiue«in 
tlir  Soiilli  Rt'nH  or  t<>  tliii  ni'iiH  of  Adia,  to  rpiiow  n  war  inaaltiog,  tormenting,  naA 

On  tlin  nlliKr  liitnil,  wlii'ii  nt  wnr  iritU  England,  Vrance,  Portngal,  or  HollMid,  they 
will  ilirc't^t  tlii-irronrmrcoin  (tmir  fstnlillsbmAUtd  In  the  Botith  Seoaand  fall  upon  the 
pDwcHxiim*  <if  IliiiMi  |tiiwi>m  in  thn  East  Indiefl,  They  will  have  two  great  routes  to 
)Xn  mill  rM.nrii  l>y — tlii'  nun  to  tlin  wont  of  Now  Zealand,  tho  other  by  tlie  islandB  1m»- 
Iwi-c-M  (.'liinn  mill  New  Hollnnil.  :inil  hi  tilia  tiley  will  bitve  M  many  pasaagea  as  tboro 
niii  iHlniuli.  'I'lK'Mi'e  rullnw-n  llii>  iin[H)mibiIlty  of  waylaying  their  tomoIh  either  going 
iir  "11  tln-ir  ri'tiim.  Tln'^n  riiii«i-'|inince«  may  all  l>opmvnntniI  by  the  treaty  propoaed 
l<y  I.<ir.1  ItoihroKl,  in  wliirh  il,  iMi|;bt  be  atipulatott  that  tbcM  ialnnda ahall  forover 
lirl'inc  111  Ihrtr  |iii'(«'mI  inlmiiitaiiU  and  their  poiit«rity,  for  certainly  the  oaUou  who 
hIihII  11ml  )Hi)uii-i4H  hi'tKi'lTo]'  llicMii  will  command  the  commorco  of  the  South  Soaa  and 
IbownfAnia. 

Etir»1ii>,  wiHliinR  Tnr  ihi'  Inili'pi-nilencD  of  America,  reMombles  a  man  atleep  on  iee 
ami  nol.  wniililn  thiit  ii'n  IIiiiwh,  and  tberoforo  to  give  the  greater  weight  to  the  eon- 
fi'ilrriil ii'ii  Ilnllnnd  and  lli'iiiiinrlc,  nbn  have  intoroBln  in  both  the  New  Worlda,  might 
liii  iuvitnil  ti<  hiTiiitn-  I'diitrni'tinK  parties  to  those  articlea  of  treaty  wbioh  regsnl  the 

The  rciisim  'if  tho  rri>qiii»ii(,  breach  of  treaties  la  that  tbey  are  made  witbont  proTi- 
niiin  for  the  fntnrn  riTiiirnr^il  iMtoresta  of  the  contracting  nationa.  The  only  onea 
thai  I  know  of  thiit  p;iy  nttiMil.ion  t«  thla  object  are  the  treatlet  between  Fortngal 
iinil  ICiiKliinil.  by  which  I'lirtiical  gninn  a  tirorornnce  for  the  sale  of  her  winea  in  Eng- 
liiti'l  mill  Eiiglniitt  for  the  n^ile  of  Iter  clotlia  in  J'ortugal.    The  conaeqaonee  ia  that 
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Bragansa,  and  Lord  North  are  all  still  living,  aud  tlie  King  of  Spain,  with  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanoa,  may  pnt  all  these  five  in  motion. 

'  For  my  part  I  have  no  authority  from  the  English  minister  to  present  this  project, 
but  living  in  friendship  with  the  greater  part  of  them,  and  on  an  intimate  footing 
with  the  others,  I  am  certain  that  some  of  the  sentiments  in  this  moniorinl  correspond 
with  their  manner  of  thinking  on  the  sahject.  I  confess  I  received  a  letter  in  Portu- 
gal, fourteen  days  before  my  departure  for  Spain,  from  Lord  Uochford,  who  is  not  at 
present  in  the  ministry,  but  who  is  so  taken  up  with  a  project  that  docs  him  so  much 
honor  that  he  has  advised  me  to  feel  the  pulses  on  the  iiossihility  of  making  it  suc- 
ceed, and  that  I  have  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  from  the  Duke  of  Draganza,  who 
entered  into  the  views  ot  my  Lord  Roohford  not  as  a  politician,  but  as  a  friend  to  hu- 
manity. 

Encouraged  by  such  men,  and  still  more  by  the  dictates  of  my  own  heart,  I  wrote  to 
one  of  the  English  ministers  that  if  I  did  not  find  minds  too  much  lioatcd,  and  there 
was  no  danger  of  givingofiense,  I  intended  to  do  justice  totho  projcctof  my  Lord  Koch- 
ford  in  Spain  and  iu  France,  and  begged  him  to  send  me  an  answer  to  Paris  wliother 
the  ministry  of  England  approved  or  disapproved  my  intentions. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  my  views  being  to  unite  and  not  to  separate  nations,  I 
have  no  objection  that  the  ministers  of  Franco  and  Dr.  Franklin  should  each  have 
a  copy  of  this  memorial.'' 

The  couut  spoke  of  Sir  John  aud  his  anecdote  very  properly,  and 
concluded  with  assurances  of  the  king's  firmness. 

The  manner  in  which  Sir  John  speaks  of  Dr.  Franklin,  however 
just,  I  impute  to  a  design  of  injuring  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
his  constituents. 

The  house  of  Gardoqui,  at  Bilboa,  are  rich,  in  favor  with  the  ministry, 
and  friends  to  America.  The  navy  board  have  sent  to  them  for  goods 
for  the  use  of  the  navy,  and  have  remitted  to  them  only  an  inconsider- 
able part  of  the  sum  to  which  they  will  amount,  desiring  the  residue  on 
credit,  and  promising  speedy  payment.  One  of  the  house  now  here 
spoke  to  me  on  the  subject ;  I  advised  liim  to  complete  the  orders.  It 
is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  navy  board  be  punctual  in  their 
remittances.  American  credit  is  not  high,  and  ought  to  be  higher.  I 
am  the  more  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  that  house  is  exceedingly  well 
disposed,  and  a  disappointment  would  not  only  be  injurious  to  them,  but 
much  more  so  to  us.  Perhaps  it  would  be  a  good  rule  if  the  United 
States  y^ere  to  contract  debts  only  with  governments,  and  never  with 
individuals  abroad. 

1  received  a  letter  last  week  from  a  Captain  Ilawkins,  at  Cadiz,  in- 
forming me  that  the  Americans  who  had  escaped  from  captivity  and 
were  collected  there  were  fitting  out. a  vessel  for  America,  which  they 
were  arming,  and  wished  to  be  enabled  to  act  oU'ensively  aud  defensively 
in  their  way  home,  by  having  a  proper  commission  from  me  for  that 
purpose.  As  I  had  neither  blank  commissions  nor  authority  to  grant 
them,  I  referred  him  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Congress  will  be  pleased  to  consider  how  far  it  may  be  proper  to  re- 
move these  obstacles  by  sending  me  both.  This  leads  me  again  to  re- 
mind your  excellency  of  several  letters  I  wrote  you  from  Cadiz  respect- 
ing American  seamen  coming  to  Spain  IVom  captivity  at  Gibraltar  and 
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oilier  pliK^cs.  As  eojiics  of  1I1C80  lettera  have  been  sent  by  different 
vckncIh,  I  pioNiiiiii^  soino  iiT  Micm  linvo  rebelled  you.  Itcertaiuljis  ncc- 
r^siiry  tlifvt  {irovisioii  1k^  ui;h1o  for  these  people,  and  in  a  regular  estab- 
lislio'l  nianiKtr.     1  niii  very  di-siious  of  inatrnctions  on  thia  subject. 

Tlio  credit  frivoti  init  ))y  CongroBS  on  Dr.  Frank! in  is  expended,  and 
[  !iiM  witlimit  otlii'c  (iipiiiis  of  obtaining  supplies  tlian  by  private  credit, 
wliicli  I  iiin  at  :v  Ioks  Id  Kiit.i.sfy.  To  apply  to  and  be  maintained  by  the 
f-oiirt  JK  ill  my  opiirioii  loo  liurniliating  to  l>o  for  the  pnblic  goo«1;  and 
jifl  yet  ]  Iiiive  niiillicr  rcct^ivod  nor  beard  of  remittaucca  from  America. 
I(  woiilil  gi\Ti  im>  |>lr:)Ki[r(i  to  know  in  wlint  manner  Congress  mean  I 
kIioiiM  I)o  siip|ilio<],  and  wlicibor  any  measures liave been  taken  fortbat 
l.nrjiow. 

I  mil  niiH'li  i-mlniiTiisKod  for  tbe  means  of  conveying  and  receiving 
iiitollig(^it<;<'.  Itciii^  iit  n  r;r(^nt  distance  from  the  sea,  all  my  letters  to 
iiMil  from  Ibfincn  licrc  innat  either  bo  conveyed  by  private  conriers  or 
llii>  pul)li(!  posl.  All  my  letters  by  the  latter,  whether  in  France  or 
.S|»!iiii,  are  oiieiK'd.  Hy  that  conveyance,  therefore,  it  would  not  always 
bo  i»ropiT  (o  w  rill-  ciUiiir  to  Oongresa,  to  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams, 
or  otlicMH  »'iilt  tlhit  fr(-cdoin  which  would  often  be  useful,  and  somc- 
liniOH  iicne^siiry.  The  siilary  allowed  me,  SO  far  from  admittingtbe  ei- 
jieiiso  of  private  coiiiirTs,  is  inadequate  for  the  common  purposes  for 
u'liieli  it  ^vllR  ;<:iveii.  Tills  is  n  delicate  subject,  and  I  wish  it  was  not  my 
<Iuty  to  say  aiiyHiiriKrcsiipiitingit.  This  place  is  thedearcst  in  Europe. 
The  court  is  novcrfilatioiiiiry,  passing  part  of  tbe  year  in  no  leas  than 
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more  than  counnon  civility  from  any  of  them,  except  tlie  uiiuisters  of 
Holland  and  Sweden,  and,  indeed,  not  much  from  them.  Perhaps  they 
have  been  rendered  uuusnally  cautious  by  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
'  Madrid  in  the  Leyden  paper,  mentioning  the  precious  reception  Mr. 
Garmichael  met  with  here,  and  the  attentions  he  received  from  the  for- 
eign ministers.    You  have  probably  seen  it  in  the  Courier  do  VEurope. 

From  what  I  hear  of  the  character  of  the  Empress  of  llussia  I  can 
not  but  think  that  a  prudent  agent  there  would  be  very  useful.  They 
say  she  is  sensible,  proud,  and  ambitious.  Hence  I  infer  that  such  a 
mark  of  attention  would  be  grateful,  and  consequently  useful. 

I  should  have  given  your  excellency  seasonable  intelligence  of  the 
Spanish  fleet  and  armament,  which  lately  sailed  from  Cadiz,  as  I  be- 
lieve, to  the  Havana,  and  whose  objects  I  suspect  to  be  the  Floridas 
or  Jamaica,  or  probably  both ;  but  I  omitted  writing  on  that  subject 
previous  to  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  from  a  persuasion  that  any  let- 
ters by  the  post  containing  such  advices  would  not  be  permitted  to 
proceed,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  unnecessary ;  nor  will  1  now  swell 
the  pages  of  this  letter,  already  very  voluminous,  by  entering  into  par- 
ticulars relative  to  it,  especially  a^  that  armament  will  probably  have 
begun  its  operations  before  this  letter  will  come  to  your  excellency's 
hands. 

The  reports  of  dissensions  in  Congress,  which  prevailed  here  prior  to 
my  arrival  and  the  causes  to  which  they  were  ascribed,  had  lilled  this 
court  with  apprehensions ;  and  it  gives  me  ple«'isure  to  assure  you  that 
the  present  appearance  of  union  in  Congress  is  attended  here  with  very 
happy  eflects. 

The  people  in  this  country  are  in  almost  total  darkness  aibout  us. 
Scarce  any  American  publications  have  reached  them,  nor  ate  they  in- 
formed of  the  most  recent  and  important  events  in  that  country.  The 
affairs  of  Stony  Point,  Paulus  Hook,  etc.,  had  never  been  heard  of  here, 
except,  perhaps,  by  the  great  oflicers  of  state,  and  they  could  scarcely 
believe  that  the  Boman  Catholic  religion  was  even  tolerated  there. 

There  are  violent  prejudices  among  them  against  us.  Many  of  them 
have  even  serious  doubts  of  our  being  civilized,  and  mention  a  strange 
story  of  a  ship  driven  into  Virginia  by  distress,  about  thirty  years  ago, 
that  was  plundered  by  the  inhabitants,  and  some  of  the  crew  killed  in 
a  manner  and  under  circumstances  which,  if  true,  certainly  indicate 
barbarity.  The  king  and  ministry  are  warm,  yet  1  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  bulk  of  the  nation  is  cold  towards  us ;  they  appear 
to  me  to  like  the  English,  hate  the  French,  and  to  have  prejudices 
against  us. 

I  mention  these  things  to  show  in  a  stronger  light  the  necessity  of 
punctuality  in  sending  me  from  time  to  time  all  Americjin  intelligence 
of  imi>ortance,  and  observing  such  conduct  towards  Spaniards  in  gen- 
eral as  maj^  tend  to  impress  them  with  more  favorable  sentiments  of 
us.    There  was  alittle  uneasiness  among  the  mercantile  people  at  Cadiz 
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rcRiteotiii};  tlio  (;n|)liirn  of  Boiiie  Spftnish  vessels  by  privateers.  I  hope 
tlie  fdrinor  Iiave.  li:iil  amiile  jiistlce  done  them.  It  certaiuly  is  of  great 
iinixirliiiici'  tli:it  tlii'.v  slunihl  liave  reason  to  be  Bfttiafled. 

Your  excdiloiicy  niiiy  observe  that  I  have  written  very  partloalarly. 
Both  ttii»  court  mill  lliiil.  oT  France  have  very  particalar  information 
respecting  tliopiwccdiiigs  of  Congress. 

Want  of  pniilcnci',  r^itlior  than  yirtne,  I  believe  to  be  the  canse.  T 
iicverlticlc»n  think  it  my  iliit.y  to  give  Congress  Trota  time  to  time  fnll 
inrnmiiitioii  of  (heir  iitl'nirs  liore,  and  shall  not  be  restrained  by  tfae  ap- 
preliensioii  of  niiy  (Hiii.seriui'itees  that  may  result  from  want  of  secrecy 
there.  I  iriiike  it  a  rule  to  write  on  those  subjects  only  to  Congress, 
ami  to  them  very  |>jirliciilarly, 

I  liavo  tho  lionor  to  bo,  etc, 

JOHH  JAY. 

r.  S. — CoiigreRR  may  think  it  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Carmicbael's 
handwriting  iImh  not  a|>|icai-  in  this  letter.  He  is,  with  my  approba- 
tion, now  at  Aranjiie}-,,  and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  llO  IS 
always  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  duty  as  secretary. 


J.  AdaiuH  to  tlie  President  ol  Cougreaa.* 

I'ARIS,  May  27, 1780. 
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British  sabject,  living  nndor  Britiah  laws,  and  which  tho  Jadges  in  Bengal  bavo 
lately  ventured  to  declare  they  are  not  entitled  to  except  in  criminal  cases. 

The  prayer  of  (be  Persian  petitions  already  presented  to  one  of  the  socrotartos  of 
state  from  the  natives  of  differont  districts  in  tbo  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orissa  is,  we  understand,  to  be  relieved  from  the  hardships  tbey  siifTcr  by  tbo 
establishment  of  the  English  court  of  Judicature.  They  express  in  the  strongest 
language  their  distress  and  terror  at  the  extraonlinary  powers  assumed  and  oxorciHod 
by  the  judges.  They  pray  to  be  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  to  whose 
rules  they  are  utter  strangers,  and  from  the  control  of  laws  which  thoy  consider  as 
calculated  for  a  different  state  of  society,  and  which  are  abhorrent  to  the  manners 
institutions,  and  religion  of  their  forefathers. 

If  this  war  continues  we  shall  hear  more  of  the  East  Indies  and  their 
claims.  Great  Britain  holds  them  by  a  slender  thread,  and  by  the 
good- will  only  of  a  few  individuals. 

Among  the  English  papers  which  I  enclose  to  Congress  will  be  found 

a  dialogue  in  the  Shades  between  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Esirl  of 

Chatham,  and  Mr.  Charles  Yorke.  It  was  written  by  Edward  Jennings, 

of  Maryland,  now  residing  at  Brussels,  a  gentleman  of  great  merit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Madrid,  May  27,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  27th  of  last  month  I  had  the  plejisure  of  re- 
ceiving your  favor  of  the  11th  December,  1779,  with  copies  of  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  for  drawing  on  Mr.  Laurens  and  myself  for 
£100,000  sterling  each. 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Congress  yesterday  very  fully  rcsi)cct- 
ing  their  affairs  in  this  kingdom,  and  particularly  on  the  subject  of 
those  resolutions. 

I  have  not  j^et  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  of  Mr.  Laurens'  arrival 
about  which  I  am  anxious.    Be  pleased  to  assure  Congress  that  Mr. 
Laurens  shall  receive  from  me  every  mark  of  attention  and  all  the  aid 
in  my  pdwer  to  afford.    The  latter,  I  fear,  will  not  be  great. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Jay  to  James  Lovell.t 

]\IADU1D,  May  27,  1780. 

Sib  :  Eight  days  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  recciving>,a  packet  con- 
taining journals  and  newspapers. 
From  an  indorseraeut  I  conjecture  that  1  am  iiulcbtcd  to  you  for  it. 


•  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  4  Sparks*  Dip.  Uev. ,  Corr.,  20.'),  with  verb«al  clmiiges. 
t  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stato  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  CoiT.,20r). 
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Tlicro  waa  tto  letter  oiiulo^ud  iii  iL    I  am  luucli  obliged  by  this  attontion. 
AiJieiiiMiii  iiitelligcncu  in  of  more  iuiportatice  here  (where  they  have 
little  of  it)  lljati  eiiii  well  \w  iinagiucd. 
1  hiivit  tlio  Luuur  tu  lio,  vtc., 

John  Jat. 


Carmlobasl  to  Jbj.* 

Abanjubz,  jUay  27, 1780. 
Dear  8iu  :  Since  my  lettur  of  tlie  25tb  iustaut  I  have  very  strong 
reiiHoti  to  lieliuve,  in  c'>iisc()iioiico  of  couversations  wUioh  I  hare  had 
Willi  pei-suns  wlio  oiiglit  to  lie  well  informed,  that  the  fleet  aud  troops 
wljicli  Biiilcil  Ironi  Cadi/,  the  28th  ultimo  are  destiued  in  the  first  in- 
Ktaiiueto  the  Wjiiilwanl  Jtilaiids,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  squadron 
of  tliv  (Joiint  du  (liiiclieii,  from  theuco  as  circumstances  may  render  it 
inojier  tliey  will  luoi^eed  to  Jamaica  or  the  Floridas ;  for  it  appears  to 
be  llie  ititcntioii  of  the  fSpaiiish,  ns  well  as  of  the  French,  court  to  de- 
laeli  a  jiart  ut  least  of  their  force  iu  the  islnuds  to  the  coiitiuont,  as 
H(i»ii  as  the  liuri'icuiie  sea.soti  iu  the  West  ludies  renders  it  dani^rous 
fur  tlH^in  to  aet  a^aiii.st  tliu  enemy  iu  that  part  of  the  world.  I  do  not 
meiilioii  by  letter  my  source  of  in  formation,  because  I  do  not  choose  to 
Imziird  the  loKH  of  iutelligencu  which  X  may  gain  in  future  from  the 
iiiijby  t lie  111 i.seai't'iage  of  letters.  1  shall,  ho woTcr,  mention  it 
lable  .you  tojudKe  of  the  credit  dm 
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ix>rt8,  which,  notwithstaiuliug,  iiover  reach  ii8.  Our  opportiiiiittes  of 
iiiforiDatioii  thus  become  very  prccarions,  mid  I  am  much  afniid 
that  the  same  cause  will  frequently  interrupt  our  correspondence  with 
Congress. 

Before  Mr.  Jay  arrived  in  the  capital  I  did  myself  the  honor  to 
inform  his  excellency  the  President  of  my  arrival  at  Madrid^  and 
enclosed  him  copies  of  the  letters  I  wrote  tx>  Mr.  Jay  on  tlie  subject  of 
his  reception  and  of  the  dis^iosition  in  which  the  court  appeared  to  be. 
As  I  sent  several  copies  of  these  letters,  I  subjoined  all  that  occurred 
worthy  of  the  notice  of  Congress  in  the  interval  between  the  departure 
of  the  different  copies.  Not  having  had  any  instructions  to  address 
myself  to  Congress  unless  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Jay,  or  in  case  of  any 
event  that  deprived  the  public  of  his  services,  I  know  not  whether  1 
may  not  appear  officious  at  present;  particuhir)}'  as  I  have  already' 
communicated  to  him  regularly  all  the  inteUigcnce  I  have  been  able  to 
procure,  as  also  my  reflections  on  that  intelligence,  which  his  ability 
and  long  experience  in  affairs  will  enable  him  to  put  in  a  much  clearer 
point  of  view  than  I  can  pretend  to  do.  If  I  err,  1  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  set  me  right  and  instruct  me  how  to  conduct  myself  in 
future. 

The  king,  the  Prince  of  Asturias,  and  the  ministry  appear  favorable 
to  our  cause,  but  I  am  much  afraid  their  ability  to  assist  us  in  the  article 
of  money  is  neither  equal  to  our  expectations  or  their  desires  to  serve 
us.  The  papers  sent  by  Mr.  Jay  will  show  the  sentiments  of  this  court 
with  respect  to  the  object  of  his  mission.  I  think  the  negotiation  will 
be  attended  with  more  delay  than  Congress  had  reason  to  apprehend 
when  we  left  America.  This  court  manifest  a  strong  <lesiro  of  exclud- 
ing every  other  nation  from  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and, 
indeed,  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  situation  of  the  affairs  of  America 
will  undoubtedly  regulate  the  conduct  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  such  as  to  enable  them  to  adhere  to  (he  rights  of  all 
the  States. 

Our  enemies  are  making  use  of  the  time  before  Spain  takes  a  decided 
opinion  to  sow  jealousies  between  us.  Goveraor  Johnson  sounded  the 
dispositions  of  this  court  early  last  winter.  At  the  close  of  it,  Sir  John 
Dalr^'mple  obtained  permission  to  come  to  Madrid  on  the  pretense  of 
the  bad  state  of  health  of  his  lad.v.  His  strange  memorial  to  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca  is  transmitted  to  you.*  I  have  no  doubts  that  other 
attempts  will  be  made  to  bring  about  a  negotiation.  If  they  succeed 
no  better  than  Sir  John's,  weshall  not  have  much  toapi)relien(l  on  that 
score.  The  Count  do  Florida  Blanca  ai)pears  to  act  with  much  candor, 
and  gives  Mr.  Jay  sucii  strong  and  frequent  assurances  of  the  king's 
favorable  intentions,  and  liis  own  disi)osition  to  second  them,  that  I 
hope  we  may  rely  on  what  he  tells  us.     His  character  for  probity  is 


*  Sec  "/I  Project  of  Lord  Jiochford  to  Prevent  the  War"  supra,  ciicloHt'il  in  Jjiy  to  the 
Prcsidont  of  Congress,  May  *2G,  17^0. 
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liiffli  ill  lliiH  coiiiiliy  !mil  iinioiif:;  tlie roroign  iniiiistora  nt  tbia oonrt.  As 
1  liiivu  rri-i|iiciil  (>|i))iirliiiiitic8  of  inixing  with  tito  latter,  I  have  not 
oniiltod  to  f:ivK  tlii-iii  i>ro|>cr  iiuitrcsaioiia  of  our  strengtb,  union,  ami 
lirniiK'NS,  witlioiit  sccTiiiiiK  too  solicitous  to  do  iL  It  is  ixiSBiblo  that 
if  tli<«  iK'iilral  mniitiiiK^  ixiivers  were  fully  pcraiimlcd  of  the  renlit?  of 
tUi»  iiiijiiiiiiiily  mill  liiiiiiiesM,  aiitl  were  siucorel;  disposeil  to  bring  about 
a  peace,  iiintead  of  ri'tfanliii);  with  pleasure  the  mutital  losses  of  the 
lioiiso  of  Itinirhim  iiml  Great  Bntniii,  they  might  end  the  war  liy 
declaring  tiicir  diN|iosi(i<in  to  nckuowledgo  our  itidopeDdonce. 

Tliu  King  of  I'niNNiii  sociiis  to  be  a  cool  speculator,  prepared  to  profit 
by  tlio  geiioifil  distrcsn.  l>oumark  is  iiiflucncedbyltussia,  and  Sweden 
by  Franco,  lliitaiii  also  Ktill  rotainssome  influence  in  Denmark.  The 
»!i)urt  of  Vienna  will  be  ailvcrae  to  ub  as  long  as  the  empress  qucoa 
exists.  Ilotv  tboeinjmror  is  inclinod  I  do  not  know,  Sardiuin  and 
I'ortugiil  aro  friendly,  and  attached  to  England.  The  Dutch  are  divided 
into  parties,  neitiier  <>f  which  is  strong  enough  to  give  flrmncssand  de- 
cision to  the  condiK'.t  of  the  republic.  The  stadtholder  and  his  party 
ftiid  ineanH  to  thwiirt  and  retard  all  the  vigorous  resolves  which  the 
Frt^ncli  and  rc]inblif'.an  party  engage  the  states  to  enter  into  to  support 
their  honor  and  difjnily-  The  hopes  entertained  in  Britain  of  the  in- 
fluence of  Mio  former  piirty,  and  the  pronencss  of  the  king  and  his  min.- 
iHters  to  violent  ineaKurcB  induced  the  late  extraordinary  conduct  of 
that  court  with  reK|>cct  to  tlie  Dutch.  They  will  submit  to  this  and 
more  rather  tlian  k"  t<»  war.     If  the  Empress  of  Russia  is  determined 
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may  render  it  proper.  Another  expedition  from  France  follows  M. 
Ternay's,  I  believei  to  re-enforce  M.  de  Gaiclion,  who,  if  I  aui  not  de- 
ceived, will  join  the  Spaniards  to  the  leeward  in  the  hurricane  months, 
and,  if  necessary  and  practicable,  send  eight  or  ten  ships  to  our  coasts 
in  the  beginning  of  the  autumn.  This  depends,  however,  much  on  the 
events  of  war.  Spain,  in  concurrence  with  France,  will  have  between 
forty  and  fifty  sail  of  the  line  to  oppose  the  grand  English  fleet,  which 
I  am  informed  will  sail  the  last  of  this  month  or  beginning  of  next. 
The  allied  fleet  is  not  in  such  readiness.  Strong  interest  is  making  for 
the  Oount  d'Estaiug  to  command  in  chief,  and  I  think  he  will  be  nomi- 
nated. 

A  very  little  time  will  determine  the  fate  of  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr. 
Jay.  I  received  the  flrst  last  week  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nesbitt,  of 
I/Orient,  who  very  prudently  did  not  negotiate  it  until  ho  consulted 
me  on  the  snbject.  I  am  also  informed  that  bills  on  Mr.  Laurens  are 
in  circulation,  and  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  his  arrival.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana,  and  if  I  have  not 
heard  from  them  oftener  I  impute  it  to  the  miscarriage  of  their  letters, 
which  was  the  case  of  those  of  Dr.  Franklin  the  flrst  two  months  after 
my  arrival  at  Madrid.  Mr.  Jay  will  transmit  an  account  of  the  reve- 
nues and  expenses  of  Spain,  with  which  I  have  furnished  him,  which 
will  show  that  Congress  can  not  depend  on  such  pecuniary  assistance 
from  this  nation  as  they  expected. 

Mr.  Jay's  situation  has  been  particularly  disagreeable  ;  the  sum  al- 
lotted by  Congress  bj'^  no  means  accords  with  his  nccessjiry  expenses, 
even  if  he  received  his  salary  as  it  became  due.  I  do  not  complain,  al- 
though I  have  been  obliged  since  my  depjirture  from  America  to  expend 
more  than  £G50  and  have  not  as  yet  received  more  than  £200  of  my 
salary.  Almost  everything  that  passes,  even  in  Congress,  is  known 
here  either  by  intercepted  letters  or  otherwise.  You,  gentlemen,  will 
conceive  how  delicate  Mr.  Jay's  situation  must  be  if  he  delivers  faith- 
fully his  sentiments  of  men  and  measures.  I  must  repeat  again,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  a  great  appearance  of  candor  and  good  faith.  The 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and  M.  Galvcz  speak  witli  much  apparent 
civility  and  frankness,  and  seem  desirous  of  doing  all  that  is  possible  to 
succor  ns  consistent  with  the  actual  situation  of  their  fluauces ;  the  for- 
mer particularly. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  via  Bilboa  and  another  from  Cadiz.  I 
have  not  yet  had  the  i)lea8ure  of  receiving  one  letter  from  any  one 
member  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmiciiabl. 
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Jay  to  tbe  Pr«Btd«ut  of  CouKnaa.* 

Madrid,  May  28, 1780: 

Silt:  In  Ow-  jDiirnnl  of  tlio  )>rococ(liiif;8  of  Cougross  of  Noveuibor, 
ITTll,  1  find  tlial.  on  Mio  8(1i  diiy  of  tliut  uioutb  tlioy  were  pleased  to 
(^Dtnu  to  llio  followitiK  I'OHoliitiuii : 

"Iti-siilrfil,  'i'lial.  Ilto  hll1^^  and  former  I'resUlonts  of  GoDgresa  be  de- 
Kirod  tohiil^c  im  Konii  UN  tliey  uoiiveuioutly  can  iu  bho  secretary's  office 
c"|)i(>H  of  all  imblic  li-llers  by  tbeni  resiiectively  writtou  duriug  tboir 
I'lcsiilrntsliip." 

After  I  reHi^iied  llio  chair,  and  immodintely  on  your  excellency's  elcc- 
limi,  I  (Iclivcrctl  n  book  tioiilniiiing  coiiics  of  the  public  letters  I  bad 
wiit.tdii  during  my  L'rcsidciitRhiii  to  your  excellency,  wbo  proiniBOd  to 
Io»lf;o  it  iti  the  secret;! ij'«  ofTtco,  wbicb  I  »ni  pei'Suadod  was ucconliugly 
done.  It.  f;ivi-n  iiic  ciiuct'rri,  tboiefore,  to  lliid  tliis  resolution  is  made  to 
extend  to  me,  iind  I  tint  tcr  myself  Congress  will  do  too  the  jaetice  to 
let  it  uiipi'iir  by  tlie  eiitiy  to  l>e  iiiftde  on  tlioir  jouruals  of  tbe  receipt 
of  Uiin  Idler,  that  I  had  done  that  part  of  my  duty  iu  season  aud  with- 
out their  e,x|iress  rcqne-st. 

I  havu  tbe  honor  to  be,  etc, 

John  Jat. 


Jay  to  the  Preaident  of  Congross.) 

Madiud,  May  iiS,  I'Sl 


MAY  30,  1780.  741 

found,  and  to  establish  a  rulo  that  freo  ships  shall  mako  free  goods. 
This  rale  is  iu  itself  so  reasonable,  and  of  a  nature  to  be  so  beneficial 
to  ninukiud,  that  I  can  not  but  wish  it  may  bcconie  general ;  and  1 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  Congress  will  agree  to  it  in  as  full  an  extent 
as  France  and  Spain.  In  the  mean  time,  and  until  1  have  received  their 
orders  on  the  subject,  it  is  my  intention  to  condemn  no  more  English 
goods  found  in  Dutch  vessels  unless  contraband,  of  which  I  thought 
it  right  to  give  you  this  previous  notice,  that  you  may  avoid  the  trouble 
and  expense  likely  to  arise  from  such  captures  and  the  detention  of 
them  for  a  decision. 

With  great  regard  and  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  enter- 
prises, I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  etc.* 


Franklin  to  Sartine.t 

Passy,  May  30,  1780. 

Sir:  I  am  under  the  greatest  uneasiness  to  find  that  great  part  of 
tlie  clothing  sent  to  Brest  to  be  shipped  for  America  wsis  left  behind, 
and  that  the  Alliance  alone  had  not  sufiicient  room  to  receive  it,  with 
the  arms  and  gunpowder,  which  the  king  has  been  so  good  as  to  order 
for  us,  and  which  are  also  much  wanted  in  the  American  armies.  A 
proposition  has  been  made  of  asking  to  borrow  the  Ariel  to  assist  in 
carrying  these  things.  It  is  said  that  a  sufricient  number  of  men  and 
officers  can  be  furnished  for  lier  out  of  the  Alliance. 

J  am  so  unacquainted  with  ship  business  that  I  can  not  jiid^e  of  the 
fitness  of  that  vessel ;  but  if  your  excellency  shouUl  a[)prove  of  that 
proposal,  and  be  inclined  to  favor  us  with  the  loan  of  timt  or  any  other 
ship  more  convenient  for  the  purpose,  it  will  be  an  essential  service  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  they  will  be  under  great  obligations. 

With  the  greatest  (esteem  and  respect,  I  am  your  excellency's  most 
obedient,  etc.. 


NeufviUe  to  Jay.  I 

I  Without  date.] 

Sib:  By  vessels  lately  arrived  from  the  continent  and  from  St.  Eu- 
statia  there  appeared  hero  some  bills  drawn  by  the  treasurer  of  loans 
in  America  on  Uenry  Laurens,  commissioner  for  the  States  in  Am- 
sterdam. Everybody  has  been  surprised  at  it,  and  we  in  particular,  as 
we  were  directly  applied  to.     Wo  said  at  the  first  tliat  we  expected  Mr. 


'This  letter  {ippcara  in  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  \0:\;  8  Sparks'  rrankliii,  458;  7 
Bigclow's  Franklin,  G2,  cntitlml  *' Franklin  to  an  agent  (»f  American  Cruisera." 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
t  MSB.  Dcp.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  207. 
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L:iiiiv]in  wonli]  lio  in  town  very  sooii,  Iwggtng  tbem  to  keep  tlioae  bills 
II  rortiiight,  mill  Diat  :it  ntl  (^voiitfl  we  would  ftccept  Uiein.  We  Iiave 
Hi'cti  otlKTB  siiKo  tnoro  willing  to  wait;  but  not  kuowing  wbat  sums 
may  liuvo  been  drnwii  Ibi-  iilntoily,  we  are  in  hopes  to  be  soon  released 
rioiti  Iliifl  iinxiuty  li.v  Mio  ariival  of  tite  minister.  As  we  tliink  jour 
cxrclhtiK^y  niiiy  linv<t  koiiio  iiit«11igeHce  about  tbis  matter,  and  have  it 
ill  yniir  power  at  tlic  Kivrnc  time  to  saro  the  credit  of  America  if  Mr. 
1/11111:118  by  any  iicciileiit  ftliould  not  arrive,  we  beg  the  favor  to  be 
jnroniird  liiiw  to  conduct  ourselves.  Tu  the  mean  time  we  will  do  what 
lies  ill  our  (lon-fti-  to  |irevtMit  all  noise  and  (rouble  about  tbem.  In  case 
Air.  Liinrciin  Rlionld  not  arrive,  yonr  excellency  will  bare  time  left  to 
malic,  or  provide  lor  rcinittaucea,  as  the  bills  are  drawn  at  six  months' 
siglit. 

Wo  bavo  tlio  honor  to  be,  etc, 

John  sb  Nbdpvillb  &  Son. 


Jay  to  tlie  Praaideiit  of  Cousra**.* 

Madrid,  ifag  30, 1780. 

Sir  :  On  the  2Ctli  iiist:tnt  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  a  very  long  and 

piirticaliir  lotlcr  to  your  excellency  by  tl)e  way  of  OadistjOf  which  a 

dti[iliciite  ha:^  also  been  sent    To  tbc  contents  of  that  letter  I  have 

noiliitit;  xu'w  to  add,  oxci'iit  that  two  of  the   bills  directed  to  be  drawn 
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appointed  to  manage  them;  much  money,  as  well  as  time,  would,  I  am 
sure,  be  saved  bj  such  an  api>ointment. 

The  Alliance  is  to  carry  some  of  the  cannon  long  since  ordered,  and 
as  much  of  the  powder,  arms,  and  clothing  (furnished  by  government 
here),  as  she,  together  with  a  frigate,  the  Ariel^  we  have  borrowed,  can 
take.  I  hope  they  may  between  them  take  the  whole,  with  what  Iuvb 
been  provided  by  Mr.  Boss.  This  gentleman  has,  by  what  I  can  learn, 
served  the  Congress  well  in  the  quality  and  prices  of  the  goods  he  has 
purchased.  I  wish  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  discharge  his  balance 
here,  for  which  he  has  importuned  me  rather  too  much.  We  fur- 
nished him  with  about  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  discharge 
his  first  accounts,  which  he  was  to  replace  as  soon  as  he  received  remit- 
tances from  the  committee  of  commerce.  This  has  not  been  done,  and 
he  now  demands  another  nearly  equal  sum,  urging  as  before  that  the 
credit  of  the  States  as  well  as  his  own  will  be  hurt  by  my  refusal. 

Mr.  Bingham,  too,  complains  of  me  for  refusing  some  of  his  drafts  as 
very  hurtful  to  his  credit,  though  he  owns  he  had  no  orders  from  Con- 
gress to  authorize  those  drafts.  I  never  undertook  to  provide  for  more 
than  the  payment  of  the  interest  bills  of  the  first  loan.  The  Congress 
have  drawn  on  me  very  considerably  for  other  purposes,  which  has 
sometimes  greatly  embarrassed  me,  but  1  have  duly  a<icepted  and  found 
means  to  pay  their  drafts ;  so  that  their  credit  in  Europe  has  been  well 
supported.  But  if  every  agent  of  Congress  in  dillerent  parts  of  the 
world  is  permitted  to  run  in  debt  and  draw  upon  me  at  pleasure  to 
support  his  credit,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  necessary  to  do  so  for  the 
honor  of  Congress,  the  diiliculty  upon  me  would  be  too  great,  and  I 
may  in  fine  be  obliged  to  protest  the  interest  bills.  I  therefore  beg 
that  a  stop  may  be  put  to  such  irregular  proceedings. 

Had  the  loans  proposed  to  be  made  in  Europe  succeeded  these 
practices  might  not  have  been  so  inconvenient;  but  the  number  of 
agents  from  separate  States  running  all  over  Europe  and  asking  to 
borrow  money  has  given  such  an  idea  of  our  distress  and  poverty  as 
makes  everybody  afraid  to  trust  us.  I  am  much  pleased  to  find  that 
Congress  has  at  length  resolved  to  borrow  of  our  own  people  by  mak- 
ing their  future  bills  bear  interest.  This  interest  duly  paid  in  hard 
money,  to  such  as  require  hard  money,  will  fix  the  value  of  the  princi- 
pal, and  even  make  the  payment  of  the  interest  in  hard  money  for  the 
most  part  unnecessary,  provided  always  that  the  quantity  of  principal 
be  not  excessive. 

A  great  clamor  has  lately  been  made  here  by  some  merchants,  who 
say  they  have  large  sums  in  their  hands  of  paper  money  in  America, 
and  that  they  are  ruined  by  some  resolution  of  Congress,  which  reduces 
it«  value  to  one  part  in  forty.  As  I  have  had  no  letter  explaining  this 
matter,  I  have  only  been  able  to  say  that  it  is  probably  misunderstood, 
and  that  I  am  confident  the  Congress  have  not  done,  nor  will  do,  any- 
thing  unjust  towards  strangers  who  have  given  us  credit.    1  have,  in- 
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locil,  been  aliiirifit  irady  <<>  ooiiiplaiiitliut  I  bear  so  little  oiidso  seldom 
Vom  llio  (loiniiiitli'c  iif  concNiioudeiice ;  but  I  know  tbe  difflculty  of 
DiiiiiHinimitiiiit,  arnl  tlio  fVc<|ii<>iit  iiitorruptioii  it  meets  iu  tbis  Idino  of 
v:ir.  1  ti[iv('  not  .V(-l  rc(i('rvi-<l  a  line  tliis  ycnr,  and  the  letters  written 
ly  iln(  C")ifiticriu-ii—:\n  J  mippuw  some  iimst  have  beeu  written  by 
ii'i— h;ivc  not  .vi't  (Mtim  U>  liainl. 

I  tticiiliuned  iti  a  fotriicr  letter  my  baviiig  communicated  to  Mr> 
lohiiKon,  of  NniitcK,  tlitt  Dnler  of  Congress  uppoiutiug  him  to  ezamine 
he  iir<'.i>urit  aud  his  acccptiuice  of  the  ajiiioiDtmeut.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, hna  yet  beeu  doue  in  i>ur.suancoof  it;  for  Mr.  Deaue  haviug  writ- 
I'll  that  he  iniKht  be  exjieeled  here  by  tbe  middle  of  Harcb,  aud  as  his 
•leNeiice  wnitM  be  very  nsefnl  in  explaining  tbe  mercantile  tran- 
mcliori.s,  1  liiivc  wiiiu'il  lii»  arrival  to  request  Mr.  Johnson'a  coming  to 
'mis,  tiiai  his  detention  liei-u  from  bis  affairs  at  Nantes  miglit  be  as 
ihnrt  iis  possible.  Mr.  IJeiinu  is  not  yet  come;  but  as  we  have  beanl 
)f  the  arrivjil  of  the  Fenrlatit  iu  Martinique,  iu  which  ship  he  took  bis 
i:isk:i[;o,  ^vo  iriDigiiie  ho  uiuy  be  here  in  some  of  the  first  shipa  fi-om 
.biit  IsIiiikI. 

The  ineilal  for  '<!.  dc  l''ieiiiy  is  done  and  delivered  to  his  order — be. 
ii'iiig  absent.  I  Kball  ^nl  llio  others  prepared  as  soon  as  possible  by 
1ki  sainu  hand,  if  1  cati  not  litx)  a  cheaper  equally  good,  which  I  am 
un\  Miqiiii  iiig  al'lcr.  Two  thousand  Uvres  appear  to  me  a  great  sum 
br  tlic  work. 

With  itiy  last  I  sent  a  copy  of  my  memorial  to  the  court  of  Denmarb. 
I  have  since  received  an  answer  from  tbe  minister  of  that  court  for 
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ou  the  justice  of  our  courts;  and  that  if  they  couhl  prove  their  property 
there  it  would  be  restored.  M.  Duoias  has  written  to  nie  <about  it.  I 
eudose  his  letter,  and  wish  despatch  may  be  given  to  tlic  business,  as 
well  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  of  a  misunderstanding  with  Hol- 
land as  for  the  sake  of  justice. 

A  ship  of  that  nation  lias  been  brought  in  hero  by  the  Blade  Prince^ 
having  an  English  cargo.  I  consulted  with  Mci^srs.  Adams  and  J>ana, 
who  informed  me  that  it  was  an  established  rule  with  us,  in  such  cases, 
to  confiscate  the  cargo,  but  to  release  the  ship,  paying  her  freight,  etc. 
This  I  have  accordingly  ordered  in  the  case  of  this  shi^),  and  hoi)e  it 
may  be  satisfactory.  But  it  is  a  critical  time  with  re^spect  to  such  cases, 
for  whatever  may  formerly  have  been  the  law  of  nations,  all  the  neutral 
powers,  at  the  instance  of  Eussia,  seem  at  present  disposed  to  change 
it,  and  to  enforce  the  rule  t\\^t  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods,  except 
in  the  case  of  contraband.  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Holland  have 
already  acceded  to  the  proposition,  and  Portugal  is  expected  to  follow. 
France  and  Spain,  in  their  answers,  have  also  exi)ressed  their  approba- 
tion of  it.  I  have  therefore  instructed  our  privateers  to  bring  in  no  more 
neutral  ships,  as  such  prizes  occasion  much  litigation  and  create  ill 
blood. 

The  Alliance^  Captain  Landais,  took  two  Swedes  in  coming  hither,  who 
demand  of  us  for  damages — one,  upward  of  sixty  thousand  livres,  and 
the  other  near  five  hundred  pounds  sterling ;  and  I  can  not  well  sec  how 
the  demand  is  to  be  settled.  In  the  newspapers  that  1  send  the  Congress 
will  see  authentic  pieces  expressing  the  sense  of  the  European  powers  on 
the  subject  of  neutral  navigation.  I  hope  to  receive  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress for  my  future  government  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  neutral 
nations  now  entering  into  the  Confederacy,  which  is  considered  here  as 
a  great  stroke  against  England.  In  truth,  that  country  seems  to  have 
no  friends  on  this  side  of  the  water;  no  other  nation  wishes  it  success 
in  its  present  war,  but  rather  desires  to  see  it  elfectually  humbled ;  no 
one,  not  even  their  old  friends  the  Dutch,  will  afford  them  any  assist- 
ance. Such  are  the  mischievous  effects  of  pride,  insolence,  and  injustice 
on  the  affairs  of  nations  as  well  as  on  those  of  private  persons. 

The  English  party  in  Holland  is  daily  diminishing,  and  the  states 
are  arming  vigorously  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  their  navigation. 
The  consequence  may  possibly  be  a  war  with  England,  or  a  morions  dis- 
position in  that  mad  nation  to  save  what  they  can  by  a  timely  peace. 

Our  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  American  i)risoner8  has  been  some 
time  at  a  stand.  When  our  little  squadron  brought  near  live  hundred 
into  Holland  England  would  not  at  first  exchange  Americans  for  them 
there,  expecting  to  take  them  in  their  passage  to  I^'rance.  But  at  length 
an  agreement  was  made  between  the  English  and  J'^cncli  ambassadors, 
and  1  was  persuaded  to  give  them  up,  on  a  promise  of  having  an  equal 
number  of  English  delivered  to  my  order  at  IMorlaix.  So  those  were 
exchanged  for  Frenchmen.     But  the  English  now  refuse  to  take  any 
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ii[r|isli  ill  <>xc)iari(;o  foi-  Aincricniia  tbnt  liave  iiot  been  taken  by  A.iner< 
at)  ri'iiiKPrs.  Tlicy  iilso  roriiFio  to  send  me  any  Amertoans  in  exoUftiige 
■r  llurir  iiriN<iiu'rn  rolcnsctl  and  sent  Lome  by  the  two  flngs  of  trace 
ntii  ItostoLi.  Tims  tlicy  t^ivo  up  all  pretensions  to  eqnity  niid  liouor, 
III  K*'^c'"  ttii'iiisi'lvcs  l>.v  i;a|irico,  iMUsion,  and  transient  views  of 
resent  iiitcri'st. 

Ito  iilcasoil  til  iiiesuiit  my  <Uity  t«  Oongreaa,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
itii  yreat  ii'sin'cl,  your  excellency's,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


La  rnyette  to  Praaldsnt  Raad.* 

IlKAiHjUAitTBBS,  JIorrMfotott,  Mag  31,  1780. 
I'ii'.XR  RiR  :  TIkiiikIi  ynii  itiii»t  on  tbis  moment  be  more  particularly 
iKa^t'd  ill  imblii;  business,  I  ciiii't  help  iiidalfrjng  tlie  strong  desire  I 
el  of  writing  soiiirt  lines  to  you,  and  froiu  theaOectionate  sensel  have 
'  our  old  riiciiilsliti)  1  Ilatlcr  myself  you  will  bave  no  objection  to  lose 
I'lMv  ittJiMitcsiii  thJHetiistoJary  conversation.  What  I  want  to  tell  you, 
y  dear  friend,  liiis  been  I'lilly  explained  iu  public  letters  and  in  a  pri- 
tie  one  finin  onr  rc!<|iecU!<l  and  beroic  (Vioud.  1  sbnll  therefore  confine 
yseir  to  imparting  to  you  con  Aden  tJally  iny  private  feeliugs  ou  this 
ii|i(>i'1.iiiitairair. 

It  is  only  as  an  Aniericaii  soKlic-r — as  an  ardent  lover  of  our  noble 
en  lately  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  may 
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confess  tbat  I  had  no  idea  of  such  an  extremity.  Shall  I  be  obliged  to 
confess  our  inability,  and  what  shall  be  my  feelings  on  the  occasion,  not 
only  as  an  American  and  American  soldier,  but  also  as  one  that  has 
highly  boasted  in  Europe  of  the  spirit,  the  virtue,  the  resources  of 
America.  Though  I  had  been  directed  to  furnish  the  French  court 
and  the  French  generals  with  early  and  minuted  intelligence,  I  con- 
fess pride  has  stopped  my  pen,  and  notwithstanding  past  promises  I 
have  avoided  entering  into  any  details  till  our  army  is  put  in  a  better 
and  more  decent  situation. 

Wo  have  men,  my  dear  sir;  we  have  provisions;  we  have  everything 
that  is  wanted,  provided  the  country  is  awakened  and  its  resources  aro 
brought  forth.  That,  you  know,  can't  be  done  by  Congress,  and  unless 
the  States  take  the  whole  matter  upon  themselves  we  are  lost.  You 
will,  both  as  a  soldier  and  a  politician,  easily  foresee  that  the  crisis  is 
one  way  or  other  a  decisive  one,  and  that  if  proper  exertions  are  made 
we  may  expect  everything  that  is  good. 

As  you  are  a  military  man  (and  1  wish  it  was  for  the  moment  the  Cixse 
with  the  other  leading  men  in  America),  you  know  that  filling  up  im- 
mediately the  Continental  battalions  is  the  way  of  having  an  army,  and 
that  can  not  be  done  but  by  militia  drafts.  Your  State  is  the  only  one 
who  undertook  to  give  to  their  officers  a  decent  clothing.  In  jill  other 
matters  I  hope  it  will  take  the  lead.  As  far  as  it  depends  upon  your 
influence  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  goes  a  great  length,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  we  shall  be  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  that  State.  Tho 
expectations  are  also  strengthened  by  the  sense  I  have  of  your  friend- 
ship to  our  general.    But,  my  good  friend,  no  time  is  to  be  lost. 

In  asking  your  pardon  for  this  long  and  confidential  letter,  I  am,  with 
the  most  perfect  regard,  your  affectionate, 

La  Fayette. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  1 ,  1780, 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  an  advertisement  published  to  this  efTect,  tho 
corporation  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  having  assembled  on  the  11th  of 
May,  at  Thalsel,  the  committee  named  the  20th  of  February  last  to 
prepare  and  present  resolutions  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  times  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  unanimously  approved  : 

We,  members  of  tho  committee  appointed  at  a  goneral  mcotinpf  of  the  citizens, 
lioUl  the  29th  of  last  February,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  objects  thn  ex- 
amination of  which  was  coumiittod  to  ns,  submit  to  our  fellow-citizens  the  following 
resolution: 

That  wo  think  that  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  every  virtuous  citizen  <o  declare,  in 
tho  most  explicit  manner,  what  he  thinks  relatively  to  tho  great  constitutional  oh* 
jects,  which  have  been  suspended  in  the  moment  when  we  expected  it  the  least,  as 
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'II  nil  toco-opemton-ith  cnurnt;!)  niiil  iiuuiliiiitjiDOTorjthiDgirhfohoMitaiid  totlte 
qiiiHition  or  tiirao  Millie  iibjoclH.  Tlint  oar  linceTe  diMira  Is  tomMotaiD  an  IdtIo- 
.li-  conno'lioii  Ix-I  wt-pii  r.ri-ul  llritniii  and  ItelotKl,  to  ostabllBb  kod  fix  tbla  comiM:- 
■II  iii>(>ii  tlin  only  Ii.inIh  trliicli  r.iii  ri'iidor  it  atablo  and  perm qd on t,  tbat  ofaroyaltT 
K-pnrnlilu  from  tlincuiiiiiii.ii  riuhtxiif  an  equal  liberty,  lliatitie  atthiattraeDaoea- 
ry  lixlorlnro,  llinl  tho  kiii<{.  llii>  prnrs,  and  oomtnouB  of  Irelaud  aratheoalypowen 
wliicli  il  lmloii){s  Ij]  iiinki'  Uith  lor  binding  tfaia  kingdom. 

Tliat  ill  piillliij;  in  iiho  nil  tliii  coiiHtiliitional  moons,  irhatoTM' be  the  piiblle  or  pri- 
lo  riiiirni^tiT  witli  wliirli  \\c  iiiny  bo  clotbed,  vrbothei  we  are  maglstratea,  Jarora, 
ninipto  iuilividunln.  wo  will  maiiit.tin  and  propagate  tbeeo  prinoiplea,  and  we  will 
lir^ri-  Invari.-iiily  tn  llic  nrrat  mid  important  objecbi  of  our  tnstrnctloDB,  tboee  of 
inbliHiiiiii;  tlio  iiidi<poiid<Mico  of  tlio  parliouieilt  of  Ireland  and  of  obtaining  a  modi- 

riiit  iill  ilin  iiliiiiH  nf  ri^roi'inatiou  wbich  may  bo  proposed  are  necesBarily  Taia  and 
iii>  olli'i^l.,  wbiloflioiiilliieiicn  <>r dm  crown,  aria ing  from  the  profusion  with  which 
i>  pi'oplo  licat'nv  tlicir  t;r.iiita  niid  from  the  imprudent  prodigally  of  minlatera  Bball 
I  III)  [liiiiiiiinliod  ',  ,111(1  tlial.  wo  might  constantly  to  employ  onr  sfforta  to  obtain 
lytili'in  i>r  rulrunciiinont  ntid  n^oiiomy,  to  the  end  the  better  to  diminish  the  nwana 

riiiit  llin  inilopi'MitiMit  clc'clorH  of  Ireland  (ue  particiilarl;  called  upon  to  make  their 
'iriA  Ici  ]>r[iciirc>  r>ir  tlio  nnlion  morn  virtuous  rBprenentatlTes,  more  eqaality  in  the 
tri-H<-iit:ilioii  a(  tlio  poopli'  in  i'lirlinnicnt,  and  to  study  the  uioat  cHeotnal  meaanrea 
«lil;iiii  l.bi'RO  dcsir.ibb  f  ikIh.  Wo  think  that  the  aaid  electors  OBD  not  better  anc- 
.'d  tbiui  by  rcriiHiiiK  willi  lirnnii'HH  to  Tote  for  any  mau  provided  either  withplacea 
IKMiHiniiH,  or  wlioHliall  li.ivu  :ii'ti»l  in  aiiymanner  contrary  to  the  inherent  rights  or 
iiiifi'St  Roniiiiiciit.i  of  thi>  |>ro|ilo ;  niid  by  giving  for  iiiBtrnoCloDB  to  their  repraaent- 
vo!i  ti>  innkc  nil  tlioir  oxcrttnuH  In  obtain  au  liiigmeulntion  in  the  namber  of  mom- 
FH  who  rc|ironc'iil  tliu  uoiinlii'H,  llie  [lopuloua  cities,  Dod  the  independent  towns. 
rbnt  wo  iiliiil{;o  oiirNolvpH  In  oncli  nllior,  and  all  to  our  country,  by  all  which  men 
iiw  tbnt  iH  H;i<-rcd,  In  Iiiko  tho  rnrngoing  reaolutloiia  for  the  rale  of  onr  caadnot, 
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That  onr  siocore  thanks  ho  presented  to  our  worthy  reprosontatiyos  Dr.  William 
Clement  and  Sir  Samuel  Bradstreot,  haronet,  on  account  of  the  uniformity  of  tboir 
condact  in  parliamont,  and  particularly  for  tlio  zeal  with  which  tlioy  bavo  supported 
the  two  important  motions  aforesaid;  conforming  thomsolves  in  this  to  the  late 
instructions  which  they  have  receiye<l  from  us  and  seconding  the  general  wish  of 
this  kingdom;  passed  unanimously. 

That  onr  sincere  thanks  and  full  gratitude  be  presented  in  tlie  most  respectful  man- 
ner to  the  noble  lonls  who  have  opposed,  and  to  those  who  bail  the  courage  to  pro- 
test against,  the  last  paragraph  of  the  address  which  the  honse  of  poors  presented  to 
the  throne  the  2d  of  March  last.  The  said  paragraph  contains  insinuations  which 
were  neither  founded  upon  fact  nor  authorized  by  actions,  implying  roproncbes 
which  the  people  of  Ireland  have  not  merited,  and  contained  in  those  words:  "That 
they  would  use  all  possible  endeavors  to  discourage  and  disappoint  all  endeavors 
which  ill-advised  men  may  employ  to  the  end  to  excite  ill-founded  fears  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  his  majesty  or  to  divert  their  attention  from  those  advantages  rela- 
tive to  commerce  which  have  been  granted  to  us  in  so  great  an  extent; ''  passed  with 
three  negatives. 

That  we  earnestly  request  onr  magistrates  not  to  give  in  any  manner  nor  on  any  occa- 
sion any  effect  to  any  law  which  does  not  proceed  from  or  has  not  received  tlie  sanc- 
tion of  the  king,  the  peers,  and  commons  of  Ireland.  That  while  they  conduct  them- 
selves thus  they  shall  receive  from  us  the  most  constant  and  the  most  firm  support,  to 
the  end  to  annihilate  the  ill-founded  hope  which  may  have  been  conceived  of  subject- 
ing Ireland  in  any  case  to  a  foreign  legislation;  passed  unanimously. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  two  great  and  favorite  objects  of  the 
people,  viz,  a  declaration  of  its  rights  and  the  modification  of  Poyning*s  law  having 
been  suspended  in  Parliament  in  a  manner  so  unexpected,  it  appears  at  this  time  of 
absolute  necessity  to  form  a  committee  of  correspondence,  to  the  end  to  cooperate  with 
such  other  committees  of  the  same  natnre  as  may  bo  formed  in  the  kingdom  in  the 
measures  the  most  proper  to  give  extension  and  safety  to  the  advantages  relative  to 
commerce  which  we  have  at  last  obtained,  to  restore  still  further  our  rights  and  lib- 
erties, and  to  preserve  the  constitation  of  Ireland  free  and  independent ;  passed  with 
one  negative. 

The  committee  of  correspondence  was  named  upon  the  spot,  and 
formed  of  fifteen  members. 

Thus  a  new  epocha  is  formed  in  the  politics  of  Ireland.  Hitherto  they 
bad  left  the  supreme  direction  of  affairs  in  the  hands  of  parliament.  The 
peoplehave  now  taken  it  into  their  own  bands.  Thecommlttee  of  Dub- 
lin, by  communicating  with  other  committees  through  the  kingdom,  will 
be  able  to  conduct  the  body  of  the  kingdom  and  unite  the  various  parts 
of  it  in  certain  principles  which  will  by  degrees  work  themselves  into  a 
system  and  complete  the  independence  of  Irish  legislation.  This  will 
depend,  however,  upon  the  continuance  of  the  war ;  for  if  England 
should  be  wise  enough  to  make  peace,  of  which  there  is  little  proba- 
bility, the  spirit  of  Ireland  will  evaporate,  and  their  beautiful  edifice 
dissolve  like  the  fabric  of  a  vision. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


""'  mi'LOMATIC   CORBBSrONDENCE. 

J.  Adams  to  the  Pr«Bld«iit  of  ConBTSsa.* 

PA.BI8,  JUM  1,  1780. 

Sru :  Tilts  iiiortiiii^  :t  frimiil  nt  Voreaillea  sent  uie  two  Eoglish  i>aper8 
if  tlio  li<iMi  iviiil  27(li  III'  M:iy,  containing  J£o(lue;'s  account  of  an  action 
xttwouii  tliu  Froiicli  itiitl  Kiigliflh  fleets  on  tbe  17tli  of  April.  At  the 
MiicliiKion  of  tlio  battle,  8:iyH  Itoiliioy,  the  enemy  might  be  said  to  bo 
;Miiiiilc!t«l,y  bent.  IIdw  esiRy  it  is  to  Bay  and  write  this!  Huch  easier 
hiin  to  find  n  siilIicuMit  nimilicr  of  iwrBons  ready  to  believe  it.  Such 
.viis  the  diHtiiiicfl  of  tliu  van  and  the  rear  from  the  centre  and  ttie  crip- 
lied  cxiiiditioii  of  kcvcihI  shii>8;  i>articularly  tbe  Sandwich,  which  for 
.woiityfoiir  liiiiirs  wa»  with  diQIctilty  kept  above  water,  that  it  waa  im- 
lOHHJIilo  to  iiiii'8iie  I  hem  tli:it  night  without  the  greatest  disadvantage, 
lie  foiiitd  it  in  vnin  to  follow  thorn  with  his  mi^esty's  fleet  in  tbe  con- 
liticin  tlioy  were  in  to  Uiiathiloupe,  and  accordingly  put  away  to  Fort 
itoyiil  liuy,  JMiirtiniqiio,  theio  to  wait  for  tbem. 

The  French  niltninil  apponred  to  Bodney  a  brave  and  gallant  offlcer, 
ind  was  nobly  Riipported  dnring  tbe  whole  action.  The  killed  on  board 
\w  English  ltc<it  were  otio  hnndred  aud  twenty;  the  wounded,  three 
lundred  and  fifty. three ;  four  hundred  and  seventy-three  in  all.  These 
lirenniRt-ancen  are  very  far  from  giving  anthentioity  to  the  idea  that  the 
''l■ent^ll  were  boaten.  It  has  every  appearance  of  a  third  general  drawn 
)attle,  in  whidi  Iho  ]'<ngliMh  Inive  ultimately  the  worst.  Drawn  battles 
lo  iictC  niaintiiin  ttn;  I'lnptru,  tlie  dominion,  the  sovereignty,  the  master- 
ihip  of  the  scan.   Tii  all  tlicsu  tboy  pretend,  and  tliey  must  make  good 
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SIR  O.  K0DN£Y*8  DIVISION. 


YosmI. 


Gnfloii  (Commander  CoUinswood) 

Tannouih ? 

Cornwall 

Sandwich  (Sir  G.Rodney) 

Suffolk 

Boyne 

Vigilant 

Venna,  to  repoat  signala ;  Deal  Caatle,  Pegasna,  frigates. 


Captain 

Nownhnm 

Bn(«nian 

Rdwnrda 

C.  Toung 

Crtutpin 

Cotton 

Homo 


Men. 

G17 
500 
GOO 
732 
COO 
520 
500 


REAR-ADMIRAL  ROWLEYS  DIVISION. 


Yengoanoe  (Commander  Hotbaro) 

Medway 

Hontagne 

Conqueror  (R,  A.Rowley) i 

Intoepid 

Maguiflcont 

Andromeda,  frigate ;  Centurion  to  assist  thorear  in  case  of  nocd. 


IloIIoway  .. 

Antrck 

lloiilton.... 
Watson.... 
St.  John  ... 
Elphinstone 


617 
420 
600 
617 
500 
600 


On  the  24th  of  May  Governor  Pownal  moved  in  the  House  of  Coin- 
mons  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  '*  to  enable  the  king  to  make  a  conven- 
tion or  truce,  or  to  conclude  a  peace,  with  the  Colonics  on  terms  con- 
venient and  necessary."  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  after  debate  the  order  of  the  day  was  moved,  which  was  carried  by 
113  against  52. 

It  is  said  that  Johnstone  despatched  0.  Maclawrin  from  Lisbon  to  S. 
O.  Bodney,  with  advice  that  fourteen  sail  of  the  line,  with  ten  thousand 
troops,  sailed  from  Cadiz  to  the  westward  the  28th  of  April. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Beaver,  Captsiin  Moore;  the 
iSwi  iZor^e,  Christopher ;  the  Prince  Rupertj  Prichards;  and  the  Kivg 
George,  Fowler,  have  completed  their  lading  at  Gravesend  and  will 
soon  sail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  the   President  of  Congress.* 

Passy,  June  1,  1780. 

Sir:  Commodore  Jones,  who,  by  his  bravery  and  conduct  has  done 
great  honor  to  the  American  flag,  desires  to  have  that  also  of  present- 
ing a  line  to  the  hands  of  your  excellency.  I  cheerfully  comply  with 
his  request  in  recommending  him  to  the  notice  of  Congress  and  to  your 


"  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;    2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  108;  8  Sparks' I-'raukliu,  405;  7 
Bigelow's  Franklin,  69. 


■  •il:  I)II>LUMAT1C-   COBCESI'ONDKNCE. 

'xrollcnrv'H  prulciition,  iIidiikIi  his  actions  Are  n  more  effectual  reooro- 
iii'ii(laUoii,:iiiit  rciKli^niiiy  fi-Diii  mo  unnecessary.  It  gives  mo,  however, 
III  u|)i>orUitiily  ol"  KJnnviiifi  my  readiness  to  do  justice  to  merit,  aud 
>r  priirt^SNsiii):;  tin-  esteem  and  respect  with  which  I  am  yoar  exc^ 
eritiy's,  etc.  , 

B.  Fbanklih. 


Neiifville  ft  Son  to  Jaj.  * 

Ahsterdah,  Jutu  1,  1780. 
Silt:  Cravin;;  rcrcreiictt  to  our  Inst,  wo  liavc  now  the  honor  to  pro)K)ee 
III  yiiiii'  ex(te1le[i(\v  on  what  (orms  we  think  all  di£Bcult;  on  accoDUt  of 
llio  iiliRciti:cor  Henry  Laiirenn  as  comnussioncr  from  (Jong ress  here  may 
lie  I  lie  vented.  We  ivritc  the  same  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  France,  offering 
liim  til  aeeejit  all  tlioHc  liills,  provided  bo  gives  us  permissiou  to  redraw 
:li  I  eet  1y  on  li  im  Un  ac<:otui  t  of  (Jongress,  iind  to  do  it  even  at  seven  or  eight 
inontlis,  until,  l>y  tlic  iirrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  or  in  some  other  way,  this 
inattcv  luiiy  l»o  arriiii{;efl,  for  tliere  must  certainly  be  provision  made  for 
tlioKc  itillK,  and  llie  sumim  we  do  not  think  will  exceed  two  hundreil 
blioiisand  or  tlirec  liuinlred  tlioiisnud  guilders  before  Mr.  Laurens' ar- 
rival liere  may  be  luiown  in  America  and  matters  aro  settled.  We  even 
[>ll'ere<I  Miosu  traii.sactioiiH  without  any  view  of  interest  as  for  a  com- 
mission. Tiie  im[)orta[ieo  of  tlifl  business  must  have  iufluence  with 
every  one  who  liiis  any  regiird  (or  the  United  States;  and  this  ombol- 
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conoeriiiiig  Iho  truth  of  facts  and  the  probability  of  futuro  oveiits,  one 
oau  not  call  in  question  bis  good  faith,  although  wo  may  know  his  in- 
formation to  be  false  and  his  judgment  erroneous. 

Lord  George  Germain,  in  the  debate  in  tlie  Flouse  of  Oonimons  on  the 
(ith  of  May,  declared  tbat  ^Hie  flattered  himself  the  completion  of  the 
chief  wish  of  his  heart,  peace  with  America,  on  what  ho  thought  good 
and  honorable  terms  for  Great  Britain,  Wivs  not  fnr  of!'.  Lie  verily  I)e- 
lieved,  and  his  belief  wtis  not  merely  siiecuhitivc,  but  founded  on  recent 
information,  that  the  moment  of  conciliation  wsut  near.  His  lordship 
described  the  misery  which  the  Americans  felt  at  this  time,  and  stated 
that  the  greatest  majority  of  the  people  there  were  ready  aiul  desirous 
to  return  to  their  allegiance,  but  that  they  were  prevented  by  the 
tyranny  of  those  who  had  got  the  power  of  government  into  their  own 
hands.  He  did  not  believe  the  Congress  would  ever  treat  for  peace, 
but  from  the  condition  of  affairs  in  America,  from  the  dei>reciation  ol 
their  paper  currency,  from  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  (country,  irom 
the  great  debt  it  groaned  under,  from  the  dissatisfaction  which  all  ranks 
of  people  expressed  at  the  alliance  with  France,  from  the  little  benefit 
America  had  derived  from  that  alliance — from  all  these  considerations 
he  did  believe  that  the  peoi)le  of  America  and  the  assemblies  of  Amer- 
ica would  soon  come  to  terms." 

There  may  be  some  ambiguity  in  the  phrase  '<  good  and  honorable 
terms  for  Great  Britain,"  but  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  his 
lordship  meant  either  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  or 
atleastto  make  a  peace  with  her  separate  from  France.  Whether  the 
Americans  ever  will  agree  to  such  terms  or  not,  being  a  question  con- 
cerning a  future  event,  can  not  be  decided  by  witnesses,  nor  any  other 
way,  but  by  probable  arguments.  There  is  one  argument  which  his 
lordship  does  not  appear  to  have  considered,  it  is  of  sonu)  weight,  it 
is  this,  that  in  order  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  Jviugof  JOng- 
laud,  or  make  a  peace  with  him  separate  from  France,  they  must  in- 
volve themselves  in  a  certain  war  with  France  ami  Spain  at  least,  an<l 
indeed,  according  to  present  appearances,  with  Russia,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Holland,  and  Portugal,  for  every  one  of  these  powers  appear  to 
be  as  decided  against  the  claims,  pretensions,  and  usurpations  of  Great 
Britain  upon  the  seas  as  France  and  Spain  are.  There  is  not  an  Amer- 
ican merchant,  yeoman,  tradesman,  or  seaman  but  knows  this,  or  will 
know  it  very  soon.  Americans  must,  therefore,  be  destitute  of  that 
common  share  of  reason  which  God  has  given  to  men  to  exchange  the 
friendship  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world  for  their  enmity  merely  for  the 
sake  of  returning  to  a  connection  with  Great  Britain,  which  could  not 
protect  them,  and  which  they  have  the  best  reasons  to  dread  as  the 
greatest  evil  that  could  befall  them  from  the  unheard-of  tyrannies  and 
cruelties  they  have  already  experienced  from  her.  His  lordship  is  de- 
sired to  consider  this,  and  to  ask  himself,  if  he  was  an  American, 
whether  he  would  wish  to  run  under  the  broken  fragments  of  an  empire 
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Ii.'il  i.s  iliksltttil  ill  \>m;i'.»  like  it  (Jbiiin  viiko,  iiikI  cominoiuw  n  freeh  war 
ki^aiiipt  It  cotiibiiiatiDii  itl'  nil  tlio  iititioiis  of  tlio  vorld  who  Uisuovor  a 
logK'O  ol'  cstcciii  aiirl  ri'{;i>iil  for  AinoHcH. 

If  tlie  Aiui'iitaiis arc  iih itii.st'nible as liiit lonlaliip ropresents tlietn, will 
:lii'.v  W.  lilit'ly  III  iiKirasi-  tliat  iiiisory  toufolil,  »nd  make  it  |ier|>etnal, 
liy  i-.<4|ioii.siii;:  (III!  cause  <if  a  niirivtl  empire,  niid  going  to  wnr  witli  half 

If  ivi>  lii-licvo  liii^  t<-titiiii<iiii(<»  of  witneascs  who  come  from  all  parts 
nf  AitH'ricii  wc  shall  lie  f^otiviiiueU  tbHt  liiu  lorilslii])  deceives  liiniself. 
l-;v(T,v  iiiati  riimi  that  comitry  who  knows  the  piiiiciplos  aud  opiuioDS 
:il'  llio  [leoplo  di'iilaii's  that  tlit^y  are,  wiUi  nil  unaiiiniit^'  that  is  aaez- 
aiiipicd  ill  any  (ithor  rttvntiilioii,  firmly  detemiiDCd  to  maiiilnin  tlieir 
mtvciei^Iiity  and  their  alliances,  and  that  there  is  uobod;  there  who 
III  lets  a  u'iisli  of  ret  II  riling  to  the  Uorovnmciit  of  Great  Britain,  or  even 
i.tuiakiirB  ascparule  i>eii<'e. 

I>iit  if  hiH  loi(lslii|i  nas  a.  candid  inquirer  after  tnitli,  and  had  a  mind 
siidleieiilly  eiiliKhtciii^d  to  discover  the  HR'niis  that  are  in  the  power  of 
nil  iiitii  fif  ohlaiTiiiit;  it,  ho  might  have  seen  his  error.  There  are  cer- 
tain marks  hy  which  the  (i]iiiiions,  principles,  inclinations,  and  wishes 
III  a  jH'.ople  may  hi!  iliseovered  with  infallible  certainty,  withouf  recur- 
ring lo  witnesspN  or  to  liir  fetched  arguments. 

The  pn;ss,  tho  tiiwns,  the  Juries,  and  the  assemblies  are  four  sources 
fi om  whence  ati  iiiieniTif;  ilcinonHlration  of  tho  true Reutimcnts  of  the 
people  of  Ainoiica  may  be  drawn.  There  is  not  in  anynatioti  of  the 
world  so  anliLiiiti'd  freoilDiii  of  tho  press  as  is  now  CBtahlisheil  iu  every 
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much  more  frequently  used  uuder  the  ucw.  The  world  has  seen  some 
huudreds  of  sets  of  instructions  to  representatives  under  tlie  former 
government,  wherein  they  enjoined  an  open  o]>positioii  to  judges,  gov- 
ernors, acts  of  rarlianient,  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Great  Britain. 
What  is  there  now  to  prevent  them  from  opposing  Congress?  Nothing. 
Has  a  single  vote  of  any  one  of  these  towns  been  read  or  one  speech 
heard  proposing  or  uttering  a  wish  to  return  to  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  1  Not  one.  Is  not  this  a  demonstration  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  I 

Juries  in  America  were  formerly  another  organ  by  which  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  were  conveyed  to  the  public.  Both  grand  juries 
and  petit  juries  have  expressed  themselves  in  language  sufllciently  bold 
and  free  against  acts  of  Parliament  and  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 
But  has  any  one  ever  uttered  a  word  against  Congress,  or  the  asscm- 
blies,  or  the  judges  under  their  new  governments,  or  a  wish  to  return 
to  the  obedience  of  England  f  Not  one.  But  it  is  said  the  paper 
money  embarrasses  Congress.  What  then!  Does  this  tend  to  make 
them  dissolve  their  union— to  violate  their  alliances  ?  Would  the  paper 
money  embarrass  Congress  less  if  they  had  a  war  to  maintain  against 
France  and  Spain  than  it  does  now  t  Would  not  the  embarrassment  be 
much  greatert  Does  the  paper  money  prevent  the  increase  and  the 
l)opulation  of  the  States!  No.  Does  the  war  prevent  it!  No.  Both 
the  population  and  the  property  of  the  States  have  increased  every 
year  since  this  war  began,  and  all  the  efforts  of  Great  BritJiin  can  not 
prevent  it.  On  the  contrary,  has  the  wealth  and  population  of  Great 
Britain  increased!  Has  her  commerce  increased!  Has  the  political 
weight  of  the  nation  in  the  scales  of  Europe  increased  !  Let  a  melan- 
choly Briton  tell. 

His  lordship  talks  about  the  misery  of  the  people  in  America.  Let 
him  look  at  home  and  then  say  where  is  misery — where  the  hideous 
prospect  of  an  internal  civil  war  is  added  to  a  war  with  all  the  world  ! 
The  truth  is,  that  agriculture  and  manufactures,  not  of  luxuries,  but  of 
necessaries, have  been  so  much  increased  by  this  war,  that  it  is  much  to 
be  doubted  whether  they  ever  fed  or  clothed  themselves  more  easily  or 
more  comfortably.  But,  besides  this,  the  immense  depredations  they 
have  made  upon  the  British  trade  have  introduced  vast  quantities  of 
British  merchandises  of  every  sort ;  and  in  spite  of  all  the  exertions  of 
the  British  fleet  their  trade  is  opening  and  extending  with  various 
countries  every  year,  and  Britain  herself  is  forced  to  aid  it,  and  will  be 
more  and  more;  a  recent  proof  of  which  is  the  permission  to  imimrt 
American  tobacco  into  the  kingdom  from  any  part  of  the  world  in 
neutral  bottoms. 

The  great  debt  is  also  mentioned.  Do  they  pay  an  interest  lor  this 
debt!  Is  every  necessary  and  convenience  of  life  taxed  to  perpetuity 
to  pay  this  interest !  Is  the  whole  equal  in  proportion  to  their  abilities 
to  the  debt  of  England!    Would  the  debt  be  rendered  less  by  joining 
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!iT!it  llritiirn  iif;iiirisl.  Fiiirico  ivnd  8x>niiit  Would  tlie  war  agftinst 
''liiiico  iuiii  H|i!iiii  be  RtiiirliT,  lufls  ex[>cnKivo,  or  less  bloody  tlinu  tlie 
i:ii-  nf;:itiiHt  10ii;;liUiil  T  It.v  n'tiiriiing  to  KuglnncI  would  not tlietr debt 
n>  Ion  litiu'R  innrc  biir[liMi»<i)inRT  This  debt  is  as  tiathiiig  to  America. 
)iit-i!  j;ivi^  lirr  ]>o;ii:<>,  let  Ifin  AiDoHcatis  tra<)o  freely  with  one  auotlier 
ml  nilli  )il]  otlirr  iiiitiotiR,  and  tliis  debt  would  be  but  a  featlier. 
ill  l)ii-in  itoMii'.  iimliM'  (irctit  Dritaia  Again,  and  liEire  tliocommuniva- 
ion  ix^hvcen  oiih  rolony  and  another  obstructed  as  heretofore  and 
lii'ir  trade  {oriruii'il  lo  <ircal  Itritaiuas  heretofore,  and  this  debt  would 
HI  n  liciivriT  iiiillstoiic  iiliotit  Mielr  necks  tliau  that  of  England  is  about 

A  gcnoial  ri<|iiit;niincf  In  rliit  allinuvo  with  France  is  mentioned.  A 
;r('!iliT  iiiiM(iiIi(>  wiin  never  ncide.  On  tho  conti'ary,  every  step  of  Con- 
;rcss,  «'v<'rv  |ii(ii'<'(.'diii;f  of  every  nsRombly  upon  the  continent,  every 
iiayer  Iliat  is  inaile  in  (lie  [lulpit,  and  every  speculation  in  the  ucws- 
liiperR,  (IcrnonntialCK  llie  hiyli  senflo  they  hnvo  of  the  iinportanco  of 
his  alliance.  1 1,  is  said  llial  I  his  iilliaiice  Inw  Itecri  of  little  utility;  Has  it 
mt  erri|ilcivi'd  tlic  P.iilisli  aim j  I  Una  it  not  eut  out  work  enough  for 
111'  r.rilish  iiavv  ?  Has  il  iir)(.  wasted  for  England  her  annual  twenty 
iiillionsT  Has  it  nol,  |<ri-vi-iiti.'d  these  from  being  employed  against 
\iii<'rica  !  Mas  il  not  f;ivcii  scojie  to  Americim  privateers!  Han  it  not 
.tolriiti-.!  IlieAnLoiicaii  tradi^T  Una  it  not  Imrt  that  of  Great  Britain  t 
las  it  mil.  eiiKa(!"'il  liiiNsia,  Holland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Tortngnl 
il.  li-ast  tiia  ncnlialilv  !    At  k-ast  has  itnot  contributed  much  t«  these 
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annaally  choose  the  members  of  the  assembly  and  the  senators  and 
governors.  Is  it  possible  these  men  should  tyrannize  over  men  upon 
whom  they  are  so  entirely  dependent  f  As  well  might  it  be  reproached 
to  his  lordship  and  his  colleagues  in  administration  that  they  tyran- 
nized over  their  royal  master,  who  can  disphice  them  at  his  ple<a8urc. 
The  assemblies  thus  annu<ally  chosen  by  the  people  or  militia  annually 
choose  the  delegates  in  Congress,  and  have  power  to  recall  them  at 
pleasure.  Will  the  militia,  then,  obey  either  assemblies  or  Congress  in 
the  execution  of  tyrannical  orders,  or  any  orders  that  are  not  generally 
agreeable  to  them  f  The  thing  speaks  for  itself.  Is  it  the  Continental 
army,  then,  that  is  the  instrument  of  their  own  servitude  and  that  of 
their  country  t  Every  officer  holds  his  commission  at  the  pleasure  of 
Congress.  Buc  his  lordship  and  his  colleagues  often  represent  the  Con- 
tinental army  as  so  small  and  feeble  as  to  be  unable  to  make  head 
against  the  British  troops;  and  it  is  true  that  they  are  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  militia.  What  would  become  of  them,  then,  if  the 
militia,  or  any  considerable  number  of  them,  were  to  join  tlie  British 
troops  t 

There  has  never  been  any  part  of  the  Continental  army  in  more  than 
three  or  four  of  the  thirteen  States  at  a  time,  watching  the  motions  of 
the  British  army  and  confining  them  to  the  protection  of  their  men-of- 
war.  What  has  there  been  then  in  the  remaining  nine  or  ten  States 
for  an  instrument  of  tyranny  t  This  is  too  ridiculous  to  need  fNany 
words. 

His  lordship  concludes  with  a  distinction,  if  possible,  less  grounded 
than  his  iissertions.  He  says  that  Congress  will  never  treat,  but  that 
the  people  and  the  assemblies  will.  Where  does  his  lordship  lind  the 
ground  of  his  difl'erence  between  the  Congress  and  the  assemblies  I  Are 
not  the  members  of  Congress  made  of  the  same  clayt  Are  they  nor 
themselves  members  of  the  assemblies!  Are  they  not  the  creatures  of 
the  assemblies!  Are  they  not  annually  created  ?  Are  they  not  de- 
pendent every  moment  upon  the  assemblies  for  their  existence  I  Have 
not  the  assemblies  a  right  to  recall  them  when  they  please,  and  ap- 
point others  by  law  and  the  constitution!  Have  not  the  assemblies  a 
right  to  instruct  them  how  to  act  !  If  they  do  not  obey  these  instruc- 
tions, can  not  the  assemblies  displace  them  and  appoint  others  who 
will  be  more  obedient!  If  the  assemblies  desired  a  reconciliation  with 
England,  would  not  they  appoint  a  Congress  who  desired  it  too!  If 
the  people  desired  it,  could  not  they  appoint  assemblies  who  would 
soon  make  a  Congress  suitable  for  their  pnri)Ose!  But  I  have  been 
too  long.  His  lordship  betrays  such  misinronnation  of  facts,  such  an 
inattention  to  those  obvious  marks  of  the  feelings  of  a  people  as  are 
infallible  indications  of  their  designs,  and  such  a  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  excite  astonishment 
in  an  impartial  examiner,  and  a  real  commiseration  lor  the  unhappy 
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tiatioii  wlio  iii-tt  ilovriti:iI    to   ilestructiou   from   Iijb  erron  and   dola- 

I  liiivfi  tlio  liouor  lo  bo,  ale, 

JouH  Adams. 


J.  Atlaiiis  to  ths  Pr«sld«ut  of  Cangr«u.t 

Paris,  June  2, 1780. 
Rut :  Wo  nro  iiirorincil  Ti-orii  Tbe  ITftguR,  of  tlie  28tli  of  Hay,  tfaat  tlie 
incrcliiiiitK  of  tlio  n>]>iili]jc  liiive  prettontcd  two  petitions,  one  to  tlieir 
lii^li  itii(;1i(int<t4K(>H:iii[|  Din.  olliur  lo  thoir  nobis  ami  grand  mightiucssea. 
r\n'.  loiior  of  l,I.i>,  lii!*t.  IK  ns  r..llow»  : 

To  Ih-'ir  hiyh  iiiiyAliNrw.  oni-  Inrdu  Ihr  SlatetGtmnal  Of  Iht  UiiUfd  I'rtrinetl: 

Till)  iiii<li>rHi(; I,  inpii'liniits,  .ixiiirartt.  Bud  onncm  of  voudIh,  and  frolglitors,  catnb- 

Imlic't  ill  Ilirm  |irnvirii'i'4,  jjivo  ri-npectriilly  to  niidaretfttid  tliat  it  Is  wiih  totitlmeiita 
•  f  tlin  iiir»(  wiiiiLilo  t;rntilii<lo  Unit  tliB  oomniorce  liaa  lieen  informed  of  tlio  BfTvctioU- 
[it<i  riwiiliiliiiii  liiltoii  by  yciiir  lil^h  mightlnsBBoa  to  equip  a  number  of  vmmIb  of  irar 

lo  MutikI  tn  protiTt  flic  fr inviK^tinn  of  tlioBiilijuctaof  tbUntate.     But  utliepeti- 

liiiiii'iH  vrv.Ti'  i^imrniit.  I1i:it  thn  mttvitj  of  tlie  progress  of  tlio  said  equipment  has  to 
MiIh  litiiK  )ic'i-n  n-liinli-a  iiolli  liy  t.lin  sieknms  irliicii  prevails  anions  tbe  orows  of  ttie 
vcfiHi'lH  rcnilf  to  put  lo  hcii  iitid  liy  tbe  irnnt  of  ei[>erirncDd  seamen  necMsnrj  lo  tbe 
I'linipiiipiit  of  vi'RHi'la  put  into  ciitiiiiiiiuiun  and  by  other  cause*,  wblle  lu  tbls  Interval 
Lbo  miwt  fnvorabln  hpiihuii  fur  n»vi|;.ition  slliis  airoy,  maiij  sbipi  loadud  irlth  mer- 
I'lisiiiliwiH  diirn  mit  xnt  sail  Iniiii  Ibii  ports  of  tliia  coualry  for  waul  of  tbe  neceasary 
tnrilfi-linii,  wbiln  Ibny  cau  not  llnil  nionnii  lioro  nor  oliowliere  of  insuring  but  a  small 
ir  nnrfroes,  and  tbut  even  at  enortuona  preiuintus,  sncli 
iir1<-.l,  l.ni  -.   -  - 
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The  second  petition  is  i\B  follows : 

To  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  o»r  lords  the  states  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland : 

Tbo  siibscribiug  luorchants,  assurers,  owiiors  of  ships,  anil  froigbtcrs,  all  living  iu 
those  prorincesi  give  resjiectfully  to  nnderstand  that  tlio  petitioners,  prcsMCil  by  the 
urgent  necessity  and  to  the  end  to  ward  off  the  total  ruin  of  commorce  and  naviga- 
tion, without  which  neither  they  nor  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
public can  subsist,  have  addressed  themselves  to  your  high  uilghtincHscs  our  lords 
the  States-General  of  the  Unit'Od  Provinces,  to  solicit  a  prompt  x>rotcction,  by  tlio  way 
of  petition,  of  which  the  petitioners  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  copy. 

Nevertheless,  although  the  petitioners  have  every  renHon  to  (latter  themselves  that 
an  arrangement  equally  ready  and  efllcacious  will  soon  fulfill  their  wishes ;  novortlie- 
less,  the  better  to  complete  their  views,  and  for  the  preservation  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  the  soul  and  the  nerve  of  the  prosperity  of  the  republic,  and  to  the  end 
to  prevent  its  inaction,  as  well  as  the  total  ruin  of  the  ])etitioners,  which  would  in- 
fallibly follow,  they  think  that  it  would  be  very  necessary  that  it  may  please  your 
noble  and  grand  mightiuesses  to  second  in  this  the  petitioners  as  in  your  high  wis- 
dom you  shall  Judge  expedient  and  convenient. 

I  have  before  sent  a  copy  of  what  was  published  for  the  answer  of 
the  court  of  Madrid  to  the  Russian  declaration,  liut  as  that  court  has 
now  published  an  authentic  copy,  which  is  a  little  diflerent  from  that, 
although  more  clear  and  better,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  Congress  with  a 
translation  of  it : 

The  king  has  been  informed  of  the  fashion  of  thinking  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  in 
regard  to  the  powers,  both  belligerent  and  neuter,  by  a  memorial  which  M.  Stephen 
de  ZinowiofT,  minister  of  that  sovereign,  has  presented  on  the  15th  of  this  month  to 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blauca,  first  secretary  of  state.  The  king  considers  this  act  of 
the  empress  as  an  effect  of  the  Just  confidence  which  his  majesty  has  merited  on  his 
part;  and  it  Is  to  him  so  much  the  more  agreeable,  as  the  principles  adopted  by  this 
sovereign  are  those  which  have  ever  governed  the  king,  and  which  his  majesty  en- 
deavored by  all  possible  means,  although  without  effect,  to  induce  England  to  observe 
during  the  time  that  Spain  herself  was  neuter.  These  principles  are  those  of  justice, 
of  equity,  and  of  moderation ;  these  same  principles,  in  fine,  Russia  and  all  the  powers 
have  acknowledged  in  the  resolutions  of  his  majesty,  and  it  is  only  by  the  conduct 
which  the  English  navy  has  established  both  in  the  last  and  present  war  (a  conduct 
which  subverts  the  rules  the  most  constantly  observed  in  regard  to  neutral  poworn) 
that  bis  majesty  Ikis  seen  himself  under  the  necessity  of  imitating  it,  because  the 
English,  not  respecting  the  neutral  flag  when  it  had  on  board  the  effects  of  an  enemy, 
although  they  were  not  contrabaud,  and  this  flag  not  defending  itself  against  these 
Tiolences,  they  could  not  with  Justice  hinder  Spain  from  using  equal  reprisals  to 
secure  herself  from  the  enormous  prejudice  which  would  result  from  an  inequality  in 
this  respect. 

The  neutral  powers  on  their  side  have  also  given  occasion  to  the  inconveniences 
which  they  have  suffered  by  having  served  tliomselves  with  double  )>apers  nnd  otiior 
artifices  to  the  end  to  prevent  the  capture  of  their  vossols.  From  this  have  followed 
the  numcrona  captures  and  detentions,  as  well  as  the  (Mnisefpionccs  wbicli  have  re- 
sulted from  them;  altlioujixh  in  truth  these  have  not  boon  so  ))rejndicial  :is  has  boon 
pretended.  On  the  contrary,  wo  know  that  some  of  these  detentions  have  turned  to 
the  advantage  of  the  owners  of  the  cargoes;  the  provimons  of  which  they  were  com- 
posed having  been  sold  in  the  port  where  the  ships  were  tried,  at  a  price  higher  than 
the  price  current  at  the  place  of  their  destination. 

The  king,  neverthcloHH,  not  content  with  these  proofs  of  liis  juHtilication,  mani- 
festeil  to  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  would  at  this  day  have  X\u)  glory  of  being  the  first  to 
give  the  example  of  respecting  tiie  neutral  fla.ir  of  all  tho  courts  which  have  con- 
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]  roiimiil,  t<>c1«rend  It,  nntil  his  mkjnlyHbkll  aM  tfaa  part  wtaleb 
,11  litkii.  iinil  iiiilil  Le  sbkll  (liacover  by  e.perifliioa  wbeUier  thii 
M'lr  IT  iinl,  n«  well  ka  Uie  Kiiglisli  priTalDen.  And  to  this  cud 
«  111!  |>ii\vi'iH  1ii>w  rauly  Spain  ia  to  olMcrvo,  now  abo  ta  *t  wAr, 

HhiKlc-siri'd  wliilo  Bb«  was  nentor,  hla  majmtj  coarorma  bimaelf 
iiiit;iiiii'il  ill  llio  (loctMfttion  of  Riisiia,  it  boiog  well  nuderatood 
llic  |ihio«  litni^knited,  uf  GlliralUr,  tbe  d»aft«r  or  antaring  into 
liiiiiKT  in  wliii'h  tbia  point  ia  oaeertalned  b;  tbefonrtb  Krtieleof 
ly  till-  iiii'iiii!!  of  tlio  nunibar  or  voasala  atBtionod  tbnre  to  form 
;<'r.  Iinui'vcr,  irlHob  tbo  iioutral  vcaaela  may  avoid  by  confonn- 
iri'cinlinti  cHtablinhed  Id  tbo  doolaration  of  bla  mi^Mty  of  tlie 

liid)  Imih  Iii:oii  comnmnioated  to  tbe  court  of  Petanborg  by  the 


Dk  Florida  Blakca. 

Tlioi'i!  iii'c  t^o  nrl  icios  woilli  trntislating  from  tlie  forafga  gazettes,  if 
it  wcTi:  only  ii»  H])ri',JtiiciiM  of  tlie  nit  wLicli  is  etiiplojeil  to  keep  tlie  eu- 
ctii.v  ill  iincorlniiitynl'oiit'  tliodoaigiis  oT  this  court  and  the  destioatJODS 
(iT  tlii^ir  flpciN,  wlictluir  smrcoBflfiiUy  or  not. 

Tlio  first  i«  Aiiislcnliiiu,  20tli  of  May.  A  letter  from  Toulon  of  tlie 
8ili  «r  tlilR  tiioiilli  roJihiitiR  tlie  following  dotaih: 

Oi'ili^rn  liiivn  nmvpil  Ihtx  finTii  r.niirt  to  imnit  out  into  tlie  road  aa  aoon  as  may  be 
llirii1ii|><iorUinIlnn  Mii> /■7<':tiia  t.lto  AfarnMlloh;  lint  as  tbe  deiitiuntion  of  tbees'two 
Hlii|ifl  in  l(i']>t  pxl.rniiii'ly  ki-cioI,  wo  uxlmnat  onnoTvea  in  oonjcctiira  conoeruinx  the 
f<l>.i<'(-t  of  tbo  n|><-i  lit  ions  Mliirli  liny  nrn  ordered  tn  execute.  Some  will  have  Ittbnt 
tl><\v  liiivn  ontnrH  to  H"  ■'"•^  \<"»  ilio  ni|iinilrr>n  of  Don  Rnlann,  wliicb  Bailed  from  Cadii 
l.li<'2'4lJi  ofliml.  ni'nilli.  »  lii<-li  i|.  i<i  |ir(^l«ii(lod  is  bound  In  llroat.     Otheni  iireiiime  tliat 
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ivoM  to  expel  the  Eaglish  from  the  Island  of  8t.  Lucia,  these  two  goncralH  havin;^ 
without  (lonht  designs  more  important  and  the  succoss  of  which  appears  to  tboni 
more  certain,  which  naturally  raises  oonjeotures  that  M.  de  Gnichou  proposed  very 
soon  to  put  to  sea.  However  this  may  he,  there  are  nevertheless  other  people  who 
presume  that  if  the  Count  de  Rochamheau  docs  not  go  directly  to  Canada  ho  may 
very  well  go  and  disemhark  at  Rhode  Island,  where  he  may  make  a  place  of  arniH,  in 
order  to  go  from  thence  and  Join  himself  to  General  Washington,  and  attack  New 
York  together  while  it  is  unfurnished  with  a  strong  garrison. 

lu  this  mauiier  it  is  that  some  person  or  other  is  employed  to  give 
scope  to  the  specalations  and  coiijectnres  of  the  public,  while  the  courts 
ot  Europe  flatter  themselves  that  their  real  councils  are  kept  secret. 
There  is  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  in  fact  the  'councils  of  all  tlie 
courts  of  Europe  are  penetrated  by  their  enemies.  The  councils  of 
Congress  in  many  striking  and  important  instiinces,  altliough  neces- 
sarily confided  to  such  numbers,  have  been  much  more  inviolably  kept 
without  the  aid  of  hired  paragraph  writers  to  disguise  them.  Our 
character  and  interest  depend  upon  improving  this  fidelity,  as  well  as 
upon  discountenancing  both  by  manner,  and  authority'  that  base  art  so 
prevalent  in  Europe,  that  of  political  lying. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Morris.* 

PASSY,  Jkuc  3,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  kind  letter  of  March  31,  acquainting  nie 
with  your  having  engaged  in  M.  dela  Fretc's  affairs  on  my  recommenda- 
tion. 1  tliank  you  very  much,  and  beg  you  to  be  assured  Miat  any  icc- 
ommendation  of  yours  will  be  regarded  by  me  with  greatest  atlenlion. 
The  letter  you  enclosed  to  M.Dumas  is  forwarded  to  liim.  We  are 
impatient  to  hear  from  America;  no  account  of  the  operations  at 
Oiiarleston  later  than  the  9th  of  March  having  yet  come  to  hand. 
Everything  here  in  Europe  continues  to  wear  a  new  ihce.  llussia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland  are  raising  a  strong  naval  force  to 
establish  the  free  navigation  for  neutral  ships  and  of  all  their  cargoes, 
though  belonging  to  enemies,  except  contraband — that  is,  military 
stores.  France  and  Spain  have  approved  of  it,  and  it  is  lii;ely  to 
become  henceforth  tiie  law  of  nations  that  free  ships  male  free  </oo(ls. 
England  does  not  like  this  confederacy.  1  wish  they  would  extiMul  it 
still  further,  and  ordain  that  nnarnied  trading  ships,  as  well  as  lisiier- 
men  and  tanners,  should  be  respected  as  working  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  mankind,  and  never  to  be  inlennpted  in  their  operations  even  by 
national  enemies ;  but  let  those  only  fight  with  one  another  whose  trade 
it  is,  and  who  are  armed  and  paid  for  the  purpose. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  your  n)ost  obe- 
dient and- humble  servant, 

1^.  Franklin. 


y 


•  N.  Y.  lllHt.  Soc,  187d  ;  S  Sparks'  Franklin,  AH:} ;  7  ni;r,.low'H  Kianklin,  70. 


4  DII'LOMATIC   CORRBSPONUBNCB. 

I  r.i'rtuiii  Intiliiikv  Ttioy  nhto  from  Droit  tliut  tliej  oontimie  to  work  >t  thekrn 
lit  nf  tlin  vrNHi'li  iiil.niiili'cl  for  tlie  flent;  tliere  are  Hveral  of  thaiii  ftlrskdy  in  ( 
i1.  Tho  Ai-li/,  <>r  nuvoiitf  roiir  giitiB,  CBino  In  on  the  ITth.  Tliey  expecl«a  in  ti 
t  llio  lloct  Iniiii  Itciiiloiiiix,  looiled  vritli  storea,  proTJaioos,  and  wiue.  Thelrarri' 
itKM-warj-  to  o'iiii|i  c<)m|>U'.tr1y  tiie  winaUiuii  dutiiiod  to  lr»uaport  *  aecond  ilivlsi 
ri>ri[ifi  iif  four  ^r  li  vn  t1i<iii:i;iiiil  meu.  Tlie  oouTo;  which  Miled  froDi  St.  Halo  ou  G( 
ilay  wiiH  Hitll  iit  Clu-rl'uiir);.  It  ia  au  inuoh  therauro  valuable,  aa it  conaiata  par 
I'iiNt  riiiiii'iiiH  mill  otiiitr  iiii'ccn  of  artillery,  broDgtit  in  nngoDH  from  tbo  araeiii 
Mm  lU'itri'nt  nliirb  »';im  fu  liiivp  been  nmde  laat  yeur.  The  Kngliah,  nbokiiow 
Ml',  itii  not  loKK  Hli^lit  »r  il,  iia  tbey  say  ;  anil  it  iHiaiil  if  thej  ivorouot  reatrnii 
;i  r.iih'iiliiMoii  nf  tlui  (>x|ifiiHe  Hiey  wonlil  buinbaitl  CliurboiirB,  if  they  could  i 
III'  III  till!  vnsFX-l.i  III  ]«ii'i  III  liiirii  tlium.  It  i«  lielievetl  tliat  a  few  abipa  of  Uie  li 
y  Kiioii  [;o  oiil  [if  llri'xt  1o  f-ivo  chaM  to  tlio  Kugliab   and  scattar  tbeni  from  Ck 


l.»ni(oii.  iVij;'Jil.--l'li. 


^i|intchoa  vrhicb  tho  court  baa  rocolTod  from  it«  miiijat 
linn  llio  plan  of  c<iiiroderation  of  the  povrcru  of  tliia  )iarl 
i>-rro  ortlieir  aiibjoota  aRaiiiHt  the  attacks  of  tlie  belligor* 
4>u!iiililo  tlint  more  iiioduratiun  on  oor  part  wotibl  have  h 
ilioiitto  strike  the  last  blow  to  our  iiiaritiiiio eiijirenioi 
I  till)  viiipiio  of  Ihc  suas,  tvliich  are  about  lo  becuuio  ag: 

irlilcli  anllod  from  tliia  port  tlio  S8tb  of  laat  montb  I 
r  l.:i^oH  by  a  vMwl  wtilcli  arrlveil  j'catorday.  Siiie«  tl 
I  not  been  retarded.  Tlin  wind  is  ckangod,  aud  ia  fuTi 
iTlvoHbipsot  the  lino,  five  fri galea,  seven  piivatoera arm 
'iiLisporl  veastile,  ivilb  twelve  tlioiisaud  luud  forces,  arl 
ml  liriy-nino  niercbaiit  vcsacls,  tbree  of  wtiiofa  are  Fren 
rii  iiiiiiiiin  in  Ibis  port  fifUteu  sbijis  of  the  lino,  when 
;  tliu  livu  othont  will  Im  iinincdiatuly.  Thoru  are  eight 
r,  In  pniiditioii  to  nail  nt  tlin  lirnt  ordrr 
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They  write  from  Boclifort  that  the  Invincible^  a  new  ship  of  one  hun- 
dred and  four  guns,  is  actually  in  the  road.  The  command  of  this 
vessel  has  been  given  to  M.  de  la  Gary. 

The  following  article  shows  that  some  foreign  merchants  are  enter- 
prising a  trade  towards  America : 

Oatendf  May  23.— The  ship  the  City  of  BrunBeh^  Captain  Peter  Vonghcn,  of  five  linn- 
dred  tons  belonging;  to  iiiorohaiits  of  Brnsnels,  who  had  loaded  her  for  St.  Eiistatia,  haa 
had  the  uiisfortiiue  to  strike,  the  20th  of  this  month,  iu  going  out  of  the  hnsiu.  In  Hpito 
of  the  alacrity  with  which  they  labor  to  got  her  afloat  and  repair  the  damage  ftlie  hns 
snstaiirCd  ou  the  occasion,  we  think  she  can  not  again  bo  \i\ii  iu  a  condition  to  pro- 
ceed to  hor  destination. 

Leydcn,  May  JM),  17H0.— The  convoy  of  troops  which  has  arrived  so  apropos  nt  Bar- 
badoes,  and  from  thence  to  St.  Lncia,  at  the  very  instant  that  the  Count  de  Guiclien 
conducteil  to  the  Antilles  a  considerable  re-enforcement  for  the  French  troops,  is  that 
which  sailed  from  Portsuioath  the  27th  and  from  Plymouth  the  30th  of  January,  under 
convoy  of  the  IiitrcjHd,  of  sixty-four  guns,  with  some  frigates,  and  which  was  dis- 
persed upon  the  coast  of  Ireland.  An  ofllcer  of  the  Hixty-oighth  regiment  (one  of  the 
four  regiments  embarked  upon  this  convoy)  writes  from  Antigua  the  lOlli  of  Mnrch  : 
"  We  have  been  arrived  here  two  days ;  we  sailed  from  Plymouth  the  30th  of  January, 
in  concert  with  the  eighty-seventh,  ninetieth,  and  ninety-firat  regiments,  under  con- 
voy of  the  Intrepidf  of  sixty-four  guns.  The  next  day  we  were  separated  from  the 
convoy  by  a  great  storm,  which  lasted  six  days,  and  wo  saw  nothing  more  of  any  vessel. 
Having  no  orders  concerning  our  destination,  as  we  were  not  to  receive  thcni  till 
we  had  doubled  Cape  Lizard,  wo  were  in  great  pain  concerning  the  part  we  should 
take.  Commanding  eighty  soldiers  on  board  this  vessel,  it  fell  to  mo  to  direct  their 
route.  I  ordered  the  master  to  conduct  us  to  the  first  of  our  West  India  islands, 
which  we  could  gain,  and  in  consequence  we  arrived  here  safe  and  sound.  Qod  knows 
what  is  become  of  the  rest  of  the  convoy  ;  I  hope  that  it  will  join  us  soon.'' 

The  following  article  I  add  from  the  Mercury  of  France  of  the  3d  of 
June.  I  can  not  answer  for  the  truth  of  it,  nor  do  I  know  tliat  it  is 
false: 

They  write  from  London  the  11th  of  May  that  a  courier,  dispatched  from  The 
Hague  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  had  arrived  with  the  following  news:  In  consequence 
of  the  permission  granted  by  the  States-Qeneral  for  the  passiige  of  the  recruits  from 
nrunswiok,  llcsse,  llaynau,  etc.,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  through  the  territory  of 
the  republic,  and  for  their  embiirkation  in  one  of  their  ports,  one  ship  of  war  and 
transports  have  sailed  from  England  to  take  on  board  these  recruits  destined  for  the 
army  in  Canada.  But  scarcely  were  the  troops  and  their  baggage  embarked  when 
there  arrived  an  order  of  the  States-General  to  stop  their  departure.  They  attribute 
this  conduct  of  the  States-General  to  the  formal  denmnd  which  they  have  made  upon 
Great  Britain  of  the  restitution  of  the  Dutch  vessels  taken  by  Counuodore  Fielding. 
In  consequence,  the  transports  and  recruits  would  remain  in  Holland  until  entire 
satisfaction  should  be  given  to  the  States-Goneral  upon  this  object. 

lirussclSf  May  'AO. — The  arrival  of  extraordinary  couriers  continually  from  Versailles 
and  Madrid  to  iiisbon  gives  rise  to  conjectures  that  the  good  intelligence  which  reigns 
between  this  court  and  that  of  London  may  very  well  change  in  part,  and  that  at 
least  his  most  faithful  majesty  is  not  far  from  adoi)ting  the  Kystoni  of  Holland  and  the 
northern  powers,  the  eflect  of  which  must  bo  the  mainteiianeo  of  the  liberty  of  the 
navigation  and  of  the  connnerce  of  their  respective  subjects  against  the  continual 
depredations  of  privateers. 

PariSf  Muff  :W).— "NVe  learn  by  letters  from  Fcrrol  that  the  intcndant  of  the  marine 
in  that  i>ort  ha<l  reeeived  i>rderH  to  send  out  without  delay  eight  ships  of  the  line  and 
fourfrigates,  and  to  deliver  them  packets,  which  arc  sent  him,  not  to  bo  opened  but 
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f(i]'i;<'s  from  ]''nii]ro  niiil  I'oi-  kRupiiig  up  a  constant  couimitiiioationaft^ 
tlicir  :irri\  ill,  .iiiil  :i{;;uii  ivix-atotl  lii^  wUhoR  Unit  liotliiiig  mi};lit  1)0  loft 
iiii]ii'()vi(lcil  Tor  tlial  mu\i\  iirniitisu (lespiitc)i  to  tlieirniwratiousnuilrcu- 
<K'i-  tlii-iJi  most,  oxtoiisivi'lv  iiHi^fiil  to  thvm  United  Statoa. 

Tin',  niiiii.s(<T  ;ilsi>  uislieil  lo  rccominoiKl  to  tbe  coDsidemtioii  of  Gon- 
i^vtii^a  M.  Louis  lOtlii.s  ilc  Coniey,  proviiivinl  coininissnry  of  tlie  troopaJD 
I  lie  wivico  of  his  mos(  Christian  iniyoHty,  for  thehonorof  a  brevet  com- 
iiiiKsion  of  lioiitcmtiil'coloiicl,  wkicli  title  liia  ofllco  ban  giveu  him  in  tlie 
l<'ji>[i('li  8orvico.  M.  ili^  CoriK'y  dcBircd  not  cointnaud  or  pay,  but  was 
iiriibilioiiH  to  dcs[>i'vi<  ;i  mnrk  of  honor  from  tbeao  United  States  from 
whicli  lioiicliU  irii^lil  result  to  him  hereafter. 

LT[)oti  tlio  for<'i;oiiig  iiifuriitation  your  committee  bcf^  leave  to  submit 
til  Uio  considoriitioii  ofCoiiirress  the  following  resolutions: 

That  .1  brevet  (^oniinissioii  of  lieutenant-colonel  begrauted  to  M.Lonis 
EthiH  do  (lonicy. 

Tliiit.  niotisii'tir  do  <'orn<'y  be  furnished  with  letters  from  the  Prosi- 
dciit  u>  tho  Hiijiri'iim  cxeiiiitive  powers  of  the  several  States,  or  to  such 
oflheiii  as  M.  duOotney  shall  apply  for,  requesting  tlioiritdvice  and  aid 
to  liim  in  proiuirinc  provisions  and  other  neceseiiries  for  the  forces  of 
his  most  (Jlirisliaii  inajesly  expected  to  arrive  iu  these  United  States,  in 
Riich  manner  as  will  best  avoid  a  competition  of  purchases  for  the  tise 
iibovo  niontioncd  and  Mioso  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  these  United 
States. 

That  till',  minister  of  France  bo  infonneil  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Ooti- 
gn'Hs  (hat  tlie  pulilie  service  will  be  best  promoted  by  having  tbe  same 
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Report  of  a  Committee  of  Congress  respecting;  Communications  from  the 

Frenoh  Minister.* 

In  Congress,  June  5, 1780. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  commanicatioiia  of  bis  excel- 
lency the  minister  of  France,  relating  to  supplies  for  the  forces  of  his 
most  Christian  majesty  and  on  other  matters,  beg  leave  to  report  that, 
in  a  conference  had  on  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  the  minister  was 
pleased  to  make  the  following  communications,  viz : 

That  M.  de  Corney,  commissary  of  the  troops  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  had  orders  to  purchase  a  number  of  horses  and  to  purchase  or 
hire  a  number  of  teams  in  the  States  where  they  could  be  most  conven- 
iently procured  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  his  most  Christian  m.ijesty 
that  should  arrive  to  cooperate  with  the  forces  of  these  United  States. 

That  M.  de  Corney  had  also  orders  to  endesivor  to  procure  in  the  sev- 
eral States  where  it  should  be  found  most  convenient  provisions  for  the 
forces  above  mentioned  in  such  manner  as  should  least  interfere  with  tiie 
purchaser  of  the  States  or  agents  of  Congress,  and  as  should  be  best 
adapted  to  support  and  establish  the  credit  of  the  i)aper  currency. 
That  M.  de  Corney  would  apply  to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the 
several  States  in  which  the  purchases  were  to  be  made  for  their  advice 
and  aid  in  the  matter. 

.  To  obtain  which  the  minister  wished  for  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
and  that,  if  they  should  think  fit,  letters  might  be  written  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the  several  States,  requesting 
their  advice  and  aid  to  M.  de  Corney  in  procuring  those  sui)plies. 

That  M.  de  Corney  had  received  £7,000  of  the  bills  lately  emitted  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  use  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned, 
and  would  in  his  negotiation  avail  himself  of  all  opportunities  for  con- 
tributing to  the  utmost  of  his  power  for  establishing  the  currency  of 
the  public  bills  of  credit. 

That  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  said  forces  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  the  option  of  receiving  their  pay  in  specie,  from  their  unac- 
quaintedness  with  pai)er  money  in  general,  and  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
guage in  which  the  bills  of  these  United  States  are  struck. 

Which  circumstance  the  minister  thought  pro|)cr  to  suggest,  that 
Congress  might  take  any  measures  they  should  judge  necessary  to  pre- 
vent uneasiness  arising  therefrom  to  the  troops  of  these  United  States, 
who  might  receive  their  pay  in  a  dififerent  manner. 

That  to  prevent  loss  happening  to  any  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
States  from  receiving  from  the  troops  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  any 
small  coins  they  may  be  possessed  of  that  shall  bo  below  the  standard 
alloy,  the  same  will  be  exchanged  for  other  coins  by  persons  that  shall 
receive  orders  therefor.  ^ 

The  minister  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  mode  of  intelligence  Con- 
gress would  rely  on  to  give  them  immediate  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the 
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rnptiiin  Ciirtiirc't:  llio  Ilciixi''  I'rUt,  at  alttoon.  Captain  Dcuiiiiiioml ;  Mid  Ui« 
/rjiAiii' nrfiiiirli'i-ii,  (::i|j(:iiii  lii;:1i.'<,  fur  tb«  onaat  ot  Oulnon.  Tlio  frifiAlu  Amvra  for 
rijiiiniKli,  till-  hIi.<.|ih  .Viraf/iiFr  niirl  irnip. 

May  '!'>.  — \l  m  nniil  1 1  in  r''^iiiii'iit.  of  Colonel  RaiiiafonI  passed  tlirou);Ii  Loudun  lORO 

III  rnrlNii Mi  iIi'mIiiipiI  I<>  J  jiiuiiiM.     It  will  Imi  OKnrtod  out  of  tliB    ohnuuol  by   Uio 

;:r:in(t  I1i>»t.  llini  it  Hill  iiiiiki^  a  i^umnKiii  ooarae  up  to  a,  oertaiu  latitude  witb  lbs 
ll.'.'t  di'Hlhicil  for  Uio  Kant  liidii'n. 

rilcntliniiih,  .Vnyli,— Oiirlloi't  cli'ntiiiod  to  maiDtkiu  Ibo  neutrality  *tae*  is  ready  1« 
H;iil  rriiiii  CiKiinlaill.  1'lii\v  xii.v  lli»l,  nflor  having  paBsml  thoMund,  ItwiltolMuolTall 
■■iiiisiTH  M  li:itHii«vor  Mot  only  in  llio  Itnltle  B<ui,  but  tbom  n-hleb  are  in  the  nsiglibor- 
liooil  orNorwny,  M  nii'iii  Ari-li:iii);nl.  The  report  preTAit*  oven  that  weabalL  cqaip 
iiiiiiiocliiili-ly  »  Rcroiiil  miiinilrori,  dnstinoil  to  re-oarorco  the  Qnt. 

Iliiijnr,  May  ^il.— Tlio  ciiiii  iticriliiiMts  living  in  AniBt«rilBiu  ptDBout«<l   last  Friday 
livn]i<'ti1ii>ti><,  till)  rii'.tlofwliitli  ixoniinruiloiriiig  tunur: 
la  fhrir  hUjh  iiii^Ji (in <■««■-  ,,vr  lordt  Iht  Slalet  Oeneral  of  (*«  Uniltd  /'ntDliiCW  .- 

"  Till' HiiliHiTiliiiif;  iMiTiJiaiilN,  (niiliu);  obiolly  in  grnin  at  tbu  oxobange  of  the  oom 
iii<-irli:iiiln  of  llin  cily  of  AiiiHli-rihini,  respect  fully  mnko  known  that  tlio  senrcity  of 
j;r,ilii  III  lion  i;  fiiri-iKiKT"  li:iviii<;  liciin  the  cause  that  thuy  have  boon  chaTKOdfor  aoine 
Ihni',  mill  fmin  :ill  p:ir(ii,  witli  viTy  considerable  commissions  for  sending  oDT  theirs, 
nliiclii'iiii  nut  lint  t-ivn  :i  luiw  iii^tivit;  to  this  important  lir.inch  of  commerce;  the 
ililliriiliii''' tvlii<:h  in  tin-  iiroHoiit  Hitnntiou  of  alTiiirH  oiiiUnrriHs  navicatiau  liavo 
luisi'il  llio  priio  nf  rH-i(ilil.  In  hikIi  a  ilegreo  thatsnverul  masters  of  ships  have  on- 
liri'lj  ii-tiiHi'il  to  ii;ii'i|:,'ili'  lovvuiiln  the  sontb,  consiiloring  that  they  could  not  ox[>om 
IhriiiHi'lvi-M  III  I'M'!' II  to  till  I  c'iiiiiiiiiH'>ions  nf  tlio  said  merchants  in  grain  without  niti- 
niiit;  till'  link  iif  Intiif;  Kiii/.iit  iinil  liiken,  which  becamo  extremely  prejudicial  lo  tbo 
'iirii,  »  liii  li  Ih  li:Llil»  til  liiltti  hurl,  mill  corrupt;  from  whence  it  mnstneuossnrily  result, 
Unit  foi  wiiiili  iif  saIi'.i  1  liii  |iii|ilioiicrn  sen  tiininiiolvns  on  imo  hanil  deprived  of  a  rca- 
snii.'ililii  iniilil,  ^ini|  on  (lii<  iitlic-i  lincl  thehidolTes  forcod  to  keep  their  grain  in  their 
nnis/i/.iiii'Hforn  Iniiji^T  Npii'i' of  limn,  wliilo,  niorooviir,  tho  importation  by  the  Baltic, 
Mliicli  ili:iiiiiislH>M  liy  ihli  nn'.itiH  coiiiiitornlily,  cun  not  fail  also  to  give  to  this  branch 
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Just  vexationB  aud  the  mi  nous  seisiire  of  their  ships,  and  aj^aiiistall  the  shackles 
which  have  beeu  put  opoii  their  coiumerce,  while  the  x>etitioncr8,  ou  their  part,  olTer 
to  concur  with  all  their  hearts  and  with  zeal  in  all  convenient  measures  which  in 
this  respect  yonr  nohle  and  grand  mightinesses  shall  Judge  to  be  necessary  to  come 
at  the  end  proposed." 

Hamhnrgj  May  26. — They  write  from  Stockholm  that  the  court  of  Sweden  ha<l  pos- 
itively accepted  the  plan  of  an  armed  nentrality  x>rop08e<l  by  Russia,  and  given  or- 
ders to  equip  six  more  ships  of  the  line,  so  that  at  present  the  naval  forces  of  Sweden, 
like  those  of  Denmark,  consist  in  ten  ships  of  the  line  and  six  frigates,  whereof  six 
shijis  of  the  line  are  ready  to  make  sail  from  the  p3rt  of  Carl.scroon. . 

We  learn  from  the  Sound  that,  the  21st  of  this  month  the  Kuglish  ship  the  Chat- 
Aam,  of  Afty  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  O.  Altiin,  was  nrrived  there,  as  well  as 
the  frigates  the  Sirens  the  Lizard^  and  the  LynXy  under  the  command  of  the  captains 
Dodde,  Parry,  and  Britten,  of  twenty-four  and  twenty  guuH.  The  cutters  the  2?nmi/, 
Captain  Coaths,  of  twelve  guns,  and  the  Frederiok,  C.  Pascchall,  of  eight.  These  two 
last  have  sustained  in  the  North  Sea  a  brisk  action  with  two  French  cutters,  one  of 
which  was  named  the  Alexander^  of  fourteen  guns,  which  they  have  conducted  to  the 
Sound.  It  is  not  known  what  Is  become  of  the  other  prize,  which  they  think  is  sunk 
or  carried  to  Norway. 

I  have  tlio  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Dumas.* 

Passy,  t/wnc  5,  1780. 

Dear  Sib:  The  gcutlemau  whoso  name  you  wished  to  know,  in  one 
of  your  late  letters,  is  M.  Westhuysen  dchevin  ct  conseiUer  dc  la  ville  de 
Harlem.  I  shall  probably  send  an  order  to  that  place  f(/r  some  of  the 
types  of  which  you  have  sent  mo  the  prices  before  I  leave  EnroiK.  I 
think  them  very  good,  and  not  dear. 

A  Dutch  ship,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Littledale  vS:;  Co.,  of  Rotterdam, 
being  brought  into  France  as  having  an  English  (;argo  on  board,  I  have 
followed  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  the  cargo, 
which  I  think  the  more  right,  as  the  English  have  in  the  West  Indies 
confiscated  several  of  our  cargoes  found  in  Dutch  ships.  But,  to  show 
respect  to  the  declaration  of  the  Empress  of  liussia,  I  liavc  written  to 
the  owners  of  our  privateers  a  letter,  of  which  I  enclose  a  coi)y,  together 
with  a  copyof  the  judgment,  for  your  use,  if  you  liearof  any  complaint. 
I  approve  much  of  the  principles  of  the  confederacy  of  the  neutral  pow- 
ers, and  am  not  only  for  respecting  the  ships  as  the  house  of  a  friend, 
though  containing  the  goods  of  an  enemy,  but  I  even  wish,  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  that  the  law  of  nations  may  bo  further  improved  by  de- 
termining that,  even  in  time  of  war,  all  those  kinds  of  people  who  are 
employed  in  procuring  subsistence  for  the  species,  or  in  exchanging  the 
uecessaries  or  conveniences  of  life  which  are  for  the  common  lenelit  of 
mankind — such    as    husbandmen  ou  their  lands,   fishermen    in    liieir 
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liar]<8,  anil  tradi'm  iit  iiiianiicd  vessttia — slial)  bfi  permitted  to  proee- 
riiii'.  tln^ir  Beveral  iiiiiocciit  juhI  useful  omploymenta  without  interrap- 
tiiiit  or  itiolit.stntion,  atid  iiothiiif^  Uilion  from  tliem  oveu  wbeu  wanted 
l).v  :iri  I'luMiiy,  but  nri  |inyiti^  u  fair  price  for  tlie  saino. 

I  I  hi  Ilk  you  liiivodoiic  well  to  print  tlio  letter  of  Clinton;*  for,  tboa);h 
I  Uiwit  )ii\.sclf  liiul  RiiK|)i(^i()ii.s  witctlicr  soiiio  parts  of  it  were  really  writ- 
ten by  liiiii,  yet  I  liavc  no  (bmbtof  tl)0  facts  stated,  and  ttiiuk  the  piece 
vjiluablt',  lis  fjivin;;  iv  triio  acc^oiiiitortlio  stata  of  British  aud  Amcricau 
alt'iiiiH  in  lliat  i|iiarUT.  On  tlic  whole,  it  baa  the  apiiearaiioeof  a  letter 
written  by  .1  fjciicia!  ivlio  did  not  approve  of  the  expedition  ho  was 
an  o|iiiiioii  of  theJudfcmoDt  of  those  who  drew  up 
I  had  observed  that  the  ))rccodiiig  coniinaiiders — 
ipi'1,  and  the  Ilowes — h:ul  all  bitcu  ceuBurcd  by 
I'iii;;  uii^ncccssfully  attempted  to  execute  injudi- 
lli  u[K'i|ual  force;  and  he  thoicf ore  wrote  sucha 
;ivo  tlie  inforjuntiori  contained  in  it,  but  to  be  pro- 
lion  wlii-u  bo  luiglit  bo  recalled,  and  hiawautof 
1  hini  nn  a  crinie;    though  in  truth,  owing  to  the 

r.\\  .Sir  IIiMiry  Cliiildii,  1x.ni  ill  1738,  wiM  tlio  son  of  Ailmiritl  OMrgB  Clin- 
•xnn  KiiviTiKir  ••!  Nov  V'ork  friiin  1741  to  1754,  ntiil  nns  the  grniKlson  of 
^nrl  (>r  Litirolti,  iiiiil  llie-iiiroro  clinolj  relit imI  to  tlio  rnmily  of  tlie  llllcM  hoiiw 
iHtliv  (ii^iii'i'.il  (.'Hilton  1ii';;:in  liis  Tiiitilnry  BTvico  in  Now  York  trbru  his 
innnvdiiiir.  lie  hiTvnl  in  iCiimpo  ilariii); tlio Bcvoii  yoars' war;  bocamo iiinjOT- 
inlTTJ;  limk  ikihiumiiiI  til  Knstoii  in  MnT,  ITTS,  mill  hud  gonoral  command 
I  tin  ii[  ItiiitUiTH  I  [ill,  wimru  lio  ho  greatly  dliitiii(;uiiili<Hl  himself  that  heim* 
iii'ul  Hi'iiti'ii:iiit';;i'ii<-i  ;i1  ill  Hn|it4inilK'.r,  1775,  iitul  a,  locnl  general  in  Jsnuai'y, 
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folly  of  the  miuisters  who  had  ordered  him  on  impnicticable  projects, 
and  persisted  in  theui,  notwithstanding  his  faithful  informations,  with- 
out furnishing  the  necessary  number  of  troops  he  had  demanded.  In 
this  view  much  of  the  letter  may  be  accounted  for  without  supposing 
it  fictitious ;  and  therefore,  if  not  genuine,  it  is  ingeniously  written. 
But  you  will  esisily  conceive  that,  if  the  state  of  public  facts  it  contains 
were  known  iu  America  to  be  false,  such  a  publication  there  would 
have  been  absurd,  and  of  no  possible  use  to  the  cause  of  the  country. 
I  have  written  to  M.  Neufville  concerning  the  bills  you  mention.  I 
have  no  orders  or  advice  about  them,  know  nothing  of  them,  and  there- 
fore can  not  prudently  meddle  with  them ;  especially  sis  the  funds  in 
my  power  are  not  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the  Congress  bills  for 
interest  and  other  inevitable  demands.  lie  desired  to  know  whether  I 
would  engage  to  reimburse  him  if  he  should  accept  and  pay  them  ;  but 
as  I  know  not  the  amount  of  them,  I  can  not  enter  into  any  such  en- 
gagement; for  though,  if  they  are  genuine  Congress  bills,  I  am  per- 
suaded all  possible  care  will  be  taken  by  Congress  to  provide  for  their 
punctual  payment,  yet  there  are  so  many  accidents,  by  which  remit- 
tances are  delayed  or  intercepted  in  the  time  of  war,  that  I  dare  not 
hazard  for  these  new  bills  the  possibility  of  being  rendered  unable  to 
pay  the  others. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

15.  Franklin. 


Adams  to  Dumas.* 

Paris,  June  0,  17vS0. 

Sir:  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  21st  of 
May,  and  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  my  arrival  here. 

Mr.  Brown,  with  whom  you  took  your  walks  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Paris,  has  been  gone  from  home  some  weeks  on  his  way  hence.  1  should 
have  had  much  pleasure  if  I  had  been  one  of  the  party.  I  have  rambled 
in  most  of  the  scenes  round  this  city  and  find  them  very  pleasant,  but 
much  more  indebted  to  art  than  to  nature.  Philadelphia,  in  the  pur- 
lieus of  which,  as  well  as  tliose  of  Baltimore  and  Yorktown,  1  iiave  often 
sought  health  and  ple;isure  in  the  same  way  in  company  with  our  ven- 
erable secretary,  Charles  Thomson,  will  in  future  time,  when  the  arts 
shall  hfive  established  their  empire  in  the  New  World,  become  much 
more  striking.  But  Boston  above  all,  around  wlliuh  1  have  much  oftencr 
wandered  in  company  with  another  venerable  chatiicter  little  known  in 
Europe,  but  to  whose  virtues  and  public  merits  in  the  cause  of  man- 
kind history  will  do  Justice,  will  one  d«iy  present  scenes  of  grand<Mir 
and  beauty  superior  to  any  other  place  I  have  yet  seen. 

The  letter  of  General  Clinton,  when  I  transmitted  it  to  you,  was  not 


•5  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Coir.,  304. 


''"  IHI'I.OMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE, 

Kns|ii>i;t<-(l  to  ho  lui  iiiipositioii.  TlieraaresoniecircaiustHuoos  whicli  are 
j4iillii'imit  Id  raiso  ii  ([ix'stioii,  but  I  think  none  of  tbeiD  are  coiiclusi ro, 
:niil  ti[><in  tlie  whole  I  havo  little  doubt  of  itA  autbeutiuity.  I  sball  be 
iiiiicli  iiiarliti<>il  ir  it  iii'dvi'h  :v  flctiou,  uot  on  account  of  tlie  iinportauoe 
III' (he  li'ttcr,  but  tin;  staiti  tlint  a  pr.wtice  80  disingenuous  will  bring 
ii|ii)ii  AriicriiM.  Wlii-Ji  I  lirnt  left  Auiofica  sucb  a  fiction,  witli  all  its 
iii^'rniiit.v,  wmitil  li;iv<!  Miiiii-il  the  reputation  of  the  author  of  itif  dis- 
(■()v<>n;tl,  mill  1  III  ink  that  both  lio  and  the  printerwould  have  been  puu- 
ishiMl.  Witli  all  tin*  fiwilom  of  our  pnssaes,  I  really  think  that  not  ouly 
this  f^ovci'iiiiu'iit  but  tliM  |i')i>iil;tce  would  Iiare  resented  it.  I  have  ba<l 
iipiiortiiiiJIios  of  an  i'\U^ii.sivu  acipialntMUCQ  with  the  Ainoricaua,  and  I 
iniisl.  Kav,  in  JiiKlirit  to  iiiv  comitryinou,  tlint  I  kuow  uot  a  man  tliat  I 
think  capaMo  nf  a  lii]';;i'ry  at  once  so  able  and  8o  base.  Truth  is  indeed 
rcspi'cti'il  in  AinKrit;;!,  and  so  grosa  an  affront  to  bcr  I  hope  will  uot,  and 
I  lliiiili  nan  not,  Rn  iMipiinishcd. 

Whi^llici'  it  is  ^i^iiiiino  or  not,  Ihavo  no  doubt  of  tlin  truth  of  the  facts, 
ill  gi'iicral ;  and  I  Imvo  rontons  to  believe  that  if  tlio  secret  correspond- 
cnirr.  ol'  I>(^riiaril,  llntrtiiiiMou,  Oagc,  Howe,  aud  Uliiitoii  could  all  be 
liron^'lit  to  lt<r|it  tliu  world  would  bo  equally  surprised  at  the  whole 
thread  of  it.  The  Itritisli  adininiHtratioti  and  their  servants  have  car- 
ried tuwat'il  ii»  from  the  l)e<;iiining  a  Hyatoiu  of  duplicity  iu  the  oouduct 
of  American  ad'airr;  that  will  np[>oar  infamous  to  tlio  public  whenever  it 
Rhnll  be  known. 

Yon  havo  seen  Kodncy's  account  of  the  battle  of  the  17th  of  April. 
Tlic  .scepter  of  the  ocean  in  not  to  be  maintained  by  suck  actions  as 
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priety  of  your  couduct  and  of  miue.    I  waive,  tlieref'oro,  any  furtbcr  dis- 
pato  witli  you.    But  I  charge  yon  not  to  meddle  with  the  commaud  of 
the  Alliance,  or  create  any  disturbances   on  board  her,  as  you  will 
answer  the  contrary  at  your  peril. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc. 


Report  of  a    Committee    of  Congress  respeotiiig   a    Conference    with    the 

French  Minister.* 

In  CoNGiiESS,  June  7,  178(L 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  minister  of  France  on 
the  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  forces  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty  and  on  other  matters,  report : 

That  the  minister  of  France  has  communicated  to  3'our  committee 
that,  as  M.  de  Oorney,  commissary  of  the  troops  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  will  go  into  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  i)rocure  some  supplies, 
it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  there  an  advance  of  money 
from  these  United  States,  either  in  Continental  bills  or  the  bills  of  that 
State,  to  be  replaced  in  specie  on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  France, 
and  the  minister  engages  that  the  moneys  which  shall  be  so  advanced 
by  these  United  States  to  M.  de  Corney,  shall  be  replaced  in  si)ecie  as 
above  mentioned. 

Upon  which  communication  your  committee  beg  lejive  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  receive,  on  account  of  these  United  St^ates,  out  of  the 
moneys  raised  by  th«at  State  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge  the  drafts 
heretofore  made  by  Congress  and  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
Congress  of  the  20th  of  last  month,  or  out  of  the  bills  that  shall  be  com- 
pleted and  lodged  in  the  Continental  loan  olRco  in  that  State  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  (yongress  of  the 
18th  of  March  last,$  1,200,000  of  the  bills  now  in  circulation,  or  $30,000 
of  the  bills  last  mentioned,  or  a  proportion  of  each,  on  the  application 
of  M.  de  Corney,  commissary  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  and  advance  the  same  to  him,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor,  to  replace  the  same  in  specie  in  the  treasury  of  these  United 
States  when  required  by  Congress;  said  receipts  to  be  tnnismitted  to 
the  treasury  board  as  soon  as  may  be. 


*  MSS.  Dop.  of  state;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Coir.,  GDi. 
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Neiifvllle  &  Soil  to  Jar.' 


AufjTKBDAH,  June  8, 1780. 
Miiy  it  plciist^  .your  cxi'.dllfiiuy  that,  in  conformity  with  wliat  wo  liave 
iiiri>rmi-<l  \oii,  ivH  li;i<l  <-rii;:i-;i.>il  fur  tlio  accopt'Uiitio  of  some  of  tlio  bills 
ilriiwn  <i[i  II  CM  IT  I>iiiin-iis,  CDiiuutssioiicrror  tlio  Uiiilud  StAtos  of  Nortb 
Anicric:!  it'si<liii<;  in  Aiiistcrflaiii,  fliiicfl  iiotliiiig  beiii;;  hoiird  ngitiu  [sic] 
w<^  )i<'i'<'|)ii'il  iliDsciiii  till-  lirnt  iiialAiit  by  abacncc,  and  wo  bojie  your 
c;\crl[cti(:.v,  iiH  well  iih  Dr.  I''i'aiikliii,  may  approve  of  our  |irocec<1iiig, 
iiTid  or  tlio  inriliixl  wo  liiivu  proiwsecl  for  our  reimbursement  in  caae 
Ml.  Luiirciis  limy  nut  :i|i|m:ir,  or  tliat  Uicy  should  uot  1>0  i>rovidcd  for 
in  liiiii-.  ('crliiiii  it  is  that  those  bills  should  be  bonoreil  for  the  credit 
ol  Anicririt.  At  lliii  k;iiiio  tiino  it  is  itot  in  the  power  of  a  mercantile 
liiHisi^  l<>  stand  for  tlut  wlidlc;  and  the  meaaiiro  propotted  may  make  it 
(•uw.y,  si\\n:(:  liic,  fiiuiis  will  not  bo  so  largo  but  that  they  inny  bo  easily 
provided  for  in  Spuiii  uiid  Franco  by  the  plenipotentiary  ininisterfl. 
And  for  ourselves  \\i\  only  want  to  bo  proitoriy  empowered  to  draw 
iitliiiii  lor  any  sums  \\■<^  iiiiiy  iicv^pt.  As  there  was  no  tiino  to  got  the 
maltcr  piovionsly  adjiisti-d,  we  will  go  on  and  see  bow  onr  plan  may  be 


We  jia 


n.d  <i|.pi- 
It  ilie  lioiiur  1 


(^d  •> 


l>e  always,  with  the  iiioRt  devoted  reganl,  etc., 
John  i>k  Nkuvvillk  &  Son. 
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navigation  to  be  respected,  and  will  not  appear  as  mediators  but  when 
tbey  shall  see  that  the  fate  of  arms  shall  make  the  balance  incline  too 
mach  to  one  side  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  other.  It  will  be  then 
that  they  will  intervene  for  a  re-establishment  of  the  equilibrium  by 
moderating  the  too  excessive  pretensions  of  some,  and  by  repairing  the 
losses  which  the  misfortune,  the  negligence,  or  the  unskillfulness  of 
others  shall  have  occasioned  them.  One  does  not  know  which  we  ought 
to  admire  most,  the  immutability  of  the  English  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
movements  which  they  excite,  or  the  movements  themselves,  which 
they  are  no  doubt  themselves  tistouished  to  have  excited.  This  recalls 
the  saying  of  an  Englishman,  who,  seeing  a  magnificent  chapel  built 
for  the  accomplishment  of  a  vow  made  in  the  midst  of  a  battle,  cried, 
"When  the  emperor  made  this  great  vow  he  had  great  fear."  Is  it  not 
astonishing  that  the  most  formidable  maritime  powers  of  Europe  should 
have  beli'»ved  their  rights  so  much  in  danger  as  to  make  it  their  duty 
to  confederate  against  the  arbitrary  pretensions  of  l^ngland  !  It  would 
be  much  more  astonishing  if  she  should  be  able  to  realize  them  ;  but 
this  is  not  to  be  presumed. 

Under  the  head  of  Italy,  Genoa,  the  10th  of  May,  we  read : 

They  write  from  Trieste  that  they  are  actively  oniployod  there  in  nrminji;  a  coiiipany 
of  commerce  for  the  Ktist  Indiest  The  grant  (charter,  i>iitciit,  octroi)  Ih  very  soon  to 
appear  in  print,  that  every  one  may  have  shares  in  it  and  liave  a  part  in  tlic  advan- 
tages that  shall  resnlt  from  it.  As  it  is  of  importance  to  onr  conrt  that  the  prodnc- 
tions  of  the  conntry  shonld  ho  transported  to  foreigners,  this  company  will  obtain 
aU  the  privileges  necessary  to  pnt  it  upon  a  nourishing  footing.  They  are  taking  all 
possible  measures  that  the  funds  advanced  should  produce  to  the  proprietors  a  con- 
siderable interest.  Austria  proposes  to  observe  the  most  exact  neutrality  with  all  the 
maritime  powers  and  to  form  alliances  with  the  states  of  Barhary.  In  the  moan 
time,  that  we  may  have  nothing  to  fear  from  these  ]a.st,  our  vessels  will  ho  partly 
armed  for  war  and  partly  loaded  with  merchandises. 

A  sensible  letter  from  London  (real  or  fictitious,  1  know  not)  says: 

The  armed  neutrality  engages  still  the  attention  of  our  court.  We  do  not  cease 
to  dread  here  that  it  will  have  melancholy  consequences.  If  some  persons  flatter 
themselves  that  it  may  lead  to  peace,  others  think  that  we  can  not  make  an  advan- 
tageous one.  France  and  Spain  appear  determined  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until 
they  shall  have  taken  away  from  us  the  empire  of  the  K(;.'1.s  and  rendered  connncrco 
and  navigation  free.  We  are  not  ignorant  that  the  wish  of  Kuropo  is  in  their  favor, 
and  the  armed  neutrality  has  sulliciently  demonstrated  it.  Our  miniHtry,  well  con- 
Yinced  that  it  is  upon  a  superiority  at  sea  that  depends  the  safety  of  our  poscssions 
in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  will  neglect  nothing  to  jiroHerve  it.  lUit  it  is  at 
least  necessary  that,  by  a  prudent  conduct  toward  the  neutral  powers,  we  should 
engage  them  to  permit  us  to  enjoy  it.  The  part  which  we  act  can  not  but  alienate 
them.     Far  from  retracting,  we  go  directly  on. 

According  to  the  account  of  the  officers  arrived  in  the  cartel  ship  the 
Sartine^  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Hughes,  in  its  passage  from  Europe 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  sulTered  considerable  losses,  which  have 
very  nnich  diminished  it.  They  are  persuaded  that  it  has  not  sufl'ered 
less  in  its  route  to  the  Indies,  during  which  it  has  had  constantly  con- 
trary winds,  and  that  it  has  been  scarcely  able  to  land  in  Asia  a  number 


(Ii  IHE'LOMATIC    COHREBPONDENCE. 

trii'i|is  Kiifficii'iit  ti>  |iiit  llio  Ijiigliali  forcoa  tliere in tlie condition tbey 
■ic  ill  lii'lVjiti  tin*  war.  Admirnl  Huglics  Lad  eaid  to  the  governor  of 
t'.  cape  tliat  Ills  oiilcrrt  wcri.)  tu  go  niid  iittnuk  Manilla.  But  itis  most 
olialilo  l!iat,  at  his  iiirival  at  Mndnu,  he  fuuiiil  liiinsoif  iit  an  im[>08- 
ijltly  iiT  iiii<1<-rtaki[i(;  an.^lhing  tliis  j-car.  IIo  liofl  not  a  snfllclent 
itrul  fiirfroiti  being  able  to  take  any  ill  India, 


itii  tliu  cliiefs  of  the 
Nndgiskan,  general  of 


dsi',  jilri':i(ly  tlii'in   ;mr  8iil1i«ioutly  occiipii'd 

iiintrv,  mill  liaM-  occasion  lor  nt- en  force  men  (a. 

i<>  l':iit]><-ioi-of  hIo;:iil,  tlii<Mt<.>ii«  them  in  Bengiit.    The  Marottnadia- 

irli  llifiii  ;it  nuinliav  ;  and  Ilyder  Aly  Klinn  upon  the  coast  of  Coro- 

aiiili'1.    Tlio   I'ai^lisli,  ti<iiibl<>d  in  tlicir  own  jiusscsaioiia,  hare  more 

itiso  lo  lliiiik  ol'  [)i'CK<'rviii(r  them  than  of  attem[>ting  olaowhcre  oz|ie- 

iliiins  llial.  would  wciiki'ii  Iheii). 

The  Uist  li-tlcrn  I'rorii  tliu  gold  coast  of  Africa  contain  tUo  following 


.■llhyirlr.' 
.r<.ni  from  ■ 


trriiiilfo,  liitK  Ui'nn  ntUcked  snino  time  ahico  Ity  a 
II  ciiHt  anchor  In  tlio  l>n)-  witlilu  cannuii  abut  of  tbo 
lufiMidoil  soluly   liy  soiiio  pioont  uf  nrtillory    Kln)0«( 

iu  wbicli  wan  a  gniriiwii  uf  Tonr  man,  to  wit,  tlie 
wa  noliliitrs,  wbich  Ju  mich  a  condition  could  uot 
Il'h^,  baforctboy  auirendcrccl  tboy  killodalxPranch- 
Hcrgcunt  of  tLo  fiirt  vaa  killed;  aad  tbe  Gominaud- 
1'[-cUh)  tbnlr  landing  wltli  tno  hiiudml  inon.saTOd 
t'cniinlry.  The  I'runch  havedotivod  neitlier  hunor 
i'y  liavo  funiid  uotbing  bnt  tbe  eDucts  of  tbe  oom- 
iij{,  ivliicb  tbuy  duRlroyed.  The  fort  coutainod 
I,  vrbich  they  fnitnd  iijion  cftiriagofi,  and 
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mast  put  a  bridle  upon  tho  violent  aud  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the 
English. 

On  tho  18th  and  19th  of  May  there  were  warm  debates  in  the  House 
of  Oommons  of  Ireland,  where  the  patriotic  party  carried  a  duty  of  12 
shillings  i>er  quintal  on  sugars  imported  from  Enghuid.  On  the  22d  it 
was  resolved  by  an  hundred  and  forty  voices  against  cigliteen  that  a 
bill  should  be  brought  in  for  the  punishment  of  mutiny  aud  desertion 
and  to  establish  better  regulations  for  the  land  forces.  This  is  a  decisive 
measure,  and  if  it  is  admitted,  it  concedes  the  [irinciple  that  the  British 
Parliament  has  no  authority  over  IreLand. 

Hague.  June  4. — M.  do  Nowlcoff,  secretary  of  tbe  Prince  do  GalliUin,  ouvoy  extraor- 
dinary of  tbe  Emprew  of  RusHia,  being  returned  bero  tbe  Ist  of  this  niontb  at  ni|;bt 
ft'om  Petersburgb,  wbere  he  bas  beeu  as  express  some  weeks  ago,  the  Prince  de  Gal- 
litzin  bad  tbe  next  day  a  couforenco  with  some  members  of  government.  A  second 
expresSy  sent  to  Petersbnrgb  by  tbe  same  minister  about  tlie  middle  of  April,  returned 
last  nigbt.  Wo  flatter  ourselves  tbat  tbe  despatcbes  wbicb  tbey  bring  will  contribute 
to  accelerate  tbe  execution  of  tbe  project  of  an  armcil  neutrality,  fur  wbicb  bor 
Imperial  majesty  continues  to  testify  tbe  most  favorable  dispositions,  provided  tbat 
the  other  neutral  powers  act  readily  in  concert  with  her. 

Tbe  merchants  of  Dort  and  Rotterdam  have  followed  tbe  example  of  those  of  Am- 
sterdam, by  presenting  on  tho  2d  a  petition  to  tbe  States-General  to  tbe  end  to  suppli- 
cate them  to  hasten  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  wbicb  it  bas  beeu  resolved  to  arm, 
and  to  give  to  commerce  tbe  elfcctual  enjoyment  of  tbe  protection  of  the  state.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ordinance  projected  to  accelerate  this  equipment,  "  no  niercbant  vessel  be- 
longing to  the  subjects  of  tbe  republic  can  put  to  sea  without  voluntarily  dolivoring 
to  the  college  of  the  admiralty  at  least  tbe  third  man  of  her  crew,  under  penalty  of  GOO 
florins  per  head  upon  tho  captains  aud  froigbtersof  the  vessel,  wbicb  shall  attempt  to 
go  out  without  having  made  the  said  delivery."  It  will  not,  however,  takojilaco  but 
twice  a  year,  viz,  tho  two  flrst  voyages  which  a  vessel  shall  make;  aud  from  tins  will 
be  excepted  those  upon  which  there  shall  be  but  twomcu  besides  tbe  master,  tbe  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  diflfereut  fisheries,  tbe  ships  of  tbe  East  India  Company,  and 
those  of  the  West  Indies;  in  flue,  tbe  foreign  vessels  manned  with  crews  of  tboir  own 
nation,  etc. 

April  21,  1780. — It  happened  tbat  the  French  privateer  tbe  Spring,  connnandod  by 
Capt.  John  Hue,  and  mounted  with  four  guns,  wbicb  had  ancborod  in  tbe  road  of 
Ilelvoetsluys,  put  to  sea  in  company  with  some  Dutch  vessels  bound  to  tbe  Green- 
land  flshery.  Three  Scotch  coal  vessels  put  to  sea  at  tbe  same  time,  and  soon  after 
two  others,  somewhat  larger.  Tho  three  largest  having  come  just  opposite  tbe  point 
of  Westland,  the  French  privateer,  which  was  not  at  a  distance  of  more  than  four  yards 
from  tbe  shore,  opposite  the  Cape  of  the  Isle  of  Goree,  wore  round  to  return  into 
port;  tbe  three  coal  vessels,  perceiving  it,  made  the  same  maneuver,  and  bore  down 
upon  the  French  privatocr,  upon  which  the  latter,  approaching  nearer  and  nearer 
the  coast,  and  piuising  along  very  near  it  under  the  city  of  Goree,  to  enter  into  tbe 
port,  they  began  to  fire  upon  him  with  ball,  and  tbey  continued  to  cannonade  him 
incessantly,  although  this  little  vessel,  which  in  truth  carried  French  colors,  did  not 
answer  them  with  more  than  one  gun.  They  pursued  him  quite  up  to  tho  light- 
house of  Goree  only  at  the  distance  of  about  six  yards  (1  suppose  ship's  yards)  west  of 
the  place,  where  they  forced  her  to  run  ashore.  Tbe  vessel  was  there  stopped  upon 
the  sand,  aud  tbe  crew,  crawling  along  upon  the  bowsprit  in  tbe  sea,  saved  them- 
selves at  land.  Meantime  tho  three  coalmon  did  not  cease  to  fire  upon  tbe  little 
privateer,  without  regarding  even  a  large  number  ot  workmen  who  were  about  their 
business  on  shore;  so  that  the  bullets  passed  through  the  midst  of  those  people  and 
just  over  their  heads,  and  they  were  very  happy  to  run  off  aud  save  themselves  in 
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It'll,  tint  coiileut  to  linvo  )>iis1i<mI  tliiig  fivr  tbeirentorpriae, 

llii'  iirivikloor  Bto|)|>o<l  in  llio  sdikI  wJtboiit  any  crow, 

liiir  :it.  tlis  distance  ofalionl  forty  jtinla  from  tLJB  vewicl, 
•'II  ivi'm  coiiio  oi)t  of  t1io  Hay  of  Italvootaliijs,  and  were 
(,  fiiiii;,'  ii|)on  it  nntii  noon,  wlioa  tlie  tide  bogaa  to  sot 
i!  Iii'i'ii  Htn|i|iO(l  for  two  lioiira.  Tiion  tlio  Eneliili  vrent  on 
iliiu  II  llin  Firnoli  Hag,  look  thn  vesaol  olT  tlie  sboro,  ami 
I  1>r<>:iilsiilp,  t»  tlio  lai'gosl  of  tlio  coalmon.  Tlioy  took 
iiiiik't  tlio  oyee  of  Ibo  Dntcli  cnruiting  pilots,  n-lio,  having 
iliiii-  ilrsiKii  in  regnnl  to  tlie  priyateor,  and  having 
u'li;it  limy  dill,  tlio  capl-iiiii  of  the  largest  of  the  coalinnii 

laiiii-.Hii^Hlhii  States  of  Holland  and  WeaC  I-'riosland,  after 
hiiii-i'H  lu  the  StatiiH-G  oil  oral,  liavo  ailoplod  in  their  re- 
I  Ihi-niKciwiivu  niiihicity  of  the  Knglioh  or  Scotch  coal- 
iiliiry  viiihitiiiii  of  the  torrilory  of  the  ropnhlic,  nccoin' 
ho  iiiriHt  ng;rravnt«il,  na  having  hoon  ooinniitlod  in  going 
Ir.v,  aii't  in  nplauu  whiiro  itconUl  not  be  dciuhtrni  that 
ii>  1:111111111  of  tho  shiirc,  aincu  their  own  balU  roacbeil  the 
iir:i1iiin  from  tho  French  privatoor,  which  Old  not  fire  ■ 

I  iini  of  tlio  coHlnion  haa  hail  no  othor  ca'iRo  than  a  jire- 
Ihi'ii'  vviiB  not  the  loiuit  ronaon  to  foar  thai  tho  privateer, 
Irt  iiifi'iTiipt  niio  of  thi'ni,  conaiilcrlng  that  tho  attack  was 

vi'iy  iiiiiinnnt  whi^ii  tho  privateer  lind  tockoil  abonl  to 

II  iiilii  port,  hcfliili'S  thnt  ho  was  inirauod  for  tn-o  hours 
ly  a;-ii>iind  njinn  thn  alinre,  iind  that  the  enterprise  was 

]'ii'iii:li  i>rivateer  from  the  Dutch  nhore,  contrary  to  tho 
Ihi't'iMiltngpiloU.  That  in  tho  Jiiilginent  nf  their  r.obin 
^  Shili'i-rivni-ral  hnd  not  only  a  right  to  cciniplnin  of  the 
>f  (ho  Knglikh  or  Scotch  inaxtDrs,  wliich  their  bi'ch 
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least  tbat  she  should  bo  restored  to  their  high  mightinesses,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
dispose  of  her  in  the  manner  they  shall  Judge  proper;  and  thnt  the  damages  caused 
to  this  vessel  directly  upon  the  territory  of  their  high  mightiiieitscs,  whore  she  ought 
to  have  enjoyed  the  same  safety  as  the  coal  vessels  in  the  road  of  Ilolvootsluys  aud 
through  all  the  extent  of  the  territory  of  their  high  mightinesses,  fthould  he  made 
good," 

Tho  English  frigate  the  Ambuscade,  Captain  Pliipps,  lins  taken,  on 
the24tU  of- April  last,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  four  Dutoh  ships,  which 
have  made  some  resistance,  so  that  tliere  were  some  men  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides.  One  of  the  Dutch  captains  wns  killed.  They 
were  bound,  it  is  said,  from  IJelvoetJsluys  to  Spjiin.  They  have  been 
carried  into  Plymouth,  where  arrived  at  the  same  time  a  Spanish 
frigate  of  thirty  guns,  taken,  they  say,  by  the  English  frigate  the 
Mcdea^  off  the  port  of  Brest,  where  she  was  going  with  despatches  from 
the  court  of  Madrid  rehative  to  the  junction  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
fleets.  This  is  not  likely,  since  the  despatches  go  by  land  from  court  to 
court. 

I  shall  finish  this  tedious  letter  b}'  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Count 
d'Urre  Molans,  proposing  to  raise  some  horse  c^t  the  expense  of  himself 
and  his  officers.  I  promised  to  enclose  it  to  Congress,  which  was  all  I 
could  do.  But  I  hope,  before  au  answer  can  come  tho  American  States 
will  have  no  more  occasion  for  cavalry. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

VAiuSjJvne  12, 1780. 
Sir:  The  following  is  given  in  the  public  ])npers  «s  acopy  of  the  bill 
proposed  by  Governor  Pownal,  on  tiie  2-^1111  of  May,  for  putting  Great 
Britain  in  a  situation  for  making  peace  with  America: 

In  ordor  to  rcniovo  nil  douhto  or  disahilities  which  may  pruvoiit,  ohstructy  or  delay 
tho  happy  work  of  ])6aco,  may  if.  plcaso  your  majesty  that  it  may  ho  declared  aud 
onactod,  and  it  ishorohy  dechircd  and  enacted,  etc., 

That  his  mfOJcsty  is  empowered  t-o  make  a  convention  or  truce,  or  to  conclude  a 
poaco,  with  the  inhabitants  of  Now  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the 
three  Delaware  Counties,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina, 
in  NorMi  America,  convened  in  Congress,  or  in  any  other  assembly  or  asKcmblies,  or 
with  any  person  or  persons  authorized  to  act  for  anil  in  behalf  of  the  same,  in  such 
form  an<l  maunor  as  ho,  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  of  his  crown,  bath  power  to  do 
in  all  otber  cases,  aud  on  such  terms  nnd  conditions  as  in  the  course  of  events  sbaU 
become  convenient  ;in<l  necessar}'  for  ibo  honor  and  welfare  of  bis  majesty  and  his 
])eoplo.  And  in  order  thereto,  be  it  enacted  by  tbe  authority  aforesaid,  that  from 
and  after  tbo  passiu;;  of  this  act  it  shall  aud  may  bo  lawful  for  his  majcvsty  to  ap- 
point sucdi  jjerson  or  jiersons  (subjects  of  Great  Britain)  as  his  majesty  in  bis  wisdom 
shall  think  fit,  and  fully  to  authorize  aud  empower  the  same  to  treat,  consult,  and 
agree  with  tbo  said  Americans,  or  with  auy  part  of  them,  or  witli  any  jierson  or  per- 
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HniiH  iii'liii;;  r<ir  uii.l  In  llir'ir  bi'luilT  tn  tliu  Bniil  purpuss  of  oonrention,  tmCB,  Or  pOMM, 
Anil  l>i<  it  riitlliiT  piiui'l'il,  lliiit  rrr<]ii  ami  after  ttie  pimlnjc  of  thin  act  it  iih*I1  and 
itiuy  III'  hiivfiil  li>rIiiH  iii.>j"'<l.v  til  i.'r:iiit  »:iro  Cdiiiluct  to  any  •uoll  p«rsoD  or  penODa 
irliiilsnrvr't  iiH  tiis  iiLiji'^tv  nlinll  hi'ii  cause  aiicljiiiljrn  proper  to  r»celv«  ou  the  grotiad 
iif  (rouly  roi'.iiuili  r'oiivi'iilUin,  tiiiir,  or  puco  in  iiku  iiinnnor  M  be  Is  b]-  direra  au- 
ciriil  NliiliilrH  ('iii|iiin'<'ri'<l  tn  iln  in  tlio  oaaaR  theroiii  Hpeciflcil. 

On  tli»  l!)lli  or  Mit.v,:it  ii  iiii^utiiigof  tUo  wholesale  III eroli ants  of  Dub- 
lin anil  Kcvrral  iiiitiImiiIs  of  tliu  oiitports,  convened  by  tlie  conimittoe 
of  iiicrirlniiits,  \\n:  f'lillowiiifr  ri^solutioiis  were  uiimiiiiioasly  agreed  to: 

l!is.,lial,  Tliat  tliW  ldii<;ili>iii  i';iii  tint  posalbl;  dorivo  any  iunt«rinl  adTantA)!OS  froni 
a  fn-r  liailii  »itli  tliv  ItiitiKli  i«lii>i.lH in  tlio  W«it  IniliM  witlioiit  Booiirinff  a  ■Market 
liiTi' r<ir  raw  Hiii-jir;  thai  lii'iiii;  lliii  ra|iila1»rticlo  lioreof  tlio  ptodiioeof  those  islanda 
iiikI  till'  |iih]i'i|>:il  ri'i.iiin  In  I Iiiaiiioil  fur  ftuy  iiiiiuiifavturug   of  Ireland  wbiah  iiiaji 


I'i'i'  Tnr  our  rittr  ancur  cnii  only  be  secured  in  a  t.olerKbIa 
i:il  ilnly  on  rellncil  HiiR»r  uF  IG  ahlltliijta  ami?  [leuce half- 
lii'liit;  tlitiio  time*  tliu  oilditionnl  duty  to  which  tbe  raw 

lIli.Tlnl. 

I  li  tJKi  iitin>»pt  coiicorii  uml  oatoiiinlimeut  a  uieoaiiro  likely 
-ii<:livo  of  llio  niiCAT  nifliiory  of  thia  kioRilom,  bnt,  con- 
KiriuiHvdboiiollliiheld  out  to  Ireland  on  laying  oi>eu  to  lier 

I'll'ivn  thia  to  lie  the  inaidions  intention  of  tUoae  iu  Great 

lint  hold  iti  the  utmost  cuiil«m|>t  aud  dotuatation  erery 
or  Hl;ition,  who,  fruni  private  and  aoIHah  ooDsiilerationa, 
tin  xiibservient  to  tbu  insiilions  iiiit|>oso  of  tbnse  who 
inniorcial  intoreats  uf  tliis  too- long  ojipresaeil  nnd 
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The  17th  the  House,  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  resolved 
npou  a  duty  of  5«.  lOd.  per  hundred- weight  to  be  laid  on  refined  sugar 
imported  from  England. 

The  18th  they  were  about  to  confirm  the  resolution,  when  an  opposi- 
tion arose,  and  Mr.  Yelverton  spoke  with  so  much  energy  that  the  next 
day,  the  19th,  the  House  resolved  upon  a  duty  of  12ff.,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  refiners  of  sugar  at  London.  Mr.  Yelverton's  oratory 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  he  would  head  the  people,  the  only 
argument  which  carries  any  decisive  weight  in  tliat  House,  and  this 
very  seldom  fails. 

Nothing  which  is  now  or  will  soon  be  interesting  to  the  conunerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  Stsitcs  is  improper  for  mo  to  send  to 
Congress. 

The  port  Vendres,  situated  in  Boussillon,  twenty  leagues  from  Barce- 
lona and  four  from  Hoses,  upon  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean,  having 
been  a  long  time  filled  up  and  ab<andoned,  the  king  has  ordered  the  repa- 
ration of  it,  and  it  is  now  in  a  condition  to  receive  not  only  merchant 
vessels  of  any  size  but  frigates,  and  will  very  soon  be  fit  for  ships  of 
the  line.  This  port,  the  position  of  which  forms  the  centre  of  the  coast 
of  the  Mediterranean,  receives  by  its  right  M  that  comes  out  of  the 
Straits  and  by  its  left  what  comes  from  the  levant  and  the  coast  of 
Italy  jvt  the  passage  of  the  Gulf  of  Lyon  ;  and  it  presents  to  all  the 
commercial  nations  not  only  a  center  of  union  the  most  advantageous 
for  reciprocal  commerce,  but  at  the  same  time  a  mart  and  an  asylum 
so  much  the  more  safe,  as  this  port  is  sheltered  from  all  the  winds  by 
the  mountains  which  surround  it,  and  as  vessels  are  there  as  quiet  ns 
in  a  canal;  Jind  as  it  is  not  yet  known  but  to  those  who  within  a  year 
past  have  taken  refuge  in  bad  weather  and  have  owed  their  safety  to 
it — several  having  perished  for  want  of  knowing  it — they  have  given 
two  points  by  which  to  know  it,  by  painting  white  the  fort  St.  Elme 
and  the  tower  of  Mnssane,  placed  upon  the  highest  mountain  of  the  Pyr- 
enees, which  are  seen  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  leajjues  at  sea, 
and  they  have  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  port  a  light-house,  which 
throws  its  light  more  than  five  leagues  in  the  night.  Koussillon,  more- 
over, can  furnish  by  itself  wines  of  the  first  quality,  oils,  iron,  silks, 
and  wools  almost  as  beautiful  as  those  of  Spain,  and  many  other  pro- 
ductions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Parts,  Jime  12,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  can  not  omit  to  request  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  debate 
in  the  House  of  Peers  on  the  1st  of  June  upon  Lord  Shelburne'sniotion 
for  a  variety  of  state  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  House.     1  have  had 
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DuMiiiiiiir  (i)  IniriKiiiit:  llii<si>  papBrH  to  OoiifrroHa  Itoforu.  His  lonlatiip 
ill  ills  s[H'{'rli  ii|)iiii  lliiH  iHTi'iiHimi  lins  <li8|>laye<l  moro  kuuffluil);»  of  tlie 
;ilVaiisi>r  IOiiro|i<<  liiiiii  ;ill  llio  ilitbiitCR  ill  tlio  tn'o  Ilousea  niul  all  tbo 
iii'ws|);i|>rt'K  iiiKl  ]i:iiii|)lili'l.s  ]i:ivo  coiitiiiiivd  for  a  Iniig  tiino.  I  will 
IraiisluUi  iruiii  a  Kri^rirh  iruiisl:vtloii,  iiol  liariitg  tlio  ori(;iiinl  UuTora  me, 
wliiit  Ik*  sajHol'  i;iis.si;i: 


Willi 


■I1.IHI  Imvii 
llioluil.  nf 

llnltic  S<-it 
ni»  un?>l<>ii 
ViifonniiliT 


ir.l|. 


■  irl"    liy 


iTliirli  cnnnorn  Riiwiin,  I  nee  in  tliu  flrnl  [ilno«,  in  the 
rt  Til  iTTil,  tliiit  itiidiT  iimtvnnn  of  wimn  iliiii>nli>rH  cniii- 

I  .Viii[>rir»ii  privntonr  ((7.i|itiiiii  McNeal,  I  mijiiiMto),  llie 
Mill II  Mint  niiii  in  ttlmiit  tttform  n  InaiciiB  irilU  the  kiiign 
\m  iiri>Li>RM(iii  »r  iKHiiiiiiTuo  it)  lliiit  Buit.  TliJa  prliicou 
<'i-i  [MTfcotly  Troll  l<i  liiipu  that  they  woulil  fall  hitii 

ilioy  ivoiilil  biln  nt  lliii  liiiok  wlitMi  it  wu  cotudhI  iritli 
il'  liiiHl.ilily  ii)r:iiiiHt  tliu  AiiinricnitH.     Wliilii  tlicj  irrrs 

II  ;ill  Kiin>|io  Biinr  oU-nrl;  tlint  tliiH  Gxcltininti  frnm  tlio 
ii'iiii'il  vi>mnlN,  iviiatlior  A.iiierlcnn  or  Kii^liBli;  but  Kun- 
iiiaklntrof  KiiKliali  vcmaln.     It  il,  novertliolosB,  ciirioiut 

III  :ill<'f,'<!il  liy  tliu uuiirtnur rvtcrsliii tell, Slookliolm, anil 
ii'iii-K'lvcN  tlio  (Iniiiiitioii  uf  tlie  Ilaltio;  ftdouiiniun  uo 
ly  li«iit,v  iixiHtiii);,  niiil  (if  wliiclinonnoevor  liaanlan; 
Ml  MmiI  (lixl  AlintKlity  ititomlmt  tlmt  tlicno  tliroe  [lovrrni 
r  tlilH  vnit  Min.  Tin-  tiiriiin  of  the  <leclatnti(in  wty  ex- 
Ihi'iii  thin  Tight;  if  tlii»  ducluratiun  ia  QitraordJnarj 

ili'rl.tntl.ini)  nf  tbi>  KiiiprooH  of  Itiiwia  is  niudi  mora 
Ills  til  nnniiiiiK'K  »  maiitinin  coilu  which  nlll  wirvo an  m 
Itnnwlmlpi  Ihiit  ivhi'ii  thiH  iinpuriiil  dccroo  for  the  llrat 
•  oiiliKinikil;  I  foil  in  a,  momoiit  tlinl  Kiinsin— this  <>m- 
,  Nriii'i'dly  n-ckoui'tl  u,  : 
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Af^rreeable  to  more  ihMi  one  |>ower  of  Europe.  If  we  had  preferred  the  Alliance  of  the 
King  of  Prussia  an  opportunity  has  presentod  moro  recently  of  procuring  it — that  of 
the  death  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  Some  time  heforo  this  event  Franco  foresaw  it 
with  terror.  She  perceived  how  much  it  might  turn  to  tho  advantage  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  how  much  tho  war  that  it  would  infallihly  occaMiun  between  tho  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin  would  be  contrary  to  her  interests.  What  parts  have  our  minis- 
ters acted  in  this  circumstance  T  Thoy  let  it  escape  liko  tho  first.  Instead  of  concil- 
iating tlie  friendship  of  Austria,  or  renewing  that  of  rru8sin,they  have  discovered 
the  secret  of  disgusting  these  two  powers,  as  well  as  nearly  all  those  of  Europe  ;  they 
have  suffered  that  France  should  be  the  mediator  between  them  and  make  their 
peace. 

Their  conduct  in  rogard  to  tho  court  of  Petei'<«burgli  has  been  equally  churgeablo 
with  negligence;  they  have  let  slip  one  or  two  occa^ioiiN  of  conciliating  the  friend- 
ship of  that  court.  At  the  time  of  her  rupturo  with  tho  Torte  what  part  have  they 
acted  I  They  did  not  entor  into  tho  negotiation  ;  but,  which  they  will  perhaps  have 
cause  to  ropenty  they  sent  vessels  to  the  Russians  to  teach  Miem  how  tliey  might  ob- 
tain and  preserve  that  domination  of  thoseas  to  which  they  ])retend  at  MiIh  day.  Such 
are  the  fruits  of  the  prudence  of  our  ministers.  They  have  lost  America,  the  most 
beantiful  half  of  the  empire,  and  against  the  half  that  remains  to  us  tliey  have  ox- 
cited  all  the  powers  of  Europe.  I  say  decidedly  that  they  have  lost  America,  bccauso 
after  what  has  passed  in  Holland  and  in  Russia  one  must  be  very  shortsighted  not 
to  see  that  in  fino,  and  at  present,  tho  independence  of  America  is  consummated. 
The  maritime  codo  confirms  tho  rest.  France  and  tho  other  maritime  powers,  whoso 
interost  it  is  that  America  should  novor  return  to  tho  domination  of  England,  will 
take  care  to  comprehend  her  in  tho  codo ;  but  I  forewarn  the  administration  that  this 
code  will  soon  bo  in  force;  that  if  they  do  not  speedily  make  arrangements  with 
Holland  there  will  he  soon  held  at  The  Hague  a  congress  to  tho  effect  to  give  the 
sanction  of  maritime  Europe  to  the  law  which  establishes  that  free  ships  shall  make 
free  goods. 

I  can  uot  say  that  bis  lordship  is  perfectly  fair  in  this  speech,  nor 
that  ho  has  been  much  wiser  than  the  minister.  The  true  cause  why 
tho  minister  suffered  France  to  make  the  peace  between  l^issiaaiid  the 
Turk  aud  between  Austria  and  Prussia  was  tiie  American  war.  While 
they  pursued  that  phantom,  all  their  men,  all  their  ships,  and  all  their 
money  were  necessary,  and  the  whole  not  enough ;  so  that  they  had  not 
tho  power  to  lend  troops,  ships,  or  guineas  to  the  emperor,  the  King  of 
Prussia,  the  grand  seignior,  nor  the  Empress  of  Russia.  If  they  had 
been  wise,  made  peace  with  Ameiica,  acknowledged  her  equal  stiition 
with  tho  powers  of  the  earth,  aud  conciliated  as  much  as  they  then 
might  have  done  her  aQ'ection  and  her  commerce,  they  might  have  pre- 
served their  importance  in  Europe  at  the  peace  of  Teschen  and  the 
other  peace.  But  my  Lord  Shelburue  should  have  remembered  that 
ho  was  at  that  time  as  much  against  acknowledging  American  inde- 
pendence and  as  much  for  prosecuting  the  war  against  America  as  the 
ministers;  so  that  it  does  uot  appear  that  his  wisdom  was  so  much 
greater  than  theirs.  1  am  glad,  however,  that  his  lordship  is  convinced, 
aud  I  hope  some  time  or  other  the  minister  will  be;  but  they  have  all 
called  us  rebels  till  they  have  turned  their  own  heads.  This  word  re- 
bellion makes  Englishmen  mad;  they  still  continue  to  use  it,  and  by 
tUis  nieans  as  well  as  many  others  to  nourish  and  cherish  the  most 


DPI'l.OMATIC   C0BBE8P0MDENCE. 

Dioii-s  mill  iiiiiliKiiaiit  piissioiis  io  tlieir  ovu  bosoms  agoiust  us,  and 
will  <;oiitiiiiin  Io  iln  Ro  a  long  time  to  come. 
I  li<iv«  tliD  liuiiur  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adajis. 


Ftaiiklln  to  J«y.* 

PabsT,  June  13, 1780. 

Di'iA.K  StR:  Y(it«ti>r(l;vy,  ami  not  before,  is  cojno  to  liniid  jour  favor 
if  April  14,  will)  tint  packets  mul  despatvlios  fi'otn  Cougress,  etu.,  whioti 
oil  Kuiit  iiiu  by  n  Fruncli  f;c  title  man  to  Nantes. 

k^cviTiil  ol  tlierii  uppear  to  liave  been  opeued,  tlie  pai>er  around  tlio 
oals  being  Riiiokcil  and  bnnit  as  with  tUu  flame  of  a  caudle  used  to 
often  (lie  wiix,  mid  tlie  impression  dofivced.  Tbe  curiosityof  people 
n  til  is  time  of  wari»  iinboiinded.  Some  of  tbem  only  ffanttoseeuews, 
int  utIierH  want  Io  lind  (tlirougU  iuterested  views)  wbatcUauce  tbereis 
if  a  sp(;eil,v  pearc.  Mr.  Koss  liiis  uudeitakou  to  forward  tlie  letters  to 
iliiglaiid.  I  liave  not  hl-uii  tlieiii ;  but  lie  tells  tue  tbey  bavo  all  been 
ipene<l.  1  am  ftlad,  bofvevcr,  to  receive  tbe  despatches  from  Congress, 
H  tliey  coniiiuinicaU'.  tu  iiiu  Mr.  Adams'  instructions  and  other  partie- 
darH  of  wliicii  1  liavo  lun^'  lieon  ignorant. 

J  am  very  seiinilild  i>r  the  weight  of  your  obsorvatiou,  "  that  a  con- 
la  Ji  tin  toie1iaiip;e  of  in  tollif^ence  and  attentions  between  the  public  serv- 
.iiIh  at  the  ilitl'ereiit  couiIh  is  iiceessary  to  procure  to  their  constituents 
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of  approbation  that  they  are  become  flat  and  insipid,  and  to  use  thiMn 
almost  implies  censure.  Hence  music,  that  formerly  mi^ht  be  t^uHi- 
ciently  praise*!  when  it  vnxs  called  bonne,  to  j^o  a  little  further  tlicy 
c^Wed  it  exccllentey  then  (tnpcrbe^  magnljitjne,  cnjuiscy  crlcstv,  all  which 
being  in  their  turns  worn  out,  there  only  remains  divine;  and  when 
that  is  grown  iirS  insigniUceut  as  its  predecessors  1  think  they  must 
returo  to  common  speech  and  common  sense:  as  from  vyin«>:  with  one 
another  in  line  and  costly  paintings  on  their  con  cites,  since  1  first  knew 
>the  country,  not  being  able  to  go  farther  in  that  way,  they  have  re- 
turned lately  to  plain  carriages,  painted  without  arms  or  iigures,  in  one 
uniform  color. 

The  league  of  neutral  nations  to  protect  their  commerce  is  now  estab- 
lished.    IloUand,  oiTended  by  fresh  insults  from   England,  is  arming 
vigorously.    That  nation  has  madly  brought  itself  into  the  greatest 
distress,  and  has  not  a  friend  in  the  world. 
With  great  esteem,  etc., 

1)KNJA311N   rUANKhlN. 


Fraukliu  to  Vaughan." 

Tassy,  Junc^t^,  1780. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  received  duly  the  Ijirge  parcel  of  letters  and  papers  you 
favored  me  with  by  Mr.  Austin,  to  which  I  shall,  when  I  can  get  a  little 
time,  answer  particularly.  I  received  also  a  box  containing  twelve  ol  the 
4tos  and  four  of  the  8vos  in  boards,  with  the  Spanish  dictionary  and 
grammar,  and  I  think  some  pamphlets.  A  bound  4to  is  also  come  to 
hand,  I  know  not  whether  it  is  from  you  or  some  other  friend,  but  sn^)- 
l)ose  it  is  from  you.  I  have  given  most  of  these  away  to  friends  here 
who  have  presented  me  with  their  works,  and  1  wish  to  have  dozen, 
half  Svos  and  half  4tos,  and  to  know  what  number  was  ])rinted,  and 
whether  they  are  likely  to  sell,  for  I  should  be  sorry  that  Mr.  Johnson 
were  a  loser. 

1  can  now  only  answer  yours  of  the  2d  instant,  relating  to  Lord  Tan- 
perville's  affair,  which  you  represent  as  pressing,  if  his  past  conduct 
has  been  as  you  intimate  it  will  undoubtedly  have  weight  on  occasion. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  existence  of  the  law  you  mention.  The  Congress 
make  no  laws,  and  each  State  governs  its  own  particular  aflairs  by  its 
own  internal  laws,  which  rarely  come  to  my  hands  here.  1  think  an 
attorney  or  attorneys  should  be  ai»pointed  to  solicit,  if  necessary,  and 
transact  the  business.  A  memorial  to  the  Congress  would  l)eimproi)er. 
It  must  be  (if  such  a  thing  is  found  necessary)  to  the  government  of 
Virginia.  1  have  not  time  just  now  to  look  for  tlie  papers  you  formerly 
sent  me  relating  to  this  business,  but  I  will  ])eruse  them,  and  if  then 
auvthing  occurs  to  me  worth  while  i  will  mention  it.  to  you. 


'  M8S.  Dcp.  ul«lalo. 
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lieiiieinbcr  iiiu  afl'ectiuiiiitely  to  your  fatlior  aud  tbo  good  family,  to 
Dr8.  r.  and  P.,  and  pi-esent  my  rc8i)ect«  to  L.  S.,  ilyou  tbiuk  tbey  may  be 
acci>[)table.    1  just  now  lioai*  that  tbe  mob  bavo  burnt  several  bon8C8  of 
tbe  ministers.    11'  tliey  went  no  i'urtber  1  sbould  be  less  couecrnod  at  tboir 
extravagances,  iissueb  a  taste  of  tire  may  make  tbose  gentlemen  sousi- 
ble  of  tlie  wanton  malice  witb  wbicb  tliey  bave  encouraged  tbe  burning 
of  poor  people^s  bouses  in  Americiv.    Mr.  S.  Wiiarton,  lately  bero, 
gave  me  for  you  a  copy  of  one  of  my  letters  to  liim  wbicb  be  says  be 
sbowed  to  some  of  the  ministry  as  soou  as  be  received  it,  but  tbey  were 
iuoapable  of  being  tbe  better  for  any  warning.    I  send  it  you  enclosed, 
Aud  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours,  most  affection ately. 


Fraukliii  to  Laudais.* 

Versailles,  June  10,  1780. 

Sir:  I  am  mucli  surprised  to  learn  that  you  bave,  contrary  to  tbe 
express  orders  contained  in  mine  of  the  7tb  instant,  taken  upon  your- 
self the  command  of  the  frigati'.     I  do  bereby  repeat  tbose  orders,  and 
cbarge  you  to  quit  the  sbip  immediately. 
1  am,  sir,  yours,  etc., 


J.  Adams  to  Vergciiues.t 

Paris,  June  IG,  1780. 

Sir:  I  bave  just  received  a  letter  from  Nantes,  brought  in  a  sbip 
from  New  London.  I  enclose  your  excellency  a  newspaper  enclosed  in 
it  and  an  extract  of  the  letter,  whicli  is  from  a  gentleman  who  is  a 
member  of  tlie  assembly  and  one  of  the  judges  of  Boston.  This  is  all 
tbe  news  1  bave.  I  hoi)e  your  excellency  has  more  by  the  same  vessel. 
1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

r.  S. — I  have  mislaid  the  letter  from  Boston.  The  extract  informed 
that  a  bill  bad  passed  the  two  houses  of  assembly  adopting  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March,  and  establishing  an  annual  tax 
for  seven  years,  for  the  redemption  of  their  part  of  the  bills  payable  in 
silver  and  gold  or  in  produce  at  the  market  price  in  hard  money. 

•MSS.  Dep.  ot  State. 

t  MSS.  Dop.  of  State ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  144;;  7  J.  Adams'  Works.  187. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  Fresideiit  of  Congress.* 

L'Aius,  June  10,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  lately  obtaiued  a  sight  of  a  iiuinbei'  oC  i>ain[>lileU  i)ub- 
linLed  iu  Loiidou,  wbicli  are  given  oiitius  written  by  Mr.  Galloway,!  but 
tberc  are  mauy  circumstauces  in  tbein  which  convince  me  they  are 
written  iu  concert  by  the  refugees.  1  see  many  traces,  which  a]>|K'ar 
unequivocal,  of  the  hand  of  Governor  llutchinson  |  in  some  of  them.     I 

*  MSS.  Dcp.  uf  Stuto;  3  Sparkn'  Dip.  Uov.  Con*.,  l:{7,  with  verbal  changes. 

t  Joseph  Galluway  wns  liuni  in  Marylniul  in  iVM^  but  moved  in  early  life  to  rbila- 
delphia,  wbcro  bo  rencbud  hij^b  oniiuonce  an  a  lawyer.  Ho  wim  iu  biu  early  pro- 
fe«8ional  curoer  in  friendly  relationn  witb  Franklin,  wbieli  wim  illustrated  by  tbo 
fact  that  Franklin  loft  many  valuablo  papers  in  Clallowuy'H  euntody.  Witb  Frank, 
lin,  Galluway  took  stroui;  ground  in  17(>4  in  favor  of  the  establiHliuient  in  renuHyl- 
vania  of  a  royal  as  distinguiKbed  from  a  proi>rietary  governmfut;  and  :i8  a  deb^gato 
to  tbe  first  Congress  of  1774  bo  agrooil  \vitb  tbo  liberal  interests  as  to  tbo  necessity 
of  a  redress  of  grievances.  Tbo  redress  bo  i)roposed  was  tbe  establisbmont  of  a  vice- 
roy over  America,  somctbing  like  tbat  establisiied  in  Ireland,  baving  a  eouneil,  to  bo 
cboseu  by  tbo  colonial  assemblies,  reserving  a  veto  to  tbe  lUitisb  ]*arlianient.  Tiiis 
plan,  bowever,  wjw  not  acceptable  to  tbe  majority,  wbose  tendency  was  towards 
independence,  wbilo  to  Galloway  tbe  idea  of  indo|»endeneo  was  intolerable,  lie  bo- 
came  an  avowed  tory,  and  wsvs  em[doyed  by  Sir  W.  ilowe,  as  we  have  seen,  in 
various  capacities  during  tbo  ihitisb  occupation  of  Pbiladelpbia  in  1777-*78.  Wben 
the  British  army  left  Pbiladelpbia  bo  left  witb  it,  and  shortly  afterwards  wont  with 
bis  daughter  to  England.  Tbe  rennsylvania  assembly  thereupon  eotiriscated  his 
csUite,  amounting,  according  to  his  appraisement,  to  £10,000;  while,  on  the  other 
band,  bo  rcceivetl  hum  Sir  W.  llowo  several  lucrative  olViees  (see  lutroducliou,  ^  :50), 
and  on  bis  settling  in  England  obtained  a  considerable  allowatico  toeompousate  him 
for  bis  losses.  After  bis  deat'h  also,  which  took  place  in  England  in  lbO:{,  his  daugh- 
ter succeeded  in  recovering  a  considerable  portion  of  tbe  I'euusylvania  eouliseatiou. 
Galloway's  position  when  in  England  was  similar  to  that  of  llutehiuMon\s,  alread3' 
discussed  (Introduction,  $28).  As  long  as  conciliation  could  have  restond  bis 
estat'CS  and  have  recovered  for  him  political  inlluenco  he  was  for  conciliation.  When, 
bowever,  conciliation  involved  tbo  autonomy  of  the  (jolonies,  by  which  bis  exile 
would  b.'ive  been  i>orpetuated  and  the  confiscation  of  bis  property  would  have  been 
made  absolute,  then  be  renounced  conciliation  as  shameful  and  odious,  and  called 
for  Bucb  vrarliko  measures  from  Hrifain,  as,  if  they  bad  been  carried  out,  Wiuild  have 
established  iu  America  a  military  dtrspotism.  Ho  turned  with  bitterness  on  gonorals 
who  bad  directed  tbo  British  campaigns  in  America,  charging  them  with  incapacity 
and  with  iudi  Here  nee.  On  Sir  W.  Howe,  in  particular,  his  former  patron,  ho  ]»ourod 
merciless  invectives,  eliciting  a  reply  which  is  elsewhere  partially  given.  (Intro- 
dnction,  ^  !10.) 

Galloway's  literary  ability  placed  him  in  tbo  front  rank  of  the  loyalists  so  far  as 
controversial  power  wsvs  concerned.  His  leading  works  in  this  line  were  his  "Can- 
did Examination  of  tbe  Claims  of  Great  Britain  and  the  ('ohuiies,"  New  York,  1775; 
•'Letters  to  Noblemen,'*  London,  1779;  "Reply  to  Sir  W.  Ilowe,"  London,  1780. 

Tbat  Galloway  and  HutchiuHou  co-operated  iu  preparing  some  of  the  papers 
attacking  the  British  management  of  the  war  wo  may  infer  from  Hulchinson's  own 
notes  ;  thus,  for  instance,  we  tiiid  Galloway  saying  to  Ilutrhin8on  on  Angnst  21),  1781, 
tbat— 

"  Our  generals  have  had  it  repeatedly  pointed  out  to  them,  and  yet  they  go  on  their 
old  wretched  way,  entering  provinces  and  then  doscrting  them,  leaving  the  unhappy 
loyalists  the  sacrifices  to  their  folly. — 2  Ilutchiuaon's  Diary,  371. 

I  As  to  UutcbiuQon,  see  Introduction,  ^  22,23,  and  28. 
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:i\  lliciii  Willi  |ih-iisiiru  »iiil  surpiioo,  bu<stiiit)e  it  hooidb  to  me  that 
ii'iiI'i'ssmI  iiiU-iil  ion  Iiivi]  Immsii  to  cuiivitiuu  Aiiii>>riu»  Unit  it  is  bolh 
•  Kt  mill  iliit.v  to  »ii|i|H)rt  bur  sovuniignty  ami  tier  ulliauco,  thoy 
■I  liiivu  tiikrii  11  itii-MioiI  80  tslTuvtlliil. 


■H  t"^' 


.  nil  olTiiTMivnniKl  ilcrulinivn  nlllnlionliultrciiii  Franco 
iriiln  with  tliiiir  wtvitrnl  viowa  kiiA  iiitormts  im  hikiu 
liii  ituknnwliHl);u(1  liy  thopuwOTH  i>f  Kiiropo.  AiDerica 
rixiiiRrniiiiliur  Jiirmit  ertateintaoiiuk'.ncttnnil  jiowpr, 

I  1iiiit<ivliun  (if  l''riiiico,  and  Fmiico  will  fluil  uon'  n>- 
i:" lon-o,  nciiiirH,  mid  duvaI  force 

tlio  dituLiU-tn  i\iid  iliHlnuuioaartvnr  irill  lie  rapid  niid 
il ly,  wLoHC  iiii|iiilnliun  Ih full,  and  wliono ciiiti varioii, 
livrd  nt  UicirIiii>Kbt,  lliu  miilli|>]tonlioiiorborutiiu- 
I'lwcrwill  Kiu'iHiHS  all  cx]>uclntion.  If  lior  Hiidduii 
'  iiiiHit  Hant'liiiiir  iduon,  it  in  cotlitin  that  tlio  fiiaruiiim 
:iii[l  iiHniBtuil  l)y  Finnco  and  i>i>"1ici1  fotwnnl  liy  Iho 
IT  Bupnrato  inturi'St,  lior  own  i>rusorva|.lon,  nnd  lira 
iry  iiiid  iiii|iotlniico  ninuii);  tialiona,  will  Tar  oiilriin 
'  |ic)]>ii1alion.  Hot  will  it  be  llio  intonvitorAiiiorica 
i<  whilo  uonHiiod  to  F^iiropc.  Her  distance,  aud  tbe 
I'  licr  n!;;nr<l1i»iH  of  thn  fulo  of  natiuna  on  Ihia  aiilo  of 

II  Ntreii;;lli  hIihII  lia  ualnblialiod.  Tbe  proaperit;  or 
nviT  she  can  hnv<\  iiotliing  to  fear  and  nhoaa  aaaint- 
I  iiintU'rn  i>f  eqniil  iiiclilTerenco.  Slie  cao  wisb  for  no 
.:m  that  »r  cntiiniurcc,  and  tbin  will  bo  better  seoiiTuil 
inHu  ivitli  wliimi bIiu boida  ho «lbc!r  conuoctiou.  [Tbu 
I'liniBM.J  S(>  lliat  it  will  bo  of  littlo  unncotu  to  biT 
nllnnil,  Gonnniiy,  or  Russia  Hball  be  ruled  by  one  or 
-1  are  anil  will  con  ttiinu  tbo  alliua  of  France, 
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to  the  last  to  tlieir  Rovereig^nty  and  their  alliancoR.  Of  tlii.s  natiiro  arc 
all  his  other  argnments. 

"  With  the  iiulei>eiidenco  of  America,"  says  he,  *'  we  must  p:i  vo  up  our 
fisheries  on  the  bank  of  Nowfonndland  and  in  the  American  seas." 
Supposing  this  to  be  true,  which  it  is  in  ))art,  but  not  in  the  whoU',  if 
Great  Britain  loses  her  fisheries,  does  not  America  gain  them  f  Are 
they  not  an  object  then  to  America  as  important  and  desirable  as  to 
Great  Britain  f  Has  not  America  then  at  least  as  strong  and  pressing 
a  motive  to  fight  for  them  as  Great  Brit.ain  t  The  question  then  is  re- 
duced to  another — Which  has  the  best  pros])ect  of  contending  for  th(»m 
successfully  t  America,  favored  by  all  the  world,  or  Great  Britain, 
thwarted  and  opposed  by  all  the  world.  And  to  whom  did  God  and 
nature  give  themf  The  English  lay  great  stress  upon  the  gifts  of  God 
and  nature,  as  they  call  the  advantage  of  their  insular  situation,  to  jus- 
tify their  injustice  and  hostilities  against  all  tiie  maritime  powers  of  the 
world.  Why  should  the  Americans  hold  the  blessings  of  Providence 
in  a  lower  estimation,  which  they  can  enjoy,  without  doing  injury  to 
any  nation  or  individual  whatsoever! 

"  With  American  independence  we  must  give  up  thirty-five  thousfind 
American  seamen,  and  twenty-eight  thousaml  more  bred  and  main- 
tained in  those  excellent  nurseries  the  fisheries.  Our  valuable  trade, 
carried  on  from  thence  with  the  lloman  Catholic  staters,  will  bo  in  the 
hands  of  America.  These  nurseries  and  this  trade  will  ever  remain 
the  natural  right  of  the  people  who  inhabit  that  country.  A  tra<le  so 
profltiible,  and  a  nursery  of  seamen  so  excellent  and  so  ne<*essary  for 
the  support  of  her  naval  force,  will  never  be  given  up,  or  even  divided 
by  America  with  any  power  whatsoever." 

If  Great  Britain  loses  sixty-three  thousand  seamen  hy  our  independ- 
ence— and  I  believe  she  will  not  lose  much  less,  1  mean  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years — will  not  America  gain  tliemt  Are  sixty-three  thousand 
8e<imen  a  feebler  bulwark  for  America  than  Great  Britain!  Are  they 
weaker  instruments  of  wealth  and  strength,  of  power  and  glory,  in  the 
hands  of  Americans  than  in  those  of  the  English  ;  at  the  command  of 
Congress  than  at  the  command  of  the  King  of  England  I  Are  they  not, 
then,  as  strong  a  temptation  to  us  to  continue  the  war  as  to  them  ? 
The  question  then  recurs  again,  which  has  the  fairest  prospect  of  suc- 
cess— America,  which  grows  stronger  every  year,  or  England,  which 
grows  weaker  ? 

"The  British  islands,"  he  adds,  "in  the  West  Indies  must  fall  of 
course.  The  same  power  that  can  compel  Great  Britain  to  yield  up 
America  will  compel  her  to  give  up  the  West  1  miles.  They  are  evi- 
dently the  immediate  objects  of  France.'^ 

The  true  i)olitical  consequence  fnnn  this  is  to  stop  short,  make  peace, 
and  save  the  British  islands  while  yon  can  ;  once  taken,  it  will  be  more 
diHiciilt  to  get  them  back.  The  whole  returns  n;;ain  to  the  question. 
Are  you  {ible  to  keep  i)eaco  athonir  jind  in  Ireland  and  the  lOast  Indies, 
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to  Bcttle  luatters  with  tbo  maritime  powers,  and  go  on  with  the  war 
long  enoufifh  to  boat  Franco  and  Spain,  make  them  renoaoce  the  wart 
and  after  that  red  nee  the  United  States  of  America  to  submission  f 
Will  3*onr  soUliers,  yonr  seanicn,  and  yonr  revenues  hold  out  till  this  is 
done,  and  after  it  shall  be  done  be  sufllcient  to  keep  up  a  force  sufficient 
to  keep  down  France,  Spain,  and  America  f 

"France,''  ho  subjoins,  "expects  from  the  independence  of  America, 
and  the  acquisition  of  the  West  India  islands  the  sovereignty  of  the 
British  seiis,  if  not  of  Great  Britain  itself." 

Is  not  this  the  strongest  of  all  arguments  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
war?  Now  you  may  make  peace  and  keei)  the  West  India  islands,  and 
secure  the  neutrality  at  lenst  of  Americii  for  the  future;  and  in  this  case 
you  may  at  least  maintsiin  your  own  sovereignty  and  the  freedom  of 
the  British  sens.  France  at  present  claims  no  more  than  freedom  on 
any  seas.  If  you  make  peace  nt  present,  you  may  have  more  of  Amer- 
ican trade  in  future  than  France,  and  derive  more  supjwrtto  your  navy 
than  she  will  to  her  marine  from  that  country,  and  consequently  may 
preserve  your  liberty  upon  all  seas;  but  by  pushing  the  war  you  will 
weaken  yourselves  and  strengthen  France  and  Spain  to  such  a  degree 
that  they  will  have  in  the  end  such  a  superiority  as  may  endanger  your 
liberty.  But  if  Great  Britain  is  to  lose  the  West  India  islands  and  the 
sovereignty  of  the  seas  by  the  independence  of  America,  surely  France, 
Spain,  or  America,  or  all  three  together,  are  to  gain  them.  And  are 
not  these  advantages  as  tempting  to  these  powers  as  to  England,  and 
as  urgent  motives  to  pursue  the  war  t  So  that  we  come  again  to  the  old 
question,  Which  is  likoiy  to  hold  out  the  longest!  The  immense  inex- 
haustible rcsourcos  of  r'ninco,  Spain,  and  America  together,  or  the 
ruined,  exhaustiMl,  or  distracted  kingdinn  of  Great  I^ritain. 

The  writer  goes  on  :  *'  France  has  long  struggled  to  rival  us  in  our 
manufactures  in  vain  ;  this  will  enable  her  to  do  it  with  elfect."  If  En- 
gland were  to  make  i)eac,o.  now,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  France  would 
be  able  to  rival  her  in  nianuractnres — those  I  mean  which  are  most 
wantc<l  in  America,  of  wool  and  iron.  But  if  she  continues  the  war, 
France  will  be  very  liUrly  to  rival  her  to  effect,  as  it  is  certain  she  is 
t.aking  measures  for  tJie  purpose,  and  the  longer  the  war  continues  the 
more  opportunity  she  will  have  of  pursuing  those  mejusures  to  elVect. 

"  We  receive,"  says  he,  **  from  the  West  India  islands  certain  com- 
modities absolutely  necessary  to  earry  <>n  oiir  manufactures  to  any  ad- 
vantage an<l  extent,  and  which  we  can  procure  from  no  other  country. 
W(5  must  take  the  remains  from  France  or  America,  after  they  have 
supplied  themselves  and  fidfillcd  their  contracts  with  their  <al lies,  at 
their  own  j)rices,  and  loaded  with  the  expense  of  foreign  transportation, 
if  we  are  permitte<l  to  trade  for  them  at  all.''  Is  it  possible  to  demon- 
strate the  necessity  of  making  peaee  now  while  we  nniy  more  clearly  t 
We  may  now  preserve  the  West  Imlia  islands,  but  continuing  the  war 
we  lose  them  infallibly. 
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"  But  this  is  not  all  we  shall  lose  with  the  West  Indies,''  saj's  the 
writer,  **  We  must  add  to  our  loss  of  scamoii  sustained  by  Ihc  inde- 
pendence of  America  at  least  twenty  thousand  more  who  Iiave  been 
bred  and  maintained  in  the  trade  from  Great  Ihitain  to  the  West  In- 
dies and  in  the  West  India  trade  among  themselves  and  with  otlier 
parts,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  ;  a  loss 
which  can  not  fail  to  aQect  the  sensibility  of  every  man  who  loves  this 
country  and  knows  that  its  safety  can  only  be  secured  by  its  navy." 

Is  not  this  full  proof  of  the  necessity  of  making  peace!  These  sea- 
men may  now  be  saved,  with  the  islands  whose  coninierce  sujiports  them. 
But  if  we  continue  the  wfir  will  France  and  Si)aiu  bo  less  zeah)us  to 
conquer  your  islands!  Because  by  this  means  they  will  cerUiinly  take 
away  from  you  and  divide  among  themselves  twenty  thousand  seamen. 
Taking  these  islands  from  you  and  annexing  them  to  France  and  Spain 
will  in  fact  increase  the  trade  of  France  and  Spain,  the  United  Prov- 
inces of  the  Low  Countries,  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Den- 
mark; and  the  twenty  thousjxnd  seamen  will  be  divided  in  sonu>  pro- 
portion among  all  these  powers.  The  Dutch  and  the  Americans  will  have 
the  carriage  of  a  good  dcJil  of  this  traile  in  consequence  of  their  dis- 
memberment from  you  and  annexation  to  France  and  Spain.  J)o  you 
expect  to  save  these  things  by  continuing  the  war?  Or  that  these 
powers  will  be  less  zealous  to  continue  it  by  holding  out  to  them  such 
temptations! 

"  Will  not  Great  BritJiin  lose  much  of  her  independence  in  the  i)res- 
ent  state  of  Europe,"  continues  the  writer,  "while  she  is  obllge<l  to 
other  countries  for  her  naval  stores!  In  the  time  of  Queen  Anne  we 
paid  at  Stockholm  £3  per  barrel  for  pitch  and  tar  to  the  extortionate 
Swede ;  and  such  was  the  small  demand  of  those  countries  for  the  manu- 
factures of  this,  that  the  balance  of  trade  was  greatly  in  their  favor. 
The  gold  which  we  obtained  in  our  other  commerce  was  continually 
pouring  into  their  laps.  But  we  have  reduced  that  balance  by  our  im- 
portation of  hirge  quantities  of  those  supplies  from  Ameri<»,a." 

But  what  is  there  to  hinder  Great  Britain  from  importing  i)itcli,  tar, 
and  turpentine  from  America  after  her  independence!  She  may  be 
obliged  to  give  a  somewhat  higher  ])rice,  because  France,  Si)ain,  ilol- 
land,  and  all  other  nations  will  im])ort  them  too.  T*»ut  will  this  higher 
price  induce  America  to  give  up  her  indeptMidence  f  Will  the  j)rospect 
which  is  opened  to  the  other  maritime  powers  of  drawing  these  sup- 
plies from  America  in  exchange  for  their  productions  make  them  h»ss 
zealous  to  support  American  independence!  Will  the  increase  of  the 
demand  upon  the  northern  powers  for  these,  arti(;].»s,  in  consecpience  of 
the  destruction  of  the  British  monopoly  in  Ameri<!a,  make  these  i)owers 
less  inclined  to  American  independency!  The  Ihitish  monopoly  and 
British  bounties  it  was  in  fact  whie,h  lednced  tlie  price  of  these  arti- 
cles in  the  northern  markets.  The  ceasing  of  that  monopoly  an<l  those 
bounties  will  rather  raise  the  price  in  the  Baltie>,  because  those  States 
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ill  America  in  wliicli  pitch  and  Uw  chiefly  grow  have  so  many  articles 
of  more  proiUable  cultivation,  that  without  bounties  it  is  not  probable 
that  tiade  will  flourish  to  a  degree  to  reduce  the  prices  in  tlie  north  of 
Europe. 

**  Should  a  war  take  place  between  us  and  the  northern  powers,  where 
arc  we  to  procure  our  naval  stores  "  inquires  the  pamphleteer. 

I  answer,  make  peace  with  America,  and  procure  them  from  her.  But 
if  .you  go  to  war  with  America  and  the  northern  powers  at  once,  you 
will  get  them  nowhere.  This  writer  appears  to  have  had  no  suspicion 
of  the  real  intentions  of  the  northern  powers  when  he  wrote  his  book. 
What  lie  will  say  now,  after  the  confederation  of  all  of  them  against 
(Ireat  Hrilain — for  1  can  call  it  no  otherwise — I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjee 
ture. 

**Timber  of  every  kind,  iron,  saltpeter,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  and 
hemp  are  raised  and  manufactured  in  America.  Fields  of  a  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  hemp  are  to  be  seen  spontaneously  growing  between 
the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi,  and  of  a  quality  little  inferior  to  the 
European.'' 

Are  not  these  articles  as  precious  to  France,  Spain,  and  Ilolland  as 
to  Englaiul  f  Will  not  these  ])owers  be  proportionally  active  to  procure 
a  share  of  them,  or  a  lib(»rty  to  trade  in  them,  as  England  will  be  to  de- 
fend her  monopoly  of  them  1  And  will  not  America  be  as  alert  to  obtain 
the  freedom  of  selling  them  to  the  best  advantage  in  a  variety  of  markets 
as  other  nations  will  for  that  of  purchasing  themf 

Will  the  coasting  trade,  and  that  of  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean, 
with  (he  small  intercourse  we  have  in  our  bottoms  with  other  nations, 
fiirnish  seamen  sunicicnt  for  a  navy  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
(ireat  Hrilain  and  its  trade!  Will  our  mariners  continue  as  they  are 
wlien  our  manufactures  are  laboring  under  the  disadvantages  of  re- 
ceiving their  materials  at  higher  and  exorbitant  prices  and  selling  at 
foreign  markets  at  a  certain  loss  !  Will  tiiese  nurseries  of  seamen,  thus 
weakened,  supi)]y  the  loss  of  eighty  thousand,  sustained  by  the  inde- 
peiulcnce  of  America  and  the  concpiest  of  the  West  Indies  1 

But  what  is  the  tendency  of  this  f  If  it  serves  to  convince  Britain  that 
sIm'  should  continue  the  war,  does  it  not  serve  to  convince  the  allies 
that  they  ought  to  continiu'!  it  too  f  For  they  are  to  get  all  that  Britain 
is  to  lose,  antl  America  is  to  be  the  greatest  gainer  of  all ;  where;v8  she 
is  not  only  to  lo^e  these  objects,  but  her  liberties  too,  if  she  is  subdued. 
Franc(»,  Spain,  and  all  the  other  maritime  powers  are  all  to  gain  a  share 
of  these  objects  if  13ritain  loses  them;  whereas  they  not  only  lose  all 
share  in  tlu'ni,  but  even  the  sjifety  and  existence  of  their  (lags  upon  the 
ocean  may  be  lost  if  America  is  reduced  and  the  British  monopoly  of 
American  trade,  fisheries,  and  seamen  is  revived. 

"It  does  not  ro(iuire  the  spirit  of  divination  to  perceive  that  Great 
Britain,  robbed  of  her  foreign  dominions  and  commerce,  her  nurseries 
of  seamen  lost,  her  navy  weakened,  and  the  power  of  her  ambitious 
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neighbors  thuA  strengtheneil  nnd  increnscd,  will  not  be  ablo  to  main- 
tain her  independence  among  the  nations." 

If  she  would  how  make  peaee  she  might  preserve  not  only  her  in- 
depeudeuce^  bat  a  great  share  of  her  present  importance.  If  slie  con- 
tinnes  this  war  bnt  a  year  or  two  longer,  she  will  be  reduced  to  the 
government  of  her  own  island  in  two  independent  kingdoms — Scotland 
and  England  probably.  As  to  conquest  and  subordination  to  some 
neighboring  i>ower,  none  that  has  common  sense  would  accei>t  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  island,  because  it  would  cost  infinitely  more  to  main- 
tain it  than  it  would  be  worth. 

Thus  I  have  given  some  account  of  these  "  cool  thoughts  on  the  con- 
sequences of  American  independence,"  which  I  consider  as  the  result  of 
all  the  consultations  and  deliberations  of  the  refugees  upon  this  subject. 

I  think  it  might  as  well  have  been  entitled  an  essay  towards  demon, 
strating  that  it  is  the  cle^vr  interest  and  the  indispensable  duty  of 
America  to  maintain  her  soven»ignty  and  her  alliances  at  all  events, 
and  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  all  the  maritime  powers  to  support 
her  in  the  possession  of  them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  the  Officers  and  Seamen  of  the  Alliance." 

^^KRSA1LLES,  JUHC  10,   17S0. 

Gentlemen  :  Ilaving  judged  fit  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  (JommodoreJonei^  to  the  command  of  the  Alliance  in  her  pres- 
ent intiuided  voyage  to  America,  I  hereby  direct  you  to  obey  him  a«  your 
captain  till  further  orders  shall  be  given  by  the  honorable  Congress. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

ii.  Franklin, 
Miniitter  Plejiipoicntiary  frovi  the  United  States^  etc. 


Lovell  et  al.,  Committee  of  Foreign  AfTairs,  to  Jny.f 

riiiLAPELiMiiA,  June  ir»,  1780. 

^IR  :  The  embarrjvssments  which  the  depreciation  of  the  cun  oncy  had 
Cioated  in  the  public  all'airs  at  the  time  ot  your  departure  for  Europe 
were,  jw  you  may  well  remember,  very  distressing,  and  have  till  lately 
continued  to  increase.  Congress,  greatly  anxious  to  avail  themselves 
of  every  possible  means  of  checking  this  evil,  on  the  23d  of  November 
last  ventured  on  the  expedient  of  drawing  bills  upon  you  for  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  sterling,  as  you  have  been  already  advised  by 
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lotter  of  Dwwmber  tbo  llth  following.  This  they  thought  they  might 
risk,  conBidering  tho  importance  of  the  object;  but  as  the  time  of  your 
arrival  in  lilarope  i;onUl  not  bo  counted  upon  with  certainty,  and  as  the 
no^rotiation  niigtit  not  be  immediately  practicable,  and,  moreover,  as  a 
disappointment  wouhl  be  highly  injnrious  to  the  public  futh,  they  de- 
termined to  draw  the  bills  atsix  months'  sight,  which  we  hope  will  allow 
sndlcient  leisure  for  every  preparation. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that  Congress  have  not  taken  this 
mensure  without  some  circumstances  of  encouragement  that  a  fund  to 
satisfy  the  draft  would  not  bo  unattainable.  Since  the  agreeable  news 
of  your  arrival,  and  to  answer  a  purpose  of  great  national  utility,  Con- 
gress, by  their  resolution  of  the  L9th  instant,  have  director]  bills  to  be 
drawn  for  tho  additional  sum  of  vweuty-fivo  thousand  dollars,  payable 
at  sixty  days'  sight-.  The  exertions  necessary  at  this  crisis  require  the 
command  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money  ;  but  these  drafts,  we  hope, 
will  not  be  increased  till  we  have  intelligence  from  you  respecting  your 
prospects  and  assurances.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  3'ou  that 
from  the  niciisures  whicli  have  lately  been  adopted,  and  with  which  yon 
arc  made  acquainted  by  tho  journals,  the  finances  begin  to  assume  a 
better  appeiirauce,  and  our  public  affairs  in  general  will,  we  hope,  he 
delivered  from  many  of  the  embarnissments  under  whicli  they  have 
labored,  but  we  earnestly  entreat  you  to  push  every  possible  exertion  for 
procuring  aids  of  money  from  the  court  of  Spain,  without  which  we  are 
fearful  the  measures  of  Congress  fully  to  restore  the  currency  and  pros- 
ecute the  war  with  good  effect  will  fall  short  of  tho  desired  success. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

James  Loveli.. 

IloKEUT  K.  Livingston. 

William  C.  Houston. 


J.  AdaniH  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  J«nc  17,  1780. 

Sir:  The  refugees  in  Eii«;land  are  so  great  an  obstacle  to  peace,  that 
it  seems  not  improper  for  nie  to  take  notice  of  tliem  to  Congress.  Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson  is  dejul.  Whetiier  tlie  late  popular  insurrections,  or 
whether  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  resi>ecting 
their  (inaiices,  by  suddenly  extiiignisliing  the  last  rays  of  his  hopes,  put 
a  sndclen  entl  to  his  life*,  or  whether  it  was  owing  to  any  other  cause,  I 
know  not.  Lie  was  born  to  be  the  cause  and  tho  victim  of  popular 
fnry,  outrage,  and  conilagrations.  Deseendeil  from  an  ancient  and  hon- 
orable family;  born  and  educjated  in  America,  professing  all  the7A\'>l  of 
the  Congregational  lelii^ion  ;  alVeeling  to  honor  the  characters  of  the 


•MSS.  Dop.  of  S(:ifc;  :\  SpjuUs'  Dip.  Uvv.  Con*.,  114,  with  verbal  cliaiigcH  nnd  omis- 
sions. 


JUNE   17,  1780.  7y5 

first  planters  of  tlio  New  World,  and  to  vindicate  the  character  of 
America,  and  especially  of  New  Enfi:land;  early  initiated  into  public 
business;  industrious  and  indefatigable  in  it ;  beloved  and  esteciucd  by 
the  people;  elected  and  trusted  by  them  and  tlidr  representatives;  his 
views  opened  and  extended  by  repeated  travels  in  Europe;  minutely 
informed  in  the  history  of  his  country ;  author  of  an  history  of  it  wliieh 
was  extensively  read  in  Europe;  enga^jed  in  extensive  corrrsi)ondence 
in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America;  favored  with  the  crown  of  Great  Hrit- 
ain,  and  possessed  of  its  honors  and  emoluments; — i>ossessedof  .ill  those 
advanbiges  and  surrounded  by  all  tliese  circumstances,  he  was  perliaps 
the  only  man  in  the  world  who  could  have  bron«(ht  on  the  controversy 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time  it 
was  done,  and  involved  the  two  countries  in  an  enmity  which  must  end 
in  their  everlasting  separation.  Yet  this  was  the  character  of  the  man 
and  these  his  memorable  actions.  An  inextinguishable  ambition  and 
avarice,  that  were  ever  seen  among  his  other  qualities,  and  which  grew 
with  his  growth  and  strengthened  with  his  age  and  experience,  and  at 
last  predominated  over  every  other  passion  of  his  heart  and  principle 
of  his  mind,  rendered  him  credulous  to  a  childish  degree  of  everything 
that  favored  his  ruling  piission,  and  blind  and  deaf  to  everything  that 
thwarted  it  to  such  a  degree,  that  his  represcntiitions,  with  those  of  his 
fellow  laborer  Bernard,  drew  on  the  king,  ministry,  I'arliciment,  and 
nation  to  concert  measures  which  will  end  in  their  reduction  and  tiie 
exaltation  of  America. 

I  think  I  see  visible  traces  of  his  councils  in  a  number  of  pamphlets 
not  long  since  published  in  London,  and  ascribed  to  Mr.  Galloway.  It 
is  most  probable  that  they  were  concerted  between  the  ministry  and 
the  refugees  in  general,  and  that  Mr.  Galloway  was  to  be  given  out  as 
the  ostensible,  as  he  probably  was  the  principal,  author. 

"The  Cool  Thoughts  on  the  Consequences  of  American  Independ- 
ence," although  calculcited  to  inflame  a  Inisty,  warlike  nation  to  ])ursne 
the  conquest  of  America,  are  sober  reasons  for  dc^fending  our  independ- 
ence and  our  alliances,  and  therefore  proper  for  mi*  to  lay  before  my  conn- 
trynuMK  The  pamphlet  says:  **It  has  been  often  asserted  that  Great 
Britain  has  expended  in  settling  and  defending  America  more  than  she 
will  ever  be  able  to  repay,  and  that  it  will  be  more  to  the  profit  of  this 
kingdom  to  give  her  independence  and  to  lose  what  we  have  exi>cndetl 
than  to  retain  her  as  a  part  of  her  dominions."  To  this  he  answers: 
"That  the  bounties  on  articles  of  comnieree  and  the  expense  of  the  last 
war  ought  not  to  be  charged  to  America,  and  that  the  sums  expended 
in  support  of  colonial  govennnents  have  been  conlhied  to  New  York, 
the  Carolinas,  Georgia,  Nova  Scotia,  and  East  and  West  Florida.  The 
New  England,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and 
Virginia  have  not  cost  Great  Biltain  a  farthing,  and  that  the  whole 
expense  of  the  former  is  no  more  Uian  XI,700,0t)();  and  when  we  de<luct 
the  £700,000  extravagantly  ex  ended   in   building  a  key  at  Halifax, 
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WO  can  only  call  it  one  million.^'  Ho  conclades:  <'Tliat  posterity  will 
fc(;l  that  America  was  not  only  wortti  all  that  wtvA  apeut  npon  lier,  but 
that  a  just,  (irni,  and  constitntional  subordination  of  the  Ooloiiics  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  independence  and  existence  of  Great  Brit- 
ain."    Here  I  think  I  seethe  traces  of  Mr.  Hntchinson. 

Another  nrgnnient,  he  says,  much  relied  on  by  the  advocates  for 
American  independence  is,  *'  that  a  similarity  of  laws,  religion,  and 
manners  luvs  formed  an  attachment  between  the  people  of  Ore^t  Brit- 
ain and  America  which  will  insure  to  Great  Britain  a  preference  in  Uie 
commerce  of  America."  Ho  agrees  **  that  a  uniformity  of  laws  and 
religion,  united  with  a  subordination  to  the  same  supreme  authority,  in 
a  great  measure  forms  and  fixes  the  national  attachment.  But  when 
the  laws  and  the  supremo  authority  are  abolished,  the  manners,  habits, 
and  customs  derived  from  them  will  soon  be  effaced.  When  different 
systems  of  laws  and  governments  shall  bo  established,  other  habits  and 
mann(M\s  must  take  place.  The  fact  is  that  the  Americans  have  al- 
ready institu  tod  goveiiiments  jis  opposite  to  the  principles  upon  which 
the  British  (Tovernment  is  estoblished  as  human  invention  could  pos- 
sibly devise.  New  laws  are  made,  and  will  be  made,  in  conformity  to 
and  in  sup[)ort  of  their  new  political  systems,  and,  of  course,  destructive 
to  this  national  attachment.  Their  new  States  being  altogether  popular, 
their  essentijil  laws  do  already  and  will  continue  to  bear  a  greater  re- 
semblance to  those  of  the  democratical  cantons  of  Switzerland  than  to 
the  laws  and  j>olicy  of  (treat  Britain.  Thus  we  find  in  their  first  acts 
the  strongest  of  all  proofs  of  an  aversion  in  their  rulers  to  our  national 
])olicv,  and  a  sure  foundation  laid  to  obliterate  all  affection  anil  attacli- 
iiuMit  to  this  country  among  the  people.  How  long,  then,  can  we  expect 
that  their  attachnient,  nrisiiig  from  a  similarity  of  laws,  habits,  and 
manners,  if  any  such  slmnld  remain,  will  continue!  No  longer  than 
between  the  United  Provinces  and  Si)ain,  or  the  Gorsicans  and  the 
Genoese,  which  was  changed,  from  the  moment  of  their  separation,  into 
an  enmity,  which  is  not  worn  out  to  this  day." 

How  it  is  possible  for  tiiese  rulers,  who  are  the  creatures  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  constivntly  dependent  upon  them  for  their  political  existence, 
to  have  the  strongest  aversion  to  the  national  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
and  at  tiie  same  time  the  far  greater  part  of  the  people  wish  and  hope 
for  a  union  with  that  country  and  are  ready  to  unite  in  reducing  the 
powers  of  those  rulers  as  tliis  author  asserts,  I  know  not.  I  leave  him 
to  reconcile  it.  If  he  had  been  candul  and  confessed  that  the  attach- 
ment in  American  minds  in  genera!  is  not  very  strong  to  the  laws  and 
(ioveiinnent  of  lOngland,  and  that  they  raiher  prefer  a  different  form 
of  government,  1  should  have  agree<l  with  him,  as  I  certainly  shall  agree 
that  no  attaclnnent  between  nations  arising  merely  from  a  similarity  of 
laws  and  govenwnent  i.s  ev(»r  very  strong,  or  suiFicient  to  bind  nations 
together  who  have  opposite  or  even  dillerent  interei^ts. 

"As  to  the  attaciiments,"  says  he,  "  arising  from  a  similarity  of  religion, 
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they  will  appear  Htill  more  grouudlcSH  iiud  ridiculous.  America  lia^  no 
predomiiuiut  religion.  There  is  not  a  religious  society  in  Euroi)c  wiiich 
IS  not  to  be  found  in  America.  If  we  wish  to  visit  the  churches  of 
England,  or  the  meetings  of  the  Lutherans,  McUiodists,  (jalvinists, 
Presbyterians,  Moravians,  Menonists,Swiniieldcrs,  ])umplers,or  lionian 
Catholics,  we  shall  find  them  all  in  America. 

'^  What  a  motley,  or  rather  how  many  dillercnt  and  opposite  attach- 
ments will  this  jumble  of  religions  make! 

*'  Should  there  be  any  remains  of  this  kind  of  national  attachment,  we 
may  conclude  that  the  Lutherans,  Galvinists,  Menonists,  Swinfielders, 
Dumplers,  and  Moravians  will  be  attached  to  Germany,  the  country 
from  whence  they  emigrated  and  where  their  religions  are  best  toler- 
ateil;  the  Presbyterians  and  PuriUuis  to  Irelaiul;  and  the  Konian 
Catholics  to  France,  Spain,  and  the  pope,  and  the  snnill  number  of  the 
Church  of  England  to  Great  Britain. 

'^  Do  we  not  daily  see  monarchies  at  war  with  monarchies,  iniidcls  with 
infidels,  Christians  with  Christians,  Catholics  with  Catholics,  and  dis- 
senters with  dissenters!  What  stress  then,  can  be  justly  laid  on  an 
attachment  arising  from  a  similarity  of  laws,  government,  or  religion? 

''It  has  also  been  asserted  tbat  America  will  be  led  from  motives  of 
interest  to  give  the  i)reference  in  trade  to  this  country,  bccautie  we  can 
supply  her  with  manufactures  cheaper  than  she  can  raise  them  or  pur- 
chase them  from  others. 

''But  a  commercial  alliance  is  already  ratified  greatly  injurious  to 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  should  France  succeed  in  supporting 
American  independence,  no  one  can  doubt  but  other  treaties  yet  more 
injurious  will  be  added;  and  as  to  the  ability  of  America  to  manufac- 
ture, she  possesses,  or  can  produce,  a  greater  variety  of  raw  materials 
than  any  other  country  on  the  globe.  When  she  shall  have  a  separate 
and  distinct  interest  of  her  own  to  pursue,  her  views  will  be  enlarged, 
her  policy  exerted  to  her  own  benefit,  and  her  interest,  instead  of  being 
united  with,  will  become  not  only  different  from,  but  opposite  to,  that 
ot  Great  Britain.  She  will  readily  perceive  tbat  manufactures  are  the 
great  foundation  of  commerce,  that  commerce  is  the  great  means  of 
acquiring  wealth,  and  that  wealth  is  necessary  to  her  own  safety.  With 
these  interesting  prospects  before  her  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that 
she  will  not  exert  ber  capacity  to  promote  manufactures  and  commerce. 
She  will  see  it  to  be  clearly  her  interest  not  only  to  manufacture  for 
herself,  but  others.  Laws  will  be  made  granting  bounties  to  encourage 
it,  and  duties  will  be  laid  to  discourage  or  prohibit  foreign  importations. 
By  these  measures  her  manufactures  will  inerea.se,  her  coinnieree  will 
be  extended ;  and  feeling  the  benefits  of  them  as  they  rise,  her  industry 
will  be  excited,  until  she  shall  not  only  supiny  lier  own  wants,  but  those 
of  Great  Britain  herself,  with  all  the  niamifactures  made  with  her  own 
materials.  The  nature  of  commerce  is  roving;  she  has  been  at  difler- 
ent  periods  in  possession  of  the  Phoenicians,  Carthageuians,  and  the 
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VcnetiaiiB ;  Oenuaiiy  and  France  lately  enjoyed  lier,  and  snpplicd  Great 

Britain  with  liieir  niannfactures.     (ireat  Britain  at  iireseut  folds  her  in 

lier  arms." 

Bnri'Iy  it  was  never  intended  tliat  any  American  slionld  read  tliiH 

panipldet,  it  contains  so  many  arpiments  and  motives  for  perseverance 

in  our  righteous  and  glorious  cause.     It  is  astonishing,  however,  that 

instead  of  stimulating  England  to  [>ursno  their  unjust  and  inglorious 

enterprise,  it  does  not  convince  all  of  the  impi-acticability  of  it,  and 

induce  them  to  make  i)eace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc;., 

John  Auams. 


Franklin  to  Carmichael.* 

Tassy,  June  17,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  13LM  past  came  tluly  to  hand.  John  Dal- 
rymple  has  been  here  some  time,  but  1  hear  nothing  of  his  iK>Iitica1  oper- 
ations. The  learned  talk  of  the  discovery  he  has  made  in  the  Escurial 
library  of  forty  ei)istole8  of  Brutus,  a  missing  part  of  Tiwsitus,  siud  a 
piece  of  Seneca,  that  have  never  yet  been  printed,  which  excite  much 
curiosity.  He  has  not  been  with  me,  and  L  am  told  b^'  one  of  his  friends 
that  though  he  wished  to  see  me,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent.  So  1 
suppose  £  shall  have  no  communication  with  him,  for  1  shall  not  seek 
it.  As  Count de  Vergenncs  has  mentioned  nothing  to  mo  of  any  memo- 
rial from  him,  I  suppose  he  has  not  presented  it;  perhaps  discouraged 
by  the  reception  it  met  with  in  Spain.  So  I  wish,  for  curiosity's  sake, 
you  would  send  me  a  copy  of  it.  The  Manpiis  de  la  Fayotto  arrived 
safely  at  Boston  on  the  2.SLh  of  April,  and  it  is  said  gave  expectations 
of  the  coming  of  a  squadron  and  troops.  The  vessel  that  brings  this 
lelt  New  London  the  2d  of  May.  Her  cai)tain  reports  that  the  siege 
of  Charleston  was  raised,  the  troops  attacked  in  their  retreat,  and 
Clinton  killed;  but  this  wants  confirmation.  London  has  been  in  the 
utmost  confusion  for  seven  or  eight  days.  The  beginning  of  this  iuonth 
a  mob  of  fanatics,  joined  by  a  mob  of  rogues,  burnt  and  destroyetl 
l»roperty  to  the  amount,  it  is  said,  of  a  million  sterling.  Chapels  of 
foreign  ambassadors,  houses  of  members  of  Parliament  that  nad  pro- 
moted the  act  for  favoring  Catholics,  and  the  houses  of  many  private 
persons  of  that  religion  were  pillaged  and  consumed  or  pulled  down  to 
the  number  of  tifty ;  among  the  rest  Lord  MansfieUPsis  burnt,  with  all 
his  furniture,  pictures,  books,  and  papers.  Thus  ho  who  approved  the 
burning  American  houses  has  had  lire  brought  home  to  him.  [Had  the 
mob  burned  none  other  we  might  have  more  easily  excused  them.]t 
lie  himself  was  horribly  scared,  and  Governor  Hutchinson,  it  is  said. 
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died  outright  of  the  fright.  The  luob,  tired  with  roaring  sviid  rioting  neveu 
days  and  uightH,  were  at  length  suppressed,  and  tiuiet  restored  on  the 
9th  iu  the  evening.  Next  day  Lord  George  (rordon  wsis  coniniittcd  to 
tlie  tower. 

Enelosed  I  send  you  the  little  piece  yon  desire.*  Tonnderstiind  it 
rightly  you  should  be  acquainted  with  some  few  circumstances.  The 
person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  is  Miulame  Jirillon,  a  hidy  of  most 
respectable  character  and  pleasing  conversation,  mistress  of  an  anjiable 
family  in  this  neighborhood  with  which  I  spend  an  evening  twice  in 
every  week.  She  hiis,  among  other  elegant  accomplishments,  that  of 
an  excellent  musician,  and,  with  her  daughters,  who  sing  i)retti]y,  and 
some  friends  who  play,  she  kindly  entertains  me  and  my  grandson  with 
little  concerts^  a  dish  of  tea,  and  a  game  of  chess.  I  call  this  vuj  ojwra^ 
for  1  rarely  go  to  the  opera  at  Paris. 

The  Moulin  Joly  is  a  little  island  in  the  Seine,  about  two  leagues  iVom 
hence,  part  of  the  country  seat  of  another  friend  (Watelet),  where  we 
visit  every  summer,  and  spend  a  day  in  the  pleasing  society  of  the  in- 
genious, learned,  and  very  polite  persons  who  inhabit  it.  At  the  time 
when  the  letter  was  written  all  conversations  at  Paris  were  lilled  with 
disputes  about  the  music  of  Gluck  and  Picini,  a  German  and  Italian 
musician,  who  divided  the  town  into  violent  parties.  A  friend  of  this 
lady,  having  obtained  a  copy  of  it  under  a  promise  not  to  give  another, 
did  uot  observe  that  promise,  so  that  many  have  been  taken,  and  it  is 
become  as  public  as  such  a  thing  can  well  be  that  is  not  printed  ;  but 
I  could  uot  dream  of  its  being  heard  of  at  Miidrid.  The  thought  was 
partly  taken  from  a  little  piece  of  some  unknown  writer,  which  I  met 
with  lifty  years  since  in  a  newspaper,  and  which  the  sight  of  the 
ephemera  brought  to  my  recollection. 

Adieu,  my  dearfricntl,aud  believe  meever  yours, most an'cctionalcly, 

13.   FKAiNKLIN. 

[Your  namesake  will  send  you  copies  of  what  passed  between  Lee  and 
M.  Graud.  What  relates  to  the  difference  between  Sir  George  and  M. 
Dumas  I  may  tell  you  some  time  or  other;  it  is  not  very  important  to 
you  to  know  at  present  and  is  improper  to  write.  Mr.  Lee  Ikus  been  long 
at  D'Orient  (sic),  waiting  for  a  passage  on  board  the  Alliance,  1  have 
yesterday  received  several  letters  acquainting  me  with  a  mutiny  on 
board  that  ship  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  instigate<l.  1  have  ob- 
tained and  sent  down  orders  to  apprehend  and  imprison  some  of  the 
chiefs,  which  I  hope  will  produce  quiet.  That  restless  genius,  wherever 
he  is,  must  either  find  or  make  a  quarrel. 

I  received  the  act  you  mention  from  the  State  of  iMaryhvnd,  with  a 
letter  from  the  governor,  desiring  me  to  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  the 
trustees  iu  Loudon,  and  to  learn  from  them  whether  they  wouhl  execute 
it,  by  selling  the  stock  and  paying  the  bills  to  be  drawn  on  them.     1  have 
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nccotfliugly  sent  the  act  and  written  to  them  requestiug  au  answer,  bat 
have  yot  received  none.  It  is  only  in  case  of  their  refusal  to  act  that  I 
am  empowered  to  name  one  of  the  several  persons  mentioned,  and  I 
apprehend  that  if  tliey  refuse  it  will  be  on  this  principle,  that  they 
were  ap[>ointed  and  intrusted  by  an  act  of  the  old  government;  that 
the  new  is  not  yet  acknowledged  in  England  sutUciently  to  authorise 
the  operation  it  rinpiires;  and  that  if  by  the  fortune  or  (off)  war  the  old 
should  be  restored,  they  may  be  subject  to  a  suit  for  breach  of  trust  iu 
complying  with  the  directions  of  a  law  not  made  by  due  authority,  etc. 
I  also  think  that  if  they  refuse,  my  nomination  of  another  will  also  be 
deemed  insullicient  by  the  bank,  which  never  pays  money  it  has  l>een 
intrusted  with  but  to  the  order  of  the  i>ersons  who  actually  deposited  it, 
and  who  in  this  civse  were  the  trustees.  I  remember  that  having,  when 
in  Jjondon,  about  thirty  thousand  pounds  in  my  hands  belonging  to  the 
assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  was  ordered  to  deposit  iu  the  bank 
subject  to  their  drafts,  the  bank  refused  to  receive  it  on  such  condition, 
acquainting  me  that  they  never  took  in  money  for  account  of  x)er8ou8 
residing  in  other  countries — never  but  for  account  of  persons  residing  at 
the  time  in  liOiulon,  on  whose  drafts  onl}'  it  was  to  be  repaid;  so  that 
I  was  obliged  to  deposit  the  money  as  in  my  own  name,  and  the  assem- 
bly to  draw  upon  me.  This  (thusf)  I  imagine  that  if  the  trustees  re- 
fuse the  act  will  prove  abortive,  for  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  the 
bank,  even  if  it  would  formerly  have  paid  respect  to  an  act  of  as- 
sembly, will  in  this  case  take  upon  itself  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  the  new  Slate  before  it  is  acknowledged  by  government,  and  pay  to 
a  person  of  my  nomination  moneys  deposited  with  them  by  Messrs. 
llanbury,  etc,  I>ut  if  it  siiall  prove  that  I  am  mistaken,  1  will  then,  jis 
you  decline  the  service,  take  your  advice  iu  the  nomination  of  another.]  • 


Frauklin  to  Jones/ 

Passy,  June  17,  1780. 

Sir  :  Having  been  informed  by  several  gentlemen  from  I/Orient  that 
it  is  there  generally  understood  the  mutiny  on  board  your  ship  Ims 
been  advised  or  promoted  by  the  honorable  Arthur  Lee,  esq.,  whom  I 
hiul  ordered  you  to  receive  as  Ji  passenger,  I  hereby  withdraw  that 
order  so  far  as  to  leave  the  execution  of  it  to  your  discretion  ;  that  if, 
from  the  circumstanees  whieli  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  it  should 
appear  to  you  tiiat  tlio  peace  and  good  government  of  the  ship  during 
the  voyage  may  be  endangered  by  his  presence,  you  may  decline  tick- 
ing that  gentleman,  which  I  apprehend  need  not  obstruct  his  return  to 
America,  as  there  are  several  ships  going  under  your  convoy,  ami  no 
doubt  any  of  their  passergers  may  be  prevailed  with  to  change  places. 
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But  if  you  judge  those  auBpicions  groundless,  you  will  comply  with  the 
order  aforesaid. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant. 


Fraukliii  to  Nesbit* 

Passy,  June  17,  1780. 

Sir:  I  thank  you  for  the  information  contuini'd  in  your  favor  of  the 
13th  instant.  Orders  are  gone  down  from  the  government  to  secure 
Captain  Landais,  and  assist  Captain  Jones  in  recovering  the  command 
of  his  ship.  I  nm  sensible  the  officers  and  men  must  have  been  misled, 
njost  probably  by  the  person  you  suspecst  as  much  as  by  Cnptain  Lan- 
dais,  and  I  doubt  not  their  returning  to  their  duty,  and  tliat  your  ship 
will  have  the  benefit  of  being  under  the  care  and  convoy  of  that  brave 
commander. 

With  great  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc. 


FraiikUn  to  Vergeiincs." 

I'ASSV,  June  18, 1780. 

Sir:  1  received  the  letter  your  excellency  ditl  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing me  the  17th  of  this  month,  together  with  tiie  letters  enclosed  of  iM. 
de  Sartine  and  of  the  ambiissador  of  Holland.  Concerning  the  ship 
J'/ora,which  had  been  brought  into  Cherbourg  by  the  Blade  iV/ncc  pri- 
vateer, your  excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed  paper  that  1  had  already 
given  orders  for  the  release  of  the  vessel,  with  payment  of  dainagCvS, 
before  the  ambassador's  complaint  was  made,  and  by  letter  to  tiie 
owners  may  be  seen  what  my  sentiments  are  witli  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple about  to  be  e^sUiblished  by  neutral  powers.  This  single  cargo  1 
nevertheless  condemned  to  the  use  of  the  captors,  excepting  what 
should  be  reclaimed  on  oath  by  the  subjects  of  llolland.t  My  reasons 
for  doing  so  were: 

(1)  Because  the  law  htvs  been  settled  in  America  that  enemies'  prop- 
erty found  in  neutral  shii)s  might  be  taken  out  of  the  same,  paying  the 
freight  that  would  have  been  due  if  the  sliips  had  completed  tiieir  voy- 
ages, together  with  all  costs  and  damages.  Of  this  there  have  been 
already  several  instances,  and  foreign  owners  have  been  so  well  satis- 
hod  with  the  han<lsome  treatment  their  ships  met  with  when  carried 
into  our  ports  on  such  occasions,  that  I  never  heard  of  any  comi)laint. 

(2)  Because  the  English  have  always  condemned  and  confiscated 
American  property  found  in  Dutch  ships,  of  which  there  have  been,  I 
am  informed,  many  instanrcs  in  America;  an<l  neilher  the  J)u(('h  (Nip- 
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t^iiiis  nor  owners  bavo  cvor  coni[)1aine(l  of  ibis  as  a  violation  of  the  flag 
of  tbeir  nation  nor  chvinioil  its  right  of  protecting  our  goods  in  their 
ships,  bnt  have  delivered  theui  up  to  the  English  on  receiving  their 
freight. 

(3)  Because  a  treaty  has  been  long  since  ottered  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  to  Ilolhind,  in  wliich  tliere  was  an  article  that  free  ships 
should  nnike  free  goods,  but  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  that  offer, 
and  it  was  nnderstood  titat  till  such  a  treaty  was  entered  into  the  old 
law  of  nations  took  place,  by  which  the  i)roperty  of  an  enemy  was 
deemed  a  good  prize  wherever  found  j  and  this  vessel,  charged  with 
English  property,  being  brought  in  on  the  captain's  voluntary  declara- 
tion that  it  was  such,  before  the  intention  of  the  neutral  powei-s  to 
change  that  law  could  be  known,  it  was  thought  that  the  captor's 
right  to  the  cargo  could  not  fairly  be  refused. 

I  hope  these  reasons  and  the  orders  I  had  given  will  be  satisfactory 
to  his  excellency  the  ambassador  of  their  high  mightinesses,  whom  I 
highly  esteem  and  respect.  1  am  perfectly  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of 
your  excellency's  reflections  on  the  subject,  an<l  you  will  always  find 
me  pursuing  a  conduct  conformable  to  those  just  sentiments. 

With  regard  to  the  observation  of  M.  de  Sartine  on  the  **  inconven- 
ience resulting  from  American  privateers  fitted  out  a«  the  Black  Prince 
is,  by  Frenchmen,  and  yet  not  subject  to  the  same  forms  and  laws  with 
3'our  privaterrs,''  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  by  the  express  words  of 
the  commission  granted  to  them  they  are  directed  to  submit  the  prizes 
they  shall  carry  into  .any  i)ort  in  the  dominions  of  a  foreign  state  to  the 
judgment  of  the  admiralty  courts  established  in  sach  ports  or  states, 
and  acconling  to  the  usages  tliere  in  force.  Several  of  our  first  prizes 
brought  into  France  were,  if  1  mistake  not,  so  judged;  and  it  was  not 
upon  any  request  of  mine  that  such  causes  were  afterwards  referred  to 
me,  nor  am  I  desirous  of  continuing  to  exercise  that  jurisdiction.  If, 
therefore,  the  judgment  I  liave  given  in  the  case  of  the  Flora  is  not 
api)roved,  and  the  Council  of  Prizes  will  take  the  trouble  of  re-ex.amin- 
ing  ami  trying  that  cause  and  those  of  all  other  prizes  to  loe  brought  in 
hereafter  by  American  cruisers,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  and 
from  the  very  terms  above  mentioned  of  the  commission  I  think  it  will 
also  be  agreeable  to  the  Congress.  Nor  do  I  desire  to  encourage  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers  in  France  by  the  king's  subjects  with  American 
commissions.  I  have  had  many  applications  of  the  kind,  which  I  have 
refused,  advising  the  owners  to  apply  for  the  commissions  of  his  maj- 
esty. The  case  of  the  JUaclc  Prince  was  paiticnlar.  She  had  been  an 
old  smuggler  on  the  coasts  of  England  and  Ireland,  was  taken  as  such 
and  carried  into  Diiblin,  where  her  crew  found  means  to  break  prison, 
cut  their  vessel  out  of  the  harbor,  and  escaped  with  her  to  Dunkerque. 
It  was  rei)resent.ed  to  me  that  the  people,  being  all  English  and  Irish, 
were  afraid  to  continue  their  smuggling  business,  lest  if  they  should 
be  again  taken  they  might  be  punished  as  British  subjects  for  their 
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crime  at  Dublin,  and  tliat  they  were  willing  to  ^^o  n  privateering  against 
the  English;  but  speaking  no  other  langaago,  they  imagined  they 
might,  if  taken,  better  pass  as  Americans  if  tli(*y  liad  an  American 
commission,  than  as  Frenchmen,  if  under  a  French  commission.  On 
these  grounds  I  was  applied  to  for  a  commission,  which  I  granted  be- 
lieving that  such  a  swift  vessel,  with  a  crew  that  knew  so  well  all  ]>art8 
of  the  enemy's  coasts,  might  greatly  molest  their  cosisting  trade.  Her 
firstsuccess  occasioned  adding  the  Black  Princess,  by  the  same  owners, 
and  between  them  they  have  taken  and  sent  in,  orransomed  or  destroyed, 
an  amazing  number  of  vessels;  I  think  near  eighty,  l^ntl  shall  continue 
to  refuse  granting  any  more  commissions  except  to  American  vessels; 
and  if,  under  the  circumsUinces  above  represeiit«Ml,  it  is  tbought  never- 
theless inconvenient  that  the  commissions  of  the  liUtck  Vrince  and  Prin- 
cess ^YionXA  Qowtxuno^^j  I  will  immediately  recall  them. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  your  excellency's. 


Jay  to  Neufville  &  Sou,  at  Amsterdam. 

ISlADKiD,  June  J 8,  1780. 

GBNTLiiMEN:  Accept  uiy  thanks  for  your  f.ivois  on  the  subject  of 
the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  I/iurens.  The  kind  concern  you  take  in  the 
credit  and  prosi>erity  of  the  United  Stsites  merits  their  acknowledg- 
ments, and  I  shall  take  the  first  op]>ortuiiity  of  communicating  to  Con- 
gress your  very  friendly  propositions  relative  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
bills. 

Whether  Dr.  Franklin  is  in  circumstances  to  agree  to  these  proposi- 
tions 1  know  not.  They  certainly  are  very  generous  and  liberal,  and 
would  be  attended  with  very  happy  effects.  1  am  persuaded  that  Con- 
gress would  strain  every  nerve  to  fulfill  them.  1  have  no  intelligence 
whatever  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  am  much  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what 
should  detain  him. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

.loiiN  Jay. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
['i'niiislntion.] 

riiiLADELniiA,  June  IS,  1780. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  minister  of  France,  has  witnessed  the  ellorts 
of  Congress  to  enable  the  conimander-in-cliief  to  make  a  glorious  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign  ;  he  is  convinced  of  the  zeal  with  which  all 
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to  tbo  Kupply  oC  these  troops  aiul  to  the  f 
The  king,  afUcr  the  positive  assuniucoi 
not  the  least  doubt  that  the  American  am 
strong  J  not  includinf/  commissioned  officers, 
a  condition  to  undertake  the  mont  vigorous  i 
enemy  in  the  posts  ichivh  he  occupies  with 
States.    Congress,  while  giving  these  assiii 
manner  the  wish  that  a  Freneh  sqnadroi 
tions  of  the  land  troo]>K.    The  king  has  h 
reqiiCKts  of  the  thir(<»en  Stntes.    Their  iw 
measures  which  his  ninjesty  has  tak(*n.     . 
arrival,  and  the  French  generals  exp(*ct 
numbers  ready  to  enter  n]H)n  action.     If  a 
Ihey  are  deprived  of  the  (50  operation  up< 
rely,  the  most  precious  time  for  action  will 
time  to  take  the  necessary  mesisures  for  dc 
re-enforcements;  the  soldiers' ardor  will  I 
this  delay  will  csuise  the  loss  of  all  the 
which,  if  conducted  with  suitable  prompti 
been  made  most  useful  to  the  common  cau 
It  being  manifestly  necessary  to  com]>le 
has  no  doubt  that  Congress,  as  well  from 
as  to  its  own  glory  and  the  performance  of 
take  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object 
those  which  have  hitherto  been  taken.    U 
arrangements  will   be  made   for  constan 
whole  campaign  the  number  which  has  b( 
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that  it  will  bo  pleased  to  put  him  in  a  situation  to  transmit  to  his  court 
satisfactory  details  respectiupf  the  fulflllmeut  of  the  assurances  made 
to  him  b}'  Congress  in  January  last.* 

LUZKRNK. 


J.  Adama  to  Vergennoa.t 

Paris,  June  20, 1780. 

Si&:  Last  evening  I  received  the  letter  an  extract  of  which  1  have 
the  honor  to  enclose.  It  is  from  Gerry,  a  member  of  Congress,  who 
has  been  a  member  of  their  treasury  board  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1776.t 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Congress  did  not  publisli  their 
resolution  to  pay  oif  the  loan  oflice  certificates  according  to  the  value 
of  money  at  the  time  of  their  being  respectively  issued  with  their  reso- 
lutions of  the  L8th  of  March;  because  this,  I  think,  would  have  ])re- 
vented  the  alarm  that  has  been  spread  in  Euro[)e.  It  will  be  found 
that  almost  nil  the  interest  that  European  merchants  or  others  have  in 
our  funds  lies  in  these  certificates,  and  that  alnu>8t  all  the  paper  bills 
now  in  possession  of  their  factors  in  America  have  been  received  within 
a  few  months  immediately  before  the  18th  of  JMarch,  and  consequently 
received  at  a  depreciation  of  forty  for  one  at  least,  perhaps  at  a  much 
greater. 

Although  some  Europeans  may  have  considerable  sums  in  loan- 
oflice  certificates,  yet  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  whole  will  be 
found  much  less  than  is  imagined.  They  have  realized  their  property 
generally  as  they  went  along.  Some  may  have  purclmsecl  lands,  others 
have  purchiised  bills  of  exchange,  others  have  |>ur(*.h:ised  the  |)roduc(^ 
of  the  country,  which  the^'  have  exported  to  St.  EustsUia,  to  the  French 
West  India  islands,  and  to  Europe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vei'geniiea  to  J.  Adams.  ^ 

[Tniiislntion.] 

VlORSAILLES,  JiniC  21,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  luivo,  done  ine  the  honor 
to  write  to  me  on  the  ICth  ot  this  month,  and  also  the  extract  of  the  let- 
ter addressed  to  you  from  Boston,  dated  Ai)ril  2(J. 

*  Sco  tbo  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  this  l«»ttor  in  the  public  jour- 
nal of  CongrcHS  under  the  date  of  June  21,  17HU. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  8tate ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Uev.  Corr.,  \VJ ;  7  .J.  Adams'  Works,  1H8. 

t  See  Gerry  to  J.  A<laniH,  May  5,  17H(),  supra. 

$MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  '.\  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Cor.,  loO,  with  vorl)al  changes ;  7  J.  Adams* 
Works,  lUO. 
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From  tbiH  it  appears  tliat  the  •'ussembly  of  Miissachnsetts  has  deter- 
iniiicd  to  adopt  the  resolution  of  Congress  flxing  the  value  of  tiie  pa|>cr 
money  at  forty  for  one  in  specie.  On  reading  that  resolution  I  was  per- 
suaded that  it  liad  no  other  object  than  that  of  restoring  the  vahio  of 
the  paper  money  by  lessening  its  quantity,  and  that  in  consequence  of 
that  operation  the  paper  not  brought  in  would  take  its  course  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances,  that  wouhl  give  it  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
credit.  What  confirmed  nie  in  this  opinion  was  the  liberty  given  to  the 
possessors  of  the  paper  money  to  carry  it  to  the  treasury  of  their  State 
or  to  keep  it  in  their  own  possession.  But  from  the  information  I  have 
since  received,  and  the  letter  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate to  me,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress 
to  maintain  the  ]mper  money  invariably  at  the  exchange  of  forty  for 
one,  and  to  settle  on  that  footing  all  the  paper  money  which  luis  l>een 
thrown  into  circulation,  in  order  to  reduce  insensibly  the  two  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  for  which  it  is  indebted  to  five  nullions. 

I  will  not  presume,  sir,  to  criticise  upon  this  operation,  l)ecause  I  have 
no  right  to  examine  or  comnient  upon  the  internal  arrangements  which 
Congress  may  consider  ivsj list  and  profltaible;  and  moreover  I  readily 
agree  that  there  amy  be  some  situations  so  critical  as  to  force  the  best 
regulated  and  best  (established  governments  to  adoi^t  extraordinary 
measures  to  repair  their  linancves  an<l  put  them  in  condition  to  answer 
the  public  expenses;  and  this  1  am  persuaded  has  been  the  principal 
reason  that  induced  Congress  to  depreciate  the  money  which  they  them- 
selves have  emitted. 

l>ut  while  I  admit,  sir,  that  that  assembly  might  have  recourse  to  the 
expcMlient  above  mentic)n<Ml  in  order  to  remove  their  load  of  debt,  I  aia 
tar  from  agreeing  that  it  is  Just  or  agreeable  to  the  ordinary  course  of 
things  to  extend  the  cllect  to  strangers  lus  well  Jis  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  ought  to  bo  confined  to 
Americans,  and  that  an  exception  ought  to  be  mjule  in  favor  of  strangers, 
or atleast  that  some  means  ought  to  be  devised  to  indemnify  them  for 
the  losses  they  may  suller  by  the  general  law. 

In  order  to  make  you  sensible  of  the  truth  of  this  observation,  1  will 
only  remark,  sir,  that,  the  Americans  alone  ought  to  support  the  expense 
which  is  occjusioned  by  the  <lefense  of  their  liberty,  and  that  they  ought 
to  consider  the  depreciation  of  their  paper  money  only  as  an  impost 
whicli  ought  to  fall  uiK>n  themselves,  as  the  i)aper  money  w;is  at  first 
establislie<l  only  to  relieve  them  front  the  necessity  of  i)aying  taxes.  I 
will  only  add  that  tiu^  Kiencih,  if  they  jvre obliged  to  submit  to  the  re- 
duction i)roposed  by  (Congress,  will  find  themselves  victims  of  their  zeal, 
and  I  may  say  of  the  raslinoss  with  which  they  exposed  themselves  in 
furnishing  the  Americans  with  arms,  ammunition,  <ind  clothing;  and, 
in  a  word,  with  all  things  of  the  tirst  necessity  of  which  the  Americans 
at  the  time  stood  in  need.  You  will  agree  with  me,  sir,  that  this  is  not 
what  the  subjects  of  the  king  ought  to  expect;  iiud  that,  after  esc^ipiog 
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the  dangern  of  the  sea,  the  vigihiiice  of  the  Eii^^lisli,  instead  of  d lend- 
ing to  nee  themselves  plundered  in  America  they  ought,  on  tlie  contrary, 
to  expect  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  all  the  Americans,  and  believe 
that  their  property  will  be  as  secure  and  sacred  in  America  sis  in  France 
itself. 

It  was  with  this  pei  suasion,  and  in  reliance  on  public  faith,  that  they 
received  paper  money  in  exchange  for  their  merchandise,  and  kept  that 
paper  with  a  view  to  employ  it  in  new  speculations  of  commerce.  Tlie 
unexpected  reduction  of  this  paper  overturns  all  their  calculations,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  ruins  their  fortune.  I  ask,  sir,  if  tliese  conse- 
quences can  induce  you  to  believe  that  this  act  of  Congress  is  propor  to 
advance  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  their 
promises,  to  invite  the  European  nations  to  run  the  same  risks  to  wliich 
the  subjects  of  his  majesty  have  exposed  themselves  I 

These,  sir,  are  the  principal  reflections  occasioned  by  tlio  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  IStli  March.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate 
them  to  you  with  an  entire  confidence,  because  you  are  tooenliglitened 
not  to  feel  the  force  and  justice.,  and  too  much  attached  to  your  country 
not  to  use  all  your  endeavors  to  engage  it  to  take  steps  to  do  justice  to 
the  subjects  of  the  king. 

I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  tlie  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  make  the  strongest  represen  fat  ions  on  this  subject, 
and  that  the  king  is  firmly  persusuled  that  the  United  States  will  be 
forward  to  give  to  him  on  this  occasion  a  mark  of  their  attachment  by 
granting  to  his  subjects  the  just  satisfiU'.tion  which  they  solicit  and  ex- 
pect from  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  United  St^ites. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Ok  Vkikjennes. 


J.  Adams  to  Franklin.* 

rAUTS,  June  22, 17S0. 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  the  honor  of  a  letter  from  his  excellency  the 
Count  de  Vergennes  on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  18th  of  March  concerning  the  paper  bills,  in  which  his  excellency 
informs  me  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  has  orders  to  make  the 
strongest  representations  upon  the  subject.  I  am  not  certain  whether 
his  excellency  means  that  such  orders  were  sent  so  long  ago  as  to  have 
reached  the  hand  of  the  minister  at  Congress,  or  whether  they  have 
been  lately  expedited.  Jf  the  latter,  I  submit  to  your  excelleiu\7 
whether  it  would  not  bo  expedient  to  request  that  those  orders  may  be 
stopped  until  proper  representations  can  be  made  at  court,  to  the  end 
that  if  it  can  be  made  to  appear,  as  I  firmly  believe  it  may,  that  those 
orders  were  given  upon  misinformation,  they  may  be  revoked;  otherwise 
sent  on. 


MSS.  Dop.  of  Stuto;  3  Sparka'  Dip.  Uev.  Corr.,  1G2,  with  verbal  changes. 
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Yonr  exoelloiicy  will  oxcuso  this,  becanse  it  appears  to  me  a  mattef 
of  very  great  importance.  Tlio  adair  of  our  paper  is  sufficieutly  dau- 
gerous  and  critical,  and  if  a  representation  from  his  majesty  should  be 
made  advantiiges  will  not  fail  to  be  taken  of  it  by  the  tories  and  by 
interested  and  disai)point<)d  speculators,  who  may  spread  an  alarm 
among  many  uninforme<l  people  so  as  to  endanger  the  public  peace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

N.  H. — This  lettiu*  wiws  written  aiul  sent  on  the  22d,  though  dateil  by 
mistake  the  23d. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergeniies.* 

Taris,  Jum  22,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  this  day  the  letter  which  your  excellency  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  21st  of  this  month. 

1  thank  your  excellency  for  the  confidence  which  induced  you  to  com- 
nuinicate  this  letter  to  me,  and  the  continuance  of  which  1  shall  ever 
study  to  deserve. 

When  3'our  excellency  says  that  his  majesty's  minister  at  Congress 
has  already  received  orders  to  make  representations  against  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  of  the  ISth  of  March  as  far  as  they  afifect  his  sub- 
jects, I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  with  certainty  whether  your  excellency 
means  only  that  such  orders  have  lately  passed  and  are  sent  off  to  go 
to  America,  or  whether  you  mean  that  such  orders  were  sent  so  long 
ago  as  to  have  reached  the  hand  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 

If  the  latter  is  your  excellency's  nicjining,  there  is  no  remedy;  if  the 
former,  I  would  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration  whether 
those  orders  niay  not  bo  stopped  and  delayed  a  little  time,  until  his 
excellency  Mr.  Franklin  may  have  opportunity  to  make  his  represenUi- 
tions  to  his  majesty's  ministers,  to  the  end  that,  if  it  should  appear  that 
those  orders  were  issued  in  consequence  of  misinformation,  they  may 
be  revoked  ;  otherwise  sent  on. 

I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  .write  fully  to  your  excellency  upon  this 
subject  without  loss  of  time ;  and  although  it  is  a  subject  on  which  I 
pretend  not  to  an  siccuraUi  knowledge  in  the  detail,  yet  I  Hatter  myself 
1  am  so  far  master  of  tlu^  principles  as  to  demonstrate  that  the  plan  of 
Conj^ress  is  not  only  wise,  hut  just. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

•  xMSS.  l)ii|).  of  state  ;  :i  SpaikM'  Dip.  Uov.  (jorr.,  l.Vi;  7  J.  A<laiiiH'  Works,  VSX 
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Franklin  to  Johnson.* 

i*ASSY,  June  22,  1780. 

SiB:  I  duly  received  the  houor  of  your  letter  acqiuiiiitiiig  ine  with 
your  acceptauce  of  the  trust  you  were  api)oiiited  to  by  Congress,  and 
your  readiness  to  euter  upon  the  execution  of  it.  I  have  delayed  hith- 
erto requesting  your  coming  to  Paris  for  that  purpose,  because  J\Ir. 
Deane,  who  had  the  cliief  management  of  all  the  mercantile  aifairs  and 
whose  presence  as  well  as  papers  might  be  necessary  to  ex])lain  those 
transactions,  has  been  long  daily  expected  here,  having  written  to  me 
in  December  last  from  Virginia  that  he  was  there  on  his  way  to  France, 
was  to  sail  in  the  Fendant,  a  French  n)an-of-war,  for  Martinique,  and 
thence  take  a  passage  hither.  We  have  heard  some  time  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Fendant  at  that  island,  but  I  hear  nothing  of  Mr.  Deane.  When 
I  reflect  on  my  time  of  life  I  grow  more  impatient  to  have  those  jvc- 
counts  settled ;  if,  therefore,  Mr.  Deane  shouhl  not  arrive  in  the  course 
of  a  month  I  must  then  desire  you  would  come  u)).  J^ring  with  you,  if 
you  can,  a  good  clerk  that  is  an  accountiint,  to  co^iy,  etc.,  and  let  us  do 
the  business  together  as  well  as  we  can. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  act  of  assembly  from  Maryland  reLiting  to  their 
money  in  England,  I  wrote  to  the  commissioners  there,  sent  them  the 
original  act  after  taking  a  copy,  and  desired  their  immediate  answer 
whether  they  would  execute  the  trust,  as  something  was  required  of  me 
to  be  done  in  case  of  their  refusal.  I  have  but  just  learnt  by  a  letter 
from  Mr.  liussel  that  mine  got  to  hand.  He  wrote  me  of  the  13th  in- 
stant that,  Mr.  Haubury  being  at  Bath  for  his  health,  he  had  written  to 
him,  desiring  to  see  liim  in  town  to  answer  my  letter;  that  the  answer, 
dated  the  10th  current,  was  he  should  certainly  be  in  town  in  a  month 
or  sooner;  and  Mr.  Ilussel  adds,  when  he  comes  you  may  dei)cnd  on 
our  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergeiincs.t 

1»AI11S,  Jioic  22,  17S0. 

Sir:  I  this  day  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  21st. 

I  have  the  honor  to  agree  with  your  excellency  in  opinion  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  redeem  all  their  papor  bills  which  are  ex- 
tant at  an  exchange  of  fortj^  for  one,  by  which  nirans  the  two  hnndred 
millions  of  dollars  which  are  out  will  be  reduced  to  abonfc  live  millions. 


» 


AISS.  Dej).  of  State. 

t  .'J  Sparks'  Dip.  Uov.  Corr.,  15:5;  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  liKJ.  Tliis  letter  is  cri(icis«<l 
by  Vorgoiinos  to  Franklin,  and  l>y  Vcr/jjoiuKiH  to  Adaiiis,  .Juno  !>0,  17H0;  and  Franklin 
afterwards  dissented  from  it  in  a  letter  to  Vergennos,  Jnly  1(»,  1780,  infra. 
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X  a])prcliciHl,  with  your  excellency^  that  it  was  necessary  for  tbo  Con- 
gress to  put  tlionuselves  in  a  condition  to  defray  the  public  expenses. 
Tliey  found  tlioir  currently  to  be  so  depreciated  and  so  rapidly  depre- 
ciating, that  a  further  emission,  sufficient  to  discharge  the  pablic  ex- 
penses another  year,  ^yould  have  probably  deprecuited  it  to  two  hun- 
dred for  one;  perhai>s  would  have  so  totiiUy  discredited  it  that  nobody 
would  have  taken  it  at  any  rate.  It  was  absolutely  necessary^  then,  to 
stop  emitting.  Yet  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  an  army  to 
save  their  cities  from  the  fire  and  their  citizens  from  the  sword.  That 
army  mnst  be  fed,  clothed,  ])aid,  and  armed,  and  other  expenses  must 
bo  defrayed.  It  had  become  necessary,  therefore,  at  this  time  to  call 
in  their  paper;  for  there  is  no  nation  that  is  able  to  carry  on  war  by 
the  taxes  which  can  be  raised  within  the  year.  But  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  this  nec/essity  was  the  cause  of  their  calling  it  in  at  a 
d(»[)rociated  value,  because  I  am  well  convinced  that  they  would  have 
culled  it  in  at  a  depreciated  value  if  the  British  fleet  and  army  had 
been  withdrawn  from  the  United  States  and  a  general  peace  had  been 
concluded.  My  ro4uson  for  this  belief  is  the  evident  injustice  of  calling 
it  in  at  its  nominal  value-  a  silver  dollar  for  a  paper  one.  The  public 
hsis  its  rights  sis  well  as  individuals,  and  every  individual  has  a  share 
in  tlie  rights  of  the  public.  Justice  ie  due  to  the  body  politic  as  well 
as  to  the  possessor  of  the  bills;  and  to  have  paid  off  the  bills  at  their 
nominal  value  would  have  wronged  the  body  politic  of  thirty-nine  dol- 
lars in  every  forty  as  really  as  if  forty  dollars  had  been  paid  for  one  at 
the  first  emission  in  1775,  when  each  paper  dollar  wsis  worth  and  would 
fetch  a  silver  one. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  excellency  whether  you  judge  that  the  Con- 
gn»ss  ought  to  pay  two  hundird  millions  of  silver  dollars  for  the  two 
hundred  millions  of  pajx^.r  dollars  whitjli  are  abroad  I  I  presume  your 
excelleiK^}-  will  not  think  that  they  ought,  because  I  have  never  met  with 
any  ity.ui  in  America  or  in  l^^nrope  that  was  of  that  opinion.  All  agree 
that  Congress  ought  to  redeem  it  at  a  dejireciated  value.  The  only 
question,  then,  is  at  what  depreciation!  Shall  it  be  at  seventy-five, 
forly,  thirty,  twenty,  ten,  or  live  lor  one!  After  it  is  once  admitted 
that  it  ought  to  be  redeemed  at  a  less  value  than  the  nominal,  the  ques- 
tion arises  at  what  value  I  What  rule?  I  answer,  there  is  no  other  rule 
of  justice  than  the  current  value,  the  value  at  which  it  generfilly  passes 
from  man  to  nian.  The  (3o:igress  have  set  it  at  forty  for  one,  and  they 
are  the  bestjudges  of  this,  as  they  represent  all  ])arts  of  the  continent 
where  the  paper  circulates. 

1  think  there  can  be  little  need  of  illustration,  but  two  or  three  ex- 
amples may  make  my  in(»auing  more  obvious.  A  farmer  ha«  now  four 
thousand  dollars  for  a  pair  of  oxen,  which  he  sells  to  a  commissary  to 
subsist  the  army;  when  the  money  was  issued  in  1775  he  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  taken  on(»,  hundred.  A  laborer  has  now  twenty  dol- 
lars a  day  for  his  work;  five  years  ago  he  would  have  been  rejoiced  to 
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li.'ive  received  half  a  dollar.  The  8<'\iiio  with  tlio  artisan,  merchant,  and 
all  others,  but  those  who  have  fixed  salaries  or  money  at  interest. 
Most  of  tliese  X)er80ns  would  be  willing  to  take  hard  money  for  his  work 
and  his  produce  at  the  rate  he  did  six  years  ago.  Where  is  tlie  reason, 
then,  that  Congress  should  pay  them  forty  times  as  much  as  the}'  take 
of  their  neighbors  in  private  lifef 

The  amount  of  an  ordinary  commerce,  external  and  internal,  of  a 
society  may  be  computed  at  a  tixed  sum.  A  certain  sum  of  money  is 
necessary  to  circulate  among  the  society  in  order  to  carry  on  their 
business.  This  precise  sum  is  discoverable  by  calculation  and  reducible 
to  certjiinty.  You  may  emit  paper  or  any  other  currency  for  this  pur- 
l»ose  until  you  re:ich  this  rule,  and  it  will  not  depreciate.  After  you 
exceed  this  rule  it  will  depreciate,  .ind  no  [)ower  or  act  of  legislation 
hitherto  invented  will  prevent  it.  In  the  cjise  of  paper,  if  you  go  on 
emitting  forever,  the  whole  nniss  will  be  worth  no  more  Mian  that  was 
which  was  emitted  within  the  rule.  When  the  i)apor,  therefore,  <!omes 
to  be  I'edeemed  this  is  the  only  rule  of  justice  for  the  redem[)tion  of  it. 
The  Congress  have  fixed  five  millions  for  this  rule.  Whether  this  is 
mathematically  exact  I  am  not  able  to  say;  whether  it  is  a  million  too 
little  or  too  much  I  know  not.  But  they  are  the  best  judges;  and  by  the 
accounts  of  the  money  being  at  seventy  for  one  and  bills  of  exchange 
at  fifty-five  for  one  it  looks  as  if  five  millions  was  too  high  a  sum  rather 
than  too  small. 

It  will  be  said  that  the  faith  of  society  ought  to  be  sacred,  and  that 
the  Congress  have  pledged  the  public  faith  for  f  he  redemption  of  the 
bills  iit  tiie  value  on  the  face  of  them.  I  agree  that  the  public  faith 
ought  to  be  sacred.  I^ut  who  is  it  that  Invs  violated  this  failli  ?  Is  it 
not  every  man  who  has  demanded  more  paper  money  for  his  labor  or 
his  goods  than  they  were  worth  in  silver!  The  public  faith,  in  the 
sense  these  words  are  here  used,  would  require  that  Congress  should 
make  up  to  every  man  who  for  five  years  past  has  jiaid  more  in  paper 
money  for  anything  he  has  purchcosed  than  he  could  have  had  it  for  in 
silver.  The  public  faith  is  no  more  pledged  to  the  present  possessor 
of  the  bills  than  it  is  to  every  man  through  whose  hands  they  may  have 
psissed  at  a  less  value  than  the  nominal  value.  So  that,  according  to 
this  doctrine.  Congress  would  have  two  hundred  niillions  of  dollars  to 
pay  to  the  present  possessors  of  the  bills,  and  to  make  up  to  every 
man  through  whose  hands  they  nniy  have  passed  the  difl'erence  at  which 
they  passed  between  them  and  silver. 

It  should  be  considered  that  every  man,  whether  native  or  foreigner, 
who  receives  or  i>ays  this  money  at  a  less  value  than  the  nominal  value 
breaks  this  faith.  For  the  social  compact  being  between  the  whole  and 
every  individual,  and  between  every  individual  and  the  whole,  every 
individual,  native  or  foreigner,  who  uses  this  paper  is  as  umcU  bound 
by  the  public  faith  to  use  it  according  to  the  terms  of  its  emission  as 
the  Congress  is.     And  Congress  have  as  good  a  right  to  reproach  every 
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iiidividiial  who  now  (leiiisiiids  more  paper  for  bia  g:ood8  than  silver  irith 
a  broach  of  the  public  faith  as  he  has  to  reproach  the  public  or  thoir 
representatives. 

I  must  beg  your  excellency's  excuse  for  calling  your  attention  a  little 
longer  to  this  head  of  public  faith,  because  I  can  not  rest  easy  while 
my  country  is  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  faith,  and  in  a 
case  where  I  am  clear  they  h.ave  not  been  so,  especially  by  your  excel- 
lency, whoso  good  opinion  they  and  I  value  so  much.  This  public  faith 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  mutual  covenant,  and  he  who  would  claim  a  bene- 
fit under  it  ought  to  be  careful  in  first  fulfilling  his  part  of  it.  When 
Congress  issued  their  bills,  declaring  them  in  oflect  to  be  equal  to  sil- 
ver, they  unquestionably  intended  that  they  should  be  so  considered, 
and  that  they  should  bo  received  accordingly.  The  people  or  indi- 
viduals covenanted  in  effect  to  receive  them  at  their  nominal  value; 
and  Congress,  in  such  case,  agreed  ou  their  part  to  redeem  them  at  the 
same  rate.  This  seems  to  be  a  fair  and  plain  construction  of  this  cov- 
enant, or  public  faith;  and  none  other  I  think  can  be  made  that  will 
not  degenerate  into  an  unconscionable  contract,  and  so  destroy  itself 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  Congress  ever  inteiuled  that  if  the  time 
should  come  when  the  individual  refused  to  accept  and  receive  their  bills 
at  their  nominal  value,  and  demanded  and  actually  received  them  at  a 
less  value,  that  in  that  case  the  individual  should  be  entitled  to  de- 
mand and  receive  of  the  public  for  those  very  bills  silver  equal  to  their 
nominal  value!  The  consideration  is,  in  fact,  made  by  the  public  at 
the  very  instant  the  individual  receives  the  bills  at  a  discount;  and 
there  is  a  tacit  and  implied  agreement,  springing  from  the  principles  of 
natural  justice  or  equity,  between  the  public  and  the  individual,  that 
as  the  latter  has  not  given  to  the  former  a  considerjition  equal  to  the 
nominal  value  of  the  bills,  so  in  fact  the  public  shall  not  be  held  to  pay 
the  nominal  value  in  silver  to  the  individual.  Suppose  it  otherwise, 
and  how  will  the  matter  stand  ?  The  i)ublic  offers  to  an  individual  a 
bill  whose  nominnl  v;ilueis,  for  examine,  forty  dollars,  in  lieu  of  forty 
silver  dollars;  the  iiulividual  says,  t  esteem  it  of  no  more  value  than 
one  silver  dollar,  and  the  public  pays  it  to  him  at  that  value;  yet  he 
conies  the  next  day,  when  the  bill  may  be  payable,  and  demands  of  the 
public  forty  silver  dollars  in  exchange  for  it.  And  why  ?  r>ecause  the 
bill  puri)orts  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  equal  to  forty  silver  dollars.  The 
answer  is  equally  obvious  with  the  injustice  of  the  demand.  Upon  the 
whole,  as  the  depreciation  (trept  in  gradually,  and  was  unavoidable,  all 
reproaches  of  a  bn^ach  of  i)ul)lic  faith  ought  to  be  laid  aside;  and  the 
only  ])roper  inquiry  now  really  is,  what  is  paper  honestly  worth!  What 
will  it  fetch  at  market  ?     And  this  is  the  only  just  rule  of  redemption. 

It  becomes  me  to  express  uiyself  with  deference  when  I  am  obliged 
to  dillcr  in  opinion  from  your  excellency;  but  this  being  a  subject  pe- 
culiar to  America,  no  example  entirely  similar  to  it,  that  I  know  of, 
having  been  in  Europe,  L  may  be  excused,  therefore,  in  explaining  my 
sentiments  upon  it. 
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]  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  your  excel] ency  so  far  as  to  think 
that  no  general  distinction  can  be  made  between  natives  and  foreign- 
ers. For,  not  to  mention  that  ti.'is  would  open  a  door  to  numberless 
frauds,  1  think  that  foreif^ners  when  they  come  to  trade  M'ith  a  nation 
make  themselves  temporary  citizens,  and  tacitly  consent  to  be  bound 
by  the  same  laws.  And  it  will  be  found  that  loreigners  have  had 
quite  as  much  to  do  in  depreciating  this  money  in  proportion  as  na- 
tives, and  that  they  have  been  in  proportion  much  less  sufTercrs  by  it. 
I  might  go  further,  and  say  that  they  have  been  in  proi)ortion  f^^reatcr 
gainers  by  it  without  suffering  any  considerable  .share  of  the  lo-ss. 

The  paper  bills  out  of  Am  erica  are  next  to  notliin^.  J  liavo  no  resison 
to  think  that  there  are  ten  thousand  dollars  in  all  Europe;  indeed  1 
do  not  know  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  agents  in  America  of  mer- 
chants in  Europe  have  laid  out  their  pciper  bills  in  lands,  or  in  indigo, 
rice,  tobacco,  wheat,  dour,  etc. ;  in  short,  in  the  produce  of  the  country. 
This  produce  they  have  shipped  to  Europe,  sold  to  the  king's  ships,  and 
received  bills  of  exchange,  or  shippe<l  to  the  West  India  islands,  where 
they  have  x)rocured  cash  or  bills  of  exchange.  The  surplus  they  have 
put  into  the  loan  offices  from  time  to  time,  for  loan  oHlces  have  been  open 
all  along  from  177G,  I  believe,  to  this  time.  Wh<Miever  any  person  lent 
2)ai>er  bills  to  the  public,  and  took  loan-ofticecertificiites,  he  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  taken  silver  in  exchange  for  the  bills  at  their  then 
depreciated  value.  Why  should  he  not  be  willing  now  I  Those  who 
lentpaper  when  two  paper  dollars  were  worth  one  in  silver  will  have  one 
for  two;  those  who  lent  when  forty  were  worth  one,  will  have  one  for 
forty;  and  those  who  lent  when  paper  was  as  good  as  silver,  will  have 
dollar  for  dollar. 

Your  excellency  thinks  it  would  be  hard  that  those  who  have  escaped 
the  perils  of  the  sciis  and  of  enemies  should  be  spoiled  by  their  friends. 
But  Congress  have  not  spoiled  any;  they  have  only  prevented  them- 
selves and  the  public  from  being  spoiled.  Bo  agent  of  any  Piuropean 
merchant,  in  making  his  calculations  of  prolit  and  loss,  ever  estimated 
the  depreciiited  bills  at  the  nominal  value ;  they  all  put  a  profit  upon 
their  go6ds  suflicient  to  defray  all  expenses  of  insurance,  freight,  and 
everything  else,  and  had  a  great  profit  besides,  receiving  the  bills  at 
the  current,  not  the  nominal  value. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  a  few  prices  current  at  Boston  the  last 
and  the  present  year,  in  order  to  show  the  profits  which  have  been 
made.  Bohea  tea,  forty  sous  a  pound  at  L'Orient  and  I^antes,  forty-five 
dollars;  salt,  which  costs  very  little  in  Europe  and  used  to  be  sold  for 
a  shilling  a  bushel,  forty  dollars  a  bushe!,  and  in  some  of  the  other 
States  two  hundred  dollars  at  times ;  linens,  which  cost  two  livres  a 
yard  in  France,  forty  dollars  a  yard  ;  broadcloths,  a  louis  d'or  a  yard 
here,  two  hundred  dollars  a  yard  ;  ironmongery  of  all  sorts,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  for  one;  millinery  of  all  sorts  at  an  advance  far  (ex- 
ceeding.   These  were  the  prices  at  Boston.    At  l*l'.iladeli)hia  and  in  all 
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otbcr  Statofi  they  were  much  higher.  These  prices  I  think  mast  ood- 
viiice  your  excellency  that  allowing  one  half,  or  even  two  thirds,  of  the 
vessels  to  be  t4i.ken,  llieie  is  room  enough  ior  a  handsome  profit,  de- 
ducting all  charges  and  computing  the  value  of  bills  at  the  rate  of  sil- 
ver at  the  time. 

There  are  two  other  sources  from  which  foreigners  have  miule  great 
profits:  The  difference  between  bills  of  exchange  and  silver.  Daring 
the  whole  of  our  history,  when  a  man  could  readily  get  twenty  five 
paper  dollars  for  one  in  silver,  he  could  not  get  more  than  twelve  paper 
dollars  for  one  in  a  bill  of  exchange.  Nearly  this  proportion  was  ob- 
served all  along,  sws  I  have  been  informed.  The  agent  of  a  foreign  mer- 
chant had  only  to  sell  his  goods  for  paper,  or  buy  paper  with  silver  at 
twenty-five  for  one,  and  immediately  go  and  buy  bills  at  twelve  for  one. 
So  that  he  doubled  his  money  in  a  moment. 

Another  source  was  this :  The  paper  motiey  was  not  alike  depreciated 
in  all  places  at  the  same  time.  It  was  forty  for  one  at  Philadelphia 
sometimes  when  it  was  only  twenty  at  Boston.  The  agent  of  a  foreign 
nien^hiint  had  only  to  sell  his  goods  or  send  silver  to  Philadelphia  and 
exchange  it  for  paper,  which  he  could  lay  out  at  Boston  for  twice  what 
it  cost  him,  and  in  this  way  again  double  his  property. 

This  depreciating  paper  currency  being,  therefore,  such  a  fruitful 
source  for  men  of  penetration  to  make  large  ))rofits,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  some  have  written  alarming  letters  to  their  correspond- 
ents. 

No  man  is  more  ready  than  I  jim  to  Jicknowledge  the  obligations  we  are 
umler  to  France  ;  but  the  (h)urisliing  state  of  her  marine  and  commerce, 
and  the  decisive  iiilluencc  of  her  councils  and  negotiations  in  Europe, 
which  all  the  worhl  will  allow  to  be  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
separation  of  America  from  her  inveterate  enemy  and  to  her  new  con- 
nections with  the  United  States,  show  that  the  obligations  are  mutual. 
And  no  foreign  merchant  ought  to  expect  to  be  treated  in  America 
better  than  her  native  merchants,  who  have  hazarded  their  property 
through  the  same  i)erils  of  the  seas  and  of  enemies. 

In  the  late  province  of  the  Massachusetts  l^^ry,  from  the  years  1715  to 
1750,  we  had  fall  expcrienceof  the  operation  ofpaper  money.  The  prov- 
ince engaged  in  exi)ensive  expeditions  Jigainst  Louis^jurg  and  Canada, 
which  occasioned  a  too  plentiful  emissionofi)aper  money,  inconsequence 
of  which  it  <lepreciatedto  seven  and  a  half  (or  one.  In  1750  the  British 
Parliament  granted  a  sum  of  money  to  the  province  to  reimburse  it  for 
what  it  had  expended  more  than  its  proportion  in  the  general  expense 
of  the  empire.  This  sum  was  bronght  over  to  Boston  in  silver  and  gold, 
and  the  legislature  determined  to  redeem  all  their  paper  with  it  at  the 
ilepreciated  valne.  Thrre  was  a  similar  alarm  at  first,  and  before  the 
matter  was  understood;  but  after  the  i)eople  had  time  to  think  upon 
it,  all  were  satisfied  to  receive  silver  at  fifty  shillings  an  ounce,  although 
the  face  of  the  bills  promised  an  ounce  of  silver  for  every  six  shillings 
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and  eight  pence.  At  tbat  tiuie  tbo  British  merchants  were  more  in- 
terested in  onr  paper  money,  in  proportion,  tlian  any  Enropeans  now 
are,  yet  they  did  not  charge  the  province  with  a  breach  of  faith,  or 
stigmatize  this  as  an  act  of  bankruiitcy.  On  the  contrary,  tbey  were 
satisfied  with  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  excellency  thsit  at  that  time  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts  were  subject  not  only  to  the  negative  of  the  kiii<:f'a  gov- 
ernor, but  to  a  revision  by  the  king  in  council,  and  were  there  liable  to 
be  affirmed  or  annulled.  And  from  the  ])artial  [>referen(;e  which  your 
excellency  well  knows  was  uniformly  given  to  tlie  subjects  of  the  king 
within  the  realm  when  they  came  in  competition  with  those  of  the 
subjects  of  the  Colonies,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  if  that  measure, 
when  thoroughly  cousi<lered,  had  been  unjust  in  itself,  but  the  mer- 
chants in  England  would  have  taken  the  alarm  and  procured  the  act 
to  be  disallowed  by  the  king  in  council.  Yet  the  merchants  in  Englantl, 
who  well  understood  their  own  interests,  were  quite  silent  upon  this 
occasion,  and  the  law  Wivs  conlirmed  in  the  council ;  nor  can  it  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  confirmed  there  in  a  manner  unnoticed.  It  had 
met  with  too  much  opposition  among  a  certain  set  of  interested  specu- 
lators in  the  then  province  for  that  supposition  to  be  made.  And  the 
case  of  the  British  merchants  at  that  time  di tiered  in  no  re8i>ect  from 
the  present  case  of  the  French  or  other  foreign  merchants,  except  that 
the  credits  of  the  former  were  vastly  greater,  and  they  must  have  con- 
sequently been  more  deeply  interested  in  that  measure  of  government 
than  the  latter  are  in  the  present  one.  Their  acquiescence  in  the 
measure  and  the  confirmation  of  that  act  must  liave  rested  upon  the 
full  conviction  of  the  British  administration  and  of  the  merchants  of 
the  justice  of  it.  Your  excellency  will  agree  in  the  ditliculty  of  making 
any  distinction  between  the  French  merchant  and  the  Spanish  or  ])utch 
merchant  by  any  general  rule,  for  ail  these  are  interested  in  this  busi- 
ness. 

Your  excellency  is  pleased  to  ask  whether  I  think  these  i)roceedings 
of  Congress  proi)er  to  give  credit  to  the  United  States,  to  inspire  con- 
fidence in  their  promises,  and  to  invite  the  European  nations  to  ]>ar- 
take  of  the  same  risks  to  which  the  subjects  of  his  majesty  have  ex[>osed 
themselves  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  answer  your  excellency,  directly  and  candidly, 
that  I  do  think  them  proper  for  these  ends,  and  I  do  further  think  them 
to  be  the  only  measures  that  ever  could  acquire  credit  and  confidence 
to  the  United  States.  I  know  of  no  other  just  foundation  of  coulidence 
in  men,  or  bodies  of  men,  than  their  understanding  and  integrity ;  and 
Congress  have  manifested  to  all  the  world  by  this  plan  that  they  un- 
derstand the  nature  of  their  paper  currency ;  that  its  fluctuation  has 
been  the  grand  obstacle  to  their  credit,  and  that  it  was  neceSvSJiry  to 
draw  it  to  a  conclusion  in  order  to  introduce  a  more  steady  standard  of 
Qon^nierce;  that  to  this  eiul  the  repeal  of  their  laws  which  made  the 
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paper  a  touder  and  giviug  a  free  circulatioa  to  silver  and  gold  were 
necessary.  They  have  further  manifested  by  these  resolutions  that 
they  are  fully  possessed  of  the  only  principle  there  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  for  doing  justice  in  this  business  to  the  public  and  to  individuals, 
to  natives  and  foreigners,  and  that  they  a:  e  sufficiently  possessed  of 
tlio  confulence  of  the  pcoi)le  and  there  is  sufficient  vigor  in  their  gov- 
ernment to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Notwithstanding  ail,  if  any  European  merchant  can  show  any  good 
reason  for  excepting  his  Ptirticular  case  from  the  general  rule,  upon  a 
representation  of  it  to  Congress  1  have  no  doubt  they  will  do  him  jus- 
tice. 

Moreover,  if  his  excellency  the  Chevalier  tie  la  Luzerne  can  show  that 
the  sum  of  live  millions  of  dollars  is  not  the  real  worth  of  all  the  paiier 
money  that  is  abroad,  and  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  is  the  true  sum,  I 
doubt  not  Congress  would  alter  their  rule,  and  redeem  it  at  twenty  for 
one.  But  I  doubt  very  much  whether  this  can  be  shown.  But  I  can  not 
see  that  any  distinction  could  be  made  between  French  merchants  and 
those  of  other  nations  but  what  would  be  very  invidious  and  founded 
upon  no  principle.  1  can  not  see  th<at  any  distinction  can  be  made  be- 
tween natives  and  foreigners  but  what  would  have  a  most  unhappy 
eflect  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  in  America,  and  be  a  partiality  quite 
unwarrantable ;  and,  therefore,  your  excellency  will  see  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  take  any  steps  to  persuade  Congress  to  retract,  because  it 
would  be  <acting  in  direct  repugnance  to  the  clearest  dictates  of  my  un- 
derstanding and  judgment  of  what  is  right  and  fit. 

1  can  not  excuse  myself  from  adding  that  most  of  the  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  clothing  for  the  army  have  been  contracted  for  here  by  the 
ministers  of  Congress,  and  [)aid  for,  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for,  here  in 
silver  and  gold.  Very  little  of  these  articles  have  been  shipped  by  pri- 
vate adventurers.  They  have  much  more  commonly  shipped  articles  of 
luxury  of  which  the  country  did  not  stand  in  need,  and  upon  which  they 
must  have  made  vast  profits. 

Thus  have  I  communicated  to  your  excellency  my  sentiments  with 
that  freedom  which  becomes  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  intrusted  by 
the  public  with  some  of  its  interests.  I  entreat  your  excellency  to  con- 
sider them  as  springing  from  no  other  motive  than  a  strong  attachment 
to  the  union  of  the  States  and  a  desire  to  prevent  all  unnecessary  causes 
of  parties  and  disputes,  and  from  a  desire  not  only  to  preserve  the  alli- 
ance in  all  its  vigor,  but  to  prevent  everything  which  may  unnecessa- 
rily oi)pose  itself  to  the  alfectiou  and  confidence  between  the  two  na- 
tions, which  I  wish  to  sec  increased  every  day,  as  every  day  convinces 
me  more  and  more  of  the  necessity  that  France  and  America  will  be 
under  of  cherishing  their  mutual  connections. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Franklin  to  Dumae.  * 

Tassy,  June  22,  1780. 

Dbab  Sib:  Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  for  the  gcutlemaii  you  recoiD' 
lueud  to  me.  He  seems  to  bo  a  man  of  abilities.  The  words  ''  before 
I  leave  Europe^  lifiUL  uo  relation  to  my  particular  immediate  atteii- 
tioD,  but  to  the  general  one  I  flatter  myself  with,  of  being  able  to  re- 
turn and  spend  there  the  small  remains  of  life  that  are  left  me. 

I  have  written  distinctly  to  Messrs.  do  Keufville  concerning  those 

bills.    I  hear  that was  at  Kewbern  the  12th  of  April,  and  soon 

to  sail  from  thence  or  from  Virginia  for  Friiuce.  Probably  he  might 
not  sail  in  some  weeks  alter,  as  vessels  are  often  longer  in  fitting  out 
than  was  expected.  If  it  is  the  Fier  RodSriquey  a  fifty-gun  ship,  that 
he  comes  in,  I  have  just  heard  tliat  she  would  not  sail  till  the  middle 
of  May.  Herewith  you  have  the  judgment  relating  to  the  Florae  which 
I  thought  had  been  sent  before.  The  mischiefs  done  bj'  the  m<Tb  in 
London  are  astonishing.  They  were,  I  heard,  within  an  ace  of  de- 
stroying the  bsink,  with  all  the  books  relating  to  the  funds,  which  would 
have  created  infinite  confusion. 

I  am  grieved  at  the  loss  of  Charleston.    Let  me  hope  soon  to  hear 

better  news  from  the  operations  of  the  French  and  Spanish  forces  gone 

to  America. 

13.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — As  the  English  do  not  allow  that  we  can  make  legal  prizes, 
they  certainly  can  not  detain  the  Dutch  ship  the  Bcrlcenloos  on  pretense 
that  it  was  become  American  property  before  they  took  it.  For  the  rest, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  Congress  will  do  what  shall  appear  to  bo  just  on 
a  proper  representation  of  facts  laid  before  them,  which  the  owners 
should  appoint  some  persons  in  America  to  do.  Those  gentlemen  may 
depend  on  my  rendering  them  every  service  in  my  power. 


Jay  to  De  Neufville  &  Son.t 

Mauiud,  June  25, 1780. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favor  of  the  8th  instant  came  to  hand  yesterday. 
Tbe  receipt  of  the  letters  referred  to  in  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  last 
post  Your  plan  for  paying  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens  is  noble 
and  generous.  I  heartily  wish  it  may  succeed,  and  that  things  could  be 
so  adjusted  as  that  you  might  not  be  exposed  to  loss  or  inconvenience 
by  it.  But,  gentlemen,  as  to  this  matter  I  have  neither  instructions 
nor  tbe  means  of  preventing  the  evils  you  mention.  If  I  had  the  money, 
or  could  procure  it,  I  would,  without  hesitation,  engage  to  rejiay  you 
punctually,  but  that  is  not  the  case.    That  Congress  will  repay  you. 
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with  gratitnde,  I  mn  ccrUiiii,  but  whether  quite  bo  soou  as  yoar  conve- 
iiicuce  may  require  is  more  doubtful,  because  the  absence  of  Mr.  Laurens 
is  an  event  they  did  not  foresee,  and  consequently  did  not  provide 
against.  If  you  could  make  a  loan  for  the  United  States  in  your  coun- 
try the  money  might  be  applied  for  the  discharge  of  these  bills.  I  am 
sure  you  would  do  Congress  a  very  acceptable  service  by  it.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  from  Dr.  Franklin  on  this  subject.  You  may  rely  on  all  the 
aid  in  my  power  to  render,  and  I  should  be  very  ha])py  if  it  could  be 
equal  to  the  present  exigency.  I  am  not  without  difficulties  res(>ecting 
the  bills  drawn  upon  me.  If  these  difficulties  should  cesise,  and  I 
should  be  in  a  capacity  to  sissist  you,  I  will  immediately  let  you  know 
it,  but  of  this  there  is  as  yet  no  gresit  prospect. 

As  a  man  I  admire  and  esteem  your  conduct,  and  as  an  American  1 
tli.ank  you.  Be  assured,  therefore,  that  I  shall  omit  no  opportunity  of 
convyicing  you  of  the  regard  and  attachment  with  which  L  have  the 
honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Jtme  26,  1780, 

Sir:  The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March,  respecting 
the  paper  bills,  appeared  first  in  Europe,  as  recited  in  the  act  of  the 
assembly  of  Pennsylvania;  they  were  next  published  in  the  English 
newspapers,  as  taken  from  a  Boston  pai)er  published  by  the  council ; 
fit  last  the  resolutions  appeared  in  the  journ.ils  of  Congress. 

A  great  clamor  was  raised  and  spread  that  the  United  States  liJid 
violated  their  faith,  and  had  decl.ared  themselves  bankrupts,  unable  to 
pay  more  than  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  A  gentleman  soon  after  called 
on  nie,  and  told  mo  tiiat  the  court  was  alarmed,  and  that  the  Comte  do 
Vergenncs  would  be  glad  to  consult  me  upon  the  subject.  I  then  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Boston,  acquainting  mo  that  the  legislature  of 
]\Iassachusetts  had  adopted  the  plan.  Of  this  letter  I  sent  an  extract 
immediately  to  the  comte,  and  waited  on  him  at  Versailles,  where  I 
had  the  honor  of  a  long  conversation  with  his  excellency  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  desired  me  to  converse  with  his  first  secretary,  which  I  did 
particular!}'. 

Jlis  excellency  told  me  he  had  written  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  that 
I  should  receive  the  letter  the  next  day.  On  my  return  from  Versailles 
I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry,  informing  me  of  the  resolutions  to 
pay  the  loan-office  certificates  at  the  value  of  money  at  the  time  when 
they  were  issued.  1  had  before  told  the  comte  that  I  was  persuaded 
this  was  a  part  of  the  plan.  I  sent  an  extract  of  this  letter  also  to  the 
comte,  without  loss  of  time.    The  next  day  I  received  the  letter  from 
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his  excelJeDcyy  the  copy  of  which  ftiid  of  my  answer  are  enclosed. 
Yesterday  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Oouneclicut,  favoriMl  nie  with  a  law  of 
the  State  respecting  this  matter  and  an  estimate  of  the  gradual  prog- 
ress of  deprechition.  These  papers  I  forthwith  transmitted  to  his 
excellency.  I  am  determined  to  give  my  sentiments  to  his  majesty's 
ministers  whenever  they  shall  see  cause  to  ask  them,  although  it  is  not 
within  my  department,  until  I  shall  be  forbidden  by  Congress  ;  and  to 
this  end  1  shall  go  to  court  often  enough  to  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  ask  them,  if  they  wish  to  know  them. 

The  clamor  that  has  been  raised  has  been  so  industriously  spread, 
chat  I  can  not  but  suspect  that  the  motive  at  bottom  has  either  been  a 
wish  to  have  an  opportunity  of  continuing  the  profitable  speculations 
which  artful  men  are  able  to  make  in  a  depreciating  currency,  or  else, 
by  spreading  a  diilidence  in  American  credit,  to  discourage  many  from 
engaging  in  American  trade,  that  the  profits  of  it  may  still  continue  to 
be  confined  to  the  few. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J  GUN  Adams. 


Frauklin  to  Sartiiie.* 

Passy,  June  27,  1780, 

Sir:  I  am  very  thankful  to  his  majesty,  in  behalf  of  the  suflering 
owners  of  the  brigantine  Fair  Vlay^  for  his  goodness  in  ordering  to  be 
paid  to  them  fifteen  thousand  livres  out  of  your  treasury.  But  as  that 
sum  is  conceived  by  your  excellency  to  be  a  favorable  allowance,  in  con- 
sideration that  the  misfortune  happened  by  the  fault  of  Captain  Gid- 
dings,  and  the  owners  apprehend  there  was  no  fault  on  his  part  (being 
so  informed  by  deposition  upon  oath),  and  none  was  mentioned  or  sup- 
posed in  the  governor  of  Guadaloupe's  first  letter  to  your  excellency  on 
the  subject,  I  fear  they  will  think  the  sum  very  sn)all  as  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  loss  of  their  vessel,  valued  at  six  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

I  therefore  request  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  to  examine  with 
some  attention  the  said  depositions  and  the  valuation  (of  which  I  en- 
close the  duplicates),  and  if,  on  the  whole,  you  should  judge  the  matter 
improper  to  be  offered  at  present  for  his  majesty's  reconsideration,  you 
would  at  least  favor  me  with  the  informations  that  have  been  sent  to 
your  excellency  from  Guadaloupe  of  the  blamable  conduct  of  the  cap- 
tain, as  oy  communicating  those  informations  to  the  owners  I  may 
more  easily  satisfy  them  of  the  favorableness  of  the  sum  his  jnajcsty 
has  been  pleased  to  grant  them. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  by  their  letter,  whicii  I  send  herewith, 
that  they  desire  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams,  of  Nantes,  might  receive  for 
them  the  sum  that  should  be  granted.     I  am  therefore  farther  to  request 
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tbat  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  to  give  orders  to  your  treasurer 
to  accept  aud  pay  his  drafts  for  the  said  fifteen  tboiisand  livreis. 
Witb  great  respect,  sir,  etc., 

B  Franklin. 


J.  Paul  Jones  to  Morris.* 

I/Obibnt,  June  27,  1780. 

Honored  and  Dear  Sir:  I  bavo  deferred  writing  to  you  since  my 
return  to  tbls  kingdom  because  I  bad  orders  myself  to  return  in  tbe 
Alliance  immediately  to  IMiiladelpbia.  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  going 
to  court  in  April  to  procure  tbe  free  sale  of  tbe  Serapia  and  our  otber 
prizes,  and  was  received  by  tbe  royal  family,  government,  and  people 
witb  tliat  open  armed  affection  tbat  so  nobly  marks  tbe  cbaracter  of 
tbis  generous-minded  nation.  His  majesty  ordered  a  superb  sword  to 
be  made  for  me,  witb  an  inscription  in  Latin  on  tbe  blade  tbat  would  do 
lionor  to  tbe  greatest  admiral  in  bistory.  Tbe  king  directed  bis  minis- 
ter to  write  a  special  letter  to  tbe  President  of  Congress,  expressing  in 
tbe  strongest  terms  bis  personal  esteem  towards  me,  witb  bis  entire  ap- 
probation of  my  conduct,  particular  desire  to  promote  my  future  suc- 
cess, and  to  see  me  again  at  bis  court,  etc  To  tbis  bis  majesty  was 
pleased  to  add  a  letter  to  bis  minister,  M.  le  Cbevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
directing  bim  to  ask  permission  of  Congress  to  invest  me  witb  tbe 
order  of  Militiiry  Merit ;  an  bonor  tbat  was  never  before  offered  to  a 
stranger  wbo  bail  not  actually  served  eitber  in  tbe  army  or  navy  of 
France. 

1  returned  liero,  being  cbargcd  witb  despatcbes  of  government,  and 
baving  obtained  tbe  king's  sbip  Ariel  to  assist  witb  tbe  Alliance  in 
transporting  to  America  tiio  supply  of  arms  and  clotbing  tliat  is  now 
bore,  and  so  mucb  wanted  in  our  armies.  Tbe  Luzerne  and  several 
otlicr  mercbant  vessels  witii  cargoes  amounting  to  two  millions  of  livres 
were  waiting  for  my  convoy.  But  to  tbe  astonisbment  of  every  person, 
on  tbe  13tb  of  tbis  month  Captain  Landais  went  on  boa^d  ih^  Alliance 
while  I«ras  on  shore  witb  tiie  commandant  of  the  marine  to  take  meas- 
ures for  the  despatcli  of  tlie  Ariely  and  dechired  be  came  to  take  the 
command.  1  made  iiiinu'diate  application  to  tbe  commandant,  not 
choosing  to  have  any  particular  dispute  with  Captain  Landais  after  tbe 
charge  1  bad  given  in  against  him,  and  for  which,  witb  tbe  approbation 
of  this  government,  Dr.  Franklin  had  displaced  bim  seven  months  before 
and  given  him  money  to  bear  liis  expenses  to  America  for  trial.  1  was 
advised  to  send  an  cxihtss  with  the  acjcount  immediately  to  court.  I 
went  up  myself  and  returned  in  six  days. 

I  found  tlie  Alliance  at  the  entrance  of  Tort  Louis,  and  every  neces- 
sary disposition  was  made  to  stop  ber  from  going  out,  agreeable  to  the 
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within  docament;  bat  my  hninanity  would  not  suffer  me  to  romaiu  ft 
sileut  witness  of  bloodshed  betweeu  the  allied  subjects  of  France  and 
America.  My  having  prevented  that  scene  of  horror  has  been,  I  am 
persaadedi  no  small  disappointment  to  the  wicked  heart  and  empty 
head  of  Oaptaiu  Jjandais'  two  principal  advisers.  Such  a  scene  would 
have  been  an  excellent  ground  of  argument  for  the  tools  of  England 
against  France.  One  of  these  two  would-be  great  men  will  now  have 
his  carriage,  baggage,  and  family  transported  from  hence  in  the  space 
on  board  the  Alliance  that  should  have  been  occupied  by  the  soldiers' 
clothing;  while  the  red-ribboned  commodore  has  taken  advantage  of 
the  confusion,  and  inveigles  away  (Americansf)  from  English  dungeons 
and  fed  for  three  months  on  board  the  Alliance  in  order  to  man  the 
Ariel.  The  brave  men  who  so  gloriously  served  with  me  in  tlie  Ji(m 
Homme  Richard  are  now  confined  as  prisoners  in  the  hold  of  the  Alliance 
and  treated  with  every  mark  of  indignity.  I  had  requested  them  to 
complete  a  crew  for  the  Arielj  and  have  demanded  them  in  vain  for  tliat 
purpose.  I  can  not  see  where  all  this  will  end,  but  surely  it  must  full 
dreadful  on  the  heads  of  those  who  have  stirred  up  this  causeless  mu- 
tiny. For  my  own  part  I  siiall  make  no  other  remark  thnn  that  I  never 
directly  nor  indirectly  sought  after  the  command  of  the  Alliance  ;  but 
after  having,  in  obedience  to  orders,  commanded  her  seven  months,  and 
after  Mr.  Lee  had  made  a  written  application  to  me  as  commander  of 
that  ship  for  a  passage  to  America,  I  am  at  a  loss  what  name  to  give 
Mr.  Lee's  late  conduct  and  duplicity  in  stirring  up  a  muting'  in  favor 
of  a  man  who  was  at  first  sent  to  America  contrary  to  Mr.  Lee's  opinion 
by  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mfho  is  sictually  under  arrest  by  order  of  his  sover- 
eign. What  gives  me  the  greatest  pain  is  that  after  I  had  obt^iined 
from  government  the  means  of  transporting  to  America  under  a  good 
protection  the  arms  and  clothing  I  have  already  mentioned,  ]\Ir.  Jjee 
should  have  found  means  to  defeat  my  intentions.  I  thank  God  tlint  1 
am  of  no  party  and  have  no  brothers  or  relations  to  serve,  but  I  am 
convinced  that  Mr.  Lee  has  acted  in  this  matter  merely  because  I 
would  not  become  the  enemy  of  tlie  venerable,  the  wise,  sind  good 
Franklin,  whose  heart  as  well  as  hciul  does  and  will  always  do  honor  to 
human  nature.  I  know  the  great  and  good  in  this  kingdom  bettor, 
perhaps,  than  any  other  American  who  has  appeared  in  Euroi>e  since  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  and  if  my  testimony  could  add  anything  to  Frank- 
lin's reputation  1  would  witness  the  universal  veneration  and  est(M>ni 
with  which  his  name  inspires  all  ranks,  not  only  at  Versailles  and  all 
over  this  kingdom,  but  also  in  Spain  and  Holland.  And  I  can  add  from 
the  testimony  of  the  iirst  characters  of  other  nations  that  with  them 
envy  is  dumb  when  the  name  of  Franklin  is  but  mentioned. 

You  will  bear  me  witness,  my  worthy  friend,  that  I  never  asked  a 
favor  for  myself  from  (Jongress,  for  yon  have  seen  all  my  letters  and 
know  that  I  never  sought  any  indirect  influence,  though  my  ambition 
to  act  an  eminent  and  useful  part  in  this  glorious  revolution  is  un- 
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bounded.  I  pledge  myself  to  you  aud  to  America  that  my  zeal  [derives] 
new  ardor  from  the  oppositions  it  meets  with,  and  1  live  but  to  over- 
come them  aud  to  prove  myself  no  mock  patriot,  but  a  true  friend  to 
the  rights  of  human  nature  upon  principles  of  disinterested  philan- 
thropy. Of  this  I  liave  already  given  some  proofs,  and  I  will  give 
more.  Let  not,  therefore,  the  virtuous  Senate  of  America  be  misled 
by  the  insinuations  of  fallen  ambition.  Should  anything  be  said  to  my 
disadvantage,  all  I  ask  is  a  suspension  of  judgment  until  I  can  appear 
before  Congress  to  answer  for  myself. 

I  repeat  that  I  am  determined  to  steer  clear  of  party  and  to  keep 
within  my  line  of  duty  as  an  officer.  Deeply  sensible  of  the  obligation 
I  owe  to  your  friendship,  and  ardently  wishing  to  merit  the  affection  of 
every  good  American,  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect,  your  most  obliged  aud  very  humble  servant, 

Jno.  r.  Jones. 

N.  B. — I  will  do  my  utmost  to  return  immediately  to  America.  I  re- 
turn you  my  best  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  4th  November. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Cone;reB8/ 

[Trauslabioii.] 

Philadelphia,  June  28, 1780. 

Sm :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  of  inform- 
ing Congress  that  the  court  of  Madrid  has  sent  to  Havana  land  and 
naval  forces  sufllcient  to  make  a  powerful  diversion  there.  The  gov- 
ernor of  Havana,  liavinp;  been  informed  of  the  assurances  given  by  this 
iissembly  on  the  IGth  of  December  last  respecting  the  provisions  of 
which  the  islands  and  the  iieet  of  his  Catholic  majesty  might  stand  in 
need,  is  desirous  that  sucli  quantities  of  corn  as  shall  not  be  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  armies  destined  to  act  upon  this  continent 
may  be  successively  sent  to  him.  It  is  desirable  that  the  quantity  now 
about  to  be  sent  should  aiuonnt  to  three  thousand  barrels,  and,  with 
the  approbation  of  Coiijjrcss,  the  undersigned  will  give  immediate  or- 
ders to  some  mercliJiuts  of  this  city  to  make  purchases  in  the  States  in 
such  manner  as  Con<i;ress  shall  think  proper. 

The  governor  of  Havana  is  also  desirous  of  being  supplied  with  beef 
and  pork,  suet,  lard,  and  vegetables,  and  with  large  and  even  small 
live  cattle.  The  minister  of  France  entreats  Congress  to  be  pleased  to 
enable  him  to  send  to  Havana  a  favorable  answer  to  these  different  de- 
mands, and  he  will  take  i)lea8ure  in  transmitting  to  the  court  of  Madrid 
the  intelligence  of  the  facilities  for  supplies  of  provision  which  the 
Spanish  colonies  shall  have  enjoyed  throughout  the  thirteen  Stiites. 

Luzerne. 


*  r>  sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Coir.,  (JIM.     AnoilKsr  trniiBlatioD  is  given  in  the  secret  journals 
of  tl.ito. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  Presideut  of  Cougresa* 

Paris,  June  29, 1780. 

Sib  :  Tho  disputes  about  the  Alliance  have  beeu  so  critical  and  di^ia• 
greeable,  that  Gougress  will  pardou  me  for  making  a  few  observations 
upon  our  arrangements  here. 

I  apprehend  that  many  of  the  disputes,  delays,  and  other  inconven- 
iences that  have  attended  our  affairs  in  this  kingdom  have  arisen  froui 
blending  the  offices  of  political  minister,  board  of  admiralty,  chamber 
of  commerce,  and  commercial  agent  together.  The  business  of  the  min- 
ister is  to  negotiate  with  the  court,  to  propose  and  consult  upon  plans 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war,  to  collect  and  transmit  intelligence  from 
other  parts,  especially  concerning  the  designs  and  the  forces  of  the  en- 
emy. This  is  business  enough  for  the  wisest  and  most  laborious  man 
the  United  States  have  in  their  service,  aided  by  an  active,  intelli- 
gent, and  industrious  secretary.  But  added  to  all  this,  our  ministers 
at  the  court  of  Versailles  have  ever  been  overloaded  with  commercial 
and  admiralty  business,  complicated  and  perplexed  in  its  nature,  and 
endless  in  its  details.  But  for  this  I  am  persuaded  much  more  might 
have  been  done  in  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  the  United  States  might 
have  had  more  effectual  assistance,  and  France  and  Spain  too  fewer 
misfortunes  to  bewail. 

I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  propose  to  appoint  a  consul,  without 
loss  of  time,  to  reside  at  Nantes,  and  to  hiui  consign  all  vessels  from  the 
United  States.  I  think  it  should  .be  an  American,  some  merchant  of 
known  character,  abilities,  and  industry,  who  would  consent  to  servo 
his  country  for  moderate  emoluments.  Such  persons  are  to  be  found 
in  great  numbers  in  the  United  States.  There  are  many  applications 
from  French  gentlemen.  But  I  think  that  a  want  of  knowledge  of  our 
language,  our  laws,  customs,  and  even  the  humors  of  our  people — for 
even  these  must  be  considered — would  prevent  them  from  giving  satis- 
faction or  doing  justice.  Besides,  if  it  is  an  honor,  a  profit,  or  only  an 
opportunity  to  travel  and  see  the  world  for  improvement,  I  think  the 
native  Americans  have  a  right  to  expect  it ;  and,  further,  that  the  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  expect  that  whatever  advantages  are  honestly  to  bo 
made  in  this  way  should  return  some  time  or  other  to  America,  together 
with  the  knowledge  and  experience  gained  at  the  same  time. 

These  consuls,  as  well  as  the  foreign  ministers,  should  all  be  in- 
structed to  transmit  to  Congress  written  accounts  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary constitutions  of  the  places  where  they  are,  as  well  as  all  the  jul- 
vantages  for  commerce  with  tho  whole  world,  especially  with  the 
United  States.  These  letters  preserved  will  bo  a  repository  of  political 
and  commercial  knowledge  that  in  future  times  may  bo  a  rich  treasure 
tx)  the  United  States.    To  these  consuls  the  commercial  concerns  of  the 


•  M8S.  Dop.  of  State;  'A  Sparks'  Dip.  Ucv.  Corr.,  UV.\^  witli  verbal  clianges ;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  1208. 
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public  should  bo  cointnittod,  and  tbo  vessels  of  war.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary sometimes  to  send  a  frigate  to  Europe  to  bring  intelligence,  t4) 
bring  passengers,  even  perhaps  to  bring  commodities  or  fetch  stores. 
But  I  hope  no  frigate  will  ever  again  be  sent  to  cruise  or  be  put  under 
the  command  of  anybody  in  Europe,  consul  or  minister.  They  mjiy 
receive  their  orders  from  the  navy  board  in  America,  and  be  obliged  to 
obey  them.  I  have  liad  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  the  government 
of  these  frigates  when  I  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  niiuisters  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles  and  afterwards  at  Nantes,  I/Orient, 
and  Brest,  when  I  was  seeking  a  passage  home.  Disputes  were  per- 
petually arising  between  officers  and  their  crews,  between  captains  and 
their  officers,  and  between  the  officers  of  one  ship  and  another.  Thei-e 
were  never  officers  enough  to  compose  a  cour^martial,  and  nobody  had 
authority  to  remove  or  suspend  officers  without  their  consent;  so  that, 
in  short,  there  was  little  order,  discipline,  subordination,  or  decency. 

Another  thing,  when  frigates  are  under  the  direction  of  an  authority 
at  a  distance  of  three  or  four  hundred  miles  so  much  time  is  lost  in  writing 
and  sending  letters  and  waiting  for  answers,  it  has  been  found  an  intol- 
erable embarrassment  to  the  service.  It  is  now  two  years  since  consuls 
were  expected  and  a  secreUiry  to  this  mission.  It  is  a  great  misfortune 
to  the  United  States  that  they  have  not  arrived.  Every  man  can  see  that 
it  has  been  a  great  misfortune,  but  none  can  tell  how  great  There  is 
much  reason  to  believe  that  if  our  establishments  here  h.ad  been  ui>on 
a  well-digested  plan  and  completed,  and  if  our  affairs  had  been  urged 
with  as  much  skill  and  industry  as  they  might  in  that  case  have  been, 
that  we  should  at  this  moinent  have  been  blessed  with  peace,  or  at  lesvst 
with  tranquillity  and  security,  which  would  have  resulted  from  a  totivl 
expulsion  of  the  English  from  the  United  States  and  the  West  India 
islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Franklin.* 

Paris,  June  29,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  t^  cnclo.se  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Count  de 
Vcrgennos  to  mo  of  the  lilst  of  this  month  and  a  copy  of  my  answer  to 
his  excellency  of  tlie  22d. 

Tiiis  correspondence  is  upon  a  subject  that  has  lain  much  out  of  the 
way  of  my  particular  pursuits,  and  therefore  I  may  be  inaccurate  in 
some  things;  but  in  the  principles  I  am  well  i)ersuaded  I  am  right.  I 
hope  that  things  are  cxi)ljuncd  so  as  to  be  intelligible,  and  that  there 
is  nothing  inconsistent  with  that  decency  which  ought  in  such  a  case  to 
be  observed. 


'^  SparkH'  Dip.  K(  v.  C«>it  ,  H\:y ;  7  .1.  Ailams'  Works,  211. 
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If  your  excclloiicy  thinks  mo  materially  wrong  in  anything,  I  should 
be  much  obliged  to  you  to  point  it  out  to  me,  lor  I  am  open  to  convic- 
tion. 

This  affair  in  America  is  a  very  tender  and  dangerous  business,  and 
requires  all  the  address,  as  well  as  all  the  firmness,  of  Congress  to  extri- 
cate the  country  out  of  the  embarrassment  arising  from  it ;  sind  there 
is  no  possible  system,  I  believe,  that  could  give  universal  satisHiction 
to  all ;  but  this  appears  to  me  to  promise  to  give  more  general  satisfac- 
tion than  any  other  that  I  have  ever  heard  suggested.  I  have  added 
copies  of  the  whole  correspondence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Jefferson.* 

Paris,  June  20, 1780. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Mazzei  t  called  on  ine  last  evening  to  let  me  know 
he  was  this  morning  at  3  to  set  off  on  his  journey  to  Italy.  He 
desired  me  to  write  you  that  he  has  communicated  to  me  the  nature  of 
his  errand,  but  that,  his  papers  being  lost,  he  waits  for  a  commission 
and  instructions  from  you  ;  that  being  limited  to  five  per  cent.,  and  more 
than  that  being  given  by  the  powers  of  Europe,  and,  indeed,  having 
been  offered  by  other  States,  and  even  by  the  ministers  of  Congress,  he 


•  7  J.  Adftins'  Works,  210. 

t  Philip  Mazzoi  was  born  in  Tuscany  in  1730,  and  from  17r>.'>  to  1773  was  engaged  im 
business  in  London.    In  December,  1773,  lie  came  to  Virginia,  wilh  a  party  of  Ital- 
ians, with  the  view  of  snperintonding  tlieintroflaction  of  grapos  and  other  fruits  and! 
of  silk  cnltnre  in  Virginia.     When  in  America  he  became  intimat-o  with  JellurMon,. 
Madison,  and  Adams.     In  177'J  lie  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  arniN: 
for  Virginia;  and  when  in  Paris  came  in  conflict  with  Franklin,   who  diNcounto' 
uanced  all  movements  on  behalf  of  separate  States  to  obtain  Kuro|)ean  aid.    Tiiis  pro- 
duced in  him  a  prejudice  against  Franklin, afterwards  deprocntcd  by  JclTerson.   Maxzoi: 
revisited  the  United  States  in   17H4,  but  afteward  returned  to  Europe,  whore  he  at. 
tainod  political  preferment  in  Poland.      In  1802,  when  tlio  Fmperor  Ainxandor  was- 
interested  in  theilluminati,  to  whose  mystical  views  Maz/.ei  approached,  Mazzi^i  re- 
ceived a  Russian  pension,  which,  strange  as  the  inconsistency  may  appear,  he  Heems: 
to  have  enjoyed  till  his  death.     It  was  to  Mazzoi  tliat  .TetTcrHon  wrote  a  famous  letter* 
( April  24t  1796,  4  Jelf.  Works,  139),  which,  as  trauslate<l  (for  the  original  never  was* 
produced)  seemed  to  imply  that  Washington  was  affected  by  the  rcartion  towards 
Congress  then  exhibiting  itself  in  the  United  States.     With  Madison  Mazzei  was  im 
constant  correspondence  (see  1  Madison's  Writings,  41,444),  and  ho  appears  to  have 
been  on  friendly  terms  with  Patiick  Henry  (id.,  77).     His  vlnit  to  the  United  .Statos  im 
1784  was,  in  part,  toobtain  a  foreign  consulate,  in  which  ho  w:is  disappointed.    **  Mr. 
Adams  is  the  only  public  man  whom  he  thinks  favorably  of,  or  hoouih  to  have  .onho- 
ciated  with;  a  circumstance  which  their  mutual  characters  may  perha[)s  account^ 
for,"    (Madison  to  Jefferson,  April  25,  1784,  id.,  78.)     From  this  letter,  and  from  that 
of  Jefferson,  to  which  it  is  a  reply,  it  appears  that  Jeflbrson  looked  with  no  fav(»r  on^ 
Mazzei's  political  utterances.     Neither  M.adison  nor  JclVorson  had  any  idea  that  Maz- 
zei was  then  a  Kussian  ])onsionor.     Mazzoi  published  in  17H8  a  worl^  on  America,. 
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has  little  hopes  of  succeediug  at  so  low  an  interest ;  that  he  Bhall,  how- 
ever, eudeavor  to  prepare  the  way  iq  Italy  for  borrowing,  and  hopes  to 
be  useful  to  Virginia  and  the  United  States. 

I  know  nothing  of  this  gentleman  but  what  J  have  learned  of  him 
here.  His  great  affection  for  you,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Mason,  and  other 
choice  spiiits  in  Virginia,  recommended  him  to  me.  I  know  not  in  what 
light  he  stands  in  your  part ;  but  here,  as  far  as  I  have  had  opportu- 
nity to  see  and  hear,  he  has  been  useful  to  us.  He  kept  good  company 
and  a  good  deal  of  it.  He  talks  a  great  deal,  and  is  a  zealous  defender 
of  our  affairs.  His  variety  of  languages  and  his  knowledge  of  Amer- 
ican affairs  gave  him  advantages  which  he  did  not  neglect. 

What  his  success  will  be  in  borrowing  money  I  know  not.  We  are 
impatient  to  learn  whether  Virginia  and  the  other  States  have  adopted 
the  plan  of  Unances  recommended  by  Congress  on  the  I8th  of  March. 
I  think  we  shall  do  no  great  things  at  borrowing,  unless  that  system  or 
some  other,  calculated  to  bring  things  to  some  certain  and  steady 
standard,  succeeds. 

Before  this  reaches  you  you  will  have  learned  the  circumstances  of 
the  insurrections  in  England,  which  discover  so  deep  and  so  general  a 
discontent  and  distress,  that  no  wonder  the  nations  stand  gazingat  oue 
another  in  astonishment  and  horror.  To  what  extremities  their  confu- 
sions will  proceed  no  man  can  tell.  They  seem  unable  to  unite  in  any 
principle,  and  to  have  no  confidence  in  one  another.  Thus  it  is,  when 
truth  and  virtue  are  lost.  These,  surely,  are  not  the  people  who  ought 
to  have  absolute  authority  over  us  in  all  cases- whatsoever;  this  not 
the  nation  which  is  to  bring  us  to  unconditional  submission.  The  loss 
of  Charleston  has  given  a  rude  shock  to  our  feelings.  1  am  distressed 
for  our  worthy  friends  in  that  quarter.  But  the  possession  of  that  town 
must  weaken  and  perplex  the  enemy  more  than  us. 


^vllicll,  troiii  it-8  ultra  radicalism  and  i(8  iiiisconcoptiou  of  the  Amoricaii  HyHteiu,  Madi- 
Hon  Hcvoroly  coudoiuim  in  i\  letter  to  Mazxci  of  Docoiiibor  10,  1768.    (Id.,  444.) 

^lazzoi — for  Mazzoi'n  corrospoiidonco  with  John  Adams,  soe  John  Adams'  Works, 
vol.  7,  p.  G08;  vol.  1),  p.  552. 

An  interesting  letter,  dated  April  10, 1781  of  Patrick  Honry,  rocoramendiu^  Mazzei 
is  in  the  Droor  Collection  in  riiiladelphia. 

The  only  letter  on  record  from  Franklin  toMazzei  was  written  before  Franklin  left 
for  Franco,  and  rohitcs  mainly  to  Maxzei's  plans  for  silk  and  fruit  culture  in  America. 
Mazzei's  ahandonmtuit  of  his  silk  and  fruit  enterprise  in  Virginia  arose  from  )iis 
inability  to  obtain  Italian  experts  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolu- 
tion.  The  estate  of  ColhM,  near  Monticello,  which  was  bought  for  him  by  an  Ameri- 
can coni]>any  as  a  vineyard  for  ex])erimont,  has  since  been  shown  to  be  in  a  climate 
suited  for  that  culture.  This  neighborhood  brought  about  JefTerson's  acquaintance 
with  him,  and  the  obnoxious  passage  about  reaction,  above  alluded  to,  which  Mazzei 
selected  for  publication,  was  given  .at  the  end  of  a  long  answer  by  .leflorson  to  en- 
quiries by  Mazzei  as  to  his  pr«val(i  allairs.  It  niay  be  a  mistake  l«»  distrust  Mazzei'a 
professions  of  radicalisui,  but  hivS  relations  to  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  his  bitter 
antagonism  to  American  staU;smen  of  democratic  tendencies  make  his  sincerity  open 
to  doubt. 
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By  this  time  yoa  know  more  than  I  do  of  the  destination  and  the 
operations  of  French  and  Spanish  armaments.     May  they  have  suc- 
cess, and  give  us  ease  and  liberty,  if  the  English  will  not  give  us  peace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  affectionate  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vergennes  to  FrankUn.* 

Versailles,  June  30, 1780. 

Sm:  I  did  not  until  this  day  receive  the  letter  which  you  did  inc  tlie 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  24th  of  this  month. 

You  request,  in  consequence  of  an  ap[)lication  made  to  you  by  Mr. 
Adam.s,  that  the  orders  given  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  relative  to 
a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  last  should  bo  rovokcd,  or 
at  least  suspended,  as  that  plenipotentiary^is  able  to  i)rove  that  those 
orders  are  founded  on  false  reports. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  the  22d,  sent  me  a  long  dissertation  on  the  subject  in 
question,  but  it  contains  only  abstract  reasonings,  hypotheses,  and  cal- 
culations which  have  no  real  foundation,  or  which  at  least  do  not  apply 
to  the  subjects  of  the  king,  and  in  fine  principles,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  less  analogous  to  the  alliance  subsisting  between  his  majesty 
and  the  United  States. 

By  this,  sir,  you  can  judge  that  the  pretended  proofs  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Adams  are  not  of  a  nature  to  induce  us  to  cliaiige  our  opinion,  and 
consequently  can  not  effect  a  revocation  or  suspension  of  the  orders 
given  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  The  king  is  so  firmly  persuaded, 
sir,  that  your  private  opinion  respecting  the  effects  of  th<at  resolution 
of  Congress,  as  far  as  it  concerns  strangers,  and  especially  Frenchmen, 
differs  from  that  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  is  not  iipprehensive  of  laying 
you  under  any  embarrassments  by  requesting  you  to  support  the  repre- 
sentations which  his  minister  is  ordered  to  make  to  Congress.  And 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  do  this  with  a  complete  knowledge  of  the 
case,  his  majesty  has  commanded  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Adams,  the  observations  of  that  plenipotentiary,  and  my  answer 
to  him. 

The  king  expects  that  you  will  lay  the  whole  before  Congress,  and 
his  majesty  flatters  himself  that  that  assembly,  inspired  with  princi[)les 
different  from  those  which  Mr.  Adams  has  discovered,  will  convince 
his  majesty  that  they  know  how  to  prize  those  marks  of  favor  which  the 
king  has  constantly  shown  to  the  United  States. 

llowever,  sir,  the  king  docs  not  undertake  to  point  out  to  Congress 
the  means  which  may  bo  employed  to  indcninify  the  French  who  are 
holders  of  the  paper  money.     His  majesty,  with  resi)ect  to  that,  relies 
entirely  on  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  that  .assembly. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

1)K    X'KIUJENNKS. 


•2  Sp.irks'  Dip.  Uov.Corr.,  11(1, 
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Vergenues  to  J.  Adams.* 
[Trauslation.] 

Versailles,  June  30, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  wliicli  you  did  ine  the  honor  to  write 
1110  oil  the  22d  iimtHiit  on  the  Bubject  of  the  resolation  of  Congress  of 
March  18  last.  I  have  already  informed  you  that  it  was  by  no  means 
my  intention  to  analyze  this  resolution  as  it  respects  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  nor  examine  whether  circumstances  authorize  the 
arrangement  or  not.  I  had  but  one  object  in  writing  to  3'ou  with  the 
confidence  which  I  thought  due  to  your  knowledge  and  your  attachment 
to  the  alliance,  which  was  to  convince  you  that  the  French  ought  not  to 
be  confounded  with  the  Americans,  and  that  there  would  be  an  evident 
injustice  in  making  them  sustain  the  loss  with  which  they  are  threat- 
ened. 

The  details  into  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  enter  have  not 
changed  my  sentiments ;  but  1  think  that  ail  further  discussion  between 
ns  on  this  subject  will  be  needless,  and  1  shall  only  observe  that  if  tlio 
king's  council  considers,  as  you  preteird,  the  resolution  of  Congress  in 
a  wrong  point  of  view,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  who  is  on  the  s|>ot, 
will  not  fail  to  elucidate  the  matter ;  and  if  Congress  on  their  partshall 
not  adopt  the  representiitions  which  that  minister  is  charged  to  make 
to  them,  they  will  undoubtedly  communicate  to  us  their  reasons  to  jus- 
tify their  refusal. 

Should  they  be  well  founded,  the  king  will  take  them  into  considera- 
tion, his  majesty  demanding  nothing  but  the  most  exact  justice.  But 
should  they  be  otherwise,  ho  will  renew  his  instances  to  the  United 
States,  and  will  confulcntly  expect  from  their  penetration  and  Misdom 
fv  decision  conforinable  to  his  demand.  His  majesty  is  the  more  per- 
suaded that  Congress  will  give  their  whole  attention  to  this  business, 
as  this  assembly,  which  has  frequently  renewed  the  assurance,  values, 
as  well  as  yourself,  sir,  the  union  which  subsists  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  and  that  they  will  assuredly  perceive  that  the  French 
deserve  a  preference  before  other  nations  who  have  no  treaty  with 
America,  and  who  even  have  not  jis  yet  acknowledged  her  independ- 
ence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 
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J.  Adams  to  Vergeuiies.  * 

Pauis,  July  1, 1780. 

Sir  :  I  had  tbis  morning  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  June. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  representations  from  his  majesty  wincli  may 
be  made  by  his  minister,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  will  be  attended 
to  by  Congress  with  all  possible  respect,  and  its  due  weight  will  be 
given  to  every  fact  and  argument  that  he  may  adduce,  and  1  <nm  well 
persuaded  that  Congress  will  be  able  to  give  such  reasons  for  their  final 
result  as  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  majesty  and  remove  every 
color  of  just  complaint  from  his  subjects. 

As  in  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  last  month  I  urged  such  reasons  as  ap- 
peared to  me  incontestable  to  show  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  18th  of  March,  connected  with  the  other  resolution,  to  pay  the  loan- 
office  certificates  according  to  the  value  of  money  at  the  time  they  were 
emitted,  being  a  determination  to  pay  the  full  value  of  all  the  bills  and 
certificates  which  wereout;  and  the  depreciation  of  both,  being  more  (ho 
act  and  fault  of  their  possessors  than  of  government,  was  neither  a  vio- 
latiou  of  the  public  faith  nor  an  act  of  bankruptcy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  agree  with  your  excellency  in  opinion  that  any 
further  discussion  of  these  questions  is  unnecessary^. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Protest  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam. t 

[Extracted  from  tlio  rosulutious  of  the  council  of  that  city  of  iho  2^)th  of  June, 
17bOy  and  inserted  iu  the  acts  of  the  proviucial  assembly  of  Ilollaiul,  at  The  IlagiiCy 
July  1,  1780. 1 

The  deputies  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  in  the  name  and  on  tiio  part 
of  their  constituents,  in  order  to  justify  themselves  to  posterity,  have 
declared  iu  the  assembly  of  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  that 
their  committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary,  witlioiit  loss  of  time, 
to  write  on  the  part  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  M.  de  Swart,  their 
resident  at  the  court  of  Kussia,  and  charge  him  to  enter  into  a  con- 
ference, the  sooner  the  better,  with  the  commissioners  of  her  Imperial 
majesty  of  Kussia  and  of  other  neutral  powers  in  the  place  of  his  res- 
idence and  elsewhere  where  it  shall  be  judged  suitable,  in  order  to  con- 
clude together  a  convention  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the  commerce 
and  navigjvtion  of  neutral  powers  on  the  basis  of  the  declaration  made 
by  her  majesty  to  the  belligerent  powers,  and  of  tlie  resolution  adopted 
on  this  subject  by  their  high  mightinesses  on  the  24th  of  Ai)ril  last, 
adding  to  it  only  that  said  M.  de  Swart  shall  take  for  the  rule  of  his 
conduct  the  simplicity  which  her  Imperial  majesty  of  llussia  herself  has 
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proposed  in  tlio  explanations  which  she  made  on  five  points  at  the 
request  of  his  Swedish  majesty,  and  which  M.  de  Swart  has  comuiani- 
cated  to  their  high  iiiightiiiesses,  to  the  end  that  with  such  a  provisioual 
convention  they  wouhl  bo  well  pleased  to  decree  together  the  reciprocal 
])rotection  of  the  merchant  ships  of  each  other,  which,  fortified  with  the 
requisite  papers,  shall  be  nevertheless  insulted  on  the  sea;  so  that  these 
merchant  vessels,  being  in  reach  of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war  of  one  of 
the  allied  powers,  wherever  it  may  be,  they  may  receive,  in  virtue  of 
such  an  alliance,  any  assistance;  and  that  at  the  same  time  the  cou- 
tr<icting  powers  engage  to  put  to  sea,  provisionally,  all  the  vessels  of 
war  they  can,  and  to  give  to  the  oHicers  who  shall  command  tlieiii 
necessary  orders  and  instructions,  that  they  may  be  able  to  fulfill  the^e 
general,  salutary,  and  simple  views. 

And  that,  further,  as  to  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  future, 
which  may  require  more  particular  detail,  and  which  can  not  be  suljustcd 
with  the  expedition  which  the  present  perilous  state  of  the  navigation 
of  the  neutral  powers  in  general  and  of  this  province  in  particular  de- 
mands, M.  de  Swart  will  reserve  all  this  for  a  separate  article,  of  which 
her  Imperial  majesty  of  llussia  made  mention  in  the  above-named  expla- 
nations, and  that  he  will  declare  in  regard  to  this  that  their  high 
mightinesses  have  given  thereon  their  final  and  precise  orders,  in  which 
they  will  constitute  one  or  more  plenipotentiaries,  who  will  be  able  to 
treat  of  the  necessary  arrangements  on  this  subject  with  the  neutral 
powers. 

That  said  constitu tents,  to  give  greater  weight  to  their  present 
advice,  add  further  to  the  above,  that  if  this  advice  was  rejected,  and 
if  the  affair  wavS  negotiated  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  opinion,  exhib- 
ited on  the  23(1  of  Juno  last,  in  the  assembly  of  Holland,  the  conse- 
quence of  it  will  bo  that  the  Russian  squadron,  which,  according  to 
orders  of  lier  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia,  must  have  already  put  to  sea, 
will  appear  in  the  seas  bordering  on  this  country  without  giving  any 
protection  to  the  commerce  of  this  country;  while,  on  the  other  side, 
though  commerce  has  been  a  long  time  charged  with  double  duties, 
their  high  mightinesses,  meantime,  grant  it  no  protecition,  because  the 
colleges  of  admiralty  of  this  country  profess  themselves  unable  to  do  it, 
or  .it  least  to  put  to  soa  sufficient  convoys  to  avoid  affronts  like  those 
which  the  squadron  under  the  orders  of  Rear- Admiral  de  Byland  had 
lately  endured. 

That  from  this  total  failure  of  protcctiou  to  the  navigation  of  this 
country,  on  the  one  side,  and  from  the  continual  insults  of  which  their 
high  mightinesses  every  day  receive  grievous  complaints,  on  the  other, 
there  must  naturally  ensue  an  entire  suspension  of  the  commerce  of  this 
country;  and  thence  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  this  commerce  will  be  di- 
verted and  take  its  course  by  other  European  channels,  and  that  the 
burdensome  impositions  with  which  it  is  charged,  in  order  to  obtain 
means  for  it«  protection  being  continued,  will  precipitate  its  ruin. 
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That  ill  this  oonfusiou  of  affairs,  and  in  tho  extreme  necessity  in 
which  they  find  themselves  to  take  advantage  of  an  oflcr  of  assistance 
and  succor  so  generously  and  magnanimously  made  and  proposed  by 
her  Imperial  majesty  of  Bussia  to  this  state  on  a  footing  so  eiisy  and  so 
little  burdensome,  the  lords  constituents  will  leave  i>osterity  to  judge 
of  the  weight  of  the  reasons  alleged  by  some  members  of  the  assembly 
of  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses,  in  the  deliberation  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  if  the  acceptsince  of  said  means  for  the  necessary  protection  of 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  in  particular  of  foreign  succor,  could 
be  considered  a  meaus  of  drawing  on  a  war  on  the  part  of  those  against 
whom  it  is  found  necessary  to  defend  ourselves  in  making  use  of  said 
means  to  all  lawful  purposes ;  and  as  if  we  ought  for  this  reason  to  de- 
cline the  said  offer  of  assistance,  unless  her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia, 
beside  her  said  magnanimous  plan  of  re-establishing  the  liberty  of  the 
seixs,  will  also  engage  with  the  other  neutral  powers  to  guaranty  to  this 
nation  all  its  possessions  fixed  and  immovable  both  in  and  out  of  Euroi)e. 

That  the  lords  constituents  will  only  remark,  that  in  order  that  such 
an  attack  on  the  fixed  and  immovable  possessions  of  the  republic  may 
appear  likely,  it  would  be  necessary,  at  least,  to  allege  some  phiusible 
reasons  or  pretexts  to  defend  it,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  from  the  most 
manifest  injustice  and  violence;  whereas  it  is  clear  that  such  hostilities 
could  not  have  any  foundation  on  a  ])rotection  of  commerce  to  which 
their  high  mightinesses  find  themselves  absolutely  forced  by  the  oi)en 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  with  England  in  1G74; 
that  thus  the  probability  of  an  attack  of  this  sort,  seeing  the  manifest 
injustice  of  such  au  enterprise,  must  vanish  ;  and  this  especially  if  we 
consider  the  great  number  of  enemies  that  England  has  drawn  upon  her, 
and  that  it  would  be  madness  to  increase  the  number;  that  such  being 
the  case,  the  said  suppositions  are  of  too  small  weight,  and  too  far  re- 
moved from  all  probjibility,  to  refuse  the  means  which  are  offered  of 
protecting  the  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  the  state,  and  that  to  refuse 
an  aid  so  powerful,  while  it  is  not  in  a  condition  to  protect  its  commerce 
by  its  own  unaided  forces,  will  bo  evidently  to  renounce  all  protec- 
tion possible,  while  the  burdensome  imposts  under  which  commerce, 
in  expectation  of  some  protection,  has  a  long  time  groaned  iind  still 
groans,  would,  against  all  reason,  remain  in  their  rigor. 

That,  in  addition  to  this,  the  lords  constituents  will  remark  further, 
that  it  appears  by  the  successive  despatches  of  M.  de  Swart  to  their 
high  mightinesses  on  this  affair,  that  he  insists  strongly  on  hastening  the 
business,  and  on  sending,  the  sooner  the  better,  necessary  instructions  for 
this  purpose,  after  the  exam pleof  Sweden,  who  has  already  instructed  her 
minister  to  conclude  the  said  convention.  That  this  is  the  more  neces- 
sary, because  we  know  that  all  sorts  of  indirect  means  are  set  to  work 
to  deprive  the  republic  of  the  advantage  of  an  alliance  so  beneficial,  and 
to  involve  it  in  a  war  with  France. 

From  this  it  is  clear  that  such  pernicious  views  will  be  accomi)Hshed 
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if  not  only  they  put  off  tlio  completion  of  tlio  convention,  but  also,  as  is 
but  too  apparent,  if  tbey  evade  it  altogether,  by  makiug  her  Iaii)erial 
majesty  of  Russia  i)ropositions  of  guaranty,  which  not  only  are  entirely 
foreign  to  the  plan  which  this  princess  has  laid  before  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  but  which  her  majesty,  in  the  explanations  she  has  given,  has 
roundly  declared  she  would  never  listen  to. 

In  fine,  that  the  lords  constituents  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia,  by  making  the 
declaration  in  question  on  the  part  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  the 
belligerent  powers,  and  by  assuring  her  majesty  that  as  soon  as  said 
convention  shall  be  signed  their  high  mightinesses  will  make  the  said 
declaration  to  the  courts  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Meantime,  the  committee  referred  thereon  to  the  better  advice  of  the 
honorable  council.  On  which  having  deliberated,  and  the  voices  hav- 
ing been  taken,  the  burgomasters  and  counselors  thanked  the  commit- 
tee for  the  trouble  they  had  taken,  and  (ikgreed  to  the  above  advice. 

A.  Van  Hingklandt. 


Couteulx  to  Jay.* 

Cadiz,  July  4, 1780. 

Sill :  With  your  esteemed  letter  22d  June  last  we  received  an  en- 
closed one  for  Mr.  Ilarrison,  to  whom  it  was  immediately  conveyed. 
Said  gentleman  arrived  here  about  a  fortnight  ago  and  has  remitted  us 
your  favor  5th  May  last  introducing  him  to  our  acquaintance.  We 
have  done  every  tiling  in  our  power  to  convince  him  of  our  true  rcganl 
for  the  rccommondation  be  brought,  and  though  few  occasions  have 
presented  of  being  useful  to  him,  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  facilitat- 
ing to  him  some  commercial  aflairs  advantageous  to  his  interest,  and 
have  also  presented  him  to  our  new  govornor-geueral,  Orielly. 

About  the  regnlations  expected  on  the  treatment  to  be  allowed  to 
American  seamen,  wo  see  that  you  are  expecting  ansfvers  from  the  Con- 
gross  to  your  letters  on  the  subject;  in  the  interim  are  of  opinion  to 
continue  on  the  same  plan  laid  out  at  your  departure.  We  are  very 
willing  to  follow  that  case,  though  we  must  confess  to  you  that  in  itself 
it  is  a  tiresome  and  disagreeable  job  enough  by  the  multiplicity  of  peo- 
ple that  present  themselves  every  day,  the  kiud  of  trial  that  must  be 
made  of  each  in  particular  to  us,  if  they  are  grounded  in  the  succor 
they  pretend,  and  more  than  all  by  the  difficulty  of  collocating  them, 
and  the  strange  and  monstrous  pretensions  of  many,  who  (as  sailors  in 
fine)  lavish  themselves  in  very  free  terms  upon  upbraiding  their  own 
country  that  does  not  provide  better  for  its  seamen,  and  threatening  to 
engage  on  board  of  English  vessels  rather  than  to  famish.  There  is 
now  here  a  gang  of  fourteen  of  them  come  from  Lisbon  with  French 
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and  Spanish  psisses  that  denote  thorn  to  be  Americans.  Tiiey  won't  bo 
satisfied  with  one  real  of  plate  a  day.  There  are  but  two  American 
ships  here,  so  full  of  people  that  they  can  not  be  engaged  for  love  or 
money  to  take  more.  We  have  proposed  to  them  to  go  and  stay  on 
board  some  of  the  men-of-war  now  here  with  the  allowance  that  they 
might  go  away  whenever  they  please^  but  they  have  such  a  terrible 
reluctance  to  it,  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  as  they  may  still  remiiin 
here  long  time  enough. 

Here  enclosed  we  remit  you  accounts  of  our  disbursements  to  this 
day,  which  you  will  please  to  direct  us  for  the  reimbursement  of,  and 
at  the  same  time  it  may  serve  you  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  annual 
expense,  considering  it  however  a  half  more  for  the  future  on  account 
of  the  dear  price  of  provisions,  that  does  not  afford  people  living  at 
one  real  a  day  as  I  had  taxed  them. 

We  are  very  happy  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Jay's  health  is  better.  The 
beautiful  walks  of  Aranjuez  gardens  will  perhaps  have  contributed 
to  the  recovery  of  her  health.  We  will  learn  the  continuation  of  it 
with  pleasure,  as  also  Colonel  Livingston's,  to  whom  we  present  our 
compliments.  We  beg  you  would  be  good  enough  to  tell  Mr.  Car- 
michael  that  we  never  could  get  any  intelligence,  neither  from  the  people 
at  Mrs.  Murphey's  nor  at  the  French  consul's,  of  General  Washington's 
picture,  of  which  we  lament  much  the  loss.  We  assure  this  gentleman 
of  our  civilities.  There  is  now  in  the  bay  a  formidable  fleet,  composed 
of  thirty-two  men  of  first  rank  of  the  line,  twenty-four  of  them  Spanish 
and  eight  French.  We  expect  still  four  French  more  from  Toulon, 
after  which  arrival  we  think  this  fleet  shall  go  to  cruise  in  the  channel. 
God  grant  they  may  succeed  as  well  as  M.  Guichen.  We  should 
expect  soon  good  news  from  America  and  West  Indies  froui  said  ad- 
miral and  from  M.  do  Ternay. 
We  remain,  etc., 

L.   COUTEULX. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Presideut  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  (J,  1780. 

Sib  :  In  looking  over  the  long  list  of  vessels  belonging  to  tiie  United 
States  taken  and  destroyed,  and  recollecting  the  whole  history  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  our  navy,  it  is  very  diflicult  to  avoid  tears.  Never- 
theless, wbat  we  have  done  and  lost  shows  what  we  can  do.  Our  re^ 
sources  of  materials,  artists,  and  seamen  are  not  exhausted.  But  it  is 
impossible  not  to  inquire  whether  we  have  not  committed  errors  in  tlie 
destination  of  our  vessels?  Whether  our  navy  is  equal  to  i/lie  attack 
or  defense  of  places  I  Whether  our  articles  of  war  lor  the  government 
of  the  marine  are  adequate  to  the  introduction  of  that  obedience  and 
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discipHiio  that  aro  necessary  t  Wlietlier  cruising  for  the  protection  of 
our  own  trade  against  the  depredations  of  privateers  and  smaller  ves- 
sels of  war  of  our  enemies,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  prizes  of 
transports  and  merchant  ships,  is  not  the  object  fittest  in  the  present 
stage  of  our  naval  history  to  encourage  seamen  to  engage  in  our  service, 
to  form  officers,  to  supply  the  United  States  with  many  things,  to 
weaken  and  distress  our  foes  t  Officers,  who  have  a  thirst  for  glory  and 
wish  to  distinguish  themselves  by  brilliant  battles,  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
couraged, but  I  can  not  but  think  that  at  this  period  they  would  do 
more  essential  service  to  their  country  by  a  line  of  conduct  leading  to 
fewer  laurels,  but  more  wealth. 

In  all  events,  however,  itis  to  be  hoped  and  presumed  that  Congress 
will  give  great  attention  to  their  navy,  to  the  augmentation  of  ships, 
the  multiplication  of  seamen,  the  improvement  of  discipline,  and  the 
formation  of  ofilcers.  Americans,  I  see,  must  cherish  their  own  navy. 
I  fear  that  no  other  nation  would  grieve  very  much  at  the  total  destruc- 
tion of  it  before  the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  I  am  sorry  to  saj-  this,  but 
I  have  heard  such  hints  as  convince  me  that  it  is  my  duty  to  put  Con- 
gress on  their  guard,  and  to  entreat  them  to  leave  nothing  unattempted 
to  put  their  marine  upon  the  best  footing  in  their  power. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  G,  1780. 

Sir:  In  the  puplic  papers  of  the  latter  end  of  June  are  lists  of  the 
vessels  of  war  and  privateers  taken  and  destroyed  by  the  powers  at  war. 

ressvla  taken  from  France. 


VohhcIb. 


r  roU'o  . . . 

Fortiiiio  . 

IMniiclio  . 

Pnnlonto 
Daunij  ... 
Snrtiiio  .. 

Vftlour... 


GlIllH. 

G4 

42 

36 

36 
34 
32 


20 


llotiinikn. 

Takon  by  Admiral 
Difiby. 

Taken  bj'  Admiral  Row- 
ley. 

Taken  by  Admiral  How- 
loy. 

Kiiby,  Erorott, 

Kxporimeut,  Wallaco. 

Admiral  Yeruon. 


Voasols. 


Licorno 

Alcmuno... 

Oisoau 

Advonturo 
Pilot© 


Mutin  .. 
Coureur 


DKSTIIOYED. 


Exporiniont,  Wallaco 


Gunn. 

Kt^marka. 

32 

Admiral  Vernon. 

30 

Proaorpinc,  Sutton. 

26 

Apollo,  Pownal. 

20 

Admiral  ArbuthnoU 

14 

Commodoro  Reynolds. 

14 

Do. 

14 

Admiral  Koppcl. 

Recluse 

24 

Bx  peri  men  t,  Wallace 


3  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Cprr.^  168, 
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Ve99el8  ia^ken  hy  France, 


VeBsolii. 

Ardent 

Sxperimont ... 

IfinerTA 

Montreal 

Fox r , 

AcUto 

Ariel 

Juno 

riora 

Lark 

Orpheus  

Qiiel>eo    


64 
50 
32 
32 
28 
28 
20 


Komarks, 

Yeanele. 

D'Orrilliers. 

Lively 

D'Rstaing. 

Lro  ])«mrgoyno. 
La  JunoD. 

Caros ........ 

Weasel 

Sencf;al.... 

Zephyr  ......... 

D'EstainK. 

Alert 

Thunder  Bomb.. 

GUIIH. 

20 
18 
16 
10 
14 
10 
8 


JtuniarkH. 


D'OrvmioM. 
D'EsUing. 


DOrvIUIeni. 
P'Kst^iing. 


DBSTllOYED. 


32 
33 
32 
32 
32 


A(  Khode  Island. 


])y  th«  Survcillante. 


Cerberus  

Koso , 

Falcon 

King  Fisher  . 


28 
20 
18 
10 


At  Kliodo  iHlnnd, 
At  Snvnniiah. 
At  Kliodo  iHlaud- 
Do. 


Privateers  taken  from  France, 


Yessels. 

Guns. 

40 
40 
86 
30 
30 
30 

Remnrks. 

Vessels. 

Gnus. 

28 
28 
20 
10 
10 

lioiunrkn. 

Lion 

Comte  d'Artois . 
Lis 

Monsieur ........ 

Duo  de  Cogny  . . . 
Oelhnne  ......... 

Sphinx 

Ivotakon  by  the  French. 
Do. 

Helena  ......... 

M6nagdre 

Hercule 

Jackall 

D<». 

Vessels  taken  from  Sjtain. 


Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

Vessels. 

Guns. 

32 
28 

Remarks. 

Phcenix 

80 
70 
70 

By  Admiral  Rodney. 

Ammonica 

Margarita 

Pearl,  Montagu. 
Johnstone. 

Monnrca. ..'...... 

Princessa 

DESTROYED. 

• 

8.  Domingo 

S.  Eugouio  

70 
70 

By  Admiral  Rmluoy. 

S.Jnlian. ....... 

70 
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rrirafcers  taken  from  the  SpaniartU, 


Voaaela. 

Guna. 

04 
63 
32 
30 

Yeaaela. 

GitntL 

Giiiiiimcoa   ... 

StaToioaa 

28 

Hnn  Carloa ................................. 

Sta  llruna  ... 

26 

Sail  Cnrlon ................................. 

Solidad 

1 

21 

San  Kafaol 

VeBseh  of  toar  taken  from  Congi-eee^ 


Vraaola. 

Guna. 

32 

32 
82 
32 
30 
30 
24 

Rcniarka. 

Rainbow,    Sir     George 

Collier. 
Experiment,  Wallace. 
Admiral  Arbullipot. 

Do. 
Lord  Howe. 
St  Albana,  Onalow. 
Boaver  Sloop,  Jonoa. 

Yeaaela. 

Guna. 

Remarks. 

Ilancock 

Uampilon 

Trumbull 

Cuml>erland 

Rauger 

Airrc<l 

20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
18 
18 
16 

Sir  George  Collier. 
Vouna,  Ferguaon. 
Pomona,  Waldgrove. 
Admiral  ArbuilinoU 
Ariadne,  Prlngle. 
Sir  George  Collier. 
Ilope,  Dawaon. 
Alert,  Bazelvy. 

Raleigh 

Trovidence 

Ikihlou. ......... 

Delaware 

Iluntor 

Virginia 

Cabot 

Oliver  CromwoU. 

Lexington 

DKSTROYED. 


Rricolo,    pierced 

40 

Admiral  Arbutliuot 

Waahiogton 

32 

Captain  Henry. 

for  GO,  mount- 

Edlnghnni  

28 

Do. 

ing 

Queen  of  Franco 

28 

Admiral  Arbuthnoi. 

Bnn      Homme 

44 

Serapia,  Pearaon. 

Fruit 

20 

Do. 

Richard, 

Geuoral  Moultrie 

20 

Do. 

Randolph 

36 

Ynrniouth,  Vincent. 

Notre  Damo  — 

10 

Do. 

Warren 

32 

Sir  Goorj^c  Oilllor. 

N.  B. — Soveiitceu  armed  ships,  from  fourteeu  to  twenty-four  guns,  de- 
stroyed by  Sir  George  Collier  at  Penobscot;  three  frigates  and  two 
j^loops  destroyed  by  the  same  upon  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth  ;  the  gal- 
leys destroyed  upon  Lake  Champlain,  in  Georgia,  etc.;  the  ships  de- 
stroyed in  Egg  Harbor,  at  Uedford,  etc, 

Vcssch  of  war  taken  by  Congrcst. 


YomcIb, 

Gunn. 

'14 

18 
IG 

KomnrkH. 

Ycesela. 

Guns. 

Itcuiarkn. 

SoraniH  .......... 

Viwil  Jones. 
Rancor,  Paul  Jouos. 
Boston,  Tuckor. 

Coiintosa       o  f 
Scarborough. 

lOYKI). 

32 

I*aul  Jonod. 

Drako  

Tliorn 

DESTH 

AiicruAta 

0( 

28 

At  Mud  I'oit. 
At  FoitSnlllvan. 

Morniaid  

Merlin 

21 
18 

Off  Capo  Ilenlopen. 
At  Mud  Fort. 
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Vessels  of  war  destroyed  by  accident. 


ENGLISH. 


Somerset . 
Repnlee. . . 
Arethaaa . 
Liver|>ool . 

Sjrren 

Loviatlian 
Qmnipus  . 
Tortoise  .. 
GImi^ow  . . 

Yental 

Iferoiiry.. 


Roland. 
Zopliyr 


Poudorsoeo . 
Notre  Dame 
St.  Joseph  .. 


Vessels. 


Gnus. 


64 
32 
32 
28 
28 
28 
20 
26 
2t 
20 
20 


Vessels. 


CmJser . 
Otter  ... 
roinoD*. 
Zebra... 
Cupid... 
Savage.. 
Pogasas 

Spy 

Swallow 
Vipor... 


Giuis. 


FRENCH. 


SPANISH. 


Rona 

Coiiurcs 
CariiK'S  . 


1  have  the  lioiior  to  be,  etc., 


16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
14 
U 
14 
14 


28 


30 


36 


John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Paris,  July  7, 1780. 

Sir:  On  tlio  27th  of  June  Mr.  ITftrtley,  after  a  speech  of  an  hour 
lon^,  moved  that  the  lioiise  would  give  liiin  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
the  end  to  empower  the  court  to  mlopt  the  most  proper  means  to  make 
jKMice  with  America.  After  a  short  debate,  the  question  being  i>ut,  the 
majority  was  for  the  negative.  This  motion  is  said  to  have  had  the  less 
success  because  it  is  founded  on  a  i>rinciple  absolutely  false  and  derog- 
atory to  the  royal  prerogative.  The  King  of  England,  to  make  peace, 
wants  nothing  but  the  will.  It  is  in  this  case  only  that  he  is  absolute. 
The  American  war  was  commenced  without  the  particiiiation  of  Parlia- 
ment. Why  should  they  giv^e  the  king  new  powers  to  bring  it  to  a 
conclusion!  There  is  but  one  means  of  forcing  him  to  it,  and  that  is  by 
refusing  him  the  necessary  subsidies  j  and  they  are  now  further  from 
this  than  ever.     But  it  is  ridiculous  to  labor  to  clothe  the  king  with 


•  MSS.  Dop.  of  Stato;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  173. 
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powers  which  aro  iiihcrotit  in  his  title.    It  is,  in  other  wonls,  to  permit 
him  to  bo  a  kin^:. 
The  bill  is  of  the  following  tenor : 

Whereaa  for  some  years  there  have  arisen  nnfortanate  disputes  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  several  provinces  of  Nortli  Anioriea,  which  have  occasioned  the  calamities 
of  war :  To  tlie  end  to  x'rovont  a  greater  effosion  of  blood,  and  to  re-establish  peace, 
bo  it  enacted,  that  his  majesty  bo  permitted,  by  virtue  of  letters  patent,  to  nominate 
coiiimissioQers,  with  power  to  treat,  consult,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  restoring 
peace,  in  concert  with  persous  authorized  for  this  purpose  by  the  said  provinces  of 
North  America.  That,  to  facilitate  the  ;;ood  intentions  of  this  bill,  be  it  enacted, 
that  the  king  give  power  to  the  said  commissioners  to  cause  to  be  suspended  all  hoa- 
tilities,  by  laud  aud  by  soa,  for  so  long  a  time  and  under  such  conditions  and  restric- 
tions as  they  shall  Judge  proper.  That,  to  the  end  to  establish  upon  a  good  founda- 
tion a  cordial  reconciliation  and  a  durable  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  said 
provinces,  by  reinstating  thom  in  their  ancient  friendship,  his  mi^esty  may  legally 
poniiit  his  said  commissioners  to  grant  and  to  ratify,  from  time  to  time,  any  article 
of  pacification  which,  tlius  granted  aud  ratified,  shall  have  its  full  and  entire  effect 
for  tou  years,  to  be  dated  from  the  Ist  of  August  of  the  present  year.  That,  for  re- 
moving every  obstacle  which  may  oppose  itself  to  the  full  execution  of  any  article  of 
paciHcation,  his  majesty  shall  be  at  liberty,  by  an  order  in  writing,  signed  with  his  hand 
aud  couutersiguod  by  one  or  more  secretaries  of  state,  to  authorize  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  suspend,  during  ten  years,  to  be  dated  from  the  Istof  August  of  the  present 
year,  the  execution  of  any  act  of  Parliament  which  concerns  the  said  provinces,  so 
far  as  the  said  acts,  their  clauses  or  conditions,  may  put  any  obstacle  to  the  full  effect 
and  to  the  execution  of  any  article  of  pacification  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
(*aid  provinces.  That,  to  the  end  to  establish  a  durable  reconciliation  and  a  perpetual 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  said  provinces,  be  it  enacted,  that  all  and  every 
article  of  pacification,  resolved  and  ratified  for  ten  years  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  communicated  to  both  houses  of  Parliament,  to  be  by  them  examined;  as 
forming  the  base  of  a  sincere  and  durable  union;  and  that  every  one  of  the  said 
articles,  having  been  once  approved  in  Parliamont,  shall  have  forever  its  full  and 
entire  effect.    That  tlio  present  act  sliall  remain  in  force  until  the  31st  of  December. 

Uaving  been  disappointed,  by  another  accident,  of  my  English  pa- 
pers, I  have  been  obliged  to  translate  this  bill  from  the  Courrier  de 
VEurope.  I  hope  to  transmit  the  original  in  a  few  days.  It  is,  how- 
ever, of  so  little  consequence,  that  it  is  scarce  worth  transcribing.  Other 
grounds  must  be  taken  than  that  of  General  Conway,  Governor  Pownai, 
or  Mr.  Hartley  before  anything  will  be  done  in  earnest  towards  peace. 
The  history  of  Charleston,  and  the  numberless  tictions  with  which  the 
the  stockjobbers  have  decorated  it,  have  raised  the  stocks  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  and  have  given  such  a  temporary  intoxication  to  the  pco- 
[)le,  that  scarce  anything  is  talked  of  but  unconditional  submission. 

The  all'air  of  Mobile,  the  dispersion  of  both  the  outward  and  home- 
ward bound  Quebec  licet,  the  indecisive  battles  between  de  Guichen 
and  Rodney,  and  the  anxiety  for  Walsingham's  lleet,  and  twenty  other 
fears  begin  now  to  sink  their  spirits  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

N.  ]$. — Sir  (5eorge  Saville  moved  on  the  same  day  a  resolution  that 
tlie  American  war  was  unconstitutional,  expensive,  and  ruinous;  but 
this  motion  was  rejected  by  nearly  the  ssvnie  majority. 
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J,  Adams  to  the  Presicleut  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  7, 1780. 

Sib  :  On  the  2l8t  of  last  month  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  Amster- 
dam arrived  at  The  HaguOi  and  presented  to  their  liigh  mightinesses  a 
petition  conceived  in  these  terms  t 

To  their  hi^h  mightindBset  out^  l6rd9  ihh  Statta- General  of  the  United  Provinces  : 

The  sabsojfibers,  all  merchants,  trading  to  the  Wc!»t  IiidioB,  aud  ostablisbod  under 
thejnrisdiction  of  this  state,  give  respectfully  to  understand  tliat,  to  their  great  re- 
gret, the  petitioners  have  learned,  by  the  way  of  a  ship  lately  arrived  from  Cura9no, 
the  unheard-of  ill  treatment  exercised  by  the  liliiglish  in  taking  the  barks  belongiii|j[ 
to  the  subjects  of  their  high  mightinessod  which  trade  with  the  French  posHcssions 
in  the  said  countries,  and  which,  loaded  with  the  productions  of  the  Raid 
countries,  purchased  or  consigned,  make  sail  to  return  to  the  islands  or  placed 
which  belong  to  the  dominions  of  their  high  mightinesses,  without  having,  even 
to  this  time,  that  your  petitioners  know  of,  returned  either  the  barks  or  cat- 
goes;  but  so  far  from  it,  that  the  cargoes  of  some  of  them  have  been  already  coi)- 
demued  and  the  barks  restored  empty,  a  fate  which  the  petitioners  fear  to  see  others 
undergo  likewise.  And  as  by  these  vexatious  and  unparalleled  ill  trontmcnt  Mie 
subjects  of  your  high  mightinesses,  contrary  to  all  kinds  of  right,  are  deprived  of 
their  properties  and  effects  embarked,  as  well  as  of  the  liberty  which  is  assure<l  to 
them  by  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  crown  of  England  and  this  state,  and  by 
these  means  see  themselves  reduced  to  an  impossibility  of  being  able  to  procure  for 
the  ships  sent  from  home  to  the  West  Indies  the  cargoes  necessary  for  their  return, 
all  expeditions  and  adventures  of  merchandises  from  our  countries  to  these  places 
must  absolutely  cease,  and  draw  after  it  the  inevitable  ruin  of  this  branch  of  com- 
merce, BO  important, 'as  well  as  that  of  many  of  the  subjects  of  your  high  niightincsseH, 
both  iu  this  country  and  in  the  West  Indies. 

For  these  causes  the  petitioners  pray,  in  all  humility,  that  your  high  mightinesses 
would  be  pleased  to  take  this  navigation  and  commerce,  forming  an  object  so  consid* 
erable,  under  your  effectual  protection  ;  in  the  first  place  by  granting  tlio  necessary 
convoy  to  ships  which  go  to  the  Westludiesor  which  return  from  thence;  and  in  the 
next  place  to  order  to  cruise  iu  those  seas  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  of  war,  or 
even  to  order  them  to  escort  the  barks  in  question  aud  other  trading  ship.s  loaded 
with  productions  and  effects  permitted  by  the  treaties  and  making  sail  for  the  French 
colonies  or  returning  from  them,  to  the  end  to  secure  them  from  nil  further  insult; 
which  will  preserve  at  the  same  time  the  petitioners,  as  well  as  many  other  subjects 
of  the  republic,  from  total  ruin.  That  it  may,  moreover,  please  your  high  mighti- 
nesses to  charge  the  Count  de  Weldereu,  your  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  British 
court,  to  make  the  necessary  representations  touching  the  seizure  of  these  barks,  to 
seek  to  obtain  of  the  English  ministry  that  the  requisite  orders  may  be  sent  to  the 
colonies  of  his  Britannic  majesty  for  releasing  the  aforesaid  barks,  with  their  cargoos, 
paying,  at  the  same  time,  the  expenses  occasioned  by  their  seizure  ;  in  fine,  that  by 
the  good  and  efBcacious  oflices  of  his  excellency  things  may  be  directed  in  a  manner 
that  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  St.  .James  they  may  write  to  Jamaica  and  elsewhere 
not  to  interrupt  for  the  future  the  subjects  of  their  high  mighlineHses  in  the  oxerciso 
of  this  lawful  commerce,  but  to  leave  them  to  enjoy  a  free  navigation  and  comnicrcu', 
such  as  have  been  solenmly  accorded  aud  guarantied  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  1(>74. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J  GUN  Adams. 


•  MSS.  Dep.  of  Slate  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  175,  with  verbal  ch:uiges. 
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Congress  to  the  Minister  of  France.* 

In  Congress,  July  7, 1780. 

Tlio  minister  of  Franco  having,  in  a  note  dated  the  28th  of  June,  in- 
formed Congress  tliat  the  court  of  Madrid  has  sent  to  the  Havana  a 
considerable  body  of  forces  to  make  a  diversion  in  that  qnarter;  and 
that  tlie  Governor  of  Ilavana  desires  tliat  as  mnch  floor  and  fresh  pro- 
visions, such  as  cattle,  hogs,  snet,  lard,  and  pulse,  as  can  be  spared 
should  be  sent  thither;  and  the  minister  having  intimated  that  three 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  are  immediately  wanted,  and  that  he  will  un- 
dertjikc  to  have  that  quantity  purchased  and  sent,  if  Congress  approve 
the  measure,  the  following  answer  wjw  returned : 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that,  through  the  loss  of 
Charleston,  the  numerous  army  the  States  are  under  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  in  the  southern  department,  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  lightness  of  the  crops  in  the  middle  States,  as  well  as  the  present 
extraordinary  demand  for  the  purposes  of  an  effectual  cooperation  with 
the  expcctexl  armament  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  have  not  left 
these  States  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  any  considerable  export  of  pro- 
visions; yet  Congress,  desirous  to  testify  their  attention  to  the  neces- 
sities of  his  Catholic  ntajesty's  colonies  and  armaments,  and  as  far  as 
lies  in  their  power  to  compensate  for  the  failure  of  supplies  of  rice, 
which  an  alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the  southern  States  has 
unhappily  rendered  it  impracticable  to  afford,  have  resolved,  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  State  of  Maryland  to  grant  permission  to  such 
agent  as  the  minister  of  France  shall  appoint  to  purchase  within  that 
State  any  quantity  of  flour,  not  exceeding  three  thousand  barrels,  and 
to  ship  the  same  to  such  colonies  of  his  Catholic  majesty  in  the  We^t 
Jndies  a.s  the  minister  of  France  may  direct.  That  many  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  minister  being  such  as  the  colonies  of 
his  Catholic  majpsty  furnish  upon  better  terms  than  they  can  be  pro- 
cured from  these  States  in  their  present  situation,  it  is  to  bo  presumed 
they  will  feel  Jio  inconvenience  from  Congress  not  entering  at  this  time 
into  any  determination  thereon. 

Ixcsolrcfl,  That  (Congress  will  from  time  to  time  afl'ord  such  supplies 
to  tlie  colonies  of  his  Catholic  majesty  as  their  circumstances  may  re- 
(]uire  and  the  situation  of  these  States  enable  them  to  grant. 


"W.  Lee  to  J.  Adams,  t 

Brussels,  Jiily  8, 1780. 
Sill:  I  have  been  i)revented  by  indisposition,  otherwise  should  have 
hnd  Mie  honor  of  writin^^  to  yon  sooner  on  a  subject  which  ap|>ears  to 
nlTcM'l  the  honor  of  Anieriea,  of  Congress,  and  its  ngentnS  in  Euro[ie. 

•  MSS.  Dop.  ni'  state  :  r,  Spai  Uh'  J^ip.  Kov.  Corr.,  (VXu        t  7  J.  Aclains*  Works.  *2ir». 
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The  copy  of  General  Clinton's  letter  that  was  intercepted,  winch  you  sent 
here  to  Mr.  Jennings,  having  afterwards  appeared  in  most  of  the  public 
papers,  there  was  a  formal  contradiction  of  its  authenticity,  first  in  The 
Uagae  Gazette,  and  inserted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the  world 
l)clieye  that  this  contradiction  came  from  Sir  Jos'^ph  Yorke,  the  Eng- 
lish minister.  The  Jjeyden  Gazette  confirmed  in  some  measure  this 
contradiction,  in  which  it  was  followed  by  the  (3ourier  du  Bas-Uhin, 
thongh  it  had  before  given  the  letter  at  length  ns  having  been  origi- 
nally published  by  order  of  Congress ;  bat,  after  the  intelligence  of  the 
surrender  of  Charleston,  this  same  gazetteer,  namely,  the  Courier  du 
Bas-Rhin,  in  No.  51,  Juno  24, 1780,  positively  stntcs  that  letter  to  have 
been  a  forgery,  and  concludes  in  these  injurious  terms :  "  Done  il  vaut 
mienxse  bien  d6fendroet  sebien  battre  que  desupposer  des  lettres  qui 
ne  peuveni  abuser  le  public  qu'uu  moment."  You  must  be  sensible  of 
theinjnry  it  will  bring  to  America  and  the  cause  of  liberty  if  the  world 
is  permitted  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  thivt  Congress  and  its  agents 
are  base  enough  to  be  guilty  of  such  a  mean  and  pitiful  conduct  as  to 
forge  and  publish  the  grossest  falsehoods  as  solid  truths. 

Mr.  Dumas,  who  is  styled  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane  the 
American  agent  at  The  Ilague,  sind  who  is  actuallj'  j)aid  with  the  money 
of  America,  has  a  particular  connection  with  tiie  editor  of  the  Leydeii 
Gazette,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  has  a  correspondence  witii  the 
Bas-Rhin;  therefore  one  would  naturally  imagine,  as  it  was  his  duty, 
he  could  have  taken  some  measures  to  prevent  such  a  censure  on 
America,  or  from  spreading  further  than  in  the  same  circle  in  which 
The  Hague  Gazette  circulates  !•  The  BasRhin  Gazette,  as  well  as  that 
of  Berlin,  is  generally  looked  on  as  a  Prussian  court  gazette,  being 
printed  in  the  capital  of  the  Prussian  dominions  on  the  Rhine,  and  1 
have  no  doubt  if  the  Prussian  minister  at  Paris  was  spoken  to  on  the 
subject  a  repetition  of  such  conduct  would  at  least  be  prevented  in  the 
editor  of  that  gazette. 

As  Don  Solano  has  returned  to  Cadiz  with  his  squadron,  leaving  only 
four  ships  of  the  line  to  convoy  the  lleet  to  the  West  Indies,  all  m.v 
plciising  prospects  of  peace,  from  the  liojies  of  the  enemy  snfrering 
some  capital  loss  there  in  this  campaign,  are  tx)tally  vani.slied,  for  on 
the  arrival  of  Graves  and  Walsingham,  who  have  been  permitted  to 
go  unmolested,  the  superiority  of  tho  enemy  at  Roa  will  be  so  decided, 
that  France  will  befortunjite  if  sholoses  no  more  than  tlioso  iHJands  she 
lia<l  before  taken  from  the  English.  Hitherto  Rodney  lias  onlv  shown 
his  superiority  in  the  {irt  of  boasting,  which  is  certainly  his  forte.  The 
original  force,  intended  to  go  under  M.  Ternay,  has  unli{i])pily  been 
diminished  one-half  5  no  effectual  offensive  operation  can  be  expected 

*  This  is  unjuHt  to    M.  Dninas.      Ho  was  directed   l>y  Dr.  Franklin  and  by  Mr. 

Adams  to  canso  this  lotter  to  bo  inserted  in  tho  Ley  den  Gazette.     At  the  sanio  time 

ho  suspected  tlio  trick,  and  first  opened  thoir  oyos  to  it.     l*erhaps  it  liad  been  wiser 

in  him  not  to  liavo  ho  hastily  followed  his  orders. — Note  to  T.John  Adams'  Works, 
oin 
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from  that  expedition ;  and  if  it  is  true,  as  it  is  reported,  that  in  tlie  fall 
M.  Ternay  goes  to  the  West  Indies,  the  progress  of  the  enemy  north- 
ward from  South  Carolina  maybe  greater  during  the  fall,  winter,  and 
8X)ring  than  most  people  imagine;  when  in  the  course  of  a  campaign  or 
two  the  four  eastern  States  and  France  may  too  late  repent,  one  for 
supporting,  and  the  others  for  not  crushing  in  the  bud  the  dangerous 
and  alarming  designs  tliat  began  to  appear  in  Philadelphia  and  Congress 
eighteen  months  ago.  If  it  is  expected  that  M.  Ternay  is  to  render  any 
cllectual  service  to  America,  it  is  most  clear  to  me  that  he  ought  to 
winter  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  Virginia,  where,  with  very  great  ease,  he 
may  be  secure  against  a  very  superior  force,  and  prevent  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  for  enlarging  their  quarters  northward  from  Carolina. 
If  the  court  of  Versailles  should  approve  of  such  a  plan  orders  accord- 
ingly can  not  be  sent  out  too  soon  to  M.  Ternay;  and  if  the  squadron 
in  the  West  Indies  is  to  be  re-enforced  or  relieved,  that  should  be  done 
with  clean  and  fresh  ships  from  Europe.  From  this  you  will  perceive 
that  a  speedy  peace  is  not  in  my  view.  Indeed,  it  is  not.  I  know  the 
enemy  too  well ;  they  will  not  seriously  think  of  peace  (though  they 
will  never  cease  in  their  attempts  to  divide  and  disunite  the  parties, 
which  I  well  know  they  are  endeavoring  at  now)  while  they  have  the 
least  glimmering  of  hope  left,  unless  it  is  on  the  terms  of  America  again 
submitting  to  British  yoke  and  France  relinquishing  the  islands  she 
has  taken.  Such  a  peace,  I  presume,  will  never  take  place.  I  am  sure 
it  can  not  while  America  continues  united. 

It  is  said  that  3'oung  Mr.  Laurens  was  gone  from  Carolina  to  Con- 
gress, and  as  Mr.  Laurens  the  elder  has  not  yet  arrived,  there  seems  to 
bo  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  his  having  met  with  some  unhappy 
accident  at  sea. 

Adieu. 

W.  Lee. 


tiovell  to  Dumas.* 

PiiiLADELpniA,  ffuly  10,  1780. 

Sir:  I  know  not  how  I  can  profess  all  the  regard  which  I  feel  for 
yon  without  appearing,  on  the  one  hand,  to  do  it  upon  slight  grounds, 
or,  on  the  other,  to  have  delayed  it  too  long. 

1  have  been  stefvdily  in  Congress,  without  once  visiting  my  family  in 
Bo.ston,  since  January,  1777,  and  from  May,  that  year,  have  been  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs;  consequently,  I  am  well 
informed  of  your  truly  republican  spirit,  your  particular  affection  for 
these  States,  and  your  industry  in  their  service,  most  of  your  numerous 
letters,  down  to  December  30,  1779,  having  come  t.o  hand. 

The  honorable  gentleman  who  will  deliver  this,  being  also  a  member 

•  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  309. 
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of  0ongres8|  lias  a  jnst  esteem  for  yon,  and  promises  himself  much  ad- 
vantage from  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  you.  Mr.  Soarle  is 
well  able  to  make  a  due  return  of  the  benefits  from  the  fund  of  his  inti- 
macy with  American  state  afifairs,  his  extensive  commercial  knowledge, 
and  his  science  of  mankind,  gained  by  former  travels. 

I  shall  shortly  write  to  you  again  by  another  respectable  gentleman 
of  our  assembly,  and  I  will  use  every  means  to  make  him  the  bearer  of 
what  you  have  so  rightfully  solicited,  as  a  faithful  first  correspondent 
of  our  committee,  from  whom  you  will,  probably,  have  regular  oflicial 
letters  under  a  new  arrangement  of  a  secretiiryship,  which  \ms  been 
vacant  from  the  days  of  a  confusion  excited  by  an  indiscreet  and  illib- 
eral publication  here  on  the  5th  of  December,  1778,  and  which  you  havo 
read  with  grief. 

In  die  mean  time  I  hope  you  will  receive  kindly  this  individual  testi- 
mony of  cordial  friendship,  from,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

James  Lovell. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Madrid,  July  10, 1780. 

Sir  :  As  a  late  and  particular  letter  from  me  to  your  excellency  is 
now  on  the  way  to  America,  and  as  I  purpose  to  write  again  very  fully 
by  the  successor  of  M.  Miralles,  I  decline  saying  much  in  this  letter, 
which  I  shall  send  by  a  circuitous  and  hazardous  route. 

1  have  accepted  bills  to  the  amount  of  between  eleven  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars.  They  arrive  slowly  and  I  am  very  glad  of  it.  No 
news  of  Mr.  Laurens ;  I  regret  his  absence.  I  hope  the  terms  for  the 
sale  of  the  bills  on  me  will  not  be  lowered,  llemittanccs  have  really 
become  necessary.  Distressed  American  seamen  cost  a  good  deal. 
The  house  of  Le  Couteulx  have  advanced  money  for  them  at  Cadiz. 
[I  received  their  account  this  morning.  Copy  of  this  letter  and  account 
are  enclo  sed. jt 

I  had  yesterday  an  application  from  the  director  of  a  hospital  at  St. 
Andeira,  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  I  would  be  responsible  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  receiving  and  curing  a  New  England  master  of  a 
vessel,who  had  escaped  from  captivity  penniless,  having  one  of  his  legs 
so  injured  by  iron  fetters  as  to  be  in  danger  of  losing  it.  These  are 
calls  of  humanity.  I  entreat  Congress  to  enable  me  to  obey  them,  and 
to  establish  specific  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  these  affairs. 

The  surrender  of  Charleston  is  the  subject  of  much  speculation  and 
many  unfavorable  conjectures.    I  have  received  no  public  letters  since 


•MSS.  Dop.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  212,  with  verbal  cliangrs  and  oiiiis- 
sions. 

t  PosBago  in  brackotH  oniittod  in  Sparks'  cd. 
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I  left  Amorton,  except  one  from  the  committee,  enclosing  the  resolntions 
for  drawing  bills  on  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Fraiiklln  to  Vergennea* 

Passy,  July  10, 1780. 

Sir:  I  received  the  letter  yonr  excellencj'  did  me  tbe  honor  of  writ- 
ing to  me,  dated  June  30,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  it, 
containing  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Adams.f  1  have  taken  some 
pains  to  understand  the  subject  and  obtain  information  of  facts  from 
persons  recently  arrived,  having  received  no  letters  myself  that  ex- 
plain it.  I  can  not  say  that  I  yet  perfectly  understand  it;  but  in  this  I 
am  clear,  that  if  the  operation  directed  by  Congress  in  their  resolution 
of  March  the  18th  occasions,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  some  ine- 
quality of  justice,  that  inconvenience  ought  to  fall  wholly  on  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  States,  who  reap  with  it.the  advantages  obtained  by  the 
measure;  and  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  that  foreign  mer- 
chants, particularly  the  French,  who  are  our  creditors,  do  not  suffer  by 
it.  This  I  am  so  confident  the  Congress  will  do,  that  1  do  not  think 
any  representations  of  mine  necessary  to  persuade  them  to  it. 

1  shall  not  fail,  however,  to  lay  the  whole  before  them ;  and  I  beg 
that  the  king  may  be  assured  that  their  sentiments,  and  those  of  the 
Americans  in  general,  with  regard  to  the  alliance,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  them,  not  only  from  private  letters  but  from  authentic 
public  facts,  differ  widely  from  those  that  seem  to  be  expressed  by  Mr. 
Adams  in  his  letter  to  your  excellency,  and  are  filled  with  the  strongest 
expressions  of  the  friendship  of  France,  of  the  generous  manner  in 
which  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  enter  into  an  equal  tre^tty  with  us, 
and  of  the  great  obligations  our  country  is  under  for  the  important  aids 
he  has  since  aflbrded  us.J 

B.  Franklin.        ' 


•  :J  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  177;  8  Sparks'  471) ;  Franklin,  7  Jiigclow's  Frankhn,  10-2. 

f  Sco  Vcrgonnos  to  Franklin,  June  :U),  1780,  supra. 

t  Adams'  letter  to  Vorgonncs  of  Juno  22, 1780,  given  svpra^  while  it  takes  untenable 
ground  as  to  the  standard  by  whicli  governniont  debts  are  to  be  paid,  only  by  inipli- 
cation  shows  unfriendly  feeling  to  France.  IJut  Vergennes  understood  it  as  maintain- 
ing unjust  diRcrimination  against  Franco,  and  from  this  came  liis  letter  to  Franklin 
and  to  Adams,  each  of  Juno  30,  above  given.  To  that  to  Franklin  tho  letter  in  the 
text  is  a  reply. 
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Lorell  and  Houaton,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Dohrman.* 

PUILADBLPIIIA,  July   11,  1780. 

Sib:  Mr.  George  AndersoUi  of  Virginia,  haviug  iuforiiicil  us  of  the 
huinaue  and  beuevoletit  atteiitiou  aniforiuly  given  by  you  to  tbc  citizens 
of  these  States  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  csiptivated  at 
sea  and  carried  into  the  ports  of  Portugal,  wo  repn^sented  the  same  to 
Congress,  to  whom  it  gave  much  pleasure  to  know  that  ttiose  men  had 
found  a  patron  and  friend  disposed  to  alleviate  their  distresses. 

The  enclosed  resolve  constitutes  you  an  agent  of  Congress,  and  you 
will  from  time  to  time  receive  powers  and  instructions  from  that  bo<ly 
through  this  committee.  At  present,  we  need  only  say  in  general  that 
the  aifairs  of  the  citizens  of  America  applying  for  relief  in  captivity  are 
committed  to  your  discretion,  and  your  countenance  and  advice  in  mat- 
ters of  business  are  solicited  for  others. 

We  wish  to  learn  from  you  in  what  manner  you  would  be  repaid,  trust- 
ing that,  though  the  war  in  which  this  republic  is  engaged  oppresses 
it  with  expense,  and  calls  now  for  all  its  resources,  you  will  by  no  means 
fail  in  the  end  of  compensatioa. 

You  must  be  governed  in  your  advances  on  account  of  these  ITnited 
Suites  more  by  that  economy  which  their  circumstances  make  essen- 
tial than  by  the  liberality  of  your  own  habits,  which  American  subjects 
in  distress  will  probably  but  too  often  stimulate.  You  ought  to  know 
that  Dr.  Franklin  and  others  who  have  tidvanced  moneys  to  Amer- 
icans under  the  misfortune  of  captivity  have  transmitted  receipts  reg- 
ularly, so  that  due  charges  may  be  made  against  those  who  <ire  in  public 
service,  and  repayment  may  be  had  of  those  who  are  in  condition  to  make 
it  while  in  private  employ. 

You  will  correspond  with  our  ministers  and  agents  in  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland  whenever  you  may  thereby  promote  the  interests  of  these 
United  States,  for  which  you  have  manifested  already  so  much  regard. 
We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

James  Lovell. 
William  0.  UousxoN.t 


Lovell  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Franklin.* 

PiiiLADELriiiA,  July  11,  1780. 

Siu:  We  are  to  comuiuiiicate  to  you  that  Congress  entertain  a 
favorable  sense  of  the  attention  and  services  of  IMons.  dc  Chezaulx,  his 
most  Christian  nijijesty's  consul  at  the  port  of  IJergen,  in  Norway,  in 
the  late  affair  of  the  prizes  sent  in  there  by  the  squadron  commanded 
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by  Captain  Jones,  and  we  beg  yon  will  present,  tbrongh  the  proper 
channel  the  acknowledgment  to  be  made  for  the  polite  res|>ect  shown 
to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  these  States. 
We  are,  sir,  your  very  hamble  servants^ 

James  Lovell. 

W.  O.  Houston. 


LoveU  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreigu  AifalrBj  to  Franklin.* 

Philadelphia,  July  11th,  1780. 

Sir  :  Congress  having  appointed  the  honorable  Henry  Laarens  to 
solicit  a  loan  of  money  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  in 
order  to  facilitate  his  success  the  enclosed  resolution  has  been  passed. 
We  need  say  nothing  to  explsvin  or  urge  it*,  except  that  it  is  thought  a 
mark  of  attention  and  confidence  due  to  those  powers  named  in  it  that 
their  interest,  if  the  state  of  politics  inclines  them  to  exert  it,  will  have 
a  good  effect;  and  that  the  want  of  money  makes  this  loan  a  very  capi- 
tiil  object  to  the  United  States.  You  will,  we  are  sure,  give  Mr.  Lau- 
rens every  assistance  in  your  power,  and  solicit  the  countenance  of  the 
court  where  you  reside  to  forward  his  negotiations. 

Until  Mr.  Laurens  shall  arrive  Mr.  Adams  is  commissioned  and  em- 
powered to  undertake  that  business,  and  in  case  of  his  disability  Mr. 
Dana  is  in  like  manner  commissioned  and  empowered. 
We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

James  Lovell, 
W.  C.  Houston. 


Lovell  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Franklin,  t 

Philadelphia,  July  11, 1780. 
Sir  :  After  the  repeated  remonstrances  which  you  have  made  to  Con- 
gress on  tlie  subject  of  bills  of  exchange,  the  enclosed  resolution,  we  are 
well  aware,  will  need  an  apology.  We  regret  that  you  should  have  so 
much  trouble  and  bo  put  to  so  many  expedients  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
well  knowing  how  delicate  a  point  it  is  to  solicit  further  advances  after 
so  many  have  already  been  made.  Congress,  attending  to  your  letters 
and  representations,  have  taken  this  step  with  reluctance;  but  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  when  not  only  the  preparations  for  a  vigorous  campaign  ciill 
for  largo  expenditures,  but  the  expectation  of  a  co-operating  force  makes 
great  additions  necessary,  has  induced  them  to  risk  the  sum  mentioned. 


•2  Spnrks'  Dip.  Ucv.  Corn.,  Ill,  with  verbal  changes. 
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The  bills  will  not  be  drawn  faster  tban  indispensable  exigencies  may 
require,  and  it  is  to  be  boped  that  tbis  mode  of  commanding  cash  will 
not  be  again  resorted  to. 
We  are,  sir,  etc., 

James  Lovbll. 
vv.  o.  iiouston. 


Lovell  and  Honston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  J.  Adams.* 

rniLADELrniA,  July  11, 1780. 

The  enclosed  resolutions  and  commission  will  explain  themselves ;  t 
and  wo  have  only  to  add  a  request  that,  in  the  event  of  your  not  beiu{^ 
able  to  undertake  the  business  to  which  they  point,  you  will  furnish  Mr. 
Dana  with  the  papers,  as  we  have  not  time  to  make  out  or  procure  other 
copies  for  him. 

We  are,  sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 

William  Giiuucuill  Houston. 


Lovell  to  Jay.t 

July  11,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  By  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Ganloqui  &  Sons,  of  M«iy  3, 
received  yesterday,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  knoN^ing  you  were  then  well. 
In  a  postscript  to  me  of  his  former  of  February  24,  the  P.  S.  not 
dated,  he  says  he  hears  of  you  every  week.  This  creates  a  chagrin,  as 
we  have  none  of  your  favors  later  than  March  3.  You  are  not  to  sup- 
pose that  1  dare  to  complain;  1  have  read  my  Bible  to  better  pur[)ose. 
I  am  not  entitled  to  throw  the  *'  first  stone,'^  but  I  have  as  good  a  title 
as  anybody  to  palliate  my  own  faults,  and  to  shift  them  upon  others. 
There  is  said  to  be  a  committee  of  foreign  affairs;  each  member  is 
loaded  with  a  variety  of  business ;  two  have  amiable  wives  near  Phil- 
adelphia; I  miss  the  gentlemen,  therefore,  frequently.  Mr.  Livingston 
is  now  absent,  but  you  have  herewith  a  letter  he  sent  to  my  care  a 
few  days  ago.  The  weather  is  murderous  hot,  and  I  can  not  go  up 
and  down  to  the  offices  in  search  of  those  authenticated  ])apcrs,  which 
ought  to  be  regularly  forwarded  to  you  and  dignified  oflicers  abroad. 
You  will  bo  pleased,  therefore,  to  know  from  me  individually^  and  by 
way  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  June  21,  certified  by  me,  that  Mr. 
Dohrmau,  of  Lisbon,  is  appointed  our  agent  in  Portugal. 


•7  J.  Adams' Works,  217. 

t  Tho  resolutions  and  comiuissiou  autborizini;  Mr.  Adanm  to  oxocuto  the  diitios 
assigned  to  Mr.  Laurens  in  Holland  are  to  be  found  at  largo  in  tbo  secret  journals  of 
Congress,  vol.  2,  pp.  314-317.-— Note  to  7  J,  Adams'  Works. 

f  2  Jay's  Life,  ST), 
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Mr.  Scurle  is  tlio  bearer  of  tlii^,  via  France,  and  Mr.  Laareus  will 
either  go  for  Uolland  in  the  same  ship,  the  Jayj  or  will  sail  in  a  few 
days  by  another  opportunity  for  Uolhuid.  The  former  gentleman  is  on 
business  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  for  some  mercan- 
tile companies  also.  You  already  know  Mr.  Laurens  is  to.  negotiate  a 
loan.  Indeed,  an  instruction  was  given  to  a  committee  to  bring  in  a 
draft  of  a  letter  to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  these  States  at  Ver- 
sailles and  Madrid,  directing  them  to  inform  his  most  Ohristian  and 
Catholic  majesty  of  the  apimintment  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  to  solicit  the 
aid  of  their  majesties  respectively  on  this  occasion. 
I  am,  etc., 

James  Loyell. 


Lovell  aud  Houston  to  J.  Adams.  * 

In  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  July  12, 1780. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  description  of  the  bills  of  exchange  con- 
cerning which  we  have  written  you.  The  secret  checks  accompany  it 
They  are  just  furnished  us  by  the  treasury  board,  and  we  are  sorry  that 
the  paper  is  so  indifl'erent,  but  hope  it  will  answer  the  purpose  of  in- 
formation. We  are  assured  the  copy  is  exact.  It  is,  however,  necessary 
to  observe  that,  unless  the  impression  of  the  bills  is  very  fine  and  clean, 
it  will  be  very  diilicult  to  discover  the  whole  of  the  secret  checks  per- 
fectly. 

We  are,  sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 

William  Ciiuuouill  Houston. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergenue8.t 

Taris,  Juhj  13,  1780. 

Sir  :  15y  the  treaty  of  alliance  of  the  Gth  of  February,  1778,  his  maj- 
esty and  the  United  States  aj:?reed,  in  case  of  war,  to  join  their  councils 
and  oHorts  against  the  enterprises  of  the  common  enemy;  to  make  it  a 
couinion  cause  and  aid  e<ach  other  mutually  with  their  good  ofiices,  their 
councils,  aud  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  conjunctures; 
and  cacli  of  the  contracting  parties  in  the  manner  it  may  judge  most 
proper  is  to  make  all  the  ellorts  in  its  power  against  the  common  enemy. 

I  have  cited  these  clauses  from  the  treaty  not  ivs  foundations  of  any 

•7.7.  Adams'  WorkH,21H. 

t  MSS.  Dup.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Coir.,  ITS,  with  -verbal  chaDgea;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  218. 

Totliis  letter  Ver;;en lies  replied  July  20,  1780  (see  iw/ra),  showing  tlio  naval  eflbrts 
KniiKe  was  then  making,  and  the  answer  those  eilbrts  (^ave  to  the  diacuntonts  of 
whieh  Adams  spoke. 
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demand  that  I  have  to  make,  because  they  are  neither  proper  to  support 
any  demand,  nor  have  I  authority  to  make  any  if  they  were,  but  as  an 
apology  for  the  liberty  I  take  of  requesting  yonr  excellency's  attention 
to  a  few  observations  upon  the  present  conjuncture  of  aflairs. 

It  is  certain,  from  the  be^t  intelligence  from  London,  as  well  as  from 
the  debates  in  Parliament  on  the  several  motions  which  have  been  made 
for  a  pacification,  that  the  British  ministry  are  inflexibly  determined  to 
pursue  the  war  another  campaign  in  America,*  to  send  more  troops  and 
ships  there  if  they  possibly  can  obtain  them,  and  to  put  to  the  hazard 
not  only  the  national  credit,  but  their  maritime  power,  and  even  their 
political  existence,  rather  than  give  up  their  designs  of  domination  over 
America;  and  indeed  this  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  min- 
isters and  the  nation  who  have  so  far  lost  their  justice,  their  humanity, 
and  policy  as  to  deliberately  form  and  pursue  the  plan  of  changing 
the  foundations  of  the  laws  and  government  of  thirteen  Colonies  and 
reducing  them  to  slavery,  and  who  have  pursued  their  object  with  sucli 
sanguinary  fury  for  so  many  years,  should  persist  so  as  to  bury  them- 
selves in  the  ruins  of  their  empire  rather  than  to  fail  of  their  purpose, 
when  it  is  plain  they  consider  tlie  same  ruin  in  the  independence  of 
America  and  her  connections  with  France. 

The  conduct  of  Count  de  Guichen  on  the  17th  of  April  and  on  the 
15th  and  19th  of  May  in  the  West  Indies  doc^s  great  honor  to  the 
national  bravery  as  well  as  their  science  in  naval  tactics,  and  shows  that 
there  is  no  cause  to  fear  that  the  enemy  will  obtain  any  advantage  there. 
Yet  nothing  has  yet  been  done  on  either  side  that  seems  decisive. 

The  advantages  which  Spain  has  gained  in  West  Florida,  and  partic- 
ularly of  late  at  Mobile,  and  the  probability  that  they  will  succeed  in 
acquiring  both  the  Floridas,  show  that  the  English  are  on  the  losing 
hand  in  that  quarter ;  but  it  is  not  the  loss  of  both  the  Floridas  nor  of 
all  the  West  India  islands,  in  my  opinion,  that  will  induce  them  to 
m<ike  peace,  and  acknowledge  the  independence  of  America  in  alliance 
with  France.  They  will  see  every  possession  they  have  beyond  their 
island  lopped  off,  one  after  another,  before  they  will  do  this. 

I  presume  not  to  know  to  what  part  of  America  M.  de  Ternay  and  M. 
de  Bochambeau  are  destined,  but  to  whatever  part  it  is,  whether  Can- 
ada, Nova  Scotia,  New  York,  Carolina,  or  Georgia,  I  have  no  hopes  of 
anything  decisive  from  their  operations,  although  they  should  be 
instructed  to  co-operate  with  General  Washington.  If  they  should  bo 
destined  against  Canada  or  Nova  Scotia  they  may  succeed;  but  this 
success  will  not  be  decisive.  If  they  are  intended  against  New  York, 
I  have  no  hopes  of  their  success.  The  naval  force  is  not  sullicient  to 
command  the  seas;  Admiral  Graves  added  to  the  ships  before  at  New 
York  will  be  superior;  and  I  shall  venture  to  give  my  oi)inion  that 
without  a  superiority  of  naval  force  New  York  will  never  be  taken.  It 
is  so  situated,  so  fortified,  it  is  garrisoned  with  troops  so  accustomed  to 
war,  and  so  embittered  and  inflamed  by  cruel  passions,  carefully  nursed 
wii — VOL  III 54 
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Up  in  their  breasts  by  their  king  aud  their  generals,  aud  it  is  universal! j 
regarded  by  them  a  port  of  such  essential  importance,  that  I  confess  I 
should  despair  of  success  against  it  with  an  army  twice  as  nuroeroas 
as  that  of  the  Generals  AYashington  and  Kochambeau  united  while  the 
English  are  masters  of  the  seas,  or  even  while  they  have  there  an 
equality  of  naval  power. 

J\Iost  people  in  Europe  have  wondered  at  the  inactivity  of  the  Amer- 
ican army  for  these  two  years  past;  but  it  is  merely  from  want  of  knowl- 
edge or  attention.  Tiie  true  cause  of  it  is  the  English  have  confined 
themselves  to  their  strongholds  in  seaport  towns,  and  have  been  shel- 
tered from  all  attacks  aud  insults  there  by  the  guns  of  their  men-of-war, 
aud  forever  will  be  so  while  they  have  the  superiority  of  the  sea.  If 
our  army  had  been  three  times  a^  uuuierous  as  it  was  it  must  have 
remained  inactive  without  a  fleet  to  co  operate  with  it;  for  an  attack 
upon  New  York  without  a  fleet  would  have  been  only  sacrificing  the 
lives  of  tiiousauds  of  brave  men  without  a  possibility  of  succeeding. 

Ilad  the  Euglish  two  years  ago  marched  into  the  country  from  Phil- 
adelphia instead  of  retreating  back  with  x)recipitation  to  New  York 
Europe  would  have  heard  more  of  the  exertions  of  the  American  army — 
so  much  more,  that  in  my  opiuion  you  would  have  heard  of  their  total 
destruction.  As  it  was,  they  were  closely  pursued,  attacked,  and  if 
jiot  beaten,  yet  they  luul  much  the  worst  of  the  action,  for  besides  their 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  in  those  who  perished  under  the 
fatigue  and  heat  of  the  day,  not  less  than  five  hundred  deserted  from 
them,  and  their  desertions  would  have  been  multiplied  in  every  unsuc- 
cessful engagement  within  tlic  country. 

If  the  last  year  the  enemy  had  marched  out  into  the  country  instead 
of  remaining  under  cover  of  their  men-of-war  1  am  equally  cle.ar  that 
they  would  have  been  ruined.  Tlie  English  ever  since  the  alliance 
have  been  fearfully  apprehensive  of  an  attack  upon  their  strongholds 
upon  the  seacoasts  by  the  French.  This  it  was  induced  them  to  re- 
treat from  riiiladelphia  to  New  York,  and  this  has  kept  tliem  almost 
wholly  confined  to  that  garrison  the  last  year.  I  mention  this  merely 
to  wipe  off  tbe  imputation  said  to  result  from  the  inactivity  of  our 
army  since  the  alliance,  by  showing  the  true  cause  of  it,  that  it  pro- 
ceeds not  from  any  change  of  sentiments  in  the  Americans,  but  from 
the  change  of  the  mode  of  prosecuting  the  war  on  the  part  of  our  ene- 
mies. 

I  am,  however,  clearly  of  oi)inion,  aud  1  know  it  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  America,  that  the  English,  both  in  North  America  and  in  the 
AVest  India  islands,  have  been  for  these  two  years  past  absolutely  in 
the  power  of  their  enemies,  and  they  are  so  now,  and  will  continue  to 
be  so  in  such  a  degree  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  but  attention  to 
their  situation  and  a  judicious  application  of  the  forces  of  the  allies  to 
accomplish  the  entire  reduction  of  their  power  in  America.  In  order 
to  show  this  let  me  beg  your  excellency's  attention  to  a  few  remarks 


JULY   13,  1780.  851 

upon  the  situation  of  the  English  and  apon  the  method  of  <'vpplying 
the  forces  of  the  allies  so  as  to  reduce  them. 

The  English  are  in  possession  of  Canada,  a  province  vastly  exten- 
sive, and  in  which  there  are  a  great  number  of  posts  at  a  great  distance 
from  each  other,  necessary  tb  be  maintained  among  a  people,  too,  who 
are  by  no  means  attached  to  them,  but  who  would  readily  afford  all 
the  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  united  forces  of  France  and  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  would  join  them  in  considerable  numbers.  In 
this  whole  province  the  English  have  not,  comprehending  the  garrisons 
of  all  their  posta,  more  than  four  thousand  men. 

The  English  are  in  possession  of  Nova  Scotia;  tbqy  have  in  Halifux 
and  the  other  posts  of  the  province  and  at  Penobscot  about  three 
thousand  men.  But  the  people  of  this  province,  being  descendants  and 
emigrants  from  New  England  chiefly,  sire  discontented  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  and  desirous  of  joining  the  United  States.  They  are 
in  possession  of  New  York  Island,  Long  Island,  and  Stalcn  Island, 

where  they  have  in  all  of  regular  troops  perhai)S thousand  men. 

The  militia,  volunteers,  etc.,  of  whom  they  make  such  an  ostentatious 
display  in  the  despatches  of  their  generals  and  in  the  gazettes  of  St. 
James  are  of  very  little  consideration  ;  their  numbers  are  much  exag- 
gerated ;  it  is  force  and  fear  and  policy  that  enrol  the  greater  part  of 
them ;  there  are  perhaps  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  city.  These, 
together  with  the  army  and  navy,  are  fed  and  supplied  with  provisions 
and  stores  and  fuel,  and  their  cattle  and  horses  with  forage,  brought 
by  sea  from  Quebec,  Halifax,  Ireland,  and  the  West  India  islands, 
except  the  small  quantity  which  they  draw  from  Long  Island  and 
Staten  Island. 

They  are  now  in  possession  of  Charlestown,  in  South  Carolina,  and 
Savannah,  in  Georgia.  Their  armies  and  navies  in  these  places,  as 
well  as  the  inhabitants,  must  be  chiefly  supjdied  by  sea  in  the  same 
manner.  They  are  still  perhaps  in  possession  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East 
Florida,  and  Pensacola,  in  the  West.  From  these  places  they  have 
drawn  of  late  years  great  supplies  of  lumber  and  provisions  for  their 
West  India  islands.    The  number  of  troops  in  Georgia  and  Carolina 

may  amount  to thousand.    They  are  in  possession  of  Jamaica, 

Barbadoes,  Antigua,  St.  Christopher's,  and  St.  Lucia,  and  of  other 
islands.  These  draw  supplies  of  provisions  and  lumber,  etc.,  from 
'Quebec,  Halifax,  Pensacola,  and  Augustine — that  is,  fron\  the  Floridas. 
The  number  of  troops  they  have  in  each  island  I  am  not  able  to  ascer- 
tain ;  but  certainly  they  are  not  strong  in  any  of  them  ;  and  the  climate 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  Georgia  and  Carolina  is  making  a  rapid 
consumption  of  their  men. 

From  this  sketch  it  will  be  easily  seen  what  a  great  number  of  posts 
they  have  to  sustain;  how  these  are  mutually  connected  with  and  de- 
pendent on  each  other,  and  that  their  existence  in  all  of  them  depends 
upon  their  superiority  at  sea,  and  that  to  carry  on  the  intercourse  and 
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commuuication  between  these  various  places  a  vast  number  of  trans- 
ports, provisiou  vessels,  and  merchant  ships  are  necessary.  This  is  so 
much  the  fact  that  the  English  nation  has  now  little  navigation  left 
but  what  is  employed  in  maintaining  the  communication  of  these  places 
with  one  another  and  with  Europe.  Here,  then,  it  is  that  the  English 
commerce  and  navy  arc  vulnerable;  and  this  it  is  which  clearly  points 
out  to  their  enemies  the  only  sure  and  certain  way  of  reducing  their 
power  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  $  and  if  it  is  reduced  there,  it  is 
brought  into  a  narrow  compass  everywhere. 

The  policy  and  necessity  of  keeping  always  a  superior  fleet  both  in 
the  West  India  islands  and  on  the  coast  of  the  continent  of  Korth 
America  is  from  all  this  very  obvious.  The  English  are  so  sensible  of 
this,  that  they  dread  it  as  the  greatest  evil  that  can  befall  them.  The 
appearance  of  the  Count  d'Estaiug  upon  the  coast  of  North  America 
never  failed  to  throw  the  English  into  the  utmost  terror  and  consterna- 
tion. 

The  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  upon  our  coasts  has  repeatedly  com- 
X>elled,  and  ever  must  compel,  the  English  to  call  ofl*  from  their  cruises 
all  their  frigates  and  other  ships,  and  to  assemble  them  at  New  York 
for  their  security  and  the  defense  of  that  place.  These  are  among  the 
happy  effects  of  such  a  measure.  The  communication  of  the  United 
States  not  only  with  each  other,  but  with  the  West  Indies,  with  France, 
and  all  other  parts  of  Europe  with  which  they  have  any  concern,  is  imme- 
dintely  opened,  and  they  are  thereby  easily  furnished  in  all  parts  with 
everything  fitting  and  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  greatest 
vigor.  Ilis  majesty's  fleets  and  armies  will  be  amply  and  much  more 
cheaply  supplied,  and  his  subjects  will  reap,  in  common  with  the  inhab- 
itants of  tbe  United  States,  the  benefits  of  this  free  commerce.  It  will 
give  free  sea  room  to  the  few  frigates  belonging  to  Congress  and  the 
several  States  to  cruise  for  the  merchant  ships,  provision  vessels,  and 
transports  of  the  enemy.  It  gives  opportunity  also  to  the  privateers  to 
do  the  same.  There  are  at  this  day,  notwithstanding  the  dreadful  sac- 
rifices made  at  Charlestown  and  Penobscot,  the  Continental  frig- 
ates, the  Confederacy,  which  is  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  the  Allianc€j 
which  will  soon  bo  there,  the  Trumbull,  the  Deane,  the  Bourbon,  and 
also  a  ship  of  fifty  six  guns  which  is  neiirly  ready  for  sea.  The  State  of 
]\l{issachusetts  has  two  frigates  and  several  smaller  vessels.  There  are, 
besides  these,  now  in  being,  belonging  to  Newburjport,  Beverly,  Salem, 
Marblchead,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  and  Rhode  Island,  about  forty  i)riva- 
teers.    There  are  several  belonging  to  Philadelphia. 

If  a  French  fleet  shonld  constantly  remain  on  that  coast,  the  number 
of  these  privateers  would  be  doubled  in  a  very  few  months.  What 
havoc,  then,  must  these  armed  vessels  make,  especially  if  a  few  French 
frigates  should  be  also  ordered  to  cruise  for  prizes  among  the  provision 
vessels,  merchant  ships,  and  transports,  passing  and  repassing  to  and 
from  America  and  the  West  Indies  to  Europe,  and  to  and  from  Amer- 
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ioa  and  the  West  Indios,  aud  to  and  from  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia,  New 
York,  Oharlestown,  Savannah,  and  the  Floridas.  Sach  depredations 
have  several  times  been  made  by  onr  cruisers  alone  as  to  reduce  the 
English  at  New  York  to  very  ^reat  distress,  and  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  rednce  them  in  this  way  to  such  misery  as  to  oblige  them  to  surren- 
der at  discretion. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration 
whether  there  is  any  possible  way  that  a  marine  force  ciM\  be  employed 
against  the  English  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  France  and  the  dis- 
advantage of  England  as  in  this  way,  and  whether  upon  the  principles 
of  French  interest  and  policy  alone,  even  without  taking  into  consider- 
ation that  of  the  United  States,  a  fleet  ought  not  to  be  constantly  kept 
in  North  America.  The  advantages  they  will  there  have  in  artists, 
supplies,  accommodations,  etc.,  above  the  English  are  obvious. 

But  the  question  will  arise,  where  shall  they  winter  f  I  auswer,  they 
can  winter  with  perfect  security  and  advantage  cither  at  Boston,  Kliode 
Island,  Delaware,  or  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Another  question  will  arise,  whether  they  shouhl  all  winter  together 
in  one  port  or  be  separated  to  several  ports  t  I  apprehend,  however, 
that  it  would  be  most  prudent  to  leave  to  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  squadron  to  keep  the  8qu<a(1ron  together  or  to 
detach  parts  of  it,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  advising 
with  Congress  or  with  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  from  time  to  time. 

Two  ships  of  the  line,  with  three  frigates,  stationed  at  Boston,  with 
orders  to  cruise  occasionally  for  the  protection  of  French  and  Aniericau 
trade  and  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  the  same  number  at  Rhode  Is- 
land with  the  same  orders,  the  same  number  at  Delaware  River  with 
'  similar  orders,  and  a  like  number  in  Chesapeake  Bay  with  like  orders, 
which  would  make  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  twelve  frigates,  I  have  a 
moral  certainty  would  in  one  year  reduce  the  power  of  the  English  in 
North  America  to  absolute  annihilation  without  striking  a  blow  on 
land.  These  ships  would  make  a  diversion  of  an  equal  force  of  the 
English  from  the  West  India  Islands,  so  that  they  would  be  in  thsit 
respect. as  usefully  employed  for  his  majesty  there  as  anywhere.  Eiglit 
ships  of  the  line  and  twelve  frigates  stationed  together  at  Rhode  Island 
with  orders  to  cruise  for  the  same  purposes  would  do  the  same  thing. 

Which  plan  would  bo  the  best  I  dare  not  undertake  to  say,  but  until 
further  informed  and  instructed  by  Congress  I  should  think,  however, 
that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  station  the  licet  for  the  winter  either  in 
Delaware  or  Chesapeake  Bay ;  and  as  the  war  has  lately  turned  to  the 
southward  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  Chesapeake  Bay  would  be  the 
most  proper. 

But  in  all  events,  I  beg  leave  to  entreat  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
that  a  powerful  fleet  maybe  ordered  to  winter  somewhere  in  North 
America.    By  this  means  I  think  there  is  a  moral  ccrtaint^^  the  Englisk 
will  be  ruined  there,  wheresis  if  dependence  is  had  upon  the  assaul* 
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and  attack  of  thoir  strongholds  without  the  most  absolute  command  of 
the  sea  I  fear  it  will  end  in  disappointment  and  disgrace. 

There  is  the  more  urgent  reason  for  laying  these  considerations  be- 
fore your  excellency,  because  there  is  a  portion  of  the  people  in  America 
who  wish  to  return  to  the  domination  of  Oreat  Britain,  many  of  whom 
arc  sensible  and  artful  men.  They  take  notice  of  every  circumstance 
of  the  conduct  of  France,  and  represent  it  in  such  a  light  as  they 
think  will  throw  a  prejudice  against  the  alliance  into  the  minds  of 
the  people.  They  represent  the  affair  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  Savan- 
nah and  of  some  other  things  as  proofs  that  the  court  of  France  do 
not  mean  to  give  any  effectual  aid  to  America,  but  only  to  play  o£f  her 
strength  against  that  of  Britain  and  thus  exhaust  both.  The  refugees 
in  England  concur  with  them  in  these  representations,  and  the  min- 
istry and  the  members  of  Parliament  in  their  public  speeches  represent 
the  same  thing. 

Even  Mr.  Hartley,  who  is  more  for  peace  than  any  man  in  that  king- 
dom, in  a  printed  letter  to  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York,  says: 
^*  It  is  our  duty  to  unravel  by  negotiation  the  combination  of  powers 
now  acting  against  us;"  and  ho  says  further,  in  express  words,  that 
*Mt  is  apparent  to  all  the  world  that  France  might  long  ago  have  put 
an  end  to  that  part  of  the  war  which  has  been  most  distressing  to 
America  if  they  had  chosen  so  to  do."  He  must  mean  here  the  war 
of  tbeir  frigates  and  privateers  upon  our  trade.  "  Let  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  France  be  considered,"  says  he,  **  from  the  beginning  down  to 
the  late  retreat  from  Savannah,  and  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  put  any 
other  construction  upon  it  but  this,  viz.,  that  it  has  always  been  the 
deliberate  intention  and  object  of  Franco,  for  purposes  of  their  own,  to 
encourage  the  continuation  of  the  war  in  America  in  hopes  of  exhaust- 
ing the  strength  and  resources  of  tiiis  country  and  of  depressing  the 
rising  power  of  America."  This  is  not  only  the  language  of  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, but  the  general  lanjjnago  of  newspapers  and  pamphlet's,  and,  I  am 
well  informed,  of  conversation  in  England.  These  are  very  industri- 
ously sent  to  America  through  v.irious  channels,  which  can  not  be 
stopped  by  laws,  art,  or  power. 

The  body  of  the  people  have  great  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of 
France;  but  if  these  contrary  opinions  should  be  suffered  to  gain 
ground,  as  they  nio^t  assuredly  will  if  something  is  not  done  to  pre- 
vent it,  when  all  the  world  sees  and  declares  as  they  do  that  it  is  the 
best  policy  of  France,  if  she  considered  her  own  interest  alone  in  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  to  kee[)  a  superior  naval  force  upon  the  coasts  of 
the  continent  of  North  Auicrica,  I  leave  your  excellency  to  judge  what 
a  melancholy  eil'cct  it  will  have  upon  our  affairs.  There  is  no  event,  in 
my  opinion,  which  would  have  so  direct  a  tendency  to  give  force  and 
extent  to  opinions  so  dangerous  to  both  nations  fis  the  calling  off  from 
the  continent  your  naval  force  during  the  winter  and  not  keeping  a 
superiority  there  through  the  year.    I  scrux)le  not  to  give  it  as  my 
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opinion  that  it  will  disunite,  weaken,  nnd  distress  ns  more  than  we 
sboald  have  been  disunited,  weakened,  or  distressed  if  the  alliaiiee  had 
never  been  made. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  a  great  and  powerful  people,  what- 
ever European  statesmen  may  think  of  them.  If  we  take  into  our  esti- 
mate the  numbers  and  the  character  of  her  i>eo])Ie,  the  extent,  variety, 
and  fertility  of  her  soil,  her  commerce  and  her  skill  and  materials  for 
shipbuilding,  and  her  seamen,  excepting  France,  Spain,  lOngland,  tlie 
Emperor,  and  liussia,  there  is  not  a  State  in  Europe  so  i)owerful. 
Breaking  off  such  a  nation  as  this  from  the  ICnjjlish  so  suddenly  and 
uniting  it  so  closely  with  France  is  one  of  the  most  oxtraordiiiary 
events  that  ever  happened  among  mankind.  The  prejudices  of  nations 
in  favor  of  themselves  and  against  all  other  nations,  which  spring  from 
self-love,  and  are  often  nurtured  by  policy  for  unworthy  purposes,  and 
which  have  been  ever  cCrtainl^^  cultivated  by  the  Enghsh  with  the 
utmost  care  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  as  well  as  of  the  peoi)lc  of 
every  other  part  of  their  dominions,  certainly  deserve  the  attention  of 
the  wisest  statesmen ;  and  as  they  are  not  to  be  eradicated  in  a  mo- 
ment, they  require  to  be  managed  with  vsome  delicacy. 

It  is  too  often  said  in  France  (where  the  prejudice  against  the  English 
has  not  been  fostered  with  so  much  rancor  because  France  never  had  so 
much  to  fear  from  England  as  England  had  from  France)  that  "  the 
Americans  and  the  English  are  the  same  thing,"  not  to  make  it  appear 
that  there  are  some  remnants  of  prejudices  against  the  Americans 
among  the  French,  and  it  must  be  confessed  there  are  sonie  in  America 
against  France.  It  is  really  astonishing,  however,  that  there  are  so 
few  ;  and  it  is  the  interest  and  duty  of  both  to  lessen  them  {is  fast  as 
possible,  and  to  avoid,  with  the  nicest  care,  every  colorable  cause  of 
reviving  any  part  of  them. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  excuse  this  trouble,  because  the  stfite  of 
things  in  America  has  really  become  alarming,  and  this  merely  for  the 
want  of  a  few  French  men-of-war  upon  that  coast. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adam.s. 


Neufville  8t  Son  to  Jay.* 

AMSTEUl)y\M,  Jnhj  13,  1780. 
Sir  :  Never  letter  could  have  been  more  welcome  than  the  favor  your 
excellency  honored  us  with  of  the  2oth  of  the  past  month,  as  it  expresses 
a  true  concern  about  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens  and  your  appro- 
bation of  our  conduct.  As  we  from  the  beginning  acted  from  princi- 
ple in  the  American  cause,  and  never  will  prevaricate,  this  is  only  from 
the  same  motive,  but  we  shall  be  sorry  if  we  should  not  be  snpportcMl, 
and  that  it  is  out  of  your  excellency's  power  to  do  it.     We  can  not  judge 


•MS8.  Dcp.  of  Slate  ;  \  iSpark.s'  Dip.  Kov.  Cnrr.,  2\\\,  with  verbal  chanj^cs. 
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how  far  those  drafts  may  go,  and  if  weha<l  not  expected  that  your  excel- 
lences as  well  as  Dr.  Franklin,  would  have  been  willing  and  able  to 
answer  for  a  tiifle  (one  or  two  liundred  thousand  guilders)  in  such  a 
matter  as  this  it  would  have  been  a  folly  to  undertake  it 

Dr.  Franklin  wrote  to  us  that  people  would  be  satisfied  to  have  the 
bills  en  registered,  but  we  found  the  contrary ;  several  of  them  would 
have  them  duly  protested,  and  until  to  day  we  have  again  accepted 
them  all ;  but  how  it  will  go  further  we  do  not  know.  We  were  very 
sensible  to  the  hint  3^our  excellency  was  i)leased  to  give  us  of  making 
a  loan  here.  We  might  from  time  to  time  have  got  some  money  in  that 
way  if  properly  authorized  ;  and  our  good-will  and  influence  certainly 
would  have  brought  it  further  than  it  had  been  done  by  the  house  which 
was  formerly  intrusted  with  it,  and  we  have  long  ago  desired  a  loan 
should  bo  opened  in  our  hands,  but  we  never  could  properly  obtain  it 
A  trifle  of  allowance,  and  chiefly  the  largeness  of  the  sum  which  was 
required  from  us  to  answer  for  at  once,  prevented  it,  so  we  did  not  fall 
on  the  idea  of  mentioning  it  again.  We  can  and  may  work  for  glory, 
but  on  a  Large  scale  wo  can  not  sacrifice  our  own  [interest].  Every 
catastrophe  in  favor  of  or  against  America  has  with  our  public  a  great 
influence.  So  the  capture  of  Charleston  would  be  very  much  against 
us  at  this  moment  for  such  a  purpose ;  and  though  we  could  not  flatter 
ourselves  to  go  any  length  with  it,  a  very  particular  circumstance  might 
revive  the  American  spirit ;  and  it  would  even  require  some  time  before 
such  a  power  was  brought  into  due  terms  whereon  we  could  engage 
anything. 

This  is  certain,  that  in  a  moment  as  critical  as  the  present  a  small 
Biim  would  save  the  honor  of  Congress,  and  in  that  light  could  not  be 
paid  for  too  dear,  which  made  us  think  on  a  method,  that  your  excel- 
lency could  employ  a  banker,  and  likewise  Dr.  Franklin ;  that  we,  draw- 
ing on  cither  of  your  excelloncies,  if  we  were  sure  you  would  approve  of 
it,  could  prolong  terms  in  all  probability,  and  without  doubt  as  long  as 
should  bo  needful,  and  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  that  by 
his  means  and  instructions  proper  measures  could  be  taken. 

We  must  also  expect  that  Congress  (as  on  the  first  days  of  May  they 
were  informed  that  Mr.  Laurens  had  not  sailed)  will  have  been  attentive 
to  provide  for  those  bills,  and  have  considered  the  consequences,  as  we 
do  in  Europe.  We  write  the  same  idea  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  propose  to 
him,  if  he  should  not  approve  of  such  a  method  or  find  a  better,  to  em- 
l)ower  us  for  a  loan,  as  wo  know  ho  had  formerly  instructions  thereon. 
We  are  too  nice  and  anxious  for  the  credit  of  Congress  that  we  could 
nmke  aii}^  use  thereof  if  it  should  hurt  matters  any  way ;  but  it  is  not 
possible  to  know  what  may  be  done  before  a  proper  trial ;  and  we  are 
obliged  at  last  to  speak  i)lain,  that  whatever  bills  now  further  should 
olVcr  we  can  not  accept  any  more.  We  wish  our  proposals  may  not 
seem  incongruous;  we  make  them  with  the  more  assurance,  as  we  are 
not  conducted  by  any  other  motive  than  by  the  most  extended  desire 
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to  prevent  every  difficnlty  whicli  coald  in  any  way  hinder  the  reputa- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  de  Neufville  &  Son. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Pabis,  July  14,  1780. 

SiB :  The  advices  from  The  Hague  of  the  9th  are  that  the  talk  had 
been  of  a  congress  to  be  held  in  that  residence;  but  as  her  majesty 
the  Empress  of  Russia  had  given  to  understand  that  she  desired  that 
the  conferences  shoukl  be  held  at  Petersburgh  the  States-General  have 
consequently  named,  upon  the  proposition  of  his  serene  highness  the 
Prince  Stadtholder,  the  Baron  de  Waassenaar  Starrenburg  and  the 
Baron  Van  Heckeren  de  Brantrenburg,  deputies  to  the  asscmby  of  their 
high  mightinesses  on  the  part  of  the  provinces  of  Holland,  West  Fries- 
land,  and  Utrecht,  ministers  plenipotentiaries  to  go  to  Petersburgh,  to 
the  end  to  assist  there  at  the  conferences  which  are  to  be  held  for  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  neuters.  And  that  the  Chevalier  Llano, 
now  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Catholic  majesty  to  their  high 
mightinesses,  had  arrived  at  that  residence. 

The  English  continue  to  fill  all  the  newspapers  of  Europe  with  the 
despatches  of  Clinton,  Cornwallis,  Tarleton,  etc.,  of  their  triumphant 
progress  in  Carolina;  and  we  are  unable  to  obtain  a  syllable  from  any 
part  of  America  to  contradict  it  or  explain  it.  It  is  devoutly  to  be 
wishpd  that  Congress  would  appoint  some  active  and  intelligent  secre- 
tary for  foreign  affairs,  and  make  it  his  dut}'  to  transmit  the  journals, 
newspapers,  and  other  intelligence,  and  duplicates  and  triplicates  of 
them,  to  their  servants  abroad.  Vessel  after  vessel  arrives,  even  di- 
rectly from  Philadelphia,  and  we  can  not  get  the  journals,  papers,  and 
scarcely  a  private  letter  by  them.  Surely  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  is  of  some  importance  to  the  Unit^  States,  and  their  most  im- 
portant ofQcers  abroad  ought  not  to  be  less  informed  than  every  private 
merchant.  The  successes  of  the  English  in  Carolina  have  filled  them 
with  the  most  ridiculous  exultations.  They  have  thrown  off  the  mask 
entirely,  and  talk  now  almost  universally  of  nothing  but  unconditionnl 
submission  ;  not  an  idea  of  peace  is  entertained.  They  are  perfectly 
confident  the  Congress  will  not  maintain  their  authority  three  months. 
They  have  filled  the  world  with  histories  of  insurrections  at  Philadel- 
phia, whicli  drove  the  Congress  to  Lancaster,  killed  the  French  minis- 
ter, etc.  The  stocks  rose  three  and  three-fourths  percent.  This  is  the 
wise  nation  that  is  to  govern  America,  {is  they  think,  at  their  i)leasure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


•  MSS.  Dcp.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Corr.,  18(1,  with  vt^rbal  changos. 


858  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  15,  1780. 
Sir:  The  news  from  Ooustantinople  is : 

That  upou  tliu  ad  vice  that  a  fleet  of  French  inerchantmen  from  Marseilles  was 
blocked  up  by  the  Eu^lish  criiiHcrs  in  the  port  of  Milo,  the  Comto  do  St.  Priest,  am- 
bajwador  of  France,  presented  a  memoir  to  the  Porte,  complaining  of  this  last  viola- 
tion of  the  last  ap^reement  made  between  the  Ottoman  Qoverument  and  the  anibawa- 
dors  of  the  belligerent  powers  for  the  maintenance  of  the  neutrality.  In  consequence 
the  Reis  Eflendi  reqne8t<o<l  Mr.  Atuslie,  the  British  ambassador,  to  give  orders  conform- 
ably to  the  said  agreement  to  the  cruisers  of  his  nation  to  respect  the  coasts,  forts,  aod 
havens  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  not  to  commit  hostilities  but  in  open  sea.  The 
ambaRsndor  answered  "  that  he  approved  the  requisitions  of  the  Porte  too  much  not 
to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  make  the  English  cruisers  observe  the  orders 
which  hud  been  before  given  them.*'  Nevertheless,  the  Corote  de  St.  Priest  Judged 
proper,  by  way  of  further  precaution,  to  send  the  consul  of  his  nation  who  resides  at 
the  DardnuelloM  to  the  Captain  Pacha,  who  is  now  in  the  Archipelago  with  his  fleet, 
to  desire  him  to  have  a  care  that  the  French  fleet  should  suffer  no  insult.  The  Otto- 
man admiral  innnediately  complied  with  this  requisition ;  and  wo  learn  by  the 
French  consul,  who  is  returned  here,  that  having  found  this  commandant  at  Metelin, 
he  had  no  sooner  learned  the  object  of  his  commission  than  ho  detached  some  to  go 
to  the  succor  of  tliu  fleet  blocked  at  Milo.  13ut  his  assistance  will  not  have  been  nec- 
essary, because,  nccording  to  letters  from  Smyrna,  the  six  English  cruisers  which  held 
tlie  French  fleet  shut  up,  having  had  the  audacity  to  attack  this  convoy  even  in  the 
port,  the  Chevalier. d'Entrecastenx  who  commanded  it,  had  shattered  them,  after  an 
engagement  of  several  hours,  in  such  a  manner  that  he  had  put  them  out  of  a  condi- 
tion to  keep  the  sea,  and  that  they  must  have  retired  to  Pares. 

,StockhoJmt  June  *27. — The  king  having  judged  proper  to  name  an  admiral-general  of 
his  fleet,  has  chosen  for  this  eminent  post  the  major-general  and  commander  of  the 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  the  Sword,  Henry  de  Trolle.  M.  de  Moussiu  Pnscbkin, 
envoy  from  Russia,  is  arrived  hero  from  Petersburgh. 

UaynCy  July  10. — The  admiralty  of  Amsterdam  has  put  in  commission,  with  the 
advice  of  the  prince  st.idtholdcr,  the  vessels  the  Admiral  de  Jieister,  of  sixty-eight 
guns,  and  the  Jlercditavi/  Prince,  of  fifty-six. 

Jfnmhnrf/,  Jnne2'^. — The  Mars,  a  Danish  man-of-war  of  fifty  gnns,  commanded  by 
Captniu  Lukeii,  and  three  frigates,  with  seventy-eight  merchant  ships  of  different 
nations,  under  convoy,  sailed  from  the  sound  the  18th  of  this  month. 

It  tbns  appears  that  Russia,  llollaiul,  Sweden,  aiul  Denmark  are 
l)rocee(liiig  in  earnest  to  convoy  their  trade  and  increase  their  naval 
force  to  protect  the  confederacy  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  neutrality. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adama  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

PAins,  July  15, 1780. 

Sib  :  It  is  worth  while  to  lay  before  Congress  the  following  statement, 
which  is  lately  published  in  the  papers: 

J^uglUh  shipB  of  the  line, 

• 

Now  niidoT  liodDey,  inclnding  tbe  I^iumphf  of  soveiity-foiir  gnus,  arrived  from 

Cork  tho  beginning  of  May 22 

N.  B. — ^Tlio  Fame,  of  sevonty-four  guns,  was  takou  to  pieces  lost  winter  to  repair 
tbe  other  yesscls  of  Jamaica.  The  Sultan,  from  St.  Jjiicia,  and  tlio  Hector,  from 
Europe,  joined  in  March  tlietwo  sixty-foura  which  were  at  that  Btation,  Jamaica    4 

They  say  that  Arbnthuot  has  son  t  to  Jamaica  tlio  RunnvM  and  liobNst 2 

Tho  15th  of  May  8ai!e<l  with  Qraves 7 

The  3€l  of  June  sailed  with  WalsiDgham A 

31) 
French  and  Spaniards. 
With  DoGuichen 23 

Left  at  Martinique,  the  Dauphin  lioyal,  of  seventy-four  gunn,  to  protect  tho  port.     1 

At  tlie  Havana,  under  D.  Bonnet 8 

At  St.  Domingo,  under  Do  la  Motte  Piquet 5 

Sailed  from  Cadi^i  tho  28th  of  April,  nndor  D.  Solano : 12 

M.  deTernay,  the  3d  of  May 7 

A  superiority  against  wliicli  all  the  events  of  the  war  evidently  show 
that  it  is  impossible  to  resist.     But  the  mini.stcrial  people  have  made 
Rodney  take  Don  Solano  with   his   twelve  ships,   which  shifts   the 
balance  to — English,  fifty-one,  French  and  Spaniards,  forty  four. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  JulyW,  1780. 

Sir  ;  The  news  from  Petersburgh  of  the  13th  of  Juno  is,  that  the  last 
advices  received  from  Mohilon  have  confirmed  tho  news  that  the  em- 
press would  return  sooner  than  was  at  first  expected,  and  that  the 
emperor,  under  the  name  of  the  Count  de  Falckenstein,  would  arrive  at 
the  same  time  at  Petersburgh ;  thiit  the  fleet  of  Cronstadt  had  been  eight 
or  ten  days  in  the  road  waiting  only  for  their  final  instructions  to  put 
to  sea.  It  will  be  separated  into  three  divisions,  each  of  five  ships  of 
tho  line,  under  tho  command  of  the  Rear-Admirals  Borisson,  Cruse,  and 
Polibin.  Since  the  departure  of  a  courier  which  the  Chevalier  Harris, 
the  British  envoy,  has  expedited  to  his  court  the  2Gth  of  last  month,  a 
report  has  been  spread  tiiat  he  htis  demanded  his  recall. 


•a  Spjiiks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  IDl. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  '.5  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  1H7,  with  verbal  changes. 
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Tlio  ordinaiico  which  the  empress  has  passed  at  Gzarsko-Zelo,  ou  the 
10th  of  May,  to  the  end  to  ascertaiu  the  rights  and  duties  of  her  sub- 
jects rehitive  to  the  neutrality,  is  too  remarkable,  in  the  present  con- 
juncture, not  to  be  given  entire  to  the  public.  The  iollo>Ying  is  the 
preamble : 

Tlio  maritime  war  sulisisting  for  some  time  between  Great  Britain  on  the  one  part, 
anil  France  and  Spain  on  tbo  other,  has  begun  lately  to  do  equal  ii^nry  to  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  our  faithful  Bubjecta.  We  have  not  in  couseqnence  failed 
t4i  employ  for  their  protection  and  indemniflcation  from  all  the  losses  which  have 
boon  occasioned  to  them  our  most  eflloaoions  intercession ;  in  consequence  of  which 
several  merchants  have  already  obtained,  in  proportion  to  their  demands,  a  consider- 
able indemnification.  Nevertheless,  although  we  doubt  not  that  all  the  others  wiU 
be  equally  indcniuiflcd  by  tlio  belligerent  powers,  yet  wo  can  not  regard  the  particu- 
lar compensation  of  individuals  as  a  sudiciont  plcdq:e  of  the  safety  upon  which  neiu 
trnl  nations  may  hereafter  depend.  From  this  motive  we  have  resolved  not  only  to 
take  measures  the  most  eflbctual  for  tbe  maintenance  of  the  maritime  commerce  of 
our  subjects,  but  to  put  them  in  execution  in  case  of  need.  They  have  already  been 
announced  to  all  Europe  by  a  declaration  delivered  in  the  same  terms  to  the  bellig- 
erent powers,  by  which  we  flx  expressly  and  with  precision  the  rights  and  preroga- 
tives of  a  commercial  neutral  flag.  The  one  and  the  other  are  founded  either  upon 
the  proper  terms  of  our  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  upon 
theovidcnt  and  immutable  principles  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations.  Bat  while  we 
require  of  other  nations,  for  our  proper  utility,  the  entire  and  unlimited  accomplish- 
meut  of  their  duties,  wo  are  not  less  fixed  in  the  intention  on  our  part  to  observe 
inviolably  in  regard  to  tboni  the  obligations  of  the  strictest  neutrality.  Tlias  it  is 
necessary  that  all  our  subjects  should  conform  themselves  rigorously  in  their  mari- 
time commerce  and  in  the  enterpri  es  relative  to  it  to  this  our  will;  in  defaalt  of 
which  they  will  render  themselves  unworthy  of  our  protection  and  of  our  succor. 
Hut  to  the  end  that  no  man  may  fall  into  error  by  ignorance,  we  order  our  college  of 
commerce  to  notify  the  Rii88iau  merchants  trading  in  our  ports  that,  while  wo  enjoy 
an  entire  liberty  of  trading  and  Honding  their  vessels  to  all  parts  of  Europe,  they  ai-o 
bound  to  observe,  conformably  to  our  treaties  with  diflerent  powers  and  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  each  place,  that  which  follows. 

This  is  the  preamble;  the  purview  shall  be  sent  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  it  appears. 

It  seems  that  the  empress,  as  well  as  the  Ottoman  Porte,  has  not  a 
little  resented  the  indecent  and  groundless  assertions  with  which 
England  had  filled  Europe  and  America,  that  the  empress  would  take 
part  with  them,  and  that  there  were  misunderstandings  subsisting  be- 
tween Petersburgh  and  Constantinople.  I  think  it  can  be  no  longer 
doubted  that  Russia  will  nev^er  take  part  with  England,  and  that  while 
she  is  determined  upon  a  neutrality,  every  other  maritime  power  of 
Europe  must  do  the  same  or  Join  against  England  It  is  equally  x>lain 
that  England  must  come  into  the  system  of  rights  preparing  for  neu- 
trals or  go  to  war  with  all  the  niaritime  powers  of  the  world.  This  is 
too  decisively  and  obviously  advantageous  to  North  America  to  need 
any  comments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  etc., 

John  ADiJvia 
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Dumas  to  the  Fresideut  of  Congress.^ 

The  Hague,  July  15, 1780. 

Sm:  Since  my  last,  of  the  2L8t  of  May,  uotbing  has  passed  of  much 
interest  in  the  assemblies  of  this  province  to  deserve  re|>etitiou.  I  send 
an  acconnt  of  all  that  passes  to  Dr.  Franklin,  at  Paris,  almost  every 
post.  The  fitting  out  of  ships  of  the  republic  for  convoy  goes  on  slowly, 
and  the  resolutions  in  this  respect  and  for  the  negotiations  with  Russia 
drag  equally  slow.  The  English  party,  led  by  the  English  ambassador 
and  by  another  person  who  leads  the  majority  here,  continue  to  perplex, 
delay,  and  cross  everything,  and  he  who  is  at  the  head  of  all  follows 
their  impulses.  In  a  word,  the  English  intrigue  more  here  tliaii  in  all 
Europe  besides.  The  diflQculties  they  excite  in  Germany  and  (bnuMit 
on  the  subject  of  the  coadjutor  of  Munster  and  Cologne  are  intended  to 
embarrass  this  republic  and  hinder  it  from  being  succevssfnlly  occupied 
in  the  re-establishment  of  its  navy.  It  was  in  agitation  to  make  choice 
of  a  priuce  of  Austria  for  coadjutor,  and,  of  consequence,  for  futuie 
elector  of  Cologne.  The  King  of  Prussia  is  opposed  to  it,  and  France 
also.  England,  in  the  name  of  Hanover,  favored  the  views  of  the  house 
of  Austria.    This  may  kindle  a  war  in  Germany. 

The  protest  here  annexed  of  the  minority  in  the  chapter  of  Munster 
is  a  i)aper  as  important  as  it  is  well  done.  I  received  it  in  German  and 
translated  it,  and  while  I  am  writing  this  a  copy  of  it  is  making. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  except  that  a  body  of  ten  thousand 
Prussians  quartered  in  Westphalia  have  orders  to  hold  themselves 
ready  to  march  to  Munster  on  the  first  signal. 

The  misfortune  of  Charleston  has  aninuited  the  eoniage  of  the  Anglo 
manes  here  and  filled  our  friends  with  consternation.  1  do  my  best  to 
encourage  them,  and  I  succeed.  In  spite  of  the  intrigues  of  the  English 
they  will  gain  nothing  important  here,  because  there  u)ust  be  unanimity 
in  the  resolutions  for  war  or  peace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J)UMAS. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergeniie8.t 

V AMIS,  July  17,  1780. 

Sir;  In  your  excellency's  letter  to  me  of  the  LMth  of  February  last 
I  was  honored  with  your  opinion  in  the  following  words: 

With  rogjinl  to  tlie  fuU  powers,  wliich  anthorizo  you  i(»  iir^otialo  a  treaty  of  coiii- 
morco  with  tbo  court  of  Loiulon,  I  tlnuk  it  wiU  bo  pnuloiit  not  to  contiiiniiicate  tliciu 

•5  Sparks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  310. 

t  MSB.  Dcp.of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  11)2,  witli  verbal  cbatiges;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  228.  For  Vergeniios'  protest  against  tins  cotirso,  see  Vergenncs  to 
Adams,  July  25,  17S0,  infrtiy  where  he  gives  answers  ypccilically  to  each  point  made 
by  Adams. 
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to  anybody  whatever,  and  to  take  every  necessary  precaution  that  the  British  min- 
istry may  not  have  a  premature  knowledge  of  them.  You  will  no  doubt  readily  feel 
the  motives  vrhich  induce  mo  to  advise  you  to  take  this  precaution,  and  it  would  bo 
needless  to  explain  tlteui. 

(1)  1  8lionUl  have  been  very  bappy  if  your  excdleucy  bad  biuted  at 
tbo  reasons  whicb  wero  tbcn  in  your  mind,  because  after  reflecting  ui>ou 
tbis  subject  as  maturely  as  I  can  I  am  not  able  to  collect  any  reasons 
wbich  appear  to  me  sufticient  for  concealing  the  nature  of  my  powers 
in  their  full  extent  from  the  court  of  London.  On  the  contrary,  many 
arguments  have  occurred  to  me  which  seem  to  show  it  to  be  both  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  and  my  particular  duty  to  communicate 
them. 

(2)  Your  excellency  will  recollect  that  my  commissions  empower  me 
to  join  with  the  ministers  of  the  belligerent  powers  in  making  peace; 
fjo  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  ministers  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  and  to  represent  the  Congress  as  their  minister  plenipotentiary 
at  the  court  of  Loudon.  It  seems  to  me,  then,  inconsistent  with  the 
design  and  nature  of  my  appointments  to  conceal  them  from  the  court 
of  Loudon. 

(3)  I  think,  also,  that  announcing  my  powers  to  the  court  of  London 
would  have  a  tendency  to  draw  out  from  them  some  proofs  of  their 
present  designs,  and  it  is  always  important  to  discover  early  the  inten- 
tions of  the  enemy,  that  the  people  may  be  prepared,  both  with  councils 
and  forces,  to  resist  them  if  hostile. 

(4)  The  English  nation  would  expect  of  the  ministers  that  some  an- 
swer should  be  given  to  me.  If  it  should  be  an  insolent  one,  a«  there  is 
too  much  cause  to  expoct,  it  will  prepare  the  minds  of  the  Americans 
and  of  the  other  belligerent  i)owcrs  for  what  they  are  to  expect,  and  it 
will  alarm  and  arouse,  if  anything  can,  the  people  of  England. 

(5)  At  this  |)articular  tinic,  when  an  election  approaches,  it  would 
throw  the  ministry  into  some  embarrassment,  for  the  people  of  England 
sigh  (or  peace. 

(G)  Another  consideration  has  weight  with  me  j  a  great  part  of 
Europe,  as  well  as  the  people  of  England,  are  amused  by  the  English 
ministry  and  their  emissaries  with  reports  that  there  is  some  secret 
treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States,  by  which  the  former  has 
secured  to  themselves  exclusive  privileges  in  some  branches  of  the 
American  commerce,  which  misrepresentations,  as  they  are  at  present 
an  obstruction  to  peace,  would  be  cleared  up  by  the  communication  of 
my  powers. 

(7)  There  are  at  present  many  persons  of  consideration  in  England 
who  have  long  followed  the  ministry  in  the  war  against  America  who 
begin  to  see  the  impracticability  of  succeeding,  and  now  vote  for  peiice, 
and  will  lay  hold  of  every  occurrence  that  favors  its  accomplishment* 

(8)  At  this  moment,  under  the  wild  impression  that  the  surrender  of 
Charleston  has  made,  it  uiight  be  improper  to  make  the  communication. 
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but  upon  the  news  coming  of  M.  de  Ternay's  arrival,  of  Don  Solano's, 
or  both,  or  upon  the  receipt  of  some  iutelligence  ^Thich  may  tiike  off  a 
part  of  this  impression,  I  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  communicate  my  appoint- 
ments to  Lord  George  Germain.  It  seems  to  be  most  prosier  that  it 
should  be  done,  so  that  the  nation  may  consider  tlicm  before  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament,  and  that  those  who  are  for  peace  may  digest  their 
plans  accordingly. 

(9)  Notwithstanding  the  suppression  of  the  late  riots,  and  the  conse- 
quent temporary  relaxation  of  the  committees  and  associations,  the 
nation  is  in  a  most  critical  situation.  Those  disturbances  were  not 
simply  the  effect  of  fanaticism  and  bigotry,  but  of  deep  and  general 
discontent  and  distress  among  the  people;  and  although  the  ministry 
may  at  present  be  coniident  they  have  suppressed  them  forever,  they 
will  surely  fiud  themselves  mistaken  if  they  pursue  this  war.  1  know 
of  no  measure  that  will  be  more  likely  to  increase  the  opposition  against 
administration  than  communicating  my  powers.  It  will  at  le<ast  show 
all  the  world  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  the  consequent  ruin 
of  England  is  their  own  fault,  not  that  of  the  Americans,  who  are  reiidy 
to  make  peace  upon  terms  honorable  and  advantageous  to  Great  Britain. 

(10)  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  these  opinions  by  the  communication 
your  excellency  made  to  me  yesterday  of  the  message  sent  by  the  court 
of  London  to  the  court  of  Madrid.  I  am  convinced  in  my  own  mind 
that  that  message  is  insidious  in  the  last  degree,  and  that  it  is  intended 
to  answer  two  ends  only.  First,  to  spy  out  what  they  can  of  the  political 
and  military  plans  of  Spain ;  secondly,  and  principally,  to  amuse  France, 
Spain,  and  America  too,  with  false  ideas  of  pacific  inclinations,  simply 
in  order  to  slacken  and  enervate  their  preparations  for  the  next  cam- 
paign. 

(11)  Sincere  intentions  of  making  peace  upon  any  terms  which  France 
or  America  can  agree  to  consistent  with  subsisting  treaties  1  am  as 
sure  they  have  not  as  I  am  of  their  existence.  Now  1  think  there  is  no 
way  of  counteracting  this  iusidious  policy  so  honorably  and  so  effectu- 
ally as  by  a  frank  and  decent  communication  of  my  full  powers.  This 
will  necessitate  them  to  come  to  an  explanation  of  their  real  intentions 
concerning  America ;  for  there,  sir,  lies  the  obstacle  to  peace ;  all  other 
questions  would  be  soon  arranged  if  that  was  settled. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  pardon  the  long  letters  I  write  you,  be- 
Ciiuse  it  is  really  a  voluminous  subject  to  have  in  contemplation,  and 
mankind  in  general  are  little  less  interested  in  it  than  our  particular 
countries.  I  shall  hope  for  the  honor  of  your  excellency's  answer  upon 
these  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adam«. 
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Hartley  to  Franklin.* 

London,  July  17, 1780. 

My  Dear  Friend  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  conciliatory 
bill  f  which  was  proposed  in  the  House  of  Oommons  on  the  27th  of  last 
month.  It  was  rejected.  You  and  I  have  had  so  much  intercourse 
upon  the  subject  of  restoring  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
that  I  think  there  is  nothing  further  left  to  be  said  upon  the  subject. 
You  will  perceive  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  bill  that  it  proposes  a 
general  power  to  treat.  It  chalks  out  a  line  of  negotiation  in  very 
general  terms.  I  remain  in  the  sentiments  which  I  everhave  and  which 
I  believe  I  ever  shall  entertain,  viz.,  those  of  seeking  peace  upon  honor- 
able terms.  I  shall  always  be  ready  and  most  desirous  to  join  in  any 
measures  which  may  facilitate  peace. 

lam,  ever,  your  most  affectionate, 

D.  Hartley. 


•2  Sparks'  Dip.  Uov.  Corr.,  113. 

i  DRAFT  OF  A  PROPOSKD  DILL  FOR  CONCILIATION   WITH  AMBRICA. 

▲  bin  to  invest  the  crown  with  sntHcient  powers  to  treat,  consalt,  »nd  finally  to  agree  upon  the 

mesns  of  restoring  peaoe  with  the  provinces  of  North  America. 

WbcreA9  many  iinfortuuato  subjects  of  contest  have  of  lato  years  subsisted  botween 
Groat  liritain  aud  tbe  sovoral  provinces  of  North  America  kureinafter  recited,  viz.. 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  fsland,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  which  have  brought  on  the  calamities 
of  war  between  Groat  Britain  and  the  aforesaid  provinces :  To  the  end  therefore  that 
the  furUior  oflfusion  of  blood  may  be  prevented,  and  that  peace  may  be  restored,  may  it 
plciksc  your  majesty  thut  it  bo  euacted  and  be  it  enacted,  by  the  king's  most  excclleut 
majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  aud  temporal,  and 
commons  in  this  prescntParliamcnt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
itslmllandmay  bolawfnlfor  his  majesty,  by  letterspatent,  under  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britain,  to  authorivoand  empower  any  person  or  persons  to  treat,  consult,  and  finally 
to  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  properly  authorized  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid 
provinces  of  North  America  upon  the  means  of  restoring  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  aforesaid  provinces  according  to  the  powers  in  this  act  contained. 

Aud  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  good  purposes  of  this  act, 
his  majesty  may  lawfully  enable  any  such  person  or  persons,  so  appointed  by  his 
majesty's  letters  patent,  as  aforesaid,  to  order  and  proclaim  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  forces  by  sea  aud  land  for  any  time  and  under  any 
conditions  or  restrictions. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to  lay  a  good  foundation  for  a  cordial 
reconciliation  and  lasting  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  aforesaid  provinces  of 
North  America,  by  restoring  an  amicable  intercourse  between  the  same  as  soon  as 
possible,  his  majesty  may  lawfully  enable  any  such  person  or  persons  so  appointed  by 
his  majesty's  letters  patent,  as  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  and  to  ratify,  from  time  to 
time,  any  article  or  articles  of  intercourse  and  pacification,  which  article  or  articles, 
so  entered  into  and  ratified  from  time  to  time,  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  for 
the  certain  term  of  ten  years  from  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eiglity. 

Provided  also,  and  bo  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  order 
to  remove  any  obstructions  which  may  arise  to  the  full  and  effectual  execution  of 
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Carmiohael  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Madrid,  July  17,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  Since  writing  the  preceding  letter  bills  to  the  amount 
of  about  fifteen  thousiind  dollars  have  been  presented,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  news  of  our  misfortune  at  Gharleston  made  an  impression  much 
to  our  disadvantage.  These  bills,  however,  are  accepted,  and  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca  appears  to  interest  himself  more  than  ever  in  con- 
tributing  to  aid  us,  repeating,  in  the  strongest  manner,  his  majesty's 
favorable  intentions.  What  he  hinted  at  with  respect  to  the  attempts 
of  the  enemy  to  thwart  Mr.  Jay's  negotiations  has  proved  true.  A  Mr. 
Cumberland,  secretary  to  Lord  George  Germain,  has  obtained  permis- 
sion to  come  to  Madrid,  and  is  actually  here  at  presentt  But  as  his 
excellency  has  promised  to  communicate  his  proposals,  whatever  they 
may  be,  on  the  subject  of  an  accommodation,  we  can  not  entertain  a 
doubt  but  that  he  will  do  it  with  the  same  frankness  with  which  he  made 
known  to  us  those  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple.    The  Count  de  Montmorin,  X 

any  article  or  articles  of  intercourse  and  paciflcattoii  as  before  tnoutioncd,  that  it 
sbaH  and  may  be  lawful  for  bis  majesty,  by  any  iustrument  under  bis  sign  manual, 
countersigned  by  one  or  more  of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  to  author- 
ize and  empower  any  such  person  or  persons  so  appointed  by  bis  majesty's  letters 
patent,  as  aforesaid,  to  suspend  for  tbe  term  often  years  from  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  aud  eighty,  the  operation  and  olVect  of  any  act  or  acts 
of  Parliament  which  are  now  in  force  respecting  the  aforesaid  provinces  of  North 
America,  or  any  clause  or  clauses,  proviso  or  provisos,  in  any  such  act  or  acts  of  Par- 
liament contained ;  inasmuch  as  they  or  any  of  them  may  obstruct  the  full  eilect  and 
execution  of  any  such  article  or  articles  of  intercourse  aud  paciQcatiou  which  may  be 
entered  iuto  aud  ratified  as  before  meutiooed  between  Great  liritaiu  aud  the  afore- 
said provinces  of  North  America. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to  establish  perpetual  reconcilement  and 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  aforesaid  provinces  of  North  America,  it  is 
hereby  required,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  all  or  any  article  or  articles  of  intercourse 
aud  pacification  which  shall  be  entered  into  aud  ratified  for  the  certain  term  of  ten 
years,  as  before  mentioned,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  laid  before  the  two  houses 
of  Parliament  for  their  consideration  as  tbe  perpetual  basis  of  reconcilement  aud 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  aforesaid  provinces  of  North  America;  aud 
that  any'  such  article  or  articles  of  intercourse  aud  pacification  as  before  mentioned, 
when  the  same  shall  have  been  confirmed  in  Parliament,  shall  remain  in  full  force 
and  eflect  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  continue  to  be  in  force  until  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

■  M8S.  Dop.  of  State;  5  Sparka'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  *2:J,  with  verbal  corrections. 

t  A  full  narrative  of  Cumberland's  proceedings  when  ou  this  niissiou  is  given  in  his 
life.  lie  had  no  previous  diplomatic  experience,  though  much  literary  distinction  as 
a  dramatist.  According  to  his  account  he  was  received  in  Madrid  with  much  greater 
favor  thau  the  letter  in  the  text  indicates.  But  ho  did  nothing,  and  was  badly 
treated  by  his  own  government,  which  did  not  sustain  his  clainis  to  bo  regarded  as  a 
public  minister,  and  refused  to  rui'uud  him  the  large  outlays  he  made  in  supporting 
that  character. 

tMontu'orin  became  in  17.^1)  one  of  the  cabinet  of  Louis  XVI,  aud  perished  in  the 
September  massacres.  His  wile  and  son  died  on  the  guillotine.  See  1  (louverueur 
Morris'  Diary,  138. 
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ambassador  for  France  hero,  is  not  the  least  alarmed  by  the  reception 
of  this  genUcman,  and  that  court  is  full  as  much  interested  as  we  are 
in  the  object  for  \Yhich  he  is  sent.  Mr.  Jay  will  transmit  to  Congress  a 
narration  which  I  have  given  him  of  this  gentleman's  motions. 

We  have  likewise  received  an  account  of  the  death  of  M.  Miralles. 
lie  will  soon  have  a  successor,  by  whom  we  shall  write  more  fully,  and 
I  hoi)e  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress.  Nothing  can  hurt  us 
here,  or  in  Europe,  so  long  as  we  are  united,  firm,  and  vigorous.  I 
experienced  at  first  a  little  coldness  from  the  foreign  ministers  at  this 
court  after  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  but  that  is  worn 
ofF. 

The  public  papers  will  announce  the  disturbances  which  have  lately 
arisen  at  London ;  all  is  at  present  quiet  in  that  quarter,  and  govern- 
ment seems  to  have  acquired  fresh  confidence  and  vigor.  The  Count 
d'lCstaing  is  expected  at  St.  Ildefonso  the  1st  of  next  month,  to  go 
from  thence  to  take  the  command  of  the  united  fieets,  which  will  con- 
sist of  thirty-six  sail  of  the  line,  from  Cadiz,  including  the  French  from 
Toulon  and  other  French  ports,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  from  Brest.  The 
last  advices  import  that  the  English  squadron  amounted  to  twenty- 
eight,  chiefiy  capital  ships;  they  left  port  about  the  20th  ultimo.  The 
rest  of  Europe  is  in  the  same  situation  that  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Since  writing  my  letter  of  the  28th  of  May  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Baron  de  Schulenburg,*  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  in 
answer  to  a  civil  letter  which  I  wrote  him  on  my  arrival  here,  repre- 
senting the  situation  of  our  ail'airs  in  a  favorable  light.  1  daily  expect 
another  letter  from  him  more  i)articular,  in  consequence  of  an  address 
which  I  have  transmitted  to  him,  by  which  he  may  write  to  me  in 
safety.  I  have  cultivated  the  friendship  of  the  foreign  ministers  and 
their  secretaries  as  often  as  I  have  had  occasion,  and  as  I  have  always 
avoided  an  appearance  of  prejudice,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  been 
listened  to  with  attention.  My  conduct  has  been  the  same  with  those 
of  this  nation  with  whom  1  have  found  means  to  be  acquainted,  and  1 
doubt  not,  witli  time  and  patience,  we  shall  ultimately  succeed.  1 
can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  Count  de  Moutmorin, 
l)ersonally  or  politically.  M.  Gerard,  in  his  letters  to  me,  expresses  the 
name  attachment  as  ever  to  our  cause,  and  his  late  acquisition  of 
dignity  and  consequence  i)uts  it  more  in  liis  power  to  be  useful  to  us. 
As  yet  Mr.  Jay  has  received  but  one  letter  from  Congress,  which  con- 
veyed their  resolves  respecting  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  him. 
I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ilouston 
last  week,  whic^h  I  shall  answer,  if  possible,  by  this  opportunity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmiciiael. 


JULY    10,  1780.  867 

J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

I'ABis,  July  19,  17S0. 

Sib:  The  uews  from  PeteraburgU  of  the  lOtli  of  Juno  is  tbat  tlie 
fleet  destined  for  the  protectiou  of  the  coinuicrce  of  that  empire  was 
ready  to  sail.  Of  the  three  squadrons  of  which  it  is  composed,  one  is 
to  cruise,  as  they  learn,  in  the  North  Sea,  the  otlier  upon  the  coast  of 
Portufj^al,  and  the  third  in  the  Mediterranean.  Tiiis  Isist  will  winter  at 
Leghorn,  and  the  two  first  in  some  port  of  a  friendl}'  power  upon  the 
North  Sea  or  in  the  Baltic. 

The  news  from  Copenhagen  of  the  4th  of  July  is  that  '^  the  maritime 
forces  of  the  northern  powers  begin  to  i>ut  themselves  in  motion  for  the 
protection  of  their  commerce  in  regard  to  the  belligerent  powers.  The 
vessels  the  King  of  Jutland  and  the  Prince  Frcdcrickj  of  seventy  guns, 
commanded  by  the  captains  de  Kaas  and  Lous,  have  put  into  the  road 
the  30th  of  June.  The  better  to  man  them,  as  well  as  the  other  vessels 
of  our  squadron,  we  have  embarked  sever.al  detachments  of  the  regi- 
ments of  infantry  of  Holstein,  Falster,  and  Jutland.  The  1st  of  July 
we  saw  pass  by  here  towards  the  sound  three  Swedish  ships  of  the  line 
coming  from  the  Baltic;  and  the  next  day  the  llussian  fleet,  composed 
of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line  and  of  several  frigates,  came  to  anchor  in 
our  road,  separated  into  three  divisions,  under  the  command  of  Vioe- 
Admirals  de  Borislow,  de  Kruse,  and  de  Polibin.  Thej'  say  that  is  to 
be  followed  by  the  admiral's  vessel,  commanded  by  Vice- Admiral  Greigli, 
in  quality  of  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  fleet.'' 

The  following  are  the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Empress  of  llus- 
sia  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  merchant  flag  of  llussia: 

Artici.k  I.  rhoy  may  not  take  any  part  in  the  war,  diroclly  nor  indiroctly,  or  nndor 
any  pretext  whatsoever ;  and  they  may  not  oven  give  succor  to  any  of  the  powoPH  at 
war  by  carrying  them  morchnudisos  of  contraband  nndcr  tho  RnH.sian  Hag.  Tlioso 
consist,  namely,  in  cannon,  niortivrs,  muskets,  pistols,  bombs,  grouadcH,  bullets,  or 
balls,  proper  to  fire,  fusils,  flints,  matches,  powder,  saltpetre,  sulphur,  cutlasses,  pikes, 
swords,  scabbards,  gibcrnos,  saddles,  and  bridles.  They  ought  also  to  t-ike  special 
care  that  there  bo  not  found  on  board  of  any  vessel  more  of  these  warlike  stores  than 
they  have  occasion  for  for  their  own  use,  and  so  much  that  each  sailor  or  passenger 
may  be  sufTiciently  provided. 

Art.  II.  All  other  merchandises,  whoever  may  be  tho  owners,  and  oven  although 
they  belong  to  the  subjects  of  one  or  another  of  tho  belligerent  powers,  may  bo  freely 
embarked  upon  Uussian  vessels,  and  shall  enjoy  on  board  of  thom  equally  with  tho 
merchandises  of  our  subjects  tho  protection  of  tho  Russian  flag,  excepting  those  which 
are  contained  in  tho  first  article  under  the  name  of  coutrabaud,  as  in  fact  they  are 
declared  such  in  tho  eleventh  article  of  our  treaty  of  coinuicrce  with  England.  By 
means  of  this  safety  of  merchandises  pormitled  in  neutral  vessels,  our  subjects  ought 
also  to  have  a  care  not  to  embark  effects  which  belong  to  theui  upon  vessels  of  nations 
engaged  in  tho  war,  to  the  end  to  avoid  thus  all  disagreonieutH  and  disagreeable  ren- 
contres. 

AUT.  111.  Every  vessel  going  out  of  the  port  of  this  city,  or  of  any  other  of  our 
empire,  ought  to  be  furnished  with  sulTicient  proofs  that  she  belongs  to  Russian  sub- 
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Jocts;  to  wit,  with  soa-letters,  as  is  the  usage,  and  with  a  certificate  of  the  cnstom- 
house,  iu  which  it  uiuy  ho  declared,  first,  with  what  uierchaudtses  she  is  loaded,  and 
how  much ;  secoudly,  on  the  nccouiit  of  whom  they  have  heuu  purchased,  aod  to 
whom  the  vessel  and  the  cargo  are  addressed.  For  the  greater  safety  the  certificates 
seut  by  the  custom-house  shall  be  inspected  by  the  admiralty,  or  in  his  default  by 
the  mngistrate  of  the  place. 

Art.  IV.  Not  only  our  native  subjects  shall  enjoy  these  prerogatives,  but  aUio 
strangers  who  are  settled  in  our  dominions  and  who  bear  like  them  the  public  bur- 
dens; that  is  to  say,  during  the  time  that  they  shall  sojourn  in  our  country,  since 
in  no  other  case  can  it  be  permitted  them  to  employ  the  merchant  fiag  of  Hussia. 

Art.  v.  Each  Russian  vessel,  oven  in  ca«e  one  single  owner  expedites  two  or  three 
vessels  at  a  time  for  the  same  place,  ought  to  be  provided  in  particular  with  the 
documents  montioned  in  the  third  article,  which  may  serve  to  justify  their  property 
in  case  that  these  ships  should  separate  during  the  voyage  or  be  obliged  to  pursue 
din*crent  routes. 

Art.  VI.  It  is  forbidden  to  every  Russian  vessel  to  have  counoi^soments,  charter- 
parties  or  other  sea  papers  double  or  doubtful,  much  less  false  declarations,  inas- 
much as  these  always  expose  to  an  inevitable  danger.  Thus  they  should  give  their 
principal  attention  that  their  documents  bo  iu  good  order,  and  prove  clearly,  as  it  is 
said  before,  the  true  destination  of  the  vessel  and  the  nature  of  her  cargo.  It  is  also 
necessary  that  the  contract  between  the  owner  of  the  merchandises  and  the  master 
of  the  vessel  or  the  agreement  known  under  the  name  of  charter-party  be  always  on 
boaril.  But  as  it  happens  very  often  that  the  owner  of  merchandises  in  making  his 
adventure,  whether  iu  his  own  vessel  or  whether  in  a  neutral  vessel  freighted  by 
him,  fixes  the  sale  of  them  solely  by  speculation  by  preference  in  some  port,  and 
in  case  the  price  in  this  port  is  too  low,  in  some  port  more  distant;  in  this  case 
they  ought  not  to  fail  to  name  and  settle  the  two  ports  accordiug  to  the  order -of 
the  route  and  their  situation  iu  one  single  connolssemeut,  and  not  in  two.  They 
ought  also  to  observe  the  same  precautious  in  regard  to  the  charter-parties,  to  the 
end  that  thoro  may  be  no  difTerenco  between  them  and  the  conuoissements;  and  in 
case  that  any  one  of  our  HubjcctH,  in  contempt  of  these  dispositions,  shall  allow  him- 
self iu  artifice  and  duplicity,  ho  may  assure  himself  that  ho  shall  uovor  enjoy  our 
protcciion,  which  is  granted  only  to  ]a^Yful  and  innocent  commerce,  and  by  no  moans 
to  illicit  and  fraudulent  traffic. 

Art.  VII.  Every  RuH.sian  vessel  wlilch,  after  having  unloaded  her  cargo  in  any 
foreign  port,  has  a  design  to  return  iuto  Iior  country,  or  to  proceed  farther  in  another 
foreign  place,  ought  to  provide  herself,  in  this  port  and  iu  every  other  at  which  she 
may  stop  to  trade,  with  tho  documents  required  by  the  usages  of  the  country,  to  the 
end  that  they  may  prove  at  all  times  the  nation  to  which  the  ship  belongs,  the  port 
from  which  she  coiiieH,  that  to  which  she  is  bound,  and  tho  merchandises  with  which 
sho  has  hceu  loaded  anew. 

Art.  VIII.  Forasmuch  as  the  aforesaid  documents  are  indispensably  necessary  to 
prove  the  neutral  property  of  elFects  which  are  found  on  board  tho  ship,  the}*  ought 
particularly  to  take  euro  not  to  throw  them  into  tho  sea,  no  more  than  any  other 
writings  or  papers,  wiihout  any  exception,  upon  any  occasion  whatever,  especially 
on  the  renconlre  of  any  other  vessel,  inasmuch  as  by  such  .1  step  one  might  oxfjose 
hiiuselt  to  well-founded  Hiispicions  and  to  disagreeable  consequences. 

Art.  IX.  It  is  neerssary  to  have  a  scrupulous  attention,  that  there  bo  not  on  hoard 
of  any  Russian  vessel  aiiy  uierehaut,  elerk,  and  never  more  than  one-third  of  the  sea- 
men subjects  of  the  helli/rerent  powers,  because  by  conducting  diflcreutly  such  ves- 
sel might  ex[)ose  herself  to  sustain  disagreeable  disappointment*.  But  as  a  similar 
ineouvenionce  may  easily  hai)pen  to  those  sorts  of  ships  which,  in  time  of  war,  are 
purchased  of  tho  subjects  of  tho  bcUigcront  i)o\ver8,  for  this  reason,  from  this  time, 
and  as  long  as  tho  present  niaritiino  war  shall  last,  tho  said  vessels  may  not  be  pur- 
chased unless  under  condition  that  they  shall  be  solely  employed  in  the  Baltic  or  the 
Black  Soa. 
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Art.  X.  The  oarriage  of  all  merchandiso  whatsoover  into  places  blocked  or  besieged 
by  sea  and  by  laud  is  entirely  prohibited,  in  conseqnonce  of  which,  if  any  of  the 
merchanU  of  this  empire,  engaged  by  the  hope  of  gain,  shall  interincddie  in  any 
snch  trafUc,  whatever  loss  he  may  snstain,  lie  can  not  over  haye  the  right  of  demand- 
ing our  protection. 

Art.  XI.  All  onr  subjects  who,  by  reason  of  their  commerce,  find  themselves  in 
foreign  countries  ought  to  conform  themselves  exactly  to  the  civil  and  mercantile 
laws  which  shall  there  subsist,  as  well  as  to  the  ordinances  of  every  place  where 
they  live  or  to  which  they  nmy  send  their  vessels.  Noverthclcss,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  as  much  as  possible  be  instructed  in  tlioso  laws  and  ordinances,  the  college 
of  foreign  affairs  will  communicate  to  that  of  commerce  nil  the  writings  that  have 
relation  thereto,  that  they  may  be  able  to  give  notice  of  thorn  to  the  merchants  by 
the  means  of  the  public  papers. 

Art.  XIT.  Although  our  intention  Is  to  protect  crricaciously  and  vigorously  the 
navigation  and  the  commerce  of  our  faithful  subjects,  nevertheless  wo  intend  not  by 
any  means  to  permit  that  there  result  from  It  the  leant  prejudice  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  or  that  individual  merchants  should  profit  of  it  to  mako 
unlawful  gain.  To  this  ofloct  we  forbid  expressly  any  of  our  merchants  and  trading 
subjects  to  permit  strangers  to  negotiate  or  send  ships  to  sea  under  his  name. 
Every  person  who  shall  in  this  respect  transgress  our  will  shall  be  deprived  forever 
of  our  imperial  protection  for  hid  vessels,  as  well  as  of  the  right  of  fitting  them  out 
in  future.  If  our  subjects  interested  in  maritime  commerce  follow  exactly  this 
ordinance  in  all  its  points  they  may  bo  assured  of  our  entire  and  unlimited  protec- 
tion concerning  their  affairs  in  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  of  a  zealous  and  affec- 
tionate intervention  on  the  part  of  the  ministers,  agents,  and  consuls  who  reside 
there  on  onr  part.  To  this  end  onr  college  of  foreign  affairs  will  commuuicato  to 
them  in  sufficient  season  the  most  precise  instructions;  but  those  among  our  subjects 
who  shtill  depart  from  these  regulations  ought  not  to  expect  the  least  protection  on 
our  part,  whatever  unfortunate  accidents  and  other  damages  they  may  sustain  by 
their  voluntary  transgression  of  the  orders  which  they  shall  have  received,  and  not 
to  depart  from  the  requisite  circumspection  recommended  to  them.  Tho  college  of 
commerce,  in  notifying  this  ordinance  to  the  body  of  Russian  merchants  trndiug  in 
our  ports,  shall  at  the  same  time  bo  held  to  furnish  tho  custom-houHes  with  tho  neces- 
sary instructions  relative  to  this  order,  as  well  as  to  commiinicato  our  will  to  tho 
governors  of  provinces  where  there  are  ports,  that  at  tho  same  time  they  may  bo 
observed  in  all  the  tribunals  which  may  concern  them. 

"Czarsko-Sklole,  loth  of  May,  1780.*' 

The  origiual  is  thus  subscribed  by  tlio  hand  of  her  Iinporial  Majesty 
Catterinc. 

1  have  the  honor  to  bo,  et<5., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Pahis,  July  19,  1780. 
Sir  :  There  is  an  article  of  news  from  Copenhafjen  of  the  dth  of  July : 

.  The  vesflols  of  war  tho  Vrincc  Fredei'ick  and  tho  Jutland^  v:\c\\  of  seventy  guns,  nnd 
the  frigates  tho  Pearl  and  tho  Alscn  aro  in  the  ro.id.  Tho  ndmiral's  Hag  will  bo 
hoisted  on  tho  Cth  on  board  tho  Jnstitiaf  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  all  tho  Dutch  fleet 
will  consist  this  year  of  ton  ships  of  tho  line,  from  seventy-four  to  fifty  guns,  and  six 
frigates,  thirty-six  to  thirty.     Thero  has  already'  sailed  of  this  fleet  ono  ship  of  sixty 
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gaii8  for  the  coast  of  Giiinoa ;  one  of  fifty  is  in  tho  North  Sea ;  another  is  in  the  rood 
ofRUinoro  for  a  guard-ship,  and  throe  frigatoH  have  sailed  for  America.  Thas  the 
B«iuaf1ron  will  remain  composed  of  sovon  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates,  which 
are  to  join  tho  Russian  fleet.  Yestonlay  and  the  day  before  arrived  In  the  road  of 
this  city  a  Russian  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line  and  fonr  frigates,  nnder 
the  command  of  Admiral  Borislow,  of  Vice-Admiral  Krase,  and  of  the  Commandant 
Polibin;  and  on  the  1st  of  this  month  there  passed  before  the  port  of  this  city  the 
Swedish  ships  of  war  coming  from  the  Hattio  Sea  and  making  sail  toward  the  Sound. 
Hhinore,  June  27. — There  has  sailed  front  this  port  a  convoy  of  eighteen  merchant 
ships,  destined  for  tho  North  Sea,  under  tho  convoy  of  a  Swedish  ship  of  the  line  and 
a  frigate. 

Tliero  IS  a  paragraph  iii  the  Amsterdam  Gazette  of  the  14th  which 
is  worth  translating,  because  these  paragraphs  oftoutimes  betray  a  great 
deal  of  politics.    It  is  this: 

The  conquest  of  Mobile,  made  by  the  Spaniards,  the  news  of  which  has  lately 
arrived  here,  appears  so  much  the  more  important  as  it  Icails  infallibly  to  that  of 
Pensacola,  by  which  the  Spaniards  may  cut  off  one  of  the  principal  avenues  of  Jamaica, 
and  may  in  time  intercept  tho  commerce  an.I  tho  provisions  of  this  island,  from  whence 
they  are  much  annoyed  at  Mexico  by  tho  English,  who  sufficiently  incline  to  extend 
themselves  when  they  can,  and  had  made  since  the  peace  so  great  progress  in  this 
part  of  the  world  that  to  stop  them  the  war  was  become  almost  indispensable  to 
Spain. 

It  might  have  been  added  that  it  was  become  indispensable  to  France, 
too ;  for  the  English  have  ever  madeita  maxim  to  go  to  war  with  France, 
as  she  had  a  fine  licet  and  a  flourishing  commerce.  Barn,  sink,  and 
destroy  were  the  words  with  England  whenever  a  formidable  navy 
appeared  upon  the  ocean  belonging  to  any  other  nation. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vergenues  to  J.  Adams.* 
[Translation.] 

Versailles,  JuJij  20,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  tho  letter  whi<;h you  did  mo  the  honor  to  write 
me  on  tiie  13tli  ol'  this  month,  fani  very  sensible  of  tho  confidence  with 
which  you  have  commuiiicated  your  ideas  on  the  present  situation  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  need  they  have  of  the  immediate  assistance 
of  some  ships  of  the  lino  and  some  frigates.  Tlie  Chevalier  do  Ternay 
and  the  Count  do  Hochaml»eau  aro  sent  with  the  express  design  which 
is  the  subject  of  your  letter.  Tliey  will  concert  tlieir  operations  with 
Congress  and  witli  General  Washington;  and  as  the  king  has  given 
them  no  j)recise  orders  with  regard  to  their  return  to  p]urope,  but  Ir.us 
left  them  at  liberty  to  act  as  they  shall  judge  proper  for  the  relief  of 
America,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  take  their  sta- 
tion during  next  winter  in  North  America,  if  that  shall  be  agreeable  to 
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GoDgress,  and  that  they  will  employ  the  ships  niul  troops  under  their 
Gommand  according  to  the  plan  that  shall  be  settled  between  them  and 
the  American  generals. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  this  detail  that  the  king  is  far  from  aban- 
doning the  cause  of  America,  and  that  his  majesty,  without  having  been 
solicited  by  Congress,  has  taken  effectual  measures  fo  support  the  cause 
of  America.  I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  these  generous  proceedings  will 
excite  suitable  sensations  in  America,  and  that  they  will  prevnil  over 
the  falsehoods  which  the  common  enemy  and  their  wicked  adherents 
propagate  there  in  order  to  raise  suspicions  of  France,  and  to  induce 
the  Americans  to  take  resolutions  which  will  terminate  in  their  slavery 
and  dishonor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J)E  Vergennes. 


J.  Adams  to  W.   Lee.* 

« 

Paris,  Jnhj  20,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  8th  I  received  in  due  course  of  post.  The 
letter  from  Clinton  arrived  first  at  L'Orient  in  a  riiiladelphia  newspa- 
per, which  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Jay.  Mr.  Wharton,  I  think,  copied  it, 
and  seutit  to  Dr.  Franklin,  who  communicated  it  soon  after  it  appeared 
ill  Boston  and  other  newspapers,  witliout  a  hint  of  its  want  of  authen- 
ticity. Within  a  few  days  past  I  have  seen  a  gentleman  from  Aniericn, 
who  says  it  was  a  mere  jeu  (Vesprijij  written  by  Jin  oflicer  in  the  army, 
upon  the  North  River.  I  have  been  all  along  afraid  that  our  country- 
men would  at  length  imitate  their  enemies  in  this  kind  of  imi)Osition, 
and  I  always  thought  that  whenever  they  did  they  would  be  ingenious 
at  it. 

It  must  be  agreed  that  this  is  ingeniously  done,  and  conveys  a  gre<at 
deal  of  solid  truth  and  important  instruction  under  this  fiction.  Yet  I 
can  not  think  the  ingenuity  of  it  a  justification  or  excuse.  We  have  no 
need  of  such  aids  as  political  lies.  Our  charactcu'  for  truth,  sincerity, 
and  candor  is  more  real  strength  than  ever  can  be  derived  from  such 
impostures,however  artfully  performed.  The  inducnce  this  practice  has 
upon  the  world  in  destroying  confidence  and  in  poisoning  the  morals  of 
the  people,  the  pure  and  single  source  of  which  is  truth,  ought  to  induce 
us  to  discountenance  the  practice  by  all  means.  The  liberty  of  the  press 
by  no  means  includes  a  right  of  imposing  on  mankind  by  such  detesta- 
ble forgeries.  1  can  not,  therefore,  think  that  tlio  relloijtion  you  quote 
from  the  newspaper  was  too  severe.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  write  to 
Congress  and  beseech  them  to  suppress  such  practices.  The  signature 
of  Charles  Thomson,  hitherto  sacred,  will  no  Ioniser  be  credited  if 
something  is  not  done  to  discountenance  such  abuses. 
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Don  Solano  has  not  roturncil  to  Cadiz;  but  what  will  be  done  in  the 
West  Indies  time  alone  can  discover.  Whether  M.  deTernay  will  go 
to  the  West  Indies,  stay  in  America,  or  come  to  Europe  I  know  not 
I  have  not  contented  myself  with  fifiving  my  sentiments  of  what  ought 
to  be  done  by  word  of  mouth,  but  I  have  stated  it  in  writing,  with  my 
reasons  at  large,  to  more  than  one  minister,  and  of  all  this  I  shall  in- 
form Congress  in  detail,  who  will  see  and  judge  who  is  right 

You  say  that  a  speedy  peace  is  not  at  present  in  your  view.  This  is 
so  far  from  being  surprising  to  me,  that  I  wonder  yon  ever  should  have 
had  any  pleasing  prospects  of  peace  from  the  enemy's  suffering  some 
capital  loss  in  the  West  Indies.  Tiiey  are  in  such  a  sulky,  mulish, 
suicidal  temper,  that  they  would  not  make  peace  if  you  took  every  is- 
land they  have.  This  is  my  opinion.  The  suppression  of  the  riots,  com- 
mittees, associations,  correspondences,  and  all  have  given  ministry  more 
giddy  confidence  than  even  the  taking  of  Charleston. 

I  fear  America  must  reconcile  herself  to  the  thought  of  growing  up  in 
the  midst  of  war,  and  find  her  resources  in  labor,  patience,  and  econo- 
my, where  she  may  have  them  in  suflicient  abundance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.* 

Paris,  July  21, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  tlio  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me 
ycstcrdiiy,  and  am  cxtreinely  sensible  of  your  excellency's  confidence 
in  communicating  to  me  the  destination  of  the  armament  under  M.  do 
Tcrnay  and  tbe  Count  do  llocbambeau  and  the  probability  that  the 
ships  will  winter  in  North  America. 

I  assure  your  excellency  that  scarcely  any  news  I  ever  heard  gave  mo 
more  satisfaction;  and  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  aflbrd  a  more  effec- 
tual assistance  to  America,  or  make  deeper  or  more  grateful  impression 
on  the  minds  of  her  inh.abitants. 

I  am  infinitely  mistaken  if  the  sorvico  of  the  king  in  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  both  in  the  West  Indies  and  North  America,  does  not  derive 
sncli  essential  advantages  from  this  measure  as  will  demonstrate  its 
wisdom  to  all  the  ^yo^l(l,  as  well  as  to  the  English  and  Americans  the 
king's  determined  benevolence  to  tlio  American  cause. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adama  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  22, 1780. 

Sir  :  The  king  of  England's  speech  at  the  prorogation  ol*  Parliaiucnt 
contains  nothing  remarkable  worth  the  attention  of  America,  except 
compliments  to  the  two  houses  upon  their  magnanimity  and  persever- 
ance in  tlie  i)nrsnits  of  this  just  and  necessary  war,  which  he  says  has 
put  it  in  his  power  to  make  such  efforts  that  he  daVes  hope,  with  the  aid 
of  divine  Providence,  to  disconcert  the  violent  and  unjust  designs  of 
his  enemies,  and  induce  them  to  listen  to  equitable  and  honorable  terms 
of  peace.  "  These  efforts  have  already  been  followed  by  success  both  by 
sea  and  land;  and  the  happy  and  importJint  turn  wliich  afl'airs  have 
lately  taken  in  North  America  makes  me  conceive  the  best- founded  hopes 
of  the  return  of  the  affection  and  loyalty  of  my  subjects  of  the  Colonies, 
and  of  their  happy  reunion  with  their  mother  country." 

There  is  one  more  sentence  which  deserves  attention  : 

Exert  yonrselvos  to  iuculcate  this  importivnt  tnitb,  that  robrU ions  insurrections  to 
resist  or  reform  the  laws  can  not  fail  to  terminate  in  the  ilcstructiou  of  those  who 
have  made  the  attempt,  or  by  the  subversion  of  our  happy  and  free  constitution. 

Americans  will  make  their  own  reflections  on  tiiis  speech.  It  is  very 
certain  that  it  has  not  the  air  nor  the  spirit  of  peace. 

Madrid^  June  27. — Wo  expect  to  learn  in  a  few  days  tlio formation  of  the  combined 
fleet  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz.  The  following  is  the  state  of  the  Spanish  vessels  which 
are  now  there,  ready  to  go  out  under  tlie  command  of  Lieu  tenant- General  Don  Louis 
dc  Cordova:  Iai  lYes  Sainte  Triwi/c,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns  ;  the  Fomhe  and 
S,  Ferdinand^  of  eighty  ;  the  Sainte  IsahellCf  the  Ange  Gai'rficw,  the  ScrieuXy  tlic  Atluftj 
the  SL  Pierre  Apoire^  the  Orient^  the  Si.  Raphael^  the  St,  Jonchinif  the  St.  DamasCf  the 
St.  Isidore^  the  St,  Eugene,  and  the/$(.  Laurent,  of  seventy  ;  the  Mino,  of  fifty-six  ;  tlie 
frigates  the  <S(«.  Xiicic, of  thirty-six;  i)xQ  Ste,  7?i«/tr?c, of  twenty-eight  ;  the  *9/c.  liarhc, 
and  iXxQ  AsBomption.ot  twenty-six;  the  chebecs  the  Majorqnais  and  the  MHrcien,of 
thirty-six;  tlie /S/.  5c&a«/iaH, of  twenty-four;  and  the  corvette  the  Sic.  Catherinet  of 
eighteen.  To  these  vossols  must  be  added  the  squadron  of  Fcrrol,  wliich  entered  on 
the  23d  of  M<iy  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  under  the  command  of  Don  Athannsio  Barauda, 
and  composecl  of  the  vessels  the  Conception  ^  of  ninety;  the  St.  Charles  and  the  St, 
Vincentf  of  eighty ;  the  Ferme,  the  GaHce,  the  St.  Paschal,  and  (ho  Brilliant,  of  seventy ; 
the  Septenlrion,  of  sixty-four;  the  frigates  El  Carmen  and  the  Perpetua,  of  tliirty-six  ; 
as  well  as  the  corvette  the  Ste.  Helene,  of  twenty-two  guns  ;  making  thus  a  total  of 
twenty-four  ships  of  the  lino,  six  frigates,  four  cliobecs,  and  two  cuttei*s. 

Cadit,  JHne2\. — The  squadron  of  M.  de  Baussot,  composiMl  of  seven  ships  of  the 
line,  anchored  on  the  18th  in  this  bay.  His  frigates  brought  in  two  small  ships, 
^na<lod  with  corn  and  flour  and  a  cutter  of  twelve  gnu.s.  The  cruise  of  this  squadron 
has  served  very  much  to  keep  the  enemy's  cruisers  at  a  <listance  ;  and  the  neutrals, 
not  fearing  to  ho  disturbed,  have  come  here  in  groat  numberH.  The  VM\\  the  Protector, 
commanded  b.v  M.  do  Achcn,  arrived  here;  she  fell  into  the  midst  of  the  Quebec  fleet, 
but  as  she  sailed  ill  and  had  no  frigate  (the  Galatea  having  brcn  separated  from  hor), 
she  was  not  able  to  take  more  than  two  vessels,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  rich 
enough,  and  which  she  sent  into  Lisbon. 

Thus  tlie  French  and  Spanish  sliips  at  Cadiz  amount  to  thirty  of  the 
line.    This  fleet,  combined  with  that  of  Brest,  and  with  the  Active,  the 


'MSS.  Dep.  of  state;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  201. 


874  DIPLOBIATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Onerrier^  the  Gcesar,  gone  to  convoy  merchantmen  to  a  certain  latitude, 
and  to  a  ship  of  one  hundred  and  tea  guns  from  Bochfort,  and  all  com- 
manded by  the  Count  d'Estaing,  would  give  a  good  account  of  the 
English. 

Petersburgh,  June  23. — Tlie  sqnndron  equipped  at  Cronstadt,  baviog  reoeived  its 
last  orderH,  sailed  from  thonco  the  19th  of  this  month.  As  the  service  to  which  it  is 
destined  will  not  permit  it  to  return  hefore  winter  in  the  ports  of  this  empire,  the 
court  has  sent  to  its  ministers  in  IloUaud,  England,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Sweden, 
and  Denmark  orders  to  request  of  those  respective  powers  that  there  may  be  granted 
to  this  squadron  a  free  entry  into  their  ports,  and  all  the  succor  of  which  they  may 
have  occasion  in  case  they  should  bo  obliged  to  put  in  there  by  any  accident,  etc. 

Copenhagen f  July  4. — ^Tlie  arrival  of  the  fleet  of  iifteen  Russian  ships  of  the  line  in 
our  port  is  soon  to  be  followed  by  the  departure  of  the  Danish  fleet.  The  Jnetioe, 
of  suvcnty-four  guns,  the  last  of  the  vessels  that  we  have  armed  to  form  it,  will  ko 
to-morrow  into  the  road ;  and  the  day  after  the  Vice-Admiral  De  Schindel  will  hoist 
his  flag  on  board  of  her.  We  shall  then  have  in  service  eight  ships  of  the  line,  two 
flfty  guns,  and  six  frigates,  to  wit,  the  Juetioe  and  the  Prinoese  Sophia  Frederick,  Com- 
mandant Krieger,  of  seventy  four;  the  Jutland  and  the  Prince  Frederiokf  commandants 
De  Kaas  and  Lous,  of  seventy  ;  the  Droit  d^Indig4nat  and  the  WagriCf  captains  Gor- 
mar  and  Dille,  of  sixty-four  ;  the  Dannehrog  and  the  ffohtein,  captains  Ellebraohtand 
U.  C.  Kaas,  of  sixty ;  the  Marit  and  the  Greenland,  captains  Lntken  and  Knndsen,  of 
Gfty ;  the  Bornholm  fknA  the  liielf  captains  Sohaning  and  Tender,  of  thirty-six;  the 
Moen,  Captain  Kudde,  of  thirty-four ;  the  Cronberg,  Captain  Ziervogel,  of  thirty-two 
tho  AUen,  Captain  Count  de  Revcntlau,  of  twenty-four;  and  the  Christianf  Captain 
Stockflelk,of  twenty  guns.  Of  these,  nevertheless,  the  UoUtein  sailed  the  30th  for 
Quinca ;  i\\Q  Bornhclniy  the  Moen^  and  the  Chrietian  are  in  the  islands  of  America,  and 
the  Greenland seiYW  as  a  guard-ship  in  the  road  of  Helsiugore. 

Whatever  may  be  the  part  that  other  powers  will  take  in  regard  to 
the  project  of  ?a\  armed  neutrality,  the  three  crowns  of  the  north  appear 
uniform  in  their  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  their 
subjects;  and  these  measures  have  already  the  efiect  that  their  ships, 
particularly  the  Swedish  and  Danish,  are  already  sought  for  freight 
in  the  Baltic  in  preference  to  all  others;  while  on  the  other  side  there 
arrive  no  neutral  vessels  from  the  North  Sea  in  the  sound  which  does 
not  make  the  most  bitter  complaints  concerning  the  ill  treatment  re- 
ceived from  English  privateers.  A  Dutch  ship  has  had  nineteen  of 
them  on  board  of  him  since  his  departure  from  the  coast  of  France,  and 
a  llussian  ship  has  been  robbed  of  all  his  victuals  by  these  pirates,  who 
bad  left  li'm  nothing  but  gruau  water  and  eighteen  pounds  of  bread 
upon  which  eight  men  wore  to  subsist  during  three  weeks. 

Hague,  July  17. — AflairH  between  onr  republic  and  the  court  of  London  are  still  in 
the  sanie  state  of  indecision.  Wo  Icirii  that  the  latter  has  answered,  by  the  Viscount 
Stormont,  to  the  difTercnt  memoirs  presented  during  some  weeks  by  the  envoy  the 
Count  do  Woldorcu,  in  which  he  insisted  npon  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1G74  : 
"That  in  answer  to  those  mcmorijils,  and  to  all  those  which  oould  be  presented  of 
the  same  nature,  he,  Lord  Stormont,  observed  that  the  Count  de  Weldercn  insisted 
upon  that  which  at  this  time  no  longer  existed  ;  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  repeat 
what  had  passed  npon  this  subject;  that  ho  should  confine  himself,  therefore,  to  re- 
mind him  of  the  order  which  the  king  had  given  in  his  council  on  the  17th  of  last 
April,  and  of  which  ho  had  had  the  honor  to  give  him  oflioial  information." 
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I  am  thus  particular  in  laying  before  Congress  a  state  of  tlie  navies 
of  Europe,  because  they  show  the  unanimity  and  ardor  \vitli  which  all 
the  maritime  powers  arQ  intent  upon  their  commercial  and  naval  in- 
terests, upon  the  freedom  of  commerce  nnd  navigation,  and  upon  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  to  show  that  America  is  universally  con- 
sidered by  them  as  such  a  magazine  of  raw  materials  for  manufactures, 
such  a  source  of  commerce,  and  such  a  nursery  of  seamen  and  naval 
power,  that  they  are  determined  that  no  one  power  in  Europe  shall  ever 
again  monopolize  it.  We  must,  however,  fight  our  own  battles  and 
bear  our  own  expenses;  for  the  slow  march  of  those  powers,  their 
maxims  of  dignity,  and  systems  of  eti(]uctte,  are  such  that  they  must 
have  their  own  way  and  operate  in  their  own  time.  England  has  hint^ 
and  warnings  enough,  but  she  will  not  take  them.  These  events,  how- 
ever, all  show  the  wisdom  of  Congress  in  planning  the  first  treaty  which 
was  first  sent  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  upon  the  principle  of  perfect 
equality  and  reciprocity — granting  no  exclusive  privileges,  and  binding 
herself  to  no  obligation  not  to  admit  any  other  and  all  other  nations 
to  the  same;  principles  from  which  it  is  to  bo  presumed  we  shall  not 
depart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  July  22, 1780. 

Sib:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  his  majesty's 
minister,  in  giving  mo  notice  of  the  expedition  of  the  squadron  which 
arrived  at  Rhode  Island  on  the  12th  instant,  informs  me  that  particular 
considerations  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  l']nglish  have  induced 
his  majesty  to  send  in  two  divisions  the  forces  which  arc  designated 
to  act  in  this  country.  The  first  division,  having  happily  arrived,  will 
be  immeiliately  rcidy  for  active  service.  With  regard  to  the  second,  it 
was  to  quit  the  French  coast  as  soon  as  circumstances  should  permit. 
Will  you  have  the  kindness,  sir,  in  imparting  this  news  to  Congress,  to 
inform  that  body  that  it  ought  to  bo  kept  secret  till  the  moment  of 
execution.  I  hope  that  Congress  will  ai)prove  of  this  reserve,  both  on 
account  of  the  uncertainty  of  events  at  sea  and  because  the  enemy 
siiouhl  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  our  measures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

LUZEUNK. 
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Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

The  Hague,  July  22, 1780. 

Sir  :  As  everything  is  hero  in  the  activity  of  summer,  nothiug  new 
has  occurred.  Tlio  States  of  the  i)rovince  of  Uollaud  do  not  assemble 
till  the  2nth  of  this  month.  It  is  to  bo  wished  that  we  may  soon  receive 
news  from  America  which  will  raise  again  the  courage  of  the  friends  of 
the  United  States,  to  whom  the  misfortune  of  Charleston  has  caused 
nnich  pjiin,  in  proportion  as  it  has  reanimated  those  who  favor  your 
enemies.  The  latter,  in  the  mean  time,  forge  and  utter  every  day 
rumors  injurious  to  the  United  States,  such  as  that  they  are  about  to 
submit.  "The  Congress,"  say  they,  **  is  disunited  and  ready  to  dis- 
solve; the  southern  provinces  successively  yield,  and  they  flatter  them- 
selves in  England  that  those  in  the  north  will  follow  their  example." 
The  king  himself  flatters  his  Parliament  with  this  idea.  I  can  for  the 
present  only  oppose  patience  to  all  this,  and  keep  myself  mostly  out  of 
sight,  for  they  look  on  me  as  a  lost  man,  and  one  who  will  be  soon  aban- 
doned by  America  herself.  Besides,  my  feeble  health,  which  has  not 
been  able  to  resist  this  shock  and  a  concurrence  of  many  others,  forces 
me  to  this  inaction  for  a  time. 

Two  plenipotentiaries  depart  hence  to  regulate  at  Petersburgh  with 
the  Empress  of  Russia  the  armed  neutrality.  The  court  of  Denmark 
has  followed  the  example  of  Russia  in  making  the  same  declarations  to 
the  other  powers.  It  ai)pcars  that  the  affair  of  Muuster  will  not  trouble 
the  peace  of  Germany.  This  election  must  be  made  the  16th  of  next 
month,  and  probably  the  archduke  will  be  coadjutor. 

July  2d. 

The  sudden  declaration  of  Denmark,  unforeseen  by  all  the  world, 
much  embarrasses  those  here  who  hope  to  see  the  armed  neutrality 
fail.  Amsterdam  has  protested  against  sending  plenipotentiaries  to 
Petersburg!!,  to  whom  embarrassing  instructions  have  been  given. 
She  wishes,  with  reason,  that  they  would  be  content  simply  to  send 
full  powers  to  M.  de  Swart,  resident  of  the  republic  at  Petersburgh,  with 
orders  to  conform  to  the  resolution  of  their  high  mightinesses,  which 
is  positive  and  clear  on  the  accession  to  said  armed  neutrality.  It  is 
expected  that  Sweden  will  make,  on  the  first  opportunity,  a  like 
declaration.  Then  the  opposition  will  not  be  able  to  force  the  republic 
to  recetle  without  making  themselves  odious. 

We  hope  by  the  next  post,  among  other  things,  to  receive  good  news 
from  the  combined  fleet  of  the  Count  do  Gnichen  and  Don  Solano;  as 
also  from  J\l.  do  Tcrnay  and  from  the  continent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 
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J.  Adama  to  the  President  of  Cougress.* 

Paris,  July  23, 17S0. 

Sir:  lliavo  bccu  .amused  some  tiiiio  with  dark  and  unintelligible 
liiuts  iu  letters  from  London  of  some  messenger  sent  from  Lord  North 
to  Madrid. 

Three  weeks  ago  I  waited  on  the  Oomte  de  Vergcnncs,  at  Versailles,  to 
acquaint  him  that  I  had  an  intention  of  making  a  journe}^  to  Amster- 
dam for  a  few  weeks,  as  I  fljittered  myself  I  might  form  some  acquaint- 
ances or  correspondences  there  nnd  collect  some  intelligence  that 
might  be  useful  to  the  United  States,  llis  excellency  desired  me  to 
wait  some  time,  for  that  in  eight  or  ten  days  he  believed  he  should 
have  something  to  communicate  to  me.  1  assured  him  that  I  would 
not  go  until  1  saw  him  again  or  heard  further  from  him.  This  dny 
sevenuight  his  excellency  informed  me  that  he  was  ready  to  let  meknow 
that  a  messenger  from  the  court  of  London  had  arrived  at  Madrid; 
that  the  Spsiuish  ministry  had  demanded  the  sentiments  of  the  British 
court  concerning  America.  He  said  he  was  not  instructed.  lie  was 
told  he  must  previously  explain  himself  upon  that  subject.  lie  deter- 
mined to  send  an  express  to  London  for  instructions.  This  the  Gonite 
de  Yergennes  said  would  take  u^)  two  months,  and  consequently  leave 
me  time  enough  to  go  to  IJolland,  but  if  anything  should  happen  in 
the  mean  time  he  would  give  me  the  earliest  information  of  it. 

In  the  Courier  de  VEurope  of  the  14th  of  July  is  this  i)aragraph  : 

The  report  nius  that  a  person  who  hnsbeen  sccrofarynf  the  Marquis  d'AJiiiodavar, 
during  his  embassy  from  the  court  of  Miulrid  to  that  of  London,  arrived  hero  (Lon- 
don) some  weeks  ago  ou  board  the  Mil/ord,  coming  from  Oporto  ;  that  after  a  stay 
of  eight  days  this  frigate  had  orders  to  transport  to  Lisbon  this  person,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Cumberland,  secretary  of  Lord  George  Germnin,  whose  insirnctions  imply 
that  if  at  the  end  of  twenty  days  he  is  not  called  to  Madrid  ho  is  to  return  hero 
immediately.  As  soon  as  this  person  arrived  at  Lisbon  ho  set  out  for  Madrid,  where 
filteen  days  after  Mr.  Cumberland  was  invited  to  go,  and  where  he  is  at  present. 

There  is  a  body  of  people  in  England  who  are  zealous  and  clamorous 
for  peace,  and  the  ministry  And  their  account  in  amusing  and  silencing 
them  by  equivocal  appearances  of  negotiations.  They  have  ever  made 
it  a  ])art  of  their  x^olitical  system  to  hold  out  to  America  some  false 
hopes  of  leconciliation  and  peace,  in  order  to  slacken  our  nerves  and 
retard  our  preparations.  They  think  also  that  they  can  amuse  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain  with  a  talk  about  conferences  and 
negotiations,  while  they  are  secretly  concerting  measures  to  succor 
Gibraltar  and  carry  on  their  operations  the  next  campaign.  But  scri- 
otis  thoughts  of  peace  upon  any  terms  that  we  can  agree  to  I  am  per- 
suaded they  never  had ;  btit  if  they  ever  did  entertain  any  thoughts  of 
negotiation,  it  must  have  been  at  the  time  of  their  consternation  for  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  and  their  despair  of  his  success. 
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Carmichael  to  Duxe 


Dkar  Sir  :  I  confcRs  m^'Rclf  very  remiss 
of  tlio  21  st  ultimo  sooner.    Tho  removal  of 
this  city,  and  a  bilious  disonler  which  has 
month,  and  which  still  afllicts  me,  have  in  p< 
no  news  to  communicate  to  you  which  can  < 
fortunes;  I  can  assure  you,  however,  that  1 
anpera  ad  astra.    Heaven  does  not  intend  to 
sities  which  have  befallen  other  nations  wh< 
by  giving  us  almost  full  and  instantaneous  e 
confidence  in  tho  persevcmnce  of  our  count 
act  with  more  vigor  in  consequence  of  the 
ceived  letters  from  AmcricJi,  dated  in  the  e 
Maj',  which  speak  of  tho  loss  of  Charleston 
diet  other  successes  of  tho  enemy  in  the  u 
show  no  despondency. 

I  shall  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  req 
spcct  to  your  family,  and  you  may  rely  upon 
long  as  I  have  any  influence  or  any  friends 
they  shall  not  want  strenuous  advocates;  n 
bo  a  memento  that  would  put  me  to  tho  blui 
a  promise  which  1  think  myself,  even  in  just 
to  endeavor  to  fulfill  in  the  best  nmnner  pos; 

The  Spanish,  or  rather  allied,  fleet  has  re 

few  vessels  wllic.h    pmiHA   tioo^   ♦lir*!-   ,^««i-       n 
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Bamo  congdd  commissioners.  I  have  received  your  ciplicr  safe.  Begin 
when  you  please  your  observations  on  men  and  tilings.  I  sliall  bo  much 
obliged  to  you  to  separate  and  seal  up  all  the  letters  you  have  ever 
received  from  me,  unless  it  be  this,  under  a  cover  for  me,  which,  in  case 
of  death — which  Heaven  forbid  I — you  will  direct  to  me,  delivered  to  my 
orders. 

My  best  compliments  to  your  family  and  Messrs.  de  ^Nenfville,  and 
believe  me  ever  your  friend  and  servant, 

William  Carmiciiakl. 


Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Tub  Hague,  Juhj  25,  17S0. 

Sir  :  The  21st  of  March  last  1  had  the  honor  to  write  your  excellency 
a  long  letter  on  my  own  concerns,  of  wbich  I  annex  here  an  extract.  I 
add  here  that  when  I  received  the  first  commission  of  tbe  committee 
on  the  part  of  Congress  dated  in  December,  1775,  in  which  they  honored 
me  with  their  orders  and  credenUals,  I  did  not  solicit  to  be  employed ; 
I  did  not  even  think  of  it.  But  chosen  and  named  by  this  respectable 
body,  in  a  manner  as  unexpected  as  it  was  dellnite  and  authentic,  to 
serve  essentially  tbe  United  States,  my  ardent  tboughts  and  life  were 
consecrated  with  zeal  to  tbe  cause  of  tbe  United  States.  Persuaded 
that  it  was  tbe  cause  of  humanity,  of  liberty,  and  of  virtue,  I  have  sac- 
rificed everything  to  this  noble  service  during  nearly  five  years  with 
all  possible  zeal  and  fidelity.  Tbe  Congress  also  testified  to  me  soon 
after  tbat  they  were  well  satisfied  with  my  services.  1  have  corre- 
sponded assiduously  since  that  time  with  tbe  committee  of  foreign 
afiairs,  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  tbe  United  States  at  Paris,  and 
with  anumberof  other  servantsof  America.  1  bave  raised  u]).  cemented, 
and  nourisbed  in  Holland  a  considerable  party  in  their  favor,  whereby 
1  have  drawn  upon  myself  tbe  hatred  of  a  party  more  powerful,  wliicb 
wisbes  to  see  me  perisb,  and  which  has  already  done  me  all  tbe  wrong 
and  all  the  mischief  of  wbich  it  was  capable.  1  bave  iiarticipated  in  tbe 
adverse  fortune  of  America  in  the  just  confidence  tbat  tbe  United 
States  and  their  Congress  will  bave  my  interest  at  heart,  as  I  bave  con- 
stantly and  successfully  had  theirs,  and  as  their  magnanimity,  tbeir 
dignity,  and  their  honor  require  in  tbe  eyes  of  tbe  Enropeaii  i)nblic. 

I  have  yet  fully  this  confidence;  and  it  is  this  wbich  caused  me  to 
solicit,  more  than  a  year  since,  in  several  of  my  letters  to  tbe  committee 
of  foreign  aflairs,  a  formal  confirmation  of  my  agency  on  tbe  part  of 
Congress  for  my  Stifety  and  quiet.  1  beg,  sir,  tbat  you  will  second  my 
request,  and  obtain  for  me  a  resolution  as  favorable  as  niy  demand  is 

jU8l. 
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I  knew  that  somo  Atnericaus,  whom  I  honor  in  other  respects,  have 
entertained  and  propaf^^ated  the  idea  that  a  commission  of  the  honorable 
committee  of  foreign  affairs  was  not  so  valid  as  one  of  Congress.  One 
of  them  said  so  to  mc.  I  will  not,  sir,  give  myself  up  to  an  idea  so  in- 
jurious as  to  think  that  Congress  would  refuse  to  ratify  what  their  com- 
mittee h«as  done  and  the  engagements  it  has  made;  but  this  body  is 
not  always  composed  of  the  same  persons;  it  has  many  other  affairs; 
ic  may  forget  me,  and  I  may  be  cruelly  snpplauted,  abandoned,  and 
consequently,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  ruined,  with  my  family,  without 
resource  and  without  means.  I  put,  then,  my  cause  into  the  hands  of 
your  excellency,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for  me,  as  promptly  as  possible, 
the  satisfaction  I  desire,  and  to  send  me  the  commission  I  solicit.  The 
service  of  the  United  States  requires  it,  and  this  will  not  interfere  with 
the  powers  of  minister  plenipotentiary  who  may  be  sent  here;  on  the 
contrary,  I  shall  be  useful  to  him,  if  God  spares  my  life. 

One  consideration  also  to  which  I  pray  Congress  to  give  their  atten- 
tion is,  that  far  from  being  recompensed  for  my  past  labors,  the  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  louis  d'ors  or  guineas  which  I  draw  yearly  for 
my  subsistence  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  journeys,  postages,  etc. — 
charges  which  from  prudence  and  considering  circumstances  I  have 
never  carried  to  the  account — are  not  sufficient,  and  I  have  been  obliged 
constantly  to  expend  my  own  in  addition.  Besides  my  age,  the  priva- 
tion not  only  of  a  copyist,  which  the  service  demanded,  but  even  a  valet, 
which  I  have  been  obliged  also  to  deny  myself,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
subsist,  for  about  three  years,  makes  my  life  extremely  sad  and  painful. 

In  perfect  trust  tiiat  Congress  will  consent  to  give  attention  to  my 
petition  and  to  my  state,  1  commend  myself,  with  my  wife  and  daughter, 
to  their  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Franklin  to  Vergeuues.* 

Passy,  July  25,  1780. 

Sill :  The  intention  of  liis  majesty,  which  you  had  done  me  the  honor 
to  signify  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the24tli  instant,  to  have  the  contesta- 
tion relative  to  the  taking  of  the  ship  Flora  brought  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  realm,  there  to  bo  jud^^cd  according  to  the  laws  and  rule-s  estab- 
lished for  French  privateers,  appears  to  nic  so  perfectly  right,  that  I 
acquiesce  in  it  with  i)leasure.  1  had  the  honor  of  acquainting  your  ex- 
cellency in  mine  of  the  18lh  past  with  the  motives  urged  to  me  for 
granting  an  American  commission  to  the  Black  Frincc.  Afterwards  I 
was,  without  seeking  or  desiring  it,  drawn  into  the  exercise  of  a  kind 
of  judicial  power  respecting  her  prizes  by  being  assured  that  your 
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tribanals  refused  to  judge  of  prizes  made  by  American  cruisers,  and 
by  being  sko^u  the  eleventh  article  of  the  king's  regulation  of  Sep- 
tember 2.7,  1778,  directing  the  officers  of  tlie  admiralty  to  send  me 
copies  of  all  their  proceedings  and  the  papers  relating  to  any  prize 
brought  into  your  ports  by  such  cruisers,  which  it  was  alleged  was  in- 
tended to  enable  me  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  these  prizes,  which  judg- 
ment was  therefore  demanded  of  me.  A  letter,  too,  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  receiving  from  M.  de  Sartine  seemed  to  coniirm  Ibis,  viz  : 

Vkhsaillks,  le  27  7btc  1771). 

J'ai  rhonnoar,  Monsienr,  do  vou»  envoyor  lc»  procddnres  itmtrnitcs  par  Ioh  orncici-s 
do  I'Amiraut^S  de  Brest  concoraaut  la  prise  Le  Joiino  DoininiqiiOi  ot  buit  Kancons 
faitcspar  le  corsaire  aindricain  Le  Priuco  Noir.  Voiim  savi;/,  Monsieur,  (pic  lo  coii.scil 
de  prises  n'a  pas  J iig6  couveuablo  de  prendre  counoisHnnco  do  ces  sortos  do  prucd- 
dures;  et  Jo  vous  prie  do  tn'accuser  la  riSceptiou  do  ccs  difr<6rcntc8  pibcc8. 

J'at  I'houneur  d'etre,  etc. 

These,  if  I  have  acted  improperly,  are  my  excuses.  I  shall,  as  you 
advise,  withdraw  the  only  two  commissions  1  have  issued  to  the  priva- 
teers fitted  out  by  the  king's  subjects. 

Being,  with  the  greatest  consideration,  yours. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  Jtth/  25,  1780. 

Sir  :  As  the  present  state  of  things  may  render  the  frigates  and  other 
vessels  at  the  disposal  of  Congress  useful  to  the  combined  naval  o])er- 
ations,  I  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  propose  putting  these  ves- 
sels under  the  orders  of  M.  de  Ternay,  commander  of  the  French  squad- 
ron, while  instructions,  such  as  shall  be  thought  proper,  are  given  to 
the  American  captains.  If  Congress  Jipproves  of  this  proposition,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  send  orders  to  the  frigates,  which  are  now  in  the 
eastern  ports,  so  that  they  may  join  the  French  squadron  as  soon  as 
possible;  if,  however,  they  have  been  destined  to  any  other  service, 
and  Congress  is  reluctant  to  change  their  destination,  do  not,  I  pray 
you,  sir,  insist  on  my  demand.  If  these  vessels  shall  receive  orders  to 
join  the  French  squadron,  I  wish  to  have  it  in  uiy  i»ower  to  inform  INI. 
de  Ternay  at  what  time  he  may  look  for  them,  what  signals  they  will 
make  on  their  approach,  and  what  signals  ho  shall  use  in  reply  to  theirs. 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the  assurances  which  Cone:ress  was  i)lease(l  to 
give  me,  that  the  Confederacy  would  be  ready  about  the  15th  of  this 
month  at  farthest.     Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  let  me  know,  with 
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honor  to  acquaint  you  that  tho  enlisting 
army  being  expressly  contrary  to  tho  <1 
chief,  the  ilcssinii  deserters  are  quite  a( 
ice  of  his  most  Christian  majest}',  if  hi 
will  in  that  case  receive  every  encourage 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


Vergeiines  to  J. 
[Trannlatioti. 


Sib  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which 
to  write  on  the  17th  of  this  mouth.§  I 
serious  attention,  and  in  order  to  give  y( 
actness  I  have  idaced  in  the  margin  eve 
require  observations  on  my  part.  You  ' 
tinue  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  time  to  < 
tiary  power  to  Lord  Germain  is  not  yet  < 
the  reasons  on  wliicli  I  ground  my  opini< 
will  feel  the  force  of  them,  and  that  the^ 
as  I  do.  But  if  that  should  not  be  the 
name  of  tho  king  request  you,  to  comn 
answer  to  the  United  States,  and  to  &m 
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orders  from  tlietn,  all  measures  with  regard  to  tbo  English  ministry.  I 
shall,  on  my  port,  transmit  my  observations  to  Amcricn,  tliat  M.  do  la 
Luzerne  may  communicate  them  to  the  membersof  Congress,  and  I  am 
persuaded  that  that  assembly  will  think  tbe  opinion  of  the  ministry  of 
France  worthy  some  attention,  and  that  they  will  not  bo  afraid  of  neg- 
lecting or  betraying  the  interests  of  the  United  States  by  adopting  it 
as  a  rule  of  their  conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc, 

1)E  Vkugknnks. 
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